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Py Mnior GEORGE F. WILLTIAMS,

Y father was o Captain in the
Lritish army, my grandfather
hidd same rank
{omous Scote Greys and par-

historic cavalry charge

the

nate n their
:l 1“,- ider Gen. Bir Thomas
otoft. W \ killed in the moment
ol 1 A hoyvhood days  were
od o 1ok oof Gibraltar, where
PRLT i the Island of Malta, in
I I and Burma, at Ber-
¥ i v, oon the Gold Coast
AL I the West Indies,

was almost decimated by
I=ie.nd of Jamualca,
officers and men dylng
i force of 650, T was one
ot but recovered, as did
To save

cldren present.

in the'

Mayor Wood was' an unscrupulous
politician of the old school and his alm
was to create a body of men In visible
authority to control the polls at elec-
tions. He at the same time made the
streets safer at night and human life
was a trifle more secure, bhut only a
trifle, Hereafter I will show how the
downfall of Wood and his bluecoated
thugs came about.

Good compositors were scarce when 1
came to the city, so 1 soon found em-
ployment. The newspapers were THE
SuvN, Herald, Tribune, Times and Zel-
tung as morning issues. The World came
soon after. The Express and Commer-
cial were the evenlng papers. The morn-
ing sheets [ssued a four page cdition a*
2 and 4 A, M, containing two or three
columns of late current news. Each
regular evening paper began the day at

1 o'clock, with all the fresh newa on its
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Serve a Warrant on Mayor Fernando Wood

blow was the first struck misled the
foreman and [ found myself Incontl-
nently dismissed from my case,

Angered by the injustice 1 ran down
sialrs into Nassau street about mid-
night, just as over a thousand volun-
teer filremen and their attendant run-
ners were rushing downtown with
twenty or thirty hand fire engines and
hose carts. Boylike 1 joined the mob,
only to discover that the fire was a
trifilng one near the corner of John
street,

The fact that there was nothing to
do gave lelsure for two rival engine
companles to fight—one of them being
“Blig Bix,"” afterward famous for hay-
Ing Blll Tweed as its foreman—so they
turned their hose streams on each other,
“washing” ag it was called. From water
the combatants next resorted to their
steel hose wrenches, until several pis-
tol shots brought silence upon the wild
scene,

In those days the newspapers relied
upon a little chap named Uepper for

At saloon bars and restaurant or
hotel tables, In street cars and on rail-
road trains, in church vestibulers and
hotel corridors; over the shop counter
and at the bank window, In the machine
shop, amid roar of wheels and shafis;
on the farm and at the crossroads,
where men met on their way to mar-
ket or meeting house; in lawyers'
oifices and the courts of law, in jury
rooms, where men forgot the evidence
they were consldering to  argue on
political Issues; in the family cirele and
on the street, in stock exchanges and
on the curb, at the village blacksmith's
forge and post office; In the barn and
the hay fleld, In the quiet country
store and the tavern, warm argument
was the ruling passion. Yet
imagined that the nation
was In danger of an in-
ternecine war,

Fernando Wood was an
ardent supporter of the
Southern view of the

few

bayonet and driving Wood's policemen
out of the bullding Duryee saw the
warrant duly served. Mayor Wood
then surrendered, and the Beventh pro-
ceeded on Its way to the steamer char-
tered for the excursion, During the
following month nearly every man in
the old force asked for a position in the
Metropolitan ranks, only those who
could prove good character being ac-
cepled,

The morning newspapers were at that
time rigidly confined to eight pages of
the same size as those now used, the
cvening journals being blanket sheets
of four big square pages. The Hoe six,
cight, and finally ten cyclinder revoly-
ing presses had been introduced in the

carly '508 and were believed (o be the
acme jn that direction of mechanices,
Compared with the web  perfecting

presses these cylinder machines would
now be lhmmht only fit for the junk
heap. They had a capacity of 1,000
coples per cyvlinder per hour and con-
gigted of a huge central drum, on which
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forbade throwing away $600 whenever
Bonner chose to so spend the money,
A day came when the Times, SN, Her-
ald and Tribune printed eight page sup-
plements filled with Bonner advertising.
Bl posting was conducted on free
lance principles in the early '60s, though
the “regulars” respected each other's
paper. One day Bonner employed some
outsiders to post 50,000 costly illumi-
nated posters, which were promptly
covered over by the “regulars.” Un-
daunted by this move Bonner adopted
new tactice, Hiring forty or fifty men
he gave them 100,000 one sheet bills,
printed in red ink, and asking: “Have
You Read the New York Ledger?”
Working in the enrly morning hours
these men covered every poster in sight
on hoardings and fences, #0 that at sun-
rigse the entire city, from Central Park
to the Battery, wore a garment of sc ar-
let.  Of course there was a row, and
Bonner had to promise not to repeat
the performance, which he could very
well afford to do. 1t has heen said ”l:l't
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accustomed style. That afternoon Mr.
Raymond called me into hls room, and
pointing to the objectionable editorial
requested me to go over to the Tribune
office, xee Mr. Greeley and politely re-
mind him that he had broken tarough
the bounds of courtesy.

I found the old gentleman almost
buried in a mass of exchanges, some
covering his desk, On hearing my mes-
snge, which 1 had to twice repeat before
he understood, the queer old  fellow
broke out with his customary profanity,

“You go back, yvoung man, and tell
Henry,” sald he, “that he has bheen an
editor long enough to know that there
are damned fools In every newspaper
ottice and this one is full of them. When
I wrote that article 1 intended to treat
Henry very gently, but those damned
compositors  upstairs  put  everything
upside down.”

Mr. Raymond laughed heartily over
Greeley's quaint ingenuity in thas con-
fessing himself as the real offender, bhut
the latter never transgrossed in that
way agaln,

The founder of the Herald was a gluts

ton for news, subordinating to that
feature the editorlal matter. He also
liked advertising, One night the pres-

sure of important npews and paid matter
wis g0 great that Willlam F. Smythe,
the Herald night editor, began throwing
out the Wall Street and market columns

th o0 trom annihilation it was
¥, and the command to the
18l [torbados  for convalescence
in oy ol camp, and finally to Nova
8
\fts dling 4 month under can-
vag W ked on what was known
gc 4 orvefour gun frigate, the Will-
fam I “arcely had the huge ship
passed ¢ of slzht of land when it en-
conntered A terrifie hurricane, which |
v the frigate to near the
oo nee. Though very close to
Englamd tary red tape naturally |
senl us ¢ to Barbades, where we ar- |
piveed L tempestuous voyage of |
giaty-tive duy s, Disembarking, we again |
1 teats for a fortnight wlulle;
he & wox eleaned and refitted. f
P the month of November, 1848, |
the 1 nt arrived at 8t, John, N, B,,
I 1 of Fundy. Destined for
Huoifas + vommand had to march
over! 1 that clty, where all the win-
ter ne awaited us, The children

it 1= called the “commis-
cnlisted lines"” here encoun-

tered r first snowstorm, almost per-
ishne with the cold. The elder boys
marching with the troops to

he baggage wagon tralno.
r furget the suffering of that
i daye tramp, though 1 sub-
many a fatigulng one
civil war., Two years after

Miide

t was transferred to Canada,

1 of my parents dled from the |

effects of sudden and acute change In
elima iving me an orphan at the!

= of the printing trade, un-
cons becoming a rather fast type-
iring 1856 I found myself a
n printer in the city of Buf-
1 July of that year arrived in
New York olty. There were no sleep-

: a newspaper office, I learned

in nmodationa in the tralns of
this livs,  passengers passing the
nis t they could in the uncom-
for coaches as they wcere then
€a

M Pernando Wood was at that
il neowar on the cab drivers,
w! vre fleecing the public in about
the me Wad oas our taxi companies
ha ! ntly ! 1 A mere boy
of 14, with a small t1 and only three
tattered dollars jn my pocket, 1 left the
il River Rallr Eleve
(3 ivenue and Thirtieth strect. not
b vine that each car was hauled by a
oix ! team to the junction of Hud-
[ 04 Chambers streets.  Taklng a |
i wejoy's Hotel, corner of Park |
Row o [leckman street, the driver
det ! #1 from me as his fare. In
m) wa I oappealed to the hotel
rler cne him to pay the man and
tak witeh as security,

i lars?" exclaimed the clerk. |
Y settle that."

( r wolng to the sldewalk we
fou t the cabman had disap-
I fellow Kknowing that he
ris Yeavy fine and loss of license,
LT my money,

1 the hotel windows began
rat < BOvVer
firee d successlon before the Clty
H ng the caouse T was told that

Capt. | ots of Tummany Hall (now
= iding) was firing a salute

of 1 in honor of the landing of
our tod Brates Minlster to England,
Jam: - | wnan, who had recently been
mad nominee of the Democratic
“par 'resident, It was quite a
- col that Mr. Buchanan and 1
shu con town on the same day.
M Wood had been, llke many a |
iy and after him, elected us a |
refur I he hegan his adminlstra-
Jton 1 ng a radical change in the
city organization and regula-
tor ! days of fifty-odd years
ag s Were averse to wearing
ur ttside of the regular army
LRt wildtin no man could be In-
duce 1t wear anything except cltizen's
dr ilea of organizing a police
In uniform made a stir, Up to that

te the cities of the State were policed
by men whoss only distinetion was a
worn on the lapel of a
Lipidated coat, It was a very

arrangement, for when the
wanted a glass of whiskey

& star,

he i+ hi® brazen star Into his
Jrst Iindulge his desire with Im-
b
1 Fernando Wood's advent there
Wit more  than 100 of these
on  duty below Canal
B were commanded by a
t daln, who only saw his men
b went out on post or came In
L Leved, and not always then,
1 York police as organized by
r Mio £ W numbered about 1,200 men.
(i Wo Matsell was chlef, with ten
urp captalnsg and twice as many
o Civil service rules were of
L Linown, appointments being
com v made by the Democratic dis-
tr rs. It was therefore not sur-
:‘ it the rank and file was par-
|

posed of what are now known
Land gangsters,
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first page, the remainder of the shcet|

ral cannon Shots WeTe 4.0 flled with matter “from our sec-

ond and third editlons of yesterday"
This old matter was discarded In suc-
ceeding issues to give space for after-
noon news. But readers were satlstied,

It was considered a hardship among
morning newspaper compositors that
they were compelled to work on the
Sabbath, and conscientious typos fre-
quently avolded it by engaging subsil-
tutes, paying them half a dollar or more
as a bonus. On the Sunday after my

arrival 1 was offered a night's work on
the Timecs with full cascs and a bright
'half dollar in hand. To my 3urprise 1
found that my rate of setting type
ranked about second among the talrty-
five men on the floor. This lel ty m)
being made a “regular” on the first va-
cancy, and T held the stick and rule for
| over a year, wheh a trivial circamstance
| caused a complete change in my sphere
of employment,

Tue SBun was then in its twenty-third
year and occupied the top floor and part
of the first floor of a bullding on the
southwest corner of Fulton and Nassau
streets, The Herald, twenty-one years
old, had absorbed two or three four story
buildings, originally dwellings, at the
northwest corner of the same streets,
These had been, from time to time,
rudely connected with each other, no
two floors being on the same level, The
Tribune, now in its fifteenth year, was
located In a rather dilapidated brick
building standing on the site of its
present towering edifice, The Times,
having struggled for five years, had
only recently moved out of Theatre
alley to the corner where the Beekman-
Nassau Building now stands, and it re-
mained there until it moved In 1857 into
its new edifice on the site of the old
Brick Church,

One of the strictest rules in composing
rooms at that time (and for all 1 know
it may exist now) was that In the event
of & fight the man who struck the first
how was instantly and peremptorily
discharged. A very good rule, but it so
happened that in a dispute my fellow
compositor struck me first, and as 1
had my steel rule In my hand when I
struck back It cut his lip. This fact

and the assertion of bystanders that my

ordinary fires. Now it so happened that | oxisting  situation,

two men were wounded during the pis- |

tol shooting and 1 followed their bear-
ers to the hospital In City Hall Park,
where 1 secured the names of the
wounded firemen and other necessary
details, My being a discharged typo made
no difference to Ned Moore, the Times's
night editor, for he accepted my half
column story of the battle, None of the
other pdapers had a line about the
tragedy—one of the men dying during
the day. A “beat” counted for a good
deal Iin those days, and T never set
type afterward, Mr. Raymond promptly
placing me on the Times editorial staff,
and I became the sixth member of the
happy little brotherhood. The change
from a fast compositor to a cub reporter
made a declded reduction In my income,
but the new life had more charm for me,
a8 against the drudgery of typesetting.

The Presidential campaign of 1856
was an exciting one, The new Repub-
lican party, destlned to hold national
power for over thirty years, had just
sprung into existence, making Gen,
John C. Fremont its nominee, Every-
body was talking about the Missouri
Compromise. The Dred Scott slave de-
cislon and the arrest of fugitive slaves
In geveral free States had Inflamed
men's minds throughout the KEast and
the West., Violent demands made by
the cotton States and memhers of Con-
gress that slavery be extended into
Kansas and other United States Terrl-
tories Inflamed velns of the body poli-
tle, while what was called the “Border
Ruffian War" added fresh fuel to a
fierce though smouldering fire,

For the first time political processions
took on a quasl military character, the
Republicans turning out tolerably well
drilled and partially uniformed bodles
of men. Mr. Buchanan's election was a
foregone conclusion, but the new party
had shown unexpected strength. The
controversy over, the extension of
glavery hecame heated and violent in
both houses of Congress, party tles
were loosened In men's minds and a
feeling of uncertainty relgned. Senator
Charles SBumner was assaulted in the
Chamber by Preston Brooks, and this
coupled with bitter threats by Southern
members on the floors of both houses
of Congress, gave new impetus to the
hostlle feellng throughout the North
and the Bouth. It was a portentous
epoch, and political discussion among
all classes of men was heated and
acrimonious,

Lower Broadway

and he did not
scruple to use his police force to break
up city Republican meetings, 8o arbi-
trary was the Mayor that he roused the
State Legislature, irrespective of patty,
In 1857, to pass the Metropolitan pollee
act, This blll created a force having

authority in New York and Yrookivn,
with nearly all of the territory now
known as QGreater New  York, The

usunl legal devices were resorted to by
Wood in hopes of defeating the act on
grounds of its unconstitutionallty: in-
Junctions were obtalned from conven-
fent Judges and local anarchy scemed
impending.

Finally the court of last resort de-
cided in favor of the bill, when the new
commissioners called upon the Mayor
to surrender authority over his police
force. He deflantly refused, so a war-
rant was issued for his arrvest, which
was placed in the hands of Capts, Car-
penter and DIlks for service, These in-
trepid officers started for the City Hall
with 150 Metropolitans on one hot July
day to serve the warrant, though it
was known that Wood had assembled
over 600 of his uniformed rutlians In
the basement and corridors,

Tn rear of the City Hall there s still
a flight of steep steps, then surrounded
by a high iron spiked fence, with a nar-
row open gate, Having been detalled
to report the proceedings and being de-
nled admittance to the hall because the
Times was Inimical to Wood 1 rather
foollshly sat down on these rear steps
awaiting the outcome, Carpenter and
Dilks boldly ascended the steps, closely
followed by about half thelr straw
hatted force. Then trouble began, for
several hundred men of the old police

rushed out and gave flerce battle. One
of the Metropolitans was fatally
wounded and many badly hurt, During

the melee I received a crack on the
head from a club, and how | got over
that six foot ralling I never knew
News of Mayor Wood's armed resist-
ance was telegraphed to Gov, John A,
King, who took advantage of the pres-
ence of the Seventh Regiment in
Ilroadway, it being on the way to Bos-
ton to join In some celebration. The
commnnd was halted by the Governor's
orde. at Chambers street and Col.
Ab'am Duryee marched his knapsacked
con nanies into the park. Taking pos-
session of all the doors and approaches
to tue City Hall at the polnt of the

were clamped, on a quarter section,
heavy iron frames called turtles because
of their convex type surfaces. KFach
page of tvpe, cleverly bound together,
became wedged into a solid mass, and
when the big drum revolved the forms
were Inked as they encountered impres-
sion ¢vlinders carrying wetted separate
sheets of paper, which fell to a table
underneath,

The first set of forms consisted of the
second, third, sixth and seventh pages,
contalning advertisements, financial and
market reports, with the earlier news,
This side went to press about 11 o'clock,
the second reaching the pressroom at
3 A. M. with the latest intelligence, the
halt printed sheets being handled over
again, When the customary news
columng could not accommodate all the
night's supply of real news the needed
spuce was only obtained—strange as it
may appear to advertising managers of
the present day—by throwing out whole
columns of advertising already paid for,
This cramped condition of press facili-
ties continued until the beginning of the
clvil war, when stercotype plates were
invented, which permitted the Issue of

supplements,
During 1856 Itobert Honner began
pushing the sale of his New York

Ledger by filling columns and pages
of the dally papers with small four line
reiterated announcements saying that
Sylvanus Cobb or Fanny Fern wrote for
the Ledger, Henry J, Raymond was
fond of printing in the Times a special
original article by some well known au-
thor, but Le never complalned when his
night editor omitted these articles to
avoid throwing aside pald advertise.
ments,

One morning an entire page was
taken up by Bonner's repeated adver-
tisements, when the founder of the
Times rose in wrath and 1n a flerce edi-
torial announced that while the Times
had no objection to aiding the Ledger's
circulation there was a limit to pa-
tience, so Mr. Bonner could in future,
and at double rates, have only three
columns per day for his benefit, Bon-
ner of course took advantage of this
free advertising by Alling his three col-
umns in the next day's Times with a
small advertisement headed “No You
Don't, Mr. Raymond,” in which the edi-
tor was told that the Ledger would
never desert him.,

Raymond was naturally furious over
this ridicule, but his business Instincts

| this incident originated the slang phrase

of painting the town red.

While on the subject of advertising it
is well to remember that when Hill, the
theatrical manager, went to Boston with
Denman Thompson he filled an entire
page of every newspaper in the Hub
with a big type announcement of the
play. Mr. Thompson happened to he a
personal friend of the leading Doston
pastor, who asked the actor if he
had any share in the pecuniary profits
of the piece,

“Of course T have,” was the reply.

“Then why do you ollow your man-
ager to waste money on whole news-
paper pages when one-tenth of the
space would do as well?”

The actor took the same view and
suggested that 1Hill be less extravagant,

“SBay, Thompson,"” thundered Hill, “do
you imagine your friend the dominie
would have even noticed our play if we
had not put in a handbill instead of the
usual ten line *ad'? Why, man, that
big ‘ad' is a surety for full houses dur-
ing the whole engagement,”

Thompson did “see” and never again
interfered.

Newspaper comment was often very
bitter in those days, the editorship being
of a decidedly personal character,
Herald was known as “"The Satanic
Press,” Greeley edited the Tribune as
“The Whitecoated Phllosopher”  and
Raymond had earned the nickname of
“The Little Villain." Such phrases as
“our esteemed contemporary” had not
yvet been  invented. Whenever the
Times, Herald and Tribune assailed
each other, and they were always at it,
the flercest invective dropped from the
pens of the editorial rivals, Readers
seemed to enjoy these phillpples, and it
became the custom to ask “Have you
seen what Raymond or Bennett  or
Greeley says to-day?"

Henry J. Raymond was a very mlild,
equable tempered man, though he could
often use vigorous, vituperative lan-
guage on paper., He never scolded |
while finding fault, speaking apparently
more in sorrow than In anger, his re-
proof having all the more effect. As
the years rolled on all of these famous
editors happened to meet at the funeral
of a distinguished cltizen, the melan-
choly occaslon leading to peace among
them,

The |

| reallzing that it was Mr,

and finally every editorlal, “Doug" Les
vien, one of the editorial writers, londly
complained at the sacrifice,  Mr, Ben-
nett's reply was:

“It's a very gude
ye necdn't complain,
ye notice the advartisements?”

Harcastie in mood and temper, Mr.
Bennett possessed o Kkeen ol
humor, He had a horror of typographi-
cal errors and invariably complalned to
his foreman, frequently demanding the
dismissal of the offender.  In such cases
the foreman often protected a valuable
man by aseerting that the error had
been committed by a “sub” compositor
who held no regular situation, the ex-
planation being accepted in silence,

One afternoon the old  gentleman
climbed upstairs to the composing room
to examine some mechanical improves
ment,  He was met on the way by a8
voung man who dodged to and fra
until he was told to stand still,  Hurry-
ing past the editor went on, then
stopped and demanded:

“And who are ye?"

“Oh, I'm nobody, just a sub”

“Fh, mon, let us hae a look at ye, 1
never saw a sub hefore"

The Assoclated Press was at that
time in its Infancy, Mr. Raymond and
Frederiec  Hudson having  frequent
cause for exchanging notes concerning
it. Sent one day with one of these
notes I met on the Herald stairs, which
were dark and unlighted, an old gen-
tleman who seemed to be in a hurry,
As we stumbled together he shonted:

“And where are ve polng? Canna
ye let a body pass?”

“All right.,” was my reply.
owned this office 1'd have
lHghted and the steps mended,”

“Fh, but that's weel thocht of,”
he, and disappeared,

The following Saturday T went again
to the Heradd building to meet ane of
the reporters for a fishing excursion on
the Harlem River, then famous for such
sport.  As 1 nnhu-d the city room 1|
saw the sume old gentleman coming
from Mr. Hudson's sanctum,

*I2h, young mon, we hae had the
gawse put in and the stairs mended,
Dinna ye mind that?" sald he, whim-
slcally.

“Yes, sir,” T replied

paper, Levien, and
Why, mon, dinna

Hense

“Dut ir 1

these stairs

sald

, confusedly, now
Bennett, *and

But Horace Greeley, being forgetful | I'm glad of it."

and absentminded, one day forgot the !

compact and pounded Raymond in his

There was un expression of awe on
every reporter's fuce as 1 spoke,




