
THE MEMOIRS OF THE VICEROY, LI HUNG CHANG
ettlned to become & dominant factor

la Europe. I Am wonderfully Im-

pressed with the way this nation seems
to bo working an a unit. Tho army Is
Upon a business basis, tho navy Is on a
business basis, nml the whole machin-
ery of government works smoother than
tur beat Canton timepieces.

I arrived here this morning, nccom-panle- d

by a host of high officials, and
then met our party here. The whole

place la In gala attire and I have all
1, can do to make myself believe that I

m only a foreigner visiting tho coun-
try Instead of n king In this land. I

m told that hundreds and thousands of
foreigners are here and a great

umber havo been introduced to me;
tome English, some French and some
Americans the latter said to be so rich
that they could buy tho Meet of mag-alflce- nt

warships lying In this fine har-
bor.

It la a long time since I was engaged
In any fighting, hand to hand, and' I am
aow getting too aged to think of

In It; nevertheless, my eye
ever Ure of regiments of soldlera nor
f great warships that can do things.
In answer to my questions I have

learned the approximate cost of most of
the German ships. There aro great
shipyards here, and Germany Intends to
iulld all her navy for all Umo at home.
J' could wish for nothing better than

;ihat China should build her own fleet,
and have every man and officer In It a
true son of the Middle Kingdom.
"But our people are not sailors, except

lpon the rivers, and they do not know
low to handle machinery. But they
will learn tn time, I hope. Anyway
vhen I return I shall mako It my duty
to urge advancement In all Western
arts and crafts. We have our beaut-

iful literature, far ahead of that of the
'Western nations; but they huvo the

pney and the guns.
It, was a sad thought for mo

as. I saw those fine ships lying Idle
there, that they were doing no particu-
lar good, while, If they had been ours,
T would have conquered the Japanese.

. 'Some of the officials hinted that I
tught to leave an order at Bremerhaven
lur one or two ships, and I said to one
if the Admirals standing by: "If you
will sell me that ship over there for
1,300,000 taels I will go tn her to France
and England and America." But he
tald that my naval knowledge was too
food; I had picked out his flagship, tht
strongest battleship of the German
tavy.

'Two days later. We are In France,
nd somehow I am feeling more at

lome. My stomach is In bad shape, for
I have been tempted to eot too much
af German foods. Maybe It 1s the wines
tut trouble me, for I have been taking
much of their white wines and like
them so woll that Count Hatzfeldt said
tre would ship many casks to Tientsin
fcr me.

Seventy-riv- e thousand Frenchmen
surrendered to the Germans Just where
we crossed the river.

' In France and
England

PART III.
the second evening after his

OX arrival In Paris Viceroy LI
Hung Chang wrote: "La Belle
Franco" they call this country.

The beautiful France," I am told It
Beans, and I am ready to agree with
the sentiment. Indeed, from my obser-

vations I will go sttll further and call

t happy and beautiful and gracious
rrance, for In nil my travels no hours
lave beon so pleasing to me as those
which I havo spent within this delight-
ful land. .

'Perhaps there Is a sense of patriot-tor- n

tn this thought, for I must confess
lhat much of the country between Metz
and Paris Is considerably llko that of
Kuang-Tun- g and Kuang-S- l provinces.
Of course, there Is a vast dlfferonco tn
the houses and fences, nnd the people
are not nt nil alike, but the panorama
from tho train for miles and miles was
f tho moro lovely portions of south

China.
.The trees and vegetables and grasses

teemed to have the snmo greens and
ther colors, and If the houses were

changed or hidden from view, and If
a few of my people stuml along the rail
road, I could easily think I was a
hundred or two hp- -' ' miles from
Canton Instead of being that number
from Paris.

And this Is tho very country through
which tho mighty German armies
headed by the King of Prussia and the
master strategist, my friend Von Moltke,
and directed by that man of silent thun-
der and terrible lightning, Prlnco Bis-

marck who offered me so much hof-kra- u

only the other day marched to
the subjugation and humiliation of tho
proud country of Napoleon. It Is most
Interesting tn think about these things,
but I suppose the French people would
rather forget.

In truth I believe they must have long
alnce forgotten, for these people are
what we call In Chinese a smiling fam-
ily." They are so different from the
Russians and the Germans I mean the
masses. Russian crowds seem to have no
enthusiasm. There Is respect and awe
of a dull kind In their faces, and a sort
of hopelessness that they seem to be
afraid to give expression to.

With the Germans there Is enthusi-
asm, but It Is of a hard, matter of fact
kind the llfo of business or science,
perhaps. They laugh a great deal, sing
much and talk loud; but somehow I
was given the Impression that alt these
three came from their beers and wines
more than from the heart or soul.

But the French, as I have said, are so
different. The faceH of the crowds, even
of tho llttlo boys and girls, seem to be
thoso of a people who are living a life
of earnest Joy; that Is, that they know
there Is much good pleasure In life and
they Intend to get It out without making
too hard a Job of It.

This morning I paid a brief visit to
the Bank of France and met the board
of governors, nil of them Introduced by
M. Leroux of the Ministry of Finance.
I was Interested In this great Institution,
wiilili, they tell me, owns financially
one-ha- lf tho kings and princes of Eu-
rope. I wonder If I could borrow a few
million francs? As a bit of humor I had
C'Lung OBk that question when we wore
In the executive rooms, nnd the chief
governor Immediately replied:

"Yes, your Excellency; fifty millions,
almost on your own terms."

Then I told him that I was not serious
about It, ond to this ho replied that when
China was serious about loans the Bank
of Franco would bo ready.

For more than an hour I Inquired Into
the system of flnnnce in voguo In Franco,
and It Is, I bellove, tho simplest yet most
perfect in the world. I was astounded
when M. Leroux told me that If every
.ti"' j taken from the vaults for

i'Tital purposes a call to tno

branch banks throughout Franco for
1,000,000,000 taels would be answered
satisfactorily within forty-eig- ht hours,
t wonder If this can be true?

I learn that loan offices (pawnshops)
are almost unknown In France. My In-

quiries regarding them nppeared to
amuse my Informants, for It has been
published widely In the Parisian papers
(and I presume In the English and
American press too) that my own wealth
Is largely Invested In tho pawnshop
business of China. Anil one of tho Illus-
trated French papers, thinking It was
humorous, pictured me yesterday with
a Jewish nose nml holding In one hand
the Western symbol of the loan office.
M. Chateauvere, the chief of the French
secret police detailed to guard me vnllo
In Tarls, nsked If I wanted legal

ngulnst the publisher to be
taken, but I tnld him that I had

the cartoon as much probably as
any one.

It seems that In the Western world
the lender of small sums Is a per-
son despised by the general public.
That Is because they squeozo tho blood
of those who borrow. That Is why the
"pawnbroker" Is an undesirable person
la tha community.

However, I can any that while many
of the statements regarding me ns the
owner of most of the loan offices In
China are without doubt much exag-
gerated, I am Interested largely In such
establishments In some of the provinces.
Nor am I ashamed of such Interest. On
the other hand I am glad that so often
have I been nble to help poor people

:-

with small loans, either upon their
goods, their Inbor or just their promise.

It Is not seemly that I write of my
own virtues, but It Is surely the privi-
lege and duty of every man to defend
his name and character when attacked.
Therefore I will say that though I
have mado a comfortable amount of
wealth from my loan offices It has not
been made by excessive Interest charges.
If I had been a hard man after all those
who had borrowed from my agents and
were unable to pay I would y be
one of the richest men In the world.

And then, too, I have never used what
wealth was graciously given me by the
good. gods for evil purposes. I have
bought neither honors nor offices; I
would cut my face with a knlfo rather
than acrept an offlco or an honor by
purchase.

It Is true thnt I havo loaned large
sums to the provinces nnd even to tho
Throne, but It Is also true that certain
honors were stripped from me when
the Government was greatest In my
debt. It Is also true that fur many years
I have contributed well to Hood or
drought sufferers, nnd It Is on record
at the Room of Worthy Deeds (I'ekln)
that during tho Inst direful famine, I
supplied food to 1,000 families In Tien-
tsin, to 1,000 families In other parts of
Pechlll and to 500 families In Shantung
for more than sixteen weeks.

They tell me thero Is very llttlo pov-
erty In France, nnd that even the poor-
est people save a little from day to dnyi

Tuesday evening. This evening I
was received by tho President of tho
Republic and Mine. Fnure. The great
halls of tho President's palace woro
thronged with eminent people from nil
over Franco and Europe. Tho Ameri-
can Minister was thero and extended
personally an invitation on the part of
President Cleveland. I know from all
I havo heard, seen and learned thnt my
reception In America will bo most agree-
able. I look forward to It anxiously,
especially to seeing New York and
Washington nnd visiting with Mr,
Cleveland.

Tho French President Is a quiet man,
of studious, careful habits, I should
think, He had lenrned somewhere or
aomehnw to speak ono or two phrases In
Chlneso, and these ho repented at least
eight times during our first meeting.
Mme. Kaure Is a plain woman, but, I
hear, of very kindly heart. She had
around her nt the reception n number
of the most beautiful Indies I had ever
seen. They were duchesses, princesses,
oountosses nnd the daughters of plain
politicians or merchants, but they were
all so charming that the title of Em-
press would not bo too great for the
majority,
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What strango things do happen!
One of the standing afar off
seemed familiar to me, and I found
after a white that ho was almost staring
at me, ns If to attract my particular at-

tention to htm.
When I asked Tuan to find out who

he was the gentleman himself came
over and extended his hnnd In Euro-
pean fashion.

"Does your Excellency remember mo7"
he nsked In my own language.

The moment ho spoke I remembered
him. He was Capt. Fournler, now a
high official, who was tho representa-
tive of Franco at tho Tientsin treaty. I
was so glad to see him again, for ho Is
truly a chivalrous man and an honor
to his country! I will send him a chest
of tea.

Midnight, before starting for Calais.
Tuan opened and read to mo a long
letter from tho German Kaiser a ltttlo
whllo ago. It came through tho Ger-
man Embassy here and Informs md that
my request for n hundred German off-

icers to Instruct our army has been
granted and that the War Office nt Ber-

lin wilt at once mako the select Ions.
China will pay the same salaries as they
would receive nt homo and their ex-
penses In addition. I hopo tho Throne
will not think I nm extravagant. Any-
way, tho money will come out of my
own provincial (Pechlll) funds. Now
wo shall havo an army!

The next day, crossing tho English
Channel, Viceroy Chang wrote:

I loft Franco with regret nnd am

going to England with some misgivings.
I read in the French press. In the Jifl
only that tho English were
making fun of mo when I was the guest
of Germany." That Is not right, for
when they mako fun of me It Is not
simply a person they nro treating lightly,
but tho envoy of a great nation.

It they do not treat mo well I shall
make my sojourn very brief, for I
would not linger in any house wherein
I was not welcome.

Ten o'clock samo morning. Tho
weather Is very rough Just now and
some of my party aro quite sick. But
I have remained on deck so that I might
see England and France at about one
and the same time.

I Just heard something which sounds
Hike a dream In truth. Some wealthy
Frenchmen nnd engineers backed by the
Government propose to build a tunnel
under theso very waters upon which we
are sailing. But I also hear that the
English, who do not believe It Is only a
dream, will not let them have an open-
ing on their soli. Oh, those English
they're afraid of everybody ond every-
thing! Yet they want to mako light of
me.

We nro in rough seas, nnd although
I can hear tho salutes of Dover Castle
I am going to my bed for a few min-
utes rest.

That the grand ambassador had a
touch of seasickness ho acknowledges
with evident reluctance In tho last
paragraph ho writes In England Just
before tnklng steamer for New York:

Once moro there Is beforo me the
prospect of some seven or eight days
of quiet, and the thought Is exceedingly
pleasing, Yet there nro also 3,000 miles
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results ships motion. Tuan,
nnd of chldcd

mo upon my seasickness, but
If had been ncross nnd up
down the Sen ns many times as I
they not been to their
staterooms by narrow
ova tho

the days tn England
so completely up was LI Hung
Chang's time, as ho himself It

with things nnd

small peoplo and famous" that ho had
no time for Ills memoirs. men ho i

WrltftR! I

Hawarden. Eleventh Dny of tho
Peaceful Jndc Emperor. Only here. In
tho homo of tho greatest living Eng- -

llshman, have I real rest since
leaving tho boat at Dover. Hero I
have enjoyed for a day such a rest as
I havo not known since good-- j
by to China; for It Is n pleasurablo

to sco nnd know this "Grand Old
It Is delightful to learn his

thoughts nnd to seo of
as ho sees them.

It Is highest prize of nubile ser- -
vlco to bo nble to retlro to such a homo
llfo as Is his, nmld tho tho
world tho lovo admiration of
his countrymen. If I could bo any
other person than Ll Hung Chang I
would want to bo William Ewart Glad
stone, the Grand Old Man of England.
And I would llko best, of all women,
even now tho Czarina, ono of;

Fournler's lovely daughters.
Mr. Gladstone met me at tho hand-

some, green stntlon upon my
arrival. A great crowd of his country
peoplo were there, nnd hats were raised
and hnndkcrchlcfo fluttered while our

descended from tho Then
there was long and hearty npplauso
as we hands, both us bare-
headed. I do not know when before In
public I was seen without a hend cov-
ering.

Mr. Gladstone ho Is "mister,"
for ho has refused the highest

British Queen could bestow was

much stronger In appearance than I
had expected to find him; yet when wo
wero close together and sat faco to

I could sco that ho was an old
man; much In his faco than I, al-

though there aro but nlno yearB differ-
ence, I believe, In our ages.

At once ho apologized for not having
como to London to meet me. But he
said-tha- t If ho had mado the trip ho
would havo very likely been 111 for a

or two. Ho had sent a telegram
to mo at Castle to this
effect two days before, and so I had de-

termined to visit him nt Hawarden,
even nt the expense of offending a num-
ber tho entertainment committee
and several members the Houso of

who had given me strong Invi-
tations to visit their homes.

Tho Viceroy on a later date a
of different personages In Eng-

land who ho thought might be offended
becauso ho had chosen to go his
own will" to visit Gladstone at Hnwnr-de- n

and neglected to necept tho many
other urgunt Invitations to prominent
houses. Ho asks:

What had theso other peoplo to offer
me? nnd wine nnd musical en-

tertainments? I had never heard
them, nny of them, what I
bo spending my tlmo with them for?
Tho Queen, her Mnjesty Victoria of
England and Ireland, her Bon, who will
bo If ho lives, Mr. Gladstone, Mr.

Lord Tennyson and Houses
of Parliament, thoso wero what Inter-
ested mo In England, and the ships.

Still continuing his narrative at Ha-
warden ho says:

Mr. Gladstone nnd mvself. neenmnnn.

"They have their best to Eng.
land," ho said, "nnd tn return have
been given only England's worst."

He pointed out somo tree to
mo and said that In eight year he had
kept his henlth good muscles
strong by this chopping exercise. It
amused mo very much, and I told him
I would like to seo him Btrlko a blow.
So ho took up the Instrument for cut-
ting nnd mado great dentB In
ono of the trees. Then he turned to me
and said:

of ocean between mo and New York, and Jed only by Leh and Bruco Interpret-the- y
say that of all tho great bodies ,.rs nnd secretaries took a stroll

of water tho Atlantic Is tho worst In over his estate and talked of many mat-temp-

All our party were seaBlck ters removed from state affairs. I was
on tho miserable llttlo run ucross tho surprised how well ho my life, andEnglish Channel tho nnrrow sea of ni( exnressed the same feeling I
tho English, the Viceroy calls It with told him that which I knew regarding
tho exception of myself. himself, He spoke about tho Queen,

I felt very 111 nt my Inwards about Indian nffnirs nnd of rulewe wero about mldwny ncross, but that for Ireland; nnd I was ccrtnln that hewas the nfter effects of Oermnn food hoped to see thnt unhappy country gov-a-

that Potsdam beer moro than nny.erned better beforo he died
of the
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t nM Mm T vH manv a time when
I was a boy, but that like many otner
boyish habits I hod outgrown this one
also. But he wonted me to try and I
did. However, It was awkward work,
for the handle of tho Instrument caught
In my slecvo and I nearly cut my foot

On tho train. Hour of the Crow. I
slept two hours during my visit to
Mr. Gladstone, and he slept also dur- -
tng that tlmo.
When wo met again a nice little lunch

was served. Bare oolong, some Chi- -

neso crackers ond cotd fowl. Mr. Glad- -

stono and myself ate alone this time,
Then, Just before leaving, we sat to-

gether and were photographed. I
could not get one of the pictures, al-

though I would willingly pay any prloe
for It. Still, I am told It will be In all
tho London papers In the morning,

During the following two days the
memoirs contain only tho briefest com-
ments on tho, dinner given In his honor
by the ,Lord Mayor of London, his
visit to the Tower and the Houses of
Parliament, and finally a carriage ride
through tho poorer sections of the city.
Iteferrlng to this last, ho says among
other things:

"Of course, It Is but natural that tha
hosts of our party want to show, us
only tho beautiful and prosperous In
their realm. I saw great grandourand
much wealth at Moscow and St. Pe-

tersburg, the temples, parks nnd fine
nvenucs. I saw also tho strength and

J Tf,e Viceroy, 1K
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greatness of Berlin, and tho wonderful!
activity of Essen, Bremerhaven, Mu-
nich nnd other cities. Nevertheless my
eyes wero constantly engaged for In-
sights Into the real conditions of the
people, and I saw things that somehow
told mo that all was not sunshine and
glory.

And It Is so with London and Eng-
land. I dined as tho guest of her
Majesty at the castle, and great officers
of state took mo to the Parliament and
to the forts and arsenals. I saw the
fine parks of London nnd some of the
great thoroughfares; yet I could see
In tho vnst crowds so mnny people who
wore poor. Even In the short time of
my Journey I havo learned to distin-
guish between tho different classes af
peoplo by tho clothes they wear.

My entertainers wero not overpleased,
I fear, by my desire nnd request to be
tnken for even a brief period through
tho poorer sections. "Wo hnvo poor In
China, millions of them, and tho sight
of rags Is not new to me, but I have
seen so many grnnd sights that I am
afraid unless you grant my wish that to
leave In my present framo of mind
would mean thnt I had not a true con-
ception of life in Englnnd." It was this
way thnt I talked to them. And finally
I was shown, hurriedly, some of the
more wretched pnrts of tho city,

I cannot tell now of nil I saw, nor of
my fullest Impressions, but I know that
I havo come to tho conclusion that
under a grand show many of tho coun-
tries with great armies and fleets of
ships hnvo much misery hidden from
tho eyes of tho world. China Is not the
only country whero there nro rngs and
hunger. The Chinaman cries out when
his stomach ts empty and his throat dry,
but In foreign hinds the hungry man
stents from his neighbor or breaks Into
his house.

Often, very often, ns I have teamed
In these few but eyo nnd mind opening
weeks, he Is ready to make silent war
with bomb or knlfo upon the Govern-
ment he blames for his hopeless con-
dition. The more I see nnd learn of the
lower classes of people tn Europo tho
greater Is my love and pity of the mis-
erable poor of my own country, for by
comparison tho latter are less vicious.
I bow now In respect to all China from

her Illustrious Majesty and tho court to
the river men of Canton.

On the ship, ready to sail for Now
York. Good-b- y to you, Czar and Czar-
ina, and to you, Bussla; good-b- y to you,
Kaiser, Bismarck and my friend Herr
Krupp of Essen: good-b- y to happy and
Gracious La Belle France; good-b- y to
Victoria, the Queen, and tho Grand Old
Man.

I am going to Grant's country.

Atlantic Voyage and
Reporters

PAUT IV.

HAT L! Hung Chang ttiaT troubled again with what he
had already characterized,
crossing the English Channel,

as a "disordered stomach," due to tha
"eating of German foods," and perhaps
to the "hofbrnu of Bismarck's," Is evi-
dent from the first entry tn his diary
after taking tho Cunnrder at Liver-
pool:

Third day on a mad ocean. After
eating. I do not think If ever I went
to Germany again I would eat either
with the Kaiser, Prlnco Bismarck or
any other great man, that Is, unless he
would be agreeable to my taking my
own foods In my own way. For I And
that my stomach has not been so dls--

orderod In years. I do not remember
that I was over so sick before.

Dr. Gray, the ship's medical officer,
says that I have been seasick. It la a
ridiculous and most unscientific diag-
nosis of my ense, und I did not hesitate
to tell him so. Dr. Tong-l- o does not
agree with Dr. Gray, nnd his disagree-
ment gives me more faith than ever In
our Chlneso medics.

The master of the vessel has been
very attentive to me; more bo, Indeed,
than I really desired for when one
feels as I have felt In the past three
days ho wishes most of all to bo let
alone.

Tong-l- e says he has never known me
to bo so Irritable, and my good cook
says ho has been unable to please me.
Poor fellow! he has staggered about the
ship like a man filled with strong drink,
and I know ho Is not nny happier than
I am. But he Is seasick, for he can
demolish all kinds of foods, foreign and
Chinese, without experiencing tho least
ill effects afterward.

The sun Is bright and warm to-da- y

and I am beginning to enjoy the ocean
air. We will be half the distance to
America by they tell mo. I
am also told that this mad ocean Is
quieter on tho American side.

Fifth day nut. If tho peoplo aboard
this ship are n fair sample of the great
mass of Americans I am sure they are
a wonderful nation. The men aro aa
polite ob tho French and do not stare
at one like tho Londoners. I was not
pleased with tho crowds of England's
capital. They wero rough In looks and
In behavior, ond many low fellows did
actually try tn Insult me. But tho
police wero cverywhero vigilant and
superbly organized, and several times
the thugs wero taught good lessons
with clubs.

I think every ono on board this ship,
excepting the third class passengers and
some of tho crew, havo been presented
to me In one way or another. Flno old
men, said to bo very rich, nro among
tho passengers. Ono of them, who owns
many railroads, was Introduced by an
American army Colonel, nnd later ho
brought his wlto nnd daughter. The lat
ter Is the belle of the ship and would do
for a princess at court. I told tho Inter
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preter to tell her so, and she replied

with all tho sweetness In tho woiid that
sho would like to be If I wero Klnu'

I think that was tho highest pral.e I
ever heard, and I shall send Miss Ma-
rvin enough line silks for the rest of her
life. She gave mo a beautiful fan, which

ho said nhe had purchased In Italy it
was so rich and expensive that I did not
want to take It, and so told her. tlui nhe
Insisted and I kissed her hand, t have
never before kissed a etrange laily't
hand not outside of our northern cap-
ital but I saw much of It In St. IVtcra.
burg and Moscow. I think now thnt the
Czarina expected me to kiss her hand
when she extended It Immediately fo-
llowing the ceremony of the coronation,
but I neglected to do It through my lg.
norance and excitement. Instead I
placed In her hand tho precious queen
Jade ring which tho Dowager had sent
as a present.

I shall never forget the first apparent
embarrassment of the Czar and his con-

sort, to be Immediately followed by a
most pleased look upon tho lovely face
of the pate Czarina. In a glance she ex-

amined the precious ring and then
gladly extended her hand nnco more, the
ring upon her finger. I was excited
somewhat and took tho hand in both of
mine and knelt upon the rug. I suppose
thero Is no man with his eyes open who
will not lenrn something every day.
Even Confucius said that a thousand
years of study was only a preparation
for the real knowledge one. should pos-

sess to be ablo to stand among his an-

cestors.
A Christian holiday (Sunday). My

teeth are troubling me y, that ts,
those which ore not false. When I get
to Shanghai again I shall have these
last troubling ones removed. We shall
be In New York I feel thirty
years younger than Gladstone.

At evening. Hour of tho Sheep. I
will go to my bed early, for wo will be
in New York Harbor at daylight. I am
worried about this American life I must
lead for two or three weeks. I hope It
will be much shorter. I only want to seo
Cleveland and tho tomb of Gen. Grant.

It was exactly a week, according to
the diary, beforo LI took up again the
narrative of his trip, writing at the Ho-
tel Bellevue, Philadelphia.

I have met that great and every-
where person known aa the American
newspaperman and I hnvo enjoyed him.
Also, I guess, he has enjoyed me, for I
have been told moro funny things by
the reporters than I ever heard in all
my life before. They are a jolly lot or
fellows, and I think a regiment of them
would make the biggest army enemy
laugh so much thnt they either could
not light or would not want to shoot
such clever chaps.

When wo came sailing Into New
York Bay, beforo Indeed we had really
left the mad ocean behind us, there
were many water crart coming to meet
us, smoke from their funnels and white
steam and nolso from their whistles.
Ahead of all the rest wero two or three
handsome tugs making for our ship as
If they would run us down. I thought
these must bo the official boats and I
went far forward on tho ship and looked
ahead to tho oncoming vessels.

There wero no ladles on these first
boats, and I surely thought they must
be the carriers of the officials. But I
soon learned my mistake, for these were
the tugs of the American press. Our
big ship slowed down for the press la
all powerful In the United States and
a lot of men scrambled aboard. They
wero clean, flno looking fellows, llko
young diplomats or secretaries In a for-
eign office.

At first I was somewhat nonplussed
nt their familiarity, for they neither
bowed nor hung back, but came straight
to our party and began Introducing
themselves nnd shaking hands. It was
Impossible to be offended, although, as
I hnve said, I wns nt a loss Just what .
to do or say. But soon I got used to
the flno fellows nnd took them as

on tho deck ns wo could go.
When I had them there I snld: "Now,

gentlemen, I have come to seo America
and not to bo the distributer of In-

formation. I want to learn things.
Therefore plenso tell my secretaries alt
nbout the points of Interest as wo go up
the harbor." And they did It, too.

I asked about everything I saw, nnd
beforo we had landed In New York I
could tell many things concerning the
city, especially what buildings loomed
up Into tho sky, tho various waters of
the bay, tho islands nnd tho forts, and a
lot of hucIi Information na only ono who
'travels may acquire.

From that morning to this I have not
been I was going to say an Instant nn
hour In my waking llfo without tho
co..ipany of my newspaper friends. At
Washington, with tho officials, on the
trains, at all the receptions and meet-
ings, even walling for me attho hotels
when I wanted to retire, nnd again look-
ing for me before I had partaken of the
first morning meal; they are wonderful
and tireless, and deserve to earn a great
deal of money.

I saw them hobnobbing with the Pres-
ident und with Governors Just as if tho
former wero only respectable tax gath-
erers. Still It all told me that this coun-
try was Indeed the democracy of tho
world. That great lesson I learned from
the actions of tho American nowsnane.r
men, and I bless them for It.

1 am a Journalist myself. Manv
pie would be willing to doubt and to ridi
cule, but It Is true nevertheless. While
I huvo never published a Journal nor
acted as editor, the profession of writing .
ts so noble thnt I um honored to claim
membership therein. When in my youth
1 thought or my future I said that some
day I wanted to be tho chang-yua-n
(poot laureate) of my country, and I
studied long and diligently. I took my
degrees ahead of many thousands tho
hsut-ts- al (A. B.), the chu-Je- n (M. A.)
and the tsun-B- Z (LL. D.), following each
other rapidly. And I have written and
written for many years.

One young reporter laughed long
when I told him I wns a newspaper
man too and that ho surely did not ex-

pect mo to glvo him nil the Information
I had gathered. He had been asking
mo qucsilons llko n rapid flro gun, and
I saw ho was new at his profession and
I Pitied him.

"You say, Mr. LI Hung Chang, that 'you nro n newspaper man?" he asked
when I appeared serious.

"Yes," I replied. "I huvo written a
great deal thnt has been published la
our Chlneso papers and which th
editors did not daro reruse."

"How wob thnt?" ho Inquired.
"They wero decrees from tho Throne,"

I told him.
Evidently that was nil ho needed for

his article that day, for he left mo Im-

mediately, after offering mo a clgnr, and
tho next morning I rend In one of the
New York papers thnt "LI Hung Chang
Is a writer who uses nn axo on any man
who dares blue pencil his Btuff."

(Co (I ill I'd iii'J-- f Sunday.)


