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Treaty and Platform.

The treaty with Great Britain as to
eqmality in Panama Canal tolls must
be observed, even if the Raltimore plat-
form goes to pieces,

All honor to Wooprow Wrirsow If
he takes this view of the relative Im-
portance of the two instruments!

Is 1t possible that Senator O'GoRMAN
of New York, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Interoceanic Canals and sixth
on the Committee on Foreign Relations,
regards the Baltimore utterance as the
superior obligation?

Income Tax Divertisements.

It was announced vesterday by the
Bureau of Internal Revenue that “in
the near future’’ there is to e a re-
vigion of the blunk forms furnished to
cltizens who are now, at the expense
of thelr nervous systems and general
health, and even at the risk of their
mental =anity, attempting to conform
with the requirements of the Hon, Cog-
pert, HuLl's masterpiece as interpreted

by the distracted officials who are
charged with its enforcement. |
High time, we should say! Take

for example Form 1.40, over which
80 mAny taxpayers are now struggling.
The taxpayer, let us suppose, possesses
$10,000 in United States Government
48, yielding him $400 of annunl in-
vome. The law tells him that this is
non-taxable income. The law explicitly
dipects Bim to exclude this interest in
computing net income. It does not
authorise R to exclude it in comput-
ing gross WPome,.  On the contrary, in
Section I) the law requires the tax-
payer to make return:

“In much form as the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue with the approval of the
Becretary of the Treasury shall prescribe,
metting forth specifically the gross amount
of income from all scparate sources, and
from the total thereof deducting the ag-
gregate items or expenses and allowance
Berein authorized

Accordingly, Form 1040  requires
from the taxpayer computing gross
fncome the statement of the *“total

amount of incrense derived from anpy
aource achaterer, not specitied sor en-
tered elsewhere on this page” 1In the
samg way Form 1,008, the official form
of return to the withholding agent for
making application for deductions, re.
quires the statement in gross of interest
and income from “all sources whatso-
cver.,” Therefore the taxpayver must
set down in the proper places on the
blank his income from Government
bonds, for nse in the computation of
gross income. (nherwise he will swear
to a lie when he signs the following
affidavit:

“T golemnly swear, or aflirm, that the
foregoing return, to the best of my knowl-
edge und bellef, containg a true and coms-
plete statement of all guins, profits and

income received by or acerued to me dur-
ing the year for which the return is mdde,
and that I am entitled to all the dedue-
tions or exemptions entered or elaimed
therein, under the Federal Income tax

law of October 3, 10137

All right as to gross income, Now,
when the taxpayer explores the four
pagesof Form 1,040, and likewise the sin-
gle page of Form 1,005, to tfid the place
for entering and claimjug the deduction
a8 to Income from Pedernl bonds to
which the law entities him-—or income
from the obligations of a State or any
political subdivision thereof, which are
in the same category as to exemption
and deduction from the gross income
of the individual-—he will find to his
amazement that no place for such entry
{8 provided. In Form 1,040 his per-
mitted deductions are classified under
six heads, not one of which can by any
streteh of the imagination be made to
cover the legal deduction for income

from Federal or State or municipal
bonds, The “instructions™ on the back
of the page throw no llght on the

extraordinary omission, ITn Form 1,008
he wili find his permitted deductions
grouped under elght heads, not one of
which wdmits the entry of the dedue-
tion for interest on Federal or State
ebligntions.

The perplexed vietim of the Hon, Cog-
peLL Hvee's beautiful system will there-
fore be compelled to do one of three
things:

1. T'o pay income tax on income for
which Le cannot constitutionally be
taxed;

20 Mo make o fulse return, and swear
to i false because it omite any men-
ton of these non-taxanble items;

B To discard the otficlal return blank

Provided for b the luw, und to substl-

tute for his own protection a form of
hiz own invention.

We eall attention to the very reason-
able remnrks of the Manufacturers Rec-
ord on the urgent nesd of a revision of
the law itself, not merely of the forms
and regulations administratively pre.
seribed.  The trouble goes back to the
complicated, confused and Ampractl-
cable requirements of Mr. CorpeLn
Hurer's too ambitious scheme of collec-
tfon and to the indigo-blue opacity of
his phraseology. The law {tself must
be revised.

The Monroe-Nantucket Collision.

There s the usual attempt on the
part of the court of amateur navigators
to fix in advance of an official invest!.
gatlon responsibility for the collision
hetween the Nantucket and the Mon-
roe. This is the business of the Federal
Steamshlp TInspection Service, which,
it may he presumed, will do its work
without fear or favor and assemble all
the facts bearing upon the dlsaster.
The owners of bhoth ships and their
oficers and saflors will be called to
determine, If possible, whether any-
body was at fault by violating the regu-
latlons for safety appliances or disre-
garding the rules and customs of coast-
wise seamanship during a fog.

One of the companler concerned has
already issued a statement from {ts
point of view of what happened. It will
be useful in the Inquiry, for it radses
the question whether there was vigl-
lance on the steamship of the other com-
pany In answering warning whistles,
but it will have no other value. Stories
of survivors immediately after a mea
disaster are likely to he more or less
emotional, and the Federal court will
want facts and professional testimony.
Such Investigations are always attended
with the difficulty of reconciling con-
flicting statementa.

The presumption {s that responsi-
bhility In some degree can be fixed, for
if each captain was taking proper pre-
cautions to avold collilsion in the fog,
such as following a course marked out
for his ship, proceeding slowly in the
presence of another vessel and sound-
ing whistles glving notice of lLis prox-
imity and of his intentlons, a serious
collision might have been escaped. In
this case the fog seems to have been n
|heavy surface fog, which is the most
bafling and perilous known at sea,
when 1t {8 easy to mistake the direction
of sound and to confuse the number
of whistles hlown. But it ought not
to be ditficult to bring out the rate of
spead of enach steamship Just hefore the
|collision, and that will be a very Im-
(portant factor in the Inquiry.

! The Land of Cheap Living.

What's the fare to Baluchlstan® An
Inrlk‘le on its “Commerce and Indus-
[tries” in our cosmopolitan contempw-
| rary Daily Consular and Trade Reports
'mnkes the question inevitable, The
|spelling of the name was different in
boyhood geographles; some of us may
'have a thin remembrance or idea of a
{country full of deserts, colder than
| Greenland where 1t was not hotter
than East St. Louis, Gigantic men (the
Baluchis) do mostly nothing or take a
| pot shot at thelr squat {nferiors. Tigers
{ roar, camels snarl, the native goat trips

[up on his own elongated ears, which

| rival those of the 51,614 donkeys re-
| ported by the latest census,

Our consular and commercial friend
furnishes this last detail ; and so mem-
ory gets the sack. It seems that Balu-
chistan 18 highly boviferous. It has al-
most 140,000 oxen, a plough and a pair
of oxen to every dozen inhabitants,
There must be multitudes of American
children to whom an ox would be as
strange a sight as a mammoth. How
many of even the country born have
known the tottering joy of trying to
guide a rickety two wheeled eart and a
pair of rampant “mad” steers rebellious
of the yoke? Where are the anclent
snowstorms and the oxen that used to
“break out the roads.” making white
tunnels nnd c!liffs heloved of childhood ¥
Can all the long and wide horned white
Italian oxen, could the red ones that
used to ply along the Palazzata of Mes-
sinn, equal the much behaweg and be-
geed critters that yanked the *“sled”
through Jdrift and over bare ground?
But return to Baluchiston and its
“thick tailed horuless” muttons:

“The house of a well to do person gen-
erally consists of a courtyard with three
rooms in a line. They always face east
ar south, and econsist of a storehouse, a
winter room and a summer room. In the
courtyard are a kitchen and a stable for
cattle."

From the point of view of an Amerl-
can country gentleman whose little
place has, say, fifty “guest chambers,”
this arrangement may look seauty, but
how it simplifies housekeeping. Still
simpler and, to our mind, more attrac-
tive, are the homes of the majority, the
folks exempt from the income t#x, so
to spenk:

“The characteristie dwellings In Balu-
chistan are mud huts and black blanket
tents. The dwellings are usually parti-
tioned In the centre, the famlily lving on
one slde and the flocks and herds on the
other. At the back of the' famlly section
are plled the felts and quilts used for bed-
ding; the other furnishings consist of
wooden bowls, earthen pots, a flat stone
griddle for baking and a few skins for
water and graln,  Permanent dwellings
ars numerous only in those parts where
they are required for protection from the
climate or where there is much cultiva-
tlon"

No rent; no trouble to move; no fifty
vans of furnlture to lug about. lenty
of griddle cakes. Here I8 the chance
of the outdoor man, the invallid, the
camperout, the tramp, be his passlon
natural  or acquired from  Borgow,
GrooME, LELAND und the rest of the
Romany Ryes. Don't turn up the nose
at *mud.”  Adobe {8 mud ; man Is mud.

Tea prevalls In Baluchistan; British
rule or control has done that, The
camel driver anchors his merry ship;
the shepherd spreads out his sheep's
wool rug; the ploughman hunches him-
welf up by the slde of his clod crusher
at the mystic and universal hour of B.

emdnrs are the crop of some districts
On the irrigated lands smile many and
familinr fruity faces: apples, grapes,
nectarines, peaches, pears. There
bloom the potato and the tomato.
There, last and best of all, flourishes,
like the king he is, the benign, the
blessed, the healing Tobacco. Paradise,
O paradise! And the climate Is not
#0 bad. There I8 only one good road In
the native States; the American exlle
from a number of ours will not feel
homesick.

The supreme merit and charm of
Baluchistan has been left for the last.
1t is the land of the reduced cost,of liv-
ing. Food 1s as easy an'lying or taxing.
And as for clothes:

“An ordinary poor inhabMant apends in
summer about 50 cents on a cotton turban
and 32 cents each on a ehirt, trousers,
shoes and shest. In winter he adde a feit
overcoat, costing about §1, and sometimes
& walstcoat at 66 cents. His wife's dress,
oonslsting of & wrapper, A white shirt or
chemisa, wide drawers and shoes, ocosts
about $1.20."

WiIll those austere conscript fathers
the Hon. Knute NErnson of Minnesota
and the Hon. Auseet Baiap CuMMINS
of Jowa forgive us If we have “adver-
tised” Baluchistan? And will somebody
tell us what the fare is to that boon
country?

The Ladies and the Bear.

Of a funday on thelr way to church
or meeting house "“our wise and plous
ancestors”” of the seventeenth and
elghteenth centuries, and of part of the
‘nineteenth, for that matter, in the
West, used to take a rifie with them
to begulle the way ‘‘and for other pur-
poses,’”” as our wise and plous brethren
in Congress say in their bills. Those
early churchgoers might be called upon
to pop at a wolf, a catamount, a bear
or a redskin. Secular sport reached
even into the church; the two hour
sermon might be interrupted by an
alarm.

Perhaps our great-grandmothers,
though herole with gun, hot water or
axe at a pinch, and full of patience,
courage and expedients in captivity,
appreciated imperfectly the hunting of
those days. They had hard work
enough without having to worry about
their coplous families.

See, then, once more how fortunate
f# this time. Two women gchool
tenchers up Goshen way in this State
get off o tealn some time before 6
A, M. and start for the schoolhouse,
Pretty soon they find a big. surly and
determined bear in the road. He
blocks it. He is either an anti-feml-
nigt or a foe of primary education. The!
Indies, being modern and highly clv.
flizel, nre not scared. They are
equipped with pocket flashlights. These
they draw, alm and fire at the furry
highwayman. His scientitic education
has been neglected. He faces an un-
known peril. He blinks a moment,
backs, skedaddles.  The ladies trudge
on to the schoolhouse,

1f our great-great-grandmothers had
had the modern conveniences! Why, a
pocket camera, seeming a dread and
mysterfous powerful “medicine” or
witcheraft, would have frightened a
whole tribe of “bloody salvages.'

Dr. Leipziger's Work.

It 18 Just twenty-five years since free |
lectures first were given in some of the
most densely populated centres of this
big town. During that opening season,
from January to April 1, 1889, two lee-
tures A week were delivered in each of
slx schoolhiouses, or 16 lectures in all,
the total attendance heing slightly over
22,000, At the end of the first quarter
century of this new form of education,
during the season recently ended, n staff
of 600 men and women dellversd more
than 5,500 lectures in 175 auditoriums
to audiences aggregating considerally
more than 1,000,000 adults,

Long before n free lecture course was
evén considered Dr. HeExry Magrcus
Lrirzicer, who reorganized it and has
directed it since 1880, had thought and
dreamed about some form of educa-
tlonal work which would so interest
grown men and women that they would
be eager (o continue In thelr search
for knowledge. He perceived that oniy
about b per cent. of the population
advanced much beyond the elementury
courses; he felt it imperative that in-
formation at least upon elvie and social
movements and all matters pertaining
to government should be placed within
the reach of the other 953 per cent.,
whose overwhelming vote decldes elec-
tions and Influences political actlon in
every direction. When he began to su-
pervise the free lectures a smull num-
ber of pupils passed into the City Col-
lege, which provided courses on the sel-
ence of government; but there was not
a single publie high &chool in the entire
municipality of New York, The me-
tropolis of the United States was defl-
‘elent and far behind many of the other
Stntes In this respect. If the free lec-
tures had accomplished nothing but the
great work of giving multitudes of our
citizeng sound instruetion in matters
of government they would have justified
themselves,  But that I8 only one small
part of the achievement, ‘Thousands
have enjoyed instruction through a vast
Jange of studies: natural sclence in
wvarled flelds, music, art, literature, his-
tory, exploration, travel in civilized and
uncivilized lands, astronomy, physies,
blology, &e.

Careful study is made of each of the
170 lecture centres, amd courses nre
nrranged to sult the needs of each. No
loeality has been overlooked nor any
element of our cosmopolitan population,
Effort is made to encourage the awdi-
tors to ask questions after a lecture is
concluded. Books relating to the sub-
jects discussed are drawn from publle
library branches; in some centres those
who regularly attend lectures organize
clubs which enable them to make con-
tinued study of this tople or that, and

they arrange their own lterary and
musical programmes for the elubs, |

A pronounced change, this, from the!
old days when a schoolhouse was con- |
structed, furnished and used solely for
boys and girls; kept open for a few

Dates and presumably one eyed cal-‘hours five days a weu§ while school ) BouTH ORaNaE, N. J., January 3

was In sesslon, and closed the rest of
the year. The modern schoolhouse, as
we know it in New York, 1s a splendid
bullding, erected and maintained with
scrupulous regard for light, heat and
ventllation, sanitary conditions; where
physical training as well as mental in
given; where a welcome is assured, and
provision is made for every one, for the
tiny kindergartner who Is present a
few hours a day, and for the grand-
parents who look forward eagerly to
the evening lectures,

Dr. Leipzicer's present term of office
ends to-morrow. It is a esatisfac-
tlon to know that as long ago as De-
cember 23 the Board of Education held
a meeting, reelected him for another
term of years, and unanimously adopted
resolutions of approval and admiration
that are indorsed unqualifiedly by all
who know what he has accomplished.

Tipping Public Nervants.

By executive order recently President
Witsox has promuigated what amounts
to an anti-tipping law for the Panama
Canal zone, Oddly enough it occurred
to the Sheriff of New York county to
glve out a similar ruling on the same
day in regard to the giving of gratul-
ties to his deputies. While the Presi-
dent and Sheriff GRIFENHAGEN may not
have consulted one another hefore tak-
ing these uniform steps, none the less
thelr respective orders have the same
bedrock of wisdom.

The idea that a publle employee
should be on the lookout for a tip In
return for doing his simple duty is
offensive, and not unlikely to lead
eventually to some form of corrupt in-
fluencing such as once made our cus-
tom houses a national scandal. And
the awful result of the tipping of pub-
lle servants 1s {ts llabillty to spread
until it Includes every varlety of ser-
vice. If a deputy sheriff isa to be tipped,
why not a policeman, a fireman, a
street aweeper? Glve the tip an inch
and It becomes a petty bribe, We llke
the words which Sheriff (IRIPENHAGEN
used in returning a five dollar tip to a
Manhattan attorney:

“As Bheriff of New York county it ia my
purpose to eliminate the glving or taking
of any rewards or compensation for any
services which my subordinates perform in
this office. In stating this to you 1 am
well satisfled that vour motive was good
and that you not knowingly foster any
improper practice in this office, but T am
of the opinlon that my deputies are suf-
ficiently pald to compensate them for such
services which are within the scope of the
duties they are required to perform.”

The I'resident and our Sher!ff are to
be congratulated upon the fact that
their minds ran In simllar grooves
upon the obnoxious and insidious prae-
tice of paying a man privately for doing
his public duty.

1)

Colonel RooreveLT would probably not
agree with the Hon. CuaMP CLark that
thut gentleman would now be occupying
the White House if there had been
Presidential primaries in 1812 18 there
not competent and famillar testimony,
as bearing upon the question, that the
Colonel at the time of the Baltimore
convention was “praying” for the
Speaker's nomination?

——

lLawson jewels gone.— Headline.

The real Lawson jewels can never be
atolen. They are set In the imperishable
literature of his country.

1f Field Marshal Baron FETEKE, who
forbade the women of Budapest to
wear slit skirts at dances gliven by the
military, had known the sex he would
not now Aind himself the laughing stock
of two continents. What other answer
could there be to his stupid order but
this:

“We obey the commands of ths mode
imposed by Paris or Budapest, but not by
the commander of the garrison.'

Fashion dictates, commanding the
allegiance of the ladies, though generals
of all the garrisons in the world thunder
and splutter, As to the potentates and
legislators, it is the same; they do not
welgh in the balance one scruple against
the maker of the mode in Paris, If
woman has a ruling passion, it is to be
in the fashion, I'oor old Baron FeETEKE,
what a numbskull he is!

WHITMAN sees Niagara Falls.-—Hread-
line.

What were hia reflectiona? That the
falla were there before “bagmen” and
“piemen,” and that the American In-
dians were at least innocent of the
meaning of graft?

The bLill introduced by Benator BrRyan
of Florida authorizing the President to
appoint six Vice- Admirals from the nine
ranking Rear Admirals provides that
Vice-Admirals on sea or on shore duty
in a forelgn country shall receive
$11.000 a vear. On shore duty at home
they are to have the pay of Rear Ad-
mirals of the ranking nine, which is
fixed by length of service, The pay of
a newly appointed Rear Admiral is
$8.000 a year. By speclal act of Con-
gress Admiral Dewey receives $13,000
as the hero of Manila.

Our Rear Admirala are well paid if
comparisons be made with other na-
tions, The base or pay proper of the
Admiral of the Fleet In England is
$10,058, of an Admiral $8881, of a Vice-
Admiral 37,105, and of a Rear Admiral
$5,329. It must be remembered that
our Rear Admirals often do the work
of oMicers of the highest rank in the
British service, Germany glves an Ad-
miral $7.611, a Viee-Admiral $4.297, and
A Rear Admiral $3,342, Russla {8 more
liberal and France less; while the Japa-
nese scale seems absurdly low to Ameri-
cans, an Admiral getting $2,988, a Vice-
Admiral $1,992, and a Rear Admiral
$1,643 a year,

The people of Port au Prince are con-
demning the members of the committee
of safety for not having prevented the
landing of marines and bluejackets from
the American and German warships. —
Port au Prince deapateh,

One thing the landing of marines in
some force has settled, and that is that
the Haytlans are not such fire breathing
patriots and spurners of the alien foot
upon their goil after all.

The Now Trust Bills,

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—E8ir; | see
it reported that the trust bill hearings may
be called off because ‘‘no requests for pub.
He discussion have been recelved from
the business world."

I8 there wonder that no such requests
have been recelved from the business
world?

What does the business world
about business?

know
C. B
1,

——=

MR. CORDELL, HULL'S MASTER-
PIECE MUST BE REVISED.

Otherwise the Courta Will Be Crowded
With Actiens for Redress.
Prom the Manufacturers Record.

Unless the Congress shall speedily
amend the income tax law to meet the
Justified criticiam of Intelligence that has
tried to fathom the unintelligibility of a
large portion of the measure the United
States courts will presently be crowded
with actions which patriotism will be
obliged to begin even at self-sacrifice.

Statesmanship at Washington ought to
do all withMn its power to remove the
many causea for sauch actions and thus
save the Government and the peopls un-
necessary expensa and trouble, if not,
indeed, prevent the political and financial
embarrassment that will flow from a de-
clslon of the Supreme Court declaring
vital provisions of the Income tax law
unconstitutional. There may be a sub-
conacious impression In some quarters that
the judgment of the United States courts
will be swayed against a decision declar-
ing the law unconstitutional, aither by
threats which have already been uttered
by irresponsbllity or Ignorance to the
effect that the courts will be disciplined
in case of an adverse decision, or by the
plea that such a decision will deprive the
Government of millions of dollars of ex-
pected revenus. Nelther question ought
to influence the courts, and a decision of
a few woeks ago, having a direct bearing
upon the Income tax law, by which the
Government was obliged to refund more
than 21,000,000 of excizse taxes, is a fair
indication of the mind of the Supreme
Court,

Within one month of the day when re-
turns of Income must be flled with the
collectors of the Internal revenue the
people of this country are in A maze of
doubt which has been complicated by the
essays {n the Bureau of Internal Revenue
to frams regulations for ecarrying out
legal impoasibilities, regulations reflecting
naturally the muddlement of the lan-
guage of the law and its contradlctions,
but, at the same time, going beyond the
provisions of the law in some cases and
in others directly contrary to its pro-
vistons.

The people should be relleved at once of

them by this law, which for amateurism,
narrowness and obscurity has never beaen
equalled In Congressional legislation.
Analysis of It in the light of developmenta
as It passed through the Congress traces
its inherent evils to:

Its belng almed against a special class,

Its presumption that that class is dis-
honest or grossly selfish.

Its theory that It is bhetter for ninety-
nine innocent persons to suffer than for
one guilty person to escape.

The haste in which it was placed upon
the statute book, only sixty-five hours
having been spent In open discussion of it
on the floors of both houses of the Con-
Eress,

It may ba enough at this time to urge
that the law be amended without dealing
with other detalls. As THe New York
SuUN says:

The Income fax JaAw must ba revised.
wa have sald. the honest taxpayer

rights entitled to respect by the
Government

As
has
Federal

Accrued, Arisen and Recelved.

To THE EpiTorR oF THE SUN—Sir. The
forms for the return of the annual net
income of individuals « No. 1,040) prepared
and supplied by the Internal Revenue
Bureau, are calculated to mislead and are
decidedly unfair if returns are compelled
to be made upon them.

The heading of this blank mays: “Re-
turn of net income recelved or accrued
during the year ended December 31,
181-—— " The act (Articie A, subdivision
1.0 reads: “That there shall be levied,
assessed, collected and pald annually upon
the entire net Income Arising or accruing
from all sources in the preceding calendar
year,” &c

In other worde, the Department has at-
tempted to include the word “received” in
place of the Word “arising.” The differ-
ence ig very great, for the sums "‘received”
after March 1, 1918, may have accrued
and hecome vested prior thereto, such as
professional services for which bills have
been rendered or accounts stated, or
interest urisen and accrued Certainly
it would be unjust to tax the moneys re-
celved  for services rendered years ago
or interest the payment of which has
been in arrears

Can the return bhe made according to
law without incurring the risk of litiga-
tlon and esplonage or can vou strike out
the word received on the blanks and in-
sert the word “arisen”? Lrex.
New York, January 31,

A Year's Aoquaintance With **The sun.*’

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Again
and again 1 have promised myself the
pleasure of writing to you and tryving to
say “Thank you" for all you have un-
wittingly done for me. To-day marks an
exact twelvemonth sinee | was Introduced
to you.  Since then of course | have also
made the acquaintance of vour confreres,
morning, evening and weekly, and find
none to give the solid satisfaction you do.

You are unique and, to my English
palate, your plquant cynicism, your toler-
ance, your general high mindedness, vour
gentle sense of humor are all very, very
gratifying.

I wish 1 could say properly, in a fitting
manner, all 1 think of you. I can say
thi=: that 1 hope you will never ceuse to
be the newspaper above all others that
not only serves Its news palatably but, in
the spirit and text of its editorial
columns, gives out strength and hope and
good courage.

Dear SN, I very humbly thank you,
and tender you, In all sincerity, my good
wishes for this new year: may you als
ways be as sparkling and real and de-
sirable as you are now!

A NORTHERNER,

New York, January 80,

A Prophecy of Captain Mahan ‘s,

To THE EpiTor oF THE BUN-—8ir; If
my memory serves me, Captain Mahan of
our navy In a magazine article a few
yvears ago made the prophecy that our
next war would ba a naval combnt in and
around the Caribbean Sea. Have the
“doves of peace’ ever taken this prophecy
into conslderation”

ArNaroN H. CarMAN,

Patcnouus, L. 1., January 80,

Why Not?
Three hundred yvears ago there fell
In Stratford far away
A little ralndrop and forsooth
It fell on me to-day.

Three hundred years ago! And lo
Again and yet again,

That drop has posed as dew and fog,
As hail and snow and raln,

Hag masqueraded in the clouds,
Has glistened In the mist,

Has hidden 'mid the roses with
Thelr petals vapor Kissed,

Has ridden on the mistral wind,
Has sat the wild typhoon,

Has glittered bright as hoar frost ly-
Ing white beneath the moon,

Has climbed among the ralnbows and
Has rested In the sea,

Har ylelded to the trade winds and
Has splashed to-day on me,

This self-same metamorphic drop
Of Hy) (who knows !)

Fell down, three hundred years ago,
And wet Will Bhukespeare's nose.

H. 8. Haskins,

[}

the anxiety and confusion brought upon |

VOCATIONAL TRAINING.

An Example for New York in the Burean
of Printing at Manila.

To e EpiTor or THe Bun—Bir: The
summary of the report of Prealdent
Churchill of the Board of Education, pub-
lished in Tum Sun of January 29, com-
tains a parngraph that deserves the at-
tention of all who are Interested in the
training of the young, for it expreases one
of the most Insistent demands of twen-
tieth century education, vocational train-
ing. In reading this report Mayor Mitchel
will doubtless give this recommendation
more than a passing notice, for it Is In
entire accord with the progressive apirit
he has mo far shown, President Churchill
BAYS

We are not doing nearly enough along
the _lines of vocational education. Home-
thing more is needed than the mers writ-
ing of reporta upon the neesds. Over 40,000
boys and girls \gave our elementary schools
annually to go to work. A very samall num-
ber of tha elementary schonl graduntes go
to the high schools. Our trade achools have
an enrolment of only 837, a very amall per.
centage of those who leave school to go to
work. There is a pressing need of voca-
tional muldancs for our puplis, to counsel
them In the selsction of occupations.

As & member of the editorial staff of a
trade publication this subject has long
. commanded my keeneat intereat. CGer-
many, as is well known, leads the world
in the wisdom of its plans for the educa-
tlon of young men, but how few know
Ithat the greatest individual workshop for
| the training of youth and the one with
|the greatest practical achlevements to it
credit belongs to our own Uncle S8am?
‘Yet that Is a fact, and the Stars and
RBtripes float over no finer exhibition of
| Ameriean education than the Bureau of
| Printing in Manila, where the youth of
| the Philippines have advantages denied
‘to our own native sons.

Mayor Mitchel will do well to further
much a project by appointments to the
Hoard of Education of men known to be
in sympathy with vocational education,
|and the Governor of the Btate would add
,an imperishable page to the history of
“education in this Commonwealth if he
could be prevalled upon to establish a
similar trade school.
| Governor Glynn and Mayor Mitchel are
‘both Democrats, and so s the writer of
this letter, but the trade school at Ma-
‘nila is the outgrowth of Republican colo-
nial rule In the Philippines. When |t
‘comen to the welfare of American youth
‘through proper early training [ belleve
that, to use an old political phrase, both
Republicans and Democrats will be found
“sound on the goose."

. Jonx F. McCann.

BrookLYN, January 81,

]

THE SERF OF THOMAS.

-r.& Householder Registers His Grievances
’ Agamst His ““House Father."

| To THE Emrtor or THr Sux—8ir: 1
hate cate. My wife belleves that where
It'hll are not mice revel. Of the two

evils 1 prefer the less,

A dynasty of cats has reigned in our
They never die, they
merely disappear. The cat {8 & consum-
mate exponent of absolute selfishness
Every cushion, couch, chalir, even an outer
garment thrown for a moment on an article
| of furniture is monopolized by the dread-
| ful beast. When possession s disputed
the cat's indolent, reluctant and reproath-
ful manner deservem the cuffing which 1
Rive,

He eats as much as a laborer, and when
he hears the whetting of a knife or sees a
movement toward the refrigerator a vo-
cal demand follows, or he mutely inter-
laces one's footstepa until trod upon;
then the atmosphere is maltreated in his
unreasonable complaint.

He demands exit to the yard It s
granted with a commingling of blessings
and curses. He changes his mind and
entreats admission. T open the sash. His
desire for entrance grows lukewarm. He
regards me with an alr of distrust, smelis
the window wsill, gazes at the spacious
firmament, «lowly and luxuriously stretches
himself across the gap of wintry en-
trance and is seized by the nape of the
neck and flung across the kitchen. Then
he sits in front of the range so as to be
in the way of mv wife or the cook during
cullnary proceedings.

He generally prefera to spend hip eve-
nings on back fences with his friends, but
there is no aceounting for his occasional
disposition to stay at home until we are
abed Then he decides to  go  out,
manifesting desire by plaintive wallings
that are enemies to our slumber. When
1 go down to release him he (g in hiding
from my intended “hiding.” 1 finally find
and chase him.

A cat cannot aweat
does during such pursuit

NEW Yorx, January 30,

domicile for years.

A man can and
CATACLYSM,

A Polite Hoston Trolley Company.

To THE Eptror or THe Svx-——8ir: The
following is a verhatim copy of a sign In
a Roston trolley car
No pussengers except police officers wiil

allowed to ride in the rear vestibule of
When mors convenient passengers
may leave by the forward door. For the
mutual benefit of all concerned. the cordlal
cooperation of all patrons In the carrying
out of this order Is earnestly sollcited,
How would a New York company put
4 New JErsey Rovau NeckK,
Bostox, January 30.

e
this car

it

SRS

The Weather Years Back and Now,

To TAe EMToR or Tae 8|vx - SNirs Occaslon-
ally somebody rises to say that he thinks
our cllmate 18 changing. that we don't have
#o much cold weather and snow and ice as
we did In days back Then somabody trots
aut the records to ahow that as far as tem-
peratures are concerned we have about the

same surt of weather now that we had
forty or fifty years ago, which 1 guess (s
true

Hut 1t does seem 1o me that we have now
hereabout more cloudy days and more fog
than we used to have N.W. D

YoNKERs, January 2]

Not the Fault of the Flag.

To THE EmiTOoR 0F THE SBUN-——5ir- "H. D
in to day's 818 refers to the flag on the
publie school In West 118th street as a

“tuttered, dirty rag’ and asks If it is possi-
ble to demand respect for it. The flag Is

an Amerlcan flag and demands respect ne
matter what Its condition may be But
surely, as “"H. D also says. no respect (s

due to those responsible for 1ts being there,
BrookLyy, January 30 J. F. L.

Remarkable Occurrence in the Subway,

To Tue Ewmtor oF THE Sva—Sir: This
gloomy morning was brightened by the sub-
way guard In whose car 1 rode down town,

He suid neither “Leddum off ' nor "Let ‘em
oftoist,” but “Let them off, pleane
This Is u true story W. 3 A
New Yous, Janusry 31

The Occultation Computed.

To Tue Kviton or TAe Bux-——Sir 1t Mr.
Btover's “"Nfteen minutes” became sixty days,
in just proportion his “iwoe days” should
equal three years and four months, not twe
decndes, as feared by his friends.

Banvron, Lo 1. January 30, AnirRMeTio
A Microcosm,

At the edge of the melting ica sheet

That covers the froden lake,

Like & ribbon of light les & coast line hright

Where the open waters break,

Headed with gulf and inlet
With minlature headland and caps

Thut shift and shine as the curved wea line
Meits Into changing shape,

Cleaving the stagnant water
Where the surfuce s dark and stil],
Queer littie bong wrmed water bugs
Dart hither and thither at wili,

Down on ths shallow bottom
ArTe gray green mosses small;

They stir and creep in their dreaming sleep,
And rise at the sunlight's call.

And the lords of the three dimensiona,
The viewless currents of alr,

In eddy and whirl and spiral
Hreathe on the wuters there,

Hlow the purposeless Notsam and jetsam
That «rift an the tiny main,
Now here and now there a hurrying,
And backward and forward again.
M., E. BvaLen,

MAYOR AGAIN SEEKS
NEW BUREAU POWER

Bill to Be Introduced at AThany
Creating Division of
Administration.

I8 FAVORED BY BRULRE

Act Will Abolish Present Offica
of Commissioners of

Acecounts,
A Dblll abolishing the office of am.
missioners of Accounts as now cone.

tutad and creating In its place a divigop
of administration of the Mavor's offics
with a single head and two deputics, wiy
sweeping powers of Investigation in ang
outside of city departments, will Le ip.
troduced in the Legislature to-morrow

It i» based upon a report by Chuniber.
lain Bruere, which is approved by Jiay.
mond B. Fosdick, ex-Commissioner of \-.
counts, and is presented by Mavor .
chel, who also formerly held that pose

The general purpose of the ex. hangs
is Indicated by these sentences from (e
Chamberlain's report to Mr. Mitchal .

“Executive leadership is the great ad.
ministrative need of the clty govarnmens
In the past the Mayor has been singla
handed and administratively impotens
The agency of inquiry and administrative
reorganization should be a part of ths
executive department.

Would Keep Mayor Informed,

“Under your programme of making ta
Mayor In fact as well as in name *ha
executive and administrative head of ths
government, the office would ba not énly
the means of keeping the Mayor informed
on current administrative questions but
would be of constructive and heipful ses.
vice to the departments themselves *

At present each of the two Commisalipe
ers of Accounts gets $5,000 & year. The
new Commissioner of Administration
would probably recelve $7,500 and each
of his two deputles, one of whom must
be a lawyer and t'e other an efficlency
expert or a specially qualifled accountarn:,
$5.000 apiece. The budget for the presen:
would bhe no larger than that of the
Commissioners of Aocounts.

If this bill becomes a law the Corg.
missioner may compel the attendance of
any witness or any books or records by
subpana--a privilege heretofore doubtfyl:
may Investigate the relations of any per.
son, firm or corporation with the « .y
or Its ecountles, and may make speoal
examinations of the accounts and me*h s
of any department, board, ¢ mm.as
bureau or office which has an office |
city or any county therdin, = !
salaries of whose officers are pall In
whole or in part, directly or indirecoly,
from the city treasury.

These powers are similar to those of
the Comptroller's office. Mr. Fosdie,
aald last night he thought thev might te
construed as permitting the Commissioned
of Administration to go so far as 1o

vestigate the TPublic Serviee omm s
sion, whose Commissioners, counse! and
secretary are paid by the Swate, o0
whose other emploveers are paid by trna
city.

Commiasioner Hemovable by Mayeor.

The bill amends Section 110 and Sco
tion 195 of the city Charter. It mahkes
the Commissioner of Administration up.
pointable and removable b

the Mayo
Once in three months the Commissions
would have to examine the accounts of
the Comptroller and Chamberlain 4
®ive the Mayor a detailed statemen: of
the city's financial conditlon, He w04
aleo make special examinations de
partments ut the request of the Mave

of

All officers or employvees under
present office of the Commissioners of
Accounts would be transferred to 1he

new division.

In  his report Chamberlain B ues
points out that Mayor Gaynor e ox
nized the need for a single Commiss
of Accounts by falling to appoint LE
ond Commissloner during the o of
Commissioner Fosdlek., He savs tha?

addition to its examination of
mental conditions the plan is to hate @
new division inquire into such qu st
as unemployment, the cost of living
other social pollcies to detern

data upon which municipal policies
be determined.”

Much of the energy of
sioners of Accounts, says
has been devoted to unnec
cation of work of other by
city government. This is espwe i1t

:i" i

Mr. Bry
ars

wches of t .

he says, of the lrepartment of 170,
“which appears to have bheen 1o
much as an Independent agency withoy
regard to the general progranmoe
Thinks Expense of Aundit Ton High
“The new ddivigion,” SdayE the re)
“is 1o serve as an agency alwars o
bie to the Mavor to aecomphish wot
delay, so far as Charter amd ordin
provisions permit, the remooal of L
stacles to efficiency and econony

the promotion of more effective won
the part of municipal agencies
sible to him.~

The present Commisgioners of A
offlce has ninety men on the payr

salaries ARgregating F195,000 andd @
ditional allowance of §10,000
porary expert service Fourteer

are emploved amd $268 000 & vear s
on the audit of the Chanberlair
counts Mr. Bruere says that tis
pense of this audit is too high, that (e
finds from his own experience us o
berlain that it s not effective u
recommendations for lprovene ! ¢
Ly the Huremu of Municipal Reseo n
1507 have not been put into off

“Exeept for the routine ougdi
says, “no study is under way of
portant character, The entire .
walting reassignment, and the wa
tirely clear to the introduction of .
programme.”

He savs that reforms suggest n
forty reports submitted by the «
sloners of Accounts last yveur |}
been adopted by the departments
He suggests that acting o
MeGinley ask each departient
proposed  reforms were IR
recommends  that they LY
Among these reforms are tie
of the Brooklyn  Idseiplinar
Nehool, the abolition of the cou e
(Laudlow  street)  and  transior
prigonsrs to the Department
tion ; that detalls of inspection
ing picture shows bhe sent to «u
ough President and Fire Comm
with a view to remedying dangenr
ditions ; that the DPenul Law be o
o prevent “body  snatehing b
takers,” and that immigrants s!
more carefully examined by tin
of Henlth,

Mr. Hruere eredits David Fergus
pervisor of the City Record, with !
suggested, in a memorandum
Kline, the creation of a “Depart
Administration” with a single b
fill a meriong gap in the existing 2
ricntal machinery of the citv

1t is understood that Muayor M
would Hke to have Mr. Fosdick b
Commissioner of Administration 17t
18 passed, but Mr. Fosdick's aceepta
regarded as doubtful.  Another nanoe
officially mentioned yesterduy was
of Marvyn Scudder, an expert «
ant, who has done much work
city and who 8 a friend of Mr M
and Mr. IPosdick, loth Commiss
ships of Accounts are now vacan!
acting Commissloner, Mp. Motiioe &

the chief clerk of the department




