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simeasonable Return'' and “"Rea-

sonable Rates.''
Regarding the {ssues presentsd to the
Interstute Commerce Commission In
the rate case involving the Eastern rall-

roads a correspondent asks:

*“Ta not the question in its simplesr foRy
whether a public utiitty, restricted or sub-
Ject to restriction by Government reguls-
tlon to a falr return on its capital In pros-
perous times, is entitled to a falr return
on its capital at all times?
on capital not more than reasonable s
one of the determinants of a reasonable
rate It proposition that a
return on capital not less than reasonable
is also a determinant And further, If
Government regulation deterninines rates
partly on the basis of holding capital to
a reasonable return, docs not a4 reasonable
pate include in ite definition ‘a reasonable
peturn on capltal at the particular time'?"

is a corallary

| RANZA with Ingratitude,
| full use of all the opportunities we guve

If a return L

Thera is no doubt whatever that the |

Government

does fix rates in accord- | RANZA.

rowers for years to come. This Intro-
duces a double factor of expansion In
rallrond fixed charges which must be
admitted to the reckoning of the rate
regulators.

Furthermore, It seems never to have
occurred to the Government controllers
of the rallrond system that the rail-
ronds cannot go on forever heaping up
thelr eapitallzation. Some principle of
smortization of eaplital debt must be
ndopted in raflroad finance. Some pro-
vislon must be made for the extinctlon
of future Indebtedness at least, when

which permit a reasonable return on
capital luvested must soener or later

1 25 allow for a reasonable return of in-

a5 | vested capital,
1 ’“I

The Hostllity of Carranza,

General CaArraNza would not be where
he Is to-day but for the favor of the
Unlted States,  This country pleked
him for a winner against Victomiaxo
Hurrra, the de facto President of Mex-
feo. 1t weakened HUERTA'S power In
every moral and material way that it
could, It gave CArnaNza unstinted
moral support and enabled him to ob-
tain all the arms and ammunition he
could pay for. Throughout, HUERTA'S
attitude toward the United States was
deprecatory If not concillatory.  Can-
RANZA'S was contumancions and provoe-
utive If not absolutely menacling,

Success with American support and
comfort has not altered CARRANZA'S at-
titude lu any way. He plainly regards
this Government as an offensive mel-
dier. His tirst ldea after that of hold-
ing on to the supreme government s to
rid Mexlco of I8 interference, its influ
ence, lts participation In any degree In
the settlement of the country s nffalrs,
Above all, he I3 eager to push American
troops off Mexican soll.  Plainly his
wiser supporters restrain him with d'f.
ficulty from ordering an attack on the
temporary garrison at Vera Cruz.

1t 18 idle to repronch General Car-
Trae, he made
1t

him to organlze victory. Why not?

canuot be alleged that he ever showwl |

uny cordlality toward Waushington or
uny regand for the advice or opinion

of this country. Stlll less did he ac-
Cepl any prospesct of moral hegemony
during his réglme If there Is any

blame to be awarded i1 seems to attach
wholly to our own leaders, who when-
ever an opportunly
made the wrong guess

It is quite absurd to gird at Cag-
We have him on our hands in

presented  Jise!

ance with Its conceptions of the return | spite of determined efforts on his part

on capital
sonably permit,

which such rates will rea-  to keep free of us, and It eertainly is

not his fanlt that we are In Vera Cruz.
1

Not since the Government took charge | It really looks as if the best thing we

of the for that precisely s
what it
cunctent
Interstate Commerve

ont to reluce rates on the ground that

raliways,

AT

the railroads were earning too much
woney, 11 has, however, In effect argued
at great length and repeatedly that re

ductioirs ordersd In rates would not

Lave to hope for is rescue froan oar

s done through regulative predicament by the doughty Vinpa, once
| Interpretation, has the  regarded as impossible but apparent'y
Commlssion set | far more ready than his quondam ally

to help us save our face.

The Menace of Wood Alcohol,

of fourteen men
brings to

The recent death

nfter drinking wood nleohol

prevent rallroad enrnings from exhibit- |mind the warning published under the

reasotiable  return on
cupital

It bas argued at even greater length,

invested above caption in Te 8UN of September

0y

The aim of that warning was to
nrouse public sentiment to the necessity

in refusing to sanction rage Increases, [of greater cautlon with regurd to in-
that the Inereases were not needed to | halation of the vapors from thls dan

enphle the railroads to make adequate | rorous article,

enrnings for shelr owners, 1t has at ail

Is used In
perfumes

which

manufacture of cheap that

times fu recent years considered earn- | yre in dally and constant use hy women
2 | ” »
fngs in the lght of vates and rates 10 ehiefly, also lu the mannfacture of var

the light of earnings,

Reduced to terms  the
course of rate regzulation could be de
n consistent awld persistent
refusal to such rotes as woull
Meld more than o reasonable return
on eapltal, Is there any other logical
conclusion than that rallroad rates
must not be such as to yield less than
a rensonable return on capital?

its lowest

seribsd as
wllow

|

|
|
|
!
"

Ctinetly nhelled poison,

nishes, from the use of whilch deaths
linve been reported, Tt was polnted out
that the principal ohjection to the label
ling of wood alcohol emanated from the
perfumers, who find it far cheaper than
ordlnary aleohol. We urged the passage
of o law forbidding under penalty of a
11l sentence the use of wood aleohol in
any preparation without [ts belng dis
And it was suu-

If it be objected that “reasonable re- | gostod that the use of denatursd aleohol

turn” is an elnstic phrase, capable of a

In the manufacture of varnishes should

Inrge variety of defluitlon, and that {he made compulsory,

there is not much profit in phrases, the

In view of the fact that it has been

answer might be made that It 18 not | qemonstrated that human belngs are
half as elustic n phrase as “reasonable | gap gore liable to be polsoned by

rates.” The Interstate Commerce Com-
misslon seems to have had no diffienlry
in gulding tis deciglons by Its notlon of
reasonable rates, and 1t should have
fess trouble in arriving at an agree-
ment as (o what Is meant by n reason-
ghle return on capital Invested in rafl-
rond service,

The commission has certain
hard facis nesfst 1t.  One the
pricg which capital commnnds in the
tnvestment markets where the rail-
ronds must seek funds in competition
with other forms of enterprise. An-
other Is the continuing necessity with
which the rallroads are confronted of
obtalning annually fresh supplies of
eapital In addition to the amounts al-
ready furnished them to  establish,
malntain awl extend the transporta-
tlon Industry,

Just before the European war broke
out the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion made an almosi grudging ncknowl-

1o is

odgment that rallrond net revenues
were losufliclent. It had been shown
that In the last four years, desplte
targe additional luvestments of money,
eallroad net  enrnings  nctunlly  de-
creased, Power cannot be exercised In

this eountry without responsibility, Ir-
responsibhle power I8 something which
Amerlean publie opinlon has never tol-
erated for long. The Government 13
exerclsing the power to fix rates and It
wust own responsiblility for the return
of earnings when rates are
mltiptied by the volume of teatfe,

If the rallroads are going he
financed in the future In the past
ander a rézlme of private ownership
there must be Inereased assuranee that
n reasonahle return on present capltal
invested from regulated
nies, Unless this nssurnnee s vouch-
gaTid the rallromds will be unable to
phtain the supplles of new capltul which
they will need aununlly, To
this assurauce some Increase, not a de-
crease, of net sarnings must accompany
large Increases of capital expend!ture
by the rallroads; and on the present
level of rates this assurance I8 wholly
lacking,

Maoreover the Enropean war Is golng
to ralse the price of eapital to all bor-

'
possihile

to

HE

will peerne

very

convey |

| will

wood aleobol than anlmals, und that the
new kind of wood aleohol known
Columblan spirit is an insldions danger
bhecniuse 118 presence 18 not betrayed by
the pacullar odor of wood nleohaol Htself,
no legnl prosceription of the use of this
dangerous artiele ean bhe too exacting
0or severe,

The death of the unfortunate men re.
ported to have succumbed to this poison
doubtless set In motlon rigorous
action pgainst the dealer and manufae-
turer of this particular brand of adul.
terated aleohol. It I8 to bhe hopesd that
the law advised by Tuy Sy will he

HE]

| enneted thongh It be “locking the stable

after the horse I8 stolen,”

Uniforms for Women,

There i& something <o nalve in the
occaslonal struggles of the Inferlor to
regulate and command the Superlor
Sex that these should be set down to
simpliefty or mere masculine ignorance
rather than to Impudence,  Mr. W, L.
Grorar, n soclologleal  surveyor who
bullds novels, I8 therefore pardonable—
Inevitahly he I8 amusing -when after
viewing the petticont lnndseape o'er
he prescribes In the Novemher Atlantic
Wanthly “Uniforms for Women." 1t (s
the female fondness for fine eclothes
thot make Papas growl and Hushands
swear: drags women to the streel. By
costly togs and  frequent changes of
fashion "women lead humanlity nearer
to poverty, envy, discontent, frivolity,
starvatlon, prostitution—to general so-
cia)l degradation ™  In short, drink amd
the Crime of 1878 and the absence of
the single tax seem to he mere froth
on the ocoan of wor,  In “the ghastly
pleture’ are strokes sach as this:

“I have private information of an ex-
penditure of $30.008 a venr on dress;
one of $70.000 {8 reported to me from
Amarica I have bill for dress
and lingerie alone Incucred at one shop :
$85.000 In twelve months ™

What of it, If the buyers “have the
price”?  What of |1, if women
spend more on dress than men?  Suach
s hy no means the lnvariable fmet, Mr.
Grorar forgets the Innumerable women
who make their own ¢lothes and create
for small cost, other than putient and

Reen n

the |
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lellful labor, frocks that are wonders
to-the benighted male and eause heart-
burnings even among sister comnois:
| seurs. He forgets, too, the sums spent
{ by men, and not hy women, on thelr
little habits and diverslons. Besldes,
unless the late Price CoLtiem was
| deeply misinformed, the Englishman as
| rule gets the llon's share in the mat-
| ter of personal expenditure, wives and
i daughters and slsters faring much more
impunml,\-. But bear the solemn volce
of soclology :
| "The truth Is that changes In fashion

. 280 ' that indebtedness 18 Incurred. Earnings | are & habit and a hysterfa, an advertise-

i ment, an insult offered by wealth to

| poverty, a degradation of women's quall-

| tles which carries its own pensity In the
form of growing mental baseness.'

| Let snickers on the distaff slde be
severely repressed. To be In the fash-
lon 1s degrading and mentally base.
“A group of leaders of fashlon deter-
mined to abolish fashion™ is therefore
callesd upon to Invent A woman's uni-

|fnr‘m. Mr. Groree modestly offers his

| own suggestion; says blithely that he
| “could sketch a dozen uniforms” We

lenve to the experts the task of pleking
| to pleces the one he does invent, merely

! remarking that it Includes “a fixed type
of hat.” Menfolks have two fixed types

{of hat, the derby and the stoveplipe,

! both devised, we are convinced, by the

| Horned Devil himself, ugly, uncomfort-

"able, a paln to the head and an Invita-

| tion to the winds, tortures, cruel jokes

'to which the two legged sheep mm-ltl_\:
consents,  Such s the crown of maun-

| homd,  Shall the ornament of more gra-

| elons polls be submitted to standardiza-
| thon and uglification?

I Bah!
late everything, but before they exact
conformity In vesture feminine sup-
pose they try to standardize the “varl-

ous and ever mutable, woman,” whose |

cycles of fashion are but the visible re
flection of the genlus of surprise. Not
‘that uniforms, sure to be most ununi-
form, wouldn’'t be well In thelr way.

' Mr. Growor has written “A Bed of
Roses”  He will find an uncommon
teollection of thorns, not to say needles
(nnd hatpins, fo it If he doesn’t give up
reforming and uniforming.

! Thanks to an Enemy of Soclety.

Te the humorous and imaginative
| Massachusetts enemy of soclety who

enforcement agninst Harvard's erimson
bhanners of the prohibition of red flags
we offer our sincere thauks and con-
gratuintlons.  Ile ghowid up the ah
surdity of this particular enactment

further opportunity to expose the med-
diesome awd oppressive statutes that
too busy leglslntures all over the coun-
try delight fn putting In the books.

Apparently the authors of this monu-
| ment to wisdom and Intelligence Je-
(gard the revolutionary symbol as the
cause and fountain head of the revolu-
tion, a view it is not surprising to find
they were alble to Impress upon the
lnwmakers.  “Suppress the red flag,”
we can hear them tell the solons, “and
{there can be no more riots’” ; and so the
thing was done. Thus in dozens of
cnses futllity has found {18 expression
In penal enactments, untll the law llbra-
ries are fat with ridiculous statutes
nlmed at utlerly Inconsequential and
trivial practices,

Only ocenslonally is it possible to
display these ennctments in thelr ludi
{erons phase so that public attention
may centred on them.  Whenever
sl an opportunity presentd [tself, may
tonr Old Bay State revolutionist be on
Ih.-m-l to manage the exhibition.

Where Does the Car Stop?

| New York sireet cars are operated
Iin strict conformity to the near side
| stop ordinance except in cases In which
| It pleases the motorman, the company's
Inspector or the traffie polleeman to
| tntroduce a rale of reason for its modi-
| fieation,  The result s that at impor-
tant amd congested corners nobody can
know in advance where the car he
wants to ride in will take him aboard.

This introduces into what might be
# most prosale Incident of dally life
un element of chanece and excitement
hitherto unknown,  Saturday the car
stoppesd on the uptown slde of the cross
sireet; yvesterday 1t stopped on the
downtown side; a daring gambler wounld
undoubtedly glve odds that to-day It
will come to a halt o the middle of the
street,  Regular patrons of the lnes
derive great pleasure from trying to
olitguess the powers that determine the
car's course, usually losing; and stran-
gers in the cliy find themselves moved
wonder at the ingenulty that has
been expended In deviging and maln-
taining this remuarkable puzzle,

1o

The Criminal Insane in New Jersey.

The search for the Insane murderer
Ricimakn vox Keens draws attention
to n weuakness in the penal system of
New Jersey which, happlly, 18 In the
wuy of being remedled to some extent.
The State has had heretofore no nsy-
lum for the erhminal Insane, and the
dangerous characters of that class have
been confined in the State hospltals ai
Trenton and Morrls Plains. Asa result
several eriminal patients have esenped
There seems (o be considerable Inxity
In fustitntions where eScapes are com-
mon, but puturally the precautions are
less where no ldea of imprisonment 18
involved in the detentlon,

In addition to the escaped erlminal
lnnaties others have been relensed In
custody of thelr fflends from time to
time, Von Kress was one of these, All
the New Jersey hospltals are so over-
crowdiddl that the officlals nre always
ready to flud an excuse for getting rid
of un Inmnte, The pet result Is that the
nuthorities know of sundry persons at
lnrge—six I8 o minlmum number—who
are fnsane wiin eriminal  tendencles
and are therefore n standing menace to
the people of the State,

1t I8 rather too late to point out the
culpuble negligence of this condition,
It {8 on the polnt of belng remedied,
The Stute is bullding an asylum for the
eriminal insane at Trenton which wiil
soon be finlshed, Tt may appear strange
that such provision s belng made so
tardily, but the fact s the evolution of
New Jersey In recent years from seml-

A

The regulators want to regi- |

on Saturday solemnly Insisted on the |

neatly and completely: may he have |

rural into what may be called metro-
politan conditlons has been so rapld
that it has taxed her energies and
financial resources to keep up with her
own growth. Less than a generatlon
ago she had a relatively small and
homogeneous population, most peace
ably disposed. Her citles, relatively
small, were almost free from viclous or
erlminal elements.

the citles, and all the resulting prob-
lems have developed suddenly and ex-
actingly.

In this matter of the eriminal insane
as In other large questiona, such as san-
ftation, soclal control, rond making and
park extension, the State 1s dealing
with the eltuation In the modern spirit.
The only pity {s that, owing to restric
tlon of funds, 1t 18 not making sufficlent
ullowanee for future needs, The new
asylum will accommodate 200 patients
at the most, and It appears there are
already that number in the State hos
pitala awaiting transfer. Extension of
the new bulldings is called for before
they are finished and waste of money
and postponement of efficlency result,

Regardless of the broad reform near
at hand, does not the case of Von Krrns
eall for a roundup of the known erimi-
nal lunaties now running free and thelr
confinement somewhere to keep them
|out of harm's way?

Will Uncls Jog Canxon pleasa try and
get 1t Into his wicked old pate that the
1. O, P, 1% no longer a rogus elephant?

Hestorntion of sugar duties hy A
Democratie Congress and Administra-
tion because of the so-called war deflelt
may well be regarded, If It comes to
| pass, ax A blending of the bitter with
the sweot,

The worst apirit of French anti-cler-
fealism 1a exhibited In the attacks of
the socialist press upon the nuns who
are nursing the wounded along the bat.
tle lines in northern France. These de-
voted women are enduring all the suf-

of thelr country and of humanity, More
than one haa given her life In the work.
Thelr crime is that they offer the con-
solations of religlon to men dyving and in
| pain. The hostila newspapers call this
an unfair advantage taken by the
Church of the opportunity the war has
given |t Of course religlon |+ always
at the height of ita Influence in times
of wos, It a natural advantage
founded in human nature, and It is the
| viry substance of falth and plety to
press the advantage, thus awakening
hope in the sufferers’ breasts instead of
| agony and despalr--hope In the future,
hope here and hope hereafter. The un-
| imaginative type of mind that fails to
seo beauty and good in this when hardly
lany other beauty or good survives |s
a baleful and destructive influence Tts

is

inhuman. The narrow bigotry which
it propagates Is far more terrible than
that whish @ imputes to those who dis-
agres with {ts teachings. TIts ultimate
triumph In national lifa would mean
complete servitude of the soul.

It must afford conelderabls amuse-
ment to the ceynical to find the enlight-
ned ENvVErR taking the place of old
ABpUL HAMID In the plllory as the cham-
plon bad man of Turkey.
the fauits of the “Red Bultan" may have
»en it 18 not easy to imagine him em-
brolling the remnant of the Ottoman
Empire in a war by which it stands
to galn nothing and to lose its « xistence.
HaMmip was cruel, but he was tne
shrewdest diplomat of his day.

A new demand on American gencr-
osity s presented by  Ambassador
GERARD, Who revenls the wretched plight
of the Belgian prisoners of war in Ger-
many. There are 35,000 of them, and
their homeless Government has been
unabla apparently to supply any of
their needs, whereas France, Fngland
and Russla have taken care of their
men through the Spanish Ambassador.
With the rigors of a German winter
close at hand these victims of the war

must Incur the severest suffering un-
less  outslde benevolence help them.
Hut the requisitions on benevolence

grow so fast that It is a question how
long thers will ba resources to meet
them, however keen the spirit of giv-
ing. Every day reveals a new area of
want and suffering, and every day in-
creases thea draln upon the fountains
of rellef
T

Not to Be Starved Out,

To Tne EmTorn or Tur Svx—8i{=: To
say that Mr. Murphy s strong In his
friendships and unfiinching In his enmi-
tles opens an avenue of replies that could
not possibly be accommodated for space.
If Mr. W. B, Ellison will preclsely define
the sort of “friendships” he mentions 1
will admit the unflinching character of
the enmities

A vital principle of political leadership
is the power to make you belleve that your
leader can do something to vou If you
desert. It [s not unusual at times to dis-
cover thnt he can do nothing for you.
That 1s Mr. Murphy's position to-day.
Tammany has retreated into its maln
fortification to-day, but preferm to starve
within its walls ruther than risk annihi-
latlon without. Profitable treachery is
impossible. 1t sticks and starves and so
the leader remains

The brand of tha organization is upon
each of Its members. Thers may be mut-
terings about the lack of provisions, but
there |8 no prospect of a full and matis-
fying ration In the camp of the enemy.
You cannot starve Tammany out

Inving ¥, Doom,

Nrw Yorx, November 7,

Why, Neldiers, Why.

To T Epitror or TiHE SunN—~Nir.
I"lease may 1 say to "M M.." wbout her
protest agalnst the use of “Tipperary" on
festive vccasions, that “Tipperary” Ia no
dirge? Its cheerful inconssguence is what
makea It popular with Tommy Atkins,
who 18 not &4 man to sniMa over his emo-
tiona, T think he would like to know
that his tuneful ditty was chanted In
Broadway as well as In the trenchea

New Youk, November 8, M. WuiTe.

Whe Was 0ld Roper?

To Tire Enrror or Tie BUN—Sir: Wil
you look In the “Dictlonary of Unprofane
Profanity” and find out what Is the origin
of “Dang old Roper"? Who was “"Roper”
and why should he be “danged"?

FPPFY
RicusMonn, Va,, November 7.

— s

Suffering Hamanity,

To e Epitor oF THE SUN—Sir: 1n
estimating the reasons for the “rise” taken
out of the Democrats by the voters last
Tuesday don't overlook the potentialities
of Haman and his gibbet. J. 1L D,

NEW Youk, November 8,

Pernmbulatory,
T met a Chaddar chesss ons day,
©Out strolling for the alr,
And at 1ts glds there proudly walked
A robust Camembert,

I promptly gave them right of way,
Because it ssemed quite falr

And logieal for them (p be
Qut walking fer the alr,

To-day population |
{8 dense and cosmopolitan, especlally in |

feringa and horrors of war for the sake |

true description {8 not anti-clerieal but!

Whatever |

RELIEF FOR THE BELGIANS.

The Generous Contribution Made by the
Nova Scotlans.

To Tur Epiror oF Tug BuNn-—8ir: The
|I{nckofon-r Foundation |s taking up an
| enormous Job and one well worthy of it
{In the present movement to ald the Bel-
| glans.  As you so clearly state, this mag-
! nificent action should spur other Ameri-
| cans to more liheral giving, rather Caan
cause them to regard the needs of the
Belginns as practically taken care of

You may not be aware that the Pre-
mier of this province {ssurd on September
|18 a personal appeal ts the peopls of
| Nova Scotia for food and clothing to be
sent to the women and ehildren of Bel-
gium, and as a result of this appeal there
wis gathered together within the next
month over $35,000 {n cash and 6,000 tons
of useful gifts,

The steamer Tremorvah, carrylng a part
of this materlal, salled from Hallfax on
October 20 for London, to be dellvered to
the Belglan Minlster. Its cargo consisted
of the following goods, which will be dis-
tributed as he directs, probably through
the American Minister In Brussels:

One thousand seven hundred tons af po-
tatoss, 140 tons of flour, 4,000 cases and
packages of clothing, 1,000 drums of cheess,
250 barrels of fish, 6,000 casea of canned
| ik B

This magnificent ¢ ft came from a prov-
{Ince with a populsten of only 465,000
| If the 80,000,000 g ople In the United
|thlm respond am wall am have a scant
| half militon In Nova Scotla the hunger
of the Belglans will moon be satlsfied.
| The departure of this ship from Halifax
| #sems to have been unnoticed in the
| United States papera. 1 hope that you
| can And space to call attention to It and
give due credit to the Premier and the |
generous peopla of this provincs, whose
kifts are, I belleve, the first to have been
despatched. 1 hope also that the exampla
of this small province may prove an in-
spiration to the multitude of generous
people at home

AN AMERICAN IN Nova SCOTIA.

HrerLrantToN, N, 8, November b,

MADE IN THIS (OUNTRY,

What Is the Proper Mark and Superserips
thn of Such Goods?

To THE Epitor o Tiue S8un—8ir; Now
that the subject of marking goods manu-
factured In this country Is recelving at-
tentfon It occura to an observer that there
may be some diffleulty In securing a fit-
ting mark to {dentify goods as having been
made here,

The marks genernlly

used and  dls-

AMERICAN TRADE.

THE  ESSENTIALS OF wt:ﬂerUBLIG SER“GE BHJL

Observations by a Man Who Understands
the Conditions of Success,

To Tne Epitorn or Tur S8uxn—8ir: The
practical and commerclal results of hav-
ing travelled through every country south
of the Caribbean Bea, not merely touching
at the capitals but travelling thousands
of miles on horseback In the interlor,
show unequivocally that thers |s for the
United States a good and wholesome trade
in these countries, provided that we han-
dle it in a good and wholesome way.

Cart tall methoda of doing business,
brass band procedurs of wselllng corn
cures and many other well known tactics
slgnificant of some of our American en-
terprises will produce only unsatisfactory
resulis, not only In the !mmediate trans-
action but In the damage Incurred as the
pendulum swings back, as It must, In
seeking Its normal position,

The essential features for trade with
South Amerlca might be put in the fol-
lowing form of advice:

Bend better men to thessa rountries,
pend men with mora admiration, more
understanding and more observation and
with less criticlsm and less conceit

Manufacturers and producers in the
United States who seak business in South
Amerlca should bear In mind that over
three hundred years of trading with Eu-
rops has established a confidence In these
countries which will be very hard for us
to reach In the few years of our Latin
American activities.

We are often inclined to consider South
Americans as half barbarlans and half
elvilized, but 1t should be remembered
that Lima, Peru, had a university when
the Indlans weres running naked over
Manhattan Island. 1 remember on one
occaslon belng reproved In a manner
which 1 will not soon forget by a man
much my senfor and to whom 1 had thus
expressed myself. He sald: Do not call
us barbarlans becauss we disngree with
von, or because we do not always con-
form to your Ildeas and habits 1 will
give you an Instance of where perhaps
vou Americans are barbarians.” In his
followlng words we hLhave an excellent
mirror In which to ses ourselves as the
South Amerlcan sees us. He =ald: “You
have 85,000,000 people in the United States)
who eat because It !s 12 o'clock.”

The significance of that expression con-
veys the idea of the mental procéss of
these people They eat when they are
hungry . they ask for goods when and
how they want them, and they know
what they want,

cussed now are: “Made fn America” and
“Made in U, 8 A" Nelther seems fit to
| be adopted for countrywide use, because |
| both are amblguous. Even if through |
lour Innccurate uss the word “America’
has come Lo mean our own coun'ry to us,
still “Made in America” does not actually
mean “Made in the United States of|
America” and would apply to any nation |
on thi= continent ‘Maude In U 8, A" of
designates this country, but If the
Unlon of South Afrlea at some unknown
future date starts to market products it

COVTER

van correctly use the same mark
This last seems rather far fetched and
of vourse we cannot help it If the Union

of Bouth Afriea can use our beloved “U
S A" but the business industry here
has always Invented very individual marks
for its products, and lts Ingenulty should
be able to devise some mark that is dis-

tinctly our own.  Humble suggestions are:
“"Manufactured in United States” cone
tracted into “Manunista,” also "Unista-
made."

RaANDOLYH WilLiaM SHANNON,
Newark, N, J, November 7,

THE ELECTION.
Protest of the Empty Dinner Pall Against

Too Full a statute ook,

To THE EniTor oF THr Sprx—Kir
reform, great 18 manaring the
man's business, great i« wholesale leg's-
lation, but greatest of all {8 the awaken-
ng of the people to the simple elementary
fact that it 1s capltal, not legiglation, that
fille the dinner palil
Virtue cannot ha
minds of men, partle AN empty
ach Man s hunger, in|
lquor and in the presence of death, hm!
miy very rarely In the voting booth. The |
recent election, however, was Eimply an
outburst of sincerity It was a demand
of the perople throughout the « try for
| return of the days of Republican pros-
| perity, when the dinner pall was full,
| when husiness was alive, when “malefac-
tors of great wealth” wers bullding up
industries Instead of fighting indictments,
In short, a demand for a return of the
times when we were comfortable
than now, even though not lllnhl
| minded
While the vict
Ilmrty, it is the volc¢
that was speaking
Utica, Novembher 7,

Great

In other

legislated
on

into the

sto

maore
20
ory Republiean
human nature
1. ForneLivr.

8 Lo the
of

|
: S ——
| BORENS,
‘T‘hl‘ Nutmeg soclologist  IMscourses  of
| Two Varieties,

To Tie Esitor oF THe SUN—S8ir: There

deal with the United
States, they prefer deal with the
United States ; but thers must bs harmony
and reciprocity In the transaction. We
cannot expect to sell themn goods and take
their gold In payment therefor and then
force them to borrow that gold from us
at usurious rates in order to develop thelr
awn vast eauntries, Few Amerlcans reallze
that Drazil alone excesds by 200,000
square miles the arca of the entire United
States

As 1 undersiand trade, it means the
ex angs of something vou do not want
for something you do want, and my ob-
servations of the export situation have
taught me to look with more fear upon
the commercial policy of Germany than
that of England., It is not generally
known that there ars two representatives
who patrol entire South America and
who report direttly to the Kalser. They
ses the buyer, they see his customers,
they ®ece the banker, they see the men
who extend and require credits, and mo
on down the commercial line. They hear
his story, they meet and know him per-
sonally and form therefrom thelr estl-
mate of his moral fibre and financial re-
sponslbility. In this moral feature lies
perhaps the most striking difference be-
tween our method and the European
method «f trading in South America. The
personal integrity of the buyer haas con-
siderably more welght with Europe than
it has in America, and my years of ex-
perience In these countries compels me to
say that opinions reached hy this method
Fuve heen the more correct and are still
more tu be depended upon than a strictly
com:rercial ratine
Another Instanca [ racall! which em-
zex this phase of the South Ameri-
merchant: it {s much easier to se-
his written contract than his word
the reason being that a written
contract  means  only what It says,
wherea®s a verbal agreement is “mucho
mas c¢elicade” (much more dellcate).

The teople of these countries are good
people; they are kind, hut they are shrewd,
and any narrowness on our part or any
attitude consisting in the least of trickery
will not be successful. Stralghtforward-
ness has Ite par value with them as in all
parts of the world, but formulas of
trickery hest known In the United States
are very mild esncoctions compared with
the ingredients which the South American
has at his disposal for producing a very
palatable mixture should the situation call
for that prescription.

When we have improved the persannel
of Americans seeking business in South
Amerien, as we have improved the per-
sonnel of the American consular service,
we shall find In these people an attitude

They want to

{1

pha
can
cure
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are two classea of bores that 1 would like

| to have added to the “little list" in *“The !
| Mikado":  First, the Intellectun! know-
| it-alla who tell you kind of verse
a beautiful poem |« stead of showing
it least a shred of literary decency in ap-
praclating Its beauty; second, the musieal
genluses who, at the symphony when the
| mellifluous harmony Is falling on your
| barbarous ears, tell vou In a EONOrOUN,
| stridulous and analytical voles all about
the movements of the compositlons, using
all their techniconl expressions, If such
people were candemned “to a life sentence
| at teaching,” us Mr. W. J Henderson SUR-
gests, It would do much to ralse the peo-
ple from the nadlr of despair to which
somae of our modern literary and musical
genfuses have condemned them by thelr
“worship of an echo In tha crowd" and
chase the lines from the brow of the true
artist whose ¢yes have been “charged
with unshed tears.'

James D. Dewenn, Jr,
New Haven, Conn, November 6.
“Rule.”” Not “Males.
| To e Emtor or The SUs—~8ir; Wil

|_\'m| permit me to point out that “Hritannia,
Rule the Waves,” is the correct wording
of that song, not “Rules”? It s an Invo-
catlon and not a hoast It ®seems Incred-
Ible that one possessing a such high de-
gree of “Kultur” as that exhibited by
your corregpondent ¢ J. R should
migquote through lgnorance.  Possibly his
letter was malled at Sayville, I, 1, or s
it, perchance, a specimen of (German
“thoroughness"? B R
NEw Youk, November 8

Rules and Waves,

To TuE EpIToR oF THR SUN—8ir: Apro-
pos of the violation of Helglum the fol-
lowing s being passed around:

“Rritannia rules the waves,
And Germany walves the rules”

NEw York, November §

Another O, L. G,
To AR EDITOR oF Tur Svs—-Sir: My frisnd

Dr. David F. Atwater. the sola surviving
member of the Yale class of 1836, prased
hisn ninety-ssventh birthduay at Springfeld, '

Mars.  He I» alpa_the oldest alumnus of the
Yale Medlcal Hchool of the class of 1842
He In hale and hearty, haa all his faculties
can read without glasses, and according to
the Springfield Union is very much int
ested In the coming Yale-Harvard football
match.  He also holids all the popular apin.
lons concerning the European war and other
matters, both religlous and pocial
Hidrox B CHITTRNDEN,
New Yorn, November &

Kriegsplel,

The atrongest furta ars little use,
They offer short resistance,

For Krupp's projectiles play the deuce
At an amazing distance

The crulsers huve sinall chance to Aght
With enemies and pink ‘em

When these with weapons out of sight
Have found the way to sink 'am.

An Bherman taught us long ago
That war was then a hell gamae,

So (lerman guns would asem to show
That now It is a shall game

Gronue B Muaswoop,

| mge

of appreciation and  esteem which one
cultivated person recognizes In and as-
sumes toward another

Untll such time 1t is uscless to seek
her trade on the basis of "§— U. 8. cur-
rency, cash against bill of lading, f. 0. b
alongelde steamer New York, — per cent
extra [or ocean shipment,”

Avrnep J. THOMPSON,
New York, November 7.

Writish Buttons on Martial Jersey (hests.

To THe FEmtor of THE SUN—S8ir: 1
wish to enlighten you that I am the man
who detected that the buttons made In
Englund appear on the U, ® militla uni-
forms,

I noticed the statement in your paper
by that patriotic citizen, as no doubt the
incident reached his ears as I remarked
the case to a good many of my friends.
1 appreciate his feellngs towards such
conditions that prevail in our country,
which 1 consider is not a scandal but a
diggrace for a American soldier to wear
a uniform with English make buttons.

I lodged a protest with our Governor

ne he Is chief commander of the N. J.
militia and T also enclosed one of the
button's  with a  card board stamped

“made In Englund” and button engraved
In the back A, J. Gaunt & Sons Limited,
England." NoaH Grlaer, D, O, 8.
I 8 Member of the militla N. J. N, G.
First Regiment.
Newank, N, J, November 7,

Tired of Teacher-Mothers,

To e Eoiron or Tue Sun—S8ir: Tam
s tired of the teacher-mother question
Let women who wish to bear children re-
Elgn and glve many a young struggling
teacher w chance, Nuturnlly A woman's
hosband  should  support her, even a
teacher-mother's

AN OLD FARHIONED WOMAN

NEw York, November K

The White Plainse Muse.

Toane KEmroR oF Ture SoN—Sir: To those
Republican “leaders” who aure now the loud
ert 1 take particular pleasurs Iin dedicat
ing tha following doggeral, To the Iepub
an Party,” assuming It, In principle, to
exemplify the mental attitude of the aver
independent cltizen to the now wvje-
torlous host:

I wouldn't get up and holler,

That is, If 1 were you,

And tell people that yvou Ald i,

For you, know that fsn't true,
So don't strut round and bLluster

And make yourself look tall,
Forthesaving remnant ¢alled the independent

DId the business afier all,

You've got & wcaly record, vou are & chap
of no renown;

only used one fool
dawn
don't possess our full
hald you by a chain,
You Letrayed us when we trusted vou anl

wlll not suffer 1t again

We'va to run another

You confidance, we

If you behave no better than when In pawer
hafore,
You'll find your hide again tacked up on

the sinoke house door.
B. ComiNarox
Wnite PLaine, November 1,

DRAWN AS A MODEL

Seth Low and W. R, Willeoy
Make Report on Civie Fed-
eration Measure.

RADICAL IDEAS DEVELOPED

The National Clvie Federation has haq
its executive council prepare a model pyl
lio service commission bill. It has n)..
Just Issued & report upon this bil] by & oy,
Low, its president, and Willlam R, W/
cox, ex-chalrman of the New Tark o
Publie Bervice Cagmmission,

The federation studied public and
vata operation of municipal utilities her
and In England and {ts commiasion pra
tically agreed that In the United States
ander existing conditlons of munieipq]
politica private operation would be pref.r
able to publie ownership, provided only
that there were sufficient regulation 1o
protect the citizens against too high rates
and poor service,

Nine men were then set to work to draft
a model utilities bill. They were Emerson
McMillin of the American Light and Trac.
tion Company, chalrman of the councl)
Franklin Q. Brown of Redmond & Co
John H. Gray, head of the department of
economics and political sclence In the Un!
versity of Minnesota; Edward M Hus
sett, ex-member of the New York elp
Public  Bervice Commission; Halfard
Erickson, member of the Wisconsin Hall
road Commission ; Willlam D, Kerr, & (h!
Cago lawyer; Blewett Lee, genaral solicitor
of the Illinols Central Rallroad; Milo Rt

altbla, member of the New York oits
s.bllc SBervice Commission, and Arthy:

iIllams, chalrman of the Assoclation of

Edison Electric Companies and himeelr
an engineer,

Provisions of the BilL,

The bill provides for a salaried commis.
sion of five appointed by the Governor for
five years, the chalrman to be electcd b
the members. None of the members 8t
be Interested In or associated with an.
bublie utllity under the commission’s furis
diction. The commission has Power to
regulate and supervise any public utilits
to Inepect books und examine wiinesscs
and recelve complaints. It may fix rates
It may determine the division of exnenss
to be assigned to utiiities rendering folu!
service,

It s empowered to superviss the issu
ance of stock and loans, but the State
shall not guarantes stocks. It provides
against ssuance of bonds for more money
than s actually required, Provision for
:.rrulj_lruluglcn-nl of discount and all eXpensas
onnected with such lssue
by the commission. SR P

Funds from stocks and bonds must not
be applied to purposes not apecified by
:rr:: fummluiun. and upon demand utilities

8L account to the commi .
CB'.rdl (;1' such disposal, PRI o

0 the model bill as a whale -
ble dissents; Prof, Gray undl.\l:".B:nl:l:e
Join with him in three particular objec.
tions. All the others named conour heart-
ily, although the bill ia necessarlly full

of ‘\;ompram:-es.
Mr. Maltbie, Mr. Bassett a

Gray poiut out that the bill ﬁﬁupﬁi
Kive a public service commission juris-
diction over holding companies. They
are  alarmed also at possibilities of
overcapitalizing consolldated companies
The bill as now drawn, they rcnurk:

‘opens the gate very wide for stock

watering in  providing that the capi-
talization may equal the value of tl,l:o
property.  Value may be high because

of large dividends due to excess
Capltalizing according to \'ulul:. rl;-l.‘h!:l;
than according to Investment may be a
means of perpetuating exoesslve rates’'
'l‘h-_y would i no case allow the uplt'A'I-
ization of a merger to exceed the sum of
the capital of the merging companies,

As for the model billI's treatment of
franchise grants, the three Alssenters
Bay sharply: “We particularly object to
the provisions * * » which under-
tuke virtually to deprive olties of all con-
trol over franchise Brants affecting thelr
own streets. Any private corporation now
operating a public utility may, under the
proposed luw, get a new franchise with-
out the consent of the municipality, abut
ting property owners or the Bm:a' luu-lr-
All 1t hag to do Is to file a document, and
Ipso facto It gets a franchise. In I'.I'laon?
Stutes such a provision |s uneonstity-
tional * e o |, flagrantly violates the
principle of home rule.”

Remnlation and Capital,

The whole contention In fram
bill reduced itself to this Issue :a'.:‘fllz‘m:.:;
radical members of the council are in-
clined to press regulation of utilities to
_!hﬁ Hmit even If 1t makes it Impossible
iv secure private capital to own and rur
tha:1. to some of these men public own-
:;;;e.ln and operation are really prefer.

The other framers, some of the
famillar with the task of ints rru[l:::: TM
vate capltal in this fleld, are convineea
that teo much regulation will permanently
repel capital; therefore, they would regu-
late as lghtly as porsible ; mome hardis
::.-llir\'rph:lwm;!ullnn at all. The Natjona!

vie Federatlon 1 pt
Y \an not itse'f indorsed

Mr. Low and Mr, Willcox, commenting
on the model measure, foresee u struggle
between civil service and organized labor
If munieipal ownership shall make serion-
Progress In this country. 1If organiz a4
labor should win such a conflict they
think the sequel will bhe the placing of
every public employment upon & military
basis. They suy:

“In 8Ban Francisco a street rallwav
fyatem has been taken over by the puhlic
and is now publicly owned and operated,
Ry consequence it comes under the opera
tion of the State civil service Jaw. The
application of this law to the men e¢m
ployed hy the private company when taken
over resulted in the loss of their places
by many members of the local union of
Atreet car employees, The effect upon
the wunion was s0 serious that the
American Federation of Labor has sent
A commission to Burope this year to study
uarlh_-ulurly this aspect of the guestion

“Without attempting to unticipate the
report of this commission, It seems to
upon the surface that the civil service
aystgm and regulntion of rates of puy by
law are inconsistent with the methods and
ebjects of collective bargaining by or
Eanized labor. In this apparently irrecon
cllable confilet  which  system in  this
country would he likely to go by the
bourd? * * * Jf the eivll service sys'am
were to ba hroken down the country would
be In danger of returning to the de
maoralizing doctrine “I'o the victors helons
the spolls,’ with the spolls multiplied
an to include every position necessitated
by the operation of the public utility
whatever it may be.

“If It be Imagined that collectiva bar-
gialning, including the right to strike, ma
be permanently enjoyed in connection with
the publlc service mny one who thinks
this should recall what happened in demo-
cratie France when the rallroad employees
of France went upon & general atrike
The men wers ordered to the colors and
the strike was bhroken.

“The nttempt to carry out the methods
of collective bargaining and the right of
striking in connection with the serviea of
the public is the pathway toward placing
every publle employment upon a4 military
basls. * * * The political consequences
e & ¢ ure certaln to be not less vital
It was sald by some one at the time of
the Hayes-Tilden controveray in connec
tion with the Presidency that If the polit
eal patronage had been twice us Iarge
as it then happened to be It would have
been lmpossible to have escaped clvil war’




