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Major von Bittenfeld of Kaiser's General Staff in

Letter to General Wood Tells of the Stake
for Which War Is Being Waged

which Germany fighting forth fol-

lowing letter, which written Leonard Wood Major
Wolfgang Herwarth Bittenfeld, former German Military Attache

Washington, connected General Staff, writer
distinguished military family. grandfather. Field

Marshal Herwarth Bittenfeld, Alsen Danish
commanded Koeniggraetz, command

western Germany during Franco-Prussia- n 1870.
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without roply: tin man's perdition to
be safe when for the Trust he ought
to die!"

Hnd we wanted to attack our neigh-
bors there wero plenty of other and
better opportunities' Wo did not do
It. during the Doer wnr nor during the
Husso-Jnpanes- o wnr. We did not only
"miss thcs chances," but we pur-
posely denied other IVors our help
when after the famous Foshoda
rase they wanted to fall on Eng-
land's back while she wis etignged
In South Africa.

Tho "autocratic Knlser and War
Iird" has kept pence, and We with him!
.Mind you. there exists a firm and
tlxed solidarity Itetween every Ger-mn- n

and the Kaiser. It exists Just
01. account of the fnct that Imperial
ism In Germany Is a tree rooting In
i,nt itrttincriiti,. soil nnH henrinu- nu
crown right In the hoart of every
slng'-- o German Thnt is the secret
of our unity, that Is why wo forget
minor quarrels when tho fatherland
is In danger, that Is why our Km- -

neror could say: "t know of no
iinrtles nnv more. I know but Oer- -

man brothers." That Is why also

'"'N

Prof. J.
this war ry sgnlnst foe nicy
cannot find an answering -- ho. Tho"
who started It are bv now convince.!
that they weri mistaken.

iswfe:e

England war!flcl to
on The ntliclal ar.swer s

"For the sake of Belgium's neutral-
ity" Thin Is so unselfish a reason
that it seem necessary to examine
If 11 tittle more closely.

From the rtiM.losiire.s made on Octo-
ber 12 In our Sitth (Jrrmati datrttr
the worlil, n.-- far as it was disposed. o

do so. 'oud gather how matters stood
In regard to Belgium's neutrality.
What ibis oflVinl paper pilb'Jshtsl was
nl he documentary sutstnntltit!on of

tilings that were no new to us. The
tact thin th re ex'sted a Heoret mili-
tary iigreenient tor jnich it was- - hnd
.onio to our ktinwltdge long ngo.
Therefore It would have been suicidal
fur us to aw.i'.t uplne!v what the
former IMglai. Minster in Berlin.
Baron Gretndl, himself ileclared to bo
the programme of our enemies.

Sir Edward Grey, In Ills epeech of
August 3, tried to uphold the
tint conferences of military and naval
experts ned not have n blndliu' 'uir-in'te- r.

That is ImposslMe. II,. tin-se- lf

dest roved this Motion bv admitting
that he, in connection with the then
Premier. Sir Henry Campl'll-B.iniier-ma-

bad ajvproved of these confer-
ences. That Is to say, they were
hacked in the British Government.
It follows ihit the Government In
Belgium must hne backed them too.
lien linn lie enpe flte!l!Yt IIOI11
r, ,. f.., that ., ll lglim diiilom.it ex- -
,.,., lliu nhoip .uch iinree- -
nients ... the Itel-i.- iu ( (Hi, n .md l' ll-- e

voce to th. n serl.oi coll-l!e- l-

sequences for the tii.iniiL-einen-t f
gl.in poll 'cs tn 'be event of ii wii r
between Germanv and France
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France.

1915.

Germany?

Although, as mentioned before, we
knew all about the Belgian
neutrality we asked the Belgian Gov-
ernment twice, tho second time after
the fall of Mege, whether It would
giant us free passage upon our guar-
anteeing Belgium' national Independ-
ence nnd territorial Integrity. This
offer was not only declined but peo-

plo were Incited to wago a franc
tlretir wnr. This, too, has been proved
by documentary evidence, nnd every
one Is aware of the unspeakable suf-
fering the misled Belgians 'had conse-
quently to endure.

Pome day the historian may call
this war tho growing pains of the
world. But we who live In the pres-
ent, must nnd do look upon it 11s the
greatest crlmo that ever has been inn- -

mltted In the world's hlslory. Not so
much on account of the fighting It- -
"elf-- war being neither Immoral nor
unmoral, simply for
the fact that a most sacred principle
has f oelveu u deadly hurt; Propter... .... . .)invminn nus principle or rare was nur-- .

and could have been hurt only be- -
cause It hnd neither been recognized
nor cultivated In the right moment.

'

A. Cramb.
grievous fault

we.stern world will have to nav very
dvarly In the years to come! Tho

! fault, the crime Is theirs who sacrl- -

gold.
Everybody feels Intensely hot about

this war. I do not attribute this fact
to personal sympathies or antipathies.
They hardly count, they com" and go
like the tides. But here Is something
qu'te different, here Is a eutsron-s-clci- n

feellnr th:it w nil frlenrts n- -

emles, partisans nnd neutrals, stand
or. the threshold of a new em. Un- -
prepared for Its tnk of gtgnntlc Im -

portam-e- . In help!,., disunion we see
It dawn linon u. and we rn!!? the
linspejiknble tiitHfortllti" 'hat Jea! tisy
has been blinding the eyes of thoso
who ought to have seen.

This in new neither to you nor to
me, who discussed, the mntter many
lilies, inn (he fnct Seems to take hold

of the masses Thev resent some-
thing: they feel Intensely uneasy, not
knowing why. The mountain bi not
yet emerged from the m'st

Therefore I deem It so necessary
that u the mutual interest of our two
countries something gets done to calm
the pas-!on-

s and to enlighten the
minds.

That's why I wrote this leiirr. i did
not menu It to l.. nn argument. About
some vital quest ons, how eve-- . I could
not speak ns dlpnslonntcly n 1

wanted to. 1 tee', keenly that the time
r controversies over, we have now

1,. cope with tlgures nnd facts, the sum
total thereof being r' id III-.- ! tllellt of
the Word. Ill the World I see tho
place of nui , ,i ti!e ,!e bv S ! t.
save the pr In p'. of r.lc. The bis.s
must h iiid down now d'ir'ng t' e
war not after p.

'

Now, why dul declare racial feelings the hunger for

Speculates
of

Prof. J. A. Cramb's Reflections on the Decline and I:n
of Empire His Beautiful

of British Ideals
OME few years ago the late Prof.

,1. A. Cratnb of Queen College.
J lxjndoti, prepared a series of es- -

saya on the Origin and Destiny
of Imperial Britain." They are par- - I

tleulnrly Inttrestlng nt the present
moment and so nre now bIng pub- -

f'llP(' for tno ',r,t time by E. P. Out- -
ton & Co.

Though life Itself and all Its modes
are transient, snva Prof. Crumb, but
shudows cast through tho richly tinted
vplt nf tnvn nnnn IhA verlfs!tni? deen
of things, yet such dreanw na those
of perpetual peace and of empires ex-m- pt

from degeneration nnd decay,
like the illusion of perpetual happiness,
the prayer of Spinoza for some one
"supreme, continuous, unending bliss,"
have mocked man fnom the beginning
of recorded history to tho present hour,
They are ancient oh tho rorka and
their musings from eternity, Inextin-
guishable as tho elan of the soul Im-

prisoned In time toward that which Is
ix.yond time.

And yet the effect of these, at of all
false illusion), Is but to render the
value of reality I had almost said of
tho real Illusion more polgnnnt. In-

deed "false" and "unreal" at all times
' are mere dedgnntlons wo npply to the
hours of dim and uncertain vision
when tested by the standard which
the mcments of prfect Insight mTord.

Nothing In more tedious, yet nothing
In more Instructive, than the study of
the formulated Ideals, the Imaginings
of what life might be or life ought to
tie, of poets or systematic philosophers.
Nothing so Instantly reconciles us to
war is the delineations of humanity
under "meek eyed Pence", and to tho
passing of .visible thlngn, empires,
states, arts, laws and this universal
frame of things, as such attempts as
have been made to stay time and
change, and abrogate the ordinances
of the world.

Was machst du an der We.lt? 1st
eehon gemachf.

Why hnpt thou the world 'twas
hapen long ago

Nor does thts reeult In the mocxl of
i Candlde. The effort uneonquered and
unending to behold the islble an.! the
passing, as In very truth V Is. 'ends
to a deeper vision of the uneen and
of the eternal, es In very truth it Is.

Thus we are prepared to consider
the followlrg question: Given that
dnth Is no'hlng and the decline of em-

pires but n ohuivxe of form, will this
rmpir of Imperial Britnln nlso decline
and fall? Will the form !t now en- - j

nhrlr.fts pass away, ns the forms of
Persia, llmii'. the Empire of Akbar,
have pnysed away? The question re
s i.ves telf into two parts -- in what
l 'e.s the youth t a rare or of an em- -

pire consist? And secondly. Is It pos-s'.b-

bv uny analogy from the past to
measure or gauge the posstTe or prob- -

able duration of impertnl Britain, to
determine to what era, say in the his-
tory t

of such nn empire as Borne or
Islam, thn present era In the history
of lmper!nl Britain cirresponds?

First of all wltl regaul to the
formeo question. Recent studies In
"tnnoiog nave maae 11 cie.ir inni
Vtith. and all that this frm Implies of
I,,t,'nt "' ellzed energies, menial,
ph'Tlcal. Intellectual. - not the In- -

evuao.e ,inr:iMiie nno exrins,ve poe
s'on of uncivilized or of recently
oh 'Izeil r ice.s. Vet this assumption
etl'l underlies much of the curren
speculation on t'.e suhlect. Last cen
tury It was received ns an axiomatic
tmth. Thin In the time of Louis XV.,
when a romnntle Ititer-- st Ilrt Invested
the American Indians, French writers
saw in them the prototypes of the
G'riiinns descrlbsl by Tacitus. Not
..n'y Vo'talre nrnl Ronenti. but
Montesquieu h'mstlf, r gnrd them
eiiri n!"lv. as if In the brn-k- nods
dwelt th future dnilllli.K irs of the
wo!ld. Cotnp.ir1sor..s were drawn be-

tween their manners, their religion.
their customs and those of the Goths
and the Franks, and litterateurs In- - '

dulged the fancv thnt in delineating
the llutons of the Mississippi they
were preparing for posterity a
hteiary surjip'so nnd a document
lasting as the Gerinanln Such

tnpai sons are '.',1 a' '.ines made.
t ill th"V .'It' 11. e "I inp.il'lson be- -

fw.en n t - .: a re, ed iv; i

'i.c 'i 'r 'ce t inie ' no along ill"
s it'ds. hut ' - ' io sjme t do onlv In
appearance p 's ci".'e,ist t"ween
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Interpretation

the simplicity of childhood nnd of
wtilltty, between the simplicity of a

rce dowered with many sided genius
nnd of a raco dowered with but one
sided genius. It Is neither In the ab-

sence of civilization, nor In Its new
ness, thnt the youth of a race consists;
nor does the old age of a race consist
in rellnement. nor capacity for the artn
necessarily Imply decline of political
energy. The victories of the Germans
in 1870 wero ilko fate's Ironic comment
upon the Inferences drawn from their
love of philosophy. Abstract thought
had not unfitted the race for war, nor
"Wertherlsm" for the battlefield.

T1..1 - l i. . A? lUr, InrtltHlinliuii hid me il niu iM..iiuniii
so 1n the life of a race youth consists!
In capacity for enthusiasm for n great
Ideal: capacity to frame, resolution to
pursue, devotion to sacrifice nil to a
great political end. Hussln, for In-- 1

stance, has only recently come within ;

the Intluence of Europenn culture, but
this does not make the Siav a youth-- j
ful race. Tho Slavonic Is Indeed per- -
haps the oldest people tn Europe. Its
literature. Its art. Its music, the char-- (

acterlBtlcs of Its society n!1ko attest)
this. Superstition Is not youth, else
wo might look to the hut of the Samo- - J

yede even with more contldence than
to the cabin of the Moujik for the m-- 1

perlal raco of the future, And prolific- - j

ners In a race does as surely denote!
resignation to be governed ns the .

genius to govern o'heru.
Ami the Slav, as we have seen, haa'

nt no period of his history shown that
"youth" which consists In capacity for
a great political Ideal, either In Poland
or omonx the Czechs or tn Ilussla,

The present German Empire as-
suredly exhibits in nothing thn quali-
ties of ancient lineage, ye the race
which in thecomposes it ;; Hamburg, ias was once united ttn,
under I.uxe mburg. under Hohenstauf - !

fen and under Frnncontnn as now
!

under the Iloherzollern dynasty.
The Untteii States as a nation rears

..in tuimr in iJriuun as m '

Moorish kingdom lr. Spnin bore to the '

empire o. nngiino. 1: :s a eis. city to cltv.
a co!o.al fragment tern to town, from prov!ne t, p

from the central mas; but not only colony to odony. cin'n
In Its language. Its literature. Its re- - Immigration, change nn li

nr.d Its laws, but In Individual of vast ,, ,,. ,,
national peculiarities, a least In are Incessant. Thl i'i

the deejicr ir iinen'.s of history nml of comtii'inl'a:io:i Is tmen
life, the orlgina. stock asserts ltslf. members of the race, th" ':
The State 'h voting, but the Is ' of tint change of cllm.i'. up
precisely of the same remoteness n'dildual, aided t.v such
liritain and tn Greater Britain.

I'Hssinff to roe seeono ooint m n-- in
ep6ch do we r.ow sta-i- d as compared

jome or Islam? It 's net un- -
usual to speak of Britain ns an age.l
empire, but such estimates or descrlp- -
tlons commonly rest ujioe. a misappre.
henslon: tlrst. of the nertort In li!...
th nation of Er.gla"d s'rhtly speak

arises, nnrl ecneH r,f , e...,.i
tn which the Amntr-- of llltnln -- tKUU

The traditional date of the landing I Qturr seems pondering .oni
of Hepgl.t .does not Indicate a moment

' neT '"P'flment. and a:,
antilogous to rhe moment In the his- - ' "aJ arl!-"- mt..r.
tory .if marked bv the trndl- - whth,,r WP consider Its p

dnte of the foundation of the!"", economic, its phy-lca- l n.
city. The I'at.. 776 TI. C marks the
close of n pro.-es- s of transformation
Pl.d slow evolving unity extending
over icnturlep. o that the era of
llomuliis and the ear!v kings. Nutiin.
Aliens and Pervltis. may he regnrdid
as an epoch In Home's hlstnrv .inn'o.
cons to ttie pennd In England's history
between Senlac and t'i conwtitiitlonal
struggle of the thirteenth century.
1 lie former Is the period In Which
(ho civic iinltv of Pome Is cnnmleted
The is the in which the
ntlonal of England Is com-
pleted. Home Is now llnn'Iy conscious
to Itself of its career as a cltv, urls
Ibitnn. as England In the twelfi'i nml
thirteenth centuries Is flnallv con-
scious to ',f of its iiirocr i.s a
ration. Magna Chnrta and t'.e con-
stitutional struggle which followed
may be snld to determine tin- - course
of the national and political life of
England s much as the Servian Code
foiitided the civic uritv determined
the character of the constitutional life
of Home.

And n'rendv ln Homo nnd in Enr-1'it-

there nre pre'iionidoiis.
th,. future The design

of the c" . on the -- .von hl'ls - the
deslfu ,,f .1,, , torn. i' c.tv ,m, ,1 ,.

dev. Mop ..f the gens F.iM atiriiiuii.es
e itoinan legion. 'ti t'o-- o

of Creey and Poitiers, the constancy,
the dnuntlf. heart and the steaiiy
hnnd ot the English archers which

the chlvatry of iernr.ce what Is
It but the constancy of Waterloo, the
Fqunre. the charge, the Duke's
spoken quietly ns the words of fate,
decreelnir an ernntre's fnlt "!n ,,n
guarnsr . Ami in lasi the tramp of
fhe feet of the hurryl.ig peasnnts soni
and grandsons of the archers of Crecy
tn the great revolt. Indignant nt In.

. gTatlttide and wrong what Is It hut
the prelude to the supremacy of the
people of England, to the petition of

to CrnmwellVt Ironsides, to
chartism and reform acts and the
democracy, Impertnl
and warlike of the present hour? Ho
that even as a nation about eighteen
generations mav be said to sum Eng-
land's life. wl.'Ist. n.i Wo have seen.
Britain's conscious life n- - nn empire

j extends backward but to three genera-tlon- s

or to four Thus f the question
were nsked, W!uri what period In the
history of does the present nge
correspond? 1 should roughly
speaking. It corresponds with the
period of Titus and Vesjinslati. whn.- 1nonie un sun a course or tnreo linn.

idrcil years to run, nnd In the h'sti rv
of Islam with the period of the e.rly
Abb.issldos, when the fall of the Sara-
cenic dominion Is -- till some four
centuries removed.

Does tftte Justify us n inferring
, thnt th course which England hits to
run will estend over three cop- -

1.... .1 -- . . ...ui mm inf-- i.iiKitlllll 100 Will
pass nwuy, as Home, ii. the Saracenic
empire, hnve pnsed awn v. So far as
the determination of t tic eras In our his.
tory cor-espo- n development
to eras In the hNtorv of Itoini. or of
ll-t..- I. .1 -' ' 'i '.. uie nn re in o WOUl
niialogv po-- sues a certain va'.dily
And the iiccid. nlal or le I v.
Klllblail.es l.itw.ell the ompit's of
lt'lam, Uoiiio and Iinporl .1 Hr tai

and strll'ing enough to r.
der such compel ison - of roa' s gtcti
cance to spei ulntlve politics. Hut tho
similarity In structural expansion or
tn environment which can be traced

throughout the eotnpl-'c- .l li
Home and Islam Is in ,

In the Initial stages of i,,,., '

aln. Then the nrgutnen' r r

fnlls, and our Judgment - (t'
Assuming that each :tnt,e

stnrti Its career dnucieii v

t
I

masses
nr.d

race

I

?n'1
whos,.

P..ime
tlor.al

latter period
unity

nnd

t .r.d wa's

hroke

words.

right,

Home
say.

: still

which

-

capacity of dellnlte r.irge ,, allng for the nece.snr. ' ,fL., ', - 'ntheir course between u v I

national nUite, Imperial .

gardod from Its jiast, ina .. ,', 'atho present era t- - have e1fltagt renresenteit in- - it, ... . .
n

u null, om io pro 'ee. f. ir- -

wier is pernout. so tunniei
.1 .1..in; .uivnuii iiiai now ar t'

tho clrcumstnnees of th- -
During the present rei.ti
transformations which "n-,,- .

fected by science In tho mit n iirsof man's physical life mnlci. ..

latlon upon the dtmition of 7. ,.),,Britnln by
duration either of Horn,. ,

empires IndeclMvn or rush
The irrowth of the Idea of 'r.and the modern Interpret.!'1 n .

idea In tho spirit of Condot w
'

within tho bounds of the !.,,
tlon itself, Increased the - :.'yr
between ranks to aitegrcnurp ,

In the ancient world T r '
cuperatlve powers of t'ie r.i - . ,ivtI'een strengthened by the euro n,
political nnd religious hlsiorv
blood adds new energy toef'e-- . ,
Jho fr1 of, tn' restor.it'.., : r

,mviiiii 1.1 jie'gijTenea n 's,!.
low ways by such 11 clrctnns' ir. e in
the enormous facilities of lo nn .fenwhich have arisen during the p- n- twogenerations.

In th age of the first con!vis N.glnnlngs of Imperial Jtrltntr. tie
between the recloiis ,, t..X1"JJ1'' "11 TJZ'opm"'' '

beti t r r.e-u- ,

not only with Increnseii ' 'ei:n
between the ranks of fie h:- na
tion out with increned Irte- - , -
ceiween nil tile various ol'mt o .iri
empire upon which the i.n r..vr

t '.VI
. r.

a- - 1

""i many suieu forces
inn luuu.hioii 01 iii,. ii!'
"""P. mark a revolution .

resources and the en.i..i 1,

' Brlt!h, as dlstltiguili .1

j Saracenic or Itoiimn 1.1. .

' dlnnry that all mii'mv
l"1'"' whle'i ha. 1. i

possible, or o guar.li .1

hypotheses ll to tie
'fl

tai resources, eHve.s nin 1

hind. The world stage - ..

the opening of a dram.i wV
least In the magnitude ot 0
and the Imposing e'retimsti.: .

act! .n. will make the
of men dwind!" nr.d f

'Ittle accoun
At this jiolnt we mav Iltiv r

survey, and thes,. "retlei t -- -

deavorlng to determine.
mote future of Imperii.' H' .

Its Immediate tusk. fnte .

"io present, and as wo
ered Imperlil Britain In '

'n th destiny of pnt em;
for a moment in conclu-
relations to th destiny '

To tho ancient world
march across the desert- - .

left f. llcltv and the g 1,
1 i

Helium mm, ami i(ouse,.r-humanit- y -

as stalling up :

track, and drifting er f ir
the path of Its peace, s id
the melnneholv or the .p.' ,

gll and his great mnste; .

speculation, T'tti Lticr. u

This conception of n,
uti llitlnlte retrogress 11. r
i:ur b hind Kdi-- '.
luti.l lost P.irinl.-- i ', .

t Mount t. rs ,s, i). w

.is a relic', iu .it
hroughoiit the i.irl er ii'- -'

miiiilty from th- - H i'!c .

Sea, from the ,'urtli. st e

Western Isles. Beside 'h'
past oven the vision of
which awaits the 0t! ftt de;
dusky and repellent, a lar.
light, us In the Etruscm

A., "iAohlUes ''"'thed be5 ,md
' ml!ler-- '

Critics of lltetattire
.

,,nvn "flTt remark
the efforts jo de'.lr.eu'.
feet and long eout.t
when a Dante i r .1 M'
tho task, compared n
of tonti. i.' a;' I . '

Eschylus hi- - ; ,

Hochefoiicaiil I d M

out. how inni '

effort to synip
tuLsorv tl, in ,,

Sip h copM is,
'erlmj linen '.
prav It v of 'lie
the reeognltim
scions, which
. ver trani . n.- -

man's Uf t!.....leticuy that
In Tltpn atut
the stars or
pe ice is 11 pi
misery is the
"i the gate of
moments of 1.1

of l'ln'o athrn.
, tho tiinnioiiu

manacles f T
irotn strcs,s C
mere wearlccs-
merlng I'ps n
hut tho r.'.-i'-

qu.ck .Hid
I'i the Ft .

pot trull un r
tl. it if hi

It s rot 11

i'ti ' I r
t.M' e ,
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