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JAPAN SEEKS THE KEYS OF THE NEXT WORLD
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Interior of Honden or Golden Oratory of the Iyeasu temple at Nikko.

Above Steps to the Niomon or first gate of the Iyeasu temple at Nikko.
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K.N' W nothing Jollier than a crowd

f Japanese pilgrims on their way
to one of the creat shrines or
tempi's. There may be from CO
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n'Mi, They are generally villagers
from me or a group of contiguous vll- -

Uli 8.
Ti-.- are dressed In their poor best;

Hi v ,irt all scrupulously clean, and
ar lu r.s' tho time of their lives. They
tr.ivii 'V.rd clans on the railroads, led
ly n. tMerly bellwether of tho flock,

n w has made the pllgrlmago be-

fore In :ill else but the railroad trip
hi a ,r.t for miles and miles, taking

Hie a alley paths or climbing the
I'ler.'.fi' li lis indifferently, and do it
all ' i ly.

Ttiev it up over night at the poorest
Inns .li u ip on tho plainest food, nnd
wlii' .r cjin they carry It Includes a
g("lr .ply of the very smnllcst coins

r one-tent- h of half nn Ameri-
can ti These nre for the temple of-fi- rn

n allmg Dr. Johnson's nnrcus-ti- c

a probably unjust definition of
the farthing one-eigh- th of a
I'vnn a coin designed to enable

' n to subscribe to charitable In-- f
' i'
In ' of nil shrines and temples,

'. idilhls', Is a large contribu-
te" ' rtith wooden gratings on tho

" is a Shinto shrine tho pll- -
Kr"v ' in his or her coin, tnkes

" rope nnd rings, then
of nail jlngler bell rope and

laps hands to attract dl- -
I ' Joins palms and bows
'" ng the proper pious lnvo-e- ai

rtti, nn,i t g nn over.
x K Mvi'igu hlllsldo shrine nt Kl-'- "

il priest was explaining its
x a crowd of nbout a hundred
II The coins wero dropping nnd
' was ringing continuously,
w 'lie rear a local guide, who
n ' icntly be called tho "barker"
" v place, suddenly called out:

'' ii want to ceo tho Lover's
re tho two honorable lovers

I' mil in hand to death, come
Ul 0''
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"Ming tho wholo crowd had
' ie shrine, and wero gazlug

down tho cliff. Their re
iH' erthelt'SH, Ingrained, what- -

i, and it ofienest combines
'i one of the sects of Hud
inwilves llttlo ritual on tho
people. Tho priests nttend
and the Huddhlst priests

unending series of ofllces to

the Way of the Gods Is tho
' n t of Japan. It Is founded
' r worship. It derives from

"Ideas, whose direct descend- -
1 the Mikado throno nlnc

"' lent times nnd who nlso
r of the entire Japunese

thereforo tho past mem
n t! are all gods (ICaml) and
alar way one' own

parents und grand- -

ftnrnnta fnr Inatnnpf nrr miirlts
devoted to a constant care for their de-

scendants nnd must be worshipped nnd
honored with offerings every day for
tho good they are doing for you, and to
fnn.l !Y thn hnrm thev mnv mete out
to you If offended. They can be terrible
when they please, tnese lamiiy gous,
so forget not to pay duo homage dally.
It has a great array or suosmiary gous
the elementary gods fire, wind, thunder,
water, with many homo keeping kindly
deities who nre Invoked and honored
with a thought, the seven gods of
felicity, the god of good women, tho god
of the oven, the god of the fields, the
rice god and whatnot.

Rhlntn involves no moral code. It pre
supposes morality In tho worshippers.

fiimiliv In it rlvll affair. Its temnles
nml otirlnnu nre nlmtilo of construction.
Without, at a llttlo distance, is tne torn,
n typical two pillared gate with two
nrnaaiilprpR nt the tOD. One Just the
width between the pillars, and the other
wider nnd curving sugnuy upnuiu.
Within, n single bronze mirror In the .n

Minmiinr thnt nnlv the nrlest sees
nnd emblematic of truth and purity.

In the outer hall, a drum, a gong, a
rnnlr nn tvlili-- nrn naner strips telling
which gods art particularly honored
there, very simple oi ruuai, ioo.

Tf hnn nonriv 200.000 shrines, great and
small, In the empire. In every village

there is one. its little court a playground
for the children. Often In the country
ono notes a clump of trees In the fields
with a small torll at the edge and the
eaves of a llttlo temple showing. Thither
tho people go in tno summer evrimiK
in moot fl nd amuse themselves for an
hour before tho early bedtime.

Buddhism enmo to Japan some 1,600
i. took over Shlntolsm In

a way: has manifold ritual, and Is rich
In moral precepts, has n gospei oi niercj
and life xpnrlng. and a high philosophy
of llfo with temples full of statues, em-

blems nnd adornment. It enriched
Japan with art from India, China and

gave a warmtn to lire, even in
Its own degeneration, and Its taking on
many gods nnd gouue.sseH line ivnuii- -

non the mercirui nnu 1110 lernijin;,-n..- n

winirH. who are affrighting to evil
spirits only, and tho two guardian dog

of Ko with curly tails, ono with the
tn.ni.h nnpii nnd tho other the mouth
shut I hnvo learned not to laugh nt
any sincere religion, but sometimes one
discreetly smiles a la Japonalse.

Since tho Mlkndo mule to Ills own In

18G8 Huddhlsrn has been disestablished
as n state religion. It must live upon

thn faithful or the pro

ceeds of Its own property by sale or

rental. Somo or Ita tempies i cumin
wealthy, but tho majority of Its over
90.000 edifices are much reduced In
..,....., nmi In monks,
nuns, priests and attendants. At Nlkko
.. ..I.... 1,1 nrloat .n sited me If I Would

1 ii,v; w.i , . . . .

not like to hire a little temple for the
summer "very cool anu roomy wmi
running water on tho premises and not

Uuddhls'm. besides being absorbent of
too much material riches, was noi me
rollglon for a militant people. It was

not Intensely and stlmulatlngly national
like Shinto, ao It had to suffer priva-
tions in lino with Its original severity
of sacerdotal abnegation. It grumbles,
but It has taken to proselytizing with
somo vigor In places on the lines, curi-
ously enough, of tho Y, II, C. A.

So, between the two religions, often
Intermingled, Japan looks after Its soul.
I have seen two votlvo shelves, one
Shinto, one Huddhlst, In tho same hum-
ble house, both carefully tended. For
Shinto, one of the great expounders,
Illrata, wrote: "Learn to stand In awe
of the Unseen, and that will prevent
you from doing wrong. Cultivate the
conscience Implanted In you: then you
will never wnndcr from the Way."
And that, at least In theory and largely
In act, Is the base of tho Japanese
man's attitude to his religious beliefs;
tho women are more given to precision
In tenets nnd to copiousness nnd fre-
quency In prayers and Invocations.

Of tho higher Buddhism not many of
the mass of Buddhists of Japan are
aware. As I.atcadlo ilearn In effect
puts It: "There is but one Reality. The
consciousness Is not the real self. Mat
ter ts tho mass of things that we see
and feel created by force of acts and
thoughts. All existence Is made by
Karma the present the creation of the
past, nnd present and past together
make tho future." And then there Is
the succession of lives and tho hope of
tho attainment of Nlrvnna, which Is not
a heaven but an eternal passionless
calm.

No, they have little of this In popular
Japan. For them It Is a richer colored
belief In tho light of tho Kternal
Buddha, which Is a godshlp to which
they themselves may attain by force of
good deeds,

When wo remember, as one should
constantly In thinking of the Japanese
people, how they were for centuries
dragooned Into law and order and
hnblt and custom under repressive
sumptuary edicts, nil created for making
safe and easy the Iron rule or the
dalmlos, wo may see how they would
take refuge In a religion that gave them
the keys of the next world. With this
crushing pressure removed and law and
order on bases a
change might bo expected. It Is found
In a growing agnosticism prevalent
umong tho pupils of the colleges nnd
higher schools. All but the ancestor
worship Is weakening In young Japan.
That clings becnuse of Its appeal to
national hope and desire, nnd Is Indeed
n mode of subtle p.

But there Is plenty of outward dis
play of religion. I have Instanced tho
pilgrims. To Ise. the master shrine of
Shlntolsm, where the Kniperor goes on
occasion to worship his ancestors the
gods go also perhaps a million pll
urlms In a year. There Is a whole town
that lives on entertaining them and
selling them mementos. Tho pilgrimage
may largely be a sightseeing insiuu
Hon. but It Is a faith feeder as well.

One summer night at Uycno Tark In

Tokio. whero tho exposition Is now hold
Ing. the whole Inndscape grounds and
buildings ono blaze or electric ngniing,
I came upon tho shrine of the goddess

Benton tho Japanese Venus on a little
Island. Merry crowds wero flocking by
chattering, wondering at tho vast Il-

lumination, and I stood by the little
temple to watch them, something I
love to do, so much honest, simple en-

joyment I 11 ml on their faces and so
much that Is touching In their family
groups.

1 heard the rattle of a coin, the sound
of the gong, the Jlnglo of the bells and
there before tho shrine with hands
clasped and head bowed stood n woman
of middle age. In an Instant sht was
gone, had lied across the crowd to her
own little group that seemed hardly
to have missed her. What woman's
wish had she laid before the goddess?

At Port Arthur I stood by tho
supremely touching shrine to the 22,000
Japanese dead who fell before tho for-
tress In tho great siege. Their ashes
lie under the stones you tread upon.
It was a morning of balmy air and
floating mist that wrapped the hill
around and made a circle of airy wralthi
that seemed crowding to shut It In
from sight of tho valleys below.

The tramp, tramp of heavy boots fell
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Golden gate on
fourth terrace of tem-
ple at Nikko.
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on my car, and wholo company of
stalwart young soldiers, led by slnglo
otilcer, were marching to tho shrine.
They paused, then passed slowly over
the where they fell Into
double line before the Itself, The
otilcer spoke in nn undertone. All caps
came off; all heads wero bowed, and
they were told how happy were the
dead who lay beneath their feet; how

Between Two Religions, Shinto and
Buddhism, the People Look After

Their Souls Many Great Temples
hnppy they standing thcro should bo If
called on to follow them.

So they stood for perhaps ten seconds
profoundly stirred. Then they moved
slowly to the edge of tho platform and
looked down tho slope while the olllcer
explained somo thrilling step In tho
mighty conlllct of U-- years ago. Here
was Young Japan making Its vows of
patriotism afresh,

Ono morning In May was nt the
Kudan shrine of Tokio, sacred to all
tho dead of all the wars of tho MelJI
a comprehensive shrine indeed. It is
mighty. Impressive fane, with the greut-es- t

of all torll In bronze before It. You
look through the first tcmplo ncross
quadrangle to great structure beyond.
Only thoso related to some one who has
laid down his life for his country can

c

m

Great 49 feet

a
a

a

I

a

a
a

enter either. An old couplo,
tmth bent with age, wero coming down
the great alley of trees from the torll.
They went direct to tho shrine. The
woman dropped coin Into the hugu
box. could hear It ruttlei and full.
Then the old man nnd both
clapped their hands and bent their
heads In prayer.

What son did they mourn? Wai he

tho oldest, the tho pet of tho
family God knows. nwny,
for tears wore In my eyew too,

At Nlkko I had another and differing
of popular piety. It was on

second visit to tho Iyeusu Hondcn.
We'll talk of that shrine hereafter.
Our party noted signs of
for service. 1'rlests were going and
coming, bamboo screens werei rolling
up. We chatted with priest whom
we had met on our first visit. It Is an
Inner portion of tho temple to which

smart admission price Is charged
priests must live.

A party of sixty pilgrims, well to do
merchants from Osaka who had made
handsome lump offering, were expected
every minute, and they were to have
tho best. All the preparations were
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made, nnd still they did not come. We
went on with our chat and a group of
young priests gathered near us nnd
Indulged In light chaffing among them-
selves about the merchants who wero
thus falling to keep their appointment
with heaven.

It was all very human and Interest-
ing Just what you might expect among
tho ushers at a fashionable American
wedding when the bridal party was
behind time. I suppose tho higher
priests, perspiring In their hot silken
vestments In the Inner chambers, simply
sat nnd glared as the Bishop might who
was waiting to tie the nuptial knot In,
say, Chicago.

At length tho merchants came, three-quarte- rs

of an hour behind the hour
set, and once In tho Honden nnd on
their kneea nnd sitting comfortnbly
back on their heels the service a kind
of mass began, priest warning them
thnt ut certain times they were all to
bow until their foreheads touched the
floor. As "foreigners" wo were told
that we might look if wo did It circum-
spectly, but could not enter. It nppeared
to bo tho first time that most of the
sixty had attended such a service, as
many wero Inclined to bob nt the wtnng
time,

Tho uso of charms and amulets Is al-

most universal among the less Instruct-
ed people, and these are obtained mainly
nt the Shinto temple, but the Huddhlst
priests nre not averse to a little addi-

tion to their fumlH from this source.
Mttle strips of paper Inscribed with In-

cantations hang from the eaves of all
the houses and flutter In the wind warn-
ing off evil spirits who are, seems, a
simple minded kind of beings after all,
and easily deceived.

Then there are other Impressionable
spirits who will blow hot n- - cold at

your behest, or at least take It under
consideration, If you wear a certain kind
of string n round your neck and a tlttlo
tablet tied to It. Superstitions- - natural-
ly abound under such conditions, and
tho roster of the queer things the pens-an- ts

will or will not do unless every evil
Influence Is out of sight would remind
us nt once of the similar things that our
own people regard as lucky or unlucky.
It nil harks back to nn earlier day, when
these left handed beliefs went tho round
of the world In tho wnko of tho worship
of sun, moon and stars. It Is, of course,
certain that Japan worshipped tho sun
and tho moon, but they seem only to.
have differentiated tho milky way from
tho rest of them.

Hellglon, however, In Its truo service-
able sense, Is alive In Japan. Those front
tho west who miss tho regular gather-
ings for Sunday services may think
otherwise, but they are mistaken, as a
llttlo observation will show.

A mighty witness to the live religios
ity of rural Japan exists at Kioto. Tho
Illgashl IlongwanJI temple has been re-

built within twenty years. It was known
that ropes of the very greatest strength
were needed to lift nnd hoist the great
columns nnd rooftroo timbers Into
place, nnd sumo zealot proposed that It
be of human hair, which makes tho
strongest rope of all. Tho responso was
enthusiastic, nnd 30,000 women of a
slnglo province sacrificed their beautiful
dark tresses to the needs of tho great
Huddhlst shrine.

The rope that performed Its task
without a break Is shown on, the tcmplo
grounds It Is closely woven, 221
feet long, 13 Inches In clrcumfcrenco
nnd over four Inches In diameter! Ono
touched Its lustrous colls with rever
ence! It meant so much sacrifice; so
many wishes from the deeps of tho hu
man heart went with it, You can seo
the woman kneeling before the family
Buddhist shrine, tho shining length of
her dark lock. lifted In both hands and
on her lips the prayer "O, Bternal
iiiiuiiiia, in thine enlightenment will
thou not see for me nnd find for mo
the way of my heart's desire!" And
30,000 such women, so nraylne In ono
province: think of It!

nut the temples themselves, which
stand ever open and Invito tho way- -
larer, now uo justice to them In half
an article? You do not do It In a dozen
articles, but ono may lay down a few
general, briof observations, then tell
something of a few that ono has seen.

I have been over temples and looked
Into shrines almost without number, and
still the desire exists to see more. As
to construction, It may bo said that tho
buildings In Japan nro all of wood, with
gable roofs slightly curved and with far
projecting eaves, the other marked
feature being the weight nnd size of tho
rldgo pole, which Is often a heavy
squared timber with projecting ends
carved and decorated and often with an
upward turn. The roof In tho larger
temples Is supported by great columns,
tho rounded boles of great keyakl trees,
giving dignity nnd sometimes massive-nes- s

to the front, which Is the longest
side of the building.

It Is always approached by a flight
of stone steps, which, lifting tho struc-
ture, add to Its lmpresslveness. Within
tho lofty columns give n fine effect. In
the greater Shinto temple when tho
wood Is not plain It Is painted or
lacquered a vivid scarlet. Set among
the green of surrounding trees the vivid
color Is modified bearably.

In tho smaller Shinto shrines the roof
Is usually of straw. Then you find
one great structure beyond tho other,
the last the most sacred, but containing
only the mirror spoken of already or In
addition an ancient sword, both wrapped
In silken veils only removed for the
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highest authorities, as at Iso for the
Kmperor himself. In the Buddhist tem-
ples there Is on the contrary a wealth
of carving and coloring. The under sides
of tho eaves are painted daintily In
many colors, a light green prevailing,
but the carving and decorating without
and within have, no limit.

Tho great bells, Indeed the templo
bells of all grades, are things that have
their part in tho religions of Japan,
Many nro very large: most of them aro
very old. Thero aro no chimes; they
do not ring as wo think of ringing.
They boom. One loud, long stroke that
sings und thrills on tho air and dies
down to a murmur as of bees; then
silence, nnd then, nd only then,
another boom. At tho sound nil within
Its reach will pauso and listen, for It
speaks to them In a language they
iimler.-'t.ind-; tells them of time und tldo
or circumstance. It must mostly soothe,
for most men and women smile a llttlo
when they hear It. Only when It sounds
1111 11 In r in nro tho strokes close together;
then the whole town arouses.

Of tho modern Shinto temples tho
HelnJIn gu nt Kioto was built twenty
years ngo to celebriitu 1,100 years of the
city's history and In honor of tho Km-per-

Kwammu, who made Kioto his
capital. It Is very vast and bare. The
pillars aro red. It has a fluo gate called
Otlmmon, and tho templo Itself is calle 1

B.iikyokudcn, It ts set on tho plain mil
depends on Its dimensions for its maj
esty.

But tho great beauty of the tcmplo
shrines of Japan derives In largo part
from their hlllsldo location. No such
lofty structures aa the Gothic cnthe-drul- s

of Europe nro to be expected. Tho
religious architects of Japan wrought
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