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YOI' L1KK timet iiitoa
dear.'" purred tin- - woman in

settee ,v tin1 side nt' Clare.
It was exactly

liml dropped ititn tin' tea
he lintel Meehante to ti ml.

ni'M'i- - iln tn scum ton eawr

"l'eihaps vim picfcr tn -- pin
whirl?" Tit il tin- - perfectly u'luiiiiii'il woniati at
her I'lhiiw, toyiiiir with tin- - liu'i;iu tea ami inulliiis.

"'So, I prefer poker, really, Imt "
"Hut what ?" in :! t lu woman.
"I am afraid. My hii-ha- "
"Oh," hiudiim.--. "inot of mir havi for-hidd-

us in plat ! ('nun' won't lo-- e Hei-in- -

tier's lurk. tui know. -. if ton i 1 they M
tru-- t yuii until ymi won I'lunih tn pay it hark."'

flari' ed a- - it' -- till undecided. "1 've hcaid
nl' lhe-- c 'jainliliii'.' apailiiient-.- " -- he li'inpnrii'il,
"An- - ymi -- uii' this i perfectly silV?"

The woman lam-he- aunin ami patted t --

haml fiii'iiiir.iL'iii'.'ly :i -- hi' nw her waver. "Smelt,"
-- In li'pliiil. "a -- ate a- - j' it Welti tour own Im tin
al'er." she aihleil simiitieanlly.

"Well," siiiciimlieil I'laie. reuchiui; fur her wiaps.
"I 'II mi. inily I can't nll'nnl In lo-- e very imirli today."

"That will he all rmht." I'lienina'jeil the woman.
si ill'.' the check. "He-ide- -. ,.u won't lni'. The ear

is waitim: niitiile."
As ihe two pa finin the lea innlil tliliMi'jh the

lohhy nf the Mi ehaiite. a man lne finin all easy ehair
In a pillar, smihd in il surpri-- e ami
lippeil his hat In flan1. It was Hillt I.awsnn.

"Why - - Imw - - hnw ilo ou iln, .Mi-- . Lawsnn.''
.'aspi'il ('late in simulated t'uitt'tt-iu- n.

"Very well, indeed, thank urn. ami your-clf?- "
he ilHllileil. half liliiiini: as if expert im; tn he intlo-ihlee- il

tn her companion.
fnniplyiiiL. with the

I 'lure illterjeeteil. "let mi
"Mi. Willis."

introduce an nhl friend nf
mini1. Mr. l.awuii."

"It 's a heautifiil afternoon." pur-itc- d Lavvou. add-iii-

si'ji;estiely. "fur shoppim.-- . The wmhl is mi the
Atcnue."

"N tin, we aie tint .shnppintr hniiml." hesiiateil
flare, tint ni'iiliiiii'.r the part, hut utanaLMm: tn let
Mrs. Willis see that there wa a speeial iiitiniaey heie.

P KM! APS Mr. Law s.m will join us. Mis. Ken-ihill- ."

w hispeieil the nl her. making effective u-- e

nf her dark exes uuiler their ilrnnpy hishes. It wa
nut ilillieillt for Law sun In eem tn meet her halfway.
A hasty explanation fnllnweil.

"I 'II iln autthni1.1 nine." hiimheil Hilly.
A liininent later ihey were ehattiim meriily in a

liehly uphnlti'ieil limniisiue speeilinir luxuriously up
In the Uecherche A pai t meats nil Central I'aik Vet.

A look hetweeii ('hue ami Hilly Inhl eaeh that the
"plant" was wnikiii'.' Iieaiitil'ully.

It hail enine ahniit in this wa,. Maitin Cail.tle.
the lllillinmiile. hail llil.tcnl dl-c- ot eii'i! a few

tiny hefoie. that his wile's jewels, some of them
family heiiloniiis, weie missing finin the little safe in
their I'ittli Avenue home.

Mrs. Cai It h1 hail worn I hem one uilil al the opera
ami instead of icliiiuini' them to ihe safe had tucked
them in a drawer of her I i i i lt lahle until iiioniini;,
In the mniniui: they weie none ueaily ti ft v thnn-san- d

dollar- -' wnrlh nf them, Inn,
There was not a mark of a er anywhere,

nut a elew or suspicion on which to work. With the
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seereiiu'iu'ss natural to him. Imttetei. Carl tie had
avoided the pilhlieity nf the Mi liar police and had
placed the ease in t'lare Kendall's hands.

She had looked nver the uniiiinl and ttiekly
that it was an "iiisiile j"h." lu trailing: the

various sertanls. hefnie inininu In the "open i"

sta-j- of the ease. he had found that the
ehaiitVeur nf the Cailyle tnwu ear. .link Hciiuc v.
was a rather sporty i'riniai,e, appaicntly dipn-e- d

tn discreet jo-- i iiliii'.'. lii'poits eame to her thai the
ear had heeu iiiui'h seen ill the white liylit distriei, not
at the moie iiieslioualili' ieois, hni at lestaiirauts
and hotels ju-- t a trille iiiite. wheie fashioiiahle near- -

Hnhellliails fnle'.'alhered.
Could it he, leasoued hue at lilst. that some nf the

swift aiii'iaiiitances nf ihe liaml-nin- e tnunir ehaiitVeur

"You know how I have loll rvcrythinn cvtrylhinv," wail

had enmeshed him and had eithei u-- him a- - a tnol
or eorrupted him to -- t al the uein .'

One lepoil had it that not Imej ai;o llennesy had
dlitell -- eteial lathei evhihualed ladies I'mm the
Meehaille lea loom In the Ifeehelehe. Claie had
traced nut the clew. A Ml. Willis had hecil nf the

paily. ('hue had hauiiled the tea loom, had mili-
tated ihe I' ,iut who spoke to her,
while Law-o- u had I'liiaiued I'aithlullt in the Inhhy,

At la- -t -- he had -- ceii Mi. Willis. It was not Ion1;

hefore the hitler had nodded. Then she had stopped
to -- peak. Thi tta the icsiilt.

"Whn - she.'" whispered Law-n- u, a he helped

'hue nut nf the ear at the K'eeheiehi'. after Ml.
Willis had led the way.

"S-sh!- " eiilllioiiinu'. "l)nii'l you see the liioiin'jiain
mi the door.' It 's Mis. Carlt'le heis,.f'"

Law-so- eoteieil his nipri-- e hv a ha-t- y laiue at
the little red "M. C." mi tin1 shiiun'j liho k enamel nt'
the ear as he shimmed the door hiil. then followed
t'lare and Mrs. Carltle.

A they enteied the yiilleil plate !ila door of the
liue apartment house, daie imied with a iui'k
jlauee the mall '.'ill sjn, "I lesnalile apailmeni for
rent."

They weie whisked up fiotu the niaihle and out
hall ill the hlolli'-ilnoiei- l lift to the tenth lloor. Tun
hasty riii'js at the huer followed lit a nne, and
they Weie :t i I In a simiptiloUs apailmeut,

A trim ueio maid look Law-son- 's

hat and i "at. and Mis. Cai-

lyle herself eoiichieted ('hire to a
hoiiiloir in wlueh was a lied Int-
el ed w itli hats and w taps.

tidy for a nioinenl did the iria-einl-

"Mr. Willis" leate I'laie
alone. I '.ul that iimiiieiit wa

U ' .

With a ha-t- y 'jhnne ahoii! to

JLHV

aciuainiau

.a maUe sine tliat no one wa- - l"oi,- -

T . she Heil o It Ihe llollnlll
diawer nf llie iln v , tit- - u

.
I ii a'i i -- . -- he had -- !ill)e'l

a hhlek dl-- e unilir llie I'elliiliilie
li t A wile. ely allaelied
lit pIlls In the ill-- e so that tlieie
was plat I'linuuh In allow the
diawer In hi' op. iii d or -- i with
nut eM'itintr iispieiiiii that any-thin-

wa- - altaelied tn it. pa ed
i ut I'miii the liaek. Heftly and
il'lletly -- he lephned the drawer.
Then1 weie footsteps in the hall.
I'lshim: the diawer -- hut, -- he
illopped the wire out of the win-

dow elo-- e to whieh the die er
stood. As the -- pool elatleied on
the eoui'iete ? the liottoin of ihe
enlllt. -- he w.l- - -- tandlli'-' het'oie the
mirinr tui knii.' in a -- nay w -p nf
hair.

IT S all iihl, nit dear,
' tthi-- l end "Ml-- , Willi-.- "

"Theie's a little ihlee-hailde- d

'jatne uoiiii: to -- tait inimedialely.
You and Mr. Law -- mi will he wel-min-

('nine out and let me iu-- I

induce you."
The ho-l- e wa sniai lly Linwui'd

id Mr. Crlyte in ail llflelllnoll I'lnck nf Nell
lo-- e. As Mr- -. I'ailtle whi-pi'l- ed

the tiaiin - nf her cnmpaiiimi-- . si , hi hi r hand liin;er
i nulldill'-'-lt in l 'laic's.

"So jhld tn -- ee tnll," mill linn i d Ml- -, I .It ili'.'-tn- ll

euuai'iuiilt. "I'i ieud- - nf Mi- -. Willi- - aie always ttel-cnm- e

hcie."
Il was ju- -i like a sncial call. it w.i- - no -- neial

call.
"Mr. Hill n jIoii." lemaiked ihe hose 11. a fault-

lessly die-sr- d, heavy -- el tninm man enlend, "Iwn
ft ieud- - nf Mi- -, Willi-.- "

The mollis mlo which the ho-- l and lio-le- -s iisheied
them had an air of ti it t and iclluiiiieiil. I'lectrie
hnlh- - listened in -- ilkeli -- hade-. Thile weie noi-e- -


