
SOME NEW BOOKS.

Henry I.nurrna, Mrrchnnt nnd
Statesman nf South Carolina.
A distinctly notable contribution

to American biography Is made by
Davih Dbnmn professor of
history nnd economies In Wofford
College, In The Life of Henry
iAurcns (Putnums). As president
of the Continental Congress Lau-

rens Is pretty well "documented,"
but aside from that single, If most Im-

portant, chapter In an unusually Inter-

esting American life record there Is a
surprising dearth of commonly acces-

sible material, Professor Wallace gives
evidence of Indefatigable research fa-

vored by fortunate advantages of ac-

cess to the "sources," nnd has put to-

gether the results of his Industry In

commendable style, neglecting none cf
the desirable factors, and showing In

Bice proportion "tie character, circum-
stances and achievements of this early
"Tarheel" statesman, planter and man

of business.
Laurens's ancestry was pun? Hu-

guenot on both sides. Ills father was
Jean Samuel Laurens; his mother,
Esther or Hester Grasret. Henry's

("grandfather" In

the text), Jean Laurent, as the name
was then commonly spelled, was a
merchant In Hochclle, who died lie-fo- re

1861. His son Andre, grandfather
of Henry, refugeo and emlgrf, tied
first to Kngland, then tried his for-

tunes In Ireland and finally moved on
to America, where he settled first In
New York and, In 1715 or 1716, In

Charleston, S. t Andre's son, Jean Sum
uel, or John, us he came to call him-
self, was the husband of Hester (Iras-s- et

and father uf the subject of this
biography. With their marriage, both
being American born, u new era
began in the family history of the
Laurenses. That Andre was a man
of "piety, shrewdness and force" Is
clear from the scanty remaining rec-
ords of his life, and John Inherited
these qualities and. It may be par-
donable to fay, Increased their effec-

tiveness by Incorporating with the
French Inheritance the Influence of
the American environment. To be
more definite, he learned his trade of
saddlery so thoroughly nnd pursued
It with so much not merely of Indus-
try but of organizing and "business
nursing" sense that he became a sub-
stantial and respected citizen. He sub-
ordinated the sturdy pride of his fam-
ily to the family Interest: "Prospered
ut whatever he touched; dealt extcn-blvel- y

In real estate, as the abundant
sprinkling of his name over the rec-
ords ef tho mesne conveyances testi-
fies; sold his saddlery ami chaises
right briskly, and was a prosierous,
much respected man, no longer merely
a saddler, but an extensive merchant.'

those whom It come(

Una came early to be noted: "They
ore very neat und exact In Parking
and Shipping their Commodities;
which Method has got them so great
a'Character abroad that theysenemlly
come to a good Market with their
Commodities, when oftentimes the
Products of other Plantations ore
forced to be sold nt Prices."
Henry Laurens carried tho family
fortunes still further; Charleston was
doing pretty big business iu the mid-

dle the eighteeenth century, "the
wealth of the planter was reflected
in the wealth of the merchant, which
waa upon tho needs of the ex-

panding cultivation." The planter
raised staple products for export, such
no Indian nmt rinn- lh mprchnnt Im
ported manufactured goods. Henry
Laurens, disappointed In his cxpecta
tlon of high commercial "connections'

a.i
'

,

tures were quite uniformly success-
ful, and there was a in
dozen so of well managed planta
tions In South and Georgia.

About l"fiO.
(born 8, 172 O was becoming
established ns a factor in
life of his Colony, had be- -
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John returned
mission, which 1'rofessor Wallace re-

ports at length appendix, In
to render useful service at Yorktown.
He died August, 1782, only 2S

wjth a record of patriotism
which many older men

better might fairly
have envied.

Henry Laurens, we
characterized by his

biographer;
t.aurena merchant,

ho lomethlnK more. Though keenly
In bualness, he looked pub-

lic affairs, aa una the wholeaome cuitnin
with of the beat men of the

times, aa almost as vitally
part uf hla life na hla own private

In the Indian Cherokee war of
1761 the buiy In the full tide
hla wealth petting, accepted a wmml-al- on,

went over and
Carolina recrulta, and marched
Into the Appalachian In the
service the public. The
Library Society, Carolina So-
ciety, church affairs doubtleaa
other mattera of the en

hla Intereat. He hnd become ataa
n man of considerable literary culture,
The conversation of thla forceful, culti-
vated man of aald to full

vivacity end charm.
A In euch n

severe dlaclpllne nnd
broadening Influence of foreign correspon-
dence travel, was a valuable school-
ing for deatlny waa to In-

clude the nn American statesman
nnil were
the trnlnlng Involved In the of
several lurge pl.intatlona. Inhabited by
hundreda nf humnn looking to him
for direction, and thirteen eara experi-
ence In the" Commons of
during the moar p'rlod of Its strug-gl- e

for we huve one of
the best preparations for the wise hand-
ling nf In a large re-
sponsible way.

1762-6- 4 mark n of
politics" In

royal nnd the people's
at An elec-

tion dispute the of
Hoone, Importation the Jer-
seys, caused great bitterness of feel-
ing. From 1757 to the Revolution Lau-
rens elected to House but
tlie short one of January to Sep-
tember of He rejected a preffer

membership In the King's Council.
Council hnd entered lion de-

cline In Influence and of public
character which marked the Colony's
progress along the to revolution.
Laurens stated reasons for his re-
fusal la serve: that I

attend to the duty of the Council
consistently my plan of life
business, I make a con-
science of discharging evory Im-
posed me at least I would set
out that principle. Second, 1 am
not qualified for a reputable hon-
orable discharge cf that duty:

my word, sir, I

to see that Hoard much
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a patriot returned
American home December

1774, with the boast, "heard
side," ringing oars that "one
Hrltlsh soldier beat six Yan-
kees," attractive element

told story Is the representation
a stoutly patriotic, a

Jingo; anxious sen every reason-
able and honeiralile means of compro-
mise tested to the full, honestly

shame dreading the trial at
when the Issue became In-

escapable devoting fortune, his
strength
country's cause. to was

secretary f the legation but the principle of thn sacredness of in- -
in'

U

dividual freedom In thought, spokan
word and action he could
easily violation In

cause political freedom; It

we believe nobler, more

courageous, better reasoned statement
of the rights of a free man was
uttered, even In those days of
speech heroic account Is
too long quote, consecutive to
be synnptlzcd without crippling mutila
tion. It embodies the spirit of thoste
who the cour-
age the time, but the moderation
also wisdom.

So commanding In Interest Is Prof.
Wallace's handling of Laurens's ser-
vice In national 'office, his presidency
of the Congress, his political adven-
tures through the Saratoga convention,
the days of the Conway Culml the
Deane-Le- c affair, his mission to the
Netherlands Imprisonment In the
Tower of London, as a peace com-
missioner, that we moved to
misgivings of our selection treat-
ment of the earlier, less famlllnr part
of the narrative. Hut the distinctive
service of biographer Is
the preparation of n proper back-
ground for the picture of the South
Carolina patriot.

Henry Laurens died December S,

1792. In accordance with his
preference his body wns cre-

mated; his horror of the possibility
of being burled alive sprang from nn
adventure of his daughter Martha,
who In year was thought
dead of smullpox, was an open
window awaiting speedy Interment
revived, was saved. Parson
Weems. who so much for to)
Washington, paid his respects to
Laurens by fathering a that he
said; "My flesh Is good for
worms. give It to the flames."

Tnklngr Milieu for Alirllnnn or
Ormnril,

word "faith" Is unfnlrly dealt
with In that common usage which
gives It a restrlctedly religious Im-

plication, commendable contrast
popular crippling of nn excel-

lent vocable Is Prof. Geokgk Tiium- -
Hun's description of book

UVutf Should I HcUrvef (Longmans,
(ireen ami Compnny) as an Inquiry

the nature, grounds nnd value of
the "faiths" of science, society,
morals religion. Yale pro-
fessor's series of books on knowledge,
ethics and belief, be completed
nn Inquiry the sources rea-
sonableness of "human hopes," Is a
work of which Americans Justly
be proud. Nothing be
blessedly remote from the dry and
unprofitable profundity of modern
Teuton philosophy than these rom-mo- n

formulations of the ques-
tions thnt occur recur to every
man's mind, these travelling direc-
tions for the pilgrim between two
darknesses. Nor, the other hand,
nre they tlnct with Hergsonlan meta-
physical romanticism or Maetcr-llnckls- h

"mysticism." In a word,
Prof. handles sensible questions

a sensible way, aenslble people
thank for giving them a

when ask for bread, Instead of
the Belgian block with which so many
philosophers themselves try
to plain John Smith,

Society Is based upon belief In the
stability of the human environment.
Nature Is not always kind to her chil-
dren: but man would lie culti
vating the soil, digging mines, build-
ing cities he did not believe In him-
self as reality In the continued
operation of the universal machinery

Its long demonstrated principles:
the fruit from the the ordered
succession of the seasons, light, heat,
gravity, and so" on. Then, socletv
depends upon man's faith In fel-
low man. There are violations of the

the
not He needed. in the main men
adhere to the moral system devised
by the common Intelligence reasoning
from the common experience, be-
lieve In the Intention of the of
mankind to conform to It.
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reconstrtiction conduct, prof.
Ladd these things clear

the slightest suggestion of cen-
sorship or Sunday

el Loose.
A literary hodgo In which

luieiii ilea ures WHICH
detect

ous works. The ma-
chinery Is contrived so ns relieve
the of responsibility
the opinions expressed, Hllss,
name appears as author, professes

literary executor George

publishing fragments literary
remains conver-
sations him.

all directions, conversa-
tions do, and compli-
cated by Intrusion various other

hi render will Hnd
It hard
opinion nu any particular,

THE SUN, SUNDAY, JULY 18, 1915.

fhe thread that holds the conversa-
tions together, far as thore is
thread, Is the effort of Hoon and his
friends to define some way what
they call "the mind tho race,"
They have an Idea that from the be-

ginning the generality of have
cqmmon thoughts beliefs that

have led them action, not those of
or writers or expressed In

books, almost unconscious Instincts
that Influence them. This Is no
means a new Idea; It has been treated
solemnly by more one philosophi-
cal writer. These friends approach It
from many sides and If do not
define It precisely convey a very
strong impression of what mean
and do It nn amusing way.

The characterization of Hoon Is
Is a successful novelist,

who loathes his own because
he not dare to say what he would
like to. He dictates to a lady
stenographer so that nothing Im-

proper shall creep Into tbem. When
she shows disapproval or leaves the
room he revises his text to suit her.
He occasionally something to say
about America, reputation
Is and 'about American au-

thors:
Tn aplte of our remonstrances, he sub-

scribed to the York on to the
very end, and he Insisted. In spile of fact.
reason, earnest entreatlea. but on- - thing nnd wns about
tng that continental empire na a vain
garrulous nnd prosperous female nf un-

certain age, and etlll more uncertain tem-
per, with unfounded pretensions to In-

tellectuality and nn of refinement
of the most negative description, entirely
nn the strength of that One
might as well Judge Kngland by the
Spectator.

And later he exclaims:
The surt of that ought to

supply young new writers with carcases
and nourishment Instead of
which you get the Sation That
bleak acidity, that refined celve pay

child nway. America will
knowing had Stephen Crane, our own. kvm.
adoring the European tem escapes of

of a Conrad. You see.
she can tell Conrad 'writes.' It show a.
And she'll let Mary Auttln of neglect,
white she worships the 'art' of Mar'y Ward,
it's like turning from the nf a

to a of goloshes, tlrmly be-

lieves thnt quack llergson la a
her unapproachable Will-

iam James
Tho discussion very turjis to

nil of the
form of human thought and art. They
all doubts ns to whether Is
any literary greatness, and suggest
thnt are merely manufac-
tured by Philistines and college

of literature, who the
merits of authors whv boxiks neither
they the general public wver rend.
This Judgment Is passed not only on

nnd Thackeray ntid Dickens and
Schiller, on Shakespeare and

also, very terms.
Then Hoon decides confer-
ence of literary men to talk the matter
over, a Itoyal Society the Dis-
couragement Literature, and bor-
rows from W. 11. Mullock a pictur-
esque garden for the meeting. This

the opportunity expressing
contempt or admiration for a
many living with neither of
which the Is likely to ngree
always.

In thU garden he imagines n dia-
logue between George and
Henry James In which botrXgentlemen
pursue entirely Independent trains
thought. He drifts away at once to
Mr. James, beginning with Ingenious
lmltntlons of the complicated ;

sentences In which he says nothing;
contriving a farcical mystery
nnd telling It In Mr, Jnmcv.'s

style. When fall him the
caricatures carry on the story, a de
vice frequently employed throughout

else law courts nnd Jails would, Mr. James has the lion's
Hut
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share nttentlon Is treated
very kindly. The literary remains,
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Questions In firm an-

other a good many people asking
themselves.

Is n iHMik out of the
common, written the
In the vigorous men use

talking with each It Is
fun and leaves a lot think

wrote It. It Mr. Wells
there Is more him than we ever
suspected.

The illy .Vlanngrri
Inn

Some readers be confused at
the outset of Hajiiit AunrtKr Toulmin

The Munnucr; .1 Pro- -
the This In- -' fcusion lAppletons) the mixing of

straying random from the two sets of adjectives: "The
Is not Charles, of the truer nnd the cleaner and the

has It effectively of the less wasteful and of the
and "l.es more elllclent. the advertisement

was indeed than once so vio- - du Hoi de llolif ncd him our national The falluio
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