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W. weeks, Mentioned, tor
Nation's Highest Office

CI. It IAIN weekly puMIc.itlon recently asked: "Why
A Weeks, imywiiyV" and then went on to Inquire edi-

torially: "Are Massachusetts nml New England
hally interested in Senator Woeks's candidacy''"

Tlie best answer to the llrst Inquiry, his iidnilrers say,
i: "Why not Weeks'; Folks In Now Knciniut Imiii ih

Junior Massachusetts Senator In very high esteem. Thev
regard h.ni as a very able man and ipiullllod In every way
... .... . em hi iih' , mini suuvs. t
moreiiver. Tin: Si-.n'- r recent canvass shows that he Is well
and fnvorablv known throughout tin.
tie favorites for the ltepulillean nomination next vear.

One of the strongest arguments for Mr. Weeks, In ad
dition to the faet that he Is probably the foremost expert
00 tltl.llU'O 111 lllr Sclllltn. In flint lli In 111- - o.irlv
irnl continuous study thoroughly .aequalnted with naval
affnlrs, and unless the signs of the times are read wrongly, ,

the next man to he Chief Executive of the United .States
will he obliged to devote n cont-lderah- portion of bis
rime to the marine branch of our defences. Mr. Week'
I a graduate of the United states Naval Academy. Ho
Md two years or work In the navy and spent ten yearn
In the Massachusetts Naval Hrlgade. the last six of which
were aR commanding olllcers. During the Spanish war ho
commanded the second division of the auxiliary warships.

In answer to the second question, one can safely say
that Massachusetts Is really Interested In Senator Weeks'
candidacy, and moreover throughout New Kngland the
feeling Is steadily growkig that he can he safely entrusted
with the great problems which are bound to arise during
the next Presidential term. It Is not exactly the time
of year for New Englnnders and their summer visitors to
he discussing the next campaign, and It cannot be said
that there has been any "spontaneous" demand for thu
nomination of Senator Weeks as yet. His movement has
not been launched. He has not said he will allow the use
of his name, but It Is known that once he gives the word
New England will go to the national convention ready to
vote In a body for him.

John Wlngate Weeks is Just JW years old, In the prlnw
of life, a strong inan mentally and physically. He Is 0
feet 1 Inch tall and weljis i'.O ounds. He has served con-
tinuously In Congress since l!inr, and vlnce March 4, 101H.

Senator from Massachusetts. He Is a native of Lan-
caster, X. H the son of William I. and Mary Fowler
Weeks, and n direct descendant of l,eonard Weeks, one of
(ha ai.li. V . . - 17 1. ..Iriiu.t Iljllli:silllC jlHMllt'l

Leonard Weeks came from England about ltW. and
curiously enough, there Is n house nt (iroenlnnd. N. H..
occupied by another J. W. Weeks, that was built by one
of the Senator's ancestors of bricks brought from England.
It was a dwelling nnd fort combined and Is still In a sound
nd habitable condition.

The Senator's father cultivated land, but did other
things as well. He was not a lawyer, but was Judge of
Probate for many years, nnd none of his decisions was
ever reversed by a higher authority.

As a boy Mr. Weeks worked on the farm, and nt the ago
of IB lie gathered maple sap In the early spring, carrying
It In I'ltckots with a yoke over his shoulders. He studied
morning and night, and when only 1(1 years old was teachi-
ng in the little dIMrlet schonlhoiiso not far from his home.

He hoped to complete his education at Dartmouth Col- -

ITo, hut an accident resulted In his going to the Naval
Academy Instead. This Is how Mr. Weeks happened to go
to Annapolis, as he tells It himself:

"W'alking three miles to the school one morning, from
far home in the country to the village of Iincastor, I

" hailed by the Congregational minister. I wasn't ac-
quainted with him, because my parents nttended another
church. His stepson had gone to Annapolis and had failed
In the entrance examinations. Senator Henry W. Blair
of New Hampshire therefore asked him to get some ono
tlu

"The principal of the Lancaster Academy had men- -

Honed me. So far ns I knew there had never been a sailor
in the Weeks family, nnd I had not thought of the navy

a profession. Howpvor, I went to Annnolls, was ad
Utted and was graduated at the age of 21."

As a cadet at the Naval Academy he could nut up 4
112 pound dumbbell with his right hnnd and then kneel-h- i

on one leg could lift nn 87 pound dumbbell with his
Wt hnnd and slowly put it over his head. Another feat
worsted in heaving 100 pounds, the equivalent of a barrel
' lour, In the air. then lowering It to his shoulders nnd

ra murcmpnts Senator Works ivjih unquestionably one
f tbf mroiiKest men in tho TTn!ted States at that time,

i mtiir? iiiuv ii mi it til uiiiiPiitii nil i i if t ii t
Hf was praduated from the Naval Academy in 1RS1
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""Ivas miistenil out of the service.

H ient to Florida nnd did some surveying, running
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iliiuulitiT. Mlsx Martini A. Slncliilr, who had
I from the North. In lss'i, or within a year,

' iuig woman were married,
el- - the wedding a friend of the young man from
I'd rioi'ldn and Mr. Weeks told liliu he meant
oi' ila I uim the cllniale was not suited to
t h wife. A little laler IhN friend wroto
Kfiii'i' Hi in of lloriililnwer Page In Ilnstnii
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was being dissolved, owing to the death of Mr. Pago, and
that (hero might he an oenliig for hi in.

.Mr. Weeks hurried to Boston, and although at that
time he could scarcely distinguish between a share of
common stock and n first mortgage bond he was Impressed
with the opivnrtuulty presented. He borrowed some money
to enter the firm nnd It took the mime of Hurnblower
Weeks. A seat on the Boston Stock Exchnnge was pur- -

SENATOR 'JOHN W. WEEKS.
chased, Mr. Horubliiwer acting as Hour man while the
Junior part tier kept the books and wall , on customer
in the ollli'c.

The llrm had one clerk then, hut he was also the er-

rand boy. Within a few years the house prospered greatly
and hooii had olllces In nearly all the large New England
cities and at imiIiiIs in the West,

I.ovo of the sea, which had been bred In Mr. Weeks

during his iciiii ai Annapolis, could not be sipick'hi'd, and
It was only minimi that he should Join the Massachusetts
Naval Brigade, being a inemlicr for ten years, from 1S(H)

to iikki. Eur the Inst six years he served as coininandliu'
otllcer of the organization.

When the Spanish war broke out he was appointed a
Lieutenant In the volunteer army, comiiiainlliig the
division of some auxiliary oscols. and was assigned to

Senate's Foremost Expert in
Finance and Authority

on Naval Affairs
assist In the protection of the Massachusetts coast. His
command consisted of a mlscellanous collection of d

tugs, ferryboats, old jnchts nnd n monitor or two
left over from the civil war, hut none of them ever II red
a gun at an enemy ship because none appecred in the
vicinity of Boston.

Senator Weeks began his political career in the city
of Newton, a suburb of Boston, where he has always re-

sided with his family. One evening a party of neighbors
called on him and said It was his turn to serve ns Alder-
man. Ho did not want the Job ery much, but consented
to stand for election merely because his turn had been
reached.

He continued in olllce for three years nnd was subs.'
quently chosen Mayor of the city for two terms. He
thought when the second term expired that his political
work was oer, but Cougre-- s was mentioned to him an l

It sounded very attractive. This was chlelly for senti-
mental reasons.

A great-uncl- e for whom he was named served In the
Wnr of 1 s u Mini afterward was elected to Congress f.c
several terms. Mr. Weeks thought of lil Uncle John and
accepted the liepulillrau nomination In the then Twelfth
Massachusetts district. He V;i elected In Nov einlior, IJMll.
to the I'lfiy-nlni- Congress iy n plurality of s.Vsi. an. I

took his seat In Dis'enil er of the following .vear.
During his tlrst term In Congress he was a member of

the following committee: Banking and Currency, Ehmi-d- l

turfs in the State I lep irtiuent. In the Sixtieth Congress
he was a mouther of the same commit lees and the Com
mlttee on Agriculture, lie siipportiil the Ahlrlch-Vreelau-

currency bill and was a member of tl onference coin
mlttee which made material changes In It and addel

clause providing fo- - t li creation of the umuo
tary commission, of which Mr. Weeks was appointed a
member.

Mr. Weeks wa reelected to the SKty-tlfs- t Cnngres .

and was chairman of the Committee on Post unices and
Post Bonds, lie to, I; an active pan in getting repoilel
from that couunltte.. nltd enaclcil Into law the bill est.il,
llshlng istal savings luniks o frami-- and had ch.irg.
of the forestr.v Mil eiiaeled Into law at that sefsntl.

He was reelected to the Slst.v ml Congress, an1
Introduced the bill tor the , miction of uiigr.it ry in.,
Insectivorous birds, Known when n.ii'tcil iutn lm n Hi.-
Weeks-McLal- bill. While a ml'er elect of tin- - sim,
third Congress be resigned to tni,.. hK sent as S it..v
March 1. lOl.". In the St, third Congress.

In every way Mr. Weeks ims demonstrated his legis
lathe capacity When he was chairman of the Coninii
tee on Post ufiices nnd Post It, .nils in the SKt.v.lirst Cm
gross h as piai'tlcally a new member. This coinuiltlc
makes annual appropriations ,,f mere timn .fjim.iRin.mii.
Hiid when he brought In th,. Mil r,. the tlrst time
there was much curlosiij to see Imw he would get alorg
with In.

UN conduct won the admiration of the Mouse nnd p.
defended It successful , every p. Int. t Ii uirlli-ji1- t '

bill being adopted b.v the Senate without an auieudiuen
As a member of the Cnninliieo on Agriculture Congre.
innu Weeks successful managed the passage through the
House of the White Mountain-Appalachia- lull. nP ,,s
managed the postal savings mnk bill In the Uopublh-n-
caucus nnd In the House.

When navnl matters hav me up Mr. Weeks has nt- -
ways been ready to lend a hand to any project which

his approval. He has always favored the develop
ment of our merchant marine.

In the Senate Mr. Weeks Is a member of the following
committees: Banking and Currency, Post unices and Post
Itoads. Philippines, Coast Defences, Cotitervailon of N,i
tlonnl Besources. Forest Bosorvnilon and the Protection nt
tiame. Public Health and National Quarantine, Indian
Depredations.

Among the important speeches he has made In the Sei,
ate was that on the Underwood. Sinunons. tariff Mil who
he referred to President Wilson's stntement that a "Pern .

cratlc tariff will whet, the industrial wits." and added :

"Such a tariff Is much more likely I0 sharpen the np
petltes of the workers than the wits of the employer. vh .

In many cases, ns can be easily demonstrated, U obliged
to work his wits overtime In order to make a living und-- i

present conditions and rates of duty."
Another speech was on the currency bill. The subject

of finance Is one of which the Senator Is a master, and
he treated the measure eliaisthel,v, securing the adoptlm.
of many important amendments.

Ho ttelloves the railroads of the country cannot .

properly administered without Intelligent i internment s
pervlilon, but he opposed the trade commission bill and the
Clayton bill, his views being Miniinaried In nn address
mado at Chicago on Hecember S last. He was heartily u
favor of the establishment of a military reserve, an in
crease In the size of the army and the reorganization of
the regular nrmy to give the proper proportion of Infatitrv.
field artillery, cavalry, engineers, signal, sanitary troop,',
the needed ammunition anil supply trnlns. Senator Weeks
strongly opposed the shipping bill, so called, providing for
the (iovernment ownership of merchant vessels, anil took
a conspicuous pari !n that memorable tight.

Massachusetts feels (hut Senator Weeks Is l( pig man
and that such a man must lie selected for the Presldeucv,
niu a geograirnicai expression.

Several years ago Mr. Weeks aspired to create a fairy-
land on top of a bleak mountain In northern New llnmp
shire. It was in the fall of ii that he began the work on
Mount Prospect at Lancaster, his native place, nnd In a
year's time he had crowned the summit of this il.fnin foot
hill w ith a I wo story lodge, which with its red tile ro.if
can be seen for miles.

At this splendid country home Senator Weeks, his wife
and two children are now passing the hot months,
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