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" THE. BUNK HOUSE PRISONER

Lord Stranleigh, on an Errand, oo
Comes to Grief

:m Q?

By ) Nustrations by
Robert Barr ‘z:m‘%‘ J.N.Marchand z?-?:

YNOF.LIS - Lord Stranleigh. in quest of health and recreation 15 persuaded to journey to the “My opinion would be of very hittle value, 1 know nothing of minine.”
Arrr wrong ranch in Wyeming.  On approaching the ranch, after a two-day horseba k ride “The denee yon don't!™ =aud Jime “What ave vou domg with that Ian v ool
frotn the nearest ratlway stanon he is shot through the shoulder by an anl shed marksman
p ured  companio c Y ch h h b ’ i :
Deserted by his hired compamions, he is permitted 10 proceed 1o the ranch house, where his “Oh, that,” said Stranleigh, *1 happened to pick up. T wanted 1o examine it
wound is dressed by the charming and capable daughter of the house. He learns that Armsirong Nosal, Ta theve slvet i
is absent in the east trvir g to raise money to save his property from a rapacious lawyer, Ricketts, 11010 vloseiy. A TIeIt . eran it . ” '
who covets a alver mine on it *How shonld 1 Know l"!‘llv-l the other Lrudliy., “1I'o onot a mining engineer,
I ondy take a hand at the drll or the (RL k, as the eqs THE be. But when yuu
throw that back where you got ity throw it cavetully, and not too far”

vock i your hand !

A\ S THE WOUND in his shoulder healed, Stranleizh becan to enjoy him “1 dou’t intend to throw it,” said Steanleigh, “1'm goinge to take it down to
selt on the ranch,  He was experiencing a ht'e entively new to him, the honse,”
aad being alwavs a lover of waving woods and mshing waters, *Oh, vou think you're not going to throw it, but yon arve, We've just come up
even in the tamed state which England presents, he keenly appre-  to explain that to von,™
ciated these natural beanties of the wilderness, where so-called “1 wee, s con Julsory, \\I._\ shouldn’t 1 throw it as far as | can?”
improvements had not “Becanse,” explained Dean, politely,
I!If(‘lft'l(ll with them.,  Withont at- . “there's a lot of dynanite stored i

tempting to indulge in the sport for
which he had come !‘l' wandered
ahout the ranch, st nln its featmes,
and at the same time !n.!..] ing an
appetite that did justice to the ex
cellent meals preparved tor hime He
visited Jim Dean, the man who had
shot him, and tried to serape aequain-
tanee with the five aiders and abettors
in that drastic aet, but they met his
advances with suspicion,

The men vesided in a honge bauk
honse, which consisted of one room,
with a shack outside where the cook
g was done, In the large room wer
a dozen bunks, halt of which wer
nsel ]'.\' the men, ~hile the other halt
were ready in ease of more workmen
<hionld the wine prosper,

the end of that hele, and dynamite
isu't a thing to fool with, yon know "™

Stranleizh langhed,

el faney  von're  pizht
thongh 1 kvnow as httle abont dyvia
mite as wining,  But to he sare ol
being on the vight side, 'l leave tla
tos=sitig of the stone to Mo, Herve 1t
i=." he handed the Ian jr ol T
Dean, who flung it earelessly into th
mite again, but did et join St
leigh in langhing,

“Yon scem to regard me as a din
goerons person,”

“(M, not at all, but we like a n
who attends 1o lns own hosiness, Wi
iderstand vou came Lhere tor shioot
ing and tishine,*

T | '!hi. bt other |u--<|-|' W
ont <shootiny

vy too, and o oma
haedl o ballet throneh Ia <l
i ) to i Tk e

HE honse was huilt seenrely as a

tortress, of the rmeced stone that
had been blasted trom the roeks
opening the mine, The mine tself was
sitiated  alwnt I]u hondved  vards
<ontl, bt tnstead of heine dae dowa
ward, as Stranleigh expected, it ex
tende] westward on the level toward
the heart of the monntain, so that o
riededy butlt tenek conld earey ont e
dehiris, and |]|||J"l i odown the SUERE
hill.  To  his  aesthetie faney  this
sevtned a0 paty, beeanse g short dis
tanee trom the "l"':i' voof the mn
the viver formed a caseade deseendine

||\l"~ SO adwitted D
with the sun '
ceogtiZzes o ressonabil
“hut now that veu're hette
e rotned the minn

\\‘Iu\ |||w | MOt o ot Walth vaonn wlions

At ol LISy
g andd tishine

“Pecanse M. Xvisti wis to b
iy ennde, and he has ot vet retim
home,”

Woll, Me, Steanleieh, we
ordivary backwoods Folls than

a hundred feet or more; a caseade of redson Lo trastinge  puo) |
entraneing heanty, whose  loveliness cote from the eity, Yo =i
\\Il|]]ll |l|' Hiore or ]|'-- l]l'-lr-l\l'l] as HE I fiard alwe, i l
the mining operations prowressed. plaindy that if o strane

The rising =un illumined the inte prrowhing around heve, |

vior of the tunnel, and Steanleigh
fonnd no |]|H:u||l.\‘ in n\'l]-lll' vl to

v badlet an oo more vital <

i You nnder<tad ™

the remotest corner, He |l:l-'-l'|| the “Nonr mwani RERE |
abandoned track partly tarned oven vilviriod Sleavtiails, 1)
heside an assortment of picks, shoy it e 1o go awiy b Nl A
el=, hand-drvills and the hke, To his Suddenly and o vel s ™

. ,b.\u 11 W dan't su

|

surrounded by
the extreme end was piled up o a guan-

armed men and
tity of what appeared to he lnee the voice of Jim

s
unpracticed eve there was no sien ol stealihily he
. . e found himself
silver in walls, floor or eetling, At

cartridees, Dean broke the | ]"*— K fis do {1 TR
Retore entering the eavern he had stillness ot b-'-' There's note up hiere by il
notieed three or four of the wminers 4 neither is there o TR
standing in front of the ook honse, & - -W Vot see WeTre ot progae |
evidently wateling lim, bt he paid It ‘I—..B' " <lip 11 yvour dntentions are what
no attention to them, and while he w thine avo.
was inside the roar of the eataract “Yaom“re not what T shoald eall |
pru-wnlml him from hearing approaching footsteps,  As Le came ont to the lip pitable, bat some weanine b= clear Mavc Dask vonr pane !
of the mine, he found Dean and theee others waiting for him,  Each had a ' ealled o D
rifle on his shonlder, *Nou've leader of this s band of bhrothers?
"|r]-:|||-c-li||'_: the |||'u]||'l'1_\' 44 il]ugllil'-'nl Ihean, l;l~ll;l“)’. “In a manner of Shn whiny Vs,
“Yes," replied Stranleigh, *Are they unanimons in vesteweting oy Liberty on the vaneh 2™

“What do you think of it 7" “You bet!”




