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THE SUN, SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1918,

AUTHOR OF “THE MAN WHO
LIKES MEXICO" STILL LIKES IT
Compares Series of Revolutions Down There to France
When She Changed and Developed.

Barbarism After All Not So Much More Highly Devel.
oped Than Here, Along Some Lines.

Land of Romance Where Art and Culture Are Esteemed
and Men of Genius Are Supported.

ALLACE GILLPATRICK, author
of “"The Man Who Likes Mexi-

100, now living peaceably in Washing- had invested a large sum of money in o
Mexican mine, and owing to the revalo. |

ton Square during the upheavals down
South, still llkes Mexico. He main-
talns all these revolutions are but for
the moment,

“The people down there,” ha says,
“are changing, developing. Even France
had to go through a series of revolutions
to attain its present Government.

"Ex-I'resident

had the good of his country at heart.
He maintalned order for thirty years,
though he did it with an Iron hand, and
Mexico owes many of her present hene-
fite to his statesmanship.

“Madero was ahead of his time. A
humanitarian and an !dealist, he was
not strong enough to hold the discor-
dant elements of the natlon in har-
mony."

“And Huerta?"

"“Oh, he is a strong man, and 1 be-
lleve that he capable of restoring
peace, and that he will do it soon. !
think he has chosen a goond Cabinet.
The new Minlster of Finance. Lsquivel
¥ Obregon, |s a friend of mine. [ have
known him Intimatcly for fifteen year:
He {8 an upright lawyer, a good hushand
and father, and a datiful son, and a
sincere patriot. 1 might say, apropos
of him, that the fami v life among the
hetter class of Moxicans might well
serve as a model for other countries
In the hands of such a man as Esquivel
y Obregon, the finances of the conntry
will be safe from embezzlement or any
rort of misuse, The present strife and
bloodshed will soon glve way to peace
and order.”

“What do you think of the political
future?”

“Well, T hardly feel that T am n a
position to be quoted as an authority on
that subjeet.  Until now T have been In-
terested chlefly in the social and artistic
In Mexico. Why is It that here in (he
United States people never seem to
think of that country except as a place
to make money In? Only the other day
& wealthy woman Informed me that [
ought to he ashamed of mvself for likg-
ing ‘barbarous Mexlen,' 8She had
read ‘The Man Who Likes Mexico,' vat
she berated me for my polnt of view,
without ever troubling to find out the
reason for my liking. But If she did not

8

IS IT“SCANDAL"

Diaz s a great man;
a tyrant, if you wiil, 'ut the one that'

not |

{ know my reason for liking i, T fancind
I knew hers for dislikinge i, for

she

| tion  her Income was temporarily cut :

off and therefore the Mexloane were

| ‘barbarians.’ |
“"About two years ngo a popular

magazine published a serfes of articles
defaming Mexico

!
|

and giving a very |
wrong Impression of that country. In|
them the muck raking author held

the fact that the Mexicans had mal-
treated a certain teive of Indians and
had practiged n system of convict labop

up to the world as a dread{n] example |

that was little less than @lavery,  Aftor |
reading these articles people looled |
down upon ‘barbarous Mexie' and falt
gecure in their self-satisfaction, Tt
now, about two vears Inter. (hey are
suddenly discovering that there exists
in this country o far worse system of
slavery, the organized trafile in girls,
[ Yet we brag that we are much more

civillzed than the Mexleans

“And when it comes to the treatment |

of Indians we are not in a position 1o
criticise,  Indeed, T feel that their treat-
ment of them has been more humane
than ours. The Spanfards,
all their eruelty and tvranny
past, did not despise the Indian raes,
which 8 proved by their early and
constant intermarringe with them. ot
we must remember that these Aztee
nborigines were of a much higher type
than the Indians of our Western plains;
that before the landing of the Spantards
they had attained a remarkable decree
of civilization, reared magnificent tem-

in the

ples of stone and boasted poets ke
Ixtll Zochitl, a transtation of whose
beautiful poem on the mutatl vy of
human life I8 iIncluded in I'rescott's

‘Ilistory of Mexien'

“Yes, some of the greatest of Moxico's
sons have Indian blood in their veins,
which gives them a little more
and reserve than the average
possesses, and the Mox!can
Juarez was of pure Indian =train

“It {8 as a land of romance ths
leo has always made fts str
peal to me,

polse
Latin
partriot

1t Mex-
nE~st ap-
When, as a boy, [ read of
the explolte of Cortez; how he, with
his llttle band of about s!x hundred
men, burned his ships to cut off all re-
treat and, then penetrating

Into the

In spite of |

| Interfor, marched up the meven thou- |

sand feet of elevation to Moante:

TO INVADE THE |

PRIVATE LIFE OF GENIUSES?

H. G. Wells Said New Biography of Gissing Erred on

This Score.

American Writer Replies Most Valuable Data Concern

Human Side.

Cites “Lives" of Cellini and Rousseau vs. Ruskin and "

Tennyson.

By UPTON SINCLAIR.

A few months ago when the writer
was Iin England every one was
arguing vehemently concerning Mor-
ley Roberts's book “The FPrivata
I.ife of Henry Maitland,” which
had heen everywhere recognized as na
Adlsguised biography of George*Glssing.
Hamilton Fyfe led off with a scath-

ing article in tha London laily Mail, |

and thereafter one could hardly pick
1up a newspaper or A weekly without
coming on further denunciation. Finally
H. G, Wells gave the coup de grace to
the unfortunate book In a review, in
which, speaking as an {ntimate friend of

ilsslng's, he denounced the work as
“downright bad, eareless in statement,
squalld in effect, poor as criticism,

weakly planned and entirely without
literary distinction. ® ® ® Agfor the
story it is a mere recital of distressful
facts and of an ugly possibility, unlit
by humor or mercy: It is in fact scan-
dal and scandal merely."

Now the present writer has not had
Mr. Wells's advantage of knowing Gls-
sing. He {8 not sure, howaver, that this
may not be a hetter qualification for
viewing the book objectively. He comes
to it with no personal senaibilities to he
shocked. He has read only three of
Glesing's books, and was never particu-
larly impressed by those. Therefora he
was able to read the book without any
sort of prejudice. He found It one
of absorbing interest, & human docu-
ment of vital slgnificance, a plcture
of a life which he wlll never forget. He
found it full of both humor and mercy,
It made Glssing a flgurs of signifl-
cance to him, which Gissing's own work
had failed to do.

There are two questions Invelved in
the discussion: First, {a the book good
of its kind; and second, ought that kind
of book to he? Most of the English re-
views dealt with the
Hamllton Fyfe's argument was that for
a friend of a literary man to sit down
and write the facts about the dead
man's Intimate life, his domestic trage-
dles, his diseases, was to commit a hor-
rible violatlon of good taste and decency,
If this kind of thing were to he per-
mitted who would he safe? T would meet
that argument squarely and say, none
of us would; and why should we?” When
we are dead we no longer have any
right to privacy whatevar, .Just as our
bodles should go to science to afford
what knowledge they can, 80 our souls
should be offered for autopsy The
klunders we have made and the price
we have pald for them should serve the
vurpose of saving others from muaking
the same blunders and paving the same
price. If there |8 anything in our writ-
ing of any Importance to posterity, then
critles and students of our work are
entitled 1o every detail of our personal-
ity and experience, In order to be able
to understand and interpret our work.

And all th's of course {8 “scandal "
It cannot he anvthing but scandal. Stop
o moment and congider some of the
great hiographies of the world, those of
men we feel we really know, There is
Cellinl; there Is Rousseau; there
Bamuel Johnson: there 8 Benjamin
Franklin. Suppose Mr. Wells were to
go through those four books and cut
wut all the scandal, how much of the
priceless biographies would there he left ?
What, as a matter of fact, are the things
ABat we remember about these men?

latter question, !

s}

Cellln! stallbed a man in the back with
|A dagger and then boasted of 1. John-
son had a weakness for veal ple with
plums, and confessed that he could ab-
staln but could not be moderate. Rous-
seau left his children In a public instl-
tution. Franklln walked the streets of
Philadelphia with his pockets stuffed
with rolls and thus encountered the lady
whom he married. And all these things
are scandal.

There are plenty of proper hingra-
phies, published by authorization of the
family, and conforming the hest
standards of taste and deceney. Mostly
we let these biographies go, but sonie-
times they are our only source of in-
formation concerning important people,
and then we realize how we have heen
cheated, Last year, for example, 1
read the authorized two volume
blography of John Rusk'n by E. T
Cook., Now Ruskin wuas one «f the
heroes of my vyouth, He taught me
most of what I know about art; he
helped to teach me the possibilities of
| Engllish prose, If there was any man
I hold myself entitled to know all about
1t was John Ruskin, and John Ruskin's
official blographer has officlally decreed
that I shall know nothing about the
most important episode In John Rus-
kin's whole life. What would T not
glve to know the true story of hls un-
happy marriage and his divorce? Ap-
parently all Ruskin's friends were
people of decency and good taste; there-
fore what must have been one of the
| greatest of human tragedlcs s forever
wiped out of knowledge, and one of the
greatest of English prophets {s forever
barred from his full influence upon pos-
terity.

Another of the hernes of my youth
was Tennyson. I really loved the author
(of “Ulyssen” which I regarded and still
regard as ons of the noblest poems in
English llterature. Yet I find that 1
have been subtly compelled to degpise
Tennyson becauss of the namby-pamby
figure of him which was presented to
me In the two voluma official blography
by hls son. I would not trust myself to
discuss this blography: I fear my lan-
guage would constitute what Mr, Wells
I would call a scandal. SuMcient It 1= to
Isay that every time I think of Tenny -
gon this is the thought I think: Can
it be that he was never really a human
being. that he never took off the mant|a |
of the prophet and poet-laureate and
displayed real human weakness and de-
slre?

I =ay that Mr. Rohersts has done
well to tell us the truth ahout Gisming
As he knew him, Of course, we have 1o
see Glssing through Mr. Roberts's spec-
tacies It may he that Mr. Roherts
Ia a person of “careless egoti=m,"” 1o

usa Mr. Wells's phrase; hut If so the
matter |a easy of correction, I.et Mr. |
Wells write a biography of Glssing ns

Qe knew him, portraving Incidentally a
friend of Gissing's numed Roberts and

showing tne “careless egotism” of that
personage.  In this way we will sen
Gissing from two angles; he will hee

come a feature of three dimenslons lll-‘
gtead of two,

As a matter of fact, Mr. Whalla
very little of definlte eritleism to hring |

i Against Mr. Roberts on the scare of his! cause he co

i charga of “careless In statement.”
most definite allegatlona {8 that he
‘hﬂu'r.‘ with abuse the poor. tormented, |
miserahle, angry servant girl who was
Gissing's second wife”  Not
knoown the lady in question and not

having [us the

[

(e

Eau..m}vlo

capltal - when 1 read of these remark-
able exploits in this strange country, 1
was filled with a desire to see it for
myself. to ges Its wonders with my own
eV

"Besldes belng a land of romance, It
is a land where art and culture are held

In high esteem I'nlike the 1Tnited
States, Mexico supports with lovalty
and enthusiasm her men of artistic

venius, even pensioning those who dis-
play unusual ability Jesus Contreras,
one of her sculptors, was awarded a
prize at the Paris Salon of 1900, An-
ither  of  her sons, Martinez, has
achleved distinetlon with his water col-
ors; and Julios Ruelo, a young palnter
sent to Paris by the Mexlean Govern-
ment, has exemplified In his art the
irvival of the tragic and the beautiful
In the Aztee genius, Speaking of the
\ztec genlus, It 1s Interesting
that a brilliant membor of Mexleo's Iit-
erary group bears the name of Mon-

tezuma, from whom he is directly de- |

seended Ogazon and Villasenor, ex-
cellent planists both of them, have Ap-
peared-in concert in the United States
Mexieo {s Indeed remarkable for her
protection of her young artists. She
reallzes that In supporting them she ls
nurturing one of her greatest glorles,
“Yos, T like Mexico and 1 belleve in it
Life there {2 more picturesque and, un-
der normal conditions, safer than It is

AMMAS | here In New York."

SAYINGS OF THE NEW
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE.

William €. Redfield, in his recently
published book, “The New Industrial
Day.” reveals himself in a commer-

cially epigrammatic light. Here are |'
some pertinent extracta: |
Never give up aelf-study. There will

always be something to learn about
your waya

Don't let your initiative become ateri- 1
lized by a tariff or anything elae
(Thin may be-—as a friend aaya it is
“groasly inferential,” but it ia true
nevertheleas.)

It is not wise to deatroy the initiative of |
vour working force by looking so hard |
af a quarter yourself that you can't
see the five dollar bill beyond. :

A juatly discontented force ecan cost you
more directly and indirectly than the
most expert and coatly supervision |
can ever find out.

The cheapest and moat efMiclent disci-
pline ia that which well paid, hopeful
and zealoua work naturally creates.

The cutting of piecework and wages ia
the hallmark of ineficient manage-
men!

Obaolete machinery ta a foe to profits,
the brother of high coat and the friend
of bad methoda,

Export trade begina at home, in your
own shop, and firat with the head of it
To get it bring your wagea and output
up—your coats and prices down;
know what ia doing in your own plant

and you can amile at q competing'
world .

When you have good atuff to sell, well
and cheaply made, properly designed
and of regular quality, well packed,
youwill have no trouble to mell it abroad
What one country or market won't

| take another will. It'sa a large world.

e I

being able to discuss this Judgment, 1
can only state the impression which I

| ot from reading the book, which was

that the writer stated the facts about
the wife in a slmple, matter of faot
way, his worst statements belng quoted
from Gissing's own letters, Here, for
Instance, 18 one passage:

“I have lately pald a bill of one pound
for damage done hy my wife, damage
In a London house where she lived un-
tl turned out by the help of the police.
Incredible stories about her. She at-
tacked the landlord with a stick, and
he had serlously to defend himself.
Then she tore up shrubs and cTeepers
in the garden No, I have had my
time of misery, It must come to an
end.”

I do not suppose that Mr. Wells be-
lieves that this letter wams invented by
Mr. Roherts, It Gissing actually wrote
this I ecertalnly do not ses how any
opinlon that Mr. Roberts has expressed
Coald possibly be deseribed as unfalr-
ness to that wife,

There are many dark places in Eng-
llsh eivilization which need to have the
lght turned upon them. Among the
darkest, 1 belleve, are the conditlons
created by the medizeval divorce laws
of the country. Here was a poar, strug-
ing hack writer, possibly a man of
genlusg, certainly a man of acyute sen-
siliiities, tied to a woman who beat
other people with sticks and had to be
turned out of houses by the pollce, Yet

 he was unable 1o get a divorce from

| her; his letters are full of pltitul spec-
haslulations about

moving to some more
fluch as Nevada, Be-
Hd not get a divorce he was

clvillzed  land,

His 'driven to undertake an extremely du-
“he- | blous and

possibly ceriminal pretended
murricge with a lady in France. I ven-
ture to assert Mr. Roberts in giving

facts has performed an impor-
tant publlc service, J

to note '

| pleture,

| less with the abolition of warfare.
,door no longer stands - open to the pub-

]
clous

' of the novel “Le Duc Rollo,” which, be-

| cans have been but recently introduced.
| The book’s English rights are vested in |
| Harper & Brothers, who may bring it
'out here,
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WRITER PAINTS |
ALARMING PICTURE-1g50

His Imperial Highness Theodore 11. at Washington

Europe the Dark Continent—Canada, Japan and

4 "
ire.

World Powe rs.
n to Suffrage, Labor and

UT of France with inauguration |
day fellcitations for this Govern- |
ment comes a dire prophecy., A dln-I
tinguished Frenchman of letters, in hisy

! latest book, has allotted to the Ameri-

can people little more than a genera-
!Inn\—thlrty-m-\'rn years to be precisa-—
for the enjoyment of the freedom of a
republic. He conjures us an alarming

“The famous and proudly modest"
Executive Mansion bullt for John
Adams, transformed into a stately pal-
ace, has spread over the adjacent War
and Navy Departments, become tenant- [

1ts |

lle. Two mounted officers guard the
outer portal to the magnificent and spa- |
grounds, Within his 1'1':1p1-1'I.11L
Highness Theodore 11, resides, I

Count Leon de Tinseau is the nulhur‘
sides conveying a political warning of-
fers a scathing denunciation of labor
strikes and sabotage, to which Amer!-

The Count has held one or
| two political offices in his own country
and s a licentiate in law. ‘One of lsl.ul
' previous novels was crowned hy the
. French Academy. As might have heen
expected, therefore, from Gallle versa-
| tiiity he has overlooked no point at
which his narrative might be rationally
linked up with the present.

With strong partiality for Amerlea
|and surprising ingenuity, most of hu-
| manity is accounted for in the pleture
| which the author's Imagination projects
on. the worldwlde screen used as a hack-
‘xrnunrl for his love story. Furope has
become the dark continent “fallen from
the highest summit of civilization to the
!lowest depths.” France Is the lalr of
|the half famished maboteur, who lurks
[In the twillght gloom of her ruined
| cities. The British Ieles have been lnst
slght of by the world, which knows only
that the surviving trade unionists are
| prenccupled  with bitter strife among
| themselves. The powerful republic of
| Canada, Japan and the Columbian em-
| pire, as the new America is called,
{ constitute the great world Powers, But
“what difference does It make where the
torch of clvillzation burns, so long as it
is not extinguished?' as one of the
;mlnnr characters {18 made to ask
“America in Its turn has become the
altar of the sacred flame.” That no light
may be lacking to her the Pope, “Plus
XIIL.,” is found occupying an island In
Lake Michigan placed at his soverelgn
dleposal by Columbia, the young torch-
bearer of civillzation,

On May Day, 1850, the United States,
“unfortunate under its republican form,"
had accepted without violence the new
regime which it believed would return
to it the prosperity and prestige of other
days, Just how this Interesting peace-
able revolution was accomplished, au-
thor msayeth not. RBut the immediate
occaslon Is broadly suggested and the
{dentity of the first monarch 18 thinly
velled In this paragraph:

“Theodore the First was Indeed a man
who had shown himself worthy of the
confidence that his fellow citizens had
placed in him. If he had not been able
to check the Japanese invasion, rendered
too easy by the blind peace policy of the
last Presidents, he had at least always
occupled himself in deriving an advan-
tage for himself and hig suocessors from
the lessons of that cruel experience.”
The experience was no less than the
practical annihilation of the American
navy and the loss to Japan of all the
States on the Pacific slope. This catas-
trophe occurred, we are left o presume,
Lwhlh the Emperor-to-be sat in the

, #ador from the Republic of the North,

|and display, observes sotto voce to the
| Premlier,

[these uniforms, don't you think?

rday."

tofficials are informed by a vigilant secret

j the rust eaten railway iron of France

| the Columblan mission, which at once

Presidential chair, and his proclamation
of empire fell consequently upon an
acquiescertt people,

There is one scoffer at the Capitol the
day young Theodore II. is enthroned.
The sardonic Eleazar Turcote, Ambas-

klancing cynically at the imperlal pomp

Geoffrey Wagstaff, with the
freedom of an old friend: “A little heavy
We
are a long way from the diplomatists in
shirt sieeves of Roosevelt's and Taft's

This wily Canadian starts the machin-
ery of the plot to obtain the old fron in

the abandoned railways of France,
milllons of tons, to provide the steel
hunegry Western world with a metal

all but exhausted. A secret fly by night
trip to Quebec, of which the Columbian

service, §s the result, and the contest for

I8 begun under cover,
To allay all suspleion of {ts motive

starts abroad, goes under cover of a
yvachting party, The better to keep
up appearances and Insure a wel-
come Edith Wagetaff, leader of the
Woman's party In  Parllament, Eoes
along, and with her her spinster
Annt, Lavinia, and her father,
Henry Wagstaff, an old historian facing
the past. Their objective #s8 the coast
of Normandy, where Douglas Grant,
who with a young engineer and savant,
Warren Islington, make up the party,
once visited Duke Rollo. That vener-
able man he had found at the head of a
few survivors from the catastrophes
which overwhelmed Europe, About him
had gathered a emall group of half ter-
rified survivors, and a curlous germ of
organization had developed, a rude copy
of the anclent soclal system. Fear of
forelegn Invaslon was the old man's fixed
iea, based upon a hatred of the alviliza-
tlon which he held responsible for all
the evils of his race.

In short Edith’s life s saved by Plerre
Mandeville, grandson and heir appar-
ent of the Duke, This young man is a
reversion to his falr halred Viking an-
cestor®, A primitive existence has re-
Juvenated In him what the author, a
Norman himeelf and a bit of a jingo,
as he later proves, extols as “the phys-
feal and moral qualities of one of the

strongest races which have appeared on ||

the globe,” Small wonder that the ele-
gant, radlant, scented creature from an-
other world should become at first sight
the object of a primordial adoration.
And for her part, “escaped from the
rush of Columblan life,” marvelling at
the ardor of a passion till then un-
dreamed of, “an Imperious femininity,”
whatever that may be, bezan to disturb
that cool browed voung person,
Unfortunately for the Columblans
they find that the Canadians have suc-
cecded in forestalling them, thanks to
an aeroplane. In the gulse ¢ two
Homan Catholic missionarles t ey are
the guests of the Benedlictine Abbe, who
llke one of the fathers of the early
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“A System that Pays Dividends”

“Your system certainly pays dividends,” writes a
firm believer in the system of bidding which Miss Irwin
“For some months now I have won con-
sistently. That of itself means nothing. But I have won
with hands which have not averaged a bit better than
those of my adversaries, and that does mean something.
For instance, the other day I played six rubbers, of which
I lost four, and yet, without any advantage in partners,
I was on the long side of the score on every rubber but
one, and on that I lost only forty points. That, of course,
was unusual, but it illustrates what can be done.”
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now that 1 have heh-ld Plerre
other human being can compure witn
him,” she exclaims in rather unparlia-
mentary dlscourse, “'IYor what des-
tiny have I been put Into the world?"
is now her query.

ing the tribune In lofty words, before
men who In aplte of my lawful right
regard my presence among them as
ridiculous and vote against me to

please the party in power?" she asks,
but this time she has her answer ready:
“T smile now when I measure my devo-
tion to the great cause of humanity,
It 1 here that 1 am best able to serve
It, At home [t can take care of |tself
without me."

Americans In general are not morse
likely than the suffragettis to take the
serlous part of Count de Tinscau's ro-
mance serlously. Hls opinions of the
conditions which obtaln {n this country
have a freshness hardly ta be expected
at second hand.
question, If he may be held responsible
for the views which his characters
support, are hazy and too consistently
reactlonary. Bome of the colored race
he has had transported to Africa at
thelr optlon, and from the rest the
right of franchise has been taken.
Since the “politiclans had no further
need of buying thelr vota” they have
llkewise hecome famine stricken. Then

|
|
|
|

“Is it for address- |

His views of the negro |

|In a just proportion,

own question. *I understand it [I-n'n]?rwnmrkinﬂ that 200,000 of our fellow
No | eitizens
1

ths
you
sons of
not regret their sla-

had been killed freeing
negroes, he asks nalvely, "“Are
quite sure that some of the
U'nele Tom do
very?"

His economic gospel is at least defi-
nite and very brief. To let him speak
for himself:

“The labor question does not exist,
or at leagt it is a pure question of gaod
senge. The idea of a laborer has for

| {te necessary correlative the idea of a

master who pays him out of his profits
The difficulty s
to explain how some men even helow
medinm  intelllgence have been led ta
belleve that they would he able !ndefl-
nitely with the ald of the State to re-
duce the sum total of thelr !abor and
increase the slze of their pay check

“They have belleved It, however, he-
cause each morning this absurdity as
passed under their eyes In print. Such
was the origin of strikes, which are for
labor a form of eulelde.”

Sabotage |8 A system, he asseris,
whose leaders cry: “Ruin by your
etrilkes the captalns of industry and
thelr companles, suppress Industry by
means  of sabotage, Rankrupt the
Governments of the world. * * *
Utllize the means which seclence has
ziven you to annihllate the soelal struc-
ture, animate and inanimate.”

the destinies of nations.

Hlustrated. 372 pages.

church ventured across Eurdpe and set
up his cross in the wilderness. Unsus- |
pected they are working to secure leave |
to seize the coveted lron, By a clever
ruse furthered by the doglike li(-\'nllun‘
of Pierre Edith uncloaks the real pur-l
poge of the Canadians and they are
packed off bag and baggage.

It Is little more than a moral vietory
for her compatriots, however, Un-
lucklly for the commerclal ends in view
the culmination of the love episode In-
tervenes with a rush. There is a slump
In steel ralls which does not end with
the book,

Edith has found the answer to her

| e i ——
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