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PLAY U
AS

N recent interview Francis Neilson
M1, said that Americans had [ost
the art of Living, that they had no
stch thing as leisure and that ther
programne an unmitigated
il Themost recent distingoished visi-
tor from abroad. Pierre Loti, the I'rench
autor, is saving much the same thing.
It i< the tiret American characteristic a
fopeisner notices and the last he gots
accustomed  to. The  incessant  hurry
and bustle of Americans is the marvel and
the despair of foreign visitors and it has
bt saicd that the ehief occupation here
i biting seconds in two

fl‘lll\' was

Criticism of this sort has never been
taken in bad part, Indesd, it was re-
garded as fattering testimony of Amer-
wan industry and But re-
cently the situation has as=med a graver
charucter.  Physicians and nerve  ape-
cialists have warned the country that it
was on the verge of a nervous breaks
down, that the strian of ineessant toil
without recreation was proving too much,
They urged that greater in
quantity and better in quality, was nec-
sagary, that the nation must learn to
pluy  and that wholesome, recreative
wport was essential to the well heing of the
cotmiry,

In addition students of social and in-
dustrial questions have declared that the
sitdation containg a serious social and
moral menace.  All work and no play is
as bad for an entire people as it is for the
proverbual Jack. In their opinion it is
thee duty of the Government not only to
provide leisure for the people hut also
to offer means of wholesome recreation
sifficiently attractive to draw men and
women and boyvs and girls away from the
commercialized  substitutes for plays
comtres: the saloons, dance halls, pool
rooms and other similar resorts.

such eriticism applies, of course, par-
ticmdarly to the larger cities of the country
anck especially to the greatest city of all,
New York., Insupport of it an impressive
argument is supplied by the changes that
have come about in Chicago and Cleve-
land since these municipalities have taken
the problem of its citizens’ recreation in
hand, Frederie C. Howe, director of the
People's Institute of this city, said in
speaking on this subject:

“What is the great need of New York?
It is not clean streets. [t is not even
economy or political reform. It is the
great need of life in all its significance,
Two things comprise life, work and leisure,
and leisure means play

“There is one thing we Americans en-
tirely  overlook, vital fact that
fail to appreciate, and that s that ecivil-
ization depends upon how eisure is em-
plovesd. 1t is during leisure time that the
character, mind. body and  culture of
u people are created

“As life i= at present organized in this
country it consists of eight or ten hours
ol work and as many hours of sleep.
We alone of all the nations of the earth
make no public provision for leisure.
No country in the world offers so many
opportuuities for play to the rich, and
no country in the world offers so little
to the poor.

“It is otherwise abroad, in Germany,
Italv. France and Continental countries
They look upon the hours of leisure as
a time for bringing happiness and cul-
ture into the lives of the people.  Music
is provided. Art is provided. The apera,
the theatre and opportunities for whaole-
some, clean, cultural play have a plice

Pl erprise

recreation,

one we

i the city budget along with provisions |

for sanitation, health and  ed ucation
In consaquence of this publie provision
fur play the commercialized amusement
agencies are compelled to compete on the
high standards established by the com-
munity

“Jane Addams in a

recent utterance,

gave an excellent picture of the con- |

dition existing in the modern city.

“‘Since the soldiers of Cromwell," she
said, ‘shut up the people’s playgrounds
and destroyed their pleasure fields the
Anglo-Saxon city has turned over the
provision for public recreation to the
most evil minded and most unscrupulous
members of the community. We see
shousands of girls walking up and down
the streets on a pleasant evening, with
no chance to catch a sight of pleasure even
through a lighted window save as thess
lurid places provide it. Apparently the
modern city sees in these girls only two
possibilities, both of them commercial
first & chance to utilize by day their new
and tender labor power in its factories

and shops, and then another chance in |

the evening to extract from them their

petty wages by pandering to their love |

of pleasure.
“perhape never before have the pleas=
ures of the young and mature become so

definitely separated as in the modern city. |

The public dance halls, filled with frivo-
lous and irresponsible young people in
a feverish search for pleasure, are but a
sorry substitute for the old dances on the
villuge green, in which all of the older
people of the village participated.’

“Here you have the picture and the

problem. We cannot expect commer-
ciulized agencies to be moved by other
than commercial motives. Only the

community itself can grapple with this
problem of leisure time, yet we in this
country have allowed the individual to
shift for himself. We have, in our charac-
teristic way, individualized recreation.
We have made it a part of our individual
|lll“l):\u|lh'\'.

“The poverty of the poor makes com-
mercialized recreation prohibitive.  Ac-
cesg even to the parks and suburbs is
difficult on account of the carfares. In
the winter months the city is barren of
opportunity. Moale sabtic  plices  are
closad-dGwn or are not suitable for win-
ter use,

“The demand for recreation is as keen
in the winter as it is in the summer, how-
ever. This demand is met by saloons,
dunece halls, theatres and other mediums
of commercialized amusement. The 800
danee halls, the 800 moving picture shows
and the 11,350 saloons in Greater New
York are an eloguent proof in themselves
of the universality of this hunger and of
the sort of supply which commerce offers
to meet this need,

“These agencies are the response to the
city's neglect, They thrive on the hun-
gor for companionship and play. Vice,
crime, drunkenness and disorder are
the bitter fruits of our policy. They are
by-products of the street, the saloon and
the dance ball, CUrime is mostly commit-
ted during leisure hours.  Our indifference
to this elemental necessity has brought a
fine revenge

“The waste Involved In such a polley
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CHL Fven the maoney
beyond caloulation The tmora
Incaleulabls ton, We  conlid
cut the vice and crime of thi
hall by proper expenditure for
musement, We would relieve the penal
nd correctional institutions of muach
their onerous efforts to control the
underworld It we gave the millions of
children and grownups a  wholesome
wtlet for thelr craving for play Now
York spends annually $16.000000 on fis
Police Department, $£3.800000 on courts |
and eriminal administration and $1,600,. |
o0 on Institutions for the detention of
bovs and girls alone. What an enor:
mousg opportunity for saving Is here of-
fired! !

“We know from experience that the
opening of a playveroun Enun--.!l:nu:_\'!
reduces juvenile  delingquencey In the,
nelghborhond in which it 18 located, |
Some of the =choolhouse dances have |
put the dancerous commerclal dance
halls out of husiness |

“In Chicago, which has gone In for
such reform on a much larger seale
than hag ever been attempted here, it
has been shown that such a potiey ef- |
feets n most gratifving moral and eco- |
nomical result,  In the stock vards dis- |
tricts of that city juvenile lawbhreaking |
increased 44 per cent, In oa short time
For the entire city the increase in such
delinquency showed an Increase of 12
per cont. for two vears, Round about
the recreation centres there was a de-
crease of 17 per cent. These figures
speak for themselves

“Chicago Is less than half the slze of
this city and does not compare with it
in wealth, SBome years ago that city |
appropriated  £11.000000  for  bullding |
people’s clubs or recreation centres, At
these centres every provision
wasg made for community life. There
were extensive plaverounds sufficiently
attractive to invite the Libworing clagses
| after their hard day's wwork.  Around |
| these plaverounds were henches andf
for the mothers of the commu |
nity. Here they miaht whils thelr
{ children played. Fathors, mothers and |

possihle

seats

=it

| ehildren could all find amusement  at
these centres, and the Influences that
make for the disintearation of the

famlly In large cities were thus sreatly
reduced,

“These clubhouses wore ors
lan elaborate basis,

inized oan
There was a trained

director to look after the work of the
various departments There was a
large and well equipped evmnasinm,
baths, a library and a hall for meetings
|and coneerts. In some re Were res- |
[ taurants . perated at cost, and a few |
even went so far as to publish thelr |
OWN newspapers, !
“Twelve such eclubhousea have heen |
! built in recent vears., The resulta hu\.’u’
heen 8o gratifyving that at the Town
|

Plan Exhibit held in Berlin in 199 [t
| was vaoted that of all the cities in the
world Chicago had done maost and had
Lheen most successful in this direction. |

“A new community feeling arose Iu‘
those neighborhoods fn which the eclubs
were  located Peoaple met more fre-
| quently and came in closer touch with |

|r-.'u'h ather In fact these recreation
|centres give a new meaning to democes |
racy: thev encourage thoughtfulness,
generosity, equality and inspire ;---n]-h-i
with a n vision

“In Cle ind, a city of 500,000 aou's

ind without the resources of New York

n simllar conditlon of things exists
tme of the things that endeared Tom
I.. Johnson to the peopls of that city |

was the vislon he had of the necessity

of public provision for play He re-
moved the ‘keep off the grass' signs
from the parks Forty basehall dia-

monds were opened, both In the parks
and on private land Basehall leaguer
were organized by the clty in the vari-
ous factory districts. The park depart-
ment Issed permits for games on Sat-
urdavs, Bundays and holidavs and en-
couraged the leagues In every wn
possible.  Thousands of peaple came to
these amateur games, and It was ab- |
served inoa short time that saloon evils
Cwere greatly reduced

Bath and gymnasiums were
}h'n"r Instructors were put in charge
| These places were  dally  packed by
ltl\r-ung.« of men, women and children
|
|
I
1

houses

“These offerings proved popular
that the origzinal plans were extended,
More than a score of plavgrounds wn-ru-‘
opened and a hundred odd teanis courts
were lald out. The Industrial n-<!ghh«.r-'
hoods of the clty spontaneously organ- |
1zed into great groups and arranged for
perlodical romping davs, fetes and fos-
tivitles.

“Recently Cleveland made the exper]-

S0

| ment of adding municipal dance halls
| to the already long List of municipal

amusement  places. Two  such  halls
I were  established, dances wore glven

jevery afternoon and evening, wood or-
chestras were enpaged and three cents
was charged for admission. They
proved an ungualified success, In two
months thousands of younz men and
women attended these dances and there |
was not a single arrest for misconduct
"Now Cleveland Is planning to bulld
a great dance hall to be operated |
throughout the yvear and equipped with
a bathhouse and a restaurant, In the
summer dancing will take place on the |
roof |
“The results of these generous public |
activitids are making Clevelend one of
the most orderly and most moral cities |
in the country. It is singularly free
from vice and crime.  More than this, |
It has created In the residents a love for |
thelr elty such as 1 Lave not found any- i
where else in the country, '
“Many things have of course heen
done in this city, but much more I8 nlllll

to be done, The recreatlon pler has
proved a great success, The schods that
hive been made avallable to the people
for educational and recreational pur-
poses are numerous, but New York is
more than a mere clty, It is an emplire. |
In no place 1s congestion so terrible s
here,  Conditions here call for greater
action. We have done much, but we
must do more

“This Is an age of preventive mnrll-!
cine, The programme of the
Institute Is to check vice, crlme anl
disorder at its very source. We belleyve
that the ¢ity can compete with the su-
loon, the dance hall and the commoer-
clalized amusement place, and at very
lttle cost, by offering an alternative for
the boy and girl on the street and the
father and mother In the tenement.

“The People’s Institute Is working on
a programme to satlsfy the need which
modern clty has created,
| “The Institute Is promoting a pro-
gramme for the development of music
lin the schools through orchestras, glec
l('ln.hs and choral socletles, by organlz-
| Ing concerts and contests and by
| clallzing this agency of education™

People's |

BoO-

THE SUN, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1912.

B ——

" VISIT FROM ST. NICHOLA

]

—_——
THE MAN WHO KNEW

= SANTA CLAUS BEST

TR Ra i -
Dr. Clemen? Clark Aoore §
Author of "< lisrt §i

From SFE Nicfoles, ]

[
v

,# i e

—— - . A e A e I . ¥ i o ——

“Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring. not even a mouse:

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there.
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugarplums danced through their heads.
And Mama in her kerchief and | in my cap

Had just settled our brains for a long winter's nap;
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter

| sprang from m * bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window | fled like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash,

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow

Gave the lustre of mid day to objects below,

When what to my wondering eves should appear

But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver so hvely and quick

I knew in a moment it must be Saint Nick.

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,

And he whistled and shouted and called them by name.
“Now. Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer! and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on Donder and Blitzen!

To the top of the porch! To the top of the walll
Now dash away! dash away! dash away alll”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly

When they meet with an obstacle mount to the sky,
So up to the housetop the coursers they flew.,

With the sleigh full of toys and Saint Nicholas too.
And then in a twinkling | heard on the roof

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof—

As | drew in my head and was turning around,

Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.
He was dressed all in furs from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarmished with ashes and soot,
A bundle of Toys he had flung on his back,

And he looked like a pedler just opening his pack:
His eyes—how they twinkled! His dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherryl

His droll little mouth was drawn up in a bow,

And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;
He had a broad face and a little round belly,

That shook when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,

And | laughed when | saw him in spite of myself;

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head

Soon gave me to know | had nothing to dread;

He spoke not-a word, but went straight to his work
And filled all the stockings, then turned with a jerk,

And laying his finger aside of his nose
And giving a nod up the chimney he rose. .
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
J And away they all flew like the down of a thl_stle'.
L But | heard him exclaim ere he drove out of _snght... :
' “Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night.
J : P
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ATTLESHIP

~ LAUNCHING

| REAT is the engineering task
involved in the laynching of
a vessel of the size of the

battleship New York, which was
i‘rﬂ'om ly set afloat at the navy yard in
| Brooklyn. The spectators in general feel
that the real moment of suspense has
i passed when the sponsor smashes the
| bottle upon the battle craft's ponderous
[ster.  The mere fact that the vessel
| sweeps smoothly toward the water con-
' veys to them the idea that is a simple
| porformance that calls for no wonder-
| ment, because, after all, isn't she just
|nli(ling down hill? But the man in charge

building, but likewise under the «
wuys upon which she will finally
into the water. Even though the
ship is a thing of wonderful sir.
when afloat, still it is sensitivetoslipi:
riations from proper conditionsdurin; 110
time it rests upon the land. The sy,
of an inch in the supporting ground may
mean deformation to the growing strie.
ture and consequent woakness; and g
the time of launching this yielding of the
foundation may lead to delay, dicip.
pointment or even actual damage.

In order that the foundation mav e

rigid enough it is customary to drive

{of her building and immediitely re- into the ground many rows of pilings
sponsible for her safe transfer from the and so to fasten them together that tiey
land to the water is conscious of no elation | shall add materially to the stability of

until she rides upon the tide, and then he
breathes a heartfelt xigh of relief. When
unders-

precedes a launching you will

feels until his ship is securely afloat.

The battleship New York when com-
pleted will have a total displacement of
something over 28,000 tons, but at the
time of her launching her weight was
pru[g;hly about 10,0000 tons, Ten
thousand tons of steel is a counterpart in
weight of many a skyscraper, but sky-
scrapers are designed to remain station-
ary. The problem of the naval construc-
tor is first to fashion his ship upon the
land and then to carry her to the water
without breaking her back en route,
The bigger the vessel the harder this
task becomes.

The New York has a total length of
573 feet, like that of her sister ship, Texas,
launched at the Newport News Ship-
building Company's yard some months
ago. The New York had to be moved
somgthing more than a tenth of a mile
before her bow reached the river—the
vessel being launched stern first. In all
this distance everything had to be equal
to the stresses placed upon it, if accident
and perhaps disaster was to be avoided.

Some years ago faulty calculations
came to a fatal climax when one of the
cruisers of the British navy was launched.
That ship stumbled on her way to the
water and turned over and sank, drown-
ing many workmen who were busy at
their tasks inside of her and below decks.
When the French cruiser Danton should
have gone overboard about three years
Lago she stuck after travelling about
| forty yards, and it was a matter of several
weeks before she was finally put in the
water. Perhaps now you can grasp some-
{ thing of the anxiety and the responsi-
. bility which Naval Constructor Robert
 Stocker felt until the New York floated
upon the East River.

Broadly spe.king, the launching of a
large ship beginms before even her keel
i 8 lid, because everything must be con=
, #idered contributory to that event. The
, Site where the vessel is to be Luilt must

be chosen with the ultimate event of
liunching uppermost in mind and, as
| far as possible, taking advantage of natu-
ral conditions. It is preferable if the
lund slopes gently toward the water’s
;edge, but above all things the ground
| must be solid enough to bear without
yielding the growing weight of the craft
| while under construction. g
| This must he the cuse not only under
!thn.- biwocks which be.r her body while

|
HONORING
| HILE the children all over the
{ land are occupied with the
! gifts left them by Santa

Claus many New York chil-
 dren will gather to pay a tribute to the
| memory of the man who knew § .nta
| Claus best. Clement Clarke Moore,
'who wrote “'Twas the night before
 Christmas,” is buried in Trinity Ch: *ch
 Cemetery, at Riverside Drive and 1. .th
, street, and there the children will go
| on Christmas morning to lay a wreath
tupon his grave. The thing was .one
for the first time last year and so eager
was the children's interest that it is
likely to become a New York custom.
The children will gather at the Chapel
of the Intercession, at Broadway and
158th street, and led by the vested choir
march to the foot of 154th street, sing-
ing Christmas songs and carols. Hun-
dreds of other children will join the

turn into the cemetery and the chil-
dren will form a circle round the plain
granite monument which is just under
the wall.  Little heads will bow while
the rector of the chapel, the Rev. Milo
| H. Gates, reads an old Christmas
| prayer. Then the children will sing
the "First Noel,” and one of them will
recite the poem that all children know
and love,

'The Rev., Mr. Gates is likely to tell
the story of the man who wrote the
poem and how he lived as a boy in a
big house at Ninth avenue and Twenty-
second street in the days when Green-
wich Village seemed far away from
New York., The big square house had
been built by his grandfather, an E.g-
lish army officer who came over to
help the Colonists in the French and
Indian wars and stayed to make his
home in the New World,

He named his big white house on top
of a hill Chelsea in memory of the big
army hospital in London, where he had
been more than once.  He left it to his
diughter  Charity, who married a
young minister, afterward Bishop
Moore, president of Columbia College,
which was called King's Collage while
the Colonies still had a king.

There little Clement Clarke Moore was
born on July 15, 1788,  All about him
a8 he played along the walks or under
the frult trees in the orchard he saw
the farms which the Dutch nelghbors
had inherited from thelr fathers and
grandfathers. It was one of these nelgh-
bors, a red cheeked Dutch farmer's
son, working In the garden, who first
told the little boy the story of Salnt
Nicholas, whose name the Dutch chil-
dren had shortened to Banta Claus, At
Christmas Santa Claus always filled the
wooden shoes of the children back In
Holland, but he had not come often
to the New World, But the nelghbor
thought that If Clement watched for
Santa Claus he might some time see
him.

So the little boy, who had no brothers
and sisters to play with, watched for

marching column, their hands filled
with flowers and holly,
At 154th street the procession will

what is usually called the building slip

| Sometimes concrete and masonry .re

you know something of the work that | employed to insure the desired firmi.s

| There must be ample water at the tine

stand the apprehension which the builder | of launching to float the vessel and to

give latitude enough for her initial plun ge
Therefore tidal conditions at the prol,
able season of launching must be cor
sidered, and not infrequently an lour
chosen which will hamper least the trafi
upon a busy waterway.

In the case of the New York, which is
a larger and a longer ship than the Flor
ida, which preceded her at the navy yurd,
it was necessary to move the building
slip further to one side, and this necessi-
tated restrengthening the underlying
ground. As the land does not at that
point slope helpfully toward the East
River the desired incline had to bLe in.
sured by laying the New York's keel
at an angle which brought her bow uj
above the roofs of some of the neighior
ing buildings. Now let us follow tle
further preparations from the ground

The keel blocks are next laid. Thiwe
are heavy pieces of timber, rectancular
in section, placed one upon the other ind
on which the ship is actually built. These
blocks or piles of blocks are placed at fre
aquent intervals, say three or four feet
apart, and a line along the tops of all of
them forms the gradient upon which
the keel of the ship is laid. At the lowe=t
point near the river these blocks are high
enough to make sure that the bow of (4
ship will be clear of the ground at the time
she dips forward when reaching the water.

When the keel has heen laid on the
blocks, then from these foundation plates
rise the steel frames or ribs, and to these
are joined the deck beams and the trans-
verse walls or bulkheads. Finally over
this framework or skeleton are fastened the
inner and the outside platings which are
technically termed skins. First the
frames and then their succeeding plating
are held in place by shores which to the
layman appear to bs misused telegraph
poles, and for a time these supports
actually bear a part of the weight of the
ship. To the casual eye they have every
appearance of being props needful to
keep the vessel from toppling off of the
keel blocks.

Without going into further details, the
hull and body structure of the battleship
should be about 05 per cent. completed
when ready for launching. As has been
said, in the case of the New York this meant
a total weight of about 10,000 tons; in the
case of the battleship Texas the weight on
the ways at launching was something over
11,000 tons.

OUR POET

Santa Claus every Christmas eve. He
did not lose falth even when he went to

. Columbla, and In 1822, when he was
| married and living in the old home with

its wide fireplaces, he wrote the poem
for his own boys and girls. They of
course had been told all about Santa
Claus and hung up their stockings every
Christmas eve.

The children had a Christmas guest,
the daughter of Dr. Butler, a minister
in Troy, and she copled the poem in
her album. The next year she gave it
to the editor of the Troy Sentinel and
he put it In his yaper. !

At first Dr. Moore was not pleased,
for he thought the poem was not very
kood company for his Greek and He-
brew dictionary, but when he found out
how the children loved It he was glad
He lived to see it transwated into all the
languages of the world, and finally when
he was more than 80 years old, the
Historical Soclety of New York asked
him to make a copy of It to take the
place of the first one written so long
before.

He died In Newport in 1863 surrounded
by his children and grandchildren and
protected from the echoes of another
great war by the love of the children
of all the world. In New York th
draft riots were golng on, so he wu-~
buried first In St. Luke's Chapel In
Hudson street. Later his body wa
moved to the green lot where the chil
dren whom he loved could wander up
and down the paths all through the
summer, and in winter could come !
decorate his grave.

After this story has been told a
wreath will be lald upon Dr. Moore'
grave and the children will march about
It singing “Hark the Herald Angels
8ing" and adding their own lttle offor-
Ings,

On Christmas night [n the Theological
Seminary on Ninth avenue, which
stands where Dr. Moore's old home used
to be, another ceremony takes place.
Such of the students as the Christmas
vacation may have left in town march
out to the refectory at the back singing
anthems and carrying a rope of holly
to twine about the portrait of Clement
Clarke Moore which hangs there,

They may have lost some of thelr
falth in SBanta Claus, but they remember
the man who gave his home to found the
seminary and wuas  its  professor of
Oriental  languages for thirty yeal
Rising  real estate ‘ues made 10
Moore very rich, and In 1818 he @uve
the apple orchard that reached from
Ninth avenue to the river betwoou
Nineteenth and Twentieth strects
the site of the seminary. The ho
stood upon its high hill until 1850, wh o
It was demollshed, and the hill went
fill the water lots on Tenth avenue,

At that time Dr. Moore gave up !
active work in the seminary and
came professor emeritus, He devo!
the last years of his life to the man
charitles and good works In which
was Interested. A tablet in old =
Petar's Church near by bears witness
these, and In the wuew Church of th
Intercession a similar tablet will !
placed,  Neither forgets to  ment
that he was the authdr of the poo
which will be remembered long ul

they have crumbled to dust.




