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AMERICAN DRUG PROBLEM A CONTINENT WIDE PERIL

Recruits of Narcotism Estimated to Number Scores ot
Thousands Yearly—National and State
“Laws to Fight the Evil

On account of the wide interest
aroused by the artick “The Drug
Terror” published in this gection of
Tue SBux on Feb 16 the followiag
by a wel known author on the
growth of the discase is timely and
intereating .

By JEANNETTE MARRKY,
Aunthor of “Leviathan,'
HE American drug problem is
continent-wide, for it goes as
far west as It reaches east,
and it travels almost as far
north—not quite—as it does south,
From Canada to Mexico narcotism is a
disease recrulting itg victims by scores
of thousands each year, supplying the
empty ranks of those who die and roll-
Ing up an increase in numbers annually.

Although in general practice all re-
lable medical men use lesg and less
oplum and less and less of every form
of narcotic drug, yet the disease grows,
The Federal Department of Agriculture
lssues bulleting of exceptional value
as for example, Farmers' DBulletin
the Department piles up figures. warns,
seeks 1o educate, is instrumental in
passing laws, yvel the strange disease
grows., Temperence organizations, in
which thousands of men and women
give their lives to the work, publish
pamphlets and leaflets at  great
pense, furnish public speakers
lish instruction, yet the
Here is the pestilence that
In darkness and the destruction
wasteth at noonday,
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this destruction is the apparent
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mothers and bables. children and the
aged get, often without even knowing
what they are taking, drugs which en-
elave and kill.

On every side is heard the exclama-
tion, “Oh, the indifference of the pub-
lie!" The public? Who is the public
anyway if not made up of you and me
and some others more or less like our-
selves? Those of us who say "l have
a strong will and can quit anything
when I want to!"” do not know that we
are only repeating the most oft re-

druge and the general public we have
much to do, for we are of that general
public In all ite weal and all its woe.
Ignorance as complete as that which
while it holds alcohol or drugs or both
in one hand ready for imbibition and
lifte the other to emphasize the sov-
ereignty of the narcotized will is the
ignorance which does not believe that
any peril at all hangs over the public.
The DBureau of Chemistry of the
United States Department of Agricul-

drug Into the country; although, to ef-
fect this object, it, has been deemed

necessary to Investigate the matter
thoroughly In all its phases,
“Our operations have been based

principally on the following Unlited
Htates statutes:

“1, The act of February 9 1909, by
which it is made unlawful to import
opilum for other than medicinal pur-
poses,

“2, The act of October 1, 1800, which
in effect makes it a crime for any per-
son to manufacture oplum,

“By virtue of Treasury regulations
based on the former act, importers
tonly) are required to keep a correci
record of all oplum Imported by them,
together with the disposition they make
of same, which records are open to in-
spection at all times, This, ‘together

Despite Expensive Campaigns to Educate the Public the
Strange Disease Grows—More Than 4,000,000
Drug Addicts in the United States

States where oplum is permitted to be
entered, should serve as an effective
check on the lllegal traffic in the drug.”

There are reasons why the assertions
of those not conversant with statistics
regarding the drug situation are not so
crassly stupid as they would sometimes
seem. In the first place the average
individual shrinks back with horror at
the very thought of becoming a drug

addict. To his mind such a possibility
Is impossible, The whole subject is re-
pellent,

the newspapers will reveal that those
barometers of the public life are not
registering any “set fair" weather for
the drug problem. Very appalling are
their records of drug havoc from the
highest in the social and official scale
to those lowest in the cocaine world
of a New York tenderloin. in the fifty
yvears since the civil war and its shock
to national nerve centres, in the years
of flooding immigration, In the years of
ruthless material progress, a problem

which to begin with was no bigger than

When the Proud Peacock Is Aroused Feathers Fly—Remarkable
Snapshots of a Barnyard Battle Between Two of the Birds

water fountain, you caught a cold,
take something., What shall we give
the baby”? I'aregoric or some sooth-

Ing syrup-—say, parcgoric.

We use Blank's extracts for our pud-
dings—Blank has a very fine reputa-
tion for vanilla and Jemon flavoring.

The lemon meringue pie was fine, so
his paregoric must be equally fine. We
send to the grocer's—no, no, we don't
need to take the trouble to go to the
drug store, for in America people can
get opium in any place at any time

except in three or four fortunate States
of the Union—and we a bottle of
Blank's paregoric, compounded in the
prohibition State of Maine.

By this time the baly is making a
good deal of noice—no doubt the noon
Junch of doughnuts did not agree with |
it—and we gaze anxiously at the wrap- |
per and read: !

buy

DLANK'S
Pure [
IPAREGORIC |
Contains P'o. Opium 2 g
47 per cent. Alcohol to oz |
A sovereign Remedy to quiet Pain -ndr
produce Sleep. Infants and  Children !
teething or with Stomach Paink, Diar- |
rheea, &c. It is highly recommended

Propared by
BLANK & HMLaxkg Co |
Manufacturing Chemists

Portland, M«

Blank's P'ure Extracts nre
of the leading Hotelg and Cafes jn the
eountry from whom they have the high-
oot recommendations |

used by some

Then we shake the hottle up, pour
out a liberal dose of oplum and aleohol |
for baby and haby bahy

the whole bottle and it might stop for- |
ever. But when baby wakes up from
its drugged sleep it begins 1o cry. Baby

wants more of the incomparable flavor.

dng extract. It follows, therefore, that

baby must have more, Now, when u.--!
baby Is ill it is very intelligent to dose |
it with opium, which makes a slave ou:
of a Chinaman and a degenerate addicl
out of the average North American’

stops Give

It has been hot in the factory or the |
office and at noonday we will go out and
have something at the fountain. So w.

go gayly trooping to that pleasant place

and there we take our daily rousing
dose of caffeine in one compound or ou
cocalne In another, enough in either,
case to kill an animal outright if the
caffeine or the cocaine were injected |
directly into the hlood, O we ask for

a headache powder and an acetanilid is
mixed up in a glass of soda and we
drink it '

1t Is an admirable drug store run I-\'1‘
s capital druggist who doesn’t lead a !
double life because he
He doesn't have to because he
whole drug supply under
He has been taking morphine for eigh-
teen years—1 am giving an actual and
not even an exceptional instance-—and
he & now taking twenty grains of mor-
phine a day. His |s a big business and
he is a good business man. He might
be called an “ethical druggist . and in
his own heart no doubt he thinks of
himself as such, At least he is “near-
ethical”; that is, compounds his pre-
scriptions carefully, owes no man any-
thing and does not greatly overcharge.

He does most of the delicate prescrip-
tion work himself. The public has no
occasion to think of his addiction. He
has never decelved because he has never
had to, and not because opium does not
make llars out of men and women., He
bas the confidence of the public which
goes o his pharmacy and does not
know that he is an addict. Also it does
sot know that he, llke Lord Hardinge,
looks upon the julce of the poppy as a
positive benefactor of the human race
and that he liberally includes other nar-
cotics as well as the one he himself
takes in the general benefaction,

By that method of reasoning of which
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The duel at its height,
Top The rival comes on the scene.
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peated of the drunkard's and the drug

| addict’s phrases—the one he is still re-

peating as he steps into the grave.

The idea is a good one to plant, this
idea of the power of the human will;
is planted in the
wrong locality geographically and under
| conditions which make growth impos-
| sible. Now the attitude which this pet
'|nl|rum- of narcomania represents be-
| fore and after the public drugs and
drinks itself into senility is ignorance.
The percentage of precocious degener-
ates is small, the percentage of degener-
ates resulting from ignorance is large.

I spent one afternoon in studyving the
inmates of one of the largest and best

known New England asylums, With
the superintendent I went through

ward after ward, and from the front
door to the back door saw all told about
000 insane people,

In one of the pauses of that sad jour-
ney I said, “This institution is a monu.
ment, i8 it not, to heredity and drink 7"

“Precisely,” he replied in his quiet,
even volce; “to heredity and drink.
But,” he continued, “you must remems-
ber that the people who are here divide
themselves up into three well marked
classes, First, there are the people who
would have been here anyway: second,
those who If their circumstances had
been a little better and easier would
have kept in good condition; and, third,
there are those who get here because
of accidents over which they have no
control.”

There Is then only one class of ine
mates for whom asylums are neces-
sarily erected in our land, or in any land
for that matter, The other two-thirds,
or at least two classes, are there largely
because poverty is what it is, and be-
cause we sel so alight a value on human
life.
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ture gives figures which, once read, will
shock the most indifferent or the most
ignorant into respectful attention Bo
also does Senate Document No.o 377,
During the last forty years the amount
of opium imported into the United
Btates has doubled,
cent, of the opium imported is used for
illegitimate purposes

The average importation per annum
has been over 400,000 pounds of opium.
All legitimate needs could be satisfied
with (0,000 pounds, Estimating the
population roughly at $0,000,000, Italy
with a population only one-third this
number uses only 6.000 pounds per an-
num, Germany with a population of
about 60,000,000 Imports only 17,000
pounds, Austrla-Hungary with a popu-
lation of about 46,000,000 uses some
3,000 to 4,000 pounds per annum.

In all these instances natlonal laws
regulate the prescribing of habit form-

ing drugs. Benate Document No. 377
says: "Owing to efficlent Government

regulation and the good sense of the
people they [the countries cited] are
not confronted with the problem that
confronts us to-day.”

Sufficiently alarming, is it not? Every
week In the newspapers we read of at-
tempta—too often successful-4on the
part of some allens, equally undesirable
to Canada and the United States and
usually yellow in color, to smuggle
opium. In the Unlted Btates alone there
are somewhere in the neighborhood of
4,000,000 drug habitues. As one con-
templates these figures, the quotation
which I give from a letter written to
me by the Burveyor of one of the larg-
est ports in the 1Tnited Btates will he
of Interest:

“I might say by way of explanation
that the activitlies of this department
are directed chiefly with a view to the
prevention of the smuggling of this

From S0 to 90 per |

with our own records (on file in the
Custom  Housedr of all importations
enables us to keep advised of the total
amount of apinm lawfully imported into
the coun ry and of its disposition, in
the frst instance, by the importers,

“After it has passed from their hands,
however, no further record I8 by law
required of future purchasers, whether
wholesalers, retailers or others. ‘This
militates, of course, agalns+s a proper
supervision, and we are compelled at
times  to have recourse to the State
law  which provides that all sales of
poison tunder which head oplum comes)
be recorded, and further, that all con-
tainers thereof be plainly marked with
description of contents—as well as with
antidote for same.

“Although, as yvou will understand,
we have other sources of information
of a confidential nature, by means of
the above records we are able to trace
the quantity of oplum in the hands of
the various purchasers, and as the
amount required in the course of an
ordinary drugglst's business 8 known
to us (averaging less than a pound a
month, in the case of one of the largest
drug concerns in New England), our
suspiclong are naturally aroused when
we find a druggist exceeding the known
requirements in this regard,

“No doubt in this buslness, as (n
o‘hers, accounts may he falsified by
druggists and fraud practised by a cer-
tain class of doctors, bu! this can be
obviated, or at least minimized, in my
opinion, by making the present law
more comprehensive, so as to compel all
persons or concerns engaged In any
way in the importation, sale, distribu-
tion or manufacture ¢of this drug (or
any of its derivalives) Lo keep a proper
record thereof, open at a times to the
Inapection of Qovernment officlals

“This, together with proper coopera-
tion on the pant of Government oM.
clals st the twelve ports in the United

Then, unlike drinking, which is &
social vice, at least in the Western con-
tinents, drug taking is a secret vice and
nligns  itself with those unnamable
vices of the underworld on whose fear-
ful borderland all drug taking lies.
This to thousands and thousands of ad-
dicts of good social standing, living
lives of misery, is a daily and nightly
thought of anguish—that they who
despise the horrors of that underworld
should nevertheless be upon its verge
and drawn ever nearer and nearer to its
lurid sins and utter degeneracy. For
the drug addict sees quite well the
nethermost place toward which his own
slavery is dragging him.

And finally the end to which by his
habits every drug addict beckons is a
speedy one, Cocaine, morphine, opium,
kill and kill quickly. Their pleasures
and pains, their attempted self-excul-
pation and Inevitable convictions of sin,
their ashen triumphs and bitter defeats,
all span brief and terrible years. Happy
the victim whose secret dies with him!
For the addict such secrecy, such final
oblivion, I8 the only Ultima Thule of his
Inappeasable agony of mind. And in
this respect both fate and friends are
kind. Buch secrets do usually die with
those whom a merciful death sets free
and a more merciful Creator receives,
Bo it happens that silence, death and
the money invested in unfcrupulous
drug interests conspire to keep the pub-
lic at large aingularly ignorant of the
peril which hangs over our great West-
ern  continent like the saword of
Damocles, but suspended by a thread
still more slender.

Here and there are evidences of
awakening on the part of the American
people to the peri! which hangs over
us; the Towa laws are good, and to
cite a single olty, Duluih, with the help
of Dr. Wiley and Dr. Goler, bas drafted
excellent ordinances.

Even the most casual investigation of

& man's hand hags rolled itself up with

reborn again, purged “with hyesgp,
washed until it is whiter than snow, yq.
til the broken hopes learn to rejoje
until the face of its sin Is hidden from |
and a right spirit renewed witiin 1, 4
is useless to tell such a victim 1, ¢
without the drug he craves.

Is it llkely that any ratlonal
self-loving human being whose ratjop
ality may not be his strongest .y
would if he understood the interminn),
present and the hopeless futur: f th,
drug addlct dellberately take . gap,
form whatsoever drugs which Lind 1
living death?

What Undertakers Endure

VER near Ozone Park there i« 4
undertaker whose first name
‘John and whose nam

rhymes with Ray. He {8 accounted
philosopher among funeral drector

F any

last

the brain receptacles of neighborh .,
listeners are treasured highly. R«
he had this to say about his Lusiness
“When a man decides to becom:
undertaker It Is the same as if h
taken holy orders, He has burned
life bridges behind him. There |«
use of thinking he can ever becoms
his species again, even though
the business, His fellows romomis
him as a man who has handied
dead and they can't seem to o
a certain feellng abowt |t
“As soon as I went in the
noticed a change. 1
considered of a disposition. 1
fact that was one of the things |
on as being bheneficial in such a =a
Ing. 1 seemed able to
laugh whenever 1 cracked a it
‘T'll work thix nicely and diplomat.
I thought,
mourner.”
‘8o I tried it
first funerails
wry
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‘“The last

humaur

was al a

tried anyth.ng

g sort to relieve the
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maourners wers
with

wl

berea. s
where most of
men who worked
their hands outdoors and woms
a were employved In factories for lon,
ir<. They could afford to lay off on
on the day of the funeral and so the
insisted on sitting up to watch for tu
They p
tioned it off in watches, but finally
went

nights before the interment.

1o sleep on post

“lI bought a bottle of tinctur:
hartshorn and put it under the nos:
e of the dozers, He was glad he w
wakened, but when [ suggested i
the b : on all the others so that |
might have company in his lonely v
he upbraided me llke a pickpocks
Called me calloused and all that H
buried three of his family during
next four years, but I never go
chance at either job. S0 you see
can’t get out of the solemn visaged 14
that awaits you when you choose vo
dark garbed calling

“Friends of my wife warned her
fore marriage that she was practica
burying herself twice in the one lif
time—first when she married an unider
taker and next when her husband la

her in her grave. She was told to |
good-by to pleasure of any sort =
was warned that if 1 overcharged

family of any dead person 1 bur
deceased would come to our beds
haunt us. It was farewell to dane
to song, to the theatre, and in
was one long, dismal, crap.
eXistence.
“I've found some

really want to shake

folks wha dulr
hands with n

Used to be good friends of mine
[ T went in the husiness. They didi
exactly shudder, but—well, kn

that drawing away movem.
Were carrying®the plague aronnd wit
you. I've had to give up mn

club, my singing soclety and oven n
political association. T found that wihet
ever I attended T was bound to tind n
self standing or sitting alone afier
few minutes The women espe
were leary of me I know 1 !
changed myself, but my husiness
changed the feeling toward mo

as if )

cyclonic force and is now rushing down

upon us—an engine of most terrible
destruction. No national vitality is so
great that if this peril rush on un-

chacked it can he withstood,

Dr. Kebler in Farmers Bulletin 393
makes a sixfold suggestion for the edu-
cation and protection of the public
which is simple and comprehensive and
which can be reduced five points;
(1) Educationa (2) the enactment of
preventive laws, (3) permanent records
of all sales open to oMcial Inspection,
4) glving power 1o State hoards to
withdraw the licenses of physlcians and
druggists whao preseribe or sell habit
forming drugs illegitimately and 5)
the control of interstate commerce,

The second, third, fourth and fifth of
these points are all expressed in bill
H. R. 6252, introduced by Francis Bur-
ton Harrison of New York, now Gov-
ernor-General of the Philippines, at the
first session of the Sixty-third Congress
and to become, every lover of humanity
must hope, law in the year 1914, Of
this uncommonly strong bill section 8
would seem to be the only weak point:
some may well fear that it will prove
the preverbial hole In the dike. Ac-
cess to two grainsg of oplum to the Auld
ounce in any preparation Is sufficlent to
start a habit that will Inevitably find
underground means for satlsfying Ity
craving.

An eminent psychologist puts in a
letter to me a fact which we cannot tou
often stop to meditate upon:

“You will not seldom find slaves of
the morphine habit who have the very
best intentions and who fight herofcally
and yet who are unable to overcome a
craving stronger than any other vital
instinet."

Create that instinct with all its en-
tailed disturbances of the whole humans

“.

organism and until the body has beea

“Once In a while T feel liks
vacation and cutting up o
I can’'t do it in my husiness |
ta preserve decorum.  Manv o
] myself in my high
and feel 1I'd relish
hitting it with a snowhall
of the mourners at the sam.
got about fifteen of
high jinks In me. T ecan't
I'd never get another job
“And know it
have yvour family
muech either I tell miy
and the children go to
to make it a quiet sneak. The
hors  don't  like to see oved
undertaker's family funning it o I
sedate all the time and no excopt

“Why, practice hag made it =o | «

wk at
funerals
andg
tims
Vears

yom =n't
cuttine
Wil whi

the 1l

order a tear to roll out of eithr

right or my left eve, and the o
come down, Yes, slr, me for the 100
when tears are necessary, Thev ot

the proper trimmings for funcrals, an
as the folks wouldn't take my laoe!
in an honest attempt to lighten
sorrow 1 had to practise the opposit
stage effects,

“If you run over to see me at
time, don't try to get off anvthing t!
has a grin in it while there are othor
aroumd. There's two reasons why
mustn't do it. The first i 1 micht
caught in a weak spot and laugh o
way, This  would hurt bu
The other reason (& that if vo
pect to pull a laugh out of me on
funny stuff and I hold myself
cause people are around vou
think you had a right to g
hecause 1 was grouchy. [ don't
that to occur, as the fellows who !
joke with me aind tnhe a joke from o
have thinned down so in number !
I don't want to lose 'em all and he
entircly alone with the undertalo!
curse on me."”
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Chunks of wisdom dropped by him |,




