
BUILDING A WONDERFUL CHURCH ON THE MEDIAEVAL PLAN
Swedenborgian Artisans Consider

Only Their Art in Rearing Their
Cathedral at Bryn Athyn, Pa.

ham been turned back
architecture at least once In

rpUS clock
' I jn

A this twentieth century In a
of machlno made skyscrapers and

Mililngs thrown up over night

Wtrt is being reared an edifice,

i church, leisurely and painstakingly,
Mtf a Greek temple or a cathedral of
0i Middle Ages, Its minutest detail
norkfrl over exhaustively In piaster of
jul and clay before being entrusted
ij Its rtnsl dress, Its smallest ttonc
rtrvfd by hand, not by ordlnnry labor-J- rj

but by skilled artisans and sculp-tM- i
gathered from different parts of

tke country and welded Into a unique
Wnlutlon at Hryn Athyn, Pa.

Bryn Athyn is a Swedenborgian!
colony about fifteen mllea from Phlla-iflphl- a.

Swcdenborgianlsm, or New
Church, as the sect decrees that It
ihill be called, as distinguished from

!1 Old Church, no matter the creed,
pew out of the teachings of Emanuel
6fdenborg, scholar, traveller, sclen- -

t!it and religious writer, who was born
la Stockholm, Sweden, on January 2D

JJ, and died In London In 1772,
Th nf Ww Phllrrh tilnrn TVia Iviia nv,,nv - - v . . uviiiii. " I

tts definite establishment ""Ming, sinking the Individual's
Identity In of the whole,In 1.S9 been , . .. 1t ,

It has been undevlatlng. adherents
point out that hundred years after the
the birth of Christ entire civilized
wjrld was by no means Christian and

they, who claim the second corn-Is- ?

of tho Iord Jesus Christ In tho
Church of the New Jerusalem, as re-

filled In the writings of his servant
Snedenborg, need feel no discourage-ren- t

anent its rate of growth.
In 1S54 in the city Philadelphia

tichool of New education was
r.irted in connection with the New
Church society there. It endured dc- -

of residence until, some time prior to
1SJ5, John Pltcalrn, millionaire plate
f'.ss manufacturer and philanthropist
from Pittsbusg. Pa.; wife nnd
Robert M. Glenn, then treasurer of the
Khool, set out to And a spot outside
Philadelphia that could be used as a
f!te New Church Academy and
tn artjstlc Swedenborgian settlement.

They found an Ideal spot at Alnwick
Grove, afterward renamed Bryn Athyn
by them. There, on undulating high'
land overlooking the beautiful Hunt'
injdon Valley district, about fifty per
tons settled in the summer of 1895.
Residences were started, among them
Calrnwood, the estate of John

and long one of the show places
iround Philadelphia.

To-da- twenty years later, the col- -
cny has grown into a suburb of un-csu- al

charm and beauty. It has four
raltes of permanent highway, winding
calks and paths honeysuckle bordered
. A a 11 A 1. 1 ( I.(IlU .iCC IIIVU) UllO VIA LtlilWIfVB QIJUIUCO
tnd thick shrubbery Ex
trees, water nnd electric lighting sys
terns. Behind the honeysuckle bor-
ders are at least sixty homes belong-b- e

to a population of over 600, many
rf thera converts. growth has
mm Antlrelv without aid at com
merce or "progress," since manufact-
uring and business of any sort are
tabooed; only the bond of a religion
draws men and women

of architecture has been a
requisite In building, landscape gard-

ening a feature. The result is gratif-
ying. There are houses modern and
itately, gardens in keeping,
ntniature estates, terraced lawns, a

Henry J. Davison Uses
Piano to Show How
Colors Can Jangle on
the Soul of the Occu-

pant
Br "WINNIFRED H. COOLX3Y.

to that our ear Is opeit,

JUST our Is not, Henry J.
can sit down to an

or piano and "play a room
cat of tune," unjit his auditors rainy
hout for mercy at discord; but

tie lame people would gaze serenely
ron frightful lnhormonles or coior

without flinching. Mr-- Davison is a
"PM'chological" Interior decorator and
Mi" knowledge of effects color
oa the soul is exhaustless.

The Bankers Club of America, which
k has Just completed In New York
city, at an exnense 1600,000, prob- -
ably is his masterpiece, although the
Uwytrs Club comes a close second.
Both of these substantial creations aro
ithallttd by nlaln. practical, unemo
tlonai city men who never could be
iccuied of an excess "tempera
ant." It is safe to say that not a
linker or a lawyer among them knows
'At color of his own soul. Yet Mr.
toviion insists that soul is
ka or Ecience, and that tho vlbrn-o- f

ether sot In motion by color
actuatly affect our tempers and sensl-'2;tl- fs

jmt as wo love certain people
."I have an aversion to others.
Jut to sit amid the gorgeous golds

j"''4 pinka and peacock greens and
wan of the fabrics thrown across
fcilrj tables In the decorator's

is like having alt the ice cream
Jr--i candy you want once in your

It is indescribable.
"You understand." nv Mr. Davison.

'A b way, is a middle aged
fr.an of "o world," whom one never
;M si pect of psychical leaning.!,
ttat ccr'un colors have a certain
"finite tlfect on masses of people. The
"man has so many prejudices
Ll" Inil iliinla nro affected differ
"Mr. a .rdlng to past ns.oclntlons
J5 tu-- r nccs with ccrUUa color.
j1. a t rain of mufic or a wai of
Krfume ,Us tn us In a flash

m experienced many year
aril ipposi.dly forgotten, so a

(f'!Jin i ,r may be associated with
ex . oiely disagreeable experl-'"- e

ano .erefore nlwavs bring USi. "l"m" .. For Instance,
;fr, we ,er a lavender room we
llDi nuiy become penslvo and
'r.i r ,,r IPOrhaps. irrltnble, and

' v ignorant of the fact
ih' ,(ir IJrouuht up

miTnorlcs.

French chateau, an Italian garden,
wisteria hidden balconies and thebungalows of magailne dreams. At
one end is the sect's college for men i

and girls that compares In beauty of
campus ana excellence of curriculum
wim any In America.

And on a hill In the very centre
of the settlement, overlooking it and
the wilder loveliness of the hills andvalleys beyond, are rising the walls of
a church that all its builders andmakers, from tho highest to the hum-
blest, design to stnnd for ages as a
monument to the art love and the
symbolism of the religion professed by
Swcdenborg's followers.

In AugiiRt, 1013, a winding road wns i

enreruuy lam out from the hill to aquarry n mile distant, Its side fortified
by, a stone embankment along the Pen-nypa-

Creek, Its bed built to" endure.
At the same time excavations for
church began. All granite for the out-
side of the building is being hauled
along this road.

The cornerstone of the was
laid on June 19, 1914. It Is unlike
other cornerstones a huge block setup In the rough, without date or In-
scription, nnd supporting two girth-som- e

southeast corner buttresses. No
memorial windows or tablet, no In- -

. scriptlon commemorating architects
or donors, will appear In finished

frnu.'lh thn structure.niv-- Mi a,ittk
first In Ixn- - of

the perfection
dor. has not meteoric, but Mtig carrlcd

Its tho operation.
five after To-da- y, nearly two years
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beginning of the work, the church has
not progressed above the first story.
And anything already set up wilt be
torn down and demolished If the final
effect of It Is not entirely satisfactory
to Raymond Pltcalrn, the son of John
I'ltcalrn, nnd the architects and ar-
tists associated with him.

When the building was first dis
cussed a simple one was thought of
to take the place of the college chapel
In which services were belnc held.
When the modest plans were com-
pleted and subscriptions called for
John Pltcalrn stepped In. as he has
done so often and so opportunely In
the affairs of the colony. He wished I

to build the church himself as his
lasting contribution to Swedenborgian-is- m

In America. It was his Intention
to make It a monument that would
endure, as the temples and churches
of Europe have endured. And the tem-
ples of antiquity and the cathedrals of
medievalism have endured because the
rrjen who built them loved their work
and had time to do it. They were not
day laborers pounding away at so
much an hour for a contractor who
had outbid his competitors and whose
chief demand upon his men was for
speed.

The church Is designed to be a nota-
ble gift to the centuries, given without
thought of fame. For the man, whose,
wealth and the men whose ability
make It possible will not have left
their names on the stones. What wilt
it cost? No one knows: or those who

corners with and might will not discuss the subject.

This

there.

with

prove

pense is no consideration. Nor is
time. It will be completed some day,
but when Is of no moment. The point
is that there wilt be nothing like It
in America,

It will not be called a cathedral.
But, Inasmuch as it will be the cen-

tral church of all Swedenborgian soci-

eties In the world In North and South
America, England, Paris, Brussels,
Berlin, Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
New Zealand It will be In function at
least a cathedral. But It will not be
a vast edifice. Its size is unimportant,
but its beauty and permanence are
kept ever In view.

Do not imagine that all this Is
vague theory. I have made color a life
time study and deduced facts wnicn
sound tike didactic statements from
literally thousands of Instances. That
is th only way scientists determine
anything; they study innumerable
oases, and when they find the same
conditions prevailing under the same
circumstances every time they deduce
a law which operates unfailingly.

I remember a big piece or worn l
did In a house, a part or wnicn. con
sisted of a yellow and also or a blue
room. Two powerful captains of
finance frequented the club. One pa- -

alonately loved the yellow room. He
used to say naively, 'I can sit in tne
yellow room all day.' undoubtedly,
this was due to the fact that he was
a self-ma- man who had worked hard
and never had had any warmth or
color In his life. This golden glow
meant to htm relaxation the Joys of
boyhood.

The other man inevitably arirten to
the blue room, showing a predilection
for blacks and blues; for recesses and
shadows- - He Is a lawyer who protects
millions of dollars an abstractive man,
who loves spider webs, tho spinning
of schemes. Every shadow ana re
cess in a room delights him. He can
not stay away from that blue room
This is because he never explodes or
gives way to Irritability or passion.
Not having the outlet his pent up ener
gles crave the stimulus of color.

"Red Is universally aggressive. Or
ange expresses heat. Have you never
questioned why the Italians and Span-

ish, nlthough living in hot countries,
always dress in red and yellow, and
eat red peppers and violent armies i

It Is because they give out so much
heat that they are obliged to restock
their heat and energies.

"Ulue stands for scrsnlty and cool-

ness. Violet Is mystic and contem-
plative. There Is no doubt In my mind
that the .theological symbolism of
color, which Is a tremendous study In

Itirif, was founded upon actual knowl-

edge of psychology. You know that
even ns late as the Italian' Renaissance
the great painters, such as iiapnnei,
were obliged by the Church to express
certain theological symbols, such as
biuo for the Madonna's robe, signs
ryir.r religion or faith ; green fc hop
und white for purity.

"Take our everyday lives; although
In general the sexes are differentiated
somewhat In taste and expression,
color Is npt so much a matter of sex
as of temperament, mrong -- iriiimmi
colors are regarded as masculine,
while tho tinted ones, to which white
has bfen added, expressing subtlety
nnd delicacy, nre feminine. Still, I

have seen stroijg, mnnlx, men, some-time- s

react to exquisite color. Peo- -

Cairnwood, home of John
Pitcatrn.

Flanking the imposing unfinished i

structure nre two crcat wooden work-
shop." fer the men. In the llrst of the.e
every arch and moulding and column
that will appear on the finished church
Is first modelled In plaster of parts and
clay. When approval Is given the small
model, the work of n man through
hours nnd sometimes days of loving
enthusiasm, It Is again modelled full
size In plnster of parts nnd set In
place In the church. There It remains
until Mr. Pltcalrn Is entirely satisfied
with It. Tho chancel column wa
modelled six times, four times full
size and three of those complete, nnd
It Is sixteen feet high. A model may
stand among the workmen for months

caving huiMIng

black pencil.
All patterns aro Sweden-bcrglanls- m

Is with
and mingled with the Oothlc of
the scheme of will
be designs, each repre

a symbol, ,the 1,, Hryn
borglana' phrase, stands for some Inner
significance of the oi which their
faith Is founded. In jprts already

and presumably to remain us
they are will be found stone.s now-blan-

that aro bo carved later when
the exposition of
needed for thnt is upon
by committee now work on the
subject.

of the same sex but different
.txi)rfs .woolly,

colors and forms.
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AN INTERIOR DECORATOR WHO 'PLAYS ROOMS OUT OF TUNE"
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Why the Houses in
Which We Live Should
Be Designed to Har-
monize With the Tem-
perament

iho diamond of life. Why should a
liustl ng, rich society woman or a
practical, prosperous business wotmn
gnrtnd in n tailor made suit of the
twentieth century go in for 'periodi-
c in' and dwell In nn ornate Mane te

room': Nothing is more ab-
surd and Incongruous.

"If folks understood color and har-
mony there ho no friction nnd
fewer divorces'

"Kvery work of nrt Is, in one snsc,
a lie. I'a. nters cannot paint light.
They cannot reproduce Niagara on a
three foot canvas Truth Is reached
through error, as it were through the
gie.it r.ius.nii. In entering a crowded,
1'iis.v downtown skyscraper otllco
building In the heart of New York the
visitor must be impressed with dia-
mine, with dim. cnthedralllko spaces.

'The Hankers Club Is, In floor spaco
ilOo.Oiin square feet), the equivalent
"f a ion room hotel' A decorator not
only muM select colors which will rot
throw the occupants, of a room Into a
rage, hut he must have a thought for
eye strain and ear strain, must regard
flie nose, the sense of touch, the pal-
ate, nnd even tho legs!

"Americans are wearing out their
eyes because of the Intense light of
the many windowed ofllco buildings.
T.ho top story of a steel skyscraper has
no skyline or vista or partitions, so
mat the decorator has some problem
to make it cosey nnd homelike.

"People are Jimt waking up to tho
fi irful strain nf no!o tn a big city.
The vibrations from hundreds of voice
crossing ni.d recrosslng each other In
a room aro ns real nnd assail the
nerves n.s disagreeably as little pop-
guns shot off in every direction! I
try to counteract this In color and line
and br.nc about repose and serenity.

"So much for the eye and ear. The
no?e must not bo assilled by unpleoa-an- t

odors in n club, and the pa'.ate
must be plri.m'd with the aid of lovely
irathetlc surroundings. This former
lakes in ventilation.

"Kvon the texture of fabrics and
leathers have nn effect on tho temper
and the soul, so that the body fitting
chairs must have certain materials In
upholstery to Insuro peace"

1 could n t help wondering if tho
busy bankers knew they were sitting
,i cha rs iai ulated to a nicety to
soothu their souls,


