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_THE

PARK ROW DEBATING SOCIETY DRAWS MANY FANATICS

Open Daily From 8 A. M. to 5:30
P.M., With War Bulletins for Texts
and Franklin Presiding

4 T 8 o'clock every morning there
begin to collect about the
statue of Henjamin Franklin
at the confluence of Park row

wnd Nassan street the memhsrs of the

“urk Row Debating Roclety, formed

& the interests of international [¥s-

rice, democtracy and the age old desire

vl man to have himself heard. At

£:30 o'clock in the afternoon a single

policeman disperses the soclety, It
grumbles a little about restriction of
freedom of apeech;: but At disperses,

The Park Row Debating Society is
pecullar among the deliberative as-
eemblies and forums of the world. It
has no rules; it never .reaches a con-
clusion; it never takes a vote. Its
leader of discussion |s the newspaper
bulletin board: Its limitation on dis-
cusalon’'s scope, the human under-
standing. It talks for the sake of
talking and listens to talk for the sake
of the conflict of arguments, races and
personalities.

It assumes as an axiom that the

Unlited States is the greatest and hap- |
i= domi= |

piest country in the world,
nated by the consideration of the war,
cheers subduedly at shows of anger,
and is founded on the freedom of
mpeech, confining its most yvielent dif-
ferencea to words, except when an In-
kult Is offered to the United States
tiv It speaks with the ac-
cent and exhibits the pecullarities of
all the northern races of 1Sur:pe, The
Latin seems not to care for il
“You are a German! Bah!" says
the Englishman,

“Neffer mint where 1 wases born: | :

am an American citizen and as an
American citizen it |gs. my privilege
to sapeak out vat I think.” shouts the
German in reply. * .

“Where were you born?"  Yon're a
foreigner,” demands a flashily dressed
clerk of a black haired Bliv preach-
ing socialism. '

“It maker no difference where 1 was
born,” replies the Slav ARERressively.
“This is a free country and 1 have a
right of speech. As a matter of fact,
I was Lborn here.”

“That's right!” the crowd nine times
out of ten comments in approval.

The Englishman and the German
may stand for an hour with their
faces so close that there is harely
room to shake their fists at each
other, casting insults generically,
raeially and individually, until breath-
lessness, Lut no trouble results. But
when some one smirches the Ameri-
can flag the soclety s Inclined to mob
him.

Why the members argue is an in-
teresting question. The reason is very
evident in the case of the red faced
lawyer in the. Paim Beach suit -and
cheap Panama hat, who uses a cigar
stub in emphasiging his remarks. Hé
has been dr.nking. \

“Now sce,” observes a InllKy, plucid
Cerman, as the lawyer, having con-
cluded with triumphant inanify that
his opponent, another German, should
be shot dt sunrise for treason, moves
out of the circle, “Dot man iss had a
leedle bit too much and ise foolish."

Whereupon he himself is challenged
as being an  anti-prohibitionist, and
the loyalty of the German American,
# subject to which discussion has nat-
urally gravitated for a time, is for-
gotten. It is an excellent hold. The
German has pointedl out with his
own lips an example of the evil of
aloohol, He spars confusedly for time
There are jeers. A debating soclety
acquaintence indulges In some innu-
endoes about its being impossible to
stand for what you helieved was right
when all your money was left to yvou
by your father, who was a distiller.

“Whose vader wass a dlstiller™ de. | Merica first and after that for the o day. though in the gamut of accusa-  the
mands the German, angry at his bait- I little Frenchmen and the “Rooshians” | tions agalnst the sincerity of your to be de:

ing.
Personalities follow, and
man retires in the end, flin;

the Ger-
15 a last

centres about the Clermand® They do
not argue with equanimity, Numbers
usually put "them on the defensive,
They are apt to be jarge of abdomen,
splendid beard. When they are
called “boobs” they splutter., Finally

the attitude of the German American
is the al] absorbing quest'on of the
day.

why don't vou go back and Aight?" cry |
thelr balters continually and the Ger-
mans almost weep with rage in ex-
plaining that any ons with sense could
gee that the Briti#h navy wouldn't et
them,

“What did yvou ever come over here
for, If you think Germany counts for
more than this?" |8 ancther cry.

Bhould American citizens embark on
English shipa? Of course not. Enter |
a logical mind and, with a1y air of get-
ting fairly at the point of view cf the
apeaker, says: “You have a perfect
right to go up And jump off the Wool- |
worth Huilding, but you don't do It
Now as | understand your nrgument]
that s the way with American citizens |
| on English ships,™
| “Yes, dat is it,” pays the speaker,

“But you haven't any right to jumpl

ff the Woolworth Bullding,” comes |
back the logical mifd, springing his

trap. “A pollceman If he sees you
I will arregt you for attempted suicide.
| Therefore the two situations are not
lallke, and therefore— And amid
!lho plaudits of the crowd he talks the
| German off his feet and out of the
| circle. - ?

In Another circle they are covering
{exhaustively the questicn of whether
| international law can be considered
| as existent with' only a moral sanc-
tion. Another German s upholding
the npgatlve with all the arguments
{in the battery. Those who know nudge
| one another and say “professional” in
'a whisper to those who don't, “Hired
by Bernstorff,” they add. “Talks all
the way from Columbus Circle down
every day. Never a stroke of work.”
| A huge Irisbman ‘with blue' eves
and 4 huge fist interrupts with the

information forcefully conveved in a

brogue, that he doesn't care about
| what they call International lnw, that
llw'a an Irishman, that Eng.and has
|

treated Ire.and ULadly, but that the
little Frenchmen and the “"Rooshiang”
have helped America, that if they get

“If you think =0 much of Germany, |

| pacity, and the ulterior motives which
|lead him to chamgion his particular
cause s

There can be no suspicion of se-
“rm-y. You advertise yourself to all
| who care to argue. There are no
‘Hlm‘n-'y tests, no citizen's papers, no
|[-m';lmnrmi|r,\' rules. Fifty separate
srguments are progres=ing and if none
f« to your Lking you can start for
vourself a fAfty-first,

S0 long as you don't block traffie
and don't uee language tending to an
immediate violence you

Only two other restrictions are pres-
ent, one growing from the conception
of the liberty of the individual, the
other democratic. On rare occasions
vou may go too far in personal re-
marks to a too morose person, and he
will seek retalintion, » Again you must
retain a certaln respect for the United
Stutes and ite fing,

Park Row Debating Club as

another

man just because somebanly Cpbane it = FET DR i RONCTHILY
tells him to8nd waves a flag—in other = il t Row Deluting
words, a fool s t . ne W LAl
The ‘professionals"  alredy re- | ttajuette to en
ferred to are a mysterious clags. There The “profes ' W oo v they
I v perfoctly definite  Impress on ¥ b long T wlers He
umong the experienced of the crowd N wld w1 : that form the hig

|
| licked there’ll be nobody to help and

| the Germans will come over and lick
| this country next, and that he's for

and even for the English
lthn_\"re for America.

Here a socialist is expounding his

becausa

5 Types in Park Row Debating Society.

that every morning they report at the i)
German consulate for orders and re-

turn in the evening for their pay, $3.00

ROl fudr start an argu-
ment in roup, wateh it blaze with
L fatherly satisfacting
next 'I.\I t )
ving intensq

heerver they appear

|
|
}

COUNTRY TOWN OFFERS MUCH
TO ANY BRIGHT YOUNG MAN

e 'VE bellever ‘
I YOung men getting out of the "¢ will be
clty, especially New York,"” said | ;‘<'~)|'|lv.|‘|l-r‘.n(\m\ town. I'm too oid
a Broad sgtreet business man, “And l;.l..n\g. bt let me tell vou that New
particularly those young | York isn‘t the place on the map
men getting outr who are educated and r““""' life s worth living”

who

always been a in | next vear when 1 see him here again

on his wedding trip as the
believe in only

ttid move on to !

pleasure from |

of the most prominent efti- '
o

Partisans stand for minutes glaring steadily,

word over his shoulder
pnnounces from lhas cirele of onlookers

An Irishmun | doctrines of brotherly

nomic profit as the cause of war

love and eco-
He has

thi' he likes o linten to a good ar- never secn a Mexlcan. He has nothing
gument, but personalities make him  against Mexicans Why should he
tired, and If there 13 no one to take | tuke n gun and go down and shoot
up the gauntlet the group dissolves | Mexicans? 1t is all a matter of profit

emong adjoining groups

It i5 euny 1o see why derelicts
come, 1t s their vocation They
probably sleep in o lodging house on

| andd logs, war,

Usually digscussions of this type oc-
cur in (he younger circles. A boy who
works In a wholesale firm on Broad-

the Bowery and lunch on eoffee and | way demands the socialist's opinion of
rolls fur a cent in the park at noon. | the United States, The socialist agrees
Their coat collurs are usuully shiny, that jt I8 the greatest country in the
thelir ties unkempt, their clothes world

spotted, their fuces unshaven They “If 1t hadn't been for Washington
are true hoboes, sometimes, of indi- and other *patriots being willing to
viduality and confidence, who before | take a gun we wouldn't have had the
the rough court are worthy foes for | Constitution, we wouldn't have had
any one; more often they talk des- | the country, you wouldn't be enjoying
perately llke men with their backs | the privileges you are now," ArgUCS

to the wall

Then there are the socialists, though
fewer of course than in other gathers-
ing places uptown, black haired for
the most part, loudly declaring war on
the present civillzed worlid. Then there
are Gernan reservists snd other Ger-
nlu-l"l gecking an opportunity to fight '
e English sentiment, backed by the | in the say our own taxation and
sympathy of thelr own Kind; and then ! carry on commerce as we wished, we
there Is the wandering population | would be a colony now, George Wash-
which is caught by the cluster and the | ington or no teorge Washington., It's
statue in passing and siips clowly | purely dellars and cents.”
round the edge ke twiss against a | he vouchsafes a definition of
snag In the current patriotism which says that a patriot is

the hoy

Huad he been a man and in another
group he would have added something
slurring about the hovel In Kurope,
where the socialilst would be
among the pigs

“Not a all,” cries the socialist, “Had
England been willing to let us share

on

Then

living |

It s plain that the chief interest " a4 man who goes over and .hm.ullnn gesturcs of protest, 1 Iuppusw‘.lrlulnm."
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seen from the Sun Building.

|
|
|
|

| 18 some one

Are respon- |
sible to the police for no indiscretions.

An assembly that is the ¢l tring
house for the argument of the siesy,
without polities, universully  fran.
chised, almost without limitatione Pg.
the bug, the fanatic, the drifter, tha
unappreciated reasonable man, ey,
to listen and contesy gy
he has words to say,

Benjamin Franklin, who looke as i
he should be the leader of the debs,
towers above the society in ronze ayg
verdigris on his pedestal, but i= laree)y
ignored. The fuces are turned from

him toward the bulletin boards o
more immediate interest The i"ap
Row Debating Boclety, however has

a position In the I'ng row of delit e
assemblies of Lhistory, and

connected with Franklin,  For 14
lin, wise and past 80, signed the
stitution with the that

vision the
painted sun behind the Pre fit's
chair was rising, and the socp s
something that he woulld have me

prehended in the rise,

",
‘—(4.-'

the i work Their arguments  are |(n ¢ henet { every
| usually the stock ones, they are hard i 1 in honored
headod, and they seldom yield to mers 1 jury of one's
atfirmation and  calling of names. ' ju
| Thesa follow thei ratr Anid w t more sultalde place than
The policeman who watches the | 4 oooure p bulletin board?
1'a1 RHow [ebath is a phi- Ihere p o f " inual
wopher of or it 0" beats ' gapies of topi wi all the rapidity
talkin® guff about a lot o' things they | (he mind could w They lead to
« tor leave to those who Know any  subject  desirable Noooone des
scmething about ‘em.” i= his unofficial mands that the discussion b evant
summary of Taking off from a ten word Paris
fut the policeman lacks training in | despateh on the latest Zeppelin rald
democrat "y Every citizen It may nle the universe It will
I a consequent.y every citizen ool those questions the
| bas a right to an opinion, which it 1= of Wt ire puzzling
fal assume s just as good as t! 1= well as less comprehen-
next citizen’s.  Why not show him so, | sive matters, such as the nationality ~
nd in a place where the differencel|of one's opponent, his mental inca- Looks like a ﬁght. but it isn't.
e
|

have heen accustomed to some | g )
soclal recognition With small sal- | SUBWAY SCIENCE. :
arles, small for New York at least, and | ——— |
not knowing the kind of people they | I'TH  admirable restraint she |

1 huai fsq > -
|ha\-- been accustomed io, they uri had lstened to the man de
kgt o ot A A S == ’ fending  himself and  those

F ) v o A i i "
mighty apt to « £ Wrong wa) brothers that fill the seats of the eve- endeavor-
“A year ago | knew here a young | ning exprosses, those miscreants
fellow of the kind 1 describe. He w:u'] who, on the entrance of a m-nnn.'
P laste heir 8 1 he ALY J
a nice chap and had a fairly good ! '48t¢Nn their eyes to the newspaper as

IT 1t were the will of a bachelor uncls
position as a mechanical draughtsman | naming them as the favored helr.
and designer. He had an offer to go| “Wello then” she inquired plain-
to a ocountry town up State as nim"‘l i meeting his taunt about the

- standing woman Wwuncing on eac
draughtsman and designer in a h-"\ I = : kol
vacated seat as hers by preordained
tory and came to ask me about It |rjght “what are we to do? As a
There was no advance of saulary, the ! subway traveller vou know as well as
future didn't promise much more than i" that WOoIman miust [ irry a baby
g . A Ve a4 near expiring look o be 85
his New York place and he liked the _ ! LI o
or over Lo stir tender masouline svin-
| glamour of the great city so well that | pathy to the sierificial rite of stand.
he didn't want to leave |t At onoee in her stead Aid vet, without
I began arguing for the different mode | SN under any of these heads, she
4 / miy be tired enough to deserve a seat

of living he would have in the country ¢ 2 4 :

i nis giving SN i ] 10 Eet one
town, the less cost of living and (he | with her wits through her eves,
|social advantages he would have, and | “No, really, not by ‘saucering.' but
a lot more muking them see, making them

3 reald the signs For instance, the
“He listened e and went Last n 4 f
€ d v me and we . tirand Central sura can be felt as
week I met him on the street, down | well as seen.  There I8 an air of euse
here on a week's vacation He was jand plenty about the man bound for
tooking fine and 1 asked him if he | Ardsley or Greenwich that cannot es-
»al ape the.discerning, He is most likely
elt i s he looked. Well, he ! : ’
{ as good as he looked v h ta be found seated near the middle
wag enthusiastic over hig job and over door, scanning the nmrarket page of one
his country town life. He told me that | o o sheaf of newspapers he carries
he lived at the hotel- electric Hghis | e s unmistakably labelled for exit
hot and cold water, baths, and all| g Kast Fortve-second street,
the conveniences at five dollars a “Spot the muan or woman that reads
weelk for everything, that he belonged | between anxion glances aronnd o
to the baseball club and thelr nim el the imes of stations amd vou
|could beat anything in sight, that he [ ape in the way of finding & modicum
;uwlml an automoblle, that he was all | o pepose on your homeward Journey
right with the best people in toan 80=1  “Phe passenger that sits with a
‘clally and that he was saving money. kind of prim but wideawiake unright-
“He had done it all In a year, and  pess is working out a plan of early |
though the town hasn't more than | egress without self-mutiliatlon |
l\um_\-ﬂ\'u‘mmlr‘.‘.t people and s not *Hut tl vider that settles down |
near a city of size he wasn't enough [ comfortably to his mental pabulum or |
¢ a rube In his clothes to be noticed  canfection, his siesta or his soul com-
in Broadway In fact, he was splek  munings i going  through o Var
and span from head to foot and abowt | Cortlandt or Brons Park. 1Por the st
the cheeriest speciinen of young man ! hunter he 8 worse than neglizible:
I wave seen in a long time, T asked  he's an immovable obstraction  that
him how he would lHke to come back | doesn't  brighten  the  seatles 0nne's
to New York. and you should have seen o watehfulness with even an “;“-“.:“t

Among the many interesting feature articles are:

Future of the A B C Alliance,
now so prominent because of the
Mexican situation.

Chief Magistrate McAdoo
tells of the Poor Man’s Court and
plans for its betterment.

men.

ing abroad are fed.

And Be Sure to Get

Of Sixteen Pages

| With Its Pictorial Supplement
and Special Feature Magazine

Offers an Unusually Interesting and Artistic Number

Adorning a double page is a photograph of U. S. destroyers
racing at express train speed in the recent manceuvres off Block

Island to throw a smoke screen, novel in naval warfare, about the
dreadnought fleet.

A portrait of Ambassador von Bernstorff forms the frontispiece
and the other pages record events in every field of current human

Labor Day a true American
holiday, being a symposium of
the early lives of widely known

War Relief furnished by the
U. S. tells in detail how the starv- '

Read Next SUNDAY'’S SUN

The Pictorial Supplement
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