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Keainnnhlei Heturn" nnil "Ilea-sniuib- lo

Hutes."
neRnnllnc the Issues presented to the

Intersttito Commerce Commission In
.he rate enso Involving tho Eastern rail-

roads n corrosto:uleiit nsks:

Is not the question In Its simplest to
whether a public utility, restricted or sub-Je-

to rc.itrlctloti by Government regula-tlo- n

to a fair return on It? cnpltal In pros-

perous times. Is entitled to a fnlr return
on Its capital at all times? If a return
on capital not more than reasonable. Is

one of the, determinants of a reasonable
rate It Is n corollary proposition that a
return on capital not Ions than reasonable
Is also a determinant And further. If

Government regulation determines rates
portly on the basis of holding capital to
a reasonable return, does not .1 reasonable
rate'' Include In Its definition 'a reasonable
return on capital at the particular time'?"

Thcit N no doubt whatever Hint the
Government l''s Mx rates In accord-

ance with Its conceptions of the rpturn
on onjiltnl which such rates will rea-

sonably penult.
Not since the ("iovcrnment took charje

of tho railways, for that precisely Is
what It has ilone through regulative
enactment and Interpretation, has the
Interstate Commerce Commission set
out to reduce rate on the ground that
the railroad.-- , were earning too much
money. It has, however. In effect argued
at great length and repeatedly that re-

ductions ordered In rates would not
prevent railroad earnings from eiiilblt-n- g

n reaoonahle return on Invented
cnpltal.

It has argued at even greater length,
In refusing to sanction raje Increases,
that the Increases were not needed to
enable the railroads to make adequate
earnings for Vhclr owner. It has at all
time-- , in recent years considered earn-

ings In the light of rates and rates in
the light of earnings.

Itedticed to Its lowest terms the
course of rate regulation could be de- -

MCflhtsl as a consistent and t

refusal to allow such rates as would
jleld more than 11 reasonable return
on capital. Is there any other logical
conclusion than that railroad rates
must not ho such ns to yield less than
n reasonable return on capital';

If It ls objected that "reasonable re-

turn" Is an elastic phrase, capable of a
large variety of detlliitlon. ami that
there Is not much prollt In phrases, the
answer might be made that It Is not
hnlf as elastic a phrase as "reasonable
rntes.'' The Interstate Commerce Com-

mission s to have hail no dltllculty
In guiding Its decisions' hy Its notion of
reasonable rates, and It should have
less trouble In arriving at an agree-
ment ns to what Is meant by a reason-
able return on capital Invested In rail-

road service.
Tho commission lins certain very

hard facts to assist It. One Is the
rlcp which capital commands In the

Investment markets where tho rail-

roads must seek funds In competition
.with other forms of enterprise. An-

other Is the continuing necessity with
which the railroads are confronted ot
obtaining annually fresh supplies of
capital In addition to the amounts al-

ready fuinlshed them to establish,
maintain and extend the transporta-
tion Industry.

Just before the European war broke
but the Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion made an almost grudging acknowl-
edgment thnt railroad net revenues
wero lusulllclent, It had been shown
that In tho last four years, despite
large additional Investments of money,
railroad net earnings actually de-

creased. Power cannot be exercised In

this country without responsibility.
power Is something which

American public opinion has never tol-

erated for long. The (ioverunicnt Is
eerclslng the power to tlx rates and It

must own resHinsblllty for the return
of earnings iini-dl- ili' when rates nre
multiplied by the volume of tratlle.

If the railroads are going to be
financed In the future ns in the past
under a regime of private ownership
thero must bo Incre.ised assurance that
n reasonable return on present capital
Invested will accrue from regulated
rales. Cnless this assurance li vouch-tnT-

the railroads will he unable to
Obtain the supplies of new capital which
they will need annually. To convey
this nssurauce some Increase, not a de-

crease, of net earnings must accompany
Inrge Increases of capital expenditure
hy the railroads; and on the present
level of rntes this assurance Is wholly
lucking.

Moreover the European war Is going
to raise the price of capital to all bor

rowers for years to come. This Intro-
duces n doublo factor of expansion In
railroad fixed charges which must bo
Admitted to the reckoning of the rate
regulators.

Furthermore, It seems never to hare
occurred to tho Government controllers
of the railroad system that tho rail-
roads cannot ro on forever heaping up
their capitalization. Some principle of
amortization of cnpltal debt must be
adopted in railroad finance. Some pro-
vision must bo made for the extinction
of future Indebtedness at least, when
thnt Indebtedness Is Incurred. Homings
which permit n reasonable return on
capltul Invested must soner or Inter
allow for n reasonable return of In-

vested capital.

The Hostility of Cnrrnn.a.
General Carranza would not he where

he Is todny but for the favor of tho
United States. 'This country picked
him for a winner against Victoiiiano
Ilt'iRrA, the de facto President of Mex-
ico. It weakened Hit.rta'h power In
every moral and material way that It
could. It gave Carranza unstinted
moral support and enabled him to ob-

tain all the arms and ammunition he
could pay for. Throughout, Humta's
attitude toward the I lilted States was
deprecatory If not conciliatory- - Car-iianza-

was contumacious and provoc-

ative If not absolutely menacing.
Success with American supiort and

comfort has not nltered Cariianza'h at-

titude In any way. He plainly regards
this Government ns an offensive med-
dler. Ills tlrst Idea lifter that or hold-
ing on to the supreme government Is to
rid Mexico of Its Interference, Its Influ-
ence, Its participation In any degree In
the settlement of the country's affairs.
Above all, he Is eager to push American
troops off Mexican soli. Plainly Ills
wiser supporters restrain him with dif-
ficulty from ordering nn attack on the
temporary garrison at Vera Cruz.

It Is Idle to reproach General Car-
ranza with Ingratitude. True, hemndo
full use of all the oportunlt!cs we gave
him to organize victory. Why not? It
cannot be alleged that he ever showed
any cordiality toward Washington or
auy regard for (he advice or opinion
of this country. Still Ies did he ac-

cept any prospect of moral hegemony
during his regime. If there Is any
blame to be awarded It seems to attach
wholly to our owu leaders, who when-
ever an oplHirtuulty presented Itself
mude the wrong guess.

It Is ipilte absurd to gird at Car.
ranza. We have him on our hands In
spite of determined efforts on his part
to keep free of us, and It certainly is
not his fault that we are In Vera Cruz.
It really looks as if the best thing we
have to hope for Is rescue fron our
predicament by the doughty Vit.i., onco
regarded as Impossible but apparency
far more ready than his quondam ally
to help us save our face.

The .Menace of Hood Alcohol.
The recent death of fourteen men

after drinking wood alcohol brings to
mind the warning published under the
above caption In Tin: Scn of September
2S. The aim of that warning was to
arouse public sentiment to the necessity
of greater caution with regard to In-

halation of the vapors from this dan-
gerous article, which Is used In the
manufacture of chap perfumes th.tt
are In dally nud constant use hy women
chiefly, nlso In the manufacture of var-
nishes, from the use of which deaths
have been reported, It was pointed out
that the principal obJt-.-tlo- n to the label- -

ling of wood alcohol emanated from the
perfumers, who Unit It far cheaper than
ordinary nloohol. We urged the passage
of a law forbidding under jionalty nf a
J.ill sentence the use of wood alcohol In
any preparation without Its Mng dis-
tinctly labelled iolson. And It was sug-
gested that the use of denatured alcohol
In the manufacture of varnishes should
lie made compulsory.

In view of the fact that It has been
demonstrated thnt human beings nre
far more liable to be poisoned by
wood alcohol than animals, and that the
new kind of wood alcohol known 11s

Columbian spirit Is an Insidious danger
because Its presence Is not betrayed by
the peculiar odor of wood alcohol Itself,
no legal proscription of the ue of this
dangerous article can be too exacting
or severe.

The death of the unfortunate men re-

ported to have succumbed to this poison
will doubtless set In motion rigorous
.ictlon against the dealer and manufac-
turer of this particular brand of adul-
terated alcohol. It Is to be hoped that
(be law advised by Thk Spn will be
enacted though It be "locking the stable
after the horse Is stolen."

I'nlforms for Women.
There Is something so naive in th

occasional struggles of the Inferior to
regulate and command tho Superior
Sex thnt these should be set down to
simplicity or mere masculine Ignorance
rather than to Impudence. Mr. W. L.
Grown-- , a sociological surveyor who
builds novels. Is therefore pardonnhltt
Inevitably he Is amusing when after
viewing the fiettlcoat hindsono o'er
he prescribes In the November Atlantic
Monthly "I'nlforms for Women." It Is
the female fondness for fine cloth"
thnt make Papas growl and Husbands
swear: drags women to the street, Hy
costly fogs and frequent changes of
fashion "women lead humanity nearer
to poverty, envy, discontent, frivolity,
starvation, prostitutionto general so-

cial deuradatlon " In short, drink and
the Crime of 1S7M and the absence of
the single lax seem to be mern froth
on the ocean of woe. In "the ghastly
picture" are strokes such ns this:

"I have private Information of an ex-

penditure of JHO.OOK a year on dress;
one of J'n.ono Is reported to me from
America. I have seen n bill for dress
and llnserle nlime lncu.-ie- d at one shop;
135,001) In twelve months "

What of It, If the buyers "have the
price"? What of It. loo, If women
spend more on dress than men? Such
Is by no means the Invariable fact. Mr.
GioRnr. forgets the Innumerable women
who mnke their own clothes and create
for smull cost, other than patient and

skilful labor, frock that are wonders
to the benighted male and cause heart-
burnings even among sister connois-
seurs. He forgets, too, the sums spent
hy men, and not hy women, on their
little habits and diversions, tlestdcs,
unless the late Price Coi.mes was
deeply misinformed, tho Englishman as
a rulo gets the lion's share In the mat-
ter of personal expenditure, wives and
daughters and sisters faring much more
meagrely. Hut hear the solemn voice
of sociology :

"The truth Is that changes In fashion
are n habit and a hysteria, an advertise-
ment, an Insult offered by wealth to
poverty, a degradation of women's quali-
ties which curries Its own penalty In the
form of growing: mental baseness."

Let snickers on the distaff side be
severely repressed. To be In the fash-
ion Is degrading and mentally base.
"A group of leaders of fashion deter-
mined to abolish fashion" Is therefore
called upon to Invent n woman's uni-
form. Mr. Gi.oruk modestly offers his
own suggestion; says blithely that he
"could sketch n dozen uniforms." We
leave to the experts the task of picking
to pieces the one he does Invent, merely
remarking that It Includes "a fixed type
of lint." Menfolks hnve two fixed types
of hat, the derby and the stovepipe,
both devised, we arc convinced, hy the
Homed Devil himself, ugly, uncomfort-
able, n pain to the head and an Invita-
tion to tho winds, tortures, cruel Jokes
to which the two legged sheep meekly
consents. Such Is the crown of man-
hood. Shall the ornament of more gra-
cious polls be submitted to standardiza-
tion and ugllficatlon?

Huh! Tho regulators want to regti-lot- e

everything, but before they exnet
conformity In vesture feminine sup-
pose they try to standardize the "vari-
ous utid ever mutable, woman,' whoso
cycles of fashion nre but the visible re-

flection of tho genius of surprise. Not
that uniforms, suro to ho most uniint-form- ,

wouldn't bo well In their wuy.
Mr. Gtonor. has written "A Hed of

Hoses.'" He will find nn uncommon
collection of thorns, not to say needles
and hatpins, In It If he doesn't give up
reforming and uniforming.

Thanks to nn Knemy of Society.
To the humorous and imaginative

Massachusetts enemy of society who
on Saturday solemnly Insisted on the
enforcement against Harvard's crimson
banners of the prohibition of red flags
we offer our sincere thanks and con-

gratulations. He showed up the ab-

surdity of this particular enactment
neatly and completely: may he have
further opportunity to expose the med-
dlesome and oppressive statutes that
loo busy legislatures all over the coun-
try delight In putting In the books.

Apparently tho authors of this monu-
ment to wisdom and Intelligence

the revolutionary symbol as tho
cause nnd fountain head of the revolu-
tion, a view it Is not surprising to find
they were able to Impress upon the
lawmakers. "Suppress the red flag,"
we can hear them tell the solons. "and
there can lie no more riots"; nnd so the
thing was done. Thus In dozens of
cases futility has found Its expression
In penal enactments, until the law libra-
ries nre fat with ridiculous statutes
ill hum nt utterly inconsequential and
trivial practices.

Only occasionally Is It possible to
display these enactments In their ludi-
crous phase so that public attention
may be centred on them. Whenever
such an opportunity presents Itself, miy
our Old Hay State revolutionist 1m on
hand to manage the exhibition.

W here Does the Cur Stop?
New York street cars nre operated

In strict conformity to tho near side
stop ordinance except In cases In which
It pleases the motormnn, the company's
Inspector or the tratlle Kllceman to
Introduce a rule of reason for Its modi-
fication. The result Is that at Impor-

tant and congested corners nobody can
know In advance where the ear he
wants to ride In will take him aboard.

This Introduces Into what might be
n most prosolc Incident of dally life
nn element of chance and excitement
hitherto unknown. Saturday the car
stopped on the uptown side of the cross
street: yesterday It stopped on the
downtown Mile; n daring gambler would
undoubtedly give odds that It
will come to a halt In tho middle of the
street. Itegular patrons of the lines
derive great pleasure from trying to
outguess the jKiwers that determine the
car's course, usually losing; nnd stran-
gers In the city find themselves moved
to wonder nt the Ingenuity that has
been expended In devising nnd main-lalnlii- g

this remarkable puzzle.

The Criminal Insane In New.lersey.
The search for the insane murderer

Itic'iiAim von Kiif.iih draws attention
to a weakness In tho penal system of
New Jersey which, happily, Is in the
way of being remedied to some extent.
The State has had heretofore no asy-
lum for the criminal Insane, nnd the
dangerous characters of that class have
been confined In the State hospitals nt
Trenton nnd Morris Plains. Abu result
several criminal patients have escaped.
There seems to lie considerable laxity
In Institutions where escapes are com-
mon, but naturally the precautions nre
less where no Idea of Imprisonment Is
Involved In the detention.

In addition to the escaicil criminal
lunatics others have been released In
custody of their friends from time to
time. Von Kiti.im was one of these. All
the Now Jersey hospitals nre so over-
crowded that the officials nre always
ready to find 1111 excuse for getting rid
of an Inmate, The net result Is that tho
authorities know of sundry persons nt
large six Is a minimum number who
nre lnssino wltn criminal tendencies
nud nre therefore n standing menace to
the people of (he Slate.

It Is rather loo late to point out the
culpable negligence of this condition.
It Is on the point of being remedied.
The State Is building an asylum for the
criminal Insane at Trenton which will
soon be finished. It may npeiir strange
that such provision Is hetng made so
tardily, hut the fact Is the evolution of
New Jersey In recent years from semi- -

A

rural Into what may be called metro-
politan conditions has been so rapid
that It has taxed her energies and
financial resources to keep up with her
own Hixrwth. Less than n generation
ago she had n relatively small and
homogeneous population, most peace
ably disposed. Her cities, relatively
wnall, wero almost freo from vicious or
criminal elements. To-da- y population
Is denso nnd cosmopolitan, especially In
tho cities, nnd all the resulting prob-

lems have developed suddenly and

In this matter of tho criminal Insane
as In other large questions, such as

social control, road making nnd
park extension, tho State 1b dealing
with the situation In the modern spirit.
The only pity is that, owing to restric
tion of fuuds, It Is not making sufficient
allowance for future needs. The new
asylum will accommodate 200 intlent
at the most, and It appears there are
nlniuly that number In the State hos-
pitals awaiting transfer. Kxtenslon of
the new buildings Is cnllr.d for before
they nre finished and waste of money
and postponement of ofllclency result.

Itegnrdlcss of tho broad reform ne.ir
nt hand, does not the cose of Von Kiif.iis

call for a roundup of the known crimi
nal lunatics now running free and their
confinement somewhere to keep them
out of harm's way?

Will t'nele Jos Cannon please try nnd
get It Into his wicked old pate that the
Q. O. V. Is? no longer n roRtie elepbnnt?

ltestomtlon of sugar duties by n
Democratlo Congress nnd Administra-
tion becausn of the wnr deficit
may well bo regarded, If It comes to
pass, as a blending of the bitter with
the sweet.

Tho worst spirit of French
Is exhibited tn the attacks of

the xoclallst press upon tho nuns who
nro nursing the wounded nlong tho bat-
tle lines In northern France. Thcso de-

voted women are enduring all the suf-
ferings nnd horrors of war for tho sake
of their country nnd of humanity. More
than onei has given her llfo tn tho work.
Their crlmo Is that they offer the

of religion to men dying nnd In
pain. Tho hostile news-paper- s call this
an unfair advantage taken by tho
Church of tho opportunity tho war lias
given It. Of course, religion Is always
at the height of Its Intluencn In times
of woo. It Is n natural ndvantago
founded In human nature, nnd It Is tho
very snbstnnco of faith nnd piety to
press tho ndvnntage, thus awakening
hopo In tho sufferers' Irreasts Instead of
ugony nnd despair hope In th future,
hope here nnd hopo hereafter. The un-

imaginative typo of mind that f.ills to
seo beauty nnd good In this; when hardly
any other beauty or good survives Is
n baleful nnd destructive Influence. Its
true description Is not antl-clerlc- but
Inhuman. The nnrrow bigotry which
It propagates Is far more terrible than
that whreh-- Imputes to those, who dis-
agree with Its teachings. Its ultimate
triumph In national llfo would mean
complete servitude of the soul.

It must afford considerable amuse-
ment to tho cynical to find tho enlight-
ened Knvrr taking tho plnco of old
Annul. Ha mid In the pillory as the cham-
pion bad man of Turkey. Whatever
the faults of the "Hed Sultan" may have
b-- en It Is not easy to Imagine him em-
broiling tho remnant of the Ottoman
Kmplro In a war by which It stands
to gain nothing nnd tn lose its txlstenco.
HaMin was cruel, but he was the
shrewdest diplomat of his day.

A new demand on American gener-
osity Is presented by Ambassador
liEtiARP, who revenls the wretched plight
of the Helglnn prisoners of war In Ger-
many. There are 35,000 of them, and
their homeless Government has been
unablo apparently to supply nny of
their needs, whereas France, England
and Ilussla hnve taken caro of their
men through tho Spanish Ambassador.
With the rigors of a German winter
close at hand theso victims of tho war
must Incur tho severest suffering un-
less outside benevolence, help them.
Hut tho requisitions on lienevolenco
grow so fa-- that It Is a question how
long there will be resources to meet
them, however keen tho spirit of giv-
ing. Kvcry day reveals n new area of
want and suffering, nnd every day In-

creases the drain upon the fountains
of relief.

.Not tn lie Slnrteil (hit.
To the Koitor or Tun Hoc Sfrv To

say that Mr. .Murphy Is strong In his
friendships and unflinching In his enmi-
ties opens nn avenue of replies that could
not pwslhly be accommodated for epaeo.
If Mr. W. II. Klllnon will precisely dellno
the sort of "friendships" bo mentions I
will admit the unflinching character of
the enmities

A vital principle of political leadership
la the power to make you bellevo that your
leader can do something to you If you
desert. It Is not unusual nt times to

thnt he can do nothing for you.
That Is Mr. Murphy's position
Tammany has retreated Into Its main
fortification but prefers to starve
within Its walls rather than rink annihi-
lation without. Profitable treachery Is
Impossible. It sticks nnd starves and so
the leader remains.

The brand of the organlratlon Is upon
each of Its membern. Thero may be nmt-tertn-

nbout the lack of provisions, hut
there Is no prospect of a full and satis-fyln- g

ration In the camp of the enemy.
You cannot rtarve Tammany out.

Irving K, Doob,
Nrw York:, November 7,

VI My, Koldlcra, Vth.
To tub Km tor or Tub Run Kir;

Please may I say to "M. M.." about her
protest against the use of "Tlpporary" on
festive occasions, that "Tlppciary" Is no
dirge? Its cheerful Inconsequence Is what
makes It popular with Tommy Atkins,
who Is not a man to sniffle over his emo-tlon- s.

I think ho would like to know
that his tuneful ditty was chanted In
Hroadway at well us In tho trenches.

New Yohk, November S. M. Wiiitb.

Mho Mas Old llnprr?
To the KniTOH or The Scn Sir: Will

you look In the "Dictionary of Unprofnne
Profanity" and find out what Is the origin
of "Dang old Hopor"? Who was "Hoper"
and why should ho bo "danged"?

F. F. T.
HtcitMONn, Va., November 7.

FiutrrrliiK llamanlt)'.
To the Kditor oi' The SUN Sir; In

estimating the reasons for tho "rise" taken
out of the Democrats by tho voters Inst
Tuesday don't overlook tho potentialities
of Hanian and his gibbet. J. P. D.

New Yoiik, November I.

rerembnlatnr?,
I met a Cheddar cheeia one dax,

Out atrolllnE for the air.
And at Iti tide there proudly walked

A robuit Camemkert,

1 promptly save them right ef way,
lleraue It letmed quite fair

And loflral for thrm tp bs
Out walklni far Ikt air,

. I, H.

tlELIEf t oil T1W nEMIAXS.
Hie t.'rnrrous Contribution Made hy the

Nnia Mention.
To tub Ktiiron op Tint Hun Sir; The

Rockefeller Foundation Is taking up an
enormous Job and one well worthy of It
In the present movement to nld the s.

Ah you so clearly state, this mag-nlflct-

action should spur other Ameri-
cans to more llbernl giving, rather Coan
cause them to regard tho needs of the
Uelglans ns practically taken care of

You may not be aware that the Pre-
mier of this province issued on September
18 a personal appeal t he people of
Nova Scotia for food nnfl clothing to bo
sent to the women nnd children of Ucl-glu-

and as a result of this appeal them
w:n gathered together within tho next
month over $35,0(10 in cash and 5,000 tons
ot useful gifts.

The stestner Tremorvah, carryings part
of this material, salted from Halifax on
October 29 for London, to be delivered to
the Ilelglan Minister. Its cargo consisted
of the following goods, which will be dis-
tributed as he directs, probably through
the American Minister In Hrussels:

One thousand seven hundred tone of po
tatoee. 140 tons ot flour, 4,000 cases and
packages of clothlnf, 1,000 drums of cheese,
2S0 barrel! of fl nil. 6,000 caiea of canned
good. Stc.

This magnificent rfft came from a prov-
ince with a popuUtlon of only (55.000.
If tho 90,000,000 soplo In the United
.States respond as well ns tiavo a scant
half million In Nova Scotia the hunger
ot the llelgtans will soon be satisfied.

Tho departure of this ship from Halifax
seems to have been unnoticed In tho
United States papers. I hope that you
can find space to call attention to It and
give due credit to tho Premier and the
genoroua people, of this province, whose
gifts are, I believe, the first to have been
despatched. I hope nlso that the cxamnle

I of this smalt province may prove nn In
spiration to the multltudo or generous
people at home.

An American' in Nova Scotia.
Htkm.aiiton, N. H., November t.

UMti: IX THIS (Or.XTHY.
Hliat Is tin- - Proper MnrK nnil Superscrip-

tion of Mich (innitsV
To the lioiTon ok THE SUN Sir.-- Now

that tho subject of marking goods manu-
factured In this country Is receiving at-
tention It occurs to nn observer that thoro
may bo some illltlculty In securing n fit-
ting mark to Identify goods as having been
made here.

The marks generally tiert nnd dis-
cussed now nre: "Made In America" and
"Made In V. S. A " Neither seems fit to
be ndopted for countrywide use, because
both nro ambiguous. Hven If through
our Inaccuratu use the word "America"
has come to mean our own country to us.
still ".Made In America" does not nctually
mean ".Mado In tho United States of
America" and would apply to any nation
on this continent. "Made In V S. A " of
enure-- ! designates this country, but If the
Union of South Africa at some unknown
future date starts to market products It
can correctly use tho same mark.

ThW last seems rather far fetchod nnd
of coureu we cunnut help It If tho Union
of South Africa can ne our beloved "U.

j H. A" but tho business Industry hero
has always Invented very Individual marks

I for Its products, nnd Its Ingenuity should
be able to devise some mark that Is dis-
tinctly our own. Humble suggestions aro:
"Manufactured In United States" con-
tracted Into "ManunlMa," also "Unlsta- -'

made."
Hanpoli'h William Shannon.' Newark, N. November 7.

i Tin: i:u:cTinx.
Protest of the limply Olnnrr I'all Agalnt

Ton Hill a Statute llnok.
To the noiTon or The Sc.v Sir; Oreat

Is reform, great Is managing the other
man's business, great Is wholesale legis-
lation, but greatest of all Is the awaken-
ing of the people to the simple
fact that It Is capital, not legislation, that
fills the dinner pall.

Virtue cannot be legislated Into the
minds of men, particularly on an empty
stomach. Man Is sincere In hunger. In
liquor and In tho presence of death, but
only very rarely In the voting booth. The

election, however, was simply an
outburst of sincerity, it was a demand
of the people throughout the country for
a return of the d.i of Itepuhltcan pros-
perity, when the dinner pall was full,
when business was alive, when "mnlefac-tor- s

of great Health" were building up
Industrie Instead of fighting indictments,
In short, a demand for a return of the
times when we were more comfortable
than tiow, even though not so high
minded.

While, tho victory Ih ti the Hepubllcan
party, It Is the voice ot human nature
that was speaking. I.. FoRnci.nr.

Utica, November 7.

lUHtES.

The Niilmeg SoeluloEM llcoure of
Two Vnrletles.

To the Kpitoii or THE Sc.v Sir: There
are two classes of bores that I would like
lo have added to the "llttl.i list" In "The
Mikado": First, tho Intellectual know.

who tell you what kind of verso
n beautiful poem Is Instead of showing
nt leam a shred of literary decency In ap-
preciating Its beauty; second, tho musical
geniuses who, at tho symphony when tho
mellifluous harmony Is falling on your
barbarous ears, tell you In a sonorous,
strldulous nnd analytical voice all about
tho movements of the compositions, using
nil their technical expressions. If such
people were condemned "to a life sentence
nt teaching," as Mr. W. J. Henderson sug-
gests, It would do much to raise the peo.
pie from tho nadir of despair to which
somo of our modem literary and musical
geiduses have condemned them by their
"worship of an echo In the crowd" mid
chase tho lines from the brow of the truo
artist whose eyes have been "chnrged
with unshed tears,"

James I). Dewem., Jr.
New Haven, Conn., November 6.

Itule, Nut "llule."
To the Kditor or The St'N Sir: Will

you permit mo to point out that "Hrltannla,
Itule the Waves," I tho correct wording
of that song, not "Holes"? It Is nn Invo-
cation nnd not a boast. It seems Incred-
ible that one possessing a such high tie.
gree of "Kultur" ns that exhibited by
your correspondent "C. J, S," should
misquote through Ignorance. Possibly bis
letter was mailed at Snyville, I,. I., or Is
It. perchance, a specimen of German
"thoroughness"'.' n. It.

New Yoiik, November 3.

Holes anil Waves.
To thk Kditor or The Sun Sir: Apro-

pos of the violation of Ilelglum the fol-
lowing Is being passed around:

"Hrltannla rules tho waves,
And (lermany waives tho rules."

New Yohk, November S. P, W

Another O. I.. II.
To ins Editoh or The MrsMr; My friend

Pr Havld 1. Atwater. the eole surviving
member of the Yale elnea of lilt, punted
hie ninety-sevent- h birthday at Hprlngdeld,
Man lie li ale'tthe oldet aluinnun of tho
Yale Medical Hchool of the clnm of 1(J,
He la hale and hearty, hua all hli farultlei,
can rend without claeaea. nnd according tn
the Springfield Union l very much Inter-tte- d

In the coming football
match He nlso holds nil the popular opin-
ions concerning the Kiire.tn war and other
matters, both religious ami social,

Smbiis 11. Ciuttsimh.
Nrw Ydsh, November II,

Krlegsplel.
The strongest forts are little use,

They offer short resistance,
Tor Krupp's projectiles play the deuce

At an amatlng distance.
The cruisers have small chance to fight

Willi enemies and pink 'em
When these with weapons out ef sight

Hate found the way to sink 'em.
As Sherman taught us long ago

That war was then a hell game.
So Herman guns would seem ta anew

That now It Is a shell game,
Clioim 13. Hoaswooo.

THK ESSEStlAIsS OF SOVTII
AME1UCAN THAIIE.

Observations by n Man Mho fmlrrttands
flic Conditions of RurccM,

To tub KntTon or The Sun Sir: The
practical and commercial results of hav-
ing travelled through every country south
of tho Caribbean Sea, not merely touching
at tho capitals but travelling thousands
of mites on horseback In the Interior,
show unequivocally that there Is for the
United States a good nnd wholesome trade
In these countries, provided that we han-
dle It In a good and wholesome way.

Cart tall methods ot doing business,
brass band procedure of selling corn
cures nnd many other well known tactics
significant of somo of our American en-
terprises will produce only unsatisfactory
results, not only In the Immediate trans-
action but In the damage Incurred as the
pendulum swings back, as It must. In
seeking Its normal position.

The essential features for trade with
South America might be put In the fol-
lowing form of advice:

Send better men to these countries,
send men with more admiration, more
understanding nnd more observation and
with less criticism and less conceit.

Manufacturers and producers In the
United States who seek business In South
America should bear In mind that over
threo hundred years of trading with Eu-
rope has established a confidence In these
countries which will be very hard for us
lo reach In the few years of our Latin
American activities.

We are often Inclined to consider South
Americans ns half barbarians and half
civilised, but It should be remembered
that Lima, Peru, had a university when
the Indians were running naked over
Manhattan Island. I remember on one
occasion being reproved In n manner
which I will not soon forget by n man
much my senior and to whom I hail thus
expressed myself. He said: "Do not call
us barbarians because we disagree with
you, or because we do not always con-

form to your Ideas and habits. I will
glvo ou nti Instance of where perhaps
you Americans are barbarians." In Ids
following words we have an excellent
mirror In which to see ourselves as the
South American sees us. He said: "You
have 55,000,000 people tn tho United State
who eat becnuo It Is 12 o'clock."

Tho significance of that expression con-
veys the Idea of the mental process of
these people They ent when they are
hungry: they ask for goods when and
bow they want them, and they know
what they want.

They want to deal with the United
States, they prefer to deal with the
United Staites: but theremust be harmony
and reciprocity In the transaction. We
cannot expect to sell them goods and take
their gold In payment therefor and then
force them to borrow that gold from us
at usurious rntes In order to develop their
own vnsf countries. Kew Americans realize
that Uracil nlone exceeds by 100,000
square miles the area of the entire Unltod
States.

As I understand trade. It means the
oxthntigo of something you do not want
for something you do want, and my ob-

servations of the export situation have
taught me to look with more fear upon
the commercial policy of Germany than
that of Kngland. It Is not generally
known that there are two representatives
who patrol entire South America and
who report dlrcttly to the Kaiser. They
seo tho buyer, they see his customers,
they see tho banker, they see the men
who extend nnd require credits, and so
on down the commercial line. They hear
his story, they meet nnd know htm per-
sonally and form therefrom their esti-

mate of bis mornl fibre and financial
In this moral feature lies

perhaps the most striking difference be-

tween our method and the Kuropean
method if trading In South America. The
personal integrity of the buyer has con-
siderably more weight with nurope than
It bns In America, and mj years of ex-

perience In these countries compels me to
siv that opinions reached hy this methol
have been the more correct and are still
more to be depended upon than a strictly
comsr.t'clnl rating.

Another Instance I r.'all which em-
phasizes this phase of !h South Ameri-
can merchant: It Is much easier to se-

cure his written contract than his word
if nomr, the reason being that a written
contract means only what It says,
whereas a verbal agreement Is "mucho
mas dellendo" (much more delicate).

The teople of these countries are good
people; they are kind, hut they are shrewd,
nnd nny narrownese on our part or nny
attitude consisting In the least of trickery
will not be successful. Straightforward-tus- s

has Its par value with them as In alt
parts of the world, but formulas of
trickery best known In the United States
are very mild concoctions compared with
the Ingredients which the South American
has at his disposal for produrlng a very
palatable mixture should the situation call
for that prescription.

When we have Improved the personnel
of Americans seeking business In South
America, ns wo have Improved the per-
sonnel of tho American consular service,
we shall find In these people an attitude
of appreciation nnd esteem which one
cultivated person recognizes In and as-

sumes toward nnother.
Until such time It Is useless to seek

her trade on tho basis of "I U. S. cur-
rency, cash against bill of lading, f. o. b.
alongside steamer New York. per cent
extra tor ocean shipment."

ALrtigD J. Thompson.
New York, November 7.

HrltMi lliittons on Martial .Irrsey liest.
To the KntTon or The St'N Sir: I

wish to enlighten you that I am the man
who detected that the buttons mado In
Kngland appear on the I). S. mllltla uni-
forms.

I noticed tho statement In your paper
by that patriotic citizen, as no doubt the
Incident reached his ears as I remarked
the case to a good many of my friends.
I nppreciatn his feelings towards such
conditions that prevail In our country,
which I consider Is not a scandal but a
disgrace for a American soldier to wear
a, uniform with Kngllsh nmko buttons.

I lodged a protest with our Governor
ns bo Is chief commander of tho N. J.
mllltla and I also enclosed one of the
button's with a card board stamped
"made In Kngland" and button engraved
In tho back "A. J. Daunt & Sons Limited,
Kngland." Noah Ckiokii, D. O, 8.

P. S. Member of the mllltla N. J. N. O.
First IteglmenU

Newark, N. J November 7.

Tired of Teaelier-Mntlier- s,

To the Kimtor or The Sun Sir: I am
so tired uf tho teacher-moth- question.
Let women who wish to bear children re-
sign nnd give many a young struggling
teacher a chance. Naturally a woman's
husband should support her: even a
teacher-mother'-

An Olii Fashioner Woman.
New Yohk, November S.

The Mhlle Plains Muse.
To hie IImtiis or Tn Hcs .sir: To those

ltepublle.ui "leaders" who are now the loud-
est I tnka particular pleasure In dedlcat
Ing the following doggerel, "To the Hepub-
llcan Party," assuming It, In principle, to
exemplify Hie mental attitude of the aver-
age Independent citltan to ths now vic-
torious host:
I wouldn't get up nud holler,

Thnt In, If I were you,
And tell people that you did It,

l'r ou, know that Isn't true,
So don't strut round and bluster

And make yourself look tall,
For the sa tiiK ramuunt called ths Independent

Pld the business after all.
You've got a vcaly record, you art a chap

uf no renown;
We've only used one fool to run another

down.
You don't possess our full confidence, we

hold ynu by a chain,
You betrayed us when e trusted you and

ulll not suiter II again.
If you behave no better than when In power

before,
Tou'll And our hide again tacked up on

the smoke house door,
n. Comsotos,

Whits rtiiss. November 7.

PUBLIC SERVICE BILL

DRAWN AS A MODEL

Soth Low and W. It. Willpox
Mnko Report on Civic Fcrl-erntio- n

Measure.

RADICAL IDEAS DEVELOPED

The Nntlonal Civic Federation has had
Its executive council prepare a model pub.
Ho service commission bill. It has ii
Just Issued a report upon this bill by Si--

Low, Its president, and William It. Wil-
cox, of the New Tric en.
I'ubllo Bcrvlco Commission.

Tho federation studied public and prl
vate operation of municipal utilities her
and In Kngland nnd Its commission pra.
tlcally ngreed that In the United Statu
under existing conditions of municipal
politics private operation would be prefer-abl-

to public ownership, provided only
that there were sufficient regulation to
protect the citizens against too high rates
and poor service.

Nino men were then set to work to draft
a model utilities bill. They were Emerson
McMillln of the American Light and Trac-
tion Company, chairman of the council
Franklin Q. Ilrown of Hedmond & Co.,
John II. Gray, head of tho department of
economics and political science In tho Un-
iversity of Minnesota; Kdward M ltH
sett, of tho New York city
Public Service Commission: Jlulford
Krlcksoti. member of the Wisconsin Hall
road Commission : William n if... .
cago lawyer; IJlewctt Lee. general solicitor
of the Illinois Central Itnllroad: Mllo It
..Mnltble, member of the New Tork city
srMwiiu ijorvico commission, ano ArthurWilliams, chairman of the Association of
Edison Klectrlo Companies and hlmrelran engineer.

Provisions of the mil.
The bill provides for a salaried commls-slo- n

of five appointed by tho Governor for
five years, the chairman to be elected by
the member Mnn. e th. i .
. . itKinuus jo tobe Interested In or associated with anypublic utility under the commission's Juris.

ant commission nan power toregulate and aittirviuA ...... n,.i.ii.
to Inspect books and examine witnesses

nu receive complaints. Jt may fix rateiIt may determine the division of expene
to be assigned to utilities rendering Johnservice.

It Is empowered to supervise the Issu-ance Of stock- nmt InftM. K.... .t.- - .....- - ' u fciiu oiaieshall not guarantee stocks. It providesn.... wauimtu oi Donus tor more money
than Is actually required. Provision fornmortlza,tlon of Hlse,,,,,... ,. nwU u, nuu ex., OAIJOaeSconnected with such Issue may be required

me vutiiiiii&siun
Funds from stocks nnd bonds must not

OC apt) led tn I.nrr.,.., .n- -j ....
the commission, nnd upon demand utilities

--.t .".uuui io me commission for pro-cee-

of auch disposal.
To the mn,1..l hill . . .. .

v., - Tvnoie .nr. .iiait- -
rndlar.lntEL,,r.of'.Pr' " Mr- - Bassett

V. ,nree reticular objec,tin. a i
I11'6 named ooncur heart-H-although i, in i.

of compromises. ' ""my run
Mr. Maltble, Mr. Uassett and Prof.

lveyaP0,,n,M(Ut ,h' bl" d0" notg commission Juris-diction over holding companies. Theyuru alarmed nlso at possibilities of
Th7ChmtUl111" """"I'dotcd companies.
"oneni ".w drawn' thy remark.tho gate very wide for stockwa er ng n providing that themay equal the value of the.property. Value may be high because
?il?,r,:u ,,llvllfml due to excessive rntes.

according to value ratherthan according to investment may be nmeans of perpetuating exoesslve rates."They would In no case nllow the capital- -
of n merger to exceed the sum ofthe capltaf of the merging companies.,h" moM treatment offranchise grants, the three dissenterssay sharjdy: "We particularly

he provisions . w,ch Junde'r.
tHke virtually to deprive cities of all con-trol over franchise grants affecting theirown streets. Any private corporation nowoperating n publlo utility mny, under theproposed law, get n new franchise with-o- ut

the consent of the municipality, abuu""Kl'roperty owners or tho Stato Itself
...J' do ls ,0 ",e document, andfacto it gets n franchise. In many

."UC.h i1 Vro,lo ' unconstltu-tlon- a

it flagrantly violates thprinciple of home rule."

Itearnlittlnn nnd Capital.
KiiTl!e.Wh0.1?. c?rtentlon ln Naming thsItself to this Issue: The moreradical members of the council are J

"rMS regulation Df utilities tothe even If It makes It Impossibleto secure private cnpltal to own and runthem ; to some of theso men public own-ership and operntlon are really prefer- -

e.Im 0t,'7. fr?mrs, some of them men
with the task of Interesting pri.

jate capital In this field, are convincedtoo much regulation will permanentlyrepel cap till ; therefore, they would regu.
late us lightly as possible; some ha nil v
believe In regulation at nil. The National

" " "0t IUc'f 't0"1'the bill
Mr. Low and Mr. Wlllcox. commenting

on tho model measure, foresee a strugglebetween civil service nnd organized laborir municipal ownership shall make serlou- -

r,?""! ln,,tM. cou"try. If organlz.d
win such a conflict thevtlilnlc the sequel will lie the placing ofevery public, employment upon a militarybasis. They sny:

"In Fan Frunclsco n street ral'lway
system has been taken over by the public
and is now publicly owned nnd opcratel.Ily consequence It comes under the opera
tlon of the State civil service law. Theapplication of this law to the men em-ployed by the private company when takenover resulted in tho loss of their placesby many members of the local union ofstreet car employees. The effect upon
the union was so serious that the
American Federation of Labor has senta commission to Kuropo thin year to study
particularly this aspect of the question,

'Without attempting to anticipate thereport of this commission. It seems to lieupon the surface ttiHt the civil service
ayeteni nnd regulation of rates of pay In-
law are Inconsistent with ttie methods nnd
objects of collective bargaining by or-
ganized labor. In this apparently Irrecon-
cilable conflict which system In this
country would be likely to go hy th"
board? If the civil service syivern
were lo be broken down the country would
be tn danger of returning to the de-
moralizing doctrine To the victors beloiu
the spoils.' with the spoils multiplied so
as to Include every position necessitated
by the operation of the public utility,
whatever It mny be.

"If It be Imagined that collective bar-
gaining, Including the right to strike, tn.iv
bo permanently enjoyed In connection
the public service any one who thinks
this should recall what happened In demo-
cratic France when the railroad employees
of France went upon a general strike.
The men were ordered to the colors nnd
the strike whs broken,

"The nttempt to enrry out the methods
of collective bargaining and the right of
striking In connection with the service of
the public Is tho pathway toward placing
every public employment upon a military
basis. The pollttrnl consequences

are certain to be not less vital
It was said by some one at the time of
the Hayes-Tllde- n controversy In connee-tlo-

with the Presidency that If the pollti
cal patronnge had been twice ns large
ns It then happened to be It would have
been Impossible to have escaped civil war."


