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CONSERVATION Drawn by Rodney Thomson Hufearin
Language

The New Republic Now
Wants a Unified Tongue

and Simpler Writing.

Br J'nor. ji:iii:miaii w. jr.vks.
A CABLE despatch from l'ekln

L tells us tlint ttio President
of the Chlneso Republic,

With the assistance of China's Hoard
of Education, Is inking steps to
unify the spoken Inngungo of China.
China's written Inngungo, whllo It
baffles most occidentals, Is In ninny
rcspectB the most wonderful that man
has known.

Based absolutely upon Ideograph,
and absoluto as the. radicals aro In
most Instances, yet It Is not arbitrary,
and I am told by friends of mtno who
hove devoted years to Its study thut
Its florescence In mind gripping motn
phor Is so marvellous no to reduce
even tho most cultured occidental
translator to despair. Ho It has coino
that a great deal of confusion has
arisen through translations from soino
of the great Chinese, classics not iU
ways ierfectly accomplished, some
times because of lack of capacity to
appreciate the subtlety of tho ancient
Oriental philosophers, and sometimes
becauso of poverty In power of Inter
pretatlon after the meaning had been
mentally visualized.

Hut tho Chlnefco written language Is
one thing, tho spoken languages of
China another. It Is not merely tho
survival of the vernacular speech of
the Mlxntzp and other aborigines of
what was tho Middle Kingdom, of
what Is till tho Chinese southland.
and the ruder tongue of the children
or those septs which spraiu Into
power through the activity of Nur
hachu and his bannermeu, not to
peak of tho tongues of tho Tartarn

and those of the Cnloks and tho men
of the Tibetan plateaux, wno wcro kin
nt one time, possibly, to J'nthnn nnd
Afghan. China, a vast land, naturally
became tho resposltory of divers
tongues, nnd that they linvo remained
preserved through many centuries lb
Indeed a tribute to tho forbearanco of
tho five races, whllo unquestionably It
has had much to do with what Is com- -
monly called the "backwardness" or
China.

Yuan Shlh-k'al- 's determination to
Rive tho hundreds of millions compos-
ing tho CItncso peoplo a uniform
spoken languago Is a very Important
Indication of the new national spirit
which Is now breathing over Cathay.
And it should lie taken In conjunction
with other Imixirtant steps toward
the complete unification and nationali-
sation of the Chinese people.

First, Yuan unfiled tho national
Rovernmcnt not without protest, not
without arousing enmity and sus-
picion. It will bo recalled how. In the
Bummer of 1913, n howl went up from
the camps of Yuan's enemies nnd into
the field went an armed forco bent on
punishing him for what was charac-
terized nn "an net of usurpation."
Yuan, who combines In bis character
many of the traits of our own Andrew
Jackson, promptly put his foot down
on these malcontents. So that y

the rebellious element, so called, Is re-

stricted to a very few irrcconcllables
who sulk within tents of exile whllo
the real Chinese patriots aro laying
the foundations of a stable govern-
ment nt home.

Yuan found China a conglomera-
tion of eighteen rival, disunited prov-
inces, not to speak of vast regions
over which tho Manehus had exercised
moro or less nominal control. Yuan,
as Resident General In Corea, as Gov-
ernor first and later ns Viceroy ruling
Shantung nnd Chlhll, nnd tho visible
right hnnd of tho empire in China, had
lenrned tho necessity for cooperation
and consolidation in effective adminis-
tration. To his credit It must bo said
that If his intention has been to give
tho Chinese peoplo a solid framework
upon which they can build up a gen-
uinely national democracy ho could
not have taken moro discreet, moro
necessary steps than thoso which
have marked his tenure of office as
first actual President of tho Chlneso
republic

A year ago a howl went up from
Yunnan to Hellungklang becauso
Yuan decreed tho abolition of tho old
provincial boards with their graft,
their chicane, their petty tyrannies,
their unwillingness to reform. In a
most characteristic mamlnto ho told
the Chinese peoplo that tho alterna-
tive lay beforo them of going forward
us one body in support of their own
government or of abolishing, piece by
piece. Us discordant elements. His
victory over what might be called the
Chinese "state's right" party on that
occasion marked tho turning point In
his career as Presldont.

With one stroke ho hod broken
down tho barriers which for centuries
kept the peoplo in the Chlneso
provinces absolutely apart from tho
Government in l'ekln. Mnndnrln ex-
tortion and oppression, tho swarms of
drones which clung to the skirts of
succeeding viceroys and lesser offi-
cials In tho provincial yamens, oper-
ated ns so many great walls, effectu-
ally alienating sympathy and support
while they wero technically supposed
to be the very pillars of empire in
China,

After the abolition of the provin-
cial boards nnd barriers came tho
unification of finance, Justice, educa-
tion. The passing of the provincial
educational funds Into tho hands of
the central Government was regarded
In several provinces as u very seri-
ous grlovunco.

No doubt there were Instances of
much hnrdshlp In tho actual opera-
tion of Yuan's far reaching decree.
This was bound to bo so. "Von ,.,,.
not make an omelet without break-
ing eggs" nnd you cannot make a na-
tion without breaking hearts. Yuan
had to smash precedents right and
left in tho elaboration of his plans for
the nationalization of China, anil few
peoplo who aro not Chinese can

what It means to lly In tho
fuce of precedent In China.

Often ho had to turn to some of
his old Hanlln companions and dig
out from tho nre.hlves of tho past
precedents to suit certain occasions
nnd to pacify certain very sincere,
although somewhat e,

friends, How far ho has been sup-
ported by his old comrades of tho
Corenn, Khuntung and Chlhll days Is
a story, which yet remains to bo told
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by thoe who have been by his side
throughout the last two decades.

It Is only a fow days since a l'ekln
despatch told of tho unification of
China's army and Its armament. This
Is another point forward In the na-
tionalization of China. It It not bo
thought that Yuan or tho officials
who rnmiK'Ho the present Govern
ment In China hnrlsir thoughts of
war. 1 am qulto suro that they do
not. Hut who can read tho record of
what recently took place In the diplo-
matic discussions hrtween Toklo and
I'ekin and not ciiinu to tho conclusion
thut an adequate, properly armed
'and disciplined army Is absolutely es-

sential to China'.'
This fall thero will meet In l'ekln

for tho first time In tho history of the
wonderful laud of Aladdin a Chlneso
parliament, national In every sense.
Klrrtiims are now going on in China
preparatory to the assembling of this
parliament. And this will represent
tho first fruits In tho political unlll-catlo- u

nnd nationalization of China.
Important, however, as this parlia-

ment will bo as a fflrco for progress
In the Far Kast, ns a safeguard to tho
Chinese peoplo In tho preservation of
thoso rlghtH won by their generous
sacrifices beforo and after tile Wu-
chang rebellion, It cannot bo moro
Important in a national serine than
tho step now promised In this l'ekln
despatch which tells us that China's
spoken languago Is to bo made uni-
form, hanguugo Is the key to the
thoughts of a people, and a uniform
lunguuge must be, when all Is said
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as
nnd done, the keystone of unity and
nationality among peoplo seeking so-
cial, economic, political evolution
ulong lines or republican democracy.

MANY RUSSIAN AMAZONS.

KOKOVTSKVA,
the sixth

Ural Cossack Regiment of
the Russian army, has just returned
to her regiment nt tho front, Colonel
K'okovlseva bos been twice wounded
whllo fighting In Kast Prussia and
received the Cross of St. George and
n pension as a reward for her bravery.
Madame Kokovtseva's husband served
In tho Sixth Ural Cossacks during the
llu.slnn-.Iapanes- e war, and when this
present war legan she managed to
get In the leglmcut with him.

She Is by no means the only woman
serving In thn Russian army. All
told, there are said to be no fewer
than flvo hundred. Tho majority of
them are serving In the Siberian regi-
ments. Alexandra Kphlmovna Itgu-rev- a

was recently rewarded for her
bravery. Sho and six men of a Don
Cossack regiment weno captured by
tho Germans and locked up In a
church, Alexandra Is reported to have
led tho men in breaking the win-
dows. She killed tho sentry with a
stone, and not only managed by her
strategy to recapture tho horses of
her little band, hut to capture the
patrol of eighteen Uhlans and take
from them Important papers. These
documents wero delivered by Alexan
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dra to the Russian General In com-
mand,

Yet another woman whose bravery
has mado her conspicuous Is "Yellow
Martha." so willed by her comrades
because of her mass of golden hair.
During tho fighting nt Sokatchew the
banner bearer was shot down. "Yel-
low Martha" saw the flag fall and,
rushing In. seized it nnd started back
with It. Two Germans pursued her
as she ran to regain lur regiment
and she shot both dead. Through the
remainder of the tight she carried the
ling.

LOBSTER AND CHICKEN.

tho young mnn who
much younger to a

table In an uptown restaurant
a few evenings ago was a commuter.
Hoth seemed Just n llttlo s,

and apparently very much
plensed with each other's society. Ho
wus moro than ordinarily solicitous
to see that sho was comfortably

too, and his attentions were,
while gentlemanly In tho extreme,
marked enough to bo noticeable.

Hoth stunned tho menu carefully,
and finally tho young girl made her
selection. Ho seemed, whllo tho waiter
stood at attention, to bo trying to per-suu-

her to chnngo her order, hut
she appeared to Insist that her choice
should stand. Ho decided for himself
very quickly nnd gnvo tho order to tho
attentive waiter, who by this tlmo had
become rather restless, as though
such a modest order did not hold out
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As nature made the forests and man has left them
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much hope for any considerable tip.
Hoth apparently ordered salad, but of
different kinds, To a middle aged ob-

served at un adjoining table
the waiter's eyes seemed to twluklo
Just a llttlo bit as hu repented tho
order loud enough to be heard several
tables away, with u glanco first nt tho
young man and then nt the girl as lie
did so:

"One lobster," as he nodded to the
man, "and one chicken," with a half
bow to tho girl,

Several other customers heard the
waiter and every one of them binlled
In appreciation, Tho young folks
looked at each other, the girl blushi'd
and then both broadened into 0 smlln
as each accepted tho situation as one
In which they bad placed themselves,

SITTERS BOOM TRADE.

u T ALWAYS notice a boom In the
I sale of camp stools anil rubber

cushions as soon ns the weathe
Invites a visit to Central 1'ark," ild
the policeman at the 110th street nnd
Seventh avenue entrance, "You'll
think the city would furnish benches
enough to sent tho taxpayers who fre-
quent the pnrk, but thero are far from
being enough, In consequence men
nnd women of tho vicinity who make
dally trips Into tho green spot enny
their sitting down accessories with
them.

"It Is a common sight to see people
carrying their camp stools on their
arms. They penetrate to tho glades
where the park Is prettiest and where,

." ''h

strange to say, the benches are fewest.
They are thus enabled to sit almost
anywhere th' p!ene. Thousands of
tin-M- i canvas seated chairs are sold
every spring,

"I'nr a lime I was puzzled to know-wh-

It was that some of tho park
vWllois hceiueil to prefer rubber
'UHliluns to the camp stools. They
carried them Into th park very
sedately, some letting them hang on
their nrmi the same as If they were
life preservers. Arriving nt a favorite
spot they dropped the cushion nneere-miiiitnusl- y

and then dropped oil It.
"Finally my curiosity compelled me

to ask nn air cushion man why ho
didn't use a camp stool lnstend, ns It
was undoubtedly moro comfortable.

"'It may ls more corfortable,'
he, 'but it doesn't go so far.

All you ran do with a camp slonl is to
bring it Into the park. On the uther
hand, when you have a nice air
cushion, you not only enn use It in
tho park, but you can use It after n
rain, when you face wet seats In the
open air movies. It's a double ruin
affair.' "

A POWERFUL WOMAN OFFICIAL.

HKHN1CK MVOY saidMISS have tho widest olllelal pow-
ers of any woinun In this coun-

try. Miss McCoy has Just been elected
Stnto Superintendent of Instruction of
Id.iho and a luem'ber of the State land
.lard, This latter position gives tho
Stute superintendent a greater power
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than that held by any similar office-
holder In any other State.

Ity reason of this Miss McCoy prac-
tically controls nearly two million
acres of bind, sdiool property. When
Idaho was admitted to the Union tho
nntlonal Government gave certain sec-
tions of land nmouiitlng to mopo than
two millions of acres fur school en-
dowment purposes, This land Is being
sold nt the rate of lS.tiOO acres a year
at a minimum of $10 nn acre. The
money from the sales goes into tho ir-
reducible school endowment fund, only
the Interest being used, The manage-
ment of this great sum of money Is
In Miss McCoy's hands. At present It
Is said to amount to nenrly flvo mill-Ion- s,

This position of State Superintend-
ent of Si'linols has been held by
women ever since Idaho passed tho
equal suffrage bill in ISfiii, Only once
has a man tried to get the olllee. He
was so badly beaten that nobody now
recalls his name. During the nineteen
years that the women have held this
ottlce they have made Irrigation con-
tracts that amounted to three hundred
million dollars, Tliey havo leased and
released these school lands to tho
amount of flvo million dollars and
never lost a dollar,

Before her election Miss McCoy was
the assistant of Miss Grace Shepherd,
her Immediate predecessor In the of-ll-

of State Superintendent of In-

struction. Miss McCoy Is a native of
Idaho, a graduate from nnd liter a
teacher In the State Normal School
nt I.ewlstown

by England
Continued from Ptfth 'iffa.

these airships Zeppelins iuid otttypes and sho has been bxm.uLi
busy adding to their number durln.Hie nnnt nlnn mnnlk. c.r - n. nuvcr.ll triknown to havo been destroyed or tenously damaged, but how many w
been constructed to repair ili iJ
or what number of airships
.. fcotu. unit;, is nni Known.

The latest type of Zeppelin In ...
six hundred feet In length, H canmaintain an averogo speed of fifty
miles an hour, and Is capable nf iv,
ages exceeding 1,000 miles. It carrle,a crew of twenty-fou- r with quick flr.
nig guns ana a ion or explosives.

It lo not unusual for Zeppelins
referred to as gasbags, njid there la a
wldo Impression thot if n Zeppelin j,
punctured by a number of steel darn
sucli ns airmen carry, or If an in.
ccndlt-r- y bomb is dropped nn it, thn
result win ro a mass of ruins, Tim
In tho later type many of thesu dan.
gers are guarded ngnlnst.

Tt in known that Germany hm, hi- -

11pn a substance that Li even llghtw
than aluminum and which Is as fleif.
ble ns steel. In addition this siibstano
offers considerable resistance to bu-
llets. iMoreover, a.
in nquia xorm nns Peen discovered
This gas Is generated by pcrmlttins
tho ordinary atmosphere to com lr.
contact with tho liquid, msastrou.
explosions aro obviated and the av.
ship can bo filled while aloft.

There In a report that tho Orm&r.
havo Invented a fog bomb, which on
being released gives tIro to a dnn
fog. This prevents the airship from
being located by those below. Milt It
necessarily follows that the nlrshln
crew are at the same tlmo deprived of
a view of theln various objectives, 4
tnus tnis metnod of defence 1ns Its
drawbacks ns well ns Its advantages.

Tho weakness of the nlrshli Is that
It can le outdistanced by tho aero,
lilane, and moreover the latter can
climb above It. In order to keep oin
of rnngo of anti-aircra- ft guns It !

netvmiry to rise to a 'height of nt .
4,000 feet, but at this altitude ohJcti
below are very indistinct and the piion
haw usually found It necessary t
descend to an altitude of 2,000 fet V

nrdep to accomplish their punM'
Zeppelins and other big aircraft wl.i
find their greatest menace In the shani
of fast ajeroplamM up above them,

That these huge airships aro not i
easily destroyed as 1s Imagined wn
proved by a recent tussle In the n

One of them paid n visit to Knglanl
and though nttucked and driven off
six Horoplanes It managed to
to its base. The Admliulty reporlf.i
that It had been damaged, but t'
extent of the damage was not ascrr-tnlne-

nnd in any case It suecoolrd Is
keeping aloft.

Germany has five Important bun
for these hugo dirigible aircraft, anl
with Teutonic thoroughness they ar
situated nt strategic points. The hea-
dquarters aro at Herlln, while the other
bases are situated at Btrsburc
Frankfort, 1'oscn and Wlllielmshafm.
Thus two face the French and one
Russians. The station nt Willi'n
hafen has particular Interest as beinc
on the property where Count Zepp n
has conducted most of his experiment
with bis unwieldy craft. In ndd'te
there Is n base at Helgoland whir" m.
been specially developed as a mem f
to England.

The airships when they do mak an
attack will bo attended by n fleet '
aeroplanes In much the same way a
dreadnoughts are attended by de.'r
ers. To these aeroplanes will b

the task of covering th- - a
and engaging hostile nircraf

which the allied forces will si Ml 0'it
to meet them.

Every precaution has been taken iv
the British Admiralty and War f!l -

to deal with an nttnek In force. ,inrl 1'

may bo taken for granted Hint
havo a few trump cards which at
been kept carefully out of sight

Recent raids by Zeppelins over Km
land were probably designed for ire
purpose of theatrical effect o '1
frighten England. It Is queer tba ,,

Germans with their ancestral at"' el
for philosophy and their pi .1

study of the human mind sh. ' . n

tlnuo to lnbnr under tne deln- - '

their nlrshlp raids cause p.rv er
spread a "Schreek" or sudd-- rr '
and so nre likely to shake

conlldence nnd compel ,1 p ; . "

lauinr for peace,

If n hundred Zeppelins, .ap t

discharging fi.OOO explosive
lwsldcs Incendiary bombs tter '

rlvo simultaneously over I.on.' n

would probably massacre nt !

many unarmed and peacef r
as were sunk with the Iiis't u
they might possibly burn
many rows of, huiiss, ,iiisr
Inconvenience to tho innan
storekeepers, besides lie.u
Insurance companies.

Though nobody outside of .ern
believes such an invas' "
bring the forces of the K r
single degree nenrer to fbn t
It might bo a terrible tin "u '
English. Hut raids carried '

or two of these extensive .1 1

risky machines what pun
Germans lmaglno them P. wt

Much of the success if '

Naval Air Service lu tn
the foresight and entfuisias'i,
ton Churchill, who, ft tu
day that ho took up bis 1

First Lord of the Admlraln
day of his retirement from
otlloo recently, nlwnys g.u
most encouragement to t"
the navy fliers. Mr, Cb
terest In aviation was so
lowing some rather set
by several London ti t

couple of years ago l'lein
politely requested his cv
youthful colleague to -
risking his life by maklr
neroplanrs.

Mr. Churchill had hem '
n prii'-tlc- to run down
luso nt Slieerness for
for the purpose of lakir
rides beside naval sky p
estuary of tho Thames, v

It was rumored that M'

had been taking lessen
ning of seaplanes T'
was nlo a very f.iim'i.H
the hnngars at lleiuim)
never known to refuse a

taken aloft.
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