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American
Ens land'

Wives of Noblemen
War Relief Work--

and Widows of
IIK American women of Hng- -

land" Is what they call them,
wives In nn appeal for help
In the work they have under

taken for the. succor of wounded British
soldiers and sailors and for the giving
of employment to the wives and widows
of England's lighting men. They are tho
American wives of English irublcmen
duehesvos, countesses, baronesses, &c.

With tho Duchess of Marlborough,
who was Miss Consuelo Vanderbilt1, lis
chawmnn they have got together to

n War relief enterprise, and are
already doing wonderful thltiKS. Hrst
and foremost, they have nturted and
are running a great hospital "at reign- -

ton, In the south of England.
The president of the organization is

Iady l'aget, who onco upon a time was (

Miss Minnie Stever.H of New Yor- k- i
daughter of that famous Mrs. Paran
H:cven. wno tor many years a so-

cial leader In tho metropolis.
The chairman of the hospital com-

mit ee is Idy Randolph Churchill. She
was before she married Lord Randloph
Churchill Miss Jennie Jerome, daugh-
ter of that Leonard Jeiome, who n gen-- r

rat Inn ago was i celebrity In New
Yor- k- the beau Ideal of the man about
town and Hie special ilium of William
U. Travers, the wit, and of the ehV r
Hothern. equally famous for h.s ac r.g
of l.onl liumlrrnry and for Iiim prac-
tical Jokes at the expellee of his friends,

Others associated with the manage-
ment of the hfHpfuit are the Duchess of
Itoxburghe. who was Miss May Goelet
Lady Camoys, who was Miss Mildred
Sherman and the Countess of Granard,
wife of King George's Mas'cr of Horse,
who was Miss Beatrice Mills, daughter
of Ogden Mills.

All of these Amerlca-- women with
the exception of Lady Randolph
Churchill, whoso father was only mod-

erately well off as wealth Is considered
nowadays brought great fortunes to
their ti led husbands. Now they arc
dipping deep Into their purses to show--

is they have expressed it. their "sym- -
V. . . ...1 . I. I , ..I . . . I .. 1. v -Itaiii un uuui tumuli in ihi u.'iii

of trial."
We'll their money 'hev have Malted

what they call the American women's
war relief fund, out of which the
I'clgnton hospital, as well ns other en-

terprises, Is maintained.
The house occupied by the hospi al

at I'elgnton Is one of the finest man-lon- s

In England Before the war n

It was the residence of a very
wealthy American, E. Paris Singer
whose money Was orlgin'ally derived
from sewing machines.

Tho Singer mansion at Peignton
itnndi on an elevation, surrounded by
magnificent and spacious white marble
terraces, with extensive gardens Its
situation Is the most healthful imag-
inable To-da- y this palacv, which cost
In tlv neighborhood of 12, 300.000. is ton-verte- d

Into a completely equipped sur-
gical b spltal, with 270 beds and every
appliance known to medical wlencc.
There Is even an operating theatre,
taking the place of what was until re-
cently a drawing room. Every rug and
tvery yard of drapery lias been removed
from the house lest such furnishings
should harbor germs, and practically
every stick of the costly furniture has j

'been taken away.
The mannlon thus tra:'.-f- ..' n d

called y the American Women's
Ibxpltal and fn m a staff on the rm.f
files the flag of the American Red Cross
Krom another staff floats' the Stars and
8tripes.

In the management of this establish-
ment which In peace times bore, tho
nnme of Oldway House, the women ore
working In cooperation with tho British
Red Cross, and 1t has been formally ac-

cepted ns a military hospital by tho
War Office. a

Another branch of tho work of tho
American Women's War Relief Fund Is
the making of clothing for British sol-

diers and sailors. It employs, at sewing
work and at good wages, the wives of
Jioldlers and other "women who find
themselves destitute by reason of tho
war. Fr this purpose persons sym-
pathizing with the enterprise have
placed at tho disposal of the fund ade-
quate quarters In the heart of London
free of rent.

In one Mich workroom sixty women
who would otherwise be without employ-
ment or means of subsistence are busily
engaged with needles nnd sewing ma-
chines, nnd to supply them with food a
kitchen Is established on the premises,
providing nn excellent dinner for two
pence (four cents) with free tea.

Another workroom has heen opened in
Islington, which Is ono of the oorcst
quarler--r of London, and nil of tho work-
rooms are managed in connection with
the Queen's Central Committee of
Women's Employment.

The fund planned to glvo a fully
equipped hospital ship to the War Of-

fice Hut Lord Kitchener, when the Idea
was communicated to him, said that he
would rather havo some motor am-
bulances' for conveying wounded sol-

diers from tho firing lino to tho field
hospitals, Art a matter of course the
plan was changed thereupon and tho
women used tho money to purchase sov
erai ambulances, each of them mounted
on a 30 horse-pow- er ohossls and fitted
wiiii every modern contrivance for the
rmifort of disabled flghtingmcu. Each
of these vehicles has room for two hos
pltal attendants ami four stretchers, or
will accommodate two stretchers and six
men who are able to sit up.

Tho Countess of .Suffolk Is another
American woman of English tltlo who
it taking an active Interest In tho war
work. Before her marrlagu sho was
Miss Daisy Loiter, a slKtcr of Joseph
Loiter and daughter of Levi " Lelter
of Chicago and Washington.

Meanwhile m this Hldo of tho water
man women ot wealth nnd social prom-
inence nro entering upon tho samo kind
of work with extraordinary enthusiasm.
Mrs. Olfford Iinchot, but recently a
bride, has gone abroad to Join her

Lady Alan Johnstone, in the
organization of a field hospital. Lady
Alan Johnstone Is Mr. I'lnchot's sister
nnd her husband was formerly n secre-
tary of tho British Embassy In "Wash-
ington, Tho hospital will bo paid for
out of tho Plnchot millions.

Mrs, Hurry l'ayno Whitney la now in
Frnnoo to spend in organ-
izing and equipping a complete field
hospital Sho was, beforo her mar-
riage, Miss Oertrudo Vanderbilt.

In tho way of giving and collecting

t.y,

Women
Wounded Soldier

Doing Wonderful
Care for Wives
Fighting Men

money for war help the women who
lend In tho social life of Newport In the
summer nro doing wonders, Headed by
Mrs. Stuyvcsant Fish they raised $13,-7S- ."

at ono bazaar over and above all
Asocinted In this1 work are

Mrs. French K. Chadwlck, Mrs. I'em- -
broke Jones, Mrs. Hermann Oclrlchs,
Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt, Jr., and Mrs.
George D. Wldcncr.

Another 'nndcrbilt heiress, by the
way-(Ha- d) s, daughter of Cornelius
Vanderbilt and sister of Alfred 0. Van
derbllt has organized and paid for i

"'' hospital In Austria, She Is tho wifi

m

'

"

of a Hungarian nobleman. C"Unt I.;uIim- -

las Szechenyt.
Tho former Anna Gould, sister of

George J. Gould, who married Count
Bonl de Castellane, and, having secured

divorce, Is now the wife of the I'rlni--
de Sagan, Iwh taken a conspicuous part
In tho same kind of work in France.

It Is well worth mentioning In con
clusion that a woman physician of dis
tinction, Dr. Sophie Nordhoff-Jun- g, whi.
through several administrations has at-

tended professionally tho ladles of the
White House, as well as those of Un-

diplomatic corps In Washington, Is now
In Munich In charge of a great base
hospital that Is conducted by the
American Red Cross. Burn In Germany
but considering herself an American,
sho happened by mero chance to be In
Munich when tho war broke out and
tho Bavarian authorities were only too
glad to avull themselves of her skilled
services.

Connected temporarily with this hos-

pital, emergency purposes, are n
number of nearby houses which are
crowded with British, French, German,
Austrian and Russian soldiers. The high
esteem In which Its management is held
may be Judged from tho fact that men
who are seriously wounded are picked
out to bo sent thltlvr. Under Dr.
Sophlo Nordhoff-Jun- g nro serving sev-
eral American volunteer nurses at this
time, )m of them being a California
opera singer, Miss Maudo Fay, who was
recently prima donna In tho famous
opera house at Munich. Another Is
Mrs. William Thaw of the Pittsburg
family.

Napoleon Anecdotes
1802 Bonaparto proposed tho for-

mationIN of n Legion of Honor,
which was to Include in Its ranks

men of distinction from every walk In
life, not only soldiers but savants, Jur-
ists ami authors.

"It Is aristocratic In Its tendency,''
said Berller, a distinguished lawyer,
"leading France back to tho ancient
rcglmo when crosses, badges and rib-

bons wero tho toys of monarchy."
"Well," replied Napoleon, "men are

led by toys. The French aro not all
changed by ten years .of revolution;
they nro what the Gauls were tlerro
and fickle. They havo ono feeling-hon- or.

Wo must nourish that feeling;
they must havo distinction."

The oath taken by a new member of
tho Legion of Honor was: "To devnto
himself to tho service ot tho republic,
to tho maintenance of tho Integrity of
Its territory, tho defenco of Its govern
nient, laws and of tho property which
Ihey havo consecrated; to light against
every attempt to reestablish the feudal
rcglmo or to reproduce the titles and
qualities thereto belonging." Xaiwlrm
anil tho Kml a the French Ilcvotutlan,
Charles r . Warwick,

Before his coronation the marsha'-- i
ho had newly created n few months be
foro came to pay him a visit, all gor
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gcously arrayed. The splendor of their
costume, In contrast with his simple
uniform, made him smile. I was stand-
ing nt a little distance from him, nnd 11
ns he saw that I smiled also he said to
me In a low tone:

"It Is not every one who has the light
to be plainly dressed."

Presently tho marshals of the army on
began disputing anrong themselves about
tho great question of precedence. Their
pretensions were very well founded, nnd
each enumerated his victories. Bona
parte, while listening to them, again
glanced at me.

"I think," said I, "you must have
stumped your foot on France, and snld,
'Let nil the vanities urlsc from the
soil.' "

"That Is true," he replied; "but It Is
fortunato that tho French arc to be
ruled through their vanity"- - Memoirs
of Mmc itc Itcmusal.

of
Having washed his face and hand,

I I t - I.,- - .

American
Above American Women's

dolph Churchill, Mrs. John Astor,

ho picked his teeth very carefully with
a boxwood toothpick and then brushed
them for somo tlmo with a brush dipped
In opiate; wont over ttum agiln with
(lno tooth powder and rinsed his mouth
with u mlx-tur-o of brandy nnd fresh
water. it was to theso mlnute
precautloiiH that ho attributed tho per-
fect preservation of all his teeth, which
wero beautiful, strong and regular.
During tho whote of his reign ho never
tippeata to havo had recourse, except
for scaling, to Dubois, hi surgcon- -

dentlst, borno on tho lists for C.OOO

rraws, and the recipient of a gold
travelling case, the instruments In
which whto for the exclusive uso of
tho Emperor. .Viipocoii nf Home,
Frederic Mns'on,

Bonaparto dictated with great case.
Ho never wrote anything with his own
hand, His handwriting was bad, and
an illcgiblo to himself as to others;
his spelling was very defective. Ho
utterly lacked patience to do anything
whatever with his own hands. Tho
extreme activity of his mind and tho
habitual prompt oliedienco rendered to
him prevented him from practising an
occupation In which the mind must
necessarily wait for tho action of tho
body. ,

Thoso who wrotV'frwrh his dictation
first M. Botirrlennc, thru M.
Meneval, his prlvato secretary had
mad- a sort of shorthand for them-
selves, In order that their pens mlsht

travel ns fast as his thoughts. He
dictated while walking to and fro In
his cabinet. When he grew angry he
would uso violent Imprecations, which
were suppressed In writing, and which
had at least the advantage of giving
tho writer time to come up with him.

He never repeated anything that ho
onco said, even If It had not been heard;
ntlil this was very hard on the poor
secretary, for he remembered accurately
what he had read and detected every
omission. Memoirs of Madame dc

cm ii snt.

onu day In a library Napoleon at-
tempted to reach a book far above him

tho shelf. A tall courtier took the
book down with this excuse:

"Pardon, Sire. I am taller (higher)
than you."

"No, only longer!" snapped the Em-
peror. Tha --Vaiolcon Htorv, Wayne
Whipple.

When the steward of his Tullerlns
palace was exhibiting the new uphol
stery with praises and demonstrating
how glorious It was and how cheap
withal, NaiKileon, making little answer,
asked for a pair of scissors, clipped ono

the gold tassels from a window cur
tain, put It In his pocket nnd walked

mm

Women's Hospital at Peignton,
War Committee. Seated left to
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on. Somo days afterward ho produced
It at tho right moment, to the horror of
his functionary; It was not
gold but tinsel! Heroes and Hero Wor-
ship, Thomas Carlyle.

If tho work which gave him a con
stant feeling of the possession of power
absorbed him so much that all preoc
cupatlon of the feelings disappeared,
need wo bo astonished that ho Imposed
tho same sllenco on his phyIcal wants?
One Ls compelled to ask If he had any
such regular nnd urgent 'wunt.s. At
least ho had no llxed time for satisfying
them, IIo hud control over his stomach.
or ratner no forgot that ho had one,
and atu when thero was something to
eat, In nn absent manner nnd thinking
of tho work which ho had laid aside nnd
was anxious to take up again. Xapo
lean at Home, Frederic Masson,

who uay nt nreaitfast when, ns was
often tho case, Talma had been admitted
to seo lilm the young Nupoleon was
irrougnt to him, Tho Emperor took the
flil.d on ills knee, and, far from carets.
Ing. amused himself by slapping him.
though not so ns to hurt him; then
turning to Talma, ho said;

"Talma, tell me what I am doing?"
Talma, as may be supposed, did mil

know what to say.

"oi do not seo It," continued the
Emperor, "I am slapping a

o lfwf. dc Jtcmusat.
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references In the war
to tho use of homing

pigeons discloses tho Interesting
fact tlul these winged messen-

gers have proved themselves so useful
and so trustworthy that they cannot be
supplanted even by such up to tho min-

ute devices for conveying Information
ns the Held telephone, the wireless tele-
graph, the heliograph, the motorcycle
and the aeroplane, all of which are
freely used by all tho forces In the Held,

Indeed, the wonderful
progress that has been made In modes
of conveying Intelligence the homing
Pigeon will be more extensively used In
the present conflict than In any other
recorded In history. At least prepara
tions have been going on for years to
this end, For the first time pigeons
drilled as carefully and as persistently
ns any other part oi ,hc military estab
llshment will be tried in war-

right Mrs. Lady Ran

From thu earliest times recorded in
history the homing pigeon's wonderful
faculty of getting home In a hurry has
been utilized In conveying messages, In
the days of the Pharoahs navigators
sailing to Egypt used to release pigeons
with messages to let tho folks know
they wero coming home. In tho seventh
century thu Arabs maintained a regular
pigeon post. Pigeons also rendered val
liable services to tho Dutch at the slego
of Leyden In 1571.

But It took the slego of Paris during
the war forty-fou- r
years ago to establish fully tho valuo ol
tho homing pigeon ns a messenger.
During the slego seventy-fou- r balloons
ascended carrying pigeons to Tours and
other points. It was estimated that 800
pigeons were sent from tho provinces
to Paris during thu siege, nnd that tho
total number of messages carried by
these winged messengers would make a
library of 600 volumes. Barreswill nnd
Dagron developed a process of micro
photography by which 2.000 to 3,000
letters could be on a film
two niches long nnd nn Inch and a half
wide. Tho messages were read by plac-
ing them In a stereoptlcon and throwing
them on a screen. Upward of 40,000
Hii'ii messages were sent during tho
siege.

So entirely successful was the pigeon
post that one of the first things' Bis-
marck did nftcr the treaty of peaco
was signed was to establish n pigeon
loft la Berlin fur the use of the army.

r. TOx OV
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By 1874 there wero military pigeon lofU
at Cologne, MeU, Strassburg and
Baden. Thu Emperor gave prizes to
eticourago the sport of pigeon racing.
Ten years' after the war thero wero
no fewer than 178 private homing
pigeon societies In Germany owning a
total of 52,240 pigeons, exclusive of the
military flocks.

Evtry nation In Europe look up the
breeding nnd training of homing pigeon
for use In tlmo of war. Italy followed
next after Franco and Germany In 1876,
At the present time Italy has sixteen
military pigeon lofts. Russia has live
military pigeon lofts. Spain has a mag- -

nlflcent military pigeon system with
eighteen lofts scattered at
points throughout tho kingdom; l'or
tugal has fourteen military lofts, Aus-
tria seven, Switzerland four, Sweden
and Denmark each have several, HoN
land has no military pigeon lofts, but tho
Government encourages the breeding
and training of homing pigeons, and the
fame of the Dutch pigeons Is world-
wide, In Belgium, where pretty much
everybody keeps homing pigeons, Hy-

ing them in races may be called the
national pastime.

During our own llttlo war with Spain
the homing pigeon rendered Important
service In carrying messages from the
blockading fleet In Cuban waters, Even
Japan has taken to breeding homing
pigeons for military use. Without
doubt some of these pigeons' will see
service In tho Impending campaign In
he Shantung peninsula.

Naturally, after rendering such distin-
guished services during the memorable
Siege of tho French capital, the hom
ing pigeon Is especially prized In
France. It was Inspiration rather than
forethought that placed tho pigeons nt
tho service of the Government In 1871.
At that time thero were no military pig-
eons, either In Franco or elsewhere. But
some citizens of Paris by the merest
chanco had some pigeons, and It
occurred to them that they might
bo utilized. They wero offered to
tho Government and promptly nc
cepted. it was six years after
tho war beforo France set nbout the or
ganization of a military pigeon system,
Now thero are twenty-eigh- t military
ions, cnieuy aiong wo eastern boundary.
In the vicinity of tho present conflict,
with about a hundred birds stationed nt
each, besides ten thousand In Paris.
Throughout Franco thero are a hundred
thousand homing pigeons In the hands
of private owners which tho Govern-
ment Is empowered by law to com
mandecr In caso of need.

Tho breeding nnd training of tho
pigeons nro under tho care of tho En
glneer Corps. Tho utmost enre. to say
nothing of affection, Is lavished on tho
birds by tho soldiers, who become very
fond of their feathered comrades, Tho
pigeon houses nro placed facing tho
northeast, which Is opposite tho direc
tion from which tho worst rains come.
Tho averngo llock consists of about a
hundred birds, each of which receives
daily rations of an ounce and a half of
peas, beans and vetches, divided Into
three meals, with unimited mortar, salt
sand and oyster shells to aid In digestion
As soon as they can lly, which Is when
they aro about live weckB old, their
training begins, to routlnuo throughout
their useful life, which averages about
fifteen years, Great care Is taken to
prevent them from perching on any
thing when they aro taken out for their
first flights, Those that do alight on
neighboring roofs or trees are shot with
out mercy. The command to lly la given

in
European Armies Have Developed

Birds Bearers Despatches
Remarkable Degree

m

advantageous

by shouting or clapping tho hanJs,
signal to return Is a whistle.

As soon as tho young pigeons l ,

acquired confidence In their wings i

nre taken a couple of kilometers fr i,

homo and released. The dlstatn e
dally to 300 kltume.i-o-

tho thirty-fourt- h day. After t...
pigeon Is fully trained, so that i

can find its way homo from any pu.nt
of tho compass from a distance
300 kilometers, It Is exercised da
morning and afternoon, except wl n
thero Is rain, snow or fog. Cur
records aro kept of each bird's p.
formancc. Celluloid bands giving
bird's number, corps to which attai ' I

and Its home loft arc attached t
leg.

Despatches are written on str.p-papc- r

three Inches wide by four at.
half Inches long, triply folded anl
rolled, or else they arc photograp
from manuscript on films two i

long by an Inch and a half wide.
the French army two methods of
tachlng tho message to the pigeon ..

used. In one a goosequllt nn Inch a
a half long la slipped over one .f
tall feathers, then the message

and held In place by a :

wooden plug. Tho other method
a tiny aluminum cylinder r

mining the message to one leg. ":
maintain that the best way Is to u.--- ,

strip of very thin strong papf-- -

Inches long by three-fourth- s of an ..-

wide, which Is simply rolled about i

leg and held In place by a rubber bar l

When a message Is attached to a . '

feather so as to annoy the bird he
likely to alight and pull the fej".-wit-

Its message out and then go nn
Any ordinary homing pigeon can S-

crolled upon to cover a flight of 2.n
miles In five to seven hours. A few-ca-

make 500 to 600 miles. Some of
the finest records have been made b
American birds. One of these remark-
able birds, named Nym, owned by J R

Husson of Cresson, Pa., made the flight
of 243 miles between New York and
Its home town In 237 minutes n 1'which figures out at the rate of a milo
in 53'4 seconds. The fastest trains
make the run of ninety miles between
New York nnd Philadelphia in i

hours, at an average speed of fnrty-flv- e

miles an hour. Two railroads run-

out the time between New York a- - I

Chicago to twenty hours, the dlstanc-I- n

one instance being 912 miles, in
another 948 miles, which also is sub-
stantially forty-fiv- e miles an hour.

The average speed of these trains w:i
maintained by Francisco, a h.imln,-pigeo-

owned by L. Walfelcar of H
boken in 1879 for the distance of 37'.
miles br.ween Steubenvllle, Ohio, an
New York. Indeed, Francisco did i

trifle better, for he covered the distant
In eight hours and eight minutes. '
course the speed Is much less than tha
madet by Nym, but the distance

and tho wind, which serloush
affects a pigeon, not so favorable.

Another famous flight was made b
Ned Damon, owned by T. F. Goldman
of Brooklyn In 18S3. Ned covered

of 508 miles from Abingdon.
Va.. In 14 hours and 25 minutes, whlc
was an average of a little more than
thirty-fiv- e miles an hour.

Atlanta, owned by Samuel Hunt
Fall River. Mass., made the flight fr m

Jonesboro, Tenn., to his master's horn,
n distance of 715 miles. In nine days In
1S85. The longest flight recorded for .

homing pigeon was from Montgomery.
Ala., .to Fall River, 1,040 miles, made In
1S85 by Alabama, also owned by Mr
Hunt. Alabama was twenty days on
tho road.

The marvellous feature of the flight
that It was made In twemy da-b-

the Intelligence that enabled tli
bird to And Its way homo at all. Th.
almost supernatural Intelligence of tb
homing pigeon has Interested sclen:!- -

for years. All sorts of theories h.n
been advanced to account for It. T!-- '
latest theory Is that of a French sa.m
who afttr long and elaborate study, o'
servatlon and experiments, has sue
cecded In convincing himself, at lea
that the homing pigeon Is guided so'..
by Its wonderful vision. This explau
tlon may answer in the case of plge
elaborately trained over gradually

distances for nearly tho range
of their flight, but it falls utterly
Alabama's case, This pigeon never -

more than an Inconsiderable fraction
his route near his homo before h- -

turned loose at Montgomery to find
way over a strange country for m
than a thousand miles. Balloon.
havo found that their range of
is Increased to a remarkable degre. ,i

high altitudes, but no one will ven" i

to maintain that Alabama could st-

thousand miles.
Tho most reasonable explanation

that made by a French scientist w

after a series of experiments conis:
of 'tho elimination or deadening of
senses of sight, hearing and smell,
elded that the pigeon depends upon t.n
latter sense. Pigeons blindfolded an
their cars closed with wax found tin
way home. But closing their nojt:-wit-

tvnx rendered them helpless
short distances. His explanat.o

was that each locality has Its indli.du.
odor and tho pigeon, by circling up
gets Into an air current bearing the '

and follows it home.
Homing pigeons have made s mi.

terestlng altltudo records too, notw.
standing the fact 'that the raivtl.--
mosphero nt great heistn r.--

dllllcult. During a Kill.'.--
Gay-Luss- In 1S50 homing

released at an nltltude 20""
feet. They fell heavily until tie
reached denser nlr, but 'then tl

straight home. Other pigeons thr '

out from balloons nt high altitudes h.i"
been froztu to death In then- ii

through tho cold rare air and fell
stones 'to 'tho earth, Leo Steven",

aeronaut, has released h "
Ing pigeons at an altitude of

and 200 miles from their Km
They nil returned safely.

The homing pigeon upon bcinn :

leased Invariably circles upward t

great height until It gets Its beaihu
then strikes a bee line for h

pigeons, recognizing tha 1'
000 feet was quite high enough for a

practical purposes, never circled a cir.
but In each Instance simply Hew to t

top of the balloon, where they sat calm,
down until they got their beatings, t'-- '

spread their wings and hiked for h '

Does this Incident not support the el

that the homing pigeon Is pso-- 't
remarkable Intelligence?


