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The old Colonial residence at Curles Neck Farm.

Something About
Considered the

. BILLINGS

the Man Who Is
Best All Round

Amateur Horseman of Our

Times and

O man In the world loves a
good horse with a greater
love than C. K. G. Billings of

New York, whose devotion to the
trotter has made his name a house-
hold word wherever the American
light harness horse = known,

The possessor of the fastest stallion
in The Harvester, 2:01; the fleetest
mare in Lou Dillon, 1:58%, and the
incomparable gelding Uhlan, 1:58, the
greatest trotter that haas ever lived
and perhaps as perfect an all round

horse as nature has vet produced, Mr. f
Billings has never started a horse for |

a money prize, but at great expense
has shared his priceless equine treas-
ures with the sport loving people of
two continents on more than one oc-
casion, giving exhibitions of speed in
cities as far distant as Berlin, Moscow
and Petrograd.

Mr. Billings differs from all. other
men who have owned champions at
the trotting gait in the past, inasmuch
as he has plaved a most important
part in the development and education
of many of his horses both to wagon
and saddle. Robert Bonner drove the
great Dexter, 2:17%, whose dam, Clara,
by American Star, was the sixth Jdam
of The Harvester, and he took a world
of pleasure behind the brown gelding,
while in after years he owned and
drove in succession Rarus 2:131;, Maud
8, 2:083%, and Sunol 2:081. All these
were driven only, and sometimes at
long intervals, and those who knew the
great publisher best in his declining
vears say that sgometimes the farm
near Tarrytown would not know him
for months at a time. It was not that
Mr, Bonner was not a Keen horseman,

for he was all of that, but in his in-|
ability to ride he lost much of the|
L under saddle forty years ago! Such/!
! dazzling speed is enough to make
L Johnny Murphy, Dan Mace, Whelpley

charm which comes to those who are
fond of horses, In the saddle there is
that sense of intimate reintionship, and
man and horse are in closer com-
panionshin than ever comes to the

occeupant of any  vehicle, even the|

racing sulky of the present day, which
I8 almnst as much a part of the horse
as the harness he wears,

It is as both rider and driver that Mr.
Billings, whom experts pronounce the
“best all round amateur horseman of
his time.” is 80 widely known bhoth in
this ecountry and abroad When a
younger man—and he is so young and
agila to-day that “fit as a fiddle,” a
term app.ied by one of his good friends
a few days ago, clothes him like a glove

-he was fonder «f driving trotters to
wagon than any other branch of the
eport, though he can tool a four-in-
hand with anybody, as thnse who were
wont to visit the races at Washing-
ton Park In the ‘808 when Gen,
Phil Sheridan was president of the
aristocratic  club  which governed
racing in Chicagn at that time can
testify,

He came by his love for the horse
naturally, his father having heen a
famous horseman in his day. Born in
sSaratoga he went to Chicago at an
€arly age and remained there till about
ten years ago, being identified with
many of the leading industries of
the Western metropolis. He was
#  prominent figure at all the
amatear meetings and  was  early
recognized as an exceedingly skilful

river, Shortly after coming East he be-
Ean using trotters for saddle horses
ind now hardly a day passes that he
. le one or more trotters,
her at his town place, Troon Hall,
th street and Fort Washington

at his newer estate, FParns-

ot ri

near Oyster Bay, or when

! very heantiful Curles Nee
rm oon the James River, In Virginis

el 15l yvear, where all his |

aperations are carried

His Horses

i Uhlan and other Billings champions
when they made their best records;
Bertha Mac, 2:08; Charley Mac, 2:07,
a leviathan, seventeen hands high, but
“galited like a pony,” to quote his for-
mer owner, and Wilmering, 2:12%. a
magnificent stallion, by Roreal, which
was presented to the United States
and is now in one of the Government
studs in Colorado  siring  carriage
horses,
Mr. Billings was very fond of Wil-
‘mering and says he was as nearly
| perfect as any stallion could well he

under the saddle, but it is of Uhlan |

that he waxes enthusiastic. In
talking with a representative of THE

| he sata:
I “You know 1 have driven Uhlan a

| mile to wagon in two minutes and a |

! half mile in 581, seconds, the wagon
and myegelf welghing 300 pounds. Now
consider the marvellous feat of riding

which 1 did at Curles Neck Farm last

fall, with Ed Tipton and others holding
the watches. On that occasion the

for 146 pounds. I weighed with the

i
|
|
1

you that the performance was no fluke

11 had already ridden him an eighth

in 13 seconds over the grass or turf
course at Sarntoga last =ummer, when
Willlam Garth, the well known turf-
man of Virginia, was one of the timers,

‘iI!Ld onee at Lexington in the presence
lof a gr
| the same distance in 131 seconds
{Taking into conslderation the faet

1t many spectators he trotted

that I took only about 100 feet to get
under way and the great weight car-

|ried T have always been curious to

see how far a thoroughbred would
beat Uhlan similarly rigged.”

D xter with a record of 2:18 that way
rigged, and all the other performers

| and all the other great riders of trot-

ETAVEes,

Asked how it felt to travel at this
unparalleled rate of speed on the back
of a trotter Mr. Billings replied:

“Fine, At first I was afraid that he
might tip over, but his action is so

| pura that there was no sense of jar-

ring or concussion. Uhlan simply
floats when at the top of his speed.”
“How was he equipped when you
rode him in 13 seconds for the fur-
long?™ Mr. Blllings was asked
“He wore only a plain bridle with

“No martingales and only a pair of
enug fitting quarter boots for protec-
tion., The gaddle was of the usual
English hunting type.”

You trotting horse entlhusiasts who
were wont to marvel at three heats in

onds, igure the rate of speed attained
by U"hlan under saddle. The mile in

| 1:44 would appear to be correct, or just

1% seconds faster than Dr. George W,
Bailey of Maine was willing to wager
his worldly possessions a quarter of a
century ago that no horse, mare or
{ kelding trotter would ever approach,

|  Two pictures of this mnarvellous Charley, who looks after the horse and
Imulerntundn him perfectly, had a laugh
! tat one memhber of the party who side-
champion was in the height of train- | Gonhaq for the door as the horse with
hig rars flat on
his feed and marched toward the vis-

| trotter are herewith presented. The
one in motion was made when the

| Ing and he jg attaining some such
| fight as is recorded above when It was
| taken. The other photograph was
| made when the champion had talken
on some additional flesh, and surely it
fills the eves and must gladden th
heart of every lover of a good ho
Thoss who are familiar with the h

[ ¢tent length of rein to make him a

er the supervigion of Kd A, ! desirable saddle horse can find no
for many vears with the late | fault with Uhlan in this respect, while
Iy f Maontann | ilsg shoulder is unusually well placed
bt wover of tiwe trotter en- | for saddle purposes, Intelligence of

or the list of saddle
Billings stable, all of
sunced by him as mak-
mounts, First and fore-

veo comes Uhian, 1:58, [than Uhlan, as he stands 15.2% hands |

| 1 Harvester, 2:01; |nn-l welghs 1,130 pounds (n his present

I et 2ennty s Funny Crank, | conditlon, When making records for

v Mack, 2:09% . Frank Hall, | generations to marvel at he tipped |

re “on ot walnut Hall, [the beam at 1,075 pounds and every

. i Ben Wright, s fast trotter | ounce of it was 8o much whalehone
1 codine, bt whose ster- [and Ivory encased In a black satin

iwwe won him a high | skin
) L the affeetlon of his master, Foaled the property of Arthur

horses ridden hy Mr.
= A the post but not owned hy
A Charley Mitchell, 2:041%,

! wnner o f Cleve-

. 1 f the Ilings trotters
“arg, who managed the

- extibition ecampaigns in 1908
nd = and who held the reins over

the highest order is betokened by the
[beautiful head with its well placed, | Knap” McCarthy raced for
| tapering ears It would be difficult '

to concelve of a beiter balanced horse

‘f‘urkm- of Massachusetts in 1805, the

ssed to Charles Saunders i
gelding passed ip;l)-n he 18 not only a clever saddle

| horse but a very goond trotter as well,

of Bogton, from whom Mr. Hillings
secured him for a reported price of
£35.000, He was sired by Bingen,
2:06%, and his dam was Blondella by
gir Walter, Jr., a grandson of Aber-
deen, the famous rat-tailed son of

e —— . T

HIS

AT AT sta— .

SBLE TROTTERS §}

Uhlan trotting at the rate of 1:44 for the mile.

The great Uhlan, 1:58, with
Mr. Billings in the saddle.

Sus about this horse a few days ago

him an eighth of a mile in 13 seconds, |

horse carried 192% pounds, which is |
almost fifty pounds overweight, ac- |
cording to the regulations, which eall 'R\‘mh‘k'n

View of the residence from the James River.

Hambletonian,

was the famous American Star mare
saddle and bridie, which were of the | Wigow Marner i o Mg

ordinary English variety. To s8howW | ipe fire and devil in her veins fo make

in favor of the ¢-n-l
deavor to establish type in our Amerl- |
horse families.

Heturning to The Harvester, 2:01, it

|F|':0‘n=l!ul racehorse
the possession of Mr

. Lady Jones bating him at lex-

mile, his double team record of 2:081,

e e e

ver the track of the Kentucky

was therefore withdrawn
occagions when

Shades of Great Eastern, 2:156%, | * other time being when

e he } i trot
periative all i with the chamj t

he succeeded in supp'anting Lou Dil-

(Oak Stakes at
September 6,
ut Hall, 2:081,
tioneer, and out

a great-grandson
of Notelet, by
of George Wilkes

the stud at Curles Neck Farm,

X we dats over in their | |
ters in those da turn £ :rnhl good judges who have looked over

this year's crop of colts hy
he should be one of the sires of |
A superb individual

He had becn led by the side of a pony
a quarter in 34 seconds, and when the

of Milwaukee outhid all com-

Ighing 1.200 pounds, he fills the eye
the moment his keeper apens the door |
of the capacious hox

very high figure for an untried young
He was turned
great Tennesseean Fd Geers for edu-
cation and starting in at Syracuse the
next spring his career was one con-
triumphal march,

Park and main driveway at Curles Neck.
{knee deep n rye straw, his long fore- Almost | the river's edge has
ia a | has added to the beauty
feature of the place, a spacions dock | There {8 an abundant supply
of accommodating

heen lald and it | splendid matrons which browsed knee |
deep in one of the larges

ivealing a star of heautiful proportions

= from artesian wells and the en-

an ordinary snaffle,” was the reply. ' chief events for

[ Tur SN representative visited "the former owner

was munchan

loped wildly, bhut most o
the instinet of birth and environment,

capabla manager,
| for Trainer
| n long time but rapldly reg

twao, as told above, while as a five-
vear-old he was first in sixteen heats,
retiring with many world's champion=
ghip records to hia eredit, among them |

!lnrl pesed for several minutes while |
the party Inspected his unusual per-
It would be hard to find a
this distinctively
i representative
| Wilkes cross which s so popular just
'now, and a later glance at his colts
i the paddocks, where l
| their mothers' gides, revealed the fact
|lhu'l he stamps his progeny with hils

ductive portions
|thelr charm as well,
ducking grounds
The shooting 18 aver live
are fortunate
to be invited during
may be in their blind or punt half |
jour after breakfast

2:10 or better or a quarter in 30 sec- | & Mhathraisaity
1 ythmically
at each powerful stride

I true Irishmen

stallion, 2:02, made in the third heat has been in the employ

mare barn with a covered dirt track on
which the young things can take their
exercise and learn to step in prepara-
tion for the auction ring, for |

two miles, 4:156%, by many considered

fly, are found in the marsh lands also
the stellar performance 4

splendid bags sg¢ hirds ¢
The horse was bred to a few mares piendid bags of theas birds

while he was beilng raced and he has
representatives,

youngsters unhroken the rall they
changes have |
come #ince the new owner took charge,
ind there are opther
AEEress|venecss

whistle evervwhere
|decr range and the wild turkey in scu-

heing in the list,; but {t

and abundant evi-

“He only wants me to kill that
ol on his neck,”
ag he put the aforcgaid Iy vut of com-

g e them with the ut
the caretuker | the matings made that

occuples an emi
e n s frabbits are al=o founml;

W sportsman’s pariadise

gay it I8 probably the best picture |
of the champion and his owner inj
existence., Those who have maintained’
that the trotter does not possess sufti-|

1,500 feet wids

1= no danger of

being drowned theren

|leader of “HRacon's Rebellion,”

the place The Huarvester || rotestant gninst
woltestan neEn i

"shape, the man<lon being hail

being commissioned to pick
at the extremest point overlooking the

leient exercise, g0 ltion, &

Lin the regton of many battlefields, not- | din review that

her of Blidney Dillon
Medinm, was
| of conrse a member of the band

markabla performers
wowder works at ity

| Randolphs were lnfd to rest almost 200
to i orders for explosives, vomit | s .

Bion is one of the very remarkable |

of splendld roads and every fence |
exhibits of Curles Neck, b maipndid zon iy fance and

the remarkable little Californian
which Millurd Sanders set the country
ZeN VOATS ARO. \
lings had bred some lrullr-l'.‘t‘
for a good many years, but it was not

Dirk green with,
arcdtrimming harmonizes charmingly
with the vivid green of the alfalfa and
gold of the ripening wheat,
patented fence of lght wattles capahle
moved quickly at

The Harvester
mit a dappled gray when Mrp

be surpassed either
(as though the owner was expected at
Billingzs dld net It is sald that the abil-!
Neck Farm, fifteen miles fivm Rich- |
twenty-two hours

lwould be hard 1 find a "had mueh to do with Mr. Billings's de-

use the paddock
| The photographs shown on this page
[convey someidea of the beauty of the
Hivy covered red brick mansion with its

Benff and which can ba changed from time to time ¢
necessity demands,

It was a beautiful gight that Sunday |
afternoon when Larry Murphy gave
his ingratiating call of “Coo-ap-up!' | \
walk Ueading 10 the terrace troml(:oo-oa-up:" to the band of a score olj was touching. The little fellow was

seen to he appreciated
5,000 aeres, of which 3,000 are arahle,
and it occupies a commanding posgl-
the James River,

tapering muzzle and jewellike eye the
Into Mr. Billings's possession a hru-k{

sprang. Blon s one of the best nruu-‘

4 Type of the stables at Curles

Neck.

sunning himgelf in the grass stratehed
at fall length, his mother gtanding
over him, when the party came to tha
gate leading to the paddock, which
the mare and colt had entirely to
themselves, As  the latch  clicked
Memories hecame stone, her beautiful
head poised and her ears thrust fore
ward, Hstening intently. One word
from lLarry reassured her, tha fine
ears played to and fro in recognition
of her friend. The colt was almost
inder her feet and a memb of tha
party expressed a fear that she would

step on !

m

“No fear.” remarked l.arry ag we
walked forward, “She knows he's
there,”

The voungster showed reluctance to
rime, but fNinally got 1 s fee!
stretched
the side o
of the enclosn

On July 1 there were
mares at the farm
an account o« i
that experts may see what ather ex-
perts who are not hampered hy pgice

congider ag specimens v

world the breeding of a few (ndl.
viduals is glven helow

Adinn Dille (2), 2:24%, towm top
to Harry Dillo <0, and dny '
self of Dillon Axworthy) (2) 211,
(3) 2:101,3; h, m. (15%04) hw

Dillon—Adion by tiuy Wilkes
2 dam Ry By, sister to I,
2.0t 1y hy :

ool

Ariella (dam of Orhingen, 2:18, her
first foal), sister to Alblg, 2 NS&, . h m,

l]-\.' Ringen, 2:081,_. Narfon by Arion,

2:078 . 2 dam Nancy Hanks, 2.04, by
Happy Medium

RBaby Axworthy (2), 2.253, . publie
trial «3), 200, : 2 halt in 102, b m

11910) hy Axworthy (1), 2 .151, Han
Rird, 2:28%, (sister to Hawthornae,
2:08%. by Jay Bird: 2 dam Lady
Ham by Hambrino, 2:211,)
Baroness Jay, 2.2¢ br. m. (19A7)
{ by Jay MeGregor The! im Rarone-
{eses Electra 13), & 14.,by Baron Wilkes,
18 2 dam Fanny S8wope, 2:101,,

s Virginia (3), 2:08,, winner
of Kentucky Futurity; roan m R
by Raron Review, 2:21% —\%reinla
Reynolds hy Jay Rird, 2 dam Harrle
Wlilkes, hy Eagle Hird

Rernlca R, 2:071,; h. m. (1904) by
Dexter I'r 2:07%, by Eros;
2 dam G by Bpeculation;
3 Hulda, 2:0815),

1 dam Jenn
Caracas (dam i including Nahma,

2:0TW); by B 2:08y
Honur vard, £:2615; 2
dam T by Mambrina
Patelien)
Giertrude DHlon, 2100, b, m. (1905)
I Nidney illon—1 arl by Directar,

Osq%, bh.m. (1907

il ) EA Hinzen, 3 hily Fauelta,
o |21 tdam of Budie Mae, T
1TA a2, dam, Directress, 2 r Di=

g:11
1 Waorthy, 2 20%, rn. m. (1908%
hy Axworthy (33, 215 Nell, dam of

Tom Axworthy, 107, &
Kolnla (1), 4l
nEtan 10 1 F
half. 1:0 blk. 119
143, Cara | N
)y om, by 1 '
Hour AT by Omwa
darrine | e b
Silent Brook, 2:1d1y Ly Brussalls
(dam of 3, 1n 2100 Ligt), by Wilten,
2:101,,; lam, M.gnon, by Robert Me-

2 ds
Gregor, 2:17
ireg «. 17 2




