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SOME NEW BOOKS.

Theodore Hoosevelt's Autohliography.

Much, and pos=<ibly all, of the contents

ore Roosevelt, an Autoblog-
raphy (The Macmillan Company), has
been printed before, at sundry times
and in divers places, and where no
single reader, however much Interested
in the subject, i& likely to have seen
it all, ®o it scems =ale o treat the
whole as new matter,

The fifteen chapters into which the
book i# divided, or out of which it has
been complled, vary much in interest,
and still more in  importance, But
they are all, or almost all, very well

worth reading, Necessarily there (s
much  preaching, and gome of the
preaching Is  skipable.  Of such s

some of the chapter on “The Vigor of
Life,” which, borrowing (t from an
1talian version of “The Strenuous Life,"
the author considers preferable to his
own title, Of such Is a good deal of
the chapter on “Applied ldealism” and
a good deal of the chapter on “The
g Stiek and the Square Deal” and a
good deal of the chapter on ““The Peace
of Righteous”  HBut even in these the
preaching is so interspersed with  in-
teresting narrative that the reader
finds it will not do to neglect the chap-
ters with these warning titles alto-
gether, while the chapters which are
primarily narrative and in which the
preaching is strietly incidental to the
narrative are to be read through, an
exercise  which s not in the least
onerous, The book is another, and per-
haps the crowning, tribute to its au-
thor's all roundness and to his huge
gusto of life,

Mr. Roosevelt is quoted as having
said somewhere that he had not a drop
of ““Anglo-Baxon” bhlood in his veins,
Thiz would be a hardy thing for any
American of two centuries and & half
of American descent to say of himself,
considering the rapidity of the ratio nc-
cording to which his ancestors double
at every receding generation, without
much more minute study than. most
Americans give to their genealogies, or
than it appears that the antobiographer
has wiven, All the same, he makes it
appear that net only the patronymical
but the prevailing strain in hin paternal
ancestry is Dutch, descended from an
immigrant of the seventeenth century
whose posterity has, at least since the
heginning  of the nineteenth, been
steadily rising in social importance on
Muanhattan Island, where all the gener-
ations of them have been born and
rearved. His maternal ancestry he here
sels down ar “predominantly of Scoteh,
but also of Huguenot and English de-
scent,” so that very likely he wus mis-
understood  or misquoted about the
Anglo-Saxonism. Hig father, Theodore,
whom he calls, after the manner of
pious =ons of good fathers, “the best
man | ever knew,” is =till well remem-
bered by many elderly New Yorkers,
although he died at 48, as the most pub-
lic spirited. the most interested in what
are pow called “civies" of his numerous
brotherhood, the sons of old O, V., 8,
wha inhablted the parent hive at the
western corner of Broadway and Four-
teenth street for a decade or more after

the oivil war., On the other side of
Broadway, a square or two below, re-
sided C. V. 88 brother James 1., “the
Judge” who in his latter years was
hest Known by the activities of his
wite, whose soclal leadership was for
many years conspicucus, (f the sona
of ¢V ® the most prominent figure
was hardly Theodore, but Robert B.

Whose interest was in politics of 4 prac-
tical Kind rather than in charities und
the “civies” to which his  younger
brother was addicted. Robert B, served
several terms in Cwongress, and suc-
cevded “Miles (Rellly” as editor of the
itizen, 1 weekly which had a certain
political and literary standing during the
lite 608 and early "Tos, if, indeed, Hobert
15 was not the “ange!” of the publication
cven during Halpine's term as editor.
The BEnlloeks of Georgia seem to hove
been locally quite equal soclaily to the
Hoosevelts of New York. oOf his uncle,
James Dunwoodie Bullowk, who was an
Admiral in the Confederate navy. and
the naval agent of the Confederacy in
Fnglamd under whose inspection the
Alabama, among other vessels, was bullt,
his nephew, who compares him
Thackeray's Colonel Neweome, may not
Le aware of the professional praise he.
stowed upon him by a competent judge.
also a Confederate nuval officer, as “the
best navigator | ever sailed with,” There
is @t l=ast no question that Mr. Hoosevelt
comes of good peaple

The reminiscences here given of the
autobivgrapher's boyhood and youth are
readable enough.  But the special in-
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_terest of the book beginsg with the be-

zinning of his political career In hia
ciection to the New York Assembly in
1881, He had already, in spite of the
Jeers of his friends, begun the fulfll-
ment of his political duties by Jolning
the  Hepublican  Association  of  the
Twenty-tirst Assembly district, one of
the richest in the chty and also one of
the most trustworthily Republican, His
mentor was one Joe Murray, who had
shown his quality by beating the Tam-
many distreict leader, against whom he
had a personal grudge, and carrying
that leader's distriet for the Hepubli-
cans, Jake Hess was the Republican
boss of the Twenty-first, and Jake by
no means approved of the nomination
of the young man in spectacles just
out of Harvard, though when he was
bnten on the nomination he turned in
ungrudgingly to make the election sure.
Although a member of the minority,
the Assembly that year belng Demo-
cratic, young Roosevelt made his dis-
tinet mark, The Legislature was in its
zeneral and average composition what
preity much every Legislatuge has been
<ince, Whoever meant to get good
hills passed and bad bills beaten had
newd both of shrewdness and of courage.
The maturer conclurions of the debutant
of 1881 are worth guoting: “To read
some Kinds of literature one would sup-

* pose that the only corruption In legls-

lutive circles was In the form of bribery
Ly corporations and that the line was
sharp between the honest man who was
always voting against corporations and
the dishonest man who was always
bribed to vote for them. My experience
was the direct contrary of thls., For
every one bill introduced (not passed)
in favor of a corporation there were at
least ten Introduced (not passed and in
this.case not intended to be passed) t)»
blackmall corporations, The majority
of the corrupt members would be foun.l
voting for the blackmailing bills if they
were not pald and would also be found
voting in the Interests of the corpora-
Blen If they were pald.”

Perbaps the most signal service tha
Toung Assemblyman was enabled to
render was his share, under the Ingpira-
tion of “Mike Costello,” not in defeating
bt in exposing a bill which with a
hinrmless title and ostensible purpose
Hid been “amended” In the Senate Into
i Wi to remit the taxes of the elevated
dallroads. The trick was promptly ez.

]
posed when the bill was sent back to pled or for some other cause temporarily

the Assembly, though there also

it out of work,

He organizes clambakes

passed In apite of the exposure, But the and chowder parties and plenics and is

exposure aroused attention, the Gove-

consulted by the local labor leaders

ernor vetoed the bil and after much' when a cut in wages |= threatened. For

litigation the roads had to pay the back ' some of his constituents he does proper : or from other sources,
Another bill in the Interest of w | favors and for others wholly lmprnperlll\'ru here of the author's letter to'
railroad, which was alro In the public| favors; but he
Iinterest, Axsemblyman Roosevelt agreed | tions with all.” !
to take charge of if he were assured, as | he has good words to say, for Mark  8ame officer,

he was, that no corrupt means of secur-
ing support for it would be invoked.
After some weeks of futile effort on his
part the backers of the blll took it away
from him and entrusted it to a states-
man here miscalled “The Bald Eagle of
Weehawken,” and of course none other
than James W. Husted, “The Bald Eagle
of Westchester." The blll was passed,
It may be inferred, at considerable ex<
pense. It is to his legislative cxperi-
ence, and eapecially to his expericnce
with one blll, a bill which aimed to pro-
hibit cigarmaking in tenement houses,
which was enacted and declared uncon-
stitutional by the Court of Appeals, that
the autoblographer refers the beginning
of his distrust of the impeccability of
Judiclal decizlon=, There are rome good
legislative  storles, aumong others of
Tim  Campbell, whose  identity in
rather usclessly shrouded. It scems that
It was to the young Assemblyman that
Tim made hie classical declaration “I'd
never allow the Constitution to come
between friends.” His interlocutor nat-
urally gave it to Mr. Bryce, who em-
balmed it in the “American Common-
wealth.”

That a youngster who had made o
successful an entry into politics should
thercupon, Instead of following up his
success, huve gone to cattle ranching in
Dakota at least “attesns the variety of his
Inclinations™, 1883 is far cnough away
to have caused to disappear in the inter-
val the Far West of Owen Wister's
stories and Fred Remington's pictures
Anfll Throdore Roosevelt's early experi-
ences, There is no better writing and
no better reading in the volume than the
chapter devoted to that extinct social
state. The account of the life of the
cattlemen and the cowboys = entirely
convincing and gives the reader an in-
sight into that life a8 vivid as that of
the novelist or of the painter. There
are excellent tales, Une of them is of
the cowboy who lunched at the White
House with the British Ambas=ador and
whom his host warned in advance that
it he should shoot at the feet of the
British Ambassador to make him dance,
as he had been known to do at those of
terrified tenderfeet in former daye, he
might bring on international complica-
tions, whereto the ex-cowboy with
unguish and horror at 8o unjust a sus-
picion, *Why, Colonel, 1 shouldn't think
of it, 1 shouldn't think of it."

The cowboys of the Rough Riders,
ax everybody knows, have ever since
idolized thelr Lieutenant-Colone!l, looked
upon him as a father and taken Alial
liberties with him which were some-
times tryving, a® when one comrade
wrote him: “Dear Colonel: 1 write you
because 1 am in trouble, 1 have shot a
lady In the eve. But, Colonel, 1 was not
shooting at the lady. 1 was shooting at
my wife.” It was only long afterward
that the Colonel learned from uanother

source that the unfortunate lady was
the wild shooter's sister-In-law. Buck
Taylor of Texas wax one of the

Rough Riders who seized every oppor.
tunity to promote the political fortun s
of his old commanuer, and on one
casion made the following speech when
he was in his old commander's company
on 4 stumping tour: My fellow citi-
zens, vote for my Colonel!  Vote for my
Colonel, and he will lead you, as he led
ug, like sheep to the slaughter.” In
1800 Col. Roosevell was stumping thoe
Rocky Mountain States as a candidate
for Viee-President and expected much
interruption and flerce opposition, inas-
much as he was in a silver country
which had gone enthusiastically for
iryan four vears before, At one rough
mining town he was astonished to fing
his audience closely attentive but abso-
lutely silent,  After the meeting he
was congratulating himself on his suc-
coss gs A spellblnder in holding his au-
dience when his interlocutor explained,
‘Seth sent around word that he'd kil
any son of a gnn that peeped,”
1v.

There was o political eplsode in 1885
or 1886 that the autoblographer passes
over with a mere mention, though he
undoubtedly got his fun outr of it at the
time, This was his nomination as the
Republican candidate for Mayor of New
York In 1888, He had no chance ex-
tepl possibly In his own mind and cer-
tainly in the minds ot some enthusiastic
partisans who had partlal contral of
some Republican newspapers, His next
public appearance which he now thinks
worth notice after his term in the As-
sembly was his appolntment In 1889 o
be a Civil Service Commissioner at
Washington, It was an excellent ap-
pointment for the good of the cause
which he has always had much at heart
and to which he has always been as true
a8 the frallty of human nature will ad-
mit, It was particularly good for the
reason that the spoilsmen like Roscos
Conkling used to have great fun with
the reformers as mollycoddies, Mr,
Roosevelt admits that there was some
color of justification for the fun. *“In
New York, Bostop and Philadelphia
there really was a certaln mental and
moral thinness among very many of the
leaders In the civil serviee reform move-
ment." But nobody ever put him
among the mollycoddles. Moreover, he
never pressed the principle of appoint-
ment by competitive examination fur-
ther than it would fairly go, and he is
altogether opposed, as he explainsg here,
to promotion by that method, Once in
a man must be judged by his work. Of
course if his wuperiors do not care for
efficiency In their own departments, as
Is just now so fagrantly the case with
the Department of Btale, there Is no
possible way of getting good service in
the subordinate places so long as the
indifferent head of a department keeps
his place at the top. Moreover, Mr,
Roosevelt was himself even then and
much more conspicuously has been
since a practical politician keenly alive
to the exigencles of practical politics.

At a dinner of the Civil Bervice Asso-
clation, given perhaps when he was Gov-
ernor of New York, Wayne MacVeagh
convulsed the convives by pointing him
out as the concrete example of a suc-
ceasful civil service reformer “who
never let go of an oMce until he had got
hold of a better one.” As a practical
politiclan he has his sympathy with
the bosses, and In these pages he ex-
plains clearly enough how such an In-
stitution s Tammany Hall came about,
*There i often much good In the type of
boss, especially common in big clties,
who fulfils toward the people of his dis-
trict in rough and ready fashion the
porltion of friend and protector. He
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uses his Influence to get jola for young '

men who need them. He goes into
court for a wild young fellow who has
gotten into trouble,  He helps out with
cash or credit the widow who is in
straite or the breadwinner who s crip-

preserves human rela-
For the big hosses also

Hanna and even for M. 8. Quay. And of
Quay, who had some Indian blood in
him, he tells a touching story how on
his deathbed he asked and received from
Mr. Roosevelt, the President that then
wag, a promise to look after the Interest
of the Delaware Indians, whose cauwe
he had himself champloned but had no-
body to suceeed him in the champlon-
ship. All there thinge were so many
guarantecs that as Civil Service Com-
missioner Mr., Roosevelt would not ride
hie hobby too hard. Nevertheless he
rode it to some purpose. Delight of
battle has always been his chief joy, as
combativeness his chlef characteristic,
and his political failures, it will be com-
monly agreed, have come for the most
part from perfectly unnecessary hunt-
ing for trouble. The delight of battle
comes back to him after all these vears
when he recalls how he showed up and
confuted Grosvenor of Ohlo and Qor-
man of Marviand when they made in-
discreet attacks on the operations of the
Civil Bervice Commission in his time.

‘7-
The appointment by  Mayor Strong
to a Commiasionership of PFolice in

18056 immediately ensucd upon the ter-
mination of his service as a Civil Ser-
Vice Commissloner, Here there was
scope enough for pugnacity, and per-
haps the chief abatement to be made
fromn his complete suceess in this office
war what seemed the vindictive and
ferocious spirit with which he enforced
the Sunday laws, which he here ad-
mitsx were not sustained by the general
opinion of the community concerned.
Of course so far as the rigid and ruth-
less  enforcement of these laws was
necessary to break up the alliance be-
tween the police and the lawbreakers
It was entirely  justified.  That that
allance was broken ap, at least for the
time, and so far as regards these laws,
there is no question. But it can hardiy
e claimed that the enforcement of the
Sunday laws did not go beyond that.
But even a more important public ser-
viece than stopping the blackmailing of
saloon keepers was the administration of
the force on whut may be called eivil
scrvice reform principles, which s to
sy, appointment for probable merit,
promotion for proved merit.  Commis-
sioner Roosevelt actually did effect the
elimination of “pull” and much more
of pay as a means of preferment in his
department. That was a service of the
grentest value, and it has been so
fruitful that It =eems the department
has never relapsed under subsequent
Commisgioners to a condition quite so

bid ax that in which it was before,
Thix achicvement made Jnany New
Yorkers averse 1o having the offielal

who performed it removed, even of his
own motion, to what seemed to them
the less important duties of the As-
sistunt Secretary of the Navy., One of
these gave unexpected expression  to
the general sentimen., This was E 1.
Godkin, with whora Mr. Reosevelt had
had several turnups in his time, and
who in Mr. Roosevelt's present esti.
mate in international matters was not
i patriotic man,” but who wrote him:
“I have a concern, as the Quakers
8ay, to put on record my earnest be
lief that in New York von are dolng
the greatest work of which any Ameri-
can to-day ix capable, and exhibiting
to the yvoung men of the country the
gpectacle of a very important office
administercd by o man of high char-
acter (n the most efMicient way amid
4 thousand difficulties. As g lesson in
politics T cannot  think of anvthing
more instructive "

ALK

It did net appea: Mr. Roosevelt
when he took offfce as Assistant Seore-
tary of the Navy anv more thap
most  other  American  citlzene  that
there was any imminent probability of
war with Spain over Cuba, It was to
L nearly a vear before the destrie-
tion of the Maine assored war,  BHut
he was mueh more alive than most
other American citizens to the value
of  preparcdness, Administrators  in
Washington, Sceretaries of War and the
Navy, had, as a disgusted army otficer
put it, “in time of peace prepared for
more peace” and made all manner of
economies  in things that  were nod
needed in time of peace. but the lack
of which would be most dangerous in
time of war. The brains of the coun-
try had gone into business. and the
autobiographer  makes  characteristi
comments upon the result. “These men
were not weak men, but they permitted
themselves to grow  shortsighted and
selfish; and while many of them down
at the bottom possessed the fundamental
virtues, including the fghting virtues
others were purely  of the glorifled
huckster or gloritled pawnbroker 1y e
which when devé@loped to the exclusion
of everything else makes about as poor

T

A national type as the worlid has seen,
This unadulterated huckster or pawn-
broker type is rarely keenly sympa

thetle in matters of =ocia! and industriy
Justice, and i usually physically timid
and likes to cover an unworthy fear
of the most just war under high sound-
ing names.” This is o prose amplifica-
tion of Tennyson's “Maud,” of which
Cushman K, Davis, one of the few
Benators In sympathy with Mr. Rooses
velt's notlons about the navy, wrote to
him, "I often read it, for to do so does
me good."

It was not many months before war
with Spain was seen to be Inevitable,
and then doubtless it was lucky for
the country that the forceful Assistant
Secretary, with his impulse to cut
Gordian knots of red tape, was where
he was, It was this same willingness
to cut red tape that recommended
Dewey to Roosevell as a good man (o
have a squadron., Dewey had ordered
coal on his own responsibility down in
Bouth America, In anticipation of a
movement which did not take place,
but for which the coal would have been
imperatively needed, but he had to
order it on his own responsibility and
at his own risk. Mr. Roosevelt tells
in his autoblography, very much as
the Admiral has already told it in his,
how the Assistant Becretary instigated
the Commodore that was then to bring
to bear the Senatorial “pull” which he
possessed in the support of Senator
Proctor to offset the departmental pull
which was exerted in behalf of the ap-
pointment of another oMcer to the
Aslatic squadron,

Tt was guite out of the question that
when war had actually begun the As-
sistant Secretary would content himself
with directing It from a desk in Wash-
Ington instead of being In the thick of it.
He tells us that he had long before de-
termined that, if a great war occurred In
his time, he would rather have to explain
to his children why he took part {n it than
why he didn’t,  The “Rough Riders” was
the resuit of his bellicose impulse.

Nearly all that any one needs to know
about the exploits of that regiment
everybody knows, either from the vol-
ume which Mr, Dooley suggested ought
to have been entitled “Alone In Cuba”
The account

I(Ianorni Shafter, which was followed
by the famous “round robin” to the,
has perhaps some points
'of novelty. Everybody in the army
! wished the American authorities and
the American public to know the sani-
tary condition of the army in Cuba, but !
nobody wished to take the chances of |
a court«martial for Insubordination by |
publishing it. The Colonel of the Rough
Riders, as a volunteer for whom mill-
tary disclpline had few terrors, was
chosen to bell the cat, which he did
In a letter to General Shafter, which!
that officer declined to recelve but!
shoved over to the representative of
the Associated Preas, whose presence
had been thoughtfully arranged. Bec- !
retary Alger, imagining the author of|
the Roosevelt letter to have been re-
sponsible for its publication, took orca-
sion sharply to reprimand him on a
side issue invented for the purpose, hut
afterward apologized in what his cor-
respondent calls a manly letter.

Vil

The Governorship of New York grew
naturally and inevitably out of the
colonelcy of the Rough Riders. There
was no other such “war record” in the
State. Perhaps the most instructive and
certainly the most amusing of the dis-
closures here made concerning the
Governorship is the recital of the re-
lations between the Governor and the
Boss. The Governor did all that he

could, short of a sacrifice of principle
or of large questions of public policy,
Lo conciliate Boss Platt and o manage
his susceptibilities. In most matters he
was successful, The nearest approach
to an open rupture was on the question
of the appointment of a Superintendent
of Insurance. Platt insisted on the re-
tention of the actual incumbent, and
had of course power to prevent the con-
firmation of his successor, But the
actual incumbent, a creature of Platt's,
did not command the confidence of the
public nor of the insurance companies,
though the officers of these latter did
not venture to oppose him openly on
account of their fear that he would
hold on in spite of them and look for
chances of revenge upon them. In
fact, he extracted from them public cer-
tificates of good charucter and efficiency,
even while they were confidentially re-
monstrating with the Governor against
his retention. There had already been
A turnup between the Governor and
the Boss over the appointment of a
Superintendent of Public Works, in
which the Governor had won, But on
the question of the Buperintendent of
Insurance the Hoss issued an ultima-
tum that the incumbent must be re-
tained. The Governor issued a counter

ultimatum that he must be removed.
The confldentiai agent of the Boss
undertook to open the deadlock by

pleading with the Governor that his
political future would be destroyed if
he did not yield. I could only repeat
what | had already #aid, and after half
an hour of futile argument 1 rose and
said that nothing was to be gained Ly
further talk and that | might us well
&0, My visitor repeated that | had this
last chanece and that ruin was ahead of
me if 1 refused it; whereas if 1 ac-
cepted everything would be made casy.
I shook my head and answered, ‘There
is nothing to ndd to what | have already
sald' He responded, ‘You have made
up your mind?' and 1 said, ‘I have.," He
then said, 'You know it means your
ruin,’ and T answered, ‘Well, we will
s#ee about that'! and walked toward the
door. He said, 'You know the fight will
begin to-morrow and will be carried on
ta the bitter end? 1 saud, *Yes,” and he
added, as 1 reached the door., 'Gowd
night' Then, as the door opened, my
opponent, or visftor, whichever one
chooses to call him, whose face was as

‘Hold on! We accept, Send in So-and-
So' (the man | had named), "The Sena-
tor is very sorry, but he will make no
further opposition." I never saw a hiofr
carried more regolutely through to the
final limit.” No wonder that the Boss
should have desiderated, as he expressed
it at the time, “a Governor that would
stand  without hitehing.” and should
have done his best to "Kick up stairs"
Into the Viee-Presidency this refractory
and uncomfortable man. The story of
that intrigue and of its guccess is also
told here, as entertainingly as authen-
tically.,
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The story of the Presidency, of the
wo Presidencies, s fresh and
‘amiliar that it might seem that there
was nothing tw be added o it. But
thit story mains new interest when it
the ¢hiel actor who undertakes to
deserile how  he played his part and
what assistance and what hindrances
hee had, It was the character of his
wsistants and agents  whiehh  almuost
most of all interested President Roose-
velt, and perhaps the chief public ser-
viee  he rendered  may  hereaften L
found to his  Insistence upon the
principles of a real civil service reform
in the public service, lamentable as the
lapses hoave been sinee. He (8 justitied
in the pride with which he gquotea from
Mr. Bryce, with Mr. Hryce's permis-
sfon: At the end of my Administra-
tion the Hritish Ambassador told me
that in a long life, during which he had
studied intimately the government of
many different countries, he had never
in any country seen a  more  eager,
high minded and efficient set of public
servants, men more useful and more
creditable to their country, than the
men then doing the work of the Ameri-
can Government, in Washington and
In the field” And with equal pride he
quotes @ more elaborated tribute to
the same effect from the Fortuightly
Review: “Mr, Roosevell has gathered
around him a body of public servants

Y] iy
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who are nowhere surpassed, | ques-
tion  whether they are anywhere
equalled, for efficiency, self-sacrifice

and an absolute devotion to their
country’s interests.” Of the diplomatic
service, with the development of which
Mr. Hay and Mr. Root had so much
to do, the ex-President says: "The
most useful man in the entire diplo-
matie service during my Presidency
and for many years hefore was Henry
White, and I say this having In mind
the high quality of work done by such
admirable Ambassadors and Ministers
as Bacon, Meyer, Btrauns, O'Brien, Rock-
hill and Egan, to name only a few
among many. When [ left the Presi-
dency White was Ambasasador to Krance;
shortly afterward he was removed by
Mr. Taft for reasons unconnected with
the good of the service.” It Is needleas
to say that all the others named or In
the same connection namable are out
Hnow,

There are some disclosures concerning
conspleuous events, consule Theodoro,
which will be new to most readers. One
18 that, if the Arbitration Commission la
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the anthracite strike had failed, he had
arranged to have Gen. Schofleld oper-

ate the mines and get out a supply of

coal as a military receiver. Luckily the
commission, of which he had put Grover

Pine Bank there I= no tyranny of the to Europe, where he met and mariicd

kitchen. Beans and bacon and pota-

toes take the place of the culinary de- young woman with a wide knowlodee
vices of effete urban civilization, with a and enthuslastic appreciation
fish out of the lake, berries and nuts During two

Miss Barah Cushing of New Yok, o

ot [ R

Ay,

rears of travel 1ha

Cleveland at the head after recelving a | from the woods or a mess of mush.[time Mr. Ffoulke made the acquain

aympathetic letter from him on the sub-

i Ject, obviated the necessity of trying|consider the Indlan, how

this novel experiment,

In the course of an elaborate and em-
phatic vindication of the action of his
administration in relation to the Pana-
ma Canal Mr. Roosevelt gives us an-
other piece of news. While insisting
that “no one connected with the Ameri-
can Government had any part in pre-
paring, inciting or encouraging the
revolution"” on the isthmus, he had
made his preparations for the contin-
gency that the Panamanians would re-
main quiet after the rejection of the
canal treaty by the Colombian Legis-
lature. In that case he was prepared
to recommend to Congress that we
should take possession of the isthmus
and dig the canal, and In an appendix
he gives the draft of a message that he
actually wrote for service in that con-
tingency, Of the actual course of the
Administration he characteriatically oh-
serves that “eriticism of it can come
only from misinformation or else from
n sentimentality which represents both
mental weakness and a moral twist,”
The volume raises many interesting
questions, Rut no question can arise
about ite legibility,

A Philosophizer of the Hirch and
the Cypress.

The nice shadings of eritical estima-
tion do not apply to “nature hooks."
They are either good or bad, and the
difference s that between writlng about
nature and writing nature. It s a
power of verbal reproduction, the prod-
uct of intimate and trained obrervation
and honest report without labored in-
terpretation that gives distinetion to
BraNTON Davis KirkuHaMm's North and
South (Putram); an empty title for a
full book, bearing no hint whatever at
the nature of the contents, In addition
to lte prime purpose of exhibiting the
outdoor world of the two territorial di-
vislons denoted it is the sort of bhook
that younger Americans need in this era
of city and industrial life; corrective of
too exclusively social perspectives,  The
author writes of the woods and waters,
the flelde and the hills, the birds and
flowers and In=ects of the lake country
of western New York and the pine lands
and swamps of South Caroling. He is
seldom sentimental, never affected, die
dactic or dully descriptive; sometimes
facetiously paradoxical, frequently epl-
grammatical, and blessed with a sense
of humor. The illustrations from his
aWn camera are pleasing, except one or
two in which a horse or a man is posed

In a view that ought not to lLe so
cluttered.

Keats once lamented the departed
awfuiness of the rainbow: “We know

her woof, her texture; she i given in the
Aull catalogue of common things.” Per-
haps the poet was speaking in mere
professional capacity when he added:
“Philosophy will ¢lip an angel's wings."
But the sclentiet has not slain heauty
nor does knowledge breed contempt for
the wonders of nature. Mr, Kirkham
strikes a nlce balance between the ex-
treme attitudes of the mystic and the
man of science. “The eges of the grayv
crowned Leucosticte have been found at

last. We know how the grouse drums
and the bittern booms  Thare are no
mysteries left.”  But after the disci-

pline of botany and gesalogy. the formal
study of natural history, there pens
before the live imagination the endless
and Infinitely varieguted provinee of
synthesis of these disjecta membra of
fact into a universal harmony: not a
poetic abstraction, but an ennobling per-
ception, in degree however limited, of
natural entity that helps the ambitious
Inquirer to a salutary readjustment of
the placing of his little ego in the gen-
eral scheme

Nature doesn't change

the discovery

impassive and as inscrutable as that of 1= announced, however man does ip-
Mr. John Hamlin in @ poker game, sald | pheus Lives: the wood gods have not
.

‘suffered in the lapse of ages” but folks
have grown dull and pros Bt when
the mind of man changes the wooid rods
die, because they dwelled in the mind of
man and not in the woods<. “In ancient
times"—how  etilted o cireumlocution
for the good old dayvs - “human belngs
were transformed jnto trees, but in this
day not a few have been turned into
lumber and nalls”” A metamorpliosis of
thaumaturgy at least more nseful than
the ¢nidian precarsor. The author woulid
rather be “a tree singing in the wind”
than a rallroad tie ground and battered
by passage of the vehicles of “a noisy
and blatant progress'” The haleyon
fortnight of the solstice of this winter
o the rallroad man's discontent may
seem to have no place under the pros-
ent dispengation of New Freedom, hut
the singing tree may yet see service (n
the roadbed, and the humble tie may
have locked up In its tough heart 1N -
orles of syivan-aolian melods Nowi-
days, incontestabily, maost prople  ses
more of lumber than of timber
Mr. Kirkman indulges in sons

play with the flowers, birds and
a8 national or scetional symbols,  The
violet a nationnl flower, not more
assoclated with New York or New lng-
lund than with California or the Caro-

pretey
Irevs

I8

Hnas, The hymn of the hermit thrush
i @ national hyvmn; the song of the
robin an American Iyrie. The whit

pine, the hemlock and the bhireh “em-
hody the Northern spirit,” and the long
leaf pine, the eypress and the gum per-
form similar service for the South, This
Is by way of leading up to the idea of
a, regional sense, association of sights
and sounds with territorial significance,
The ringing call of the Caroling wren
evokes a subtle consciousness of the
perfume of jasper; the eerle song of the
upland plover stimulates imagination of
witer lilies and lapping waves in the
sun,

Differentiating his North and South,
the author leans heavily on the glacial

age; “Northern topography owes its
most characteristic features to glaelal
action, which was wholly lacking in

the South.” Moraines, drumlins, bould-
ers, glaciated ledges, pot holes, glacial
lakes and meadows and the drift, these
determining factors in the physical face
of the North are all records of the uge
of ice rivers. The beauties of western
New York scenery have n hard base and
are picturesque, "Bhe Southern land-
scape is soft, melancholy. Here streams
dash and foam down rocky hillsides;
thera they march, deep and  dark,
through solemnly shaded flatlands. “An
Eastern brook I8 a winsome thing, a
aplrit of gladness, dancing and spark-
ling, full of laughter and glee, A South-
ern branch in the coastal plain is a sub-
dued personality.” Here at the top of
the map nature’s moods are more
changeable, more evanescent than they
are at the South,

We should not have cared to
these chapters on camp life at Pine
Bank on lLake Canandaigua in the
summer days; their lure woull have
made life in town utterly Irksome, Now
they can be read with something like
the detachment of academic Interest
and are pleasing but not painful, At

read

rooms from the field for variety. But

and comprehensively he tapped

ingeniously |ters; :
the 8Vatematic study of the fine arts, u vou

of the schools and
and ten years

ance of the mas

later, wlicr .

| storehouse that for modern man has no Years residence abrond and an v

larder value. He ground acorns, ex-
tracted the tannin by filtering water

through the meal, and made nutritions Fecognized mastery of the subjec

y porridge or cakes. Chestnuts and hlr'k-|

ory nuts were similarly useful and
from butternuts and walnuts he got
oll,
pulpit, spatter dock and the wild yel-

'mudu.-
Arrowhead, bulrush, jack in thelin"""" one of the most notable priva

ing passion for tnls branch of sy gave
him the opportunity both to atian 11
Whiol
was his and to begin to acquore 1,
woven treasures  which  afterwir|
his splendid collectlon at Washie,
in the world. In

museums 1880 h

v T y y
low llly fed him with their tuherulla':::"l";l|:1“ "!"‘:‘.f"‘l"ﬁ ."lt'""'"r'"“ L
roots, which he knew how to disburden ":" e "“' hl ol Tl “I.. i)
of too acrid a quality. Seeds of the f:‘:ﬂﬁ: a-':-’::u‘:rl\f'lw‘ "‘%I;‘_ l!'::rtl|11|.ul I:lu:: i
wild sunflower he comminuted and 00sco  Harberinl, CORtRININE such T, s |
made into dough. Wild rice was a 3 g ) N
mous examples as the eight or 1he
staple. In starvation time stewed bnr:cl "i%d6 ARd Ahean' setles, Wovet i
gl iy of Sustymance, and Mt x Wauters in the Barberini palao 0
times of “tea.” The list of weeds he used Rome under the patronage of the 'y
as greens is extensive and to us aj, o B il : skt
h nal  Francesco; five of the (wiol
curiority: adder's tongue, bellwort, bur- | |, S i : ) ,
‘ K | “Months of Lucas,” of illustrious 1o
dock, chickweed, clover, dandelion, d""k'-m'lnn fVoin ihe Brussels Workshon
ferne, cattall, lamb's quarters, Spanish Willem de Pannemaker: the “Nenus sl
Iettuce, marsh marigold, deergrass, Fncas” Sl . . y .
Aincan” series from the Medior fa
cress, mustard, nettle, cow parsnip, pig- ¥ [In (e soventoohth. eentidey: 1)
weed, plantain, pokeweed, evening prim- ’T‘i“ ) ”1’“ MiuiIbN. “IUBIEN Sha Hols
roge, purslane and vetch—a aurnrlninu]"rm‘“. worlen: this ",'“ a® the Sleist
eatalogue, Mr. Lo was an ingenjous | iks VHinilds s ACHIAEY rerib
if not epicurean eater: “Alas, If the |Quatre e LTS, e
. § probably early Gobelins, and the 1.0
race, while improving its mind, could of Christ” series already spoken of |
:l-'llu""'m.c retained the aboriginal stom- \ now adorning the Cathedral of Mt fohn
; . the Divine, with its striking talloas
LIVIBE SuUtdocts (8 & POVNRL SUMUIRAL and beautifully emblazoned horders,
1o 4 mild mental activity, a gentle phi- The Barberini tapestries, tmpoiia
losophy. 1t develops, fu)r”t‘xnmnlr. 8| .5 they arve, formed only the nuclous of |
xort of “tree consclousness” that allies Mr. Froulke's acquisitions. e boueh
man to the trees as his soclal con-| oo LN T e g what Be woanied
sciousness unitce him to his fellow oog wau ahle to acquire.  The Som e
men. The changing lights in the woods ! collection, the Rospigliosi, the (o
und over the ficlds and the hills and the oo 00 Venice, and Dingbyv Cactl )
water suggest that “nocturnes might be | pyoang, whenee  came  the oo ‘
expressed as well throngh the medivm | v Gepman plece,  “ling 8o |
of light as by means of round”; Whis- and the Queen of Shela W e el
tler's “nocturnes” in paint are suggested. | (o muny other sourees from wineh ha
Mountains in swelling sithouette against | drew.  His colloc bon covered the .
the =ky prompt the reflection that|pange of all that is best arvd oo
“Olyinpus 18 not very high, but it has | presentative,  Flemish, boalun )
towered over all other hilis of the | itoman and Florentine,  and  Prench
earth.” The conifers “ally him with the | Golwline and Avbuss=on: while | I
clemental™: their speech I8 of aboriginat | wonal  predilections,  1ike  the '
things, The hoholink, skyvlark, s=ings: imany other amatears of Gosile o s 1
hix song is “audible sunshine.” Breadth [ goens 1o hiave boen sicongls i G
of spiritual vision comes with  wide | of (he productions of the master worksg
ranging ocular exercige in open spaces: | men of the Low Cotntrics
the Jover of birds wonders what a world In his last vears amid his trea al
without birds would he like: it is un- | ures at Washington this enerectlo on i
imaginable nntil he reflects that “to allector  and  accomplishod  nan -"t
great many thoroughly respectable f deeply  interested  in the ey | K24
peaple thix i a birdless world.”  Helof unportant industrind art scbonl
kindles a fire, and “the odor of fat] America. in order that Wit f
pine burning is a fragrance that con-|might in tune rival France e H’
veys subtie impressions of the South, | mous profit from intelligen: s e
#% sandalwood s redolent of the Orlent " {art  industries e wae prosubin
He vields to the drawing power of the | the Natlonal Society of the 10 \
magnet “silence and encompassing vast.; He had much to do with 1 LETRT
nesg and =olitude.” He watehes the ants [ ing of the capital in accordance w
with such personal ints [est as M. Fabre jthe Parik Commissioner s plan M
has profitably  given the spider; he Ffoulke had long had in conten
learns from the squirrel, the bee, the|tion a definitive work in linois 1
frog, the innumerable host of animate | the history and technigue of Lapestries
minutie of woodland life. He I8 kin to |and it is from the ancompietod mo
Gilbert White and Thoreau, and the|rial he left on this subject ihat
clan I8 famous for the cheer of jt=]|Wife has prepared the descriptiog
company., He shares gencrously with | of what is in fact 4 memorial volame
the citizens of a4 man made waorld his
knowledge of a world unspoiled, Litesalinie,
“North and South” cannot be lodged o B
in the all too numerous category of In two handsome larze octas )
“made” books. It grew as naturally | Hmes. hentucky .uu. A e riea I.“
and with as much justification for | The Torch Press, Cedar Rapids, Tow
its being as the birches and oypresses Jouxy Winsox Towxssesn pres nts !
whose murmurous musings are skil- [¢Vidence that his native State
fully caught to be kept in its pleas- titled 1o recognition in 13
ant pages would  have  made if= i
— - stronger if he had et unfor
been interested in oan equally landat'e
The Floalke Tapestries, undertaking, the compllation of
The rvemarkable pictorial  tapestries | graphical dictionary of Kentucky
of the Liest weavers of the best periods, | These, he informs  us. numbs
brought together between the vears 1884 [ 1.000; but in the volumes ot ng ¢
and 19068 by the late Cpanues Matiesn | offers extracts from  only Do i
Frovtee of Washington, are set forth | Kentucky born and bred i
and deseribed ina monumental volume | lived In the State for o tm
entitled The Ploulke Colleetion of Tap- | who, ontside of the St %
estrics (privately grinted by Frederie | about Kentucky, he oxelids t
Fairfield Sherman, New York), Mr | his introduction he glves g = (4
Sherman's affectionate and competent fehlef works of impotrtance .t
vare has made this folio ook net only literary  periodicals that troey
a model of typographical form but alsa ] 1ife on Kentucky sof W
an unsurpassed exhibit of illustrative [1s a gevios of ograplaeal s
process, hith  polyvehrome  and  monae- ranged In chronalogioa! ler
chrome. It is in every way worthy of the |uf authors from John Filson M o«
importance of the subject, ‘To imagine | Marlon Foster Gilmore, o
# more beantiful setting for such a short extracts from their w
work 18 not an easy thing cludes the names of Kenty
There 1= interest for the general in other spheres of )i "
reader 'i||.1|!v- gtory of Mr. Floulke's Clay. e R Bt g =
iife and of the appreciation and expert § vgece Peof. Shater and Al ‘
knowiedge that made him finally one e RN R S g {
of the world's greatest connojsseurs 0Bliva eveator, Ko Couime. 1h 4
well as one ’.'r ”.". ):l"l.l'll'a'lnl‘nllpuh.r-_q Yat KaROIoky Bk fneaeide t
m this special li-:‘ll of art, ll?lh‘ s?ur_\- rorpectable wWritors, partleuts . ’
i# told in graceful fashion by his friend : s
Mr. Glenn Brown, the architect A |8R  times Theadore  ('Ha
i 3 R AL 3 . S lLane Allen, Jdohn Fox ) \
comprehensive  review  of the history | 5 S 5
of artistic tapestry  of the Flemisn, |4 "W '“Ah “.'u.“' g
French and Ttallan schools is conteib. | 070 and Irvin 8 Cobil inon
uted by M. Ernest Verlant, the Divec- an anthology which =
tor-General of Fine Arts under the | P08t that they and 8 s of ¢
Belglan  Government The remainder if of lesser note, have d )
of the volume I8 devoted to about ope [ *7ONEeCT testim My 40 Ine '
hnndred and eighty of the capital piecos | STy capacity than the fary 1
included tn the original collection, many | *F deservedly forgoiten
of  wl 1 have now  passed  into the [ Would not depreciate gl
possession of other amatours of textle ] WY I compiling the ol
art, as Mrs, K. IL Harviman, Mre, Laez | collecting S Iinteresting
Anderson, Mrs, John Lowell Gardner of | aterinds Tt b= the gua
Boston, Mrs. H. Mek. Twombly and [ few. however, and oot n
others Notable nmong  those  which §must estabhish Ientuycky
have parted company with the buik of Of all the younger A -
Pehe collection are the serles of twelyve | the late Winnase Vai M
tapestries illustrating the lite of Chpist | the greatest promise of Lo
mide from cartoons by Bomaneilt for ] poet Gl he was divorted o
the throne room of the Barbering palace | by wreiting a successful p 3
in Home,  These were acquired in 1891 § the singular fate of 1he
from Mr. Ffoulke by Mrs, Elizabeth U | of voung fellows, whio wers o
Coles and by her presented to the Ca. porarics ot Flaryvard and w
thedral of S, Jdohn the Divine in this| verse, in dyving very ul
vity, Two years ago they were hung rather haphazard ool
around the chaneel just above the high | triend Daniel Gregory M ‘
altar in the completed  cholr, Thelin 8ame lLetters of William | 1h 3
twelfth of the series {s the curious and Moody (Hougaton Mim Canig
nearly unique tapestry map or birds- | but the intimate leiters all |
eve view of the Haolyv Land. quality and all show what o
The man who made, gathered and and lovable tellow the wri W
brought to Ame 1 for the satisfaction would be an improvement to g |
of his own love of textile art this ac-lgormal portrait facing poge 1 $
vimulation of masterpieces was born frontispiece, or better pery haps !
i Quakertown, P somewhat  more photograph, showing what a har .
than  seventy  yvears ago His an- bty he was, lastesd. ot the I
HOmLOrE r””"..ll part of the early set- photograph  of the oo lege
tement of Friends in that region, e J
i 4 that has been selected
was educated i the Friends schools i M
I Quakertown and Philadelphia, and quaint Bt of blographical 1
"“..r“‘“rd‘ l"‘.lnm in the former of that the lntest addition to T (! ¢
llhl-lw institutions.  Abouat the time the PR e e e R
I”Hl ‘“-'”l 1"..“‘?” oul amd the “f"""' of u.n-lln i, Ill..l'llllll\r‘, the Mer
his falth prevented him, to his great s Bowt A e
personal regret, from enlisting in thel . ress, Hoston), wi w vl
Unlon army he went into the wool|™® @ translation of Auwrici D
business; and for ten years or more, an | Breords of Jourueys to Ve
a wool buyer on a large scale, he ex.! 70%  Countrics, transla ol
perienced the adventurous and diffieult | Fudolph Tombo of Columt o |
life of a frontlersman travelling to the |WIth an introduction by Rowe
wild West from the Mississippl River artist's letters to Pirkheim
to the Paciflc coust, from ranch to ranch | BINIY - chary  of - deseript
where sheep were raised, There was|thines he saw i Ve
excltement and danger in this pursuit; | ©f his Netherlands trip
for those were the days of the old|amusing, for a good o il
stage  ecoach and the old fashioned | niture slips into the 1 of diatanu
holdup on the road, and the banking travelled and sum=  oopended lm-r
facilities for M. Ffoulke's  extensive [Series i intended for bookloversan
buginess were comprised in the money |EVery eare hus been fabken tonson
belt around his waist, His early ca- [t¥pographical perfection  the pagn s
reer, first as a teacher in a Quaker (delight to the eye.
schonl and then us the autdoor assa- | AR enoeliens anthalog ol
clate of cowboys and ranchmen, s !oredit alile 1o the 8o el bt
‘\\'nl'lh luﬂ\liuuh\u because these ale anthor < inte Rongs ) ilie Soul
not ordinary ineldent= in the evolution  Poableday . Page and Coampansa et
pof mavked wsthetie tastes gl highly , by Jennie Thornley Clavie, w an
speclatized connolsseursliip teadue tion by the dute oed Chanale
! Mr. Ffoulke earned a considerable Harvis anpears, we are clnd 1o ses, In

fertune In wool, and in the '70s uut‘

4 third. revised edition.




