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The Sun's Brief Against the Asso-
clated Press.

@lnce the first announcement that
Uux 8un had filed a complaint with
the Attorney-General of the United
States arralgning the Associated Prews
@8 a news monopoly and petitioning
for abatement of the evll through ac-
tion in the courts, widespread interest
§n the proceeding has heen displayed by
the public and Innumerable requests
bave been made for coples of the full
text of the brief drawn by Messrs.
JamesM.Becx and CLARENCE J. BHEARN,
Tee Sun's counsel. It Is not merely
fn newspaper circles that curiosity and
sympathy have been manifested. From
Jawyers and from men in many classes
of business have come expressions of
the hope that a fuller view <f the case
might be given to the pubi . than was
afforded by the sunrmary published at
the time of the filing of the papers.

In respouse to this general demand
we print In our news columns this
morning the entire brief, considering
that, ax Is argued in the document It-
eelf, the matter of freelom in the col-
lection, distribution and publication of
neavs (s of the highest Importance not

merely to newspapers but to the entire
public, wio depend upon the free and |
Lipartial reporting of dally m--urrem'ul
for the intellizent performance of the'
duties of eltizenship,

Aun editicn of the brief, together with !
the appended exbibits, {8 now in the.
press. and it will be ready for distribu- |
tion In peanphiet form lo the course of
two or three days,

tLnmasking the Owen Rill.

Nennior OwWeN's bill to reguiate the!
stowk  exchunges by an  unhallowed |
abuse of Federal power over the malls
has not fared very well at the bear-
ings heid by the Nenate Banking sand
Currency Committee, of which Mr.
OweN s chalrmun, As to the extent |
of its popular support a large and |
wholesome degree of doubt may be ger
mitted. Witnesses for the bill have
been wonderfully lacking, while an im- |
pressive body of testimony aguinst it
hias been given by a large number of
substantial and Intelligent cltizens,

Bome of the most effective of them
have been members of the Nenate com- |
mittee itself who, by thelr shrewd
questions and blunt statements, have,
exposed the bill's defects. It was in-|
deed precisely such interrogatory that!
tore the mask off the measure on;
Thursday and exposed it for what it
is, & bill to coerce not the stock ex-;
changes but the States,

The scheme to close the malls to the
transmission of quotations made in es-
tablisbed stock markets, unless those
markets are conducted by lneumoratedl
exchanges, I8 now explained us a plan
to bring the stock exchanges under
regulation by the States. Possibly this:
explanation Is a refuge resorted to on
eccount of the countrywide protest
agalnst the erection of the Post Office
Department into a bureau of oppres-
slon such as might be endured In Rus- !
sla but could never be tolerated In
America., Even so the retreat leaves
the advocacy of the Owen bill In rather
worse shape than before the explana-
tion was made,

No amount of verbal Juggling can al-
ter the definite fact that even If the
object of the bill 18 to bring about what
is cailed the reform of the stock ex-
changes through State regulation its
proponeats alm to attain this object
through subjecting o Rtate to Federal
compulslon to euact reformatory legls-
Jation by threatening to deprive any
stock market wmnintained thereln of
mall aod telegraph facilitles. If this
fs what the Owen bill Is dreiving at,
{18 altogether autoeratie and altogether
utdemocratle purpose suggests the ex-
Istenve of a polivical spirit at Washing-
ton which deserves the politieal rebuke
from the people that It will undoubt-
elly recelve when the proper time
Conmes,

While the country has been travel-
Nug pretty far along the road of revo-
lution, there Is still a vast amount of
Yopular veneration for the Institutlons
of republican government. Reform of
the stock exchunges has long been de-
manded and progress has been made
in that direction, but the reduction
of Btates to Federal provinces would
be a high price to pay for what further
:0: exchange reforms may be neces-

bit directly at corporations on the
theory that the culpablility of the stock
exchanges for financial abuses has been
less than that of corporate manage-
ments responsible for watering securi-
tles or publishing misleading or In-
adequate reports. To close the malls
to corporutions which did not comply
with Federal standards of corporate
behavior In order to coerce States into
passing new corporation laws conform-
ing to Federal prescription means
Federal coerclon of the Sta‘es just the
snme,

Thanks are due to Benator Nrnsow
of Minnesota for his part in disclosing
Just what Ia contemplated by the Owen
bill. Kenator NerLsow is a good deal of
a progressive and halls from a pro-
gressive comanmunity, but there are Hm-
its to progressiveness which are recog-
nized by the sturdy Americanimn that
Senator NgLson exemplifies.

When Innocont Men and Women Are
Locked Up.

That many of the older police sta-
tions in New York city are inade
quately equipped for the detention of
prisoners and the housing of the police
whose headquarters they are is a no-
torious fact. It is again brought to
the fore by the reports of the Htate
Prison Commission's inspectors con-
demning a number of houses, and the
new exposure of discreditable condi-
tions, coming at a time when penal
methods are attracting unusual interest,
is llkely to attract wide attention.

In fairness to the city 1t should be
borne In mind that it has not been
blind to the situation. No complaint
is made against the modern stations,
in which the proper facllities for han-
dling prisoners decently are provided
a® A matter of course. Stations of this
type are bullding in all parts of the
city, and eventually the old and dis-
creditable structures will be abandoned.
This will take time, however, and a
good many years must elapse before
these relles of a less enlightened or less
Itberal day are all ellminated from all
the borougha.

As this delay is lnevitable it might
not be out of place for the city to adopt
temporary expedients for the comfort
and well being of station prisoners.
It must be remembered that these
persons are in many cases innocent of
wrongdolng or ure minor misdemean-
ants. 1o any event they are unconvicted.
They certainly deserve clean and com-
fortable lodging and decent treatment
from the authorities before conviction
as well as niter condemnation.

Nenator Bacon.

Of the Senate of the Fifty-fourth
Congress, the first in which AvaeustUs

Octavivs BacoN sat, how many of the |

Senators who welcomed him on his

Initial appearance still sit in the cham- |

ber Just bereaved of his long, falthful
able service? 1f we count right, only
seven: DPemxins of California, Hexey
Casor Lober, KNure NiLsoN, Jacos
H. GarrLinges, BENJAMIN Ryan TiLr-
MAN, ManTin of Virginla, WasseN of
Wyoming.

Of the great or still unfaded names
and undisputed or respectable talents
of the Senate it is enough to mention
of that dead Joux MomeaN of Alahama,
Prart aud Hawrey of Connecticut,
GorpoN of Georgla, PaLsmer and Cur-
rom of lilinols, Dax Vorumers, WiLL-
1AM B. Aruisox, Hare and Fave of
Muine, Georee Frissie Hoar, Cuvsm-
MAN K. Davis, Greosee (5. VesTt; those
two strong, salient, and, In their widely
different ways, engnging characters
Joux P, Jones and Old BiLn STewant
of Nevada; Davip B. Hiuy, Joun
SHERMAN, MATTHEW 8. QUay, IsHaM
. Harmis, another stronge and forel-
ble amd accomplished person, whose
evidently euormous age was a secret:
JusTis  Morgirt, of Vermonot, Joms
DANigL, honey tongued orator, who
looked like EowiN Booru; Nternen R,
ILKINS, WirtLiaM F. Vicas and Roors
QuaRLES MiLLs,

Of Mr. Baconx's living colleagues
now in the Renate It Is enough to name
Gromse GraY, WiLLiam E. CHANDLER,
NrwsoN W. Avomicx, Hevey M. Trr-
LER and James DoNALD CaAMERON,

Among such men and their peers in
later Senates Mr. BacoN sat a worthy
associate, A brave soldler, a sound
lawyer, a learned and an acute parlia-
mentarian; a thorough student of
many momentous questions that arose
in his time and in forelgn affalrs, ac-

|curately informed. discreet and tact-
ful; he was a Senator his State and
(country were prond of; he cherished

and upheld and illustrated the dignml-
fled and noble traditions of the Senate:

,traditions that may be moribund, that

may be of too thoughtful and Inde-
pendent a cast to sult the popular wax
noses of the moment, but which have
honorably served the welfare of the
United States and the purposes of the
Constitution,

D —

King Gustav and His People.

The constitutional questlon that has
arisen in Bweden I8 the more remark-
able because of the strongly democratic
instincts of the people. With the ex-
ception of that of Norway the court of
Nweden is probably the least formal of
any in Europe; yet there the uceepted
rule of conduct for a comstitutiona]
soverelgn, that he shall speak on politl-
«al questlons only through his Minis-
ters or as prompted by them, is sharply
challenged. The difMculty, which has
Involved the resignation of the Stanfr
Cablnet, nrose over King Gustav's ud-
vocacy before 30.000 lundowners and
peazants of a considerable increase In
the armaments of his kingdom. A Ho.

Ing agalnst any Incrense In arwaments,
and the Kiug's action was the occaslon
of an acrimonious correspondence be.
tween himself and his Cabinet,

With the reslignation of the lutter
the constitutional question becomes
ucute, Baron Gerawp Luvis pe Gern

Nor would the

bl be Nﬂl'\llﬁf‘“m

If 1t were altered to

has falled in his efforts to form a (ah-
inet, and It is doubtful If & new Lib.
eral Minlstry can be constructed.

v
.

*|hoary a law is with age

cinlist demonstration followed protest. |

' characteristics of folk songs, has long

THE

last long, and so the constitutional quu-‘
tion will probably be decided at a gen- |
ernl election in the near future. Present
indications are that King Gustav has

the country with him in his departure the public the successful and ephemeral | “The Alien Uuest” says:
| ditties of the day are American by birth, |

from the forma of constitutional mon-
archy. The resignation of the Cabinet
was immediately answered by a demon-
stration of university professors and
students whom the King had no hesita-
tion in addressing, and the armament
increase has the powerful advocacy of
Sven Hepin, whose Influence in Bweden
.18 immeasurably greater than that of
any other single individual.

1t will be interesting to see whether
King Gustav has the personal strength
and power of appeal to emulate his
nelghbor the Kaiser. The methods
that he is adopting are different, for
the Kalser never even pretends to any
doubt as to the divine right of kiugs,
while King GuetTav might almost have
sat at the feet of Mr. Lrorp Gromon.
It is dangerous to allow a constitu-
tional monarch to appeal to the
people.

Comngenial Spirits.

At n dinner given In his honor on
Saturday night County Register Jomun
J. Horrza sald that he was no longer
useful in the Independence League and
sought “congenial spirits who will help
to make the Democratic party dem-
ocratic.” Mr. Horrza would divide all
mankind into two great subdivisions:

*“1 will say that I belleve In a govern-
ment by parties, and 1 also belleve that
naturally there are but two politieal par-
ties—the aristocratic and the Democratic
parties—those who believe in the few rul-
ing and those whe believe that all, men
and women, should take part in govern-
ing the country, just as they do In bearing
the burdens of the country.”

1f we read these novel and weighty
lines correctly It would appear that
“the aristocratic party” iIncludes all
Bourbon reactionaries, all Prohibition-
ists and the entire old guard of Arma-
geddon regulara. That the Democrats
alone belleve “in bearing the burdens
of the country” {s measurably true,
particularly such burdens as the Good
Roads Pork Barrel, and that they let
Uncle Ram earry the barrel only after
it is empty Is further proof of thelr
humanitarianism,

That Mr. Horrer will find congenial
spirits lu the Democratic party s cer-
tain by reason of the fact that he has
discovered some truly paramount pana-
cens, Here Is a paragraph brimful of
them :

“Let us hope that when the union eof
all the real Democratic elements occurs
they will not be afraid to proclalin the
truth as they see it. Let them realize
that the cure for the evils of Democ-
racy is more democracy. Let them realize
that our evils come from tranagressing
natural laws and are entirely man made.
let them demand that no matter how
it must go if

it is unjust.”

Let them learn to sing with the ca-
dence of the Iate Colonel Rosert INoER-
soLL one of his own great perorations:
“1 believe In the republicanism of the
family, I belleve In the democracy of
the home, I helieve in liberty, equality
and love.” 1If Democrats will but join
Mr. Horren 1o his quest of the good
and the true and the beautiful the Sec-
retary of State will have no cause for
cnlling editorial attention to Mr. Roarn
SuLLIvAN's complete lack of any con-
ception of the dignity of office, for ac-
conding to the standards of Mr. Horrea
the Hon. RoGes SULLIVAN {8 not a Dem-
ocrat, but an aristocrat. His spirit is
uot congenial.

Anyhow, Watch Your Step!

If the Interborough company, as it
hopes, has found a device to bridge the
yawning chasms bLetween subway car
doors and curved station platforms one
of the constant perlls of travel on 1is
lines will be eliminated. Installation
of the mechaniam st Fourteenth street
will begin to-day. [If the operation of
the contrivance under actual trafic
conditions bears out the results of ex-
perimental tests the company announces
that it will lose no time In putting in
the equipment wherever it |8 needed.

The present generation of New York-
ern has been pretty well educated to
“watch its step.” If the subway were
never overcrowded few persons would
fall Into the pits its bullders ~onferred
on the town, But the subway is always
overcrowded, and even the most care-
ful citizen finds it diMicult to watch his
step when he is being propelled into or
out of u car by a mob of determined
athletes, The ubiquitous hog does not
make the situation easler. And if the
slit skirt had not come to her rescue,
how could woman have used the under-
ground road after the adoption of the
fashlion now popular?

Meantime, in and out of the sub-
way, it will do nobody uny harm to
watch his step.

The youth passed a ten dollar bill to the
fustice, who began to count out the
change, the legal fee of a justice for
marrying being 2.

“Oh, never mind that,” airlly broke in
the young man. “I work for Fomp.'—
Despateh from Detrolt,

What a lesson In soclology have we
here! And better still, what a subject
for an idealistic painter: Thrift and
Philanthropy clasped hand in hand, but
Thrift is tossing away ten dollar bills
with the off hand. A penny saved lu a
penny earned, but a ten dollar bill when
you “work for Forp”? Why, don't men-
tion it. Pooh, pooh! keep the change!
Uplift begine at home.

Celebration of the semi-centennial of
the death of BrePHEN Fosren ¥ certain
to revive the discussion as to the char-
acter of his songs. That they are not
really folk songs, though they have the

been the opinion of authoritative writers
on music, FosTer invented his melodies
and from this viewpolnt they are the
art songs of & composer who followed
the idloms of u part of the population,

Yet many love to Insist that "“Old
Bluck Joe,” “Mussa's in de (old, Cold
Ground” und other songs by the author
of “The Old Kentucky Home" are folk
songe because they represont the negro
musicaf idiomas.

The most important characteristic of

A“MMM

Fosren's SONgs seem¥ to many to b
ln-.l:uulv

SUN.

Conservative Government would hardly!are they American in their thematic |

material, but that thelr composer was
& native of thie country marks a iis-

tingulshing featurs betwsen them and

the popular songs of the present time.
Few of the men who are putting before

and Indeed few of them have been here
more than a year or more before they
begin to compose the one kind of music
which it Is possible to make appealing
to the American public to-day. There
are of course incalculable artistic dls-
tances between the compositions of
Fosram and the so-called “rage” that are
the single form in which the popular

composer of the day seeks to
express his musical talents. It is an-
other pecullarity of the songs of Fosren
that they were given to the world when
songs for Americans were written by
thelr compatriots. That Is not true to-
day; and it would be pleasant to be-
lieve that our national taste in music
unalloyed Is better represented by the
negro melodies of Fosrsa than by their
modern substitutes,

Mr. Brraw chose for his theme “The
Writer With a Message,” In contradistine-
tion to the writer who writes for the
money. The comparison he drew was
that the
the day.

re Was no comparison.—News of

Likewine the citizens of Leesburg be-
lleve that the orator who talks (or to be
more technical, lectures) for money is
incomparable with a speaker with a
message F. O. D. (free on delivery).

The iInmates of the women's prison at
Auburn underwent their first instruc-
tion dn the tango and other popular
dances on Saturday. Some of them
were found to know nothing except the
waltz and the twostep. It is gratifying
to learn that the State does not Intend
to turn these unfortunates loose utterly
unprepared for the battle of life.

S————
OKLARONA MINSTRELS.

Grand Sweet Sengs That Chant the
Buffale and Meuntain Eyebrews.

To THE Evitor or THm Bun—8ir: I
read with Interest your ecstasies from
time to time on thosa sweet singers who
make musical the vales of Skowhegan
and Podunk, yet always with a kind of
pained astonishment that you take no
note of our Okiahoma bards. You speak
of Coogler and Elmore. Concelve my in-
dignation that you do not mention Fry,
Jacoba and others of this new and millen-
nial Commonwealth, time's noblest off-
spring.

Is it loathsome envy that causes you
to pass up such men? Coogler and El-
more! Go on with your base and per-
haps venal praise: I scorn It. | shout
peane for Oklahoma. Hesperian bards,
I celebrate you! Evohe'! Yet perhaps I
am unjust. You in the sordid last cannot
know the appeal made to us In this great
palpitating West by native bards singing
local themes. How, for instance, could
you understand the thrill of Fry's poem
on the bLuffalu? You see before you the
wind blown plalns, tne sandy, treeless
Cimarron, the crawling spresd of the
unnumbered herd, the Indlan on his glass
eyed pinto, bow in hand. And then the
surge and thunder of the hunt. In the
background the smoky teepecs, with dogs
and pot bellled squaws. How lovingly
the author treats his theme, Heeing all,
siighting nothing, bringing out the small-
est detalls in brief Homerie touches, as
thus the Indian bow :

With this Instrument in hand
He mnakes the buffalo stand
Heside the Ilttia brook

While off his hide he took

But I cannot dwell upon Fry. 1 must
hasten to & much greater. 1 have before
me the latest volume of Francia Warren
Jacobs. I would that I could give you
some idea of these compositions, but I
cannot ; it Is impoasible. A few lines from
“Irene” may suggest what [ am unable to
expresas ;

1 was standing In the sunlight
As he threw hi ening fuse,
Cross the rolling, playing waters,

To the city, Santa Crus

Al my feet the ocean thundered,
High volees rose here and thers
And tha lips that love thg mountaine

Answered In the echo's blare.

Hun's fane fell and stars unnumbered,
F¥er the city by the sea,

Hung thelr lamps to watch the slumber
Of the nodding plnes and ma.

Here 1 sat till midnight's order
Bade the water's ranks retreat.
Then | rose to seek the clty,
And In dreams my thoughts compiete.

All the night | waiked In wonder,
Up and down the vales of strife,

Just as stars fell dim and dying,
And the day stood up In life

While the mountains seemed as eyebrows
On the forehead of a dream-——

No more, no more'! Let me break off
a8 this lovely image trembles in the con-
sclousness. Pausing a moment [ reecall
some of the admired things of verse:
Wordsworth's “The swan on still Baint
Mary's Lake," Keats's “Magic casements
opening on the foam of perilous seas”
Shelley's “tender Lluebells, ut whose birth
the mod scarce leaved,” Bhakespeare's
“daffodils that come before the swallow
dares and take the winds of March with
beauty.” 1 have thrilled over them. But
what then? Is the canon closed?” (er-
tainly not. In fact, it is generally agreed
that the defect of modern verse is its
servility to outworn forms under which
Inspiration falters and dies, In this fresh
and buoyant West, untouched by the
blight of old things, men will arise to
break the trammels which lie so heavy
on the divine art. As Whitman says,
“Produce great men, the rest follows,"

Morsus,

Doy WaLLe, Okla., February 10.

A Bure Way to Get Rich Slowly.

To T™E EDIToR oF THr Sun—=8ir: A
recent Issue of Tue BUN extracts from the
Baltimore Awmerican an item to the effect
that a man in Connecticut at no time
recelving more than $12 a week had
saved §60,000, through parsimony. A
BuN correspondent, “N. N. G."” caleu-
lates that If the mun's weekly expense
was but 60 cents, one hundred and three
and a third vears would be required to
accumulate the sum. Wrong.

The correspondent takes no cognizance
of rapld arithmetical progression of prin-
cipal and Intéerest when compounding. Us-
ing rough figures. let us assume the saver
to be In possession of $1,000 at twenty-
five yvears of uge. At the end of the first
yeur thereafter he would be worth §1,560,
computing Interest a. b per cent. At the
end of the nfth year 34,003, tenth year
$7.450, twentieth year §15,1868, thirtieth
year $85,871, thirty-ninth year $61,837,
Original capital §1,000; savings for thir-
ty-nine years at §600, $18,500; Interest
compounding at b per cent,, §44,307. Man
then sixty-four years of age, iIf he sur-
vived the deprivation of common com-
forts. VeEny Easr,

New York, February 15, .

“Ruckus.”

To Tae EpiToR oF TuE Bun-—Sir: An edl-
torial wrilcle In THE SUN asks “Is There Any
Buch Word ae ‘Rutkus’ ™ and brings in ite
couning “rumpus.’” "ructlon" and wo forth.
1 send you this extract from u story In the
Saturday Evening Post of February 14:

“Anybody heard of any ruckus® It seema
to me | done heard soma talk in town about
4 feller belng “ut up or something.'

Bomanron, Pa., February 14, J.1C o

A Variant.

To veE ERIToR oF THE Buv—Sir: 1 have

heard colored men In the South say “reokus."
Lovisiana.
Wasminaron, D, O, February 14.

A Phrygian Kicker,
Midas found all he touched turned te gold,

" AT ol UG, v TN i, T

“Why ocouldn's it bave beea radium!” be
et h
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POLITICAL CONVENTIONS.

|
ilr. Lincoin's Opposition te Thelr Intre-
duction Into (llinels.

To Tur Enivor or Tue SuNn—8ir: The
Itorial article of February 12 entitled

| ea

What welcome, what hospitality, what
place eor Influence would thers be for
Abraham Lincoln In this country that wor- |
ships him for the most part Ignorantiy?
He was boomed adroitly In Illinols and
| Anally neminated in the Chicago national
| convention of 1880 by “deals’ promises,
||ho claversst manipulating. If he revisited
|the glimpees of the moen he would find
| Presidential primaries In the politionl Incu-
'hnlou. State conventions and natienal eon-
ventions regarded as evils to be abolished
’Il’ld Instruments of Satan.

The last sentence Implies that Mr. LAn-
leoln looked upon political conventions
with favor. If the “Life of Abraham
Lincoin" by Miss 1da M. Tarbell la cor-
rect upon this point your sssumption is
erroneous. This book wstates (Vol. 1,
|P- 128):

The abeorbing toplc of the winter (1088
#4), however, and the one In which Lin-
coln was chiefly cencerned, was the threat-
ened naturalisation of the convention ays-
tem In Ililnols. Up to this time candidates
for ofMce In the United States had generally
 mominated themselves as we have seen Lin-
coln doing.. * * * Along with the Pres-
fdential convention came the machine, an
organization of all those who belonged to a
party, Intended to seoure unity of effort
® & * The Whigs Lincoln ameng them.
violently opposed the new scheme.

In March, 1832, Lincoln announced
himself as a candidate for the General
Assembly of Ilitnols. *“The only pre-
liminary expected of a candidate for the
Legislature of lllinols at that date,” says
Miss Tarbell, “was an announcement
| stating his ‘sentiments with regard to
|local affairs.'” Lincoln made this an-
| nouncement by means of a circular com-
posed of about two thousand words.

Speaking of the convention system, the
book quoted says:

The efMicacy of the new method was so
apparent, however, that, let the Whige
preach as they would, It was rapidly sdopted

We have seen that the Institution of
political conventions did not have Mr.
Lincoin's approval, but that this innova-
tion was adopted against his protest.

Seeing what a potent source of the
perpetuation of corrupt power these con-
ventlons have become since Lincoln's
public career began, have wa any war-
rant for belleving that were he lving
now the position he took In 1835 would
be altered? ELver H. YounvaMman,

New Yorx, February 16,

VOCATIONAL TRAINING.

Some Excellent Ncheols That Are Sup-
perted by ‘‘Real Weorkers."''

To THN Eprror or THE BUN—8ir: William
Gill In his recent letter to THE Bux |llus-
trates afresh the truthfuiness of the serip-
tural text that “a prophet !s not without
honor save in his own country.” Writing
from Dorchester, Mass, he says that he
“has yet to find vocational tralning ad-
vocated by real workers in the trades and
Aotual users of tools.” If Mr. Gill will
take & car and go down to 20 Parmenter
otreet, Boston, only a very short distunce
from his home, he will ind an institution,
row about fourteen vears old, called the
Bchool of Printing. It 1s one of the very
best of the many trade schools In
this country, and has at its head a man
who has given vocational tralning an
especial study, Samuel F. Hubbard., This
echool was established and has been
carried on all these years by workers in
the printing trade.

Here In New York we have the Hudson
Guild, a comparatively new [nstitution
for the training of youth. This, too, has
a printing school. It Is not only indorsed
by the workers at that trade but Is
supported by the joimt contributions of
the employers und the unions, “Big Six"
contributing $2,000 toward Its support
for this current year and the employers
a similar amount. This is a unique in-
stitution in that It finds both employer
and trade uniondst working harmoniously
to further the development of skilled
labor, Tt also gives the lle to the fre-
quent assertion that unionists won't let
the American boy learn a trade. They
will, but they want him to learn it under
proper supervision.

Indlanapolis has a mschoo! of tralning
in the same voeation, malntalned by work-
ers in that trade, s0 has Chicago in the
Lakeside Press, while the shop schools
of the General Electric Company's works
at Lynn, Mass, and Schenectady, N. Y,
are noted for the!r excellence. The New
York Trade School i an old institution,
founded under private auspices It I8 true,
but with a splendid record for tralning
young men !n a diversity of trades.

1 could enumerate many other excellent
vocational schools, but the above should
be suffalent to enlighten Mr. Gl and
to convince him that vocational education
has the support of “real workers in the
trades.” Joun F. McCase.

BrookLYN, February 14.

THE REFORMER.

Semewhat Vielent Wishes of a Friend
of Dancing and Fun.

To e Epitor or THE BUN—Hir. A re-
former is one who, because he does not
care for dancing or any of the other recre-
ations most people enjoy, strives to pre-
vent others from enjoying themselves as
they mea fit, arnd to ton !t all credence is
given to theso spineless imbeciles and peo-
ple really fear to do things they enjoy for
fear of belng censured,

What business is it of any one's If 1
want to dance or enjoy myself in any way
1 see 11it? The reformer will say that he
in looking out for my welfare, both phys.
leally and morally, but it him not
worry and think of others as long as his
own little narrow mind is at ease regard-
ing his own salvation,

I sigh with Nero, “Oh, if thess reform-
ers had but one neck!" I could throt-
tle them Into perdition with one operation.
this country would really be the land of
the free. MR

New York, February 14.

‘“Peter Wilkine."'

To TRE EpiTor oF THE BUN—S8ir; Mra
Inea Haynea Glllmore, writlng of her
book “Angel Island” In THE BUN, says:
“When I came to write ‘Angel Island' I
borrowed & leaf from these two masters,”
Defoe and Swift Bhe omits to men-
tion that she borrowed also from Kobert
Paltock, author of that curious book
“Tha Life and Adventures of Deter
Wilkine and the Flylng Woman," pub-
lished by Dodsley In 1780, and re-
published a number of times since then.
It s found frequently In cataloguea of
dealers In old books. I have a copy
mymself,

Any one curlous on the subject will ind
an account of it In any cyclopedia of
English lterature, The Dictionary of
English  Literature by W. Davenport
Adums, published by Cassell and Com-
pany, has a full account of the book In
the article “Peter Wilkine"; also Lalgh

Hunt in "The Heer." ALTA.
CiNCINNATI, Ohlo, February 12,
Comrades,
To THRE EmiTom oF Tur SoN—Sir: T have

always supposed that cheese went all right
with any wsort of ple, but Deacon Todd of
Middie Huddam tells me that the only ple
that cheege ought to Le euten with le apple,
Can that Le correctt Pin Loves,
Minprerows, Conn, February 14

The Mathematiclan,
Frowm the Washington Star
Father's looking very solemu
Pute down fgures lu o column;
Adde "em up and tries again
An he weurs & look of paln
Everybody stands and
While his language oft
A¥ he madly plods along,
Getting every answer wrong'

Hour by hour he keaps on trying
All Lils brain and nerve applying
To the sume he has to do—
Tears "ein up and siaris anew,
Is he -onriu.! Well, rather!
Do mot bother dear old father,

Bhut your ear d
Leave Ir- to ‘I:“luo‘:: :&“ b‘:u

h

PANANMA CANAL TOLLS.

British Contention Against the Manner,
Not the Fact, of Constwise Exemption,

To rie Eorron or THe Sun—§8ir: About
coastwise exemption there |s at bottom no

dispute between the Americans and the

English, although at top the dispute is
bitter. It may be that on both sides many
talk too loud to hear themselves really
think, let alons to bé able really to hear
what the other side ||| saying. The matter
is In truth very slmple.

The British complaint is put plsinly
enough In tha British note of November,
two years ago, as follows:

Unlass the whole volume of shipping
which passes through the canal, and which
benefits all squally by Ite services, s taken
Into mccount, thera are no means of de-
termining whether the tolls chargeabls upon
& vessel represent that vessel's falr propor-
tion of the current expenditure properly
chargeable against the eanal.

Thelr complaint becomes nil, if In our
adding up of the gross receipts yearly as
& basls for computing from time to time
the proper toll stipulated for in the treaty,
we indeed let “the whole volume of ship-

ing which passes through the canal"
ncluding thus the coastwise tonnage, be
“taken Into account” ; this for computation
only and by no means for collection.

It Is not hard to understand that the
British do not care a stiver whether the
Ameriean Government collects the coast-
wise toll, or does not collect It, or collects
it and throws it into the ocean. All the
British ask !s that the toll taken from
British vessels should be made no greater
in consequence of any dispositions made
by us in respect of coastwise tonnage.
If the coastwise tonnage in transit goes
Into the computation of the just and squi-
table toll guaranteed by the treaty the
actual passing of coastwise money into
the hands of our Government g a matter
of indifference to the British.

l.est for one reason or another the
natura of thelr complaint should be mis-
taken, they state the nature of It re-
peatedly In two sentences which follow
the paragraph above quoted from the
November note. In those sentences It Ia
not exemption from an actual payment of
the toll to which they ohject, but exemp-
tion “In such a way that no recelpts from
such ships are taken Into account” 1In
that case they say there would be “no
guarantee that the vessels upon which
tolla are being levied are not being made
to bear more than their falr share™

The next sentence after that makes
“demand * * * that all  vessels, * ¢ ¢
whatever thelr flag or thelr character,
shall be taken into account.”

8o far, then, as concerns the British the
trouble can be ended by meraly amending
the offensive provision through adding as
follows In Itallcs:

No tolls shall be levied upon vessels en-
gaged in the coastwise trade of the United
States in (he sense of their being actually
collacted; but the tonnage of all such vessels
shall be measurad and Wie tolls assessable
theraon shall bLe taken into account as if
they were received income of the ranal in the
same manner as though collected.

There I8 no doubt that exemption is a
subsidy, but the British expressiy declare
that they do not question our right to
grunt subsidies; they only say that we
are debarred from granting a subsidy in
such & way as to impose an unfalr share
of the burden, or create a discrimination,
or otherwise prejudice British rights

To ourselves, however, an amendment
by itself would not be satisfactory, If
the act makes no provision to protect us
as well agalnst those damnahble fraude
which some of our own undesirable citi-
zens may uttempt to practise upon the
canal revenues, these revenues may suf-
fer greatiy. In case |t I8 our meaning
that genuine constwise shipping shall be

benefited and this only, then the act
should contain definitions and preseribe
strict  limitations, particularly as to

cargo; and those owners who by trans-
shipment, &c., evade payment ‘should get
such fine and such imprisonment, us
should wlso their agents and co-consplra-
tors, that these offences would be very
rare, British and other forelgners con-
spiring with our own citizens to defraud
the canal revenue should be reached in
punishment as far as possible, even if
only by conflecation of the cargo. As for
Hritlsh ship owners suffering by unfalr
competition through constwise exemption,
there Is something, not much, In this
Here the matter would lle between Brit-
ish ship owners and Hritish cargo owners,
British sh!p owners may suffer to some
extent, but the British cargo owner geta a
benefit. The reason why 8, by deducting
the tolls the United States denotes the
toll money “Subsidy” can be spelled out
e-X-8-m-p-t-j-0-n In the primary schouls
of economics, but the boy deserves a
flogging. There I8 not the slightest differ-
ence between a subsily express and the
tacit subsidy of exemption. A British
cargo owner can get some or all of the
benefit of the subsidy and thus a larger
margin of profit The skipper can in-
deed complain: his voyuge s shortened by
a transshipment But the cxporter can

pay him ligher, because .the United
States (s Indirectly paying the exporter
a subsidy, even when he Is British. 1

have sald before and I say it aguin, that
there ix no opera bouffe po amusing as
the politics of subsidies and exemptions
Apparently it s because the Hritish
have notl wseen that it ls quite as much
for our own sakes, for the sake of our
revenue, as for the sake of Justice to them
that we would certainly crygsh out fraud
In respect to coastwise traffic, either In
the vessel or in the cargo. If they ses
It now, or can be made 1o sea (1, the
trouble i= over: or If not, why should
they not be content with a4 mere amend-
ment, if they at the same time reserve an
excepllon till they gea how the amendment
works In  practice? This Iast indeed
would benefit us, because the reservation
would help to keep us on the lookout
agalnst evasions, all of which would hurt
us more than they can hurt the British.
To such un ending of the dispute the
pronouncement of the Baltimore conven-
tlon In favor of coastwise exemption is
least of all an obstacle. Every just per.
son should, in Interpreting and applying
this “plank,” treat it precisely as a just
Judge treats In his judgment a contract
of which the meaning I8 disputed between
parties. Everything that is doubtful In
it, or that bears two constructions, he will
construe Invariably toward the good, and
if some provision might to another seem
perhaps rather to intend !njustice, ha will
mike it mean what is just, If he can do
this without violuting the letter of the

agreement. Is there one member of that
convention ready now to stand up and
declare openly that in voting this “plank' |
he Interpreted it to mean thut coustwise
shipping, besides belng exempted from
actual puyment, should he =0 hugger-

muggered In  the ecomputations that 1t
would not be counted in the making up
of the nmount which ought to be asseseed
upon forelgn vessels as thelr Just share
of the expense of the undertaking?
There may be one or more such, but 1
think the majority of the members will
declare that although the detulls of the
mode and wanner of the exemption had
not yet been thoroughly thought out,

the intent was shinply to 1t the burden |

from the American  constwis
of whom Is guaranteed an equal treatment
with ourselves. Tt would bhe u very bad
thing, either If the purty were disrupted
by this lssue, or If the unapeakabla dis-
grace of seeming desirous to chegt the
forelgners should be cast upon us by
fallure to secure a repesl of this pro-
vision, when relief through a mere amend-
ment such as Is proposed above would
have been procurable and would have baen
assented to by almost every one,
MansTON Nives,
ToraHaM, Me., February 14

Semething Light and Humoereus.

To THE EDToR oF THe Hos—Sir What
should be done to the man who on & day
when the thermometar |e 18 degrees below
zero slope you to say, ""Hather chilly to-
day, hey!"” Neungs,

Urica, February 14

A Speech kFrom the Threne,
The King was In his counting house count-
ing up his money.

“But I'll be hornswoggled If 1 can make |
out my Incems tax statement,” he exclaimed, l

uwner, |
without fraud upon the forelgners, to wll

BRITT FAYORS PUBLI(
- BUILDINGS FOR POLLS

I]{eld of Eleetion Board Wapt,
Legislation Authoriz-
ing Change.

URGES STATE MEASURy

Suggests Use of Court Mouse
and Armories as Wel)
as Schools,

J. G, Britt, president of the | o
Elections, Ilssued a statement yesterd,
arguing for Btate legisiation that wiy,
provide for the use of publle build g
| not only In this city but through
! Btate for electlon purposes 1, ks
that the return to the schoolhouss as thy
centre of political activity would s g
splendid thing.

Mr. Britt Is apparently angersd by
statementa In newspapers (0 Lhe effagy
that the Board of Educatlon has sane
tioned the use of public schools as poliing
places. He says that something mors
than mere sanction must be obtained
that legisiation |8 necessary,

“We already have insisted that legly
latlon is necessary,” he say= In his state.
ment. “We never have been opposed to
the use of public bulldings and pubiic
pchools as poliing places, and let it
noted that the Board of Elections now
tukes Inftlative in that matter,

Wante Action by Legislature,

“Our position {8 just this: Before using
any publle bullding for a polling plase
we deem It only prudent to have the
rights of this board definitely set forth
by statute, so that we may not be nieraly
occupying space on toleration and subjest
to caprice or notions of a department
head or subordinate thereof. It seems w
us that if the matter Is wortn going iute
at all the proper etep would be w
have the Legislature amend ths law 1
as to give us the absolute right to taks
possession of space iIn public bulldings
for the proper discharge of our duties and
also provide that any and all ofcials
must aid this board In the matter of
detalls,

“This would be simply In kesping with
section 198 of the election law, whien
states in detall the manner in wh
PPolice Commissloner must cooperut
this board In the performance
dutles. Another and rather scrious ques
tlon arises which It s well to cors der
Kection 177 of the election law reg
that the public copy of registrutio:
be left in a prominent positiog
place of reglstration from the
of registration until election day |
at all reasonable times be open to pul
fnrpection and for making coples there

“Who is golng o take cars of t

lle copy? WIIl the Pollice Commistioner
detail a policeman to safeguard the =qo0e
or will this duty devolve upon t! t

of the public bullding? The stutur
quires that this copy be

i .
voters at all reasonable times for the [ ure

*

pose of making coples thereol, The quese
tion 18 one which affects ot e "
public school syetem but every otl i

le buflding in this elty,

Suguests Use of Court Houses,

“For Instance: Why not use the
house in the Borough of Manhut
cated In West Fifty-fourth stre
#eems 10 me that there ls plenty
space there for a polling place. How
the court house in East Fifty-s
stree«t” How about the armories
continue to recite instances of mar
bulldings throughout the city.

“Speaking personally for myself, 1
that this i# a question which goes |
the confines of New York city
large idea ; we wish to be the pio
the movement, which should beco e =t
wide, 1 hope that this idea will be cranteld
Into a genern) statewlde umendment ¢
election law =0 that all the pulbll
ings in the Btate of New York wil!
whera avallable as polling p
iden {8 n good one.

“Time was when In the carl
thia country, especiully in the New bog
land States, the schoolhouss wus t @
tre of every public guthering und den
stration. The return to these cary i
1 have no doubt, will make for the u
ening of local civie pride, end urnder 0
most favorable surroundings
telligent wolution of the great public
tlons which the electorate Is «
called to puss upon.”

a
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PAGEANT ARTISTS MEET HI R

Masters of Feativals Confer With
Columbia Inatitute,

Pageant masters and

parts of the country will be preses!

artists f

Saturday when the American
Arsoclation begine a three da) !

us the guests of the Columbia ! craity
Institute of Arts and Sclend T e
urday and Monday sesslons will '«
Havemeyer Hall, Columbin 1
and that of Sunday at the Chu
Messlah, where T. Tertius N :
master of York Minster, England, »
the triumph music from the Vagea
York, of which Louls N, Parker,
wright, was master,

In connection with the confers
will be an exhibition of pageant
| In the Avery library.
| Among those who will tuke ru
jconference are John W, Alexy
:palnto'; Percy MacKave, who
Bird Masque Sanctuary”: I'r
| Baker of Harvard Unlvers!t
Wood Btevens, director of tne
ment of drama In the Curnew s |
at Plttwburg: Dr. George |
fam Chauncy Lanmdon, wi
have made vivid (i ‘
new  country life,
Edwards, viear of
York, who conslders

w
(1

L ane

vals eswentialm In churcn w
John Havnes Holmes

the Sunday sesslon w li
Langdon, the Aluskun
will il of @ Christnias
fformed by the Indlans of A
Farwell, the composer = M -
Beegle, director of phys

' Barpard and of the =
school at Dartmouth Co
|ence Fleming Noyes, w.

churacter of Justice In tis
eant on the Treasury steps
John Collier of the 1'e
Ellls P. Oberholtzer, the must
delphla’s two great pakvul
1912 Willlam E. Bohy
Culture Sehiool, and Johin 7
the Irlsh pageant

ts 0

HEMORIALTOTYITANIC'S Do ol

Fand Ralsed by Dr, O'Langhbiiv®
Frienda Goes to Hoapital

‘ A memorial fund ralsed by fro

the late Dr. Willilam Franos N
O'Luughlin, surgeon of the Tito
|1ner!uhed with his ship, will be prec
i tosday to S5t Vineent's Hosplital

Dr. O'Laughlin was a frequent
at the hospital, where emerg.ncs
from most of the eteamship
taken.

The fund will be used for remod. . -
and equipping the emergency departn
where & tablet in memory of
O'Laughlin will be placed.
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