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civilized nations without regard to the rln firing the fatal shot; he had prob-
conference at The Hague. The enact- [ably no Intentlon whatever beyond that

mbg RN, |ments at The Hague in 1509 by 0o |of making a noise.

il N g -t means revolutionized the ethics of wa* | into the alr, and a eomrade corroborates

- ===~ |fare. Nearly thirty years earller, for | his story. True, he aimed badly, but

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1014, example, the Germans o besleging | then he s only boy of ten.

S - === | Krassburg anud Belfort allowed the p
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Armageddon, or what s left of it
reconvenes to-day at Chleago, If the
great leader of the embattlsd host Is
absent from the gathering. the reason
s well understood by the Bnll Moose
the rest of the

leglons as well as by

world, Torosorry Rooseverr is not at
this thme in politles,  He j= for the
moment a private citizen of the pri-

vatest =ort, We are not disposed to
regard this somewhat unusual phenome-
non as evidence of extinction or even of

total sclipse; it seems to partake more |

of the character of eflivient prepared-
ness,  Our owna unsolicited opinlon, a
private opinion of the privatest sort, Is
that Colonel RooseveLT's nest reappear-
ance will e in the old familiar agt of
fssye-snatehing: the victlm once more,
as so wany times before, heing the un-
fortunate Mr. W, J, BRYAN.

We venture the prediction that the next
& lehedwissue by which Colonel Roosg-
yiLr is to profit politically at the ex-
pense of Mr. Bryax will be the euact-
ment of P'rohibition in the fundamental
luw by means of an amendment of the
Pederal Constitution,

The Chaotic Rules of War,

Tt is suggested that belllgerents noi
now bound by the provisjons of the
series of fifteen conventions framed at
The 1lazue In 1907 may nevertheless
I subject to the provisions of the ear-
Her convention of 18, “With Respect

to the Laws and Customs of War on
Laml” Theearlier convention was rati-
fied by Germany.  Austrin,  Belgium,

France, Great Brituin, Portugnl, Servia
and Russia, but not by Turkey.

It is therefore held that up the
time of Turkey's entrance nto the war
the rules of (he convention of 1806 were
operative and binding, even if those of
107 were not; amd this becanse the
Convention IV, of 1907, which replaced
#nd otherwise suspended the corre-
eponding convention of 1800, explicitly
declarad in Its fourth artlele:

Pha

to

1809 remuines in
force as Letween the Powers which signed
it and which do not wlso ratify the pres-
ent convention

In other i 18 held that al-
though the uew treaty s lmpotent
under the present circumstanees to im-
pose jts own regulations upon the hel-
Meerents it nevertheless potent to
vitalize awl relmpose a former code,
otherwise alisolete,

Is there wouder that we should de-
ecribe the present condition of the Rules
of War s one of chaoss»

Even if the treaty which France and
Belgluom did not were in fact
capiable of reimposing on France and
Belginm aud all the rest of the hellig-
erents the provisions of the former

greement, what wonld be the practieal
wflect on the sitantion It coneerns
this natlon’s responsibillty or duty as
one of the parties to both conventions
of The lugue?

The tirst convention
regardiug the

convention of

words
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of The Hagne
laws and customs of war

on Land coutains nothing to prohibit the |
violation of neatral territory, such as |

that of Luxewbnrg or Relglam,

It contalns nothlug speecifically pro-
hihiting the throwing of bombs from
alrships. A special convention on that
subject expired by the terms of the con-
vention frself on July 30, 19404,

The ouly hasi's In the earlier conven-
tlon of IS0, wore bt still rezarded as i
foree, for o

pratest hiy
fn any  of  the matters  concerning
which our Goveroment is urged by

well meaning but bojodicions persons to

Interfore, Is fonnd in these general pro-
visions about hombarlment :

ARTICLE

=rne attack o nhardmant of towns,

Vo lages | balldings which
are vot defended s prolilbited,

XXV

habliations or

ARTICLE XEVI

“Phye commander of an attacking force,
pefore comtiencing a bombardment, ex-
eept In case of an assault, should do all

be can ti warn the authorities,
‘ARTICLE XXVIL,
ind bombardments all neces-
pary steps should be taken to epare as far
a8 possible edifices devoted to religlon,
art, #clence and charity, hospitals and
places where the sick and wounded are
oollected, provided they ur used it
the mamne Lime for ity purposes
All the present belligereuts except
Furkey were purties to the enrlier eon-
yention coutalning these rules.  Huot
these rules merely represent the com-
ou luw of warfure as recognized by

“In sleges

Hit

- i
GUr Government

women, the children and the sick to
leave the besieged places. The quoted
provigions  regarding  bombardment
were not lntended to cover aerial pro-
Jectiles, for that subject, as we have
shown, was dealt with in a separate
convention.  The provision regarding
notifiention was generally observed long
before the first conference at The
Hague. Article XXVIL, as Opprn-
HEIM  remarks, merely “enacts the
hitherto customary rule” *“No legal
duty.” continues this authority, “exists
for the attacking forces to restrict bom-
bardment to fortificatlons only. On the
contrary, destruction of private and
publie bulldings through bombardment
has always been and s still considered
lawful, as it |s one of the means to im-
press upon the authorities the advisa-
bility of surrender.” Again, the same
authority :

“Some writers assert alther that boms.
bardment of the town, in contradistinction
to the fortifications, ls never lawful, or
that it is only lawful when bombardment
of the fortifications has not resulted In
Inducing surrender, BHut this ovpinion
does not represent the actual practice of
beliigerents, and the Hague regulations do
not adopt 1"

We hope that it is becoming plain to
Amerlean common sense that our Gov-
ernment has no duty and no eall to
muke the “protest” that 1s hy some
well Intending souls so clamorously
demanded,

Open the Hand Now!

We take it for granted that the for-
midable task to be accomplished by
humane and sensihle men in the rellef
of the workless and the unfortunate
this winter I« understood by all. The
colncidence of distress in Europe and
Industrial depression here have pro-
dueed conditions of*want and suffering
that, if not unprecedented, are unpar-
alleled in the experience of most of us,
| They appeal not less to the reason
!Ihnn to the cousclence, and it is in-

|
conceivable that any man not cnrsed |

(with n miser's heart has withheld his
| decision to help, to the last extremity
inf his means, in thelr palliation.

Such being the case, the disposition
[to help being Airmly based on a reallz-
atton of the great nead that exists,
|every counsel of wisdom, prudence and
humanity urges that those who can as-
sist shonld assume their privilege of
| obligation, not at some future date, not
lut the last allowable moment. but In
the present hour, while the possibility
of prevention still exists, and the mere
| sustenance of demoralizution is not the
Feale practieable end to be attnined, Nor
should it be overlooked that the earller
the habit of giving is established the
"larger the gifts will be, Once the prac-
(tlee of sharing a surplus with those
who have pothing is Indulged In the
elasticlty of the pockethook hecomes a
matter of profound amazement and sin-
cere gratitude,

Temporary contraction of the fingers
is withholding from the channels of
charlty to<day a large sum already des-
ignated for its purposes, Those fingers
should be relaxed, and the hands that
it is designed eventually to apen should
Le distributing their suceor now,

The Chorlsters of Josephus,

1t is painful 1o find the Waorld asking
this satirleal and nngenerons question :

“Why should a navy that has JoseruUs
; Danters for a Secretary want to sing?
© There are a thousand good reasons,
The Josephian navy is “the world's
|greatest unlversity.'  What is a eol
lege without s song?  Besides, grati-
ttude for the educational privileges he-
| stowed should Inspire those fortunate
pupils,  And Josrernvs was known in
his own State as “the Bard of Blow-
Ing Rock"™ years before he was im-
ported into the Cabinet as a recognized
naval expert on aecount of his knowl-
|edge of tar. Under such a cholrmaster
[can the cholr be mute? He Is himself
one grand sweet song: and fnevitably
imum echoes In the serviee, If the
students of Water University may not
" why don't they

own immortal

| strike up “Tipperary,
iprm't!ne Josernuvs's
[Hnes:

“U'nder tha gamdehoo
T dream, sweet love, of vou,
| For my soul Is cryin’ for Old RiLL Bryax
Under the gamdehoo '™
| And an lmproving sea-horn ditty he-
gins, hymnlike and solemn:
“The wicked arts of war to reap
Let other navies know ;
You bulld schoolhouses on the dsep,
JosePHUS, (), our Jor!"
The nuvy will and must sing “It's a
'Tong Way to North Caroling.”

One Boy Dead and One in a Cell,

Somebody equips a unlee little boy
‘;\\Itll a nice little ritle quite capable of
(killing.  'The little hoy goes out play-
Cing with two other little boys and some-
[ thing terrible bappens. The little hoy
hiag fired off his gun and another boy
lhas fallen dead with a bullet in hls

fulness and terror,
only ten years old aud there 1s 0 great
pulitie outery over locking him np.
Every one seems to think it inhwoan
cruelty except the father of the hoy
who bs dend. He is looking ot the cose
from o different angle,

Perhaps it I8 foolish and cruel o
Lok up o boy of ten umder such eirenm
stanees, but, assuredly, some one ought
ta be locked up. The boy it may well
be assumed bad po waliclous purpose

He is suld to he |

He says he almed

Who then ought to be the prisoner in
this case? Who Is really responsihle
for the young life that has been sacri-
ficed 8o uselessly, so wantonly? Is it
not the Incredibly rash and eriminally
reckless person who armed a boy of ten
with a little rifle, eapable of killing,
and sent him out to play with It?

The New Policy of Hoping for
the Best,

All that comes out of Mexico in these
days of reconstruction by Irreconcilgble
elements Is obviously not news, but the
State Department at Washington ac-
cepts as authentle the report of Consul
CANADA that the railroad from Vera
Cruz to the city of Mexlco Is In-
definitely out of commission, Of special
significance Is the fact that the State
Department makes this officlal com-
ment upon the intelligence :

“No hope s entertained *hat! rallway
communication will be better for many
months to come, on account of the fact
that the rallway lines are controlled by
different factions and are in constant dan-
ger of destruction.”

And Vera Cruz was evacuated only
a week ago!

Gone must he the faith in the pro-|
gressive movement In Mexico which |
was to establish a democratie xovorn-!
ment upon the bedrock of soclal justice, |
History Is repeatiug itself down there, |
but whereas in former times of turbu- |
lence the leaders aspiring to political |
control were men of education, whether |
soldiers or not, now the most powerful |
protagonists but lately were outlaws,
with prices on their heads, men as {11it-
erate and unstable as they are ambi-
tlous and cruel.

Meanwhile Mexico is closed to Amer-
icans and Europeans, indefinitely closed,
no matter what their rights and In-
terests are, And some day these rights
will have to be recognized and these
Interests liguidated hy a responsible
[Government.  But when  Patience on |
a4 monument can return po answer,

Admiral Mahan, |
|

Iu the late ALirep THAYIR Manax |
| sea power had its ablest historian and |
expositor. He inherited from his father, |
(i professor at West Poiot, a sclentite
| mind, and althongh he served the regn-
lnr details attont his greatest usefulness
to the navy and country was as a theo-
retieal strategist, Admiral MagaN was |
as highly honoresd for his great know!s
edge and bis authoritative judgient in |
London, terlin aud Paris as In Wash- |
ington,  He was really the first writer
un naval matiers 1o recoguize the full
importance of sea pawer as a factor
In warfare, He proved his case by
historieal iNustrations that Lad
more or less neglectisl. In the HRusso-
Jupanese war, wud partieniarly in the
Spandsh war, the worlld realizesd (o whant
measure sea power could he deeisiyve,
[und his trinmph was complete,

Admiral ManaNy was in the prime of
his usefulness as prestdent of the Naval
War College at Newport, and officers
, were fortunate who sat under hbis 1o
| structions,  He lived to see perhaps the
greatest demonstration of the sonndness
'uf his theorles in the ability of England
(1o sweep the commeree of Germany
from the seas in the present war and
practically lsolate her

It was not the least titie of Admiral
ManaN to the gratitude of his conntry
that he steadily advecated the expan
sion of the navy to prepare for the
| malutenance of the policles to which the
"uatlon 1s freevoeahly committed.

biranry

JCommerce Comm
| receipts and expenditures over a eeries

Fortunately the tax on telephone ealls
as 1t applles only to those costing 15
vents or upward will affect a relatively
"small number in this c¢ity, but within
{ts limitations it promises to be a thor-, |
' oughgolng nuisance, It seems to have
'every evi] feature that can apply to a
tax, Tt is In the muijority of cases ex-
tortionately high, 1t is a Mndrance and
" burden upon a commun necessary of |
Clife, It s difficult to colleet--the Gove-
Tc*renmvm merely pushing the difleulty |
It will he difficulr

? on to other shoulders,
Cand expensive to verify the accuracy of I
‘the returns: indeed, if this be done |
| Hterally, 1t will probably enst almost u.dl
much to check up the tax due as the
Ltax {tself will produce, The fmpost as a
' whole is vexatlous and futile, an unre-
| deemed biunder,

|

|

|

When Bir ErxesT Snackieron mada
| the sacrifice of turning his back upon
l the war to pursue his Antarctic explora-
| tions, 1t might have becn hoped that |
| good fortune would reward his efforts
|‘Il {a certainly a bitter chance that de-
lfenln him at the very outset by a labor
| obstruetion in which he has no concern i
j or interest,

| e —

| There can ba no doubt that New
York remains cosmopoiitan in the mat- |
ter of its amusements, and altogether
neutral. Dramas are nightly acted In
French and German and opera Is to he
heard every week in German, [taliun
and Frenchi. And thess artistic offer-
ings are received by our grateful pub-
e without discrimination,

It used to be thought dificult enough
for the public to tell In what particular
theatres the plays which 1t wanted 1o/
see might be staged,  Certalnly 1 s
| not made’ any i ta theutregoers
fwhen the different plays are saddenly
| tranaferrad from one theatre 1o an-
|ullwr. But that is only another phase
' of the complicated showmanship of the !
lday. The cornerstone of the show-
man's plan nowadnys seems to be the
conviction that when a phiy possesses

the Russian armies, Indleate that it en-
tered the war with not less than 50000, -
lmm men in its ranks

Viaina Insists he will not he Prasident,
| Headline
! Dietermined to beat the hoodoo'  When
i it's all over nobody will he alile to deny
| the excellent quallty of horse sense to
|11n' doughty rebel leader, Were It not

for his unquestionable fNehting spirit a
pleasant parallel might he drawn be.
tween PANCHO and SANCHO, the inimita-
ble squire of the Immortal Don, Gruss

| tita natural desire
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and oleaginous, dull eyed and stubbly,
but with a jolly zest of life that no un-
couthness can dull and a simple shrewd-
ness that fgnorance falls to adulterate,
the Mexican peon like the Spanish peas-
ant {8 never out of the picture though
not always quite in the frame. He may
sometimes seem incongruous to the
poir’t of Impossibilty, but always at the
right moment he saves the situation by
some flash of wit, of Insight into the
realities of things. Is Paxcuo VILLA to
have his own dusty niche in history as
the one wise man who could be Pres|-
dent of Mexico but wouldn't?

What's in a name, indeed? The an-
swer to Juligt's fan.ous conundrum is
apparently, “Vibrations,” and their
special function is setting up discords
in C flats and ¥ flats—all sorts of flats,
including Harlem flats. The trouble be-
tween the Montagues and Capulets was
simply vowels out of tune,

Tt seems lkely that in spite of Gov-
ernor Hunt's bitter talk he will find a
way to mitigate the Arizona hanging
tragedy before December 16, the ap-
pointed date. His study of the evidence
in some or all of the cases which keaps
him up late o' nights gives ground for
the hope that he will see reasons for
clemency in at least a few cases, Per-
haps the fact that some of the con-
demned have been Kept aliva on hope
since 1811 may help the Governor to be
merciful. In the meantime his wild
charges that big corporations and capl-
talists exerted their iInfluence to defeat
the bill abollshing hanglng not hecause
they believe In the death penaity but
out of spite toward him does less than
Justice to his intelligence.

b _J
DENIED!
Seerelary Ilrun'nAPrlpndu Resent &
Cruel Slander!
ALEXANDRIA, Va., December 1.--Bec-
retary Bryan's friends in Washington—
and how large their number s only

those who have studled the payroll of
the United States Government know-——
bitterly resent ths slanderous attacks
that are now being made on him. They
feel that & mean consplracy is attempt-
ing to undermine the affection of the
nation for him. with the ultimate ob-
ject of retiring him to private life, a
prospect they cannot contemplate with-
out acute patriotic alarm,

How far this detestabla league
agiainst Secretary HBryan will go to ac-
complish ite object, these friends of the
Hecretary say, i= evidenced by a =ingle
incident, the circulation of a report ce
cerning his relat.ons with Representa-
tive MeGuire of the First Nebraska dis-
trict, who wus defeated for reelection
on November 3

Stripped of all extraneous sugges-
tlons and immaterial circumlocutions,
this report definitely and categorically
chargss Secretary Bryan with havong
contributed a check for $25 to the camn-
palgn fund of Mr, MeGuire, which Mr,
MceGuire returned,

Secretary bBryan's friends assert that
no person acqua.nted with the Secre-
tary and informed us to his habits
would give credit for an Instant to such
A preposterons hut they confess
that there may be some who, through
noranca or a predisposition to belleve

tile;

evil of men in public life, may conceiv-
ably heead it
To these the frienda of Secretary

Bryan point out that such an act s op-

posed to the consistent record of his
whole public and private that 1t (a
beyond reason that at this late day,

when he is thoroughly confirmed in the
habits he has laboriously bullt up fur
himself, he should depart so v ntly
from the practices that have contribuied
mauterially to his fame;, and finally tha
to believe Becretary Hryan guilty of =o
extravagant an indiscretion
assumed that he has taken leave of his

must he

senses. How unfounded thls susp.cion
would be, declare the friends of Secre-
tary Bryan, any persog can promptly

convince himeelf Ly
the Secretary’'s bunkers
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of years. Such an examination,
triends of Secretary DBryan hold, wouid
clear him of suspicion, even in the most
prejudiced mind 1t

L UL ed out tha

jexcursion tickets for Rocretary Bryan's

lectures are frequently =ald by ratlroads
engaged In Interstate commerce, and
that he Iz therefore subject to the reg-
ulations of that bady,

STIPPERARY " FOR TARS,
A New Jdersey Poet Wakes the ILiving

Lare,

To THE Emtor oF THE Svs—Sirr It
geems an awful pity that President Wil
son's nautrality notions should debar the
saliors at Newport from the pleasure of
singing “Tipperary” w!th {ts fine swinging
Uit Couldn't they ba permitted 2o sup-
plement the words with somethiing like
this:

1t's & long way to TChicaga
And A long way to New York

It's a long way to San Francleco
And I'd rather ride than waik

Good-by to the Rowery
Good-by Herald Square,

It's a long, long distance down to Hrondway
And my heart's right there
These words seem to fit and

about as much appropriatensss

original le.
NuTuey, N J., Diecember 1

to have
as the
Epoam,

Conclusions.
rne FiiTor or Tue Sry
ticie "Honest El
ask, Why not?

To get to tha
wmil plenss
proportional
ballot ?

T noted

Sir The ar

me to

Tu
sctian Laws'" moves
hava In minA
conclusions on
and the short

thought |
give your
representation

v ot

ahout
it

somsthing &

minus votlng ) ke, of

seems to stlck Witiiaw M
NEWRAUHGH, November 10

whiles N

COHrEe,

hut
NTANBROZGH

Threo lhwndred and more sy
“proportional representation’

viked when the FEneyelopedia B 1o
wont into 1ts latest edition, and a= T
SUN has not vet satistied jtself as to th

of them It has restradned
to reach a conclusglon
with resepot of this subject

THE SUN'g Inclination toward a short
bhallot is recorded In 1t unsuceossful oot

virtues of four

: the qualitles which the public desires| to prevent the lengthening of the haliot
suiall Im'l.‘- It must conquer all olstacles, by midding  thereto candidates for the
Now the piee little boy is o jall, e s I!'tﬂl;-.l Ntnoes Senite e ;

Minusg voting a Joke? Nothing of the

having been tuken there, neeordIng to |  (nsepvative estimates of the size of | sort'  Would Ittt add i I“:'_‘ i

the newspapers, shackled to n burly  the Austrian army, based on reports | diMeulties of markl wid counting the

robber, He is in a pitiful state of tear- | of the number of soldlers captured hy | baliots and “"’Nf'l-"““-l‘ l"l“ result, thus
. il

{ thosa who

eXactiy inecting the
are responsible for our election luwe

In tha North American Revien for Decem
her war artieles predomdnate, e Hernhard
Dernburg writing on  Germany, A,

lLapradella on Helglum, € Borgeaud

switzeriand, 11 A Millar an Bohemia sn
Paland, ¢, H Sherrill on mediatlon and
peaca atd W Hrooks an the press The el
tar  commenta  an Iy

the November =
wnd Misa Tarhel! discusaes it in te
wamian suffrage., W. B Capes writes i
the uuemplored, W 1. Howells writes alout
some new novels ha has read and Sir A
Quiliter-nuch ocontmueas hila orfticlsm of
“Machath"

inqu.ry directed 1o
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CHAOS IN HE RULES OF WAR.

General Interest In the Question of the
Vitality of the Hague Conventlons,

To Tnm Epiton or THe SunN—<Sir:
Though disagreeing with you about the
causes of the present war, T want to say
that one of your editorial articles is worth
a carlond of articles from the averaga
American publicist or professor; for in-
stance, your articles on the Hague eon-
vention, as over against the large instal-
ment of what they did not know on that
subject furnished by Mr. Roosevelt, Judgs
Holt, Mr. Bacon and tha professors, ad
nauseam, M. H. C. BROMBACHER,

New York, November 30,

The Face of the Clock.

To THe Epitor or Trm SuN—Eir: Re-
ferring to my letter published In THe SuN
of November 29 and your comment at the
end, the last paragraph reading:

It Is unnecessary to scrutinize the face of
the clock to test the force of this technical
plea.  Clearly at tha time of the German
Invasion Servia was already & belligerent;
and Servia was not a party to Convention V.

On this point I desire to say that not-
withstanding Austria-Hungary and Servia
were at war, neither of them had declared
war upon any other natlon, nor had any
other nation declared war upon them, and
their war was apart and separate in s
legal status from the question of Ger.
muny’'s violation of the treaty.

Even though it be recognized that the
immediate cause of the outbreak of the
general war now existing was Austria’s
declaration of war against Servia, the
actual facts to be taken into considera-
tion a8 to who were belligerents at the
time of Germany's violation of the treaty
can only relate to the nations upon which
Germany had declared war or which had
declared war upon Germany

In conclusion, permit ma to say that
“tha face of the clock™ has many times
been called Into existencs to determine
important legal questions

I am not a lawyer, nor have 1 dis-
cussed or taken advice on this question

neutrality. In the case of that republic
integrity is what the Powers guarantee
not neutrality, 1 belleve, for in cass of
dunger to forelgners the Powers are In
the habit of landing troops for their pro-
tection.

In conclusion T wish to commend THE
8uwn for (ts able and fair minded editorial
articles, W. H. STawaar.

ToronTo, November 28,

Mr. Willlam Bayard Hale on Ex.Presi-
dent Roosevelt's OQutburst.

To e Epitor or THr Sun—§8ir: An
ax-I'resident of the United States publicly
advocated in a New York newspaper on
Sunday a courss of natlonal conduct so
dangerous that it would be difficult for
one unacquainted with Mr. Roosevelt's
{dlosyncrasies to refraln from describing
it as insanity.

It is of course not that, but only the
outgivings of a disappointed man, who
always, even while In the most responsible
of offices, has been utterly irresponsible
as to fact, law, consequence or deduction,
and who Is smarting, as possibly no other
living being could amart, under the des-
tiny which has denied him, with his re-
markable theatrical talents, a position on
the stage at the most dramatic moment
of modern history.

Mr. Roosevelt is grieved, as ap his
countrymen are, at the “unlawful’ acts
which have marked the war; he enu-

merases the German Invasion of Belgium |
‘he Japanese capture of Kiao-chow; the
sinking of the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse
by the British ship Highflyer in Spanish
waters: the alleged sowing of mines In
the open mea, and the like.

Mr. Roosevelt would have us "take ac-
tion In all of thess cases” ; if we had had
an Intelligent and resolute President and
Secretary of State, “they would have
taken actlon on July 29, 30 or 31, cer-
tainly pot later than August 1.” Such a
President and Secretary of Btats, instead
of peaceably carrving on the Government
of the United BStatas, would have "de-
voted mll their energles to the terrible
problems of the day.” They would not
have “observed a timld and spiritiess neu-

from any lawyer, Can you say a8 much?
1 suggest, now that we as laymen have
reached tha question of technicalities, that

your articles of November 24 and 25,
my letters of corresponding dates and |
vour comments thereon, including this|

letter, e placed hefore some lawyver whose |
knowledge of international law s of na-
tional repute and that you publish hls
opinion, If you can obtaln it, for the|
benettt of your readera F. . DURANT.
PHILADELYHIA, November 30

This very estimabla correspondent, who i
tikes his controversial status so serfe|
ously, Is referred to the treatizes on!
nternational law for the correction of |
lus notion that & declaration of war {8/
a necessary prerequisite of @ condition
of belligerency. For the mitigation of
8 perhaps exq ive respect for the
opinion of “lawyers whose knowledge of
international law Is of national repute”
t may ba well for him to read, in the
North American Review for December,
a learned discusson of Belgian neutral-
tty by Monsieur de lLapradelle, a dis-
tngulshed authority on  international
law, a member of the Facuity of I.'d‘l:
o I'niversity of Iaris, Secretary-
(ieneral to the French Soclety of lnter-

ional Law and offlcally a member of
the Committes on International Law in
the Departments of Justice and Forelgn
Affairs of the French Government. .\Ir.i
Purant will observe that in spite of his
distinguished reputation and impressive
tities of authority Professar de Lapra-
delle discusses through pmge=s the sup- |
posed violations by Germany of the
rules of the Hague convention, appar- |
ently without the remao!est T)"'l"’]”l‘ln'
of the existence or bearing of those ex-
empting which Tue 8Br's has
recently been tryving 1o make clear.  An
for Mr. Durant's chronol wl argu-
ment, he may pursue the subject, !f such
< his pleasure, in jo.nt debate with the
author of the particularly exasperating
ommunication which follows:

the

articles

Time MMTerences Rechoned the Wrong

Way.

To THE FoiTon o THE SUN--—Sir b
ferring to Mr. F. C, Durant's letter pub-
CHTE n Tne SN Novemhber o0, It
seems that this gentieman bpses o large
\ ol = tentlon on the presumption

it 1:30 .M. Washington time (s ap-
proximately § A, M Hrussels time

A 4 matter of fact, when it in 1:20
. M. In Washington It s about €:30
1 M In i ussels

'his agiain tends to show what pro-
wundly gnorant people have the aundacs

1o volve an bpinion on 80 Screne o syhes
Ject 18 this unfortunate war and the
nanifold ramilications connected there.
wit M AsnEr

NEW YonrK, Noveniber 30

CThe special Guarantee of Helglan Neos

these |

trality,
I'o Tk EpiTor o THE SuN—Sir I
your paper of yesterday o statement {s

in & letter of Mr
concerning the

eorge H. Gude
Hague econvention

the motives of Great Britain in de-
claring war on Germany over the breach
of Belgian neutrality which 1 and every
other person informed of the true facts of

& case must brand as entirely erroncous
and as a would be subtle uttempt to bolster

up the cause of Germany, which, tnhdeed,
eeds bolstering up, but can never ba jus. |
tifiad. 1t !% puerile to attempt such justifi-
cation Ly gsserting that 12 nd was wejl
nformed regarding the lex of the

cvonventions, th it 18 inconceive

that =i
t must

“V Wus not, then
tha attitude of

Edward «
we think of

nd, trying to make the of the |
United States helieve that Ge ¥ vio-
listed Belglum's neutrality and thut she

entered the war for the purpose of pro
tecting Belgium's neutrality; which, by
tha way, #he had not amd we are

done

forced to belleve she miust have known
she could not do”

1t is preposterous to advance such a
plea.  Belgium's neutrality was guaran- |
teedd by the h!gh contracting Powers of |
which tireat Uiritain, Germany, ¥France |
and Nussian wers leaders, on no less than
two accaxions bhefore the Yague conven- |
tlon of 1507 was ever thought of; was
Ruaranteetl by two treatd one in 1831
and the other in 1887 In lils speech (n |
the Housa of Commona before the ulti-|

matum wus served on Germany Sir Fuls |
ward rey reviewed the history of Hel- |
whan neutrality and never roferred to the
Hogue convention at all That neutral-
ty wus supposed to be grounded on a
Liigher plane than even T'ha 1lague It

Is therefore absurd 10 basa an argument

agalinst the participation of Great Rrit-
it in the war on the grounds taken by
M1 iudebrod

Equally absurd s the stitement that

Britain has not protecied Belglan neutral

1ty Before you can hiave a4 warrant out
for a4 man tor robhery you must have
proof that he Is guilty of robhery, ™
punish him ha must be rounded up, and

in the case of Helglum this is in provess
of betng do and iF 1L is not done at least

a heavy from Giermany will be ex-
acted.  “Avenge, O Lord, thy slauglitered
Suins

In case in o time of peace Ger-
many ool consplired aeainst the Hhertles
il freedom of the Belglana, her armies
were ready o march across thelr frop
It would be inpossible for Britaln to pre
vent their inroads on her territory withe-
out having previously violated her neu
trulity,  Therefore the participation of
Dieltidn In the war Is fur purposes of pun-

Ishiment.  Our whole clvll society would
dissolve if wa did not punish or attempt
to punish without fear of consaquences to
ourselves a luwbreaker because we did not
or could not have time or forewarning
enough to prevent his hreach of the law
germany s the lasbreaker among na-
tlons

Some ather |atier writers rafer tn (Ching
nnd Japan's alleged breach of her ney-
trality In that case {4 was {0 selze a
Gierrunn owned rallrond running throovgh
Chinese territory that Japun ntervened,
a rallrond that was being operated by
(lermans for miitary purposes; and they
were thus the prior violutors of Chinese

L sl

trallty,” but would have “lived up to our
obligations by taking action.” If we had
had in the Presidential chair a man of
Intelligenca and resolution like, let us say,
Theodors Roosevelt, we should have “done
whit we were solamnly bound to do”
The mutual recriminations hurled at ons
another by England, Germany, France
and Belglum, so avows the ex-President,
“not only gave him [President Wilson]
warrant for action, but required him to
act.”

Thue rashly and violently writes Mr.
Roosevelt. Ignorant of tha fact that the
Hague rules regarding neutrality, regard-
ing mines, regarding everything which
troubles Mr. Hoosevelt and saddens us all,
have never heen ratificd by Gircat Hritaln,
nor by France nor by Belgium, and that
Ly thelr own provision these articles are
binding only if ratified by all belligerents;
ignorant likewise of the fact that the
United States, in rat!fying certain of the
Hague rules. added the express stipulation
that the action was not to be taken As
involving this Government in any way In

atlon to enforee their ohservance
er Powers ; snatching up the vaguest
ns current among etreet corner {dlers
cot ning the laws of war and the rights
and dutler of nations; forgetful of the
grave resulis that would follow our in-
tervention . indifferent to the welfare of
the hundred millions of our own kindred ;
negleciful of the true duties of neutrality ;
above all, sublimely superior to the
dificulty of ascertalning the truth and
Judging righteous Jjudgment amid the
whirlwind of rumor, charge and counter-
charge——this man would have the United
States Government step into the ring as
the referee of the fight, laying down the

any
on
ne

ohlig
ot

rules and breaking heads all around to
enforce themn
“Owr true course,” he exclaims, “should

be to Judge each nation on Its conduct,
unhesltatingly antagonizing every nation
that does i

Hus

i morse amazing spesch ever
made by anvhbody out of Bedlam?

It was nat a4 Roosevelt who, In reply
to i plea: “NMaster, speak to my
brother “ha divide inheritance
with nEwWered “Man, who made
Me a judge or a divider over you?™ A
Jesus would not assume to decide he.
tween  twWo  men a  Roosevelt would
hilithely set b <if up to he a judge over
200,600,600

Tra only comment that sobar men can
o on =ych wild words as thesa of Mr.
Roosovelt's s this: that {f they had been
publishsd five dayvs earller tha country
wou'ld have gone to {ts knees with Its dis-
positton to glve thanks profoundly in-
creased by a sense of [ts escape from the
waivahla calamity of having in the

Houss a4t such an hour this inecar-
1 of rashness, violance and irrespon-

been

the

ma

, #t the head of the nation, walks
‘ollected fest tha imperilled path
Wirrrasm Bavann HaLE.

to=day
with r
of pea

Nrw York, December 1.

The Interstate Commerce Commission
and the Impoverished Rallroads,

To e Eprtor or Tue Srv—Sir:
reluctance of the Interstute Commerce
Commission to give the railroads of the
country a chance to ecarn a living will, if
this polley s kept up, =0 impoverish the
roads that eventually the (dovernment can
buy them at bargain prices

I would not go so far as to suggest
that this persecytion of the rallroads is a
dellberate attempt to depress the vilue of
thesa great properties so that they can be
bought cheap, but if this persecution
keeps up and the raliroads are not per-
miited to ralsa thelr rates to a paying
point thera will he people ready to make
a charge of this character

Everybody except the Interstate Com-
merca Commission knows what is hap-
pening to the rallroads and what ought to
ha done.  Meantime the commiasion con-
tinues complacently o incubate on a
question already addled by age. R.

New Yonw, Decembar 1.

Homiclde in Four Natlons,

To e Formror or Tue Sun-—Sir: Some
ght upon thea probability or improbability
of the gtock storles of German atrocities
told by symputhizers with the Allies
thrown hy some satatisticos of homicides in
different countries which 1 happened upon

vreliable ook to-day

In the U'nited States there is one homi-

le i vear to every 5,000 of population
i Ity one to every 46,000 in Great

Hritain one to every 110,000 and in Ger-
many ones to avery 200,000
vy these figures Justify the eirculation
Anglo-Saxon Americans of charges of
vy against the Germans?
v the wayv, Professor Hall, an English
authoriiy, savs it would he more accurate
call the English “"Romans” than to
call them “Saxons'
JoNaTHAN M MURRAY,
PirmLanroimiia, December 1

The

Philip Freneauw.
Ta THE or Tne Sux-——=Nir; 1In
THE SN vetsterday 1t 18 stated that
Philip Frevewua died in New York in 1832
an edition of Freneau's poems pub-

IlimTon

of

It

NHehed n 1860 a4 memoir by Evart A
Duyekinek states that Frenewu died De-
ember 1%, 1832, In Monmouth county,
New Jorsey, and 18 buried at Mount Pleas-
ant, N J, where a monument to his
memory has been erected

There ts u plave called Freneau in Mon-

Nuw Jersey
AUBTIN VAN (imsoN,
New Yonk, December 1,
Native Talent,
L.et the RAritish llon roar,
We don't care,;
Let the tierman sagls sonr,
We don't acare

nwouth vounty,

Lt the beur of Russis grew!

We don't quake,
et the Jurkish erittar how!,
We don't shake

Stock Vixihangs has epensd doors,
Hall the day!
Bu''s and bears and lambs by soeres—
Hip. hooray!
MeLinnsynew Wrrsew,

in |

in room of the sagaclous man who |

. 0. P. WILL REVISE
N. Y. CONSTITU o

Republicans Will Contral
Convention hy a Maiorit,
of Gf.

SENATOR ROOT TO ' <ipp

ALBANY, Dec. 1The liar of ooy gy
dalegates who will conmpr o
tion which is to revies

stitutlon next spring shoo
publicans will coniro] the
a vote of 116 to 52

The fifteen delegates
publicans. Tha ather "2
chosen by Sennte disty
district, and of the
Democrats elected
cans 101,

The Democrats carrie
Third, Fifth, SBeventh, N 1t
Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirtee
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Nin«ise
tieth, Twenty-first, Tweniy «n

hattan-Bronx  district), T "’
(Richmond-Rookland dis‘ricty .- Ty
ninth (one of the 1uffal, 1 ’

This means that the Repuil « e rrigg
thirty-four Senate districts and i | me
Crats seventeen, except thut . .
teenth Manhattan districe M ar,
Democrat, was elected along with Wi
M. K. Oloott and ax-Senator 5o -

Not a sing

two Republicans.
sive delegate was slecied
Senator Root to Preside

It is generally conceded Eanator Mo
will bs chosen to preside over t s com.

ventlon, which must meat on ¢« fAnn
Tuesday of next April. Fuers (eiazate
will recelve the same compencat! o and
mileage that is pald to a menier of
Assembly, $1,600 and mileage 41 ™y
rate of 10 cents a mile batwas: Malr

homes and Albany—ona round trip e
‘The convention has the powsar t yupat
such officers and employess ws (o nu--:
necessary and to fix thelr compernsy
It is expected that the constitutior
vention will mest n the A
Chamber, and yet tha indications wrea
the Legisiature may not La abis ¢

| cone
amhly
b
cOMe

plete its work by the first wee: andl
in which event the Assembly (7 har
would not ha availabla for ¢ a tu

tlonal convention. Chuanges (1 1«
stitutlon will require a majority

This situation has beey .
Republean  political oircies 1
believed If the Legislature has nn T
pleted 1ts work by eurly Anril t 1
take A recess for a fow davs 1o pe e
constitutional eonvention delep
ganiza in the Assembly Chan ' -
range the preliminaries for 4
revising the Constitutioe nd the: A

recess until a dat. after -
that the Legisl cure will adjou
Then the constitutinnal Y
reconvens and continn .
the end of Septembwe

Legislators Who Are Delewntes

A number of val
EAtes Lo the constin
cluding  Assembly o A\
Majority L Harold J 11

ey

Htaté Assenibhiy and =onat 3t
Wiagner and Jauomes A

Among the districet
tam Rirnes, lemuct | .
elected from Austorlitz
Willlam N. Dyvkmun, J "
De Lancey Nicoll, Fred

Thomas F. smith, seoretian

Hall: William F. Sheehon |
Mulry, Senator Antn 1
Senator : George A, H 0
Austin, who was o1 f
Hughes's contidentinl

B, Smith, Charles ¥ 1

=0 many epistolary e

velt, and U'nited Stites
James W. Wadswaorth

The st of delegiles to the
follows:

Delegates nt Large

William Berri, Brook ¥
Brucket!, Baratoga 1 !
Iyn;. Alphonsa T Clears
rick W, Cullinan, ¢ o
York oity T.ouis Mar
Iohn l.ord Ffirin Foofy ]
sons, New York ciry Al
Rochestar; Elthu Root, New ) rK
Gould Schurman, 1thaca i!. ry

New York elt Gearee
Cedarhurst; Charles H. Yo

Br Senale Disirlots

g, N nil®

First Distriet—THobe I | . ¥ranh
p A Coles, Willlam M M

Second Distriet=—Philip | st
Rran, John W. Weed

Third District—Aundrew
A, Webher, Moses
Fourth Distriet—}
Weher, lside
Distriet James
Michnel T
THst it i 1.am
Steinbrink, Wi mor

Seventh Dis-r-
P. Ward, Wil N vk
Elghth I-'--‘-: It Itayee

wWlea Kl

Y 1 . N

laison, 1
Ninth [Ivist
Mann, Harr
Tonth District— Isun
Muthewsorn, Jose
Elsventh

Fourteenth District
Lancey Nicol)
Fifteen'h
Willlam ¥ 8hoehar
KRixternt!)
John T |I» ' ' . -

Reventern'h  Idistt }
ner (ou andt N
Eightsenth Dist A
K O
Ninelesnt
Sldney
Twentlieth
athan T

M

1". ri

J
N rkan,

Twenty third D
velr 1
Hcharas

'l'“ Lo ' f rit 1

Vot
Thirty
Merrick &
Thirty-
Louta A
Thirty
Alhart ¥
Thirty
B Smith, L
Thirgy -uinth |
Toraal T Dieva, Samuael Il
Fortteth
seph B

WL
ber: €, Mandevilie, N

Forty -arcaond
Jehn H. I

Jumes W Wadaw b
Forty-fourth D
Frank 8 Wood,
Forty Afth 1
Jones, Andraw
Forty.sixth
Richard 1.
Forty-sevent|
chot, James §* |
Fartv.olehith 1)
Lerov A Linioin
Fortv-ninth 1»
Y. O'Connor h
Fiftiath  Digh

Harry D
Fifty-frst

Banders
Charles M

Tolst -
T "
11

Ju
Distriot
Dow. Jan

1




