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HAZING PROBLEM
AT NAVAL ACADEMY
AND ITS HISTORY

Difficulty of Detection Due to Point
of Honor of 'Plebes’” Not to

Betray Their Persecutors.

HAT are you doing with
those red eyes?” asked a
friend n Annapolis of a
fourth classman.

W

class, forced to the wall, comeldéred
rebellion. They would have had the
delighted ¢ountry behind them, but

“Why | the fact that they would be “put on

1 have been under the shower bath ! the pap” and were in danger of not
tourteen timea in one day and had to| graduating deterred them. When &

g0 to bed In wet pajamas!”

This 18 supplemented by the ex-
perience of Midshipman Thomns R.
Wynkoop, Jr., of Ohlo, who waa made
to stand on his head in the Naval
Academy, upper class ‘ourriculum of
educating the “plebes” a course for-
b'dden Ly academic regulations and
act of Congress, 80 many times that
he ‘fell unconscious and. had to be
taken to the sickbay for treatment.

Now “standing on the head" In
midshipman parlance {8 not the usual
gymnastic performance of altering
the posture of nature but consists |a
the performer getting down on all
fours and Kkicking up both lege in
tie alr as fast as he can. There
must be no relaxation or the actor
will recelve a rude reminder to pro-
ceed with the exerclses. On the 150th
or 200mh time the victim is near to,
or doea, collapse, as did Midshipman
Wynkoop.

The plebes are not allowed after a

day of strenuous work in the “setting
up drill,” “at cars” infantry

tactics |

| midshipman Is placed on the morning
| report for a violation of regulations
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fthe word of the midshipmen in an
[ official capacity Is taken against the
explunation of the accused. 8o rigorous
is the course of the Naval Academy
| that vears and years ago an officer
on duty there mald, “No midshipman
| Would ever graduate if every infringe-

'ment of regulations was counted
against him,
Discipline s difficult Mecausa it

maintenance is assalled by the “rates,”
customs and usages among the mid-
shipmen that take the place of
academic rules, naval regulations and
the laws of Congress. The first class
lays down the rules, and all clasnses
are expected and are required to obey
the unwritten law even though it flies
in the fact of regulations. A “first
class rate” Is that a first class man
must not report another firet class
man for violation of regulations.
Reveral vears agn two midshipmen
on a Saturday afternoon when the
corps had their recreation perfod rode
bicyeles to Odenton, fourteen miles

l

or gymnasium exercises to eat in peace. | from Annapolis, boarded a train and

They are made to git at the table
on the edge of their chairs, throw
baek their shoulders and be erect
as ramrods and eat. If they un-
bend for a moment an upper class-
ran will call to them: “"Hrace up'"”
One midshipman was required to sit
up with a tumbler of water on his
head and eat his meal in thila awk-
ward positlon. Then the “plebes’” are
required to tell stories, at the end
of which they are told by their “su-
perior officer”—an upper classman

that that “story was rotten'
doea not furniah enough amusament
for the “gentlemen at the table” the

plebes are required to get under the

table and finish their meal

These Incidenta have all occurred
in the brief life of the new fourth
classman, whose practieat® organtza-

tion began about a month ago and | h'Eher with him than his duty to the
masters | Academy,

is not yet completed. The
of the ring, in which the ‘“plebes”
gave their ghow, were upper classmen
quartered at Bancroft Hall for being
on the sick list, midshipmen in attend-

ance on the court of inquiry into the |

theft of examination papers and others

on leave from the practkce squadron, |

They have paid dear for their mis-
chief, some in not going on the prac-
tice cruise, being left behind to answer
charges, and others will in the end
be dismissed from the navy.

Even midshipmen of the next grad-
vating class have been caught in the
meehes. One of the midshipmen now
on trial before the board of investi-
gation appointed by Rear Admiral
Fullam,
the Naval Academy, i{s the mon of a
nigh ranking naval officer and another
(s the son of a Governor of a Southern
State. Between the court of inquiry
on the theft of examinatian papers
and the hazing invesatigation abhout
seventy-flve ensigna and mlidshipmen
rombined failed to start on the prac-
tice voyage,

How the hazing came to the eves
and ears of the authorities has not
yet been made public. By act of Con-

U. 8. N.. superintendent of |

If this |

went to Washington
Assistant Secretary of the Navy
" Hackett was on  business at the
academy and after finlshing hia dutles
nsgked to see one of these tyo midship-

That afternoon

men, with whom he waa personally
acquainted. The midshipman ecould
not ba Jocated The authorities

thought it very strange, because the
department of discipline is expected to
put ite finger on any midshipman at
a moment's notice.

A special investigation followed that
resulted in the detection of the es-
| capade. It could only have happened
i by some mdshipman who was on duty
failing to report the absence of the

|

|
|
|
|
|

Marjorie Stinson.

O Miss Marjorle Stinson, known
among the aeronauts as the
“baby aviatrice,” belongs the

distinctlon of being the only woman
‘o become a member of the United

two delinquent midshipmen. He was
| found. Then he bholdly told she |
academic authorities that he would |
not report a classmate. That e .'\|
“rate” among the midshipmen stood |

Not so with Richmond Pearson Hob-
son--no “rates” Kept him from the
performance of his duty. It was sald
of him, “He would report his room-
mate,” {f {t was his duty to do ro.

Many good rules and “rates” obtain,
but others that find their way into

the code’” are ridiculous.

|

Following s a set of rules for
plehes:
“No plebe must walk in lover's

lane unless he has his mopher with |

him.

gress the hazipg investigations nnwt
are all in star chamber courts at the '
Naval Academy unless the accused'

Jemands a naval court-martial for his
trial. No midshipman accused of haz-
'ng has ever asked it. Publicity of his
misdemeanor is, apparently, regarded
Ly the hazer as worse than dlsmissal,

Two statements are current as to the
way in which the pregent hazing was
1lgcovered. One report sava that Lieut,
A. M. Cohen, U. 8 N, of the executive
lepartment, formerly called the “de.
nartment of discipline,” whose special
luty 18 to lnok after the order of the
Naval Academy, unearthed the “run-
ning" and hazing which brought Into
being the present board of Investiga-
tlon, whose powers only extend to
the finding of a verdict of gulity or
wot, If gulity, the cases will be passed
.bon by the superintendent of the
Naval Academy and the Becretary of

the Navy. This {8 almost a formality, |
is the act of Congress provides for

he dlsmissal of all midshipmen found

gullty of hazing, and even of those

oresent while it is ln progress, though
they take no part in the proceedings.

The second account gives the credit
of the detection of hazing and bringing
the knowledge of it to the eara of the
authorities of the academy to an irate
New York father, whose son was given
soap and water with which to wash

nimself, and, at the end of repeated '

iblutions, “was ordered to drink the
rontents of his basin."

It transpired that an upper classman
who rated tha hazer prevented the
wrder from being carried out, but the
‘ather of the plebe learned of it and
Informed the academy authorities,

Naturally, it is asked, “How can the
upper class men do these things and
the offlcers not know {t?" The

inawer is—there are L00 rooms in the '

ilving house of the midshipmen, Ban-

rroft Hall, and often only one officer |

»f the day on duty, with a few aids.
Thus it s impossible to watch every
point at once in this, one of the
ongest bulldings in the world. Then
he hazera set out sentriea to glve

warning of the step of authority.

[lesides all of these precautions the
plebe  generally  would  rather die
imder his treatment
lzer,
hat it I8 now sald the plehes
ire evea sworn not to inform on their
urmentors. Then the last weapon of
lefence of the hazers is their official
wuthorlty. When a plebe resists their
anlawful orders they put him on the
morning report for any  offence he
wmmits and he may soon face a churge
M ®naptitude for the naval servien' hiy
naving maore than the allotted number
! damerite. and I then subject to
lismissal,  This I8 called
midshipman on the pap,”

Onee in the history
Academy the fourth cluss did rebel
They massed for the fight in the
ippor corridor of their quarters. The
Aticer in charge heard the noise and

e up and stopped the open acts of
velhigurency.

of the Naval

than tell on his |
This has been carried so far

“putting a

Tius  prescnt qurlh‘

“Omly first and second class men
may eit on the benches on the main
walk, first class men on the northwest
bench and eecond class men on the
northeast one,

“On an upper class man entering a
plehe’'s room the plebe must stand up
and turn his face to the wall, I

“Plebes must not laugh at any joke |
told by an upper class man

“Plehes must turn corners square.

“They must answer ‘sir' in their re-
plies to questions by upper class men. |

“Ilehes on coming out of !hrlrf
rooms for a dArink of water muast put'
on their caps and gloves and button
up their blouses before going to the
cooler.

|

|
1

States Aviators Reserve, 8he still has
another distinction. Bhe is the young-

cat woman in the world to pilot an |

asroplane,

Miss Stinson became a full fladged
flier last August, and hae been recog-
nized as such by the Aero Club of

“Plebes must not look at the bul-
letin boards of the upper class men.

“Plebes . when ordered must wind
up the clocks of upper class men.

“Plebes must not ‘fusa’ with the
girls.

“Plebes must go up and down stairs
in Ba oft Hall close to the wall.

19 st ‘net look upper class
men in, the face." ¥

The pleben OComposipg. thin year's
class, according to the imvestigation

/now in progress at the Naval Acad-:

emy, have been compelled:

To stand face to the wall, with arma
outstretched, since all plebes, must
face the wall as soon as’ an'upper
class man enters his room,’

To tell where they come from and
to give a personal history of them-
Ealves,

To write letters to upper classmen
on board the ships in the NMoads of
Annapolis composing the summer
practice squadron asking th~m “how
they liked the cruise in the Chesa-
peake.” TPhe detentlon in the bay was

America, which has granted her a
regular license. ®he has followed in
the footsteps of her sister, Miss Kath-
erine Stinson, who won her degrea
two years ago. The elder sister went
to San Antonlo, Tex., whers she con-
ducted a school of aeropautics and
told the achool children about aero-
planes,

The S8tineon slsters are
known women

the hest
fliera In this country

|

anything but a pleasure, and conse- |

| quently auch an Inquiry was a great
offence and would certainly be pun-
ished when the upper class men re-
turned to the Naval Academy

To debate the question,
make the hest husbands,
| ingle men?®" "
| To wpell their names after the or-
| tography and manner of tha hﬂdnhlg-
*roen. For Instance, atandime apright
before his Interrogator, the piche would
reply in this manner: “Rir-M-air-e-
Alr-n-pir-g-air-e-sir-r-sir-Menzor-sir.”

Ta elimb on top of his wardrobe and
make a dive from it to his bel

To get up several times in the night
and take a shower bath.

To dance, aing and make speeches.

To act as an orderiy and & % under
a hench In the academy grounds,

To report at gunfire, 9:30 I, M at
an upper clare men's room and to stand

“Which

married or |

Nearer view of the youngest girl aviator.
Above—Katherine Stinson at the wheel of her machine.

met with fatal accldents or given up

In the repartee contests in which
plebes are gallow 4l to indulge when in-
terrogated by upper class men one

smart fourth ciass man proved so su-
perior in his replies to @ sccond class |
man that it delighted a first «loss man |
to the extent that he took naval
neaphyte under hig wind and when the
second .-'“ men attempted v molest
the plebe aguin the firer ¢lass man
rajged the finger of suthprity and, gom-,
manded the annovance to ¢onla

An amuging incldent of the present
epldemic of hazing oceurred within the

ontside portnls of Nancroft Hall, A
{ vivilian, acermpanicd by several of
his fourth class acquaintances, was

{

i

|

on hig head, after the Nava! Academy |

fashion
To bend over a chair and be spanked

Draw

n by Rene Bull

w, 17
it

i’l 'y

f
t‘p:;i‘:'u o

With apologies to a well known brand of soap.

passing the northeast corner of one of
the angies of Buncroft Hall, He saw'
& number «f midshipmen gathered in
itg alcove, and thinkilng some public
function was in progress stepped {n-
side and lonked There he saw two
plebes on thelr knees surronnded hy a
erowd of upper « They were

Ass Mmen

butting heads together like two mad
goats,  Finding that he was trespass-
ing the civillan heat a hasty retreat,
bt he found himself companioniess
, Tha plebes that wers with him, ohe-
Eerving  w wiax in progress and
fearing that thelr services might be
required in the pla had fled the
sCene The hnzers had sentries oyt

| shoes

watcehing for
in Authority

approach of any one

tne of the incldents of the passing
wave of virulent hazing it alwavs
eXIgt8 in a chronle form - jg the prac-

tiee of some upper ciags men of coming
nto a plebe’'s rom and seeing somes
thing they npeed - from stamps
aml of taking possesgion with-

tn

"out the usual forms of barter and ex-
change,

| moval

From the establishment of the Naval
Academy, October 10, 1840, to it re-
to Newport, R, 1, in 1861,
thZ.HL‘. as a custieom was unknown at
the academy. Rear Admiral Mahan is
authority for this statement. Having
been raised at or near West Point,
where the system was in vogue, he

L was surprised on 2oming to the Naval

Acadenwy to find that the usage did not
exist there,

When the civil war broke out the

, Airst and second classes wers ordered

to sea, and the third class was the
'only one that went with the Naval
Academy in 1861 to Newport. This

class had not been suffcient'y indoc-!
trinated into the good fellowship of
the institution to keep up the old cuys-
tom of seeking out a new arrival and
offering to him acts of kindness and

 friendship: nor were the seniors there

, napolis in

to enforce the amiabie rule. The mid-
shipmen at Newport hegan to indulge
in horseplays at the expense of the
plebe class, and so hazing developed,
When the academy returned to An-
1866 hazing was an estabe-
lished system. The authorities of !
the school set vigorously to work to
stop i1, and g0 earnest were they ahout
the matter that an upper class man in
great Indignation exclaimed, “They

|

|
[ won't let you look at a plebe now!'"

Then, ag now, there were upper class
men who opposed the system and one
high minded first class man hay ing
caught some midshipmen hazing plehes

(and having reported them to the offi-

| obtaing

cers was soundly berated by his ¢lass-
mates.  But there was no more hazing
of plebes when he was on duty

There {8 one part of the code that
well nigh  universal obser-
vanee secrecy nhout acts of hazing
and running. There (s a common con-
sent on the part of all the midshpmen
to protect a hazer whether or not they
take part in such acts or approve or
disapprove of them

As moon ag It |= Jearned that an in- |
vestigation of hazing I8 on foot by the

| academy authorities the plebe who {s

 summoned hefore a

conrt-margal or |
commission of investigators |s waited
on by upper clags men and inducementa
in the way of implied promises not to
molegt him again are held out to him
to go light In his testimnony.

In one case In 1906 a midshipman |

[

|

other

-t

and hairbreadth esscapes. Miss Harrlet

At present, as the ploneers have «uht‘rl the adventure after exciting mnm--m.-ajl;mm'hy_ the first woman aviator of

about to go hefore a court of inveati- l written records of the Naval Academy,

gation as a witness was hazed by an
upper class man
scious. He was revived by water and
hazed anew until he again |ost con-
sciousness. His econdition being dis-
covered by an officer, the injured

yvouth was =ent to,.the hospital, where
the surgeon f%'ﬂ! 4 Btate
that his life wn® 'n' dafger. Nothing

coul induwce the plebe’ to . tell what

{

..t\l.\‘.ﬂ ','; L

afo
nlatﬂ:n\

America, her Life.  Miss Matilda
Moissant, anoher famous alr explorer,
after many wrecks and a fire that
destroyed her machine, retired. RBut

knowiedge of the dangers of aviation

Jost

| does not Aaunt the Stinson sisters, who

|

1

until he fell uncon-|

regard fiying as the finest sport in
the world, and who would be glad to
have an opportunity to show what
they could do should thelr services ba
required by the Government,

A few weeks ago Miss Katherine

The old, old custom of “cussin’ out”
has stiil to be endured by the prezent
plebe class. The upper class men do
this to them In a style that would
make the ordinary man shudder, Thes
are ingenfously inventive {n caolning
profane expressions that border vn the

hiasphemous, while still showing a re-

’

markahle ingenuity expression,
Moreaver, plebes are required to “cuss

was the matter with him. There was  out” others at the order of the hazer

testimony, however, and the

hazer was dlamissed’” from
academy,

The prezent board eof investlgation
inta hazing at the Naval Academy
consigta of Commander John Fore'
Hines, 1" B. N, senfor member; Com-
mander Joel! R. P. Pringle, 1°. 8 N.,
and Commander James J. Raby, 1°. 8
N.. memhers, and Lieut. A. M Cohen
1". B N recorder,

Seventeen midshipmen are charged
with the offence of hazing. The pro
ceedings may unearth more offenders

The duties of the hoard ar» not easy
Res'de  fndeging otherwise giod and
capable midshipmen, they are called
upon to pass judgment in some cases
that mav ruln the naval carcer of the
song of thelr own friends,

No findings and no recommendations

from the acting superintendent of the
Naval Academy, Capt. Lioyd H. Chand.
ler. 17, 8. N, have yet heen made publie,

The character of hazing viries aec-
cording to the mind of the hazer. It
has heen said by graduates of the
Naval Academy over and over agaln
that the mes st hazers in their sev-

erial eclasses were the pygmies
eally

physl-

and mentally, of their arganiza-

tions midshipmen who never gradns-
ated Knowing their bodi'ly defects

they took advantage of tha gentiment
that made the class memhsr=hip sup-
port each other and gave atrocious or-
ders to see them exgguted Y1y men su-
perior In form and talent. There is,
however, a proviso fn the code that
allowa a plebe, when he thinks that an
improper arder has been given him, to
appeal to the president of tie upper
class men to have judgment rendered
whether ar not the arder wng a legal
one and should be obeved, This regu.
lation s seldom invoked. Tre plehe
generally oheys or fights  Sometimes
he does the latter, and more than once
he has come off more than victor,
Midshipman De Lany in the 14 acad-
emy dave, resalsted. He had several
combats and ghowed such p'uck that
the upper class men stopped hazing
him, much to the diagust of hiy fellow

While the midshipmen will not vol- |
the |untarily eradicate hazing, it {8 a curi-

ous And suggestve fact that of twenty
officers asked to give their opinion on
hazing by the Congressional com-
mittee that examined rhese conditions
In the Naval Academy n 1905 not one
approved of {t. Not only was It their
opinlon that only the mean and des-
picable In each claszs ndulged in se-
vere and brutal hazine, but an officer
now connected with (he staff of the
navy and once a midshipman sald that
even ghould a hazer be graduated bad
lack and dishonor generally follows
him in the service

A large part of the hazing s sald
by some to be due to the pusillanimity
the plehes aldn't

ol “Why VOl Ase
Jeert your manhood?” asked Rear Ad-
iniral Mahan once when he was on

a board of investization when a plehe
I'ad told him of the indignities dhat
"e muffered. The fourth class men,
kuwever, enter the academy expect-
{1F ] take the Insul*y and to have
taeir seif-respect lowered with the

‘ldea that it is justifed by custom

claremen, who were jeaous and Indig-
ithat day all classes left behind at the

nant at his exemption,

A few years ago a plebe was hazed |

during the summer out in the open
until he fell uneconscions He was
smuggled Into Baneroft Hall without
the knowiedge of the officers. The
next morning at breakfast an upper
clagg man, as the piebe took the salt

cellar, sald, with an insulting meaning,
“1 would like to have some of that”

The worm turned. He sald to the
upper ciagsgs man, “I am tired of this
I do not need to stay in this academy
I gave up a $35 a week job to come
here. 1 can lick you and your whole
class."

He began |t
curred,  His roommate, frightened at
his boldness, changed rooms, but the
aronsed piebe fought on until his tor-
mentors called off the econtest

The most noted of all the brave acts
of resisting plebes happened soon after
the elvil war., A six footer from Ten-
nessgee was ordered to ring the bell on
the old United States ship Santee,
moored at the academy wharf, out of
He refused, The fourth class
was then quartered on the Bantee, At
gun fire, 9:30 1. M., and release from
rooms, twenty-six midshipmen of the
third class appeared on shiphoard and
one laid hands on the Tennesseean's
hammock. He jumped out of bed, with
a bowle knife in one hand and a re-
volver in the other, and chased twenty-
#IXx third clars men up and <ff the
whart. This incident is among the

For a brief time hazing ceased after

the Congressional {nvestigation of
1905, The sanfor class promised not
to haze. The next clars would not
promise, much to the disgust of the
Congresalonal committee, They re-
ferred to the actlon of this elass in
their report and maid that that class

needed to he watdhed

The midshipmen allege in defence of
hazing that it rakes the conceit out
of the plebes. The reason why hazing
persists, said an officer on returning
from a session of a court-martial try-
Ing hazers, seems to be that no thord
class wants [t sald that hazing ceased
when thelr class was the yvoungster
class, Midshipman Churchill Hum-
phrey, president of the senior ¢lass in
1906, sald to the Congressional com-
mittee that the s stem existed hecanse
upper class men desired to ahow “insect
Authority™ over the pletes

The night of all nights in the haz-
Ing meason I8 the evening of the first
clase garman. This takes place on the
day bhefore commencement

day tm
Naval Academy step up a pace, The
plebes  become  youngsters, or thi«l
class men, and can, according to the
well eatablished traditions of the Naval
Academy, he hazed no more This
night then is the only time when old
scorea may be settled and existing ¢iys-
tome ohserved. The plehes are hunted
llke a hare hefore the hounds, and their
fur is fairly taken off. The last ger-
man accurred on Thursday night. June
3. That evening the hazing of the
plebes by the upper class men was de-

clared without parallel In fts exten-
slveness,  Lancroft Hall was a ver)-
"table “rough house"

On the night of Monday, Mav 21

Fight after fight oc.'

of this year, after the performanee of
the Masqueraders, the dramatic o
roclation of the midshipmen, had been
wiven, at 1 A. M, when the regiment
of midshipmen had heen up until afer
midnight, a giant fire cracker was ox-
ploded in Bancroft Mall. Al hands
ware aroused for a night inspect
or a “pajama parade’ as the mi Iship
men call it. This done, the «xploder
of the bomb canfessed and was sent 1o
the Melna Mercedes for imprisonm. nt
and punirhment, A plehe was 1o
culprit,  The only reason slleged to
Account for his rash conduct was that
he had been hazed toc often with ho
shower baths and that he turned tahles
and hazed the whole of the regiment 10
Ee®' even

A few vears ago methers
of the plebe class" stopped the ger-

1)

e of e

Katherine Stinson.

| Stingon went out to Californis and

brought back the famous motor wh.,:J
the late l.incoln leachy was using
when he took his fatal plungs 8k
has had it installed In her flvine me
chine, and expects to do specta
feats with ite aud
“Afrald? No, indeed,” gay 8

son gisters “Why worry® Wy ‘
only die once™ And it seemse p
philogophy, even though it dew T
from two young girls who b As
life mizht mean a great Jdeal to th
|

man night hazing. Her son 1004 K
80 the report goes, What Wias [ifopose
and she went stralght e uft
and uncoverel the tended 1
the plebes. That night ore Wihs
hazing, for every upjpar closs man soe
in the corridors of Bancraft Hall b
to glve an account of himse' !  Th
plebes curlously were most i1

with thelr classmate who had

his mother Informat of 1!
| tended foray upon them

Capt. John H. Gihoons, 17 & N w

was superintendent of the Nuval Aca
emy from May 15, 1011, 1o Februaty ’
1914, made a vigorous effort to ey}
l press  hazing 11 1] 1t foun
lelass men that he would punish am
midshipman who even submitted @

{ hazing. No plebes were made pul J
exampiea. The hazed midshipr

ways thinks it a point P!
protect the hazer | CY ‘
ha = under oath it t
comes out \
No foreign student at the acader
is ever hazed. There used to be Jaj
anese midshipmen there A pis
working hard to catch up to the pass
ing mark s geldom molest 1
plebe who has made ¢ f PAAT
s exempt
ON THE BRINK
..I )" VO ERA 1.\‘ 'ru"‘r‘l
ing rres e
water's  eder asied
man who has theorls for al
slons and a habit of disclnsing the
to whomever may be within eareh
The twa acqualntances withy wh
ha was watching a Yt
with whom he had £ e
week at the sppslde. gaw T Wl
avolding the admissinn that tha f
ure in gquesti n wns witt 1 r
of vision
“Wel proceeded the W i
about to enunclade ar r
ig quite evident that he a!
enter the cold water Ve isa a
difiealty in screwing 1nt i
tion up to the p t of it
plunge Nouw some | ¥ U
ple fact, w 1 ‘ 1
ride hiz timidity, but t- n $ 0
assured evidence of
gence. He i tn pll p 4
of greater Intellectiy «
than the lLathers you i
the water
“His r of tha s! t nt
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