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Petsonality of Senator John
W. Weeks, Mentioned for -
d Nation's Highest Office

CERTAIN weekly publication recently asked : “Why
A Weeks, anyway " and then went on to inquire ed:.

torlaliy o “Are Massachusetts and New England
really interested in Senator Weeks's candidacy ¥
best answer to the first inquiry, his admirers say,
I8: "Why not Weeks?"  PFolks in New England hold the
Junior Massachusetts Senator in very high esteem. They
regatd him as a very able man and qualitied in every way
o holid the office of President of the United States. And

moreover, Tur SUN'S recent eanvass shows that he is we!l
and favorably known thronghout the country and one of
the favorites for the Republican nomination next year,
One of the strongest arguments for Mr., Weeks, in ad.
#tlon 1o the fact that he 1s probably the foremost expert
on finance in the Senate, s that he I8 by early training
md continnous stady  thoronghly caequainted with naval

affairs, and unless the slgns of the thnes are read wrongly,

the next man to he Chief Executive of the United Statos
will be obliged to devote a considerable portion of his

ime to the marine hranch of our defences. Mr. Weeks

s a graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He
hd two years of work in the navy and spent ten yenrs
in the Massachusetts Naval Brigade, the last six of which
were ag commanding officers.  During the Spanish war he
eommanded the second divislon of the auxiliary warships

In answer to the second question, one ean safely say
that Massachusetts (s really Interssted in Senator Weeks's
candidacy, and moreover throughout New England the
feeling is steadily growing that he can be safely entrusted
with the great problems which are bound to arise during
the next Presidential term. It s not exactly the time
of year for New Englanders and their summer vigitors to
be discussing the next eampaign, and it eannot be sald
that there has bheen any “spontaneous” demand for the
nomination of Senator Weeks as vet. His movement has
not been launched. He has pot sald he will allow the use
of his name, but It {8 known thar once he glves the word
New England will go to the national convention ready to
vote In a body for him.

John Wingate Weeks is just 55 years old, in the prime
of life. a strong man mentally and phbysically. He is 6
feet 1 inch tall and welghs 230 pounds. He has served econ-
tnuously In Congress sines 1905 and since March 4, 1014,
a8 Senator from Massachusetts, He is a native of Lan-
caster, N. H., the sm of Willlam . and Mary Fowler
Weeks, and a direct descendant of Ieonard Weeks, one of
the early New Hampshire pioheers,

TIeonard Weeks came from FEngland about 16850, and
eurfonsly enough, there is a house at Greenland, N, H..
ocenpled by another J. W. Weeks, that was built by one
of the Senator's ancestors of bricks hrought from England.
It was a dwelling and fort combined and is still in a sound
and hahitable econdition,

The Senator's father cultivated land, hut did other
things as well. He was not a lawyer, it was Judge of
Probate for many years, and none of his decislons was
ever reversed by a higher authority,

As a boy Mr. Weeks worked on the farm, and at the age
of 18 he gathered maple sap In the early spring, carrying
it In Knckets with a yoke over his shonlders. He studisl
morning and night, and when only 16 years old was teach-
ing in the little distriet schoolhouse not far from his home.

He hoped to eomplete his education at Dartmouth ol
lege, but an accident resulted in his going to the Naval
Academy instead. This is how Mr. Weeks happened to go
1o Annapolls, as he tells it himself:

“Walking three miles to the school one morning, from
our home in the country to the village of Lancaster, 1
was halled by the Congregatfonal minister. 1 wasn't ace
Quainted with him, because my parents attended another
church. His stepson had gone to Annapolis and had failed
n the entrance examinations. Senator Henry W. Blalr
of New Hampshire therefore asked him to get some one
tlee, |

“The prineclpal of the Lancaster Academy had men-
toned me. 8o far as 1 knew there had never heen a sallor
in the Weeks family, and I had not thought of the navy
&8 a profession. However, 1 went to Annapolis, was ad-
mittel and was graduated at the age of 21."

As a cadet at the Naval Academy he could put up a

112 ponnd dumbbell with his right hand and then kneel-
1ng on one leg could lift an 87 pourid dumbbell with his
left hand and slowly put it over his head. Another feat
consisted in heaving 199 pounds, the equivalent of a harrel
flour. in the air, then lowering it to his shoulders and
ratsing agnin, arm high. By the standards of mod-
B medsurements Senator Weeks was unquestionably one
the wirongest men in the United Stutes at that time,
04 he sti11 petains much of his unusual strength,
He was graduated from the Naval Academy In 1881
Spent two yenrs at sea, serving on the U. 8 8. Rich-
ofd. In those days there was no navy to speak of and
BoTe cidets were graduated at Annapolis than were
beedel  The ten highest men in Mr. Weekw's clags of
Yeniy recelved commissions, but he was not one of them
0 wis mustered out of the service,

He wont to Florlda and dld some surveying, running

Pt the 1110 of the old Spanish grants under contract, He

" Lnow anything about surveying, but needed the

live on.  Before long he was made land com-
fthe Florida Southern Rallroad,

Cue merping while hs w3s eating hreakf™st with a

In Florida Mpr, Weeks was Introduced to his

sodbnghter, Miss Martha A, Slnclair, who had

I from the North, In 1883, or within a year,

CHnE wonpin were married,
cr the wedding o friemd of the young man froin
o Florida ond My, Weeks told him he meant

whida bevase the clhmnte was not  saited to
' ; Inter this friend wrote
dage B of Hornbdower & 'age o Boston
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SENATOR 'JOHN W. WEEKS.

Hornblower acting as tloor
Junior partmer kept

wis being dissolved, owing to the death of Mr. PPage, and
that there might be an opening for him.

Mr. Weeks hurried to Boston, and although at
time he could scarcely distinguish between a share of
common stock and a first mortgage bond he was Impressed
with the opportunity presented.
to enter the firm and It took the name of Hornblower &
A seat on the Boston Btock Exchange was pur-

books and wal, Ol CUSTOIers
The tirm had one clerk then, hut he was nlso the er
Within a fow yeurs the house prospered greatly
and soon had offices in nearly all the large New England
cities amd at points in the West,

Love of the sea,

He borrowed some money

during b rev an Moapelis, could not be squelcbed, and
I was ouly untural that he should Join the Massachusetts
Naval Brigade, belng o wember for ten yvears, from 1800
to 1000, 1o the last sIx years he served as commanding
otlicer of the organlzation,

When the Spanish war broke ont he was appointed a
Lientenant in the volunteer army, commanding the second
division of some auxillary vessels, amd was assigned to

ND'S CHOICE FOR PRESIDENT

Senate’'s Foremost Expert in
Finance and Authority
on Naval Affairs

assist in the protection of the Massachusetts coast, His
command econsigted of a miseellanous eollection of con
werted tugs, ferryhoats, ald yachts and a monitor or two
left over from the civil war, but none of them ever fired
A& gun at an enemy ship becawse none appecred in (he
vicinity of Roston,

Sepator Weeks began his polltleal career in the ity
of Newton, a suburh of Boston, where he has alwnve re
slded with his famlly. One evening a party of nelghbors
called on him and safd It was his turn to serve as Alder-
man. He did not want the job very much, but consentel
to stand for election merely because his turn had heen
reached.

He contlnued In office for three years and was subse
quently cbosen Mayor of the ety for two terins.  lle
thought when the secomd term expired that his political
work was over, it Congress was wentioned to him anld
it sounded very attractive, ‘This was chiefly for sci
meutal reasons,

A great-uncle for whom he was< named served in the
War of 1812 and afterward was elected 1o Congress for
several terins.  Mr. Weeks thought of his Unele Jolin and
acceptedd the Republican nomination In the then Twelftl
Massachusetts disivier, He was olectsd in November, 1801,
to the Fifiy-ninth Congress by a plurality of S50, and
took his seat in December of the following year

During his first term In Congress he was g meniber of
the following committees: Baoking and Cureeney, Fxpen
ditures in the State Deportment,  In the SIstieth Congr

he was a member of the saime committees and the Con
mittee on Agrienlture,  He supporied the Aldrvich-Vieesland
currency bill and was o memiber of the conference con
mittee which made material clunges in it and added th
Important clause providing for the creation of the mon
tury commission, of whiclh Mr. Woeks was appolnted «
member
Mr. Weeks was reelectod ta the Ninty first Congros

and was chabrman of the Commitioe o IPost Offices pn

Post Liomds He tackk an active part o getting repuorte |
from thot caommittes amd enacted into Jaw the bill estal
Ushing postal savings lonks He fraomed and had choars
of the fures rs et ! W 1t i session

He wis reslectol to the SISty s | t'ongress
Introducel the b for o Jratection of migrat ey
insactivorons hirds, L \ Wl eieted ot W oS
Weeks- Melain bl While a0 mwinlwr ele of the =
third Conzress he resigiemd (o take his seat S TOTHE
Mareh 4, 19915, in the Sixivt d Cingress

In every wauy Mr. Weeks has demonstrated his lpys
lative capacity.  When he was chairman of the Comn
tee on PPost Oftices and Post Rosds in the Siaty-first €'
gress he was practieally a new member.  This comimniti.
makes annnn pprapriations of ore thon S200L0000, 0060

and when he beonght in the WL for the first thme
there was much curiosity to see how he wottled
with in

et n

His conduet won the admiration of the House amnil
defended it suecossful every podut, the comg
bill being adopted hy the Senate withont an aendie

As a member of the Committes on Agrienlture Congres

man Weeks suceesstoliy mnnaged the puissage through 11

House of the White Mountai Aiepadachion il He als
managed the postal ~uvings bank bill iy the Republican
cancus amd in the Honse

When naval matters have come up Mr. Weeks has 5
ways heen ready to lend o lind 1o ans project which m
with his approval.  He las always favored the devel
went of our merchant marine,

In the Senate Mr. Weeks is 0 member of the fal an
committees:  Banking and Correney, Post Offices and I'ost
Roads, Philippines, Coast Iwefenees, Conserviation of Na
tlonal Resources, Forest Reservation and the 'rotecrion ot
Game, Public Health and National Quarantine,
Depredations,

Among the important speeches he has made in the Se
ate was that on the Underwood-Simmons, tariff hill win
he referred to Prestdent Wilson's statement that n D
cratie tariff will whet the Indusirinl wits,” and added

"

Indin

“such oa tariff s much more thely 1o sharpen the o).
petites of the workers than the wits of the emplover, w
in many cases, as ean be ensily demonstrated, {s ohlje
to work bis wits overtime in order to make a
present conditions and rates of dury,”

Anaother speech was on the curreney hill The subijs
of finanece 18 one of which the Senator | '
he treated the measure exhiisiive h)
of muny important amendments

He believes the railronds of the conniry
properiy administered withont

Iving undd

0 master, aml

o securing the adoptl

eannot
ntelligent Governiuent
pervisgion, but he opposed the trade commissiaon hil
Clayton bill, his views belng summarized in
made at Chicago on December S last

nnd t
an addres.
He was heartiiy
favar of the establishment of 4 mi itary
crease in the size of the army and

reserve, an |

the rearganization of
the regular army to glve the proper proportion of infa
fleld artillery, cavalry, engineers, slgnal, sanitary

ntry,
trona)is
the needed ammunition and supply tealns Senntor Weeks
strongly opposed the <hipping hill, so called, providing for

the Government ownership of merchant vesspel s and took
a conspcnous purt oo that memaorable tght
Massachusetis feels that Senator Weeks is a Mg man

and that such a wan muase be selected for the I'residency,
aMm f EeOgTAIMICH eXDFesstan

Several years ngo Mro Weeks aspired to epente 3 fairy
land on top of a bleak mountain in northern New Hamj
shive. Tr was in the fall of 1911 that he began the work on
Mount Prospeet at Lancaster, his native place, and In
viurr's time he had crowned the swmmit of this 3000 foot
hill with a two story llge, which with {ts red tile po.f
can he seen for miles

At this splendid conutrey home Senator Weeks, his wife
ated two children are now passing the hot months,
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