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LIFE'S LITTLE EVENTS DEPICTED BY JAMES MONTGOMERY FLAGG

Vagabond Simplicissimus Tells Customs and Manners During the Thirty Years War
Hans von Grimmelshausen's Classic German Romances of

Adventures of the Wanderer, Translated Into
English for the First Time

The storks of the "Adventurous Simplicissimus" by von Grimmcl-KhuuK- in

arc familiar enough to readers; in fact the romances
thts vagabond are among the best known German classics. They have never
bu n done into English, however, until the present time. A translation has
just bicn issued by Hcinemann of London. The stories a light on cus-tur- ns

and manners 'the Thirty Years War not otherwise rtcorded.

It wan not my

AInioCGH to take tho peace
with these troopers

tcj my dad's house and farm,
ftiinc that matters will bo 111 therein,

ei (I course of my history demands
tin' I should leave to kind posterity
tin f jnt of what manner of cruelties

' w and iiKaln practised In this
ij, (J' i man war: yea, and moreover
U- -' fy - my own example that such

!u't often have been sent to us
by tl. goodness of Almighty God for
uur " tit Tor, penile reader, who
won! . ,r have taught me that there
was ,d in Heaven If these soldiers
ha.l rv ' di stroyed my dad's house, and
t s , a deed driven me out among
fK ' nave me all lilting instruc-tio- i.

t tiupcinV Only a little while be-f"- i-

l nuther knew nor could fancy
t' i f that thero were any people
'ti u save only my dad, my mother
inl mi- and the rest of our house-h"l- 'i

n r did I know of any human
' . ii i, hut that where I dally went
' anil in, Hut soon thereafter I un-- d'

r i .id iu. way of men's coming Into
and how they must leave

I' . iln 1 was only In shape a man
i in name a Christian: for the rest

hut a brant.
T i 'i'st thing these troopers did 'Was

. ii y stabled their horses; there-
of' r i ,. h fell to his appointed task,

I. tank wan neither more nor less
ii. i i n anil destruction. For though

f m gan to slaughter and to boll and
- mm that It looked as If there
In a merry banquet forward, yot

i Hutu were who did but storm
t - li the house above and below

- stowed together
I ils of cloth and apparel und all
ii. iht of household stuff, as If they
v il n't up a frippery market. All
t' they had no mind to take with
tl they cut In pieces. 8omo thrust
tl. swords through the hay and straw

they ti ii il not enough 'sheep and
st to slaughter: and some the
lu its out of the beds and In their
el' stuffed In bncon und other dried
".' und provisions as If such were
I" and softer to sleep upon. Others
!r the stove and tho windows us If
'Ii had a never ending summer to
IT isi. Houseware of copper and tin
' heat Hut, und packed such vessels,

i nt and spoiled. In with the rest.
ii icuds, tables, chairs and benches
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they burned, though there lay many
cords of dry wood In the yard. I'ots
and pipkins must all go to pieces, cither
because they would eat none but roast
Mesh, or because their purpose was to
make there but a single meal.

Our maid was so bundled In the sta-
ble that she could not como out; 'Which
Is a shume to tell of. Our man they laid
bound upon the ground, thrust a gag
Into his mouth, and poured a pailful of
filthy water into his body: and by this,
which they called a Swedish draught,
they forced him to lead a party of them
to another place where they captured
men and beasts, und brought them back
to our farm, In which company were
my dad, my mother and our Ursula.

And now they licgan: first to take the
flints out of their pistols and In place of
them to Jam the peasants' thumbs In and
so to torture the poor rogues us If they
hud been ubout the burning of witches;
for one of them they hud taken they
thrust Into the baking oven and there
lit a tiro under htm, although he had as
yet confessed no crime: as for another,
they put u cord round his head and so
twisted It tight with a piece of wood
that the blood gushed from his mouth
und noso and ears. In a word, each had
his own device to torture the peasants,
and each peusiuu his several tortures.
Hut as It seemed to mo then, my dad
was tho luckiest, for he with a laughing
face confessed what others must out
with In the midst of pulns and miser-
able lamentations: and such honor
wit limit doubt fell to him because he
was tho 'householder. For they sot him
before a Are and bound him fast so that
he could neither stir 'hand nor foot, and
smeared tho soles of his feet with wet
suit, and this they made our old goat
lick off, and so tickle him that ho 'well
nigh burst his sides with laughing. And
this seemed to mo so merry a thing that
I must needs laugh with him for the
sake of fellowship, or becnuso I knew
no bettor. In tho midst of such laugh-

ter he must needs confess ull tliut they
would have of him, and Indeed revealed
to them a secret treasure, which
proved fnr richer In pearls, gold and
trinkets than any would lmvo looked
for among peasants.

Now did I begin to consider and to
ponder upon my unhappy condition and
prospects, and to think how I mlgnt
best help myself out of my plight. For
whither should I go? Here Indeed my
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of
poor wits were fur too slender to de-

vise a plan. Yet they served me so
far that toward evening I ran Into the
woods. Hut then whither wns I to go
further? For the ways of tho wood
were us little known to me ns the pas-sug- o

beyond Nova Zemblu through the
Arctic Oceun to China. 'Tls true the
pitch dark night was my protection:
yet to my dark wits it seemed not dat k
enough; so I did hide myself In a close
thicket wherein I could hear both the
shrieks of the tortured peasants and the
song of the nightingales, which birds
regarded not the peasants either to
show compassion for them or to stop
their sweet song for their Bakes: and
so I laid myself, as free from cure, upon
one ear, and fell asleep. Uut when the
morning star begun to glimmer In the
east I could see my poor dad's house
nil utlame, yet none that sought to
stop the fire: so I betook myself
thither In hopes to have some news of
my dad: whereupon I wus espied by
live troupers, of whom one holloaed to
me, "Come hither, boy, or 1 will shoot
thee dead."

Hut I stood stock still and
open mouthed, as knowing not
whut he meant or would have;
und I standing there and gaping
upon them like a cat at n new barn
door, and they, by reason of a morass
between, not being able to come at me,
which vexed them mightily, jne dis-

charged his carbine at me: at which
sudden flame of fire and unexpected
noise, which the echo, repeating It many
times, made more dreadful, I was so
terrified that forthwith I fell to the
ground, and for terror durst not move
u finger, though the troopers went
their way und doubtless left me for
dead; nor for that whole day had .1

spirit to rise up. Uut night again over-
taking me, I stood up and wandered
uwny Into the woods until I saw afar
off n deud tree that shone: und this
again wrought in me a new fear:
wherefore I turned me ubout post haste
und ran till I saw another such tree,
from which I hurried away ugaln, and
In this manner spent the night.

In that wood did 1 ubldo for ubout
two yeurs until the hermit died and
after his death somewhat longer than
a half year. And therefore It secmeth
mo good to tell to tho curious reader,
who often deslreth to know even ho
smallest matters of our doings, our
ways and works and how we spent our
life.

Now our food was vegetables of all
kinds, turnips, cubbugo, beans, peas and
the like; nor did we despise, beech nuts,
wild apples, pears and cherries yeo,
and our hunger often mado even acorns
savory to us; our bread or, to say more
truly, our cakes, we baked on hot ashes,
and they were mado of Italian rye
beaten fine. In winter we would catch
birds with springes and snares, but In
spring and summer Clod bestowed upon
us young fledglings from their nests.
Often must we make out with sua lis

ami frogs; and so was fishing, both
with net and line, convenient to us, for
close to our dwelling there tlowed a
hrnok full of fish and craytlsh, all
which did help to make our rough

Vegetable diet palatable. Once on a
time did we catch a young wild pig, and
this - penned in u stall and did feed
him with acorn and li'ooh nuts, so
fatted him and nt last did eat him; for

my hermit knew It could be no sin
to eat that which God hath created to
such end for the whole human ra,ce.

Of salt we needed but little and spices
not nt all, for we might not arouse our
desire to drink, seeing that we had no
cellar. What little salt we wanted a
good pastor furnished us who dwelt
some llfteen miles nway from us. and
of whom I shall vt have nn.vh to tell.
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Now as concerns our household stuff
we had enough, fin- - we had u shovel, u
pick, an axe, u hatchet und an Iron
pot for cooking, which was indeed nut

. our own, but lent to us by the said
' pastor. Mich of us had an old blunt

knife, which same were our own
and no more. More than that

we needed naught, neither dishes,
phites, spoons nor forks; neither ket
tles, frying pans, gridirons, spits, salt
cellnrs, no, nor any other table and
kitchen ware, for our iron pot was our
dish, our hands our forks and spoons.

Now. II few- - tint's nfter tin. Iioi'miII'm
I decease I betook myself to the pastor
nlsive mentioned and declared to him
my master's death, and therewith be-
sought counsel from him how I should
act In such u case. And though lie
mucn uissuaueii me irom living longer
In the forest, yet did I boldly tread on
In my footsteps. Inasmuch
as for the whole summer I did nil that
a holy mi i ii k should do. ltut as lime
chungeth nil things, so by degrees thu
grief which 1 felt for my hermit grew
less and less, and the sharp cold of
winter without quenched thu heat of
my steadfast purpose within. And tho
more I began to falter the lazier did I

become In my prayers, for in place of
dwelling ever upon godly and heavenly
thoughts, I let myself be overcome by
the desire to see the world: and

as for this purpose I could do
no good In my forest, 1 determined to
go again to the said pastor and ask
if he again would counsel me to leave
the wood. To that end I betook myself
to his village, which when I came
thjther 1 found in flumes: for a party
ol troopers had but now plundered and
burned It, and of the peasants killed
some, driven some nway, and some had
made prisoner!-- , among whom was the
pastor himself. Ah God, how full Is
man's life of cure and
h'curco hath ono misfortune ended and
lo! we arc lu uuother, I wonder not
that the heathen Tinioii
set up many gallows at Athens, where-
on men might string themselves up, and
so with brief pain make an end to
their wretched life.

These troopers were even now ready
to march und had tho pastor fastened
by u rope to lead him uwny. Home
cried, "Bhoot him down, the rogue!"
Others would have money from him.
Hut he, lifting up his hands In heaven,
begged, for tho sake of tho l.ast Judg-
ment, for and Christian

but In vain; for ono of
them rode him down und dealt him
such n blow on the head that ho fell
flat and commended his soul to God.
Nor did the remainder of the captured
IK'asants faro any better. Hut even
when It seemed these troopers, in their
cruel tvriinnv. hml clejiii lost their wits.

such u swarm of armed peasants
of the wood that It seemed u

lit'
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wasps' nosl had been stirred- - And these
began to yell so frightfully and so fu-
riously to attack with sword and mus-
ket that all my hair stood on end; und
never had I been nt such a merrymak-
ing before, for the peasants of the
Spcssart und the Vogelsbcrg are as
little wont as arc the Hessians and men
of the SauiTland and the lilack Forest
to let themselves lie crowed over on
their own dunghill. So away went the
troopers, aqd not only left behind tho
cattle they had captured, but threw
away kig mid baggage also, anil so cast
all their booty to tile Winds lot them-
selves should become booty for the pea-

sants: yet some of them fell Into their
hands. Tills sport took from me well-nig- h

all desiro to see tin- - world, for I
thought, if 'lis all like this, then is the
wilderness far more pleasant. Yet
would 1 fain hear what the pastor had
to say of it, who was, by reason of
won nils and blows received, faint, weak,
and feeble. Yet lie made shift to tell
me he knew not how to help or ad-
vise me, since he himself was now in
a plight In which In might well have
to seek his bread by begging.

Now unless our hostess had been con-
tent to have herself and her whole
house possessed by my army, 'twas cer-
tain elic miist be rid of them. And
that she did, short and sharp, for she
put my rags Into the oven and burned
them out as clean as an old tobacco
pipe, so that I lived again as 'twere In
a ro.--e garden freed from my vermin:
yea, and none can belles e how good It
was for me to be free from that tor-
ment wherein I had sat for months as
In an ant's nest. Hut In recompense
for that I had u new plague to en-
counter: namely, that my new master
was one of those strange soldiers that
do think to get to hcaen: he was con-
tented wltli ills pay and never harmed
u child. Ills whole fortune consisted In
whut he could earn by standing sentry
and what ho could saw- - from his week-
ly p.iy, and that, poor as it wax ho
Valued above all 'Hie pearls of the
Orient: each sixpence he got he sewed
into his breeches, and that he might
have more of such sKpeiiees I ami his
horse imist start c: I must break my
teeth upon dry I'uiiip'TiiliKcl, and nour-
ish myself with vuiu-r- , or at best with
small beer, and that was a r affair
for me Inasmuch us my throat was
raw from the dry black bread ami my
whole body wasted away. If I would
eat 1 must needs steal, and own that
with such secrecy that my master
could by no in. inner of means be brought
lo hook. As fur him, gallows und tor-
ture, headsmen ami llielr helpers yea,
and surgeons too wcro hut superflu-
ous. .Sutlers and hawkers too must
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