
PARK ROW DEBATING SOCIETY DRAWS MANY FANATICS
Open Daily From 8 A. M. to 5:30
P. M., With War Bulletins for Texts

and Franklin Presiding
H o'clock every inorninR there

AT begin to collect about the
statue of llpiijamln Kmnklln
at the eonflucuce of I'ark row

nd Nassau ftreet the ntemhtr of the
irn Row Iehatlii(t Society, formed
. the, Interests of International 'le-'.c- e,

detnorfacy and the aar old desire
vt man to have himself heard. At
liM o'clock in the nfternnnn I ulnRle
ji llceman disperses the society. It
(crumbles a little about restriction of
freedom of speech; hut It disperses.

The Purk How Debuting Society Is
IK CUllar am na the deliberative as-

semblies and forums of the world. It
has no rules: It never reaches a con-
clusion; It never takes a vote. Its
leader of discussion Is the newspaper
bulletin b ard: Its limitation on dis-

cussion's scope, the human under-
standing. It talks for the sake of
talking and listens to talk for the sake
of the conflict of arguments, races and
personalities.

tt assumes as an axiom that the
lulled States is the greatest and hap-
piest country In the world, la domi-
nated by the consideration of the war.
cheers subduedly at shows Of nngir.
find Is founded n the freedom of
speech, confining Its most iylent dif-
ferences to words, except when an In
sult Is offered to the I'nlted Unites

illjf it speak with the ac- -
cent and exhibits the peculiarities of
all the northern races of ICur. pe, The i

Latin seems not to care for it.
Tou arc u Herman! Hah!" says

the KnulNliman. j
"Neffer mint where 1 vrs born;'l

am an American citizen and us an i

American citlien It Iss . my privilege
to apeak out vat I think." shouts the
German In reply. '

"Where were you horn?" Yon'rc a
foreigner." demands flashily dressed
clerk Of I black haired Bl'a'v preach- -
lug s( iallsm.

"It makes no difference where 1 was
Lorn," replies the Slav aggressively.
"Thla Is a free country and I have a
right of speech. As a matter of fuct.
I was born here."

"That's right:" the crowd nine times
out of ten comments In approval. i

The Kngllshmun and the German
may stand for an hour with their
faces so close that there Is barely
loom to shake their fists at each
other, casting Insults generlc.illy.
luelally and individually, until breath- -
lesaness. but no trouble results Bill
when some one smirches the Ameri-ea- n

flag the society Is inclined to mob
lum.

Why the memliers argue Is an In-

teresting question. The reason is very
evident In the case of the red faced
lawyer in the Palm- Heach suit and
cheap Panama hat. who uses a cigar
Mub In emphuslalng his remarks. He
has been dr.nklng.

"Now see." observes a bulky, placid
:erman. as the lawyer, having con-

cluded with triumphant inanity that
his opponent, another Cierman. should
be shot at sundae for treason, moves
out of the circle. "Dot man iss had u
lcedlc bit too much and Iss foolish."

vnereuH.n ne nimseir l challenged
ns bcliiK an ant lonist. and t

the loyalty of the German American,
subject to which 1scusslon has nat-

ural!) gravitated for a time. Is for-
gotten, it is an excellent hold. The
German has polnte.l out with his
own Hps an example of the evil of
nloohol. He spars confusedly fur time
There are Jeers. A debuting society
acquaintance indulges In some innu-- 1

endues about its In Ins Impossible to
stand for what you believed was right
when all your money was left to you
by your father, who was a distiller.

"Whose vuder wnss a dlstll'.er?" de- - j

mends the Herman, angry at his bait- -
turn.

Iersonallties follow, and the Oer-ma- ji

retires In the end, flln; a last I

steadily.
word om i ins shoulder, A" Irishman
announces from ins cirols of onlookers
tha hi' likes lo listen to a good ar-
gument, inn personalities make him
tired, and if there is no one to take
up the gauntlet the group dissolves
amoiiK adjoining groups,

It is easy lo see why Hie derelicts
gome, II is their vocation. They
probably BlOgp in a lodgliu; bouse on
the Bowery and lunch on coffee and
lolls for a cent in the park at noon.
Their coat collars are usually shiny,
their ties unkempt, their clothes
spot led, their faces unshaven. They
are true hoboes, sometimes, of Ind-
ividuality and confidence, who before
the rough court are worthy foes for
any one; more often they talk

like men with their backs
to the wall.

Then there are the socialists, though
fewer of course than in other gather-
ing places black hatred for
the most part, loudly declaring war on
the present civilized world, Then there
Are Qg.tUin reservists Mid other tjer
nians seeking an lo right

e F.ngii ;h sentiment, backed by the
sympathy of their own kind, ami then
there Is the wandering population
Which is caught by the cluster and Ihe
gtatue in passing and ,ips oWl)
round the edge like twins against a
anag in the current.

It la plum that the chief interest

centres about the QarnMlnP They do
not argue with equanimity. Numbers
usually put 'them on the defensive.
They arc apt to be large of abdomen,
splendid of lieard. When they are
cal ed "boobs" they splutter. Finally
the attitude of the German American
is the all absorbing cpiest'on of the
day.

"If you think sa much of tl'rmany.
why don't you go back and light'.'" cry
their baiters continually and the Her-
mans almost weep with rage in ex-

plaining that any one with sense could
see that the llrltlsh na y wouldn't let
them.

"What did you ever come over here
for. If you think Germany counts for
more than this?" Is sn ther cry.

Should American citizens embark on
Knglish ships? i if course not. Knter
a Ingle al mind and. with ! air of get-

ting fairly at the point of lew it the
speaker, says: "You have a perfect
right to go up and Jump off the Wool-wort- h

Huildlng. but y u don't do It
Now M I understand your argument
that Is the way wjlh American citizens
on Kugllsh ships."

"Yes, dat Is It." gays the speaker.
"Hut you haven't any right to Jump

ff the Woolworth Huildlng," coms
hack "tile logical mlml. springing his
trai. "A policeman If he sees you
will urr'st you for attempted suicide.
Therefore the tWo situations are not
alike, and therefore " And amid
the plaudits of the crowd he talks the
German off his feet and out of the
circle.

In another circle they are covering
exhaustively the quest!' n of whether
International law can be considered
as existent with' only a moral sanc-
tion. Another German Is upholding
the negative with all the arguments
In the battery. Those who know nudge
one another and say "professional" in
a whisper to these who don't. "Mired
by Hernstorff." they add. "Talks all
the way from Columbus Circle down
every d. Never a stroke of work."

A huge Irishman 'with blue' eye
and .1 huge fist interrupts with the,
information forcefully conveyed In a
brogue, that he doesn't rare about
what they call International law, that
he's sn Irishman, thai Kng.and has
treated Ire. and badly, but that the
little Kl ein lime i and the "ftooshlani"
have htlptd America, that if they get

licked there'll lie nobody to help and
the Germans will come over and tick
this country next, and that he's for
America first and after that for the
little Frenchmen and the "Kooshlans"
and even for the English because
they're for America.

Here a socialist is expounding his

Partisans stand for minutes glaring

uptown,

opportunit)

doctrine! of brotherly love and eco-
nomic profit as I he cause of war. He has
never si , ii a Mexican. He has nothing
sgalnsl Mexicans, Why should he
lake a gun and go down and shoot
Mexicans? it is an a matter of prom
and Ions. war.

t'SUally discussions of this type oc- -

cur in ihe younger circles. A boy who
works in a wholesale firm on Broad-
way demands the socialist's opinion of
Hie United States. The socialist agrees
that It Is tlie greatest COURtr)' in the
world.

"If it hadn't been for Washington
Slid Other 'patriots being willing to
take a gun we wouldn't have had the
Constitution, we wouldn't have had
the Country, you wouldn't be enjoying
the privileges you are now." argues
Ihe hoy.

! Had lie lcen a man and in another
J group he would have added something

slurring about the hovel in Kurope.
when ths socialist would tie living
among the pigs.

"Not a all," cries the socialist. Hud
KngMnd been Willing to let us share
in the say on our own taxation and

I tarry on commerce as we wished, we
would lie a colony now. George Wash-Ingto- n

or no George Washington. It's
purely dollars and cents."

Then he vouchsafes definition of
patriotism which says thai a patriot Is
a man who " over and shoots
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man Just because lomebod)
tells him IOnd waves a May in Othl r
words, a fool.

The 'professionals" alrtld r
ferreil to are a mysterious las. There
l u perTeetly deflnlta Irapresaioti
among tin experienced of the crowds

'

Types in Park Row Debating Society.
that every morning they report ut the
tiermun consulate for orders and re-

turn In the evening for their juiy. $1.60
a day. though In the gamut of accusa-
tions against the sincerity of your

COUNTRY TOWN OFFERS MUCH
ANY BRIGHT YOUNG MAN

T ''K alnt
I oung

i.Ns been a believer In

men getting out of the
city, especially New York." said

B Broad street business man. "And
particularly believe in those young
men getting out Who are educated and
who have been accustomed to some
social recognition, With small sal-

aries, small for New York at leusi t ml

not knowing the kind of people they
have lieen accustomed to, they are
mighty apt to drift the wrong way.

"A year ago I knew here a young
fellow of the kind I describe. He was
a nice chap and had a fairly good
position as a mechanical draughtsman
and designer. He had an offer to go
to a country town up Siate as g

draughtsman and designer in a fac-

tory and came to ask me about it.

There was no advance of sauvry, the
future didn't promise much more than
his NOW Yolk place and be liked the
glamour of the great city so well that
he didn't want to leave it At once
I began arguing for the different mode
of living he would have in the country
town, tlie less ciwl of living and the
social advantages be would have, and
a lot more.

"He listened to me and went. Last
week I met him on ihe street, down
here on a weeks vacation lie was
looking fine ami i asked him if he

felt as good as he looked Well, he
was enthusiastic oxer ins job and ovei
his country town life. He told me that
he lived at the hotel electrlo lights,
hot and cold water, hatha, ami ail
the convenience! at live dollars s
week for everything, thai he belonged
to the baseball club and their nun
could beat anything in sight, thai be
owned an automobile, that he WAN all
right with ihe best people In tuivn so-

cially and that he was ggvlng money,
"He had done il all In a year, and

though the town b isn't more than
twenty-liv- e Jiundred people and is noi
near a city of siz-- lie wasn't enough
i a rube In his clothes to be noticed
in Broadway, In fact, he was spick
and span fiotu head to foot and about
the cheeriest specimen of young man
I -- ave seen in a lout: time I askel
him how he would like In come hat k
to New York and you should have teen
his gestures of protest. 1 luypoal
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Park Row Debating Club as seen from the Sun Building.
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t. tli! suspicion - generally IheU work. Their arguments arc
d in the I'ark How Debating usually the stock ones, tiny arc hard

;m i one Which ir is against br.ubd. anil the;, seldom yield to mete
lo empln)

whoever they
tut among the leaden of the

odd groups thtt form the b;g

society, Tiny fairly start an argu-
ment in one group, watch it blaze with
.i father!) twtlefactlon, and move on to
the next. To ti e observer they appear
to be deriving intense pleasure from

TO
next year When I see him here again
he will be on bis wedding trip as the

son-in-la- w of the most prominent ctti-xe- n

of the town. I'm too old to
change, but let nie tell you that New
York Isn't the only place on the map
where life Is worth living"

SUBWAY SCIENCE.

W

professionals,"

ITII admirable restraint she
had listened to the man de-

fending himself and those
brothers thai fill the seats of the eve-
ning expresses. ihose miscreants
who, on tii, entrance of a woman,
fasten their eyei to the newspaper as
if it were the will or a bachelor uncle
naming them as the favored heir.

"Well, then." she inquired plain-
tively, .u meeting hl taunt about the
standing woman pouncing on each
vacated seat as hers by preordained
right, "whit are Wa Ul do? As a
subway traveller you know as well as
I that .i Woman must carry a baby.
lave a near expiring look or be 18
or over to stir tender nuU! uline syin- -

pathy to tha sacrificial rite of stand-
ing in her stead. And ct. without
Coming under any of these heads, she
may he tired enough to deserve u seat
or ills giving, So ie his to get one
with her wits through her eyes.

"No, really, not by sauccring.' but
by making them sec. making them
read lh signs. For instance, the
Urand Central aura can be reit as
well us seen. There is an uir or case
ami plenty about the man bound for
Ardslev or Greenwich thai cannot es-

cape the. discerning. Ho is most likely
to be found seated near the middle
door, scanning the market page of one
of a sheaf of newspapers he carries
He is uniuist akably labelled for exit
at Fast Forty-secon- d street.

"Spot tlie man ur woman thai reads
between nnXlolls atices around to
catch the names uf stations and you
are in the way of finding a modicum
uf repose on your homeward Journey

"The passenger that sits with u
kind of prim inn wideawake uprivht-nea- i

is working uul plan of early
egress without

"Hut tl' rider that settles down
romfortubly to his mental pabulum or
confection, his siesta or Ins soul com-
munings is going through lo Van
Cortland! or Bronx i'ark. For ihe oral
hunter be is won.,, tf iun negligible;
he's an Immovable obstruction thai
dueenl brighten the leatless oite'i
watohfulnean with even gj agreeable

j delusion."

i afllrmatlon and calllna of names
j Tins - follow in their train.

The policeman who sratchea thr
I'ark How Debating Society is a phi
loaopher of one type, "A lol o' beats
t.ilkln' Kiiff about a lot o' things they
i iialn to leave to those who know
s, met lung about Vm." is his unofficial
summary of it

Hut the policeman lacks tralnlnir in
democratic theory, EOvery cltlsan has

I a vole: consequent y every citizen
I has a rlghl to an opinion, which It is
fair 10 assume is Just as g.,.d as the
next citizen s. Why not show him so.
and in u place where the difference

i

nut) lie to the benefit of every-
body and fore the tlnic honored
safeguard of liberty- - a Jury of one's
peers.

Ami what more suitable place than
a square by publ c bulletin board?
There puss before you a continual
series of topics with all the rapidity
the mind could w.!.. Tin y lead to
any subject desirable. Ho one de-

mands that the discussion be relevant,
Taking off from a ten word Paris
despatch on the latest Zeppelin raid
it may Inc ude the universe, it will
doubtless ens der those questions the
great minds of the world are puzzling
over still, as we II us less comprehen-
sive matters, such as tin- - nationality
of one's opponent, his mental inca- -

of the A B C
now so the

of the and
for its

pacltv, and the ulterior motives which
lead him to champion his particular
cause.

There can be no suspicion of se-

crecy. You advertise yourself to all
Who care to argue. There are no
literacy tests, no citizen's papers, no
parliamentary rules. Fifty separate
i rgumeiits nre progressing and if none
I., to your ll.tng you can start for
oitrseif a tlfty-llrs- t.

So long as you don't block traffic
mid don't use language tending to an
Immediate violence you nre respon-
sible to the police for no Indiscretions,
(inly two Otter restrictions nre pres-

ent, one growing from the conception
of the liberty of the Individual, the
other democratic, on rare occnslons
you niHy go too far In personal re-

marks to a too morose person, and be
will seek retaliation. Again you must
retain a certain respect for the I'nlted
Stales and Its Has.

the

An assembly that is the CleitrtM
house for the argument of Um suett,
without poll! 'OB, universally fraB.
chised. almost without limitation f0.
the bug, the fanatic, the drifter, tlis
unappreciated reasonable man, II r

Is some one to listen and cont'-- : if
he has words to say.

Henjamln Franklin, who looks ss f

he should be the leader of the d
towers above the society in bfonSQ gn
verdigris on his pedestal, but Is largely
Ignored. Ti e faces are turned fnrn
him toward the bulletin boards of
morn immediate interest. The ,r,.
Row Society, however hit
a In the long row of debatlnn
assemblies of history, and nre
connected with I'ranUlin. I 'or ! 'i nk-ll-

wise and past signed Ihe (nt.
stitutlon with the vision thai tln
painted sun behind the I'resld nt
chair was rising, and the society ,
seimethlng that lie would have eon.
prehended 111 the rise.

Looks like a fight, but it isn't.

NEXT SUNDAY'S SUN
With Its Pictorial Supplement
and Special Feature Magazine

Offers an Unusually Interesting and Artistic Number

Adorning a double page is a photograph of U. S. destroyers
racing at express train speed in the recent manoeuvres off Block
Island to throw a smoke screen, novel in naval warfare, about the
dreadnought fleet.

A portrait of Ambassador von Bernstorff forms the frontispiece
and the other pages record events in every field of current human
endeavor.

Among many interesting feature articles are:

Future Alliance,
prominent because of

Mexican situation.

Chief Magistrate McAdoo
tells Poor Man's Court
plans betterment.

Debating
position

Labor Day a true American
holiday, being a symposium of
the early lives of widely known
men.

War Relief furnished by the
U. S. tells in detail how the starv-
ing abroad are fed.

Read Next SUNDAY'S SUN
And Be Sure to Get

The Pictorial Supplement
Of Sixteen Pages

ORDER EARLY FROM YOUR NEWSDEALER


