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FProhibition.

Twenty more votes and the friends
of Federal prohibition would have a
majority of the present House of ‘Rep-
resentatives, 1If they lacked 91 votes
for the two-thirds necessary for the
passage of the resolution to submit the
Dry amendment to the people, thelr
#trength was none the less surprising:
nor doe¢ it denote by any means the
full sirength of prohibition. The wis.
dom of trying to force it upon nnwill-
ing States {8 doubted by men who ap-
prove it ns n State policy, supported by
public opinion. Finally, the economie
recklessness and present impossihility
of flinging awny the enormous revenne
of the excles taxes on spirits and ma't
Nquors might well have deterred some
Representatives from voling Aye who
approved the amendment. The great
vote, its wide geographical distribu-
tlon, its independence of party lines, is
fmpressive.  Vietims of unpopular ten-
etm are not conunon ot Washington,

These Representatives know  thelr
Metricts, We must take the figures as
repre<enting a very declded if misiaken
opinion espoused by millions of men
amd women, a serfous moral convietion
of the <ort Amerieans have heen fond

of, aud which even the melodramatie
Captain SonsoN, o mistletos on legs,
canaol make ridicalons

From Sogomore UL the astuie old
chomplon piayer of the e of politics

A wlowing and pas
slonate 1 Like enough he will
yank it away from HBrother Bryas,
whotu he has streipped naked of so many
nther But the furure heneficia-
rle= of proliibition, the probahie fate of
the Dy amendinent, are but spaculation
amd surmise. The momentous fact, omi-

s e evertnent,

rm,

Holtons,

nons in the eyes of those who hod
with Tur Sus that will eannot be n-
Jected into men by statute or Constito-

tlon, and that it Is no husiness of the
State to preseribe or proseribe the dict
of ite subjects, the momentous fact
that the combination of factors againgst

%

alecohol was never so potent as it |8
at present.  SNome of these factors,
for instanee the great and growing

hody of medical opposition against even
its moderate use, make for total absti-
nence as an individual rule of hygiena,
hest for body and brain, but the genera!
effect 1s the same. 1t sivengthens the
prohibitioniats,

Q0 long as Maine was the classie
horrible example of impotent Nealdow-
ism, so long as even prohibition in the
South conld be dlsmissed as an eco-
nomic and moral prophylactle agalnst
negro crime or the deterioration of ne-
gro labor, prohibition eonld he regarded
a8 & lingering fanaticism in the North,
in {he South as another phase of
“swhite supremacy.”  But of late the
reflection of a great world wave of
prohibition or restriction has been felt
here, ‘T'he Czar has forbidden to the

Annumerable drunkards of the drunken

est natlon vodka, their “little water,”
“sole pleasure save thelr religlon” to
the monjiks. Grear Britain, even tem-
perate France, has had to shorten the
hours of its drinking places, The mili-
tary virtues and the civie virtnes, the
good of army and navy and people un
der the implacable strains of war, are
thought 1o he hest suhserved in a dry
or partially dey atmosphere,

These things are retlected in Ameriea,
On account of the war there is a cer-
taln exacerbation or supersensitiveness
of the nerves, nnnsual Amer-
can readiness to respoid to moral or
tal  rea Moreover, the
of those who like Tur SN

HNoeven

sentime LI s,

resisignee

helleve o temperanes or volunteer, and
not  law tade,  conseript  teetotalism,
fs woeak 1o o thing, fashion, more
powerful  than mwost other  sanetions,
I Tessened to g moidicam  the eon.
ventionanl permis=ihle allowanee of the

i chat beers The prohibtionists are
tundted o abivided only as between State
T R T siashing of the demibjohn,
1"l 1" taneinrers amd  the dealers,
nen craeionsiy elossed n8 “ram seil
ers pratect thele interests, or tey to,
bt the great moss, wmany willions, of
temperate iy ar oceasionnl userg of
B o i have hinedly mnde 1hem-
sty [

Without entering vt the mevits of
the probibition question, it mny e sl
wE o mniier of observation aml experi
ence that one product of ey laws is
whiskes ad dts congeners by the side
of whih "the lignld damuatiom”™ of

the ol fodionsl tempernnce leclurers

I as ik 1o dynamite

Are the Ameriean people golng to
confess that they lnek the self-control
o use alechol properlyt Are they goling

to confess that they are in this respect
lamentably inforior 1o the French and
the Germins, (hose wise and sober ea

i;nrnpﬂr Federal concern.

Joyers of life?
we don't see these ['nited States as a
continental nleoholic ward.

As for the makers and dealers. and
many of them, probably most of them,
nre reputable and Kklndly men, they
have their chance as well as their dan
ger. 1s putrdd beer and liquor made
and vended? Is vice often associntod
with saloons? 1Is the liquor business
amd the brewing business boosted and
extended unnecessarily? It is not
heated patter of Black Valley Itailroad
Sobsonian spouters that will affect men
of sense or do real or irreirievable In-
Jury to the liquor men. It is the dis
honest, greedy, unserupulous or crimi-
nal maker or utterer.

Meanwhile, a good many of the rest
of us will eontinue to deny that even
a great deal of evil, If it exists in the
liguor business, &8 as great an evil as
the State laving 1te clumey hands on
personal freedom -—-let alone the intol-
erable connivances, hypocrisles, corrup-
tlons and “rotgut” that are the frult
of prohibitton,

A Thought Modestiy Commended
to American Statesmen.,

Addressing the Senate on the pro-
posed literncy test for immigrants, the
Hon. LawreNce Y. SHFRMAN of Illtnnln*
allowed himself to submit the subjoined
entirely sane and sensible thought to
the intelligence of his colleagues:

“We cannot undertake to solve the quas.
tions of the Old World.

“l do not think our treatiea aven can
do that.

“That must ba sattied by the peopla of
the Old World who ars the most fmme-
diately concerned.”

The complete assimliation of this
plece of wisdom by a number of amhi-
tlons American statesmen in and out
of office would unquestionably con-
tribute materially to the comfort, the
welfare and the dignity of the United
States in the immediate future.

A Gleam of Intelligence Strikes
the Mann Law.

In g0 far as the jurisdiction of Judge
. M. Cawr of the Unlted States ourt
for the Southern Florida district ex-
tends, the Mann white alave law here
after will not be avallable for purposes
of hlackmalling persons who are living
together under common law marrlages,
It 18 an tlluminating commentary on
the lucidence of this statute that from
such a limitation of its effect real com-
fort may be extracted. Yet this {s the
fact: the partnership between the Fed-
eral Congress and extortloners has been
so completely established that to find a
case in which it does not exist s cause
for actually rejolclng.

Concelved in hysteria and enacted In
a fury of virtue that left no opportunity
for sober consideration of its effect and
{mplication, m %
ceeds the necessities of the abhorrent
traflic whose pructitioners it was de.
signed to punish that it has been found
adaptable to practically every incident
of irregular intercourse between men
und women in which they are so care-
less as to overstep a Ntate boundary.
Under 1t have been prosecnted elopers
whose entaloguing as white siavers was
obvionsly ridiculous, loose livers whose
suecess with the trollops of other men
had aroused anger agalust them, and
various other misdemeanants whose
offences should have been dealt with
hy the State anthorities, and whose
condnet was in no manner A matter of
And behind
these prosecutions inspired by bhusy-
bodies, digearded paramours and other
pillars of right behavior., 18 a mess of
blackmail the dimensions of which no-
hody ean estimate,

In these circamstances {1 s refresh-
ing to find that in one jurisdiction at
least the mere negleet to comply with
the conventions of hanns and bells does
not constitute a crime,

Under Fire.

What are a man's feelings under fire?
It is a question of unfaillng interest
and dread anticlpation In every war,
The untried soldier marching to the
firing line asks himself whether he will
have the physical courage to face the
ordeal and go through it honorably.
The people at home who read of the
shock of conflict and the sickening casn-
altles wonder how flesh and blood ean
stand the roar of the guns, the unend-
ing crash of rifle fire, the shrieking of
shrapnel, the sinister whine of bullets
and the repulsive sights of the battle
field, its dead twisted in horrible shapes
and the wounnded mutilated and help-
less. A British surgeon whose work
takes him to the base hospitals in
France has talked with many soldiers
about their experience under fire and
they have told him how 1t affected
them.

A soldier who had his baptism of fire
in the fighting about Arras says that
when the shrapnel fell around him
and the “Black Marias” plonghed the
groumdd near by, sending up hideous
columns of smoke, “every lustinet of
body and mind prompted Aight,” and
only by # great effort of will power he
Lield fust his rifle and fuced the enemy.
And he had taken his position with
more curlosity than fear.  Another man
confessed that he was terribly fright.
ened when he came under five, “hut the
feoling passed away after o while, leav-
ing me rather tired and only a little
nonxlons”™ A third was sarprised that
the reality proved (o be not as hiad as
the anticipation: he expected thar he
waoulid have to run away amnd ended hy
taking an optimistic view of his chanees,
“U'ndler fire these men,” says the in-
gquirer, “found a self hitherto unsus-
that elusive quality which for

neam
asur

s b o l.‘-
Laaas L

s,

want of a better title is enlled mnn
Iovind, ™

URecomd  courpge”  sometines  conwes
to soldiers who helave hadly at tirs.

A Biritish offficer met abont g handeed
men retiving from a french where they
had suftered “a rveally tervible bhom
bardment with shells and  shrapnel,”
He stopped them, calmly sald they must
w0 baek Into the trench, and with im-
pussive fuee Ted them there,  They
stayed. and gave aovery gomd aeconnt
Al Theiseiyves,

T'he soldier who says that he is in
different to fire may usually he set

down as & bruggurt, but this medical

1914,

We don't believe It Ioﬂlf-ar helieven that some men are ren"_v

impervious to fear when under fire,
The average muan learns to school him-
self. He conclindes that his chances of
coming out all right are falrly good,
he work grips him, and his fears wane
if they do not entirely disappear. An
army officer wounded at Ypres sums
up: “You want to go back [that is, to
the firing line and the trench], not be-
cause it 18 pleasant there, but hecause
staying away 18 Just impossitle.'

No war has tried men's souls more
than the great struggle in Europe, for
the excitement and glory have gone
out of battie, and war has become a
woul harrowing duty to endure an al-
most constant hell of shrapnel and ma-
chine gun fire In unsanitary trenches,
with occasional and even more deadly
exposure to rifle volleys and expert
marksmanship, men fighting in this scl-
entific and terrible way withont see.
Ing, except rarely, the faces of the
enemy and always being in ignorance
of the fasne of the day's fighting atong
the “far flung” battle line. KRieges in the
open have taken the place of encoun-
ters that could be decided In a day or
two days at the most, and the casual-
ties In thelr volume are stupefying
Yet the terrible ordenl does not shake
the sou! of the soldlier. The “red badge
of courage” 18 a8 copspleuous as ever

Premier Viviani's Speech
The power, the eloquence, the high'

|

through the rmh!'lr-. schools lnnuﬂl-
clently fed, Observation falled to re-
veal any signs of hunger even in the
children who happened to lose avoir-
dupols between the welghings, It is a
trifla upsetting to remark that in de-
mollghing one fad the teacher with the
#cales has developed another, the cult
of physical defects, This, it appears,
i& not only the ecause of drooping
bodily powers but also of naughtiness,
Here is plainly the chance for a new
madico-pedagogic excrescence on the
public school system,

Interned officars and crews to celebrate,
~~Headline.

No one has greater causa to rejolce
thess days. They have the enormous
good luck to combine safety with
honor,

If a raliroad company wishes to per-
form an act of honesty by returning
an overcharge on a child's fare, why
should the Interstate Commerce Com-

|misston prohivit {7 How s it any con-

cern of the commligsion's? And on what
principle does the commlission array It-
self against the citizen and against fair
play?

The President s mow dlsposed to
make NMght of his controveray with the
Renate over contirmation of his appoint-
menis: thera 1s no serlous friction be-

|tween him and the Senate, he has more
(important questions to deal with, and

0 0on,  As to recess appointments which
Benatora  refuse to confirm, perhaps
| Mr. Wireoxn finds that he cannot escape
the logic of the Benate's case: if a Presi-

courage and clear vislon of Premler |dpm who cannot get such appointments
Viviant's speech at the opening of the confirmed s golng to renew them dur-
| Ing future recesses, then there is an end

wir session of the Chamber of Depu-
ties rafse it to the attitude of a his
torle arntion, This trumpet call to the

soul of France will inspire a hrave peo- |

ple to make the ntmost sacrifice to de-
fend thelr eoll and to sustaln a canse
which they regard as the cause of hu-
manity and free government,

Aslde from the nobllity and elo-
quence of the French Premler's speech.
there 18 to be noted a proud assurance
of the country's ablllity to earry on the
war indefinltely. Not only are the ex-
penges of the war belng met without

of the right of confirmation which the
Constitution glves 1o the Henate, and
tha P'resident is higger than the (‘on-
stitution.

P N

Lord Fisiuer, who asks “these hundred
milllons of Americans” to read WiLLiam
Wareon's ludicrous and (rritating vawp
on larges eoul, great lamps and flger
from his den, forgets that & humane
provizion of tha Constitution forhida the
reading,

The confidemce of THAW'R lawvera n

DEPARTMENTAILL BULLETINS.
Delayed Statistios of Accidents In the
State's Industries.

To THE Evitor or Tne Sun—Sir. e
thea Department of Labor of the State
of New York running a publication house
Wor trade uniona?
of the bulleting of the department since

September, 1013, are:

B7. ldleness of Organized Wages FEarners
on Septembar 30, 1513

58, 1dlensas of Organized Wags FEarners,
1918,

118
Law,

60, Btati=tics of Trade Unions in 1918,

61, Idianess of Organized Wags Earners
In tha First Half of 1914,

82 Naw York Lahor Tawa of 19)4

63, Directory of Trade Untens, 1814

4 Changes in Unlen Wages and Hours
in 1812,

Digest of Woarkman's Compensatien

iy, Unfon Rates of Wages and Hours in
1913,
&4, Btrikes and Lockouta In 1912 and 1818,

47, International Trade Union Statistics,

Eince tha publication of bullstin No. 66
for tha second quarter (April-June) of
1913 the department has not published
quartarly the statistica of Industrial acef-
dents, compiled from tha reports of em-
ployers of labor in factory industries,
mines and quarries, bullding construction
and enginesring worl. The latest annual

report In detall is for the year ended |
September 30, 1912,
The "safety firs!” movement progress-

ing, accldent records ought to be avall-
able for guldance in deviaing means for
the prevention of accidents,

The workmen's compensation law pro-
gressing in operation for hazardous ems-
ployments, accldant records ought to be
avallabla for parilculars In astimating lia-
bllity for tha payment of compensation,
for which the Insurance premiums may
amount to more than §25,000,000 the first
vear,

On account of the Inadequacy of acel.
dent statistica and the lack of tabulation
on a sclentific basls the basic data for
insurance rate making depand at present
on limited Insurance saxparisnce

The State has the jaw to get the facts
for the caleulation of the accident rates
in its industries, that had mora than

a.500 aecldents In 1913, compared with
72,800 in 1912 and 80,500 fn 1911
Hexpy W
ankr'rv l"innm‘har 23
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A Jersey Visitor tn (‘haumoon Finds
the Beer Good,
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SARAN JE \'& INGS'S DFS(‘F\’”ANT

A German N-vn ﬂll'lwr on the First
Scold of the Admiralty.

To Tie Epitor oF Tur Sun—S8ir: When-
ever the (lernran pnavy has a remarkable
success the head of the Britlsh Admi-
rality 18 anxious to regain Its own poise
and fta reputation before the world by
sotne pitack upon the honesty of German
naval warfars, When 17-8 sent those three
armored crulsera to the depth it was the
work of “sples” ;| when (erman crulsers,
owlng to their superior tactics and gun-
nery, defeatad almost squally strong Eng-
Huh erulsers, the result was dus to Ger-
man secret wireless statlons.  When the
Audactous, hit at the atern, foundered,
the world for the fourth or fifth time
officially was told by England thet Ger-
many had Indiscriminately covered the
ocean with mines. After the recent dar-
ing rakl of German crulsers agalnst the
English coast Mr. Churchill Is now call-
ing the l.-'rnmn navy the “baby Kkillers
of Scarborough.”

1 do not think that tha world can bhe
successfully for a very long time told
falry talss about cause and effect In
raval warfare, and 1 4o not expsct that
neutral Governments have wasted time
and money for wild gooss chases for
(German  wireless stations to which s
attributed the wonderful eupacity of hav-
ing been In touch with f:r--.-m-.m squadrons
over many thousands of miles

As for mines, the nrm‘]-.un rs only the
other day published tha Duteh official
| statement that all  the hundreds of
| mines flown to the Netherlands coast in
the last weeks were of English construc-
tlon.  There are sonw reasons for belleve
taig therefore that not Germans, but Ene-
Meh mines, are menacing tha “peaceful
commerce of neutrals.”

The very morning when we fearnad
herea of the abova mentioned German
rald wa read in the papers that the
British ships had bombarded wm:nd!a
"his

{ tn Belmum, an unfortified town.
| morning befors reading Mr. Churchiil's
utterances I read in the Hamburger

Nachrichten of November 27 the follow-
ing oMelia] report of the German head-
quarters dated Novemher 24

English  shins appeared yesterfav  alse
off tha Flanders coast and bombarded
Lomhartzyde and Zeshrugge, Our troopa
suffered only small damnage, dut quite &
number of Helglan inhabitants were killed
or hurt

Tiis morning nalso we read 1in the
papers that the Gnelsenau In the fight oft
Falkland Islands against a thres or four
times superior Iiritish squadron, in spite
of aving used up all her ammunition
refused to surrender and went down with
her crew singing patriotic songs, Yeater-
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