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T , o Personalities of the

7 h. in an Intimate Pen
by Mirlbeau

the German Emperor

loomin larger than any other man

in e eyes of the world at the mo-Otta-

me it Mirbcau's pen por-- f

trai' him becomes of unusual

interest. It "'.is published in the

"Amtman Magazine" two years

no .tnd ii here reproduced in full
by prtmission of the editor of the

mat,
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I' deals with Wllllaiu'.s tlrst act
r ty.
"a with, you probably already

r the feverish anvlcly he showed
son of the heir apparent ho

watched the prnKrcss of his father's Ill-

ness at San Keiiin while the old Brand-fath- er

was slowly petrifying nn the
throne. Vim have heard tun of his par-
ricidal fever during the hundred days
relKii of his poor cancerous father Krtsl-cric- k.

Ah, William had escaped his
parent Iomk before that time. Itlsmnrek
had Kot him away from them: nn
easy Kaine for the ntd diplomat In whom
ferocious enerity nnd supreme ciiiiiilim
Were blended.

Ulsmarck never enred for the Em-
peror I'rederlek, who he tlimiiiht wished
to chaiiKe the order of thliiKs, n tul as for
the Kmprcss he iibomluateil her because
of her Kiiullsh Ideas and referred to her
us "the slranuer." lie devoted himself
to IliliiiK William with the appetite for
power, tiiiiitht him to criticise very
written and spoken Wold of his father
and to believe that the Iiilluence of his
J'lmlish mother wunnrbmaUartnl and
thereforu daiiKeroTrnPTsinarcIs,
shrewd as he was, could not foresee
how far the oiiii man's love of power
would lead lilin.

The relations between the Kmprcss
Frederick and her son became at last so
bitter that William placed spies about
her een 111 the bedroom of his

father.
Through one of then; spies William

learned of the existence of a Journal
which his father had kept for seine
years. I'lederlek had a taste for writ-lin- t,

and the fact that there was cold-
ness between 111 tn ami his son led Will-
iam to fear tlmt this secret Journ.il
nilitht contain some criticism of his con-

duct. The fear of It haunted him nnd
lie bent all his thoimhts to obtaining
pll.sst Sfloll of It.

The Kmplcss, however, was elevel
enointh to conceal the diary before hel
husband's death. Kindlon tlie surveil-
lance of her son, she sent the paper to
her mother, (Jueeii Vlctorin, or to her
brother, then I'rlnce of Wales - I don't
remember which.

Hardly had his father drawn his last
breath when William, over the dead
body, performed his llwt olllclal act

It was to demand of his widowed
mother the Journal, which he termed n

"memorial."
The Kmprcss felsned lunornnce.

Wllllnm Insisted. He spoke as master.
Blvlnd his mother the order to obey
She persisted III declarlliK that she knew
nothing of the paper. Her son menaced
her brutally with his wrath. To his
dry eyes In r tears were only stratagem. '
Tlie more she resisted the mare deter- -

mined he became. It seemed to him that
the importance of the papers might be
measured by the stubbornness of her
opposition, besides which he was en-

raged that In the tlrst hour of the reign
In- - had so feverishly awaited some one
dared thwart him.

Was not hi mother merely a princess
of the house of which he was the head?
Was she not merely lady Colonel of one
of his regiments? Was she not his
object? Anger drove him stark mud.
"Well," he commanded, purple with

wrath, "you will remain under close ar-

rest until you have obeyed me."
Rlsmarck, arriving at Potsdam two

hours after this, found the palace sur-

rounded by iiiudrons of armed cavalry
The Kmperor. whom lie found still

excited, told the old I'hancellor how he
hail met the disobedience of Ills niotner

Anil she need not expect pity or eon.
slderallon until she has obeed me: he

dared. "Vou understand that, Mr.
Chancellor.' rntll she has oiieyeu me:

The pupil had gone much too far. His- -

innrek saw at once tnni tne nuuooiiei y

uitlniieil might mar the whole of Will
iam's lelgn. Liter III lite, lie sani
used to wonder how he kept from laugh- -

ins In li'n sovereign's face.
What he did was to receive William's

news Willi deferential silence, aim laiei.
when the. Kmperor was calmer, show
him that his course was sure to meet
with general disapproval. There was n
way, he thought, of proceeding much
more rigorously and at tlie mime lime
llleaclously. Why not rather cut

down the Income of the Kmpress? Sus
pend her appanages?

I know her Majesty," sain ine goon
UlMiiarck. "She lias pride. I on
n rest sbo can brave out, accepting it

is a sort of martyrdom: but the money.

Sire. the. money! who can icsisi
money .'

Further he laid tactrut stress upon
the probable representations in i.ng- -

land. "Is it really tins moment, fMre;
Kaiser, becoming nppeascu, ns- -Tho ... . . i im. ..

teiieil to lilsinarcKS counsel. un
arrest of the Kinpiess was reunne.i.
The olllccrs led their cavalry h.ick to
quarters, ami wiiiiam luineu in in-

tention to the details of his father's
o!.M.iules. which he wished to be most
fastidious!

The struggle, between thu Dowagci
Kmprcss and h'-- r son lasteii tor sc- -.

, ....i i ii.. 1...eral montli; six tit icasi. nnmij m- -

Knipcror obtained tlie manuscript aim
th" Kinprc.--s her money.

Was It not a worthy debut. I asK
vou, for an lanpernr, wim, oeninio uih
iif ever attaining the glory of having
made a Ulsmarck, discerneit inai iii"
glory of daring to dismiss nun was tin'
only thing that could be thrown Into
tlie balance?

What did he risk, after till? Her- -

many was already niailo!
And so It comes iiboiit that the I

(ll'lleiideizelt has. In William 11 the
llrst new fashioned Kmperor of (Ser-nian- y;

an Kinpcror of brilliancy and
noise. He squares nimseii niajesu
callv upon the impel nil iiironi and
,',irnei.les spectacularly upon tin Held

of maiucuvrcs.
Ills character Is paradoxical. Some-

times 1 think of him as u good Herman
boy. He has some true friends, too:
Mime of them obscure people, absolutely
disinterested. To hear lilm talk Inti-

mately, without arrogaiiee or pomp, his
body slouching In a low armchair and

his legs crossed high, smoking his pipe
and laughing boisterously, ono can

hardlv realize that lie Is actually the
forinl'ilablo autocrat who terrorizes not
onlv his own country but tlie whole
world with the tumult of his person-
ality.

The Intimate William, son of nil Kng-lls- h

woman, hns In him a good deal
of the young Kngllsh patrician. Though
grnduatul from llonn Instead of Oxford,
be has done III.-"- best to npproxlntnto tile
Kngllsh spurting gentli'iimn. Hut his
Itrltalnlsiu Is loo mixed s It amount
onlv to Anglomania. Ills uncle. King
Kdwiinl, laughs at his pretensions, and
the nephew rages, of course It Is quite
out of the question for him to manage
any sport (hde Von li spoke In n

lower tone) on account of his deformed
arm. Though lie has u thousand Inge- -
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nlous tricks for concealing It, It hai
come to be pretty generally known thnt
one of his aims Ins never developed.
I. onU at him or hU picture, and ou
will sic that he has taken precautions
to prevent Its being seen. The fact
lein.'ilns that, to nil practical purposes,
he Is one armed.

William's cultivation Is extensive lint
igiie. The only thing he knows In a

pnclse nnd detailed fashion Is geo-
graphyfor geography Is commeice.

It was n Joy to argue with him in the
old days on literature, philosophy,
murals anything at nil. lie did not
by any means 'Impose his Ideas upon
us, hut accepted differences of opinion
sensibly. 1 may add that hU Ideas are
usually commonplace. He would Joke
even In the midst of the most lively
controversies, and to his credit be It
said thnt when beaten In nn argument
he never hurled his Imperial crown ut
his adversary's head In onler to come
out ahenil. Forlim he revenged him-
self on his general and his ministers.

In thu last few years he has changed
a good deal. His trembling lit
aspernte him, nnd he grimaces until
one might nlmo.it call It facial ague.
He has formed n habit of snapping his
lingers nnd making- convulsive tuovi --

incuts with his hand when speaking.
Ills laugh, formerly so buoyant, has

a fnls. tune. MkcwL-- o he shows
less tolerance, less kindness toward his
friends. In short, the Kmpcriir I out-
running the man. It ppclls the end of
our friendship.

They said of him at tlrst thai the
opposite of Fenelon he had "a hand of
velvet In a glove of steel." Lately It
hns too often hnppcncd thnt the hand
has hardened, while the glove Is
changed even oftener thnn the uniform.

generations of Imperial Germany
1 attribute these alterations In him

in three principal causes:
Ilia mlschlcfmuklng statecraft.
His sickly condition, which preoc- -

iiiplca him morn than Is believed.
The slow, tenacious Iiilluence of the

Kmprcss,
Tho Kmprcss inllueiices lilm In spite

of himself. She llghis doggedly against
uy ease or comfort at court, and

..anils out grimly for tho hi Iff old feudal
spirit. She Is tho personification of
wrttie, and, ns Is sometimes the case
with aggressively virtuous persons, Is
Mid, rather dull, determined and sec-

tarian, and uncharitable In her esti-
mates of those around her. To me
she Is the most boresoiue person In the
world. .Mind you, I don't Insist upon u
woman's being beautiful; I only ask
that sho be gracious. Morn than to Ids
religious education, more than to what
he considers political neces-ltle- s, Will-la-

II. owes to his wife that sort of ab-

surd piety which often gives Ills dis-

courses a note so conilcnl nnd false.
The Kmnress's regnid for the "pro-

prieties" hns led her to assume the
biiie.iucrntle mission of censoring the
pieces which urn presented nt the
Sctiausplelhniis of llerlln. and T can
assure you thnt she tills the place con-
scientiously, She crosses out without
mercy the word "love" In all manu-
script. It Is a word which sho regards
as highly Improper. Who only tolernte
It In tho dramas of .Schiller and In
French works played nt llm National
Theatre by I'oqiielln. Of course the
awful word when said In French doesn't
so much endanger Herman virtue. If
the Kmprcss Islts a inilseum she
causes nude pictures and statues to be
draped In mlvauie of her anival,

With such conceptions of life, liter-
ature and art, you may Imagine whether
the court Is amusing. Tlie fetes nnd
receptions nt the imlaco are so loaded
with heavy pomp unil ley etiquette as

In ho entirely funereal. Vet all this does
not pievent Intrigue nnd scandal; on
tin- - contrary, there Is no court In
Kuropc which Is more unbi Idled In this
respect, and a nnv one can see they
never succeed 111 hushing mi the scan-
dals.

To animate n court like ours there
should be ut the head of It n woman
possessing that mixture of grace and
bravery which you French call allure.
Allure! I low many princes luck It
and how many workmen sbow It unex-
pectedly I It Is something Incompati-
ble with arrogaucn, somthlng winch
neeommod.itcs Itself to perfect simplic-
ity. The least affectation destroys It.
There must he grandeur with case,
ehnracter, n certain energy and the gift
for alwnys (hiding happy attitudes with-
out Inventing them. Kducatinii may U'
made to serve Instead of n:lure, but It
cannot entirely replace It, Our sweet
old Augusta hud It when on that .Inly
afternoon In '70, conducting William
1. to the station, whence he depirted
for the frontier, she Wept broken-
hearted m the cushions of her gilded
coach, while the crouds acclaimed her.

The Danish princesses who were
brought up so simply ut Copenhagen
and Anuileiihiirg also have allure
both n.igmnr, whom n hard fate made
the wife of n blockhead nnd the mother
of an Imbecile, nnd her sister. Alex-
andra, Impeccably elegant, sweeter and
more rellned thnn Dagmnr, whose sit-

uation as the consort of n high liver
has often been difficult, lloth hnve a
truly imperial grace which never strug-
gles for effect.

List year the Kmpress spent some
weeks at the castle (1f K . To please
her professional conqueror of n litis- -

'

' '

Three --The Kaiser with the
band she determined to make conquest
of the country squires, middle class
people, peasants, workmen and p.Mipers. ,t
She made visits, received them and
spoke as pleasantly ns she could with
the women, children and girls she nut
In the streets and fields. She also del-ug-

the sick with presents and deli-
cacies. And all with what result?

They were only half pleas d with her
efforts. At the end of her stay 1 Imp-penc- il

to question an old woman wh.i
was knitting on her doorstep,

"Well, y u have seen lour Kmprcss
anil hiio nas spoken to you; I suppose
you nro very happy?"

"Oh, yes; oh, yes."
"She'H n good KmpiTss, Isn't she?"
The old woman looked up quizzically,
"What'H the mutter'."' I asked. "Can

you deny that she's a good Kmprcss?"
.fiood? Oh, yes, of course she's K' od;

but Kmpress" sho began to knit
again "Kmpre.s she Is not."

I'll not speak much of Wllllnin's tasto
In art. You know about It. All Kuropc
has been convulsed with Inughter over
it. The livcl'iil?!' fliTtiiiiii I liielilnir ill

jtnsle; llerlln Is n city without tradition
In art. However, It had until recent
years the merit of being n nice largo
provincial town. What little ad"iiiiueul
It had was good, for Frederick the (lre.it
brought some notable architects from
I'arls and built several tine palaces,
around which clever lamlsciipe gar-
deners Worked with excellent effect.

I tit t ulas' llerlln did not slop there.
What between Wllllnm and the linieu-derze- lt

we have developed a national
art which make us a unlveisnl laugh-
ing stock. It Is the style of Willlniii II
heaven help and pity It' Theie

lHirdered by houses that 1 ok
like colossal pipe organs, and, among
other ahsiililitles, the gigantic slntun
of Itlsmnrek, In porphyry, which is
uglier than one could believe men could
make anything. Then there Is the

cnrnlvnlllke horde of tbv Knipcror's
ancestors In the Street of Victory. Wlll-
lnm loves to review these llgures.

In defence of Merlin It Is only fair to
say that the municipality resisted the
Imperial object of putting a regiment of
bad statues In our most lovely pnrk. The
iippiopiintious that the Kmperor asked
were bravely lefused. Hut when he of-
fered to pay for all from his prlvute
purse the horror could no longer be
avoided. Wllllnm Is not so very rich
personally, cither, hut the execution of
this farcical plan was dear to him be-

cause he had conceived It and made the
designs with his own hand.

Another peculiarity of William's Is
his dislike for Mowers. Though they
are the object of u veritable worship In
Germany, tint Kmperor abominates
them. It Is nut that he thinks them
dangerous like Socialists hut tlmt lie
thinks, them ugly; Just as he thinks
Itodln's sculpture and ltenolr's paint-
ings ugly. He likes to see lawns and
pal lis decorated with groups of swords,
baskets of shells, plat hands of bayo-
nets, nnd cannon.

Ho you kniti the In rue fountain which
stands in the SchlossplatzV It was be-
queathed to the" city of tleillu by u vi ry
lich gentleman. The Mayor, In accord-mic- e

with the usual teiemonlal custom,
liiMted the Kmperor to take part In the
dedication exercises. The Kmperor was
absolutely outiaged. He could hardly
bellel e that I h y Would dare to erect
iii Her. in a monument which had not
origiunteil with him.

He exhuusu'il all the admlnlstrntlvc
and legal tricks that he could think of
to ireveni th- - acieptance of the legacy,
and falling to nriest the project sent
a curt refusal to attend the dedication.

j

Crown Prince and his son.
He felt that Ilil-- s fountain was a direct
blow at his authority; almost, Indeed,

crime of lese majeste.
I saw a good deal of him ut this

time and tried to reason with lilm,
but he Hew Into a rage and Imposed
silence upon me.

"Thin fountain drives me mad!" he
cried 111 French, (lie always drops Into
French when ho wi-sh- to use violent
language.) "It Is a Socialist pint! Mail;
my wolds, a Socialist plot!"

I tried to calm him.
"Hy heaven, you are a Socialist to.--

Kvi rybody Is u Socialist nownilaii s! "

he shout' d. "lint they had In tier take
care."

Imagine the surprise of the crowd
and of the olllclals when on I lie day
of the unveiling they saw tlie Km
peror appear. Ills face was soluble and
threatening and his mustaches wcie
more warlike than ever. Hurling him-

self upon (lie platform, lie Interrupted
the good man who happened to be ex-

patiating upon the virtues of tlie donor,
"An i vll spirit Is hoveling over tills

city!" cried Willi. i m. 'Socialism is
lifting Its bend. I will not tolerate It.
I wish every one to know that I have
given orders for an Immense hat racks
to be built light In the heart of lleiim.
It will be tilled with my loyal I roups

and my faithful cannon. If tlie Social
Ms stir I will not h sliate to mow
Hi in down. Let tin-Il- l look out! I will
mow them down, I liae had enough
of It'"
,W:h Mil he turned bis back on tho

ciowd mid looked .scornfully ut the
I'.eint nil,

s lor this fountain," lie said,
Die dlgiiltaiie on the plat-fo- i

m it"l a shrill of his shoulders, "It
I simply ridiculous absurd'" Ho say-
ing, In v nt as h had come, like a
tempest, having the crowd slupiiled.

Strange to say the slory of this nf-fa- ir

was not broadly circulated, even

Prince Bismarck's Story of HowEmperor
Showed His Authority Over His
Mother the Day of His Accession

In Clermnny, I sometimes think we
have n national modesty which causes
us to cover with our mantle the ridicu-
lous doings of the Kmpcior, as Noah's
sons covered the nnki-dne- . of their
father.

Some people l.ellev that Wllllnm'
startling performance ale theatric ef-
fects, coldly planned by him In order
to strike the Imagination of his sub-
jects. This Is not the case, of course
1 don't pr lend thnt he does not Inteu-tlotml- ly

abuse his po,cr; In this he
Is like all other men; but, I assure you
he Is much less of an nctor than 1

thought. He simply obey the Impulse
of the motinnt becaiife he Is Incapable
of resisting It. Some ol" hi impulses
are generous: some on not. lie i.ftm
ends by bitterly icpeut.ng hi acts.

I.lkn nil neurasthenics, the Kmperor
shows even In his inot unbalanced
deed a t of topsyllll'W I ui. . II
gets people's minds off one tiling by
doing another. Tims If tlu-- blame him
for on artistic decision he mu-i.- rs a
review; If they cry out over something
else he paints a ph tule. If t'u-- h,.
that he writes an opera or ihsguisi"
himself ns a Mussulman nnd makes a
pllgrlmugi; to the Holy Land or de-
mands that they discover n cine for
tuberculosis wilhln twenty-fou- r hour.

The fact Is lltnt tin- - Kmperor Is not
nearly so popular as he wa. We don't
trust him and l lleve In him a we
once did, He fatigues and iIHcouhihcs
us, besides plagium' all the rest of the
World like a nightmare,

We Cermaus lire a quiet, piosperous
people, and In order to continue so we
Wish to be let alone, Niertbeles IV.

live In constant fear of imbecile com-
plications which may be stirred up nt
any moment by tills blunderer, who Is
far from being the master of hi slaves.

The newer generation of Hermans re-
proach the Knipcrnr with being a showy,
false label badly stuck on the good old
C.erman bottle. He dots not truly rep
resent t ie spull of tile people, l'.ut In
spite of our real feelings we have to
pretend, more or less, to be ns our
sovereign represents lis. Take the case
of France, for Instnnee. We (lermans
don't hate France at all; quite tin

we like nnd trust her. Vet In
the papers that are animated by the
spirit of William we nro forever repre-
sented us being reinly to lly at her
throat.

I do not for one moment charge Will-
iam with being serious in this seeming
hostility toward Fiance. His friend-
ship for her Is stronger thnn he Is. If
In cruising he meets n French yacht he
approaches her and exchanges visits.
He would love nothing better than to
dine nt the Klysee Palace, and fur the
matter of that the French would lave
It too, for they are still poisoned with
their old monarchic blood.

I must do William the Justice to say
that ho understands, like every one
else, that Industry and commerce are
the vital organs and the vascular system
of a country. Hut the Kmperor. In his
feverish, Incoherent activity, hns made
the country giddy by driving It madly
on toward nil sorts of economic con-
quests.

In order to make her tlrst In every
thing he has forced her to produce.
produce, produce. Tin- - products an
piled up in the shops, nn the docks nnd
In the granaries. Sales are slow and
an enormous stock Is left on hand.
Here Is an example:

Jealous of the worldwide success of
the llordeaux, Ilurgunily and Cham
pngnc wines of France, William li is
pushed our landed proprietor ami peas
ants furiously to cultivate the vine.
He has protected the fJerman wine In-

dustry In all ways and in all countries,
and has even gone so far as to make
himself wine agent, advertising aveni
and restaurateur.

In the famous Herman restaurant of
the I'arls (exposition, it was tho Km-

peror himself, llguratlvely, who came
in uniform, with apron and napkin
added, to offer the wine card to

There Is wine enough along
the Moselle lliver to Intoxicate not only
thw whole of (lermany, but all the world
besides, but It I sold under cost. It
tills the encumbered storiiiou-e- s, driv-
ing the owners lo distraction and the
peasants to lamentation.

To Improve the situation the Km-
peror has adopted tyriumli- - measures,
lie lias restricted tlie sale of beer in
certain restaurants, and hns prohibited
French wines in the olllccrs' mess. Hut
It doesn't make any difference. Our
economic situation translates Itself very
simply In the one word overproduc-
tion.

In vain Wllllnm crosses the seas In
his cuirass; In vain ho tells extraordi-
nary stories and makes theatrical demon-
strations in order to drum up trade.
The overproduction augments, ii nil we
shall before long be reduced to tho
dolorous lilteriiallve of either greatly
restricting production, which spoils,
ruin, or of greatly continuing It, which
spells ruin nlso.

You must further remember that our
banks are up to tho neck In then affairs
and that we are not like the French, a
saving people. We like to enjoy life
and spend what we earn: consequently
wo could not pay off with sacks of sav-
ings tho heaviness of a llnnncial ers.
The one hope would be that France,
generous France, might conic to our
rescue as she ha beep doing In these
past years, and le. st il.ll-- h for a time
tlie disturbed equilibrium of our
Una nces.

Some people fancy that tlie Kmp.-ro-

plans wars, hut In spite of Ids uniforms
nnd his fnufares this Is not so. He s
not a wanior, hut a military man, which
Is very different. He not exen brave.
William ll.'s wild ilisouir.-- c and men-
aces arc only commercial tricks Intended
to frighten Diiiope and by so doing
strengthen our great maniifactuieis
who live by armament. The industry Is
colossal; unclouded peine would de-
stroy It.

Another thing which keeps lilm from
making war is tin- - fear he has ,,f jh,. i,..
suit. Kvcry one admits that our army
Is the strongest In the world. It N

drilled and kept up to the mink; our
arsenals are full, our armament com-
plete, our fortresses perfect, l'.ut, sad ii
say, we have no inoro real olllccrs. The
(lei man army is y ciiiumauiled by
mere parade olllccrs, who me tery sim-

ilar to Hie pretty coxcombs of Frame's
Second Kmplre. They do not work and
only occupy lheinsel es with tluir
pleasures, wiilch are none f tin- lust. n
there I gtcat corruption among them,

111 case of war Wllllnm would hne no
one to command his arnili J. Doubtless
he would try to do It himself, for In has
war plans of his own, Just as la lias

plans of statues, pictures, operas and
eierythlng else, all Ills own hl wn.
Willi Wllllnm i command ue should Im
beaten by Switzerland, or les thnn
Switzerland,

At the muliieuvro, where everything
Is c.iefnlly arranged In aihance to
make a perfect nil"' en scene with the
Kmperor a majestic llgure in I he centre,
well, the (lenernl have the greatest
dilllculty to keep from running William
down. They sweat blood to keep from
surrounding lilm, even mi absolutely lint
ground. 1 hnve assisted at some of the
mnnicuvres, and I can aure you it Is
in. thing but buffoonery.

Thus It comes about that then, are
combined in William II. two separate;
men seemingly Incompatible, one Is
the charming personal man, whom I

have loved; the other Is the Kmpi for
whom 1 consider detestable. Wllllnm
the mnn Is fusclnntilig; he I ngreeiible
gay. simple, generous and loyal to his
friends. 1 am only afraid thnt Wllllnm
tlie Kmperor, who Is such n very differ-
ent person, will end by nllenal ng my
directions fivin Wllllnm the man lie
nniiov me more and nioie, nnd In the
last few years I have seen him n sil-il.i-

as possible.

Midden Treasure
t . ' I ill man who drove me in hi

I backboard igoii hitched t i a
JL Lolitall giay horse that gate

out positive symptoms of a bud

ie ol heaves on a iccent trli over the
.lei", y line iqi Into the orange in inly
dairy country said hi name was b
nil.. m Van ltlper. nnd It inlglii h.i
l.ien" siild .lohn Ciibert. the tr.i.i in
grm ci vilian. "II" bad the mil.!. of
mild blue eyes lllld the ll- -l i es n I

mustache I ever saw. From wiini be
told me on the way tln-i- ' ought m be
a chance for a neat little specula' n

In hidden liensure up that wo

"One bit of Information relntnl to i

chert of gold that lay buried In the
quicksand In a certain Island tin

The amount In the chesi wis
$100.(100 and It was hurled there b ,i

party of Toilcs who stole It In I'h nit i

phln during the Kevoltitlonnry war and
were so closely pressed by pur-uii- ig

American soldiers that I hey bad to ue
rid of It. As they never enmo li.uk
nfter It something must hnve happened
to them.

"A Tory nain.-- Pe Witt knew Just
the spot wheie the treasure was burled
and he was on the point of going in get
It some time after the war, but bcfitr
he started something happened in him
thnt prevented his errand. 11 ill d S.i
the J100.II0O In gold Is lln in 'Im
quicksand yet. There nre holes twiniy
feet deep nil over the Island where folk
have dug for the treasure, but nobody
has struck Hie right spot t, so

Informed me.
"Another hidden pot of mnnoy. bigger

yet than the one In the quicksand near
the Jersey line, Absalom Vnn ltlper
unve me a tip on. This nmoiiiiie, t i

more thnn JTiiii),oi0, nnd was In a civ
up In the Slinwangunk Mountains the
whereabouts of which had be. n i.i'
through the failure of the person wlm
had Hie treasure In eustodt. an oh
Spanish pirate, to come on one occasion
to tin town near by, n was his custom,
to gel i urn.

"Why the old pirate didn't come tn
town again was never positively known,
hut the opinion of Alisnlom Vnn Itip. r
was that when that cave was found ns
he had every confidence it would be
some day. the skeleton of the old pir.i'
would be found lying In the m di of
the Measure a'uiig-id- e of nn i iii,ii 't-

itle of rum.
"Tlut that nln't all ylt thai t' esc

lute lucky an' rugged hills nu ,

'lound here hold In the way o' in a- - ir
that folk don't seem to get the kn.ul.
o' lllldln',' said Absalom. 'Claudius
Smith's booty lie was a Tory loimei
that scoured this coiinry with hw
bloody gang durm' th- lieioluii. n an'
skinned tlie people out of their mom
an' valuables to beat all calciatln'. Ills
booty is scntteieil around In the Sugar
I.onf Mountain nnd House I'.md Moun-
tain an' the Skiinm-mun- Mountains,
over yonder, mough to sturt a down
good sized hanks.

"'Claudius Smith was kefched nt
n" Ills lobbin', an' thc hung

him, up yonder at Ooshen. Itiglu on
the gallus he swore like a troopir at
the Whigs, an' bragged of knowm'
where there was "i.onu all In one bmp
that hud belonged to some of 'em, an'
mat it wiisn t more n t. n mile 1 1. ii n
Uoshen at that.

"'There's them around hero that's as
sure ns liny live that this 7.',UU0 Is m
Claudius Smith's ono on douse I'.ni.l
Mountain, but they can't find the cue.
My father's gruit-un- el knowed om ofi.latidltis Smith's gang, an' he went ..n ,i
Utile J'ant with him wun.it up Into tho
Skuniicuiuuk .Mountains,

" 'He showed him n dozen places w'n re
money was hid In tin- rocks, an' my
father's gieni-uncl- c knowed tb.u n
gang never had time to git any of i an'
lake It away when the) had to sk. fir
Canada or be took an' hung, llm ho
sahl he could go straight to tlieni open-Ill'- s

In the rin ks where the muff was
hid. any time lie wanted to.'

"'And did he ever an?" I asked Ab-
salom, as he paused to snap n lly olf hi
horse's Hank.

" 'No.' said lie. 'He new r did.'
"'Why not?' I 'Why didn't

your lather's gleal-unil- e get in on that
Irensiiii'? Semis lo nn- - ii' funny he
didn't go and rake in ih,u wealth him-
self.'

"'Well, the fact Is,' said Ab-,ilo- 'he
wa gittln' old then, an' ins evesiuln
was poor. Anyhow, In- - was a gn at man
to go by Scriptural Injunction, my
father's gieat-uiicl- e was. Took every-
thing literal like. He knowed that tho
HIIiIh siilil that It was easier for a
camel to pass through tlie eyo of n
needle than I'cr n rich man to git to
heaven. He liiok It all In, Jest the way
It rend, an' do you think my father's
great. uncle would give iqi his hope ,r
heaven ocn "H o' Claudius Smith's
stolen treasure. If you d oii don't
know Hie Van Itlpei-s- , young man'

"If there was any inure hidden tnns
tire lying around loose In that hoi .

wick to be dug up. Absalom Van ltlper
hadn't time lo tell me about It, for we
hud come to the place h. was diivli.rf
in. in, and he hasieiied awa. with

llltert lo seek t III. of thill SHUT

wlm Ii tin old Spaiu-- I p rati was won
to come III Hum I i uiH ill 11IU Jlioiui- -

,tiilns to 111!)


