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SERVIAN HONARGH
10 WRITE MEMOIRS

hing Peter Will Give Own Vep-
sion of Tragedy Which
Gave Him Throne.

WILL DEFEND  HIS ACT

Engenie Rejeets

Offers to Publish Story
of Her Tife.

'l mpress

Yo Deapateh fo Tur 20
dvne §
1o have bhacome erazed
members of roval families
other roval personages,
Loled completely 1o persaade the
vwe Ligenie to provide them with
woulld have been the most intoresg -
of all

ambi]es

nos,
T AT for
e b

imnmvaolve

oTort, direcy and in-
prought 1o begr on e

s too persiide

Fyery

"l_‘ \"..nn
hiesy
world

to give
Mo -

misconees to {he

crs oot b household who are olosest in |

and even near rolatives
g or the stimulus of the publislhiers
trving, svan to within the last
[iraw davs, to persuade har  that 1t = an
wligatton which she owea to posterity
1o give out these reminiscences  But
n each case the Linpress kindly but tirinly
dhsinesed the auggeation
One publisher did not abandon hope
until this week. His last hope was
tavorite nisce of the Finpress who made
a apecial visit to Farnborough to make
a inal endeavor to persuade her aunt to
writa har memoira. This alao failed and
the piblishers have given up hope
Another rovil author. however iaagpeci-
el 10 coma torth this full in the person of
hing Petar of Servia. who has diplomatic-
v hinted. through a third party. to ses -
crul prominent publishers that he s ot
faverse to writing his memoirs It i< known
| tha! he gerionsly wishos todo thi= mainly

AT cnflience
P otin

P havea Fee

Ior tha purpose of giving the world hy-
e varsion of the tragedy whiclh placed
Wit oon his hiood stained throne e foels

hat in hook foim he

oond

L= owrni
H:
vld al=o denonetyate the developient
v progress of Nervia sinee b
hing The Servian maonarch, however
15 #11]! hesitating as to whsther 11 wonld
e pora advisable to becames an anthor
nndar his owt name or entruast the s citing
of bis miemoirs 1o another, at the <une
nme allowing 1t 1o baunderstood thut thie
ook 1= authortative

Of direet Amarican interset 1= “The
Court of Dam Padro 11 of Brazil,” which
I valaigh Nash will publish early in 1914
I he ook Preparation Tt wil!

oot 'd justify
wrand clear hir own repitation

becane

Is 1YW 1IN
vein, trankly terming it the fun
nieat reaval vt in the waorld, with its
and  hall hreed Kt
huud. t} tRmerts that
lie hae had acoess 10 hitherto secret
"tnents which thirow g new
wonalitles 1in the afy
CUNEIY

Countess Lanteh

I

HegTro
un the uther

‘tounts
o alithior
choen

Ight tnthe
of the

1=

revalling in tha sen
- eation erantad by her antobiogranhy Myw
Paat " in whieh sha insists that Archduk.
Jobhn of Austria. who assumed the pane
of John Orth. is still alive, and tells about
the seandal surrounding the sujcide of

Ludwig 11
She hopes to tollow up har succass Ly
dealing with the court of Ravaria  She
has told her publisher thag she intends to
bhagin to writa an Septemnber, having
already ruarshalled her inaterial  She
. 'ndicates in the cutline sent to the puh
lishar that she will teli the tull story of thae
madness und tragedy in that little king-
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LADY MIDDLETON JOINS

NEW DANCE OPPONENTS

Nays Position of Sexes Has
Changed, and Ameriea Is
to Blame.

—

Special Cabdle Despatel to Twe Srv
LoxpoN, June 7.—Thea controversy
~aland by “A Peeresa” in the Times on the
wunny hug and other such dances still
rages. Lady Middleton has now jained
in the discussion. She calls this “a motor
ned irreverent age” and then goes on to
- T
T cannot halp thinking that what {s
ssid of modern dancing ia true of nearly
avervthing elaa to-day. There is no
standard of anvthing and the spirit of
rreverencs is everywhere
t wesina to me that all the beautiful
Hice are being made ugly., T have not
tha bunny hugs or turkey ftrots,
ot dging from the way the Highland
s rottigche and the Washington Post
lanucera have been romped off the floar, |
1'd say thut the dancers and not the
v= ure to blame. ‘To whose fault can
the present situation in dancing be at-
tuted? The girls are not any the leas
todest than they used to be, but 1 am
tratid that the position of the aexes has
naed, and for that America is respon-
The American girl seemsa to be
titht up to averride her brother.”

ENGLISH LITERATURE IN CHINA.

Setentific Works Are More Popular
"han Shakeapeare or Dickenas,

Lavpoxn, May 20.-—According to the
Tecent report of A society for the propa-
#atian of Christinn literature in China

4

wh

rindry English works have been trans- |

ated into Chinese the
‘walve months,

According to a Chinese resident of
l.ondon one of the most widely read
&uthors {8 John Btuart Mill in the truns-
‘Atlon by Dr. Yen Fuh, the scholarly

yla of which appeals to Chinese read®

of fine taste,
other RBritish economist whose works
wre read in CChina. Shakespeare, how-
aver, iy not popular, und Byron, Scott,
Dickens and Thackeray p no ap-
neal to the Chinaman., The%works that
have the widest circulation are students’
sclence text books, in which the mat-
':'bl:thor than the manner is the chietf
L t. ‘
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e of Baron Johann Now \ppears
nk In Madreid,
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 Baron
RN

the  leadding
Trianou, =he married the
in 1805 and has two sons, In
e was abliged ta hegln divorce
t roveedings, and then her hns-
rl-.cnni has been placed under restraint
After going throng)h 170000 in two
Neurs

Vel y

#lnea

Ninve them  the Buroness has ro

cturned to her old love, and Baron Emil

making frantic efforts to ger his
| danghter-in-Jaw to leave the rlare, or
fat least to omit the nume of Hoths-

(el from the bills,

Forgotten Isle

Taxes. Where C

Apecia’ Coersspondence to Tae Sca,

Hungary. June 1. Austria
| Hungary has gathered in Ada Kaleh,
a tiny "t of Turkish territory that lies

(Ins WA,

[ the Danube just aliove the Tron Gates
and near the point whera the three coun-
| tries Servin, Hunegary and  Kumania

| meet

| Lhe explanation of the annexation is
somewhat simpla
position, of
{value and it= possession hy Servia wonld,
in case of war between the two countries,

be embarmassing to Austria. The Turco-

I'ne island, from its

i cansiderahle

strategic

of the Enos-Midia hne shall go to the
allies

Pisland, nithough the judicial status of the
| land has never been  regulated Now
| by annexing 1t =he has detined ita owner-
h o =tormeally intar.

ship and settlad

BRTINE OUestion

“an

mitted tn Berlin Treaty.

Al Kaleh s “the i=land that was for
gotten * Overlonkead by
the Berlhin treaty it hocama an often cited
pinstance of the little andomalies and mis-
| tukes that creep into great treaties The
!I‘r'uu‘lt'- of Bulgaria and of Servia sepa-
rates the island from Turkev and for
'th\' voars 1t has been the Jast Danu-
| bian outpost of the Otitaman Brnire, 4
point whers the tourist, without going
=outh of the lunune, could “put foot
on Turkish soil” and a convenient place
for poaching and smuggling Turkish
tobucco, sweets and silks

Or=ava boatmen, in their little red sail
crafie or in long skiffs with bathike oars,
taka the visttor to the island in about
thirty minutes. Kiamil, who proudly
claimed the ownership of the hoat he
“uperated,” put his hand mto the depths
of his baggy trousers and ahowed 1wa
hig bunches of cigarette.  As he watched
the fragrant smoke roll
thit his passengers had lighted he said,
“Ada Raleh, plenty.” and held up his
fingera to indicate a price leas than one-
third asked on Hungarian soil,

the n

yikern of

A Pictaresgue Sight.

I'ha {sland increases in beanty A one
approaches it.  The firlds seem to grow
brilliant in the sunlight and the shadows
desper green in tha cool shades, great
cliursters of laming red roses dot the land
sciape, and the roofs of littla Turkish
houses with their latticed harem windowa
and the white slender minarets appoar
abovaclhimps of plum trees.  From almeost
the cantre of the island rike the walls of
the ancient stronghold with its rows of
alitlike windows, @ most pieturesqnue riin

Kiamil said that he would go hack to
tha mainland in an hour.  But why hurry
away from such an Arcadia, where paople
pay neither taxes nor rent, whera the sun
seams to shine all the time, and there is
nothing to do but sit inder rose howers
and dream? Kiamil went to sleep by the
landing. He was sleaping at sundown,
five hours afterwird, when his passen.
gers came to go buok to Orsova

The entrance to the old fortress is
through an ancient gateway. The walls
are sl xteen feet thick with overhead aper-
tures for pouring moltan lead down on the
heaacda of the attacking party. A tablet
on the slde, a fine example of Turkish
carving, tella of the retaking of the for-
treas by Mahmoud Khan in 1789

Played Big

This old citadel played an important
part In the eurly history of Eastern Eu-
rope. It gave the island ils name—the
Island  Fortress and effectually pre-
vented the pussage of enemies by water.
Leopold 1. built it to help in the struggle
against the Turks: but after the full of
Belgrade in 1789, it came into their pos-
session and in spite of the muny efforts to
wrest it from them it remained one of
their northern strongholds.

The mosque is built on the ruins of the
old rampart, [Iigboasts of a fine carpet
thut was the gift of a Sultan. The mosque
has hesides great strings of wooden balls
{hanging on the walls. “They are used
when a good Mohammedan dies,” said the
| aged sexton, “for it is necessary on such
occasions to say ‘lAlah be merciful to
{ him' 70,000 times, ‘There are 1,000 balls
and we colleot seventy persons in a rlag,
kneeling they all say the words as the
balls pass, and in that way the 70,000
prayere % soon said.”

Through ensther gateway the bazaar
quarter is reached. Here all the business

.

Part in History.

'WORL

A ROTHSCHILD ON THE STAGE. [

of Baron .lu:m'lln\
Who i% scorineg u great sucs |
theatre |

Inhabitants Dream Away Life in Land of No

Been Known.

Balkau treaty provides that land rlnnh]

\ustria, howsver, since 1852 has |
el with the Braczilion conrt largely it a | held 4 sort of military occupation of the the head of the armiy, 18 owner of all the

from the ones.
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HE SUN'S CORRESPONDENTS

— A ARWeal

Arcadia in the

River Danube, Gamished With Roses

|
|

in Danube
[s a Para@i_se of Roses

rime Has Never

Tof the istand is done and in a little open
air cafe the Turk smokes his narghiles,
drinks delicious black coffes or sips rose
petal jelly and water

Roses grow Imxuriant in every corner
and every person that passes carries
| them: men wear them in their fezzes and
sashes | Austrian customs ofticers have
| them stuck in their blouses, little girls
with their hair and evelirows dyed with
henna have them in garlands around their
| necks, even the sombre robed women

! with their faces covered with black masks

{ carr ¥ bunches of them as they clickclack
their heels along the pavements

| Of the 500 people on the island almost
all ara Mohainmedans. Fach has his

own little hit of ground which he holds
by suffrunce from the Sultan, who, as

soil. The Governor or Mufti comes from
Constantinople.  Neither he nor the four
rendarmes that cume with him ever have
jmuch ta do. Not even the oldest inhahi-
tunt and some of them are more than 108,
ever remember of 4 erime being committed ¢
lon thesland.  Alemt the only official act
that ever fell to the [0t of the last Ottoman
Governor, Sherit Fddin, was to refuse to |
=IgN the annexation protocol and to go to |
Vieuna and report to the Turkish Con=ul |
there the seizure of the sland |
By ancient cugtomn the people of the |

ieland gave the right to sell their wares | terms of this “lease,” according to the !

twiee 4 weok 1n Orsova withogt paving !
duty ta import everything that they want |
{ from Turkey duty tree ‘

]

Milllons of Cigarettea Made.

The industry of the island is vigarette

Niaking und millions are rolled and sold |
annually.  HBut the shops seemad always
closed and the proprietor always coming
“baca roon.” He was found by one of
the bays of the bazaar guarter, but could
uot return merely th sell cigarettes, Ho
|was lving in the sunlight ou the Rrass
witching with some doxen other men
the few cows of the island grazing. On
the apposite side of the pasture were
jabout the same number of women in
their heavy cloaks engaged in the same
(vccunpation. ‘That perhapa is the most
| exciting dissipation that the island sup-
| pliss. The sound of the railway, the hoot
of the motor hern, oven the ramble of
| wheels and much less the pews of the
! world never reach this Aropdia.

Ihe ideal of life of the fslanders 8 1o
how the ground, sit under one's own rose- |
bush and dream away life. They ware !
conutent to forget the world, if the world !
wonld only forget them

On the way back the mainland
Kiamnil pulled from his cavernais troysers
mors bunches ol cigarettea and from hia
blouse rolls of silk. They wera all for
sale at half the price they could he bought
at Orsova,

“Was there much smuggling?” he was
asked. He put his finger on his lips and |
looked wise. A hout with two men rowing |

attheir beat was making for the Hungarian
shore and in hot pursuit another with men |
in uniform. The first boat passed into |
the twilight shadows of the bank and was |
lost to wight. “They got away with the
tobucco and «llk," said Kiamil, “but they |
lost their boat to the gendarmes-—per- |
haps, though, it was only borrowed. "

With the annexation the {sland comes
under Hungarian rule and smuggling and l
poaching will to a great extent cease. |
The island is likely too to loose itea Aroa- |
dian gimplicity and to be restored to its
place in the world. Many of the easy |
going inhabitants who have spent so many
years of peace there will do as Mosleum
people have done elsawhere in such cir-
sumstances, glide hack southward to the
protection of the star and crescent.

1oy

LINCOLN MEMORIAL IN LONDON.

Necond Monument Now Planned for
Great Liberator, .

LoxpoN, May 28.-—The suggestion of
a Idncoln memorfal in London in cele-
bration of the hundred years peace re-
calls the fact that'the great llberator
is already commemorated in the metrop-
olis by the “Lincoln Tower" at Christ
Church, Westminster Bridge road,

The tower, 200 feet hikh, was built
by Americuns at the close of the civil
war in appreciation of the sympathy
extended by the Rev, Newman Hall and
his congregation to the Northern cause
when public opinion in England was al-
moet entirely on the side of the-South,
The “Stars and Stripes"” are Inwrought
in the stonework of the tower, and the
British Lion and the American mte}
adorn it L !

| Mediterranean

(two=thirds

The. leland of Ada-Kaleh. 07 the Danube Ammexed Ty Austria-Hunssry

CYPRUS 36 YEARS A
BRITISH POSSESSION

Island of Eastern Mediterranean
Only Formally Handed
Over Last Week.

A VERY RICH TERRITORY

England Has Turned a Barren,
Filthy Waste Into
a Garden.

The island of Cyprus in the sastern
celebrated its thirty-
fifth anniversary uas a British posses- |
sfon Wednesday, and this fact proves
4ll  the more interesting because
Turkey formally handed over the {xiand
to Greap Britain only a few davs ago.
The {sland has been practically British |
territory since the fumous Berlin con- |
ference of 1878, but the Hultan was |
supposed to exercise u suzerainty there,
Last week's action on the part of the
Turkish Government makes possession
absolute,

The annezation of Cyprus hy Great
Britain ,in 1278 caused u great atir
throughout kurepe, particularly in
France, where it was thought that Eng-
land wus eutwardly supporting Turkéy
against Russia. This acquisition eof a
parcel of wvery rich territory In the
eastern Mediterrunean was due to the
cleverness of Disraell, who had kept
Furope in a general feverish excita-
ment by his diplomatic moves, It was
not the first occupation of the island
by the HBritish, for as early am 1199
Richard the Lion Hearted on his way
ta the Third Crusade teok the island
from one Tswac Comenus, He later sold
it to Guy de Luslgnan, ex-King of
Jerusalem, and 1t was not until seven
centuries later thut the island again
vame inte the possession eof Great
Britain under a so-called lease, The

Berlin conference, were as follows:

“That & Mussulman religious tri-
bunal ghall continue to exist in Cypru:
which will take exclusive cognizance f
religious matters and no others con-
cerning tha Mussulman population of
the {sland.

“That if Ruassia restores to Turkey
Kars and other conquests made by her
during the lust war in Armenia Cyprus
will be evacuated by England,

“That England will pay yearly to the
Porte whatever 18 the present excess o'
revenue over expenditure in the island
this excess to be caleulated up and
determined by the average of the last
fiva vears.”

This tribute was finally fixed at an
annual grant of $250,000,

Cvprus &= the English found it
thirty-five vears ago fulfilled to the lot.
ter the saving: “The grass never grows
whera the Turk has set his foott” To-

day it ‘v a huge garden, a real fairy-
land.
The population at the time of th.

British occupatlon was 180,000, of which
were (Greeks and the
muinder Turke, Over this motley crowd
the Eritish had to Keep peace, and a
mighty hard job it was, as those who
have read the politicul history of the
island can testify,

The first view of Cyprus from fthe
Rteamer |8 not an attructive one. The
Island seems barren; but as the visitor
draws nearer he is able to distinguish
the splendid old Venetlan fortificatlons
of Famagusta, which are ona of the
glories of the {sland. They are in splen-
did preservation deapite. the fact that
in 1671 they were besieged for an en-
tire year by the all conquering Mus-
tapha and his Turkish hosts, Cyprus
wak then under the rula of the Vene-
tians, who had acquired it from a
Lusignan queen,

At Famugusta is the only harbor in
the island, but it is safe to.enlor [ ]
any time of the day or night. A great
part of Cyprus {s under cultivation, and
a8 the train carries the traveller to
Nicorla, the capital, he seea Erowing
flelds on each slde. There is, however

e

™ great scarcity of water, and during the

summer months the vegetation dles
down, 1t |s recorded that in the time of
Constantine the Great Cyprus was
ubandoned because it did not raln fo
thirty-six years running.

The truth of this statement is not
vouched for. Besides thin the Cypriot
has to contend with swarma of locusts.
Various methods have been tried to ex-
terminate these pests, but with littre
result, The Church has often been in-
voked in the fight and a few timens was
successful, although it is recorded that
one priest who went out to curse the
Tocusts was iinmedlately surrounded
and suffocated by them, That was sev-
eral hundred years ago.

The chief uagricultural products of
the island, which by the way !a the
third largest in the Mediterranean, are
wheat, barley, vetches i(fodder), oats,
olives and cotton, Urapes are also
grown in large quantities,

A little of what England has done for
Cyprus can be seen from the following:

There s a legislature oconsisting of
elghteen members, six being office-

halders and twelve elected, three of t?lb]
latter chosen by the Mohammedan vot- |
ofs and nine by non-Mohammeedan \--I-!
ers,  ‘The Hritish High Commissioner,
who represents the British authorey,
I8 asslsted by an executlve council of
three, '

Thera are elementary schools, five |
Greek high schaqols for boys, one for
giris. There are also elght weekly
newspapers in Greek and one in Turk-
ish. Natlve judges decide all cases In
tha law courts with the exception of the
supremea court. Thesa courts consist
of rix assize courts, six district courts,
8ix maglsterial courts with summary
Jurisdiction and ten village judges'
courts. In additlon thers is the su-
preme court of c¢ivil and criminal ap-

KING AIDED U. 8, DELEGATES.

Vietor Fmmansel Gave Valuable
Data te Agriculiural Experts.

Rome, May 30.— The members of the
American Commisston on Agricultural
Cooaperations, who left here recently
arter terminating their study of Italian
methods  were especially honored and
pleased with the reception which King
Victor Emmanuel gave them. The sov-
erefun displayed a keen interest In the
work of the American compmission and
furnished the delegates with much
valuable information.

Tt was on the sugeestion of David
Lubin, a <alifornian, that the King
founded the International Institute of
Agriculture rome vears ago. This n-
stitute has heen of great Lenefit to the
world in general In view of the fact
thut it has collected 0 wealth of Infor-
mation regarding agricultural methods
of every nation, all of which {8 now at
tha disposal of all those who are in-
terested in agricultural problems. King
Victor Emmanuel understood at once
the far reaching scope of the enterprise
suggested by David Lubin and made
poseible its realization,

The American experts held wessions
for three dave at the Institute and some
f Ttaly's most distingulshed men gave
Jvid  accounts of how  agricultural |
‘redit wus established in Italy and of |
he remarkable results obtained. Myron !
. Herrick, United States Ambassador |
o France, came to Rome especlally to !
attend these gesslons and his 1-.\rwr1!
inowledge proved of great assistance
o the commission, Mr. Herrick 18 an
ruthority on the subject of agricultural |
redits und the Information he imparted |

v the American delegates will, ac- !
ording to one of them, go far toward |
hicing the agricultural industr of the |
United States on the same high plane
is those of European countries,

Rocks Which Threatened French Town

ITALIANS PREPARE NEW
ADVANCE ON BEDOUINS

But Cyrenaica May Not Be Oe-
cupied, Before Another
Year's Fighting.

.
Spacial Cabla Daapateh to Tar Sex

Rome, June 7.—Iialians fully recog-
nize that the Senussi tribesmen are op-
posing their advance into the interfor
of Cyrenalca. They have discovered
that the head of the Senussl, Ahmed el
Beerlf, with an armed following is now
at Kahr DBlekant, fbout twenty-five
miles from the s=ea coast. Ahmed was
present ay a recent battle at Ettang,
which was practically an Itulian defeat,
and the fact that he has joined Aziz
Bey, the Egvptian officer in command
of the Bedoulns, confirms the sugpicion

of an agreement between these two, who |

have decltded to oppose the Ttallan ad-
vance in order to divide the interior he.
tween them

The Itallans are now preparing to
march in force on the enemy, They
count on thelr superior artillery, but ft
{4 feared that they will fail to surround
tha Bedoulns under Aziz Bev, whose ohe
Jeet I8 to draw the Jtalians inland and
cut off thelr lines of communications.
Reenforcements of cavalry and artil-
lery are belng sent to Cyrenaica and an
expeditionary fores of over 25000 men
will ghortly he concentrated nt Derna.

The struggle between the Italians and
Bedouins will he a hard and a long one,
and it is feared that (0 will take at least
another year for the Itallans to oc-
cupy the inland portion of Cyrenaleca
and ¢come to terms with the powerful
Senusst

If tha Pope's health econtinues good
und he can stand the June heat, which
is exceptional just now, it is probable
that a consistory will be held within a
week or i fortnight, No far the can-
didates for the red hat number only
three aned they are all Twlians, They
are Myr. delle Chiesa, the Archhishop
of Bologna, Mgr. Tonti, o former Nun-
cio at Lisbhon, and Mer. Coppetelli, for-
merly vice-regent of Rome, whose post
was abolished It 15 lkely, however,
that ut the eleventh hour two more
Italian prelates will be made cardinals,
&0 thut the proportion of Italian and
foreign members of the Sacred College
will be thirty-seven Italinng to twenty-
seven foreigners,

For many years the little village of
Thormery, near Chambery, has led a
precarious existence, An enormous
rocky mass, welghing over 16,000 tons,
has constantly threatened to come loose
from the overhanging mountaln and
crush the hamlet, Ever since 1907 the
State has sent engineers to study the
best means of avolding a catastrophe,
and it waa finally decided that the only
way to, prevent a disaster would be to

blow up the rocky mass with dyna-
mite. The residents of the village were
glven notice and suflicient time to re-
move their property. When the day
set for the explosion arrived the vil-
lagers adjourned to the hills surround.
Ing the homes they had abandoned and
watched the Government experts who
placed the dynamite and blasted the
rocks which they had feared for mo
many years,
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VITERBO NON SO0N
10 BEOME A SAINT

s —

Congregation of Rites Now
Considering Cause of Sis-
ter Maria.

HAD  PROPHETIC SPIRIT

Member of Cisterelan  Order
Lived 52 Years Strapped
to a Bed.

Apecial UVarvespondence to Tae Srex,

RoME, Muy 27. ‘There seems to be no
doubt that “The Holy Nun of Viterbo.”
Sigter Marin Benedetia Frey. whose death
, was announced in THE SUN recently, will
| very shortly be canonized. In fact, the
necessary formalities for the “introduc-
tion of ber cause” before the Congregation
of Rites have already begun and the
Bishop of Viterbo has appointed the so-
called “postulator” of the cuse, whose
duty is to collect the avidence of all who
knew the nun in order to prove her repu
tition for wanctity, the heroie quality of
her virtues and eventually the working of
two miracles through her intercession

Meanwhile the following short biog-
raphy of tha Holy Nun, as she is called at
Viterbo, has been written by order of the
Bishop: “Sister Maria Benedetta Frey
waus born in Rome on March 22, 1838, Teft
an orphan at an early age, she was brought
up by an aunt, who had her educated by
the Cisterciay nuns. At the age of 21 she
refused an offer of marriage and jolned
the Cistercian Order. After two years of
novitiate she became a profesed nun and
took up her residence at Viterbo. In the
year 1861 ahe was wtricken with aocuts
parulysis of the spina and died after
fifty-two years of resigned suffering.®

These tifty -t wo years of resigned suffer-
ing, upart, from the other virtues of the
Holy Nun, appear to be really miraculous.
Sister Maria Benedetta lived for over half
& century with her head tightly baudaged
and wupported by u steel frame fixed at
both ends of her bed. The pain and die-
j comfort she suffered during these fifty
two long years which she spent pructically
motionless and without changing her po-
sition rendered life & continued martyr-
dom. And yet she never complained
Her nurse, who grew old at her bedside,
never heard her even sigh.

Many people came to see the Holy Nun;
prelates, priests and pilgrims, nobles and
peasants. They all Lrought their sorrows
| with themn and sought 'consolation from
| her. She cheered them all and told them
| that we were born to suffer. They looked
| at her and were consoled. The Holy Nun
wus endowed with prophetic spirit and
#he repeatadly predicted the future. This
{ Bift of hers was, however, very little
{ known, us the only great event she pre-
| dicted was the assassination of King Hum-
! bert I ut Monza, July 20, 1900,

But even this prediction would have re
mained unknown were it uot for the Sub-
i Prefect of Viterbo, who was informed by
the Mother Abhess that Sister Maria Bene-
i detta had a vision of the King's aslaksin
[ tion, and wired 10 the Home Office at
i Rome for confirmation.  The reply was «
j denial, since the King had heen assassi-
nated lute that afternoon and Rome had
not vet been informed Luter, however,
1 the Home Office urdered un inquiry, as it
| Was suspected that the plot to ussassinate
the King had been planned at Viterbo and
that thus the news of the assassination
had leaked out. The particulars of the
| Holy Nun's prediction were then fully
]

ascertained and it wus known that she
had a vision in which she saw the King
being killed, the arrest of the unarchis
Breaci and the king's death in the Castle
at Monza, Queen Margherita was so im-
pressed at this prediction that she hecame
acquainted with the nun and visited her
regularly until the time of her death. It
is reported that both the King and Queen
likewise used to visit the nun and send
her presents.

Ten yeurs ago the Pope allowed the
Holy Nun to receive visitors in her room,
thus mitiguting the rule of the Cisterojan
order that strangers were ouly allowed
to speak to the nuns through an {ren
grating. Thousands of people used to
visit the Holy Nun, not out of curiosity
but to seek oonsolution. During the
recent [talo-Turkish war many of those
who Lad « son or u hushand fighting in
Tripoli went to the Holy Nun to solicit her
prayers. Hister Maria Benedettu, who in
said to have predicted the war a yewr
before, usually asked for the names
| of the soldiers for whom she' was re-
|quested to pray, and ufter thinking
for # while, replied either bidding her
visitor to hope or else used some expres
sion hinting that the Lord might call tha
soldiers to hitn. In the first case the
wsoldiera invariably returned home safe
und sound, while in the second they wers
killed in action. She never made a single
mistake #nd thousands of persons are
ready to give evidence that whenever the
Holy Nun told them to hope, their sons,
husbands and relatives at the front were
not killed.

Two years ago the Holy Nun oele-
brated the fiftieth anniversary of her
illness, and the Pope sent Cardinal Cas-
setta to Viterbo with an autograph letter
in whioh he blessed her and highly
praised her truly Christian spirit of reeig-
nation. The Cardinal said muss in her
room and gave her Communion. It is
related that the Holy Nun hud u long con-
versation with the Cardinal during which
she predicted important future events,
including the Pope's recent illuess, which
she hinted waa the lust one.

The rooin in which the Holy Nun lived
in suffering and died in peace, has been
left intact and sealed up by order of the
bishop. Among the many relica of tha
Holy Nun which are preserved there is &
small image of Christ which the nun
kept naur her bed and for which she had
# wpecial veneration. Tt is stated that
when unbelievers went to ses her out of
curiority, she would show them this
imuge and & strange chunge would cnme
over them

During the Camorra trial, Don
Vitozzi sent to ask her whether he vﬁ
be acquitted. She sent hinn back
that had he been innocent he surely would
have been acquitted.

The Holy Nun predicted her death &
week ahead. She usked for the Ab
{ and all the nuns, lmggnﬂ their forgiveness,
| said goodby, und then said: “Now leave

with God." Bhe died on the v day
:nn';l ut the very hour she predicted. Be-
fore | Viterbo will have u new &d&

w& only -'llm. in the world
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