OULDNT YOU LIKE to wet intaa In
the wame, dear ™ purred the woman in
the wicker settee ])) the sule of Clare,
The wivl hesitated, Tt was exaetly
what <he hadl dvopped to the tea
room of the Hotel Mechante to find,
but it woenld never do to seem too eacer
[ about 11,
"|'r||.;||-- Aol 1|||l‘ll' to -;-ih the
wheel 2" persisted the perfeetly groomed woman at
her elbow, toying with the Russiin tea and mutlins,

“No. | ]II‘G'I'-‘I' 'u-krl. ]‘l‘:l“_\, bt ~——*

“Hut what ™ wraed the woran,

“ITam atvaid, My sl s

SO Liching, *most of our hnshands have for-
hidden us 1o play ! Vot wor't lose Bewis
Her's Ik, Mo know, T stdes, 1 von did loosis, they "l
teust vou until yon o won eoongh to payit haek.””

Clare hesitated as 1t <till nodes ided, ] v heand
ul these iparrtine 1=, she ||'l|||mllll'l|.
e yvon sure this s perteetly sate

The wonan lanched aeain and patted  Clire's
bl enconrazingly as <he <aw her waner, *Sapely,”
she veplivd, =as sate as 10 10 were vour own hone
saler,” she added stz -

Cone

camhling

e 'i‘\‘

SWell,™ steenmhnl Clave, veaching tor Ly Wihitpis,
L oy ondy 1 ean™ atford o lose very el today ™

“That will be all vight” eneonraged the \\u!l.;w.
|IRLAR LY the ehioek S HEST L s Ve wont lome, Thie e
I~ walting ontside,” '

As the two |<.1--w] Prome the tea room throagh the
lohlinv ot the Mochiante, aoman tose from an sy elunr
by o pllar, snoled i well-teigned surprise and
Prpepeend s Bt to Claves T was Bally Lawson,

“Why -~ how — how o v do, Mree Lawson,”™
casped Clare in sinalated contusion,

*NVeryv well, indecd, thank yon, and = vonrself
he inguired, balt tarning as it expeeting to be intro
l"ll't'll to her eon rintiton,

Complyine with the sngeestion, *Mrs, Willis,”
Clare interjected, =let we introduee an old triend of
mine, Mr. Lawson™

=1t % a heantitul atternoon,” presied Lawson, adid

ine suggestively, “tor shopping, The world is on the
Menue”
N oocnoe we e not shopping bonnd,™ hesitated

Clare, not ovendoing the part, bt man o et
Mos, Willis see that theve was a special intimaey here,

CPDERIAPES Mr. Lawson will join us, Mrs, Ken-

dall,” w |'|i-|-r|mi the other, making effective use
of hier dark exes under thene dvoopy Tashes, Tt was
not dithieult for Lawson to seem to meet her hialt wiay,
A hasty explanation tollowed,

L do avsthime onee Tanzhed Bally,

A moment Later they were ehatting merrily in a
vichly upholstered Hmonsine speeding nsuvionsly up
to the Recherehe \|n.'n'llul‘lwl- o Central Park West,

A look between Clare and 1:!”_\ told each that the
splant™ was working heantitully,

It haed conne alwont i tlas way.
the wnlhionaire, Lo
davs betore. that bis wite's qesels, some of then
l:.ﬁml.g Liewloomis, were missing trom the Tittle sate in
their Fitth Avenne Lone

Mes, Carly le Baved wonn them ove nighit at the opera
and instead ot veturning them to the sate Tad taeked
them ina dreawer of her deessing table wotil morning
In the morning they were gone nearly firty thon-
sand dollars" worth of them, too,

There was not a mark o a honsebreaker anywhere,
not a elew or suspicion on which to work, With the

Marvin Canlyle,

stieldenly  diseovered a0 few
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eness natural to him, however, .u._\!-- Ll
avoided the pahlicity of the vecabie poliee and had
[-].llr-i the ease o Clare Iendall’s hads

Shie had Tookied over the cromnd and gquickly de-
elded that it was an “inside o™ In trailing the
varions servitits, hetore comng ta the fopen invest
the ease, she had fonnd that the
chantffenr of the Carlyle 1o var, Jack Hennessy,
wits @ rther sporty personage, appanently disposed
Jov-riding,  Reports came 1o her that the
car had been mueh seen o the whiote Lieht distewet, g
at the more questiwonable resart=, bt
and hotels josta teatle visonds where tashiionable near-
Bohiennans torecathoral

gation™ stage ol

to disereet

15
restanrats

Conld it e, reasoried ©Lare at tirst, that some of the

WL aeatatitianees ol 1o dsotie vonne chantfeny

*You know how | have lost everything -

Lol enmmeshed Tine and Lad either used i as a tool

or corrapted him to steal the coms

e et Baned 30t bt vt Lo ago Hennessy Jianed
driven several vather ealitlarated Laddies teom tha
Mechante ten oo ta the Roeherelu
teaeed ont the elew, X Mo Willis Ll heen ot the
pavety. Clave haad hannted the tea voon, Ll enlni
vatesl the avquatntanee o any who spoke ta her,
while Lawson bl vemained taithtnlly o the Taliby

At last she badd seen Mis, Wallis, Tt was not long
hetore the latter Lad voddeds Then <he T stopped
to speak,  This was the resulr,

*Who is she”" whispered Lawson, as he helped
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Clare ont of the ear at the Reclivrehe,
Willis hadd led the way.

s ash T eantioning, CDon’t von see the motosran
I Mo Cavlyle lerselt !

l.:l\\“-ln coverad his SHErEse by o hosty elinee at
the Little ved =M, OO o the ack enanmel
the ear as he slammed the door <L, then follond
Clare and Mrs, Carly e,

As 1'!1"\' " ‘.T-‘!"II the crilled } Lt iss door of the
hnge apartment th o gl
alamee the small cilt <izo, = Despalile apartients toa
rent,”

'I'lw.\ were whished up from the maeble aold oy
i.;l“ i the bronze-doored Lttt voo the tenth oo, Twao
|.;I-|_\ rines at the buzzer tollowed by o lone ae, wnl
they were uln

atter Mrs,

ot the door?

hotrse, Clave poted wi

Pl tooa stuptinns apartiient,
A trim

~or's hat and oot

pecro sl took Laowe
ared Mis, i
Ivie herselt condueted Clire to a
hondoir 1 whieh was a0 bl e
n]n] with hiats ol W=

Oy For aoronent died the era
vions *Mes, Willis® leave Clin
alone,  Pat than
enonul

“'.Ih' o higisty Lo gt

(T N “wa

tanhe smre that ity i~ Lol
e, =l \ )
diswe | >

il |

v hlael ST [ TR B \
e v owires Joesely attaehiedd
Iy |'|'-_'-"-‘ v oalisee so thiat ther

wias pla

deawer to he opened or <shat witl

ot execiting stuspacion that any

thine wis .|".:-i--i o 4t !I.L~~l'-|
it 1 e hy Doty and
i Vs | o “_l'v'
I'hn Jo= 1
PPashiin i -
tl:n|-!-|li Thie Wit
||--1\ elose 100w ' 1l dlresse
the eotervte it the b 1he
cotrt, <l 1=~ o i vee tha
mivvor tuekne moa s spr ot

hair,

GEIT 'S all richt, wy  dear”
ln qered  Mis, Willis"

SThere 's o hintde three-handed
Sane v o To =it 'JI!"I!“\lll.\
Yom and Me. Laws 11 b wel
eutiie;  Conrge o gaml Jot me §

trondines von,

The hostess was <ty 2owned

everything,” wailed Mrs, Carlyle it an atternoot frock of Nell
Poosie, As Mos vk ‘;‘]'ll't]
the tatnes of ber compa s, <h ' d lnger
contidingly Clare -
o elad 1o see v woarnoned M, 1L

eneagingly,  “Froemds o Moo W

comie lere”

It was just like a social eall, Y sl
vall,

“NMoe, Han torn™ vennt hed « i tault
lessIv dvessed, Ty <ot a < i entered, Ctwo
triends off Mes, Wilhis ™

The voorms wito whiel the Lost o R Frostess usherod
them had an aie ot qunet el vetive Fleetrn
halhs ehistened 1o silllien <hades, There were thonse



