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COMING MODES SEEN
IN SOUTHERN QUTFITS,

Farly Winter Straws Give Hints!
of Things to Be Worn
in the Spring.

PARIB HATS BIG AND SMALL
Gowns in Two Toned Color Ride
by Side With Gorgeous
Effects.

Ring out the old, ring in the new! Ina
few days the bells will chime and with
joy we will discard this old year and wel-
come the new. And so it is with our
olothes. Gladly we discard them for the
new in spite of the associatlons many
of the old ones have for us.

We apend the montha of Octobar and
November planning our wardrobes and
arranging our homes. The month of
December ia mainly devoted to Christ-
mas and Christmas shopping. And when
we reach January we heave a righ of re-
Hef and prepare to enjoy the fruit of our
labors and exploit our gowns and our
homes.

Those who go South during February
and the early epring months must needs ‘
begin all over again and prepare for their |
summer attire while still in the midst of
winter. In the first week in January
even the laftovers are cleared awav and
reom is made for these summery gar-
ments. Then begins the search for some-
thing new; always and eternally rome-
thing new, and yet the philosophers tell
us there is nothing new under the sun
But women are poor philosophers as a
rule, and they insist upon even the im-
possible, and they usually get it

Take out & gown that has carefully been
put away to awai' a possible revival
of its style, one of grandmother’'s gowns
with its rich brocade, its panniers and its
albow sleeves. But the rich brocade of
long ago is not the rich birocade of to-day;
it was bought for itz body, its lasting
qualities and because it could stand alone,
while the brocade of to-day is bought
for it softness and supplencss and cling-
ing qualities. The pannier of grand-
mother's time is not the pannier of to-
day, nor is the tight fitting elbow sleeve
with its old fashioned frill to be placed
slde by side with the kimono sleeve which
has held its eway ro long. So revivals
of style are only seeming revivals,

An old picture may suggest an idea
for a new creation, but its development
in the hands of a French designer is
something very different from the original
and one is really quite safe in ecalling it
new. To all intents and purposes it is
new. How utterly hopeless and aggra-
wvating is last year's gown and how clev-
erly the designers arrange that it= making
over is practically an impossibility!

One wonders what will become of thesa
oostly brocades and these silver and gold
tissues a few months hence, for a gown is
as old as its style and style is always
short lived.

The early midwinter models for South-
orn wear are usually a reflection of the
fall styles with evolutions on American |
lines. The vast majoritv of French mod- |
els do not come over until March, so the |
woman who wishes to be strictly French |
in her dress waits till then before ordering |
her epring and summer costumes |

Here and there, however., we do see
straws which may indicate the course of |
fashion, but we must have a keen eve |
for these straws. Occasional modsls |
both in hats and gowns are being sent |
over. Reboux continuestosend thesmall
hata ghe made so popular and understands
80 well how to fashion becomingly
ette, always an artist in the nanipulation |
of the large hat, is sending some large |
hats for evening wear that are graceful |
and picturesque, hars that ssem almost |
like halos. One particularly e {
model was of velvet in largs mu-h |
effect. |

On the brim was laid a flat piece of tulle |
cut the exact shaps of the hrim and fin- |
fahed with a picot edoe, but extending a i

\
\
|
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little from it 1o soften the lines.  Around |
the crown was drawn a =of o of black

satin ribbon and a larse fa bow quite |
oarelesaly tiad finished it [t was remark-

ably simple in s'vie and depended upon

ita line for effectiveness  In the hands of

an amateur 1t would have lost totally 1in

effect.

Anotherstriking hat was a rolling railor
with the velvet shghtly ful'ed on and
the upper part of the roll extended with
blaek tulle 1 several thicknesses  ‘Two !
long strands of paradize stood stratght
up in front. These tulle trimmings on
the velvet hata give them a touch of
alriness which makes them suitable for
evening wear when a hat 1s desired

Not every woman can Wear the small
tulle hats, #o the larger velvet hat with
the tulle trimming is a soiution for the
woman who looks best in larger head-

A fewstraw hate are heing shown hy the
importers, and there is a gradual ten- |
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very strongly this winter, both in lnterinrr'
furnishings and in the embroideries on
gowns and suits  Valuable indeed are
the bita of Chinese handwork which nm_\'f
be stored away, and they add manv a
bright note to an otherwise dull unrli
colorless gown. The odd sleeves as the

position to the material of the gown, but'
not on it. Wherever lace s placed on a
[material so that it brings out strongly

the pattern of the lace and ita quality,
it must be one that ean bear inspection
or it had better not be used at all.

Crépe de chine and China silk will be

only note of color on frocks of one dull | extensively used this spring, and crépe
tone have beon particularly effective "(li- chine as a lining is really ideal. We
Chinesa mandarin skirts are being used | have grown rather aceustomed to the
for lamp shades and are wonderful in|heavy brocades and silks as linings for
richness of color and yet softness of | fur and evening wraps. and yet nothing

effect. I
Bide by side with the gorgeous affects
are the gowna in two toned color with |
practically no trimming whatever, which
depend upon the clever manipulation
of the two shadea for their general at-
tractiveness. Kteel gray and taupe wers |
the general scheme of a charmeuse gown
which in line and treatment was a marvel
in ita conception and, moreover, had not |

& particle of drapery,

The gown proper waa of stes! grav, |
the bodice was made in simpls peasant
form, and the ekirt hung in straight lines
to the floor, where it ended in a short,
pointed train. The sleaves, which were
attached to the short kimono portion,
were of taupe, as was the girdle, which
consisted of a straight piece of the mate
rial about six inches wide and wiich
hung straight down from a short wuist
line to just below the waist line it=elf,
with no fulness and no drawn efect

On either side of the front of the skirt

conld be a greator mistake, for these
heavy garments nend a woft lining to
preserve the soft, elinging lines necessary
this vear. Last year Mme. Paquin lined
many of her evening and fur wraps with
erepe de chine and they met with marked
stccess gbrond. We wera not quite so
ready to adopt thesa linings here and
it seems strange, for they slip on and
off g0 easily and lessen the welght of the
wraps to a marked degree.

Plack erépe de chine for mourning is
used almost entirely for indoor gowns,
aud trimminga of white eréps on thess
gowns are being used mora and more.
In fact white mourning crépe as trim-
mings and for entire waists isa much in
demand A black erépe de chine gown,
made on simple lines, had a small turned
down collar of white er pe with turned
up enfMs to mateh.  fta simplicity and ef-
foctiveness were so pleasing that a young
womnn who admired it said it almost

“mude her wizh to be in mourning,

Many Messages Bent to the
Noted Authoress During
Her Eventful Life.

HOW AROUT DRAMATIZING?

Nephew of Lounisa M. Aleott Has
in His Possession Commenda-
tions From All Over World.

|

OME letters found recently among
the effucts of Loulsa M. Alcott,
which are In the possession of
her nephew, John Pratt Alcott,

(suggest the question what she would

:thlnk of the present dramatization of
“Little. Women,” and how she would
feel about the publicity she and her
work are now securing. These let-
ters were sent to her from admiring

| readers, self-appointed critics and the

| ldla curious after the publication of
“Little Women.” ‘hey were copled
lm-mly in the fine, palnstakingly cor-

EXTRAORDINARY GREEN SATIN

TUNIQUE OF LIGHTER GREEN CHIFFON,

two taba about four
attached and were looped just below
knees. Running around the
throngh the tabs was a band
about the rame width Al
commencing at the shoglders
long tabliers which were kne

inches

rKIirt
of taupwe
the hack
wers wo
ttewd ndway

| of the skirt and then fell and were laopad
[under before they reached the toor \
| bias band of the taups finished the bottom
b

| These long lines and cross lines on th

steel gray toundation were classic in their

{treatment and a relief among so muen
| complexity in drapery

Two shades of amethvst were also

denocy toward hats that roll up at lhnlmmd with much suceess on a draped gown,
side and back and are trimmed in the | the lighter shads winding in and oo

baok. Trimmings are taking the form | among tha drapery and forming 1l
Paradise fantasies, |

of question markes
beth long and ehort, are curled in this
odd looking arrangement

lower part of the bhiouse and slecoves

These frocka in material of two shades

The inquir- | make economical gowns from one point

ing mind of woman, handed ‘luwp to her | of view, for they require no treimminge,
from her ancestor Eve, now finds ex- | although thay need to he handled by an

pression in the hat trimming

Bome straw models with high crowns
and tiny brims are also heing shown,
theugh on the larger hats the crowns |
are quite flat and melon shaped. There |
is & scoop shaped hat which rolls up at
the back and has almost a bonnetlike
affeot. and with one single plume posed
in the back makes a charmiug frame for
apretty face.

Moet of the straw braids seen so far are
extremely fine and narrow, and as many
of these hats will bw made by hand they
are likely to he rather sxpensive, in con-
sequenoce of the cost of the extra labor
required in the making This is offset
in & manner by the scantness of the trim-
mings, for they still continue sinall,

Tiny little wings, shaped like Meroury

o butterfly wings, are used as & flat
“ow

trimming, and for the high trim-
mings long narrow sirips of velvet are
pesed to stand straight up in front, and
look like long blades of grass. Jet, ma-
lines and crepe de chine play an im-
portant part ia millinery trimnmings, and

| expert

1

But what is saved in trimuines
is perhaps offset in the making of the
gown itself.  Whers economy is a thige
to ha considered in planning a costume,
it in always better to economize on the
trimmings and accessories than in the
workmanship, for beauty of line neosds
no adornment, whercas all the trimming
on & gown will not suffice to cover up a
poor cut and an ugly line

The use of white laces on dark gowns
in always a dangerous experiment and
where they are used should be of a very
good quality. A touch of real luce on a
dark gown will lend distinction aned
dignity to it. Thesa dark ealors bring
the lace #o much into prominencs that it
must neads be of a very gooad quality |
or the gown is hopelessly cheapened

Inexpensive lacea may be used to any |
extend on thin summer materials and '
they add a note of daintiness and airiness. |
The thinness and light ness of most summer
materials do not vie with the laces for,
prominence, but the one blends in v.;nh’
the other and there are no sharp con- |

hats have the entire crown covered ; trasts, Lace flounces on thin materials |

with this self-same crepe.

There are straws too, so finely woven
as to resamble orepe. Ribbons with
besders in Greek pattern are extremely
sttractive, and one emall hat which
twmed up sharply ut the back had a large
bow of this ribbon which fell gracefully
over the halr and, in fact, completely
covered it
. The Chinese influence made itself felt

add both to the material and the general |
effect of the attire, but lace flouneces on
either skirt or bodice in dark winter |
materials give an appearance of fussineas |
which is always 1o be avoided
Thin neta und laces which are not real

may be usad for high collars and yvolim, |
for here they ars not placed on the |
material itself and the flesh beneath them |

softens them. They are placed in juste-
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White criépa jg bacoming more popnlar

v oeach dav

and the shops are showinge all
manner of neck pie
terial W and
edeed with it and entire bows made of
I, and there js a roftniess and simplicity
thout it suitablo for mourn
where ane wishes 10 reliove the heavy
eVect of first o !

ite ecollars jabhots  are
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USES FOR MARSHMALLOWS.

IThe houss
crlinary g

eoper who has not tested the
stbilities of marshmallows has
# pden of their many uses For emer

1tin box of these inexpensive cand jes
et tar the supply eloset

Bhould the mipply of eges give ont when

flline or trostinge 1w wanted for a dark laver
Cahe marshmallows may be substituted
While the cake is #till hot place marshmals

ows torn in halves between the two lavers
el also on top of the eplace the
Chake o the oven 1or o few moments unty)
here s an even layer of partially melted
r the cake
Linely chopped nuts, grated sweet choen
cocoanut may be sprinkled ovep
The vieldine surtace, and candied cherries,
its ot citron or angelica, shireds of almonds
or  halve Euglish walputs are CasIly
erabedded in ornamental lushion

For the afternoon tea table the plainest
at liile cakes topped with marshimallows
lced Tor a moment in a slow oven e
rined nto French

Cilhe

marshmallows ove

and |

1 rans confections

Spice cabe baked In o thin sheet and e |

in gmall rounds of the sizo af a marsh
mallow i= an inexpensive substitute for 1he
srall, tancy cahes of the caterer. Top
cach littde efrele with a half marshmallow

and partially melt in a slow oven, Doco-

Lrate with o single nut meat, balf a cherry

or a cross marking of chovolate or colored
frosting.

It the materinl for a frolt salad is scant
cut warshmallows in quarters, using a well
floured  pair of svissors.  Equal purts of
wripws truit, Fnglish walnuts and marsh-
mallows mwixed with hall the guantity of
diced pincapnle make a salad combinution
cutted 1o a French dressing flavored
with wine

Ordinary chocolate jce cream (8 easlly
trunsformed into an apparently expensive
novelty by adding a plentiful supply of
quartered marshmallows when the eream
is half frozen. It the chocolate is rich and
dark these dull white particles make an
effective khowing and also add an unusual
ttavoring.

Ihe sine addition may be made
aold  chovolate  padding, the marsh-
mallows furnishing an attractive it ol

coloring nud contpibuting to « deliciously
tavored dessers.

to a

DOLMAN OF BLUE AND SILVER

MBINED WITH
VELVET AND ERMINE.

v Mmade of this ma-

of boys as often as they are from the
girls for whom the books were written

cspecially, A group of the letters from

i ";hnr sentimental admirers she has la-  gangfroid. However, a good looking
ihollrd “Clush” and another “More xuuh."ls
{ The eterner and harsher the crltl-i

|elem ghe found In theee letters the more
|they scemed to Interest and to plma!
[her. Because of the free Intercourse of |
the girla in the March famlly with|
Laurle, the boy who lived next door: be- |
cause the boys and the girle In her
books romped together and went askat-
fng or tramping through the woods un-
chaperoned, #he was sometimes cen-
pured as having a bad moral Influence
|nn the young' One correspondent
writes an earnest appeal for more men-
tion of church and churchgoing In the
Alcatt books.

“Most of our Bunday schools,” he
writes, “feel that they are compelled to
omit your books from their shelves be-
causa go lttle mentlon ia made In them
of the excellent practlce of churchgo-
Ing. There I8 g0 much that 18 excellent
and truly moral In your books that I
want them to have thls crowning grace
of fervent plety #o much needed In these
'days of laxity and unbellef.”
| Opposed to this {« the testimony of
la lovely old Dutch lady, the mother of
‘a translator who had asked for the
rights to translate “Little Women,"” so

that her country peopla could read It
jtoo. “There ure so many wise and

S
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WAl

rect hand of her nephew, who learned
to write in the early '708, when pen-
manship was still given its due, and
they are annotated and prefaced by
Miss Alcott herself.

She had planned to publish them at
time under the title “Aunt Jo's
Funny Budget™ or "Walils From an Au-
thoress,” so Mr. Alcott says, but she
finally decided that it would 'e more
'eonslderate for the write.s and much
I safer for every one concerned If they
were not made publle,  But now, when
most of the writers are e'ther dead or
have grown up into sensible men and
s women, the main reason for suppres-
! sing them seems to be removed.
|1t was Oliver Wendell Holmes's *A
'C'ry From the Ftudy,” in which he
bemoaned hig fate as a target for the
amograph hunter, that led hes to write
In her preface for these documents.

| one

“A Cry From the Study' uttered by our
‘hﬂ.‘u-rrrl Autoerat emboldens o humbler
| sufferer to add ber wall from the nursery
for belng merndy & provider of moral
pap for the younug, that might be consid-
ervil her sphere The rampant state of
the autograph fiend wrings a protest of
some sort from all the afficted ones, who,
wihitle anxious not to geem ungrateful o
uncourteous, are driven to demend them-
selves apainst “these devastutors of the
i.t..\" who forget that authors have any
| rights which ghould be respected

|ty those blegged with much lelsure
i-vr great vanity can possibly answer all
the demands made upon them by lon
| hunters, autograph colleetors and reports

ers.  Bugy women, burdened with cares
which men never know, are obligged to
neglect these calls for mora imperative
duties and content themselves with less
glory und more comfort for to most
peace and privaey are infinitely deare;

than praise or the presence of a multl-
tude of admiring strangers.

1 have thought that a selectilon from
among  thousands of letters recelved
might be not only amusing but instruc-
tive, glving some {dea of the curlous
variety of ealls made upon the author's
time, pursa and patience,

As n large proportion are from boys
and girls, they are pecullarly fitted to
show other Young people what not to do
I trust that my protest will be received
in the friendly epirit that prompts it and
that my largo circle of nephews and
nieces will learn u little lesson while
laughing over the tribulations of

Boston, May, 1886, AuUNT Jo.

The latters that follow are from all
parts of the earth, from lonolulu to
St. Petersburg, and from forelgners as
well as Americans. They are from

[
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'truthiful things in thls hook that T want
my children, my grandehildren and my
great-grandchildren to enjoy it
| Another writer thought her book so

|moral and religlous that he thought

Ithe proceeds from it quite fit toa pro-
| vide for the furnishinegs of his church,
| This 15 what he wriswes

“As God has seen tit to reward your
efforts with large returns I have no
| hesitation in asking you for $500 with
Iwhich to purchase o new communion
| service for our church.”

Another, not quite so bold, asks first
{how much money s making on
her books—preparatory to making a
I modest loan, no doubt.

i A the glrls of course want to know
i who marrfes whom.  Many are the sug-
| gestions for hapry endings and feliel-
|tous turns in the plot. “"Does Jo get
lvery good now that she {s older?"
| writes one, apprehensively,

I Ome young man, already in a state

luf despalr about woman, sent in an
appeal to “Please tell me where 1 ecan
tind an old fashloned girl”

There I8 no note to indicate whether

whe

this request was granted.
i .
HER IMPRESSIONS OF LORD
KITCHENER,
nov AN AMERICAN GIRIL'S
LETTER,

N my laat letter I told you of my
impressions of Cairo and the *lure
of the East,” so far as 1 have felt
" This time you are to have a

description of a garden party at the
house of Field Marshal Lord Kitchener,
Agent and Consul-General, or just “K.,"
las England’s biggest soldier is affection-
ately oalled, Hv was born in Ireland
and is the Irishman I've most wanted to
meet, 50 when Gen, A, gave me a letter
of introduction, you may be sure 1 lost
no time in presenting it and inseribing my
name in the visitors books at the Great
One's house on the Nile,

Shortly after | received a very large
and important looking card bidding me
to an “at home.” Dou't think it wasn't
with a few qualms and fears that I stepped
into one of Shepheard's "hest " -a travesty

—

maids, from perturhed uncles and gangs Vot going in quits by myself and being an-1
nounced perhaps in stentoriam tonea as URM
“Miss Knickerbocker of New York® was |

almosat too much for even my American

own ia a wonderful bracer, and mine
was from the Rue de la Paix.

on wheels—and started off gayly with
cracking whip and a wvociferous Arab
vdriver, Had 1 not been entirely alone

i pearls d eve BOPE | W -
1momarn. from ministers, from men nndli should not have minded, Imt.l.het.hougml‘ REAST AR SRR TR DI 04

You see, one Rears such diverse opinions
of “K." He is “as hard as nails,” a *most
charming and simple man,” “a veritable
Bphinx,” “a woman hater,” &o. It Is
said that a woman hater is a man whohaa
loved but one woman, the opposite of
the type that “flita from dower to flower”
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Men From the Hub Declared ¢,
Be Much Rongher Than
Gothamites.

—or weed to weed. Bo there you are.

Ouly this morning & youth with those |
new and dazzling side whiskerettes,
which seem to be the latest whim of fash- |
fon, drawled out, “I've bean trying to
make up my mind about Kitchener® (he!
hadn't much to make up!) *“Is he really*
(he pronounced it “weally ") *a great man
or just a gigantio bluff?*

“Bluff,” I remarked (tactfully for me)
“is like the bubble on champagne; it
could not exist without the real thing. "

Speaking of tact reminds me f some-
thing funny 1 overheard the other day.
Two ladies sat near me on the terrace
taking tea, when one asked the other how
she wonld define tact.

“Well," her companion replied slowly,
“if I should go to heaven and should
meet St. Peter 1 don't think I should
allude to poultry.”

Mais retournons & nos moutons.

As we approached our destination in-
terested spectators lined the sidewalks,
and every few yards orderlies were sta-
tioned on horseback. My heart jumped
as we drew up at the gates. Heroe avery
one descended and walked up to the
house, only a short distance away. [ fell
in behind a fat elderly couple who ambled
along in an uncomfortable, embarrassed
fashion, the lady so tightly gowned in a
brand new charmeuse | feared she would
spill.

A servant at the entrance direoted us
down the hall which ran through the
centre of the house and opened upon a
sort of loggia, through which we caught
glimpses of a beautiful stretch of verdant
lawn across which strolled the assermbled
gueats, the bright huea of the ladies'
parasols and gowns making a wonderful
color effect against the blue of the sky,
As we passed along [ noticad how at-
tractively the house was furnished and
longed to prowl at my leisure.

We were becoming rather puzzled at the
absence of our host, or of any one, in faoct,
to receive us, when a solitary tigure in
tweeds standing in the loggia cama to-
ward us, holding out a hospitable hand,
and 1 suddenly realized that | stood face
to face with “K.” It was over in an in-
stant, for peopla pressed close behind,
leaving me rather dazed and breathless,
but that one glance at the keen, powerful
face with the blazing eves | shall never
fomget. That was the impression I got,
power, immense power.

I understand better now what our
dragoman, who considers himself a very
broad minded and superior eort of per-
son, meant when he said that Kitchener
was sent to Egypt in the nick of time,
Affairs were in a very seething condi-
tion. The English have made men—or
“near” men—of the Egyptians with the
inevitable result that they feel quite
equal to sell-government; hence the
trouble. But *K" with great tact and
diplomacy has corralled them back into
the safe field of agriculture, the pursuit
they understand best. He certainly has
marvellous administrative ability

As | descended the steps teaward 1 was
infinitely entertained and amused by the
variety of costumes displayed. There
were ladies clothed in le dernier eri (and
not much else) from Paris; ladies whose
blouses and skirts missed connection at
the back; others who affected the Queen's
quiet and conservative style of dress;
fat natives (men of course) in gorgeous
array lolling back in their chairs around
the tea tables staring lazily and smilingly
at the fresh complexioned English girls
One heard quite as much Arabie, French
and German spoken as English.

Seeing a lot of hats bobbing above a
hedge on the terrace which runs along
the Nile 1 sauntered over to investigate
and there cama upon an enchanting view,
The sky and water were all exquisite
opaline tints and those quaint Nile boats
which have not changed in design for a
thousand years lent the finishing touch
Lo & most picturesque scene.

An excellent band in a summer house
at one end of the terrace played familiar
airs from the light operas of New York
and London town.,

GIRLS SOLVE TIP PROBLEM.,

The thousands of gir! stenographers and
clerks who frequent the large restaurants
downtown—and some of the small places |
also—have a system of tipping the wait-
resses, not alone with money but with
various peculiarly feminine gifts that is
far ahead of any plan that men in the
same  financial wonld e
lkely to employ Th
women get the altenlion
toe be had

In groups of from two to four they sit
at the same tables month arter month and
are served by the same waltresses, Th
are alwayvs on time to the minute
waltresses know at what hour tl
due and manage to reserve the tables for

circumstances
In this way
best and

young

service

them, It is scldom that the girl custo-
mers find thelr places taken. 1f by any
chance this happens it I8 amusing to see
how quickly the intruder gots waited upon
and by what subtle means the waltess

forces him to hurry through his lnneheon, |

There Is no haste, however, about the !
way the partles of regular patrons get
through thelr doughnuts and pie. Some of
these glrls have only forty-five minutes
for luncheon : most of them, however, are
allowed a full hour, and they do not hesi-
tate to spend all of it at table. They ex-
change confidences and pleasantries he-
tween bites, and Instead of smoking cigars
afterward to ald thelr digestion, ua the
men do, they chew gum. No man can
know how many different brands of gum
there are unless he watches one of these !
daily luncheon partigs,

Instead of giving « nickel or & dime as
a tip every day these girl clerks fix upon
a regular sum which shall be given each
week to the waltress. Thae pizze of this
tip which the leader of the party hands
over every Friday or Monday varies ac-
cording to the size of the girls' hearts and
salaries,  Sometimes 1t 18 26 or 30 centy
u head, and in other cases In which the
#irls have been long patrons of the place
and the waltress s particularly attentive
the tip will be us high as 32 a week from
a party of four,

The purely feminine side of this tip-

ping system is, however, noticeable just
around the wvarious holldays, such as
Easter, Chrietmas and New Yeuar's, Op

these occasions the weekly tip Is accom-
panied by a remembrance, usually In the
form of some hand made articls such as
a  bureau cover, centreplece, neckw vur,
sheer handmade handkerchlefs, Unen cases
for gloves, pincushion tops and the hun-
dred and one trifles dear to the average
feminine heart.

Genorally these are not costly in them-
selves, but they represent many hours of
painstaking labor. In preference to mak-
ing Individual gifts some of these Broups |
of girls joln together and buy some pres-
ent that eosts several dolars, but always
with an eye to the useful and practical,
such as umbrellas, shirtwalst patterns,
gloves, handi®rehiefs, neck pins, strings

elry.

CLOTHESFIERCELY CLAWED

Police Seem to Take for Grantad
That All Thoroughfares Ara
Unavoidably Perilous,

1 OSTONIANS are going to mee i
they can't stop treading on ane
anothoer's heals and knur-kl[u
ona another’'s backs. When 5
community of something like a million and
a half, urban and suburban, triea to dg
business upon a plan and within a Apaoe
originally laid out for a population of 50,00
thera is sure to be trouble. Vehicular
traflie had just about come to a permanent
halt in the narrower streets, when Bostoy
not long ago, taking a hint from New
York, declared all such thoroughfares
one way streots

The new regulation worked so wel)
that somebody suggested the porsibility
of reducing the intolerable congestion of
the sidewalks in the retail district Bog.
tonians were so accustomed to oreeping
along at two miles at hour or less, ovep.
flowing the sidewalks into the strest
and standing wedged at every crossing
that most pedestrians ridiculed the notiog
of loosening up congestion.

Novertheloss the civie authorities have
postad in various places conepicuous me-
tallic signs urging everybody to help keep
things moving. Pedestrians are hegged
to keop to the right, not to stand in the
middle of the sidewalk, not to walk more
than two abreast, not to block erosswalks
and to keep moving. Of course Roston
does not expect to reform the ancient
and honorable custom of leaving the side-
walk and walking in the street. That
goes back to the time when the original
cowpaths of early colonial Boston had ne
sidewalks. Any one realizes that the cus
tom is ancestral by noting that the alien
inhabitants of the town habitually keep to
the sidewalks, while the manifest natives
overflow into the street just as soon as
congestion slows the procession down
to a snail’s pace,

What Boston really hopes from the pro-
posed reform is not only to facilitate
business but to improve public manners
Boston firmly believes that civilizaion
goes down deeper in the social scals with
her than elsewhera in this hemisphers
but Boston has never fully realized that
bad manners rise higher in the social scals
here than anywhere else on earth  This
ia the only civilized community where men
and women that look as if they came from
decent homes will unceremonionsly shove
aside a fellow creature and stalk on with-
out so much as a word or even a look of
apology.

The man behind doea not touch ths
arm of the man in front with a murmured
“If you please” and then squeeze by, byt
shoulders him aside as if he were a piege
of inconvenient furniture. In Boston ths
approved method of getting through a
crowd is to propel onesell by clawing the
garments of those on either side. It s
like swimming in a human sea.

When a Bostonian would get out of a
crowded car, and Boston knows no other
kind of ear, he begins knuckling the baok
of the man or woman immediately in
front, and having thus started a tunne
he claws his way to what the conductors
precisely call *the nearer door,” tread
ing on toes, ecraping heels and damaging
clothes in his progress,  Arrived at the
platform, he leaps off into the very faces
of thosa who wait their chance to enter
and disappears with destructive hasts
througli the erowd on the sidewalk

Whenever there is a momentary stop
page of the pedestrian movement in the
public streets those in front begin to
feel the knuckles of those behind meareis
lessly boring into their backs. If the
delay ocours i a car where sixty or
eighty human rsardines are hating one
another and cursing the railway com-
pany, half the men emerge with grease
spots on the backs of their coats trans
ferred from the knuckles of their fellow
passengers

The habit has become purely automatie
and it goes on even where no crowd is
present.  As 00N a& 4 man sees another
near him he instinetively thrusts out a
hand 1o shove him out of the wav
Some unfriendly strangers insist that
public manners are locally carried into
the drawing room They are certainly
gometimes seen at the clubs

Boston i like Chaucer's man of law,
“who scemed busier than he was”* If
the congestion of the small retail dis-
trict were a true index to Boston's volume
of business New York might as well
throw up the sponge and declars her-
relf potentially distanced in the race
for supremacy

The normal congestion of the narrow
streets is sueh that the slightest incident
accentuating conditions acts like a dam
to the moving human stream and abso-
Jutely halts the current until the more
impatient begin elimbing over those

lin frout, like panicstricken folk in a burn-

ing theatre A stranger unaccustomed
to Boston's habits looks on in amaze
ment and believea himself in the busiest
town on earth  Let him turn a cornef,
walk half a block and look about him
and he thinks of Petra or Persepoha
The town seems suddenly to hiave heen
stricken with death

These contrasts it 18 between Bostod
living and Boston dead that make the
place an inexplicable mystery to the
uninitiated.  The visitor leaves the Tre
mont street crowd of shopping women
fully reconciled to race suicide; and happy
to escape the haunting distress of
those pale, meagre, anxious faces W
find himself three minutes later n[vOﬂ
the deserted slope of Beacon Hill wonder-

ling whether or not that unhappy looking
cerowd was merely a bad dream

As to the police, whose Lusiness it \*
to untangle from time to time the human
snarl in the few densely crowded streets
they weem to have a notion that all the
thoroughfares of Boston are perilons
to pedestrians,  Men, women and chil
dren are solicitously shepherded across
thoroughfares that look to a New Yorker
Iika mere desert places,
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