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House at Harvard, Mass.,Where Bronson
Alcott and English Mystics Lived
Refitted With Original Furnishings

an old Colonial house
FlilTiLANDS, Mum, where

the CollC'ord Philoso-

pher, ami tin- - Knglis-- mystics
tl ili. ir unique experiment yvars ago,

is 1 n restored.
Tin- f oliiplcto tcsloration Is made pos-.bl- c

liy tlif return of furniture anil
I t ritimil effects fit Alcotts, Kmerson.
'buries Lane ami the Palmers, so per-Ce- rt

in every detail tti.i: one steps across
rlie threshold to. lay Into a dream of
bygone days.

Kclatlvvs of those early flay experi-

menters from far and near hive yielded
ff'ilil their possessions these hits of

that once llgured so promt
in ntly In the furnishings fif l'rultlands.
The beautiful old mahogany furniture,
f.iiiioii pictures of Kmerson. Chaiining
.fid Th lean, fild sumpjers. the farming '

Hen. Is. i ni.: In fa ft could the'
I '.unef r. step Into the house y

t't-- wiu.d no doubt Me It lint utile
hanged from Its order of the days

when thiy llr.st settled In that commu-

nity.
It was of the stay lieie that Louisa

Alt ot t has wrl'ten her 'Transcendental
Wild ." ns seen hy fine of those
who w:u there.

One must know the early history of
lie founding of the unifiiie org mlzntlon

i appreciate the story. Th" house dates
ick lo the early part of the eighteenth
ntury. The ear.iest ileeil is marked

TIT. Thu transci iidentul philosopher
Ik it for a homo Ifi which to try

dne ns a "con-sooiat- u family" tn is 13.

Ilriiuson Alcott had gone to Kngland
I Investigate the workings of a school

it llnm C'ommun which had heon started
y Mr. oldham, Charles Lane, James

I'urrepont O reaves and others along
'ie lines of pestalozzl In Switzerland.

Young minds wire to be especially
rained towaiil the capacity

r philosophical thought.
Mr. Alcoa's personality and

gctiiin mi Impressed these men
hat the school was named Alcott
louse In honor of him. He persuaded
'harlcn Lane, his son William, Henry

'ianlner WrlKht anil Samuel Iiower to
turn to America with him, These

M ln called tho Knglish mystics. They
iiiaiiU'd with him In Concord for a

in-- . Joining the circle of eminent men
..ho lived there. It was then that
I'harles Lane and Itrnnson Alcott looked
for a place m which to start their New
lldcn and they chose this place on the
-- '.ope of thu hillside overlooking the val-

ley of the Nashua. Italph Waldo Kmer-
son held the deed for a time. He did
not Join the community, hut he visited
It often, as did Kllery Channing and
Hawthorne and all tho other men of
letters.

"on the ilrst day of June, 1SI3," wrote
MIsh Alcott. "a large wagon drawn by
a low horse anil contain. ng n motley
.find weni lumbering over certain New
Kngland hills, with tho pliaslng ac-

companiments of miiih hall and ram,
' ' A serene man with It seiene
child upon his knee was driving
liehlnd a small boy embracing n bust
of Socrates was an energetic looking
woman with a benevolent blow, satlrl-a- l

mouth and ees full of hope and
mirage. A baby reposed upon her lap,

a mirror leaned against her knee, a
basket of provisions datutd against her

. et .tr.d she struggled with a large um-
brella with which she tried to cov r
every one but herself,"

Such was the entrance of the Alcotts
Into Pnililands as pictured by one who
was there.

Among tin- - group of those pastoral
enthusiasts weie Charles Lane, an

whose private means put- -
hascd the place of one hundred at ii s m

mure and who ev niuaily returned i.,
lis own land. Joseph Palmer, who ulti-
mately came into p'is-essl- of the
farm and who livu tin re nut., he died
and Anna Page, a loin, funili disciple
Miss Page became the music ii aider
of tho Alcol.t girls, Miss Alcott In her
book refers to this music instructor an
"fussy and unpopular."

"Here gatheted the band," wrote a
Inter author, "and began the work of
forming a 1'amlly In harmony with the
primitive instincts of men. No meat
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was to be eaten, nor wte fish, butter,'
iggs. cheese or mill, allowed nothing
In the taking that would tause pain or
seem like robbing an animal, besides
animal food, If only approximately ani-
mal, as milk and butter would corrupt
the body ami through that the soul.

"Tea, colfee, iiuilass-- s and rice were'
forbidden for two reasons, because they
weie In part foreign luxuries and In I

part the product of slave labor. Water
a. one for drink, fruit In plenty and some
vegetables Welt permitted.

Hut in these lat a distinction was
mad" between those which grow in the
air ami those which grow dowtm aril like
potatoes. The latti r wire less suited for
what these v iionarlcs termed "chaste
supply" for their bodily needs.

Louisa Alcott said that ten iincitnt
apple trees were all the "chaste supply"
the place afforded. Salt was furbldd' n,
but maple syrup and sugar were to be
abundant in time, and "bnyberry tal-
low" was to furnish light. A, I this was
to e.evate ami purify the body and bring
ab nit a suite of perfiflon In body
mind and soul.

UecIiIeiUy the nnii interesting man
connected with I'rultl.inds was Isaac
P. Hecker. who came flulll tile soilal

at ,I!rook Farm. H"cktr
stayed nly a s'nirt time and among his
principal leasoii fur leaving wen that
the place had bir llt le fruit on It and
Ins fear that the occupants had too

a tendency toward literature and
writing for tin pnipirity and success
of their nterpiise

I Li Kit's "iiniiiilii.-- up "f the ililllcii --

ties wh.cli lay in the path of I'rult-land- s
a conceived by Its projectors

proved only ton true. With tin ap-
proach of cold vviather the philosophers
one by om fadid away until on the
Alcotts themselves were left ii fan- the
serlousnes of the situation. Ilarh y was
the only eram cultivated, but the
method of h.irv sting brought about Its
ruin.

Confronted hy starvn.lon and with
freezing Imniini nt they were rescued by
a neighbor who placed oxen and sled nt
their disposal for use in transferring
them to a harbor of refuge In Still Itlver
villnge, In due time tho "transcenden- -
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kitchen.

tnllst" witli liis wife and 'Littlc Women"
was back at Concord.

T the il.gn, y i f the old house
has returned to It. The two old mul-th- e

In rry trees still guard budding.
Near by Is n graceful locust and on thu
side of a hill are the sturdy oaks that
shaded the "Little Women" in their out-
door amusements. The apple orchard
tins not yet lost Its life. They coin- -

entry and the bust of Socrates
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Fruitlandn.

plained that the house was very old
whin they took it and was falll ig to
decay, but It has withstood tin wintry
blasts and now stands ready
to face ttie future with confidence.

In the old dining room the portraits
of tin Concord philosophers are upon
the walls. It was In this room that
many deep and searching conversations
took place between Hmerson and Clian- -

PHEOS

on

iiing as tin y with other groups of
mi ii ate of the frugal of

A ' inle the
feasts took place at ttie
table in the long but both

and speak of this
room as the one In which they were
wont to dine when they went there.

the east s n line
oil the
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The Colonial kitchen Nancy Palmer's candle moulds mantle shelf.

emi-
nent repasts
'l'rultlands." midday

Community
kitchen,

Kmorson ('banning

Against window
mahogany linghbo), original

The dining room.

Home of Unique Organization and
Birthplace of Louisa M. Alcott,

Dates Back to 1717
owned by Joseph Palmer nt the time
of the Community. Palmer was Mnsra
Whitr III Louisa Alcott s ' Transcen-
dental Wllil oats." On the mantel
HhcJf Is a pair of snuffers that was alo
here at that time. The iinne table
ntid chairs are early J icobenn and date
back to 1CSS. The andirons belonged
to Thoreau, whose picture Is eloie by.

In the small entry library I found a
line set of the IHnl, the periodical In
whl-'- Kmerson, Thoreau, Alcott, M

Fuller and all the literary Concord
circle wrote at that time. In on of
these hooks appears the nunie of llron-so- n

Alcott in his own handwr ting in
the corner; another, a very rate and
valuable book, has Charles Lane's name
sUii' il. Looking down from the t ip of
the highboy U a hint of So !.! . which
Is mentioned In Louisa Alcott'" story

In her "Transcendental Wild Oats"
Louisa Alco.t says that they brought

j whatever pictures and mirrors they had
' to give ttie house a habitable look. A

fi w old memorial pictures and simplers
have been hung on the walls to give th"
tight atmofphere of MMiiethlng that han
passed and gone In tin- - kitchen y

are l.oticed the refectory table and
benches and the old f unity clock, a line
one made hy WM'ard at Ashley, dating
Iinin 17li. It lay In th gar'et all

111. h the time of the I'om-iiunit-

II knows w'leie it came fioin. it
1' I I a stored ,iwiy there and for- -

got' I II by mime former owner.
The Coiumtin.ty kltihen utensils are

i her Ni xt to the il.ii ng rooin door
s t e old lantern and foot warmer of
Community days. On the walls hang

. 'he Lnierson denN of the place and the
.losi ph Palmer !' cd Is opposite then!.
P. liih Waldo Hnierson wrote ..ut h.s
deed, and tt is a Hue example of his
liaudw r.ting. Tl Id plou-.-l- i Is an iu- -

I reresting relic. It Is the original used
by the philosophers. And the yoke
which hangs above It Is the one
that Joseph Palmer brought from Leo-

minster when the enthusiastic broiler-hoo-

f,und from the pain In their backs
i hat after nil they could not spade up
the ten acre lot without the use of oxen,

It Is said to be iUlte true that on
if these was a cow unit that ,loepii
Palmer secretly partook of many a
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dtlnk of milk to nsn,ige Ins hunger ns
well ns his thirst, although it was a
luxury that was not nil wed, cold water
being the only Is Verage that was tol-
erated nt Frultland".

A curious old lulvertl-emet- it bangs
on the kitchen door f omposed by Silas
Lamon. He was a well known char-
acter In his time, Jut crazy enough to
make himself plciuiesipie, clever in In-

venting fanning utens, Is, lie used to
nearly brink up the aaiili-slavcr- y

ineeliiigs in Huston by rushing Into the
assi milled timing and flying out wildly
that the end f the world was coining
and advised the people, before be was
thrust out, to buy fine of his scythes.

Ilown the Moor by the door Is th"
Id noon mark. When the sun cast

a shadow along t..is line It was high
noon mid they all sat down to the
midday iue.il. J soph Paliner'H boot-jac- k

hangs by the old kitchen door and
aliMVe It Is Nancy Palmer', bitchel for
colliding out tho llax lor tier wheel.

The Colonial kitchen w..s In ruins
when the Community was there. The
chimney had fallen down, tin; roof had
caved In anil one of Joseph Palmer'.'
grandsons has told how as u ch l.l
he played there and disc ,veled the oil
crane, which he kepi until rco ntly,
win n he icltirncd it t I'l Mltlantls to
I'm placed In Lie restored chimney Tie
foundations of the chimney wi ii Intact
us Well ns tho-- e of the kitchen will, -

l was quite iay to build the room as
,t w. s In former tinu . Against th"
wall is the old settle til t b. longed t l

losi ph Palmer ami which was Ins
fav I He seat.

Ibie ..a the mantel hclf are two ot
Nancy Palmer's candle moulds, and two
of In r candles made with Inr own
hands arc in two of the original cand.e-st- i.

ks. On the settle Is her bowl of
tallow left by her when her ion took
her awny to Leominster after Joseph
Pa.mer died. She always made her
candles and sometimes made "dipped"
candles, nnd her sticks for the purpose
are on the mantel shelf. The Jars here
anil In the long kitchen were homo
made, but nt a period long before the
days of l'rultlands. They were round
almost burled In the foundations: of the
chimney, nnd they must have bee i
here well over n century. An old
llevolut.onary gun lungs over the man-
tel shelf, nnd two blunderbusses on the
walls bring back to mind st Ties of the
old stage coach days, when two men
rode at the back of the coach, each Willi
,1 blunderbuss, to protect the passengers
from the sudden nttack of highway
robbers.

The t ible Is one of .loheph Palmer's,
and on It are the o!d mortar nnd pestle
and two of the e.rilest kind of c.rul.e-st- u

k.s made in this country the pincers
were for holding a rush, while there
was also a place for the bayberry
cnndle. Two Hetty lamps are there
also, and these used to lung on a nail.
The kitchen dresser is n very iinliiuo
old piece of furniture, da lug luck to
the last part of the -- evi nieenth cen-
tury, as does also the old Jacobean
stool.

Above the settle hang pictures of tlw
three Knglish kings (leorge I , (icorgo
II. and (icorge III., and the manu-
scripts hanging with them are original
documents hoi ring he signatures of
each King ns well .is those of the prm
Minister and other memorable, names.
These are hung here to draw attention
io ino iact mat tin ! House was
under Hritlsh rule and under these
k ngs In tun cession until 1775. when Hie
Itevolullnn secured its freedom, Tho
pictures of den. Washington and his
family and the sur ender of CornwMllls
and Washington crossing tiic brnK'n nt
Trenton complete the historical drama.

In ttie gairet Is where the Alcott
children slept. In her diary written
hole Louisa Alcott says It rained
when I went t bed, and thu rain
pounded so pretty on the roof" This
ganet Is Where the old cm k downst ilrs
lay so mysteriously for no many yens
The old beams show well in t roof
and no Aigu of decay . .m be found In
Spite of their age.

A dttle bedroom downs ,,- - jM now
used for the letters of Ch.ulc Latin
and Italph Waldo I.merson concerning
Fruitlnnds. A perusal of Charles Lane's
shows a peculiar mixture of devotion
and regret that clings to his thought
of the place, It vv uld seem that both
with li ni and with llionson Alco t some
amp within the soul was snuffed out

i when the l'rultlands experiment pioved
to tie a r.Ulltrc They dreamed of a
mode of life where the need of dollars
and cents was exterminated, They
awoke to discover that they hid not vcl
found realization of thu dream.

i


