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Lo APAN SEEKS THE KEYS OF THE NEXT WORLD
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Interior of the Honden or Golden Oratory of the Iyeasu temple at Nikko.
Above—Steps to the Niomon or first gate of the Iyeasu temple at Nikko.

Iy JOSEPH 1, O, CLARKE, parents, for instance, are godllke spirits [not Intensely and stimulatingly national

‘ W nothing jollier than a crowd devoted to a constant care for their de- [like Bhinto, so it had to suffer priva-
scendants and must be worshipped and |tions in line with ts original severity
honored with offerings every day for |of sacerdotal abnegation. It grumbles,

of the great shrines or|i;he good they are doing for you, and to |but It has taken to proselytizing with

There may be from 50 |fend off the harm they may mete ou: |some vigor In places on the lines, curi-

panese pilgrims on their way

to - them of all adult ages and both | to you If offended. They can be terrible ously enough, of the Y, M. C. A,

i) are generally villagers when they please, these family gu_d-c, 3"_. between the two religions, often
( : : 3 . r Al- | 80 forget not to pay due homage dally intermingled, Japan looks after its soul.
f @ a group of contiguous v It has a great array of subsidiary gods— |I have seen two votlve shelves, one

the elementary gods—fire, wind, thunder, | Shinto, one Buddhist, in the same hum-
Ires<ed in thelr poor best;| water, with many home keeping kindly |ble house, both carefully tended. For
scrupulously clean, and|deities who are invoked and honored | Shinto, one nt“thv great expounders,
time of their lives, They|with a thought, the seven gods of Hirata, wrote: “Learn to stand in awe
class on the railroads, led| felicity, the god of good women, the god of the Unseen, unfl that ‘wEII prevent
¢ bellwether of the flock,|of the oven, the ged of the fields, the [Vou ‘fl‘nll"l t.!-limf wrong. -( uFln:ntu t.!u-
} made the pilgrimage be- rice god and whatnot. ‘l-"lllm lence lllll"ll-ll":h‘.ll rln you; lhrl]' 5:|:|
f | ¢lse but the railroad trip| Shinto involves no moral code. It pre- “ld hever \]'\-Hl' er l"lm'“H‘ Way. -
r miles and miles, taking | Supposes morality in the waorshippers, | An J “h"‘- at I"‘“‘:‘]“ theory and largely
the v paths or elimbing the|Morality is a clvil affalr, Its temples|in -lll_l.l is 1]“’ base of the Ji!l'ﬂnf‘ﬂltj
i s Inditarantiy. and do: St and shrines are simple of construction, ll\.lllr: attitude to I.ll.w l'l"“ﬂllnl.'-i beliefs;
4 Without, at a little distance, is the toril, |the women -'lriv more glven to :n'-';-h;lun
) : ) vpical two pillared gate with twol}in tenets and to copiousness and re=
I . “"‘;.‘ ‘;rn..’.ﬂ::hnt‘ri:tu:h;‘m‘:.‘;“:f::l :,I'rul:;slbivcvu at Ilhe top, one just the |quency In prayers and invocations, ,
" A thi ‘ carry it ““.1“"1,.,, a| width between the pillars, and the other l"f lhn'. hu:rh-':-; !!lulcl!dhh«m rnu;l n?:m) of
f the very smallest coins wider and curving slightly upward, .l \‘:‘ rlr‘d-“ﬂ““ ; l}“'l'““ﬂ‘;*l -(-I:‘ . ‘il]hm-l'fu-r-‘l.
ne-tenth of half an Ameri-| Within, a single bronze mirror in Hu-‘in- -l””n: t” ""I‘-ht-r‘flj:l‘;;uli ”“:‘A“I:u”lrlv ¢ 'I:I;o
( These are for the temple of- | ner chamber that only the priest sees I. ik e i e e
i o Trl won's sarcas-|and emblematic of truth and purity. consclousness is not the real self, Mat-
'-‘h\-[':nnjnl1I~:ll‘:;:?:ljlt:‘;':.liu;.f In the outer hall, a drum, a gong, a “1‘:-‘1“;r':"-"J'I:-Hl‘[uf.]”!r.\'”;':::":"'ﬁ fli:d?“:\:- uu;\-s
rthing—one-elghth of a]rack on which are paper strips telling -1" ; l:.l ( \All“:-\l-;l‘m--‘let .‘[ia e
raiwne : .nable | which gods are particularly honored _" 1_18 8. _ 954 L € - mude ¥
n designed to enab there. Very simple of ritual, too. Karma—the present the creation of the
baoribe te ehatiiahle u: Tt I.ms nearly 200,000 shrines, great and past, and present and past together
‘ el . - e = make the future.” And then there is
Il shrines and temples, _Iql'njlll,|“] uu-1 ‘.nlll;ln:]ra-. lIl|I1I :::,'-.{\-::-H,j..::i the succession of lives and the hope of
, Is a large contribu-|there is one, its 8 cour Y the attailnment of Nirvana, which I8 not
wooden gratings on the | for the children. Often in the country | ‘hnuven but an eternal passionless
Shinto shrine the pil-|one notes a clump of trees in the flelds calm.
n his or her coin, takes | with a small torll at the edge and the

ing. Thithe No, they have little of this In popular
rope and rings, then)eaves of a little temple showing, ‘n |ht Senas Ss theit It I & Slokse nelised
jingler bell rope and|the people go in the summer eveningl, .. ¢, the light of the Eternal

hands to attract di- |to meet and amuse themselves for an Buddha, which is a godship to which
ns palms and bows|hour before the early bedtime. they themselves may attaln by force of

¢ proper plous invo- Buddhism came to Japan some 1.500) . .4 geeds
and it is all over. years ago. It took over Shintolsm in When we remember, as one should
i hillside shrine at Kl- |a way; has manifold ritual, and 18 rich|constantly in thinking of the Japanese
I was explaining its | in moral precepts, has a gospel of mercy | people, how they were for centuries
rowd of about a hundred | and life =paring, and a high philosoph¥ | qragooned into law and order and
¢ coing were dropping and | of life with temples full of statues, em- | hahit and custom under repressive
ringing continuously,| blems and adornment. It enrlched| gumptuary edicts, all created for making
rear a local gulde, who| japan with art from India, China and| gafe and easy the iron rule of the
nt!y he ealled the “barker” | Corea, gave a warmth to life, even In]daimios, we may see how they would
uddenly called out: its own degeneration, and its taking on | take refuge in a religion that gave them
want to see the Lover's|many gods and goddesses like Kwian-|he keys of the next world, With this
two honorable lovers| non the merciful and the terrifying |crushing pressure removed and law and
hand to death, come| Deva kings, who are affrighting to evil]l order placed on self-supporting bases a
apirits only, and the two guardian dogs | change might be expected, It is found
1 the whole crowd had|of Fo with curly tails, one with thelin a growing agnosgticlsm prevalent
rine, and were gaziug)mouth open and the other the mouth | among the pupils of the colleges and
vn the cliff. Thelr re-|shut I have learned not to laugh at] higher schools, All but the ancestor
heless, ingrained, what- | any .Hll'll'l'l'l' rel'gion, but sometimes one | worship Is weakening in young Japan.

ind it oftenest combines | discreetly smiles—a la Japonalse, ']‘hqt clings because of its ;|‘|n|n{-:|| to
ne of the sects of Bud- Since the Mikado came to his own In]national hope and desire, and [s llhlm'd'
Ives little ritual on the | 1868 RBuddhism has been disestablished | a maode of subtle self-worship. .
le The priests attend|as a state religion. It must live upon But there s plenty of l<lul\\'.|lt| m}s-.
d the Buddhist priests|ihe offerings of the faithful or the pro-|[play of rt-l’lfl-m- I have lrwliﬂl"-l-d the
ding series of ofMces to |ceeds of Its own property by sale or| pilgrims. T'o Ise, the master shrine of

rental, Some of Iits temples remain Shintoism, where the Emperor goes on
¢ Way of the Gods—Is the | wealthy, but the majority of 1ts over | occasion to w”rnln.p his .drn'un!ll--ru--thl.'

Japan. It is founded| 90,000 edifices are much reduced In gn_ds go also |wl‘]m’.m a m.n] n];!1t|:1..

worship It derlves from|means and consequently in monks, | grims in a year. 'Ilu-n-‘ I".‘ u' \,\“m.;n |‘-‘\:1r;

whose direct descend- | nuns, priests and attendants. At Nikko| that lives on q-ute-rtqmuu, “,. .‘.

the Mikado throne since |a nice old priest asked me If T would|selling them mementos. ‘T]w p.”.‘illn-nlu'

nt times and who also !not llke to hire a little temple for the|may largely he a smulueflru, .r.llrl.l.!u—

r of the entire Japanese | summer—"very cool and roomy with]tion, but It is a f‘lnllh ft‘ﬂ.:n;l"us \.\l: :k 5

J running water on the premises and not One summer night at )eluu ml “|
herefore the past mem-|very dear.” Tokio, where the exposition is now hold-

] - "

Benton—the Japanese Venus—on a little T R l' . Sl . d yvour behest, or at least take it under
island. Merry crowds were flocking by Between WO e lglons’ nto an consideration, If you wear a certain kind

chattering, wondering at the wvast Ill- & of string around your neck and a little
lumination, and I stood by the little B ddh th P l 1‘0 k Aft tablet tied to it. Superstitions naturals
temple to watch them, something I u lsm’ e eop e 0 er ly abound under such conditions, and
love to do, so much honest, simple en- @ t the roster of the queer things the peas-
joyment 1 find on their faces and so n‘ s l‘_.M G I pl ants will or will not do unless every evil
much that is touching in their family elr ou any rea’ em es

influence I8 out of sight would remind

Eroups, us at once of the similar things that our

1 heard the rattle of a coin, the sound | happy they standing there should be If | the eldest, the youngest, the pet of the | ;wn people regard as lucky or unlucky.
of the gong, the jingle of the bells and | ¢alied on to follow them, famlly? God knows. I turned away, | 1t all harks back to an earlier day, when
there before the shrine with hands| 8o they stood for perhaps ten seconds| for tears were in my eyes too, these left handed beliefs went the round
clasped and head bowed stood a woman profoundly stirred. Then they moved At Nikko I had another and differing | ;¢ the world in the wake of the worship

of middle age. In an Instant she was slowly to the edge of the platform and | experience of popular plety. It was on
gone, had fled across the crowd to her | looked down the slope while the officer |a second visit to the Iyeasu Honden.
own little group that seemed hardly | eXplained some thrilling step In the ] We'll talk of that shrine hereafter
to have missed her. What woman's | mighty conflict of ten years ago. Here| Our party noted signs of preparation

of sun, moon and stars, It is, of course,
certain that Japan worshipped the sun
and the moon, but they seem only to
have differentiated the milky way from

wish had ghe laid before the goddess? was Young Japan making its vows of | for i service, Priests were going and |(he rest of them.

At Port Arthur 1 stood by the |Ppatriotism afresh. coming, bamboo screens were rolling Religion, however, in its true services
supremely touching shrine to the 22,000 One morning in May T was at the|up. We chatted with a priest whom |4hie sense, s allve in Japan. Those from
Japanese dead who fell before the for- | Kudan shrine of Tokio, sacred to all| We had met on our first visit. It Is an | e west who miss the regular gathers
tress in the great siege. Their ashes | the dead of all the wars of the Meljl— | Inner portion of the temple to which|ineq for Sunday services may think

lie under the stones you tread upon.|a comprehensive shrine indeed, It is a|a smart admission price is charged—

It was a morning of balmy alir and| mighty, impressive fane, with the great- | priests must live,

floating mist that wrapped the hill| est of all torli in bronze before it. You A party of sixty pllgrims, well to do

around and made a circle of airy wraiths | look through the first temple across a| merchants from Osaka who had made a

that seamed crowding to shut it in| quadrangle to a great structure beyond. | handsome lump offering, were expected |

| from sight of the valleys below, Omly those related to some one who has | every minute, and they were to have
The tramp, tramp of heavy boots fell ' laid down his life for his country can| the best. All the preparations were

-~

otherwlse, but they are mistaken, as a
little observation will show,

A mighty witness to the live religios-
ity of rural Japan exlsts at Kioto, The
Higashl Hongwanji temple has been re-
bullt within twenty years. It was known
that ropes of the very greatest sirength
were needed to lift and hoist the great
columns  and roofiree timbers into
place, and some zealot proposed that it
be of human hair, which makes the
strongest rope of all. The response was
enthusiastic, and 30,000 women of a
single province sacrificed their beautiful
dark tresses to the needs of the great
Buddhist shrine

The rope that performed its task
without a break Is shown on the temple
grounds to-day. It is closely woven, 221
feet long, 13 Inches In circumference
and over four inches in dlameter! One
touched its lustrous coils with revers
ence; It meant so much sacrifice; so
many wishes from the deeps of the hu-
man heart went with it. You can see
the woman kneeling before the family
Buddhist shrine, the shining length of
her dark locks lifted in both hands and
on her lips the prayer *“0O, Eternal
Buddha, in thine enlightenment will
thou not see for me and find for me
the way of my heart's desire'” And
30,000 such women, so praying in one
province; think of it!

Jut the temples themselves, which
stand ever open and invite the way-
farer, how do justice to them in half
an article? You do not do it in a dozen
articles, but one may lay down a few
general, briof observations, then tell
| something of a few that one has seen.

I have been over temples and looked
into shrines almost without number, and
still the desire exists to see more. As
to construction, it may be sald that the
buildings in Japan are all of wood, with
gable roofs slightly curved and with far
projecting eaves, the other marked
feature being the weight and size of the
ridge pole, which Is often a heavy
squared timber with projecting ends
carved and decorated and often with an
upward turn. The roof in the larger
| temples is supported by great columns,
the rounded boles of great keyakl trees,
Eiving (l‘.l:ﬂii}' and sometimes massives
ness to the front, which is the longest
side of the building.

It is always approached by a flight
of stone steps, which, lifting the struc-
ture, add to its impressiveness, Within
the lofty columns give a fine effect, In
the greater Shinto temples when the
wood is not plain it is painted or
lacquered a vivid scarlet, Set among
the green of surrounding trees the vivid
color I8 modified bearably,

In the smaller Shinto shrines the roof
Is usually of straw. Then you find
one great structure beyond the other,
the last the most sacred, but containing
only the mirror spoken of already or in
addition an ancient sword, both wrapped
vin s=ilken veils only removed for the
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Golden gate on
fourth terrace of tem-
ple at Nikko.

Imperial messenger gate, Higashi Hongwanji, Kioto.

made, and stlll they did not come, We | highest authorities, as at Ise for the
went on with our chat and a group of | Emperor himself, In the Buddhist tem-
young priests gathered near us and ples there is on the contrary a wealth
indulged In light chaffing among them- | of carving and coloring. The under sides
selves about the merchants who were|of the eaves are painted daintily in
thus failing to keep thelr appointment | many colors, a light green prevalling,
with heaven, but the carving and decorating without

It was all very human and interest- |and within have no limit,
ing—just what you might expect among The great bells, indeed the temple
the ushers at a fashionable American | bells of all grades, are things that have
wedding when the bridal party was|their part in the religions of Japan,
behind time., I suppose the higher | Many are very large; most of them are
priests, perspiring in their hot sllken | very old. There are no chimes; they
vestments in the inner chambers, simply [ do not ring as we think of ringing
sat and glared as the Bishop might who | They boom, One loud, long stroke that
was waiting to tie the nuptial knot In, | sings and thrills on the air and dies
say, Chicago. down to a murmur as of bees, then

At length the merchants came, three- | silence, and then, and only then,
quarters of an hour behind the hour | another boom, At the sound all within
get, and once In the Honden and on | its reach will pause and listen, for it
thelr knees and sitting comfortably | #peaks to them in a language they
back on their heels the service—a kind | understand; tells them of time and tide
of mass—began, a priest warning them | OF cire umstance, It must mostly soothe,
that at certain times they were all to | for most men and wemen smile a little
bow until thelr foreheads touched the | when they hear it. Only when it sounds

floor As “forelgners” we were told|an alarm are the strokes close together;
that we might look if we did it circum- then the whole town arouses,
spectly, but could not enter, It appeared Of the modern Shinto temples the

to be the first time that most of the HeinJin gu at Kloto was bullt twenty
sixty had attended such a service, as| Years ago to celebratae 1,100 years of the
many were inclined to bob at the wrong | ¢ity's history and in honor of the Em-

time. peron Kwammu, wha made Kiloto his

The use of charms and amulets Is al-| capital. It is very vast and bare, The

am i most universal among the less instruct-| pillars are red. Tt has a fine gate called

Great bronze Buddha 0{ K akura' 49 fCCt hlgh -wll:wnp:--.‘.‘nml these ;rr- obtained mainly | Otimmon, and the temple itself is calle !

at the Shinto temple, but the Buddhist | Daikyokuden, It is set on the plain an!
on my ear, and a whole company of| enter elther. An old Japanese couple, | priests are not averse Lo a little addi-| depends on its dimensions for its ma}
stalwart young soldiers, led by a single| both bent with age, were coming down [ tion to their funds from this source, | esty, I
officer, were marching to the shrine. | the great alley of trees from the toril. | Little strips of paper inscribed with in- But the great ln'.‘lrlll.) of \llm ll,‘1'll.|Il
They paused, then passed slowly over| They went direct to the shrine. The |cantations hang from the caves of all| shrines of Japan derives in lurge part

the platform, where they fell into a| woman dropped a coln into the huge | the houses and futter in the wind warn- | from their hillside l"“““':"‘ No such
double line before the shrine itself, The| box. I could hear it rattle and fall. |ing off evil spirits who are, it seems, a lofty nlrlfr.‘turt-s as the Gothie eathe-
officer spoke in an undertone., Al caps| Then the old man uncovered and both |simple minded kind of beings after all, | drals of Europe are to be expected, The

"8 M : p s ' ot ¢ va sl cely liglous architects of Japan wrought
- . 1 f _ the whole landscape—grounds and | came off; all heads were bowed, and| clapped their hands and bent thelr |and easily decelved. re
It v are all gods Il\-‘llll!)rﬂrnd " ;'UI:‘:I’:;:‘":"m‘l"e:'i:‘l‘“r:;::: :::':rn);:“u?e ::::Tldlnl;»—u:\: blage of electric lighting, | they were told lmwhhulppy ‘Wllrc the | heads in prayer. e '.l‘l;u-u l;\et’e :l? b;;lherhir::preuio;:iablt PR Sk Pt
ir way one's own fore-|to J " . he shrine of the goddess ' dead who lay beneath their feet; how What son did they mourn? aa he |spirits who w ow hot »= cold a onfinued on 1w
beu loceased parents and grand-| religion for & militunt people. It was |1 came upon the B 2
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