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THE COLLAPSE OF

Effort to Wreak Ven.
geance on Suffering
Race for Her Own

]

Incompetence Said to

Have Failed

. #y HERMAN BERNSTEIN,

Editor of “The Day.”

[ HE Russian conspiracy agalnst

i the Jewish peopls has col-

I lapsed. Thousands of Jews

have been executed by the

Russian troops without trial on the

general charge that they have be-

trayed Russla. Close to 760,000 Jews
have been driven from their homea by
the Russian armles, which have
purned, plundered and destroyed Jew-
ish settlements. Jewish children were
killed in the course of these cruel ex-
pulelons, Jewish ‘women weres out-
raged, many old and young people
wera driven insane and Jewish houses
of prayer were desecrated and demol-

@ghed by the Russian troops.

And behind this terrible Jewish
eatastrophe, behind this attempt ¢to
crucify all Russian Jewry, the Com-
mander in Chief of all the Russian
armies and his Generals have been
trying to hide their incompetence, de-
moralization and corruption as we'l
as the treachery of the Ruasian sys-

tem that has led to the unparalieled
defeats of the Rusgian troopes.

The Hussinn military authorities
eaused the expulsion of the Jewish

atlon

popu from many provinces in
Russia, declaring this to be a military

| —
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measure for safeguarding the Russian

armies from the Jews, whom they
branded as spies and traitors. The |
Russian  courts, even the military '
courts, have failed in their attempts
to prove even In a single instance
that this accusation had any sub- |
gantal basis,  But Russian officers of
the highest ranpk, members of the De-
pariment of the Minister of the In- |
e have been convicted and hanged |
for h.gh treason. Nevertheless the |
Russtan  military authorities have |
spread the cruel legend against (hof
Jews n Russia and in the lands of the |
Allles and the poison thus disseml-
pated  has  already caused untold
N om and suffering and preju-
dice and hatred.

iy these expulsions the Russian |
auth i#8 have been endeavoring to |
prove that the Jews are disloyal and
treacherous, For they had no other

proof. Having been defeated upon
the field of battle by their enemy and
by toeir own demoralized system they
wreaked their vengeance upon the une- |
fortunate, unarmed Jewish men and
women and children—relatives of the
400 009 Jewish goldiers in the armies—
and sought to justify themselves be-
fore their own people and before the
ouiside world—to justify the collapse
of the'r military forces by blaming the
Jewe,

No ona can tell with any degree of
eeriainty that this inhuman policy of
vengeance, this cowardly hiding be-
tind the women and children they
have kept in bondage, this deliberate
uprooting of the economic life of
whole provinces, not for military or
gtratewical purposes but out of ven-
geance and mockery, this concentra-
tion of the attention of the mlilitary
autl rities on the persecution of the
Jew sh people instead of upon the in-
tercst« of the entire Russian people
no one can say with certainty that all
this 1« uot largely responsible for the
terrible calamities that have befallen
the Russian forces.

The hand of historic justice has
manifested iteelf in Russia. A nation
that has consistently and cruelly op-
pressed and persecuted the weaker
nationalitles  constituting its  own
population cannot pose as the savior
and defender of weaker nationalities
abri

\ Government that has pursued a
eriminal policy of vengeance agalnst
{ts own population can hardly pose as
a saint in international] policies. It is
hypocrisy run mad.

When the military authorities who
have been in supreme command of
Russin showed themselves in all their
weakness and all their crueity, when
the press of America and elsewhere |

commenced to make known to the
world the horrors that have been i
committed by the Russian military

orities, when the representatives

ant
of the Russian people inally musteral |
courage tell the truth in the Duma !
the Nussian Government, perplexed
and confused, decided to make certala
eon essinns to [ts own people. \
I s mepiracy against the Jewisgh
pe avolved in the charge of
wholesale treason has now collapsed
The cssion made now by the Coun-

il o Ministers in enlarging the ale

of &tilement proves that Russia her-
#elf does not believe in the IPuPﬂd"|
the (iovernment has invented against |
the Jews

A few days ago T Inquired of Pre-
mier Goremykine whether Russia was |
now planning to abolish the Fale of

Rett ement, that |s, whether Russia
woull remove the restriction which |
prot « the Jews from settling out-
#ide certain provinces set aslde f0r|

them, | received the following tele-
gram from the Premler in English:

“The Council of Ministers in view |
extraordinary circumstances of Wal'l
times and henceforth until general re-
vislon in established order of acting
regulations concerning Jews author-
feed the Home Minister to permit
Jews to abide in cities out of lines
of their general settlement except the
capitals and localitles belonging to
Cossick settlementsa

“J, GOREMYKINE."

The fact that the Russlan Council
bf Ministers has decided to permit
Jews to settle in various parts of
Hussia, where they had no right to
reslde before, disproves eloguently the
wholesale accusations made against
the Jews, If they really feared Jew-
ish treachery they would hardly per-
mit them to settle outside the Pale of
Bettlement,

This congession was made hecause
they have sommenced to realize what
erimes they have committed against
ths Jewish people and what they have
Jost through this persecution of their
own population. ‘They have realized |
this only when public opinion outside
eommenced to condemn it, after the
consclence of the Russian people pro-
tested n the Duma, and only after the
milltary quthorities had demonstrated
thelr  demoralization and incompe-
tenee

Hu' we should not overestimate the
concess,ons made by the Russian Gov-
frement  under such pressure. It
#honld be recalled that the “Constitu-
ton" was granted to Russia under
pressure, when the wave of revolution
Was sweeping over the Russian Em-

|
]

| thousands of threads to the sconomic

Ay A el
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| Jews fleeing from Lublin when

the Russians in their

pire No sooner had  the autocracy
regained its power than one reform
afler another was revoked, and the
tussian Constitution became, in the
term of the late Count Witte, a corpse

There i= no law in Hussia with re-
gard to the Jews that does not con-
tain the word “except.,” Thus the new
concession contains the clause “ex-
cept the capitals and localities be-
longing to the Cossack settlements.”
And besides, according to Premlier
Goremykine's statement, the Jews will
be permitted “to abide in-cities out of
the lines of their general settlement.”
which means that they will not he
permitted to settle in villages, that
they will be prohibited from acquiring
land and tilling the soil. These dis-
criminations and exceptions make the
new concession of but slight import-
ance,

In fact, the Novoye Vremya, the
semi-ofMicial organ of the Government,
has hastened to assure Its readers
that this concession should-not be re-
garded as a change In the course of
Russia's policies toward  the Jews, |
But the Rirzheviya Vedomosti cor-
rectly comments on this subject:

“We must not swerve, we must not
turn away from the only prnvtualj
solution of the question, which cannot
be solved by half measures, We must
do the duty of our conscience and
reason—abolish the Pale of Settlement
once for all, without any humiliating

exceptions for the country and for|
the Jews, No other solution Is pos-
gible,”

What the Russian Government and
the military authorities’ have done to
the Jews durlng the war, how Jewish
communities. have been uprooted, how
hundreds of thousands of men, women |
and children have been driven from |
their homesg and left to shift for them-
selves under the open sky and then
driven away again is recorded In the
following account which s based upon
records gathered froan Russlan news-
papers, authenticated by the Russian |
censor, and which therefgre gives only
a pale picture of the horrois,

The ' materinl has been carefully
gathered . from the legul tussian
press by the Geuneral Jewish Working-
men's Union in Lithuaoia, Poland and
Russia.

Last year the Forelgn Commities of
the Bund (the union of workingmen's

| the night

| were

| Yesterday and

their homes were destroyed by
retreat from Galicia.

for their expulsion. Tn a few min-
utes this ant hill rushed into the street
and ran off shouting and crying to the
train. They carrled children, old peo-
ple, packs of their belongings, They
jostled one another as they climbed
into the cars. All platforms, every
inch of space. every roof, were cov-
ered with human beings. It was a
sort of a live snake of human bodjes.”

Accordling to the most conservative
fgures (Novy Voskhod, No. §) there
came to Warsaw in the last days of
January not legs than 30,000 Jewish
refugees, These figures are doubtless
much below the actual number, which
may be seen from the fact that in two
davs, January 25 and 26, 20,000 Jewish
refugees arrived in Warsaw (Haint
No. 22, of January 28).

The ' pleture of wholesale ruination
of human beings appears before us
in all its horror even on reading the
dry accounts of the arrival of the
refugees in Warsaw, as described in
newspapers scrutinized by the Russian
censor. Thus, the Hainf, on January
28, sald:

“All day yesterday and all night
wagons were passing through the
streets of Warsaw with old men and
women, with young women and chlil-
dren, shivering with cold and pressing
close to one another. Behind them,
hent and downcast, walked the men
for whom there was no room in the
wagons, All night long the chilled
Jews wandered through the streets

L of Warsaw, not knowing where to rest

thelr heads and where
ald.

“From time to time the stillness of
was broken Ly the cries

to turn for

of the cold and hungry children and
by the sohs of the women. * ©® ®
Only an insignificant number of the

enormous mass of refugees were for- |

tunate enough to
find room in the trains. Those who
too  poor hire A wagon, or
those from places removed-from the
ralroad line, came to Warsaw on foot,
to-day the first party

secure wagons or

1o

uf
here, The:e wanderers could not even
take their pillows along, as they had
to carry thelr children, their old people
and their sick.”

Since the end of January the ex-
pul=ion of the Jews has not stopped.
The newspapers recorded these expul-
slons as ordinary occurrences in Rus-

organizations) appealed (o the public

opinfon of the civilized world and  slan life, as they recorded the raids
called atiention. to_the medi@val bar- | upon Jews outside the Pale of Set-
barism of the. Russian Government  tiement. The Novy Voskhod of Feb-
which had undertaken acrusade of ruary 27 said

annihilation againgt. milliong of Jews, “New parties of refugees are con-

It pointed out that, aside from the tra- |
ditional pogrpms. the Government
commenced to resort to whilesale ex-
pulsions of Jewish communities from
various regions, which do not stir the
imagination’as pogroms and the viola-|
tion' of women*and' the mutilation of
bodies, but which are worse even than
pogroms because of their ruinous and |
destructive conseqyences,

Since that time! eight months have
elapsed. The expulsions of Jews have
not only not. bheen stopped, but have |
become  ordinary everyday occur-
rences.  That ‘which had seemed Im-
possible even in' Russia, justly styled |
the lahd of unlimited' possibllities, has |
now: become a sad actuality; the|
wholesale expulgions of Jews have as- |
sumed colossal proportions and are ex- |

tended beyond ' the boundaries of|
Poland ' to Lithuania and  the Baltic
provinces,

“The Pale of Settlement,” the prov-
inces met aside for Jewish domicile,
has become, the arena of migrations of

hundreds of «thousands of people
driven from plice to place by th--l
caprice of* the. authorities, The au-|
thorities. who were unable to wage

war agalnst the enemy are ‘manifest- |
ing amazing ipgenuity and energy in
the organization of a  war against
their own unarmed population, In the
course of a few hours or at the very
best in the course of a few days lhvyl
drive the .Jewish population out of
cltles or regions, they ruin the life of
these cltles or regions and with the
methods of experienced pogrom mak-
ers turn Into a desert the enor-
mous provinces which are bound hy

life of the rest of Russia.

The expulsions of Jews were re-
newed in the Polish provinces with !
unprecedented energy lust .Iunuur,\'.;
The correspondent of the Ketch wrote: |
“A wave, a gigantic wave, of thou- |
mands of people rose like a high wall |
and rushed toward Warsaw after
January 256. The Jews were compelled |
to leave within twelve hours the
places which were indicated “On
January 25" resumed the correspond-
ent, “1 wan in Grodzisk and saw how
the police knocked on the windows of
Jewish houses,ithus giving - the signals

tinuing five in Warsaw from
new places, particularly from the Gov-
ernment of PPlock These new refu-
gees tell of the horrors they experi-
enced on the way, News has also been
received of wholesale ‘flights’ from. the
Government of Lomza. The inhabi-
tants of Yedvabna had to flee, in hap-
hazard manner, in various directions,
and thére were cases of murders of
women and of plunder.”

How large tlie number of Jewish
refugees In Warsaw was may - be seen
from the fact that in May it was nec-
essary to glve relief to 140,000 peaple
(Razsvet No. 21). But by Warsaw
alone it Is impossible to judge the ex-
tent of the expulsions, for many of
the refugees have gone to other cen-
tres in the Pollsh provinces, Thus,
1,000 Jewirh refugees from nelghhor-
ing towns arrived In Kleltz In Janu-
ary and 1,600 in Radom (Haint, Nos,
23 and 24).

In March, according to the Dziennik
Polsl:l (No. 45), In the Governments
of Kieltz and Radom, In certain dis-
tricts near the region of military oper-

ar

ations, they commenced the expulsion |

All
station

of the entire Jewish population,
Jews, without regard to age,
or degree of wealth—all without ex-
ception—were expelled. In the 'be-
ginning of May 15,000 Jews were ex-
pelled from the Governments of Kieltz
and Radom to the Government of
Laublin; three districts were set aside
for them in the Government of Lauhblin,
the Lubat, Radinsk and Sokolov dis-
tricts (Reteh, No, 127).

Even In unfortunate Lomza, whence
the Jews were fleeing, there gathered
900 families of Jewish refugees. These
were for the most part from Yedvabna
who were driven to Lomza, and then
there were algo inhabltants of Nov-
gorod and Piotnicl, suburbs of Lomza,
whence the Jewish population was
also expelled (Yevreiskaya Nedypelya,
No., 2),

Here it may be mentioned that dur-
ing the period of these expulsions the
Russian authorities continued to prac-
tise their methods of taking hostages
from their own people. The Nouvy
Voakhod of March 13 wrote:

“In‘the* Governrents 'of' Rhdom and

gees who came on foot arrived !

Premier Goremykine.

Kieltz the most prominent Jewish rep-
regentatives and rabbis were arrested
and exiled to distant parts of Russia,
I In Novaya Alexandria alone, which is
the centre for these hostuges, there
wers forty rabbis a few days ago.”
During the month of July the num-
ber of refugees In Warsaw has not
grown, This was due to the fact that
the authorities no longer allowed them
to come there, but directed them to
the right bank of the Vistula. This
iof course led to still greater privi-
‘tions for the refugees, for more or less

[adequate relief could be given them |

only in large cities having a large
Jewish population, Thus the Joews ex-

| pelled in May frorn. Mogilnitsi, of the
. » - H
Government of Warsaw, 5,000 of whom !

{ were sent to the right bank of the Vis-
tula, spent three dayvs umnder the apen
sky, having nothing with which they
could cover themselves, since they
were compelled to leave their town in
"haste and had not the time to take

!un.\lhhu: along with them. The refu- |

'gees from Rozhanl, of the Government
of Lomza, about 150 families, were in
the same predicament. For two davs
‘they were lyving in the flelds near

Ostrov, but were not allowed to enter !

the town
*1," 24, v.).
| A terrible picture of the condition
of the Jews in Poland is given in the
accounts of the representatives of the
Moscow Jewish Relief Commitiee for

(Yevreighapa Nedyelya No.

War Sufferers, who travelled through !

| the Polish provinces. This 18 what one
of the representatives wrote concern-
ing the condition of the in the
Government of Lomza:

“It is not epough to say that
tJewish population there s ruined

this word does not describe the
horror of the situation. The people

have bheen thrown upon a deserted

road, as after a shipwreck or an earth-
Iquake. Thousands of families, tens of
| thousands of people, almost naked and
[ Larefooted, with children in their arms,
lold and young, are wandering over the
|Nl‘l)i|1| towns in’search of shelter and
|bread.  No ome has been spared by
| migfortune, all have become equal, and
|the people who were wealthy but ves-
|terday are begging to-day for a few
||m|.|nd-1 of potatoes.” (Yevreishapa

Nedyelya, No, 2, v)).
f The Zemlya Lubelska (No. 111) thus
| sums the expulsion policy in Poland:

“In extraordinary times there are
| extraordinary events. The so-called
| elreumstances of wartime have led to
i interesting changes in the Polish lands
| which constitute the theatre of war.
[In regions where the Jews constituted
|nmré than 80 per cent. of the entire
 population of a town not a single Jew
could be found now."

In April the expulsions were ex-
| tended to the Government of Suwalki,
forming as It were the connecting
province between Poland and Lithu-
ania. The authoritles introduced a
aew element into their methods of ex-
pulsion here-—their Ingenuity in the
domain of repressions I8 houndless,
Here the expelled Jews were placed in
the position of prisoners, they were de-
prived of the right of selecting a place
of domicile even in the ale of Settle-
{ment and were furnished with pass-
! ports for certain districts,

At times they were convoyed by
guards, They were not allowed to en-
Lter the larger cities on thelr way, even

for a brief rest, and when they suc-

Jews

the
fon
real

| ceeded in entering some of the larger |

cities while the police were not watch-
ing them, they were soon driven out
mercilessly.
| The Novy Voskhod of April 17 said
| that tha expulsion of Jews In various
parts of Suwalki had begun. In fts
following Issue it gave some details
concerning these expulslons.

“Last week 350 families suddenly
arrived in Merech, in.the government

of Vilno, from Suwalki. These people,
numbering about 2,000, were furnished
with passports directing them to pass

along to provinces on the Dnieper
River, .

“The town of Yezno, government of
Vilno, s overfilled with Jews ex-
pelled in April froan the small towns
of the governments of Suwalki, Sereye,
Simno, Balverzhishek, I'ren and

Hundreds of families are still

others
'»-x:-n ted here, The
Yezno are fllled with dread as to their
fute Refugees are bwginning to ar-
rive in Vilno from Suwalki, They
dropped all thelr belongings, They
fwere compelled to leave their homes
n the course of a few hours.

“The first party of forty-filve persons

came  from Silena with  passports
bound for Nuade 1w and Kaminka
of the government of Yekatrinosiav,
Some of these refugees left behind
posses=ions worth tens of thousands

of rubles,

families arrived in

| dered to leave Navy Dvor.

inhabitanta of\

l

Many of -them found protection inside the Austrian lines, Two
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' Austrian soldiers may be seen at the left,

By order of the military authorities
the Jewigh :population' of Knishin,
Gonlondz and other towns of the HBye-
lostok district, government of Grodno,
about 6,000 in number, were notified to
leave within three days of May 4
Finally the term was extended to May
13, The Jews were removed to places
in the Pale of Settiement not in the
war zone. (Golos Byclostoka, Retch,
N, 127)

The Yevreiskaya Nedypelya, No, 8,
contained the following siatement. by
the representative of the Moscow Jew-
ish rellef committee, sent from Byelos-
tok on May 80: ' “This week I visited |
Grodno,  All Jewish women and ch!l-
dren are leaving Grodno. Practically
the entire Jewish population leaving.
On the 23d, 650 people were sent away
to Elisavetgrad, to-day they are send-
ing psop.eé away to Berditchev, Rovno
and Vinitsa. About 2,000 are ready to
leave. Part of the Jewish population |
of Sokolsk, government of Grodno, was
ordered to leave: 120 fam'lies were |
ordered to leave Kuznitsi; 110 families, |
that is about 1,000 people, were or- |
Their term

expires June 3."

The Russloye Blovo published a tele-
gram on May 20 from Rovno to the
effect that 260 famlilles arrived there
from the government of Grodno. The
Kievskaya Misl of May 28 sald: “Yes-
terday thers arrived in Kiev a party of
Jews, nmumbering about 600, expelled
from Grodoo until the end of the war, |
The party consists of women, chil-|
dren and a few old men. The Jews |
are going to Elisavetgrad and Ekater- |
inoslav.” The Heaint,. No. 1£8, pub-
lished a telegram from Homel, stating
that 214 refugees arrived: there. from
the government of Grodno. !

In the beginning of May the authori- |
tles commenced to expel the Jews|
from the governments of Kourland |

The second party anrived | And Kovno. According to'the Rizhsky

|
under the convey of guards, Eighty |
the small town of |

Vestnikk (Retch, No. 120) an order was
published on April 20 announcing

Orana, government of Vilno, and 104 | the expulsion of the entire Jewlsh pop-

families of refugees arrived in Shilel,
government of Kovno,”™

The Razsret of May 10 gives more
details concerning these new expul-
sions.  “In Merech there are about
3000 refugees from the government
of Suwalki, They (uinnot be sent fur-
ther because no free transporwation |
could now be secured for them, It is
easy to imagine under what impos-
sible conditions thesa 3,000 refugees

¢ in this little town, which cannot
necommaodate so many people, * @ '1
In Balverzhishelk tl Jews suffered |
tortures and humiliations that were
extraordinary even for Jews and even
at this time —and then they were ex- |

1 * * * Pour hundred fami-|

lirs were compelled to leave Pren”
The record of the expulsion in the
NeWspaApers full of item= which in
countries usual y refer to the
r.obilization of  armies, Thus the
Razsvet, No RAVSE:
a traln ecarrving 300 refugees
Grodpno for Vitebsk, They ware all
expelled from Lipsk, Kopziovo, Sopotz-
kin, Golinki, Kasnopol and Sein in the
government of Suwalki, * * * "Those
who stayed in Grodno have left in large
groups—trainloads - for Vitebsk (600),

is

ather

18,

Mohiiev  (400), Kremenchug  (365),
Uman (200)., (Razsvet No. 19).  All
these tralns were carrying refugees

from the government of Suwalki.

In the end of April and the begin-
nig of May the expulsion of Joews was
started upon a colossal scale and ex-
tended over the territory of the gove
ernments of Grodno, Kovno and Kour-
land., The entire I"ile of Settlement
to its most distant parts was affected
and hundreds of thonsands of people
were driven from their homes,

The authorities commenced (o pre-
| pare for the expulsion of the Jews
{ from the government of Grodno in the
| month of March, According to a
(stntement in the Razsvet of March 29
“more than 300 families veceived no-
I'tice ordering them to leave immedi-
ately. They suceeeded in having their
departure postponed until after Pass-
over,” In the beginning of April a
talegram  was recelved in Zhitomir
from the Jewish Rellef Committee in
Kieyv reading as follows: “Expulsion
of 5,000 women, children and old men
lexpected.,  Among these many women

l employed in Shereshevsky's tobacco
| fuctory.,” (Novy Voskhod, No. 14.)
i After that the Russian newspapers

contilned regularly news items about
:thq- migration of the refugees, Here
| ATe Some exXamp o4

“The first party of refugees, nums-
bering 300, expelled from Grodno, is
aming to HBerditehev within a few
weeks  (Nory Voskhod, No, 18.)

“Refugees from Druzkenik, whence
the entire Jewish population is being
expelled, have arrived i Vilne."
(Razsvet, No, 18.)

i _ .

"On April 14 ; Revel availed'himself’of this{oppor-
left | tyunity to issuecaniomder by *which. all

|
|
i
|

to'be kept oit'of Revel.

ulation from the guvernment of Kour-
land, on or before May ‘4. Tha ex-
peled were permitted to eettle on the
left bank of‘the Dnieper in the gov-
ernments of ‘Mohilev, Chernigov, Pol-
tava, Ekaterinoslav,,Tavriga, with the |
exception of the Crimea. It was de-
clared that-the Jews who ‘would :ml,
leave voluntariy: by May 4, would be
gent away with their families to'one
of the abova, mentloned places on foot,
convoyed by mm_rriu, and would, in ad- '
dition, be tried  for’the violation of!
midtary arders. d

The administration "kept a close !
watch on, the.expelled Jews, fearing
lest some of them might remain in|
the Baltie provinces. Those who went
to Rign for' the! purpose . of " settling
there were compelled to  leave im-
mediately by way of Dvingk to the
government s of Mohilev . (Retch, No!
120). The commandant of ‘the city of

Jews o;;‘Ji~fTPd-frnn| otlier' places ware
In'his onder
he declared:- "I forbidithe arrival in
this fortified reglon of persons of the
Jewlish( falth,. expelldéd on account of
military requirements,from the gov-
ernments  of ¢ Kourland, 'Lifland and
Kovno, and’ gengrally from the zone
of mdlitary. operations.” (Retch, No,
123)

It is hard to sgy with certainty just
how many;Jews were expelled  from
Kourland, *According to, calculations,
the number' was between. 60,000 and
70,000, To estimate ‘the significance
of these fijgures we must beur in,
mind that 'the Jews have the, right
to reside only, in*towns in' Russia with-
in the Pale of Settlement, that Kour-
land |s outside the PPale’of Settlement
and that consequently the Jews must
have llved’ there for:many yvears and
generations and have been part and
parcel of the life of .the towns In'that
province,

It 'is' quite clear that, by«the ex-
pulsion of the Jews of Kourland a
heavy blow was dealt'to that region.
The most important sections lost a con-
siderable portion of thelr population
which was active and ‘useful from an
economle point of view, and thus they
have been practically ruined, 1t was
reported In Mitau that 8,000 Jews left
that city at once and arrived'in Rez-
hitsa, in the Government of Vitebsk
(Razsvet, No, 19),, The Retch (No.
123) said: “After the expulsion of
the Jews ‘from Vindava  only about
1.500 or 2,000 inhabitants:remained in
that town, * * ® All stores and
fuctorles are closed.”

To be just, it must be sald that In
Mitau the Russian' authorities were
generous and, departing from their
general methods, they allowed sev-
eral Jews Lo'remaln’ there, Dr, Feitel-

expelled

berg, a'physician holding a municipal
office;: thae butcher Rolov
sick Jews were permitted to stay there
temporarily.

The expulsions from Kourland em-
braced als=o distric this provs
ince and not mentioned in the order
of April+ 30, for It was ordered
that' the Jews living in the region of
the fortiress of Ust-Dvingk, including
the suburbs of Riga, must leave,

The expulsions assumed the char-
acter of a colossal catastrophe, threat-
ening the ruin of the entire region,
when they reached the government of
Kovno,
ceived the following order from the
highest military authorities:

“In accordance with the order
by the commander of the armies all
Jews without exception must be ex-
pelled from the towns on the west of
the Kovno-Yanov-Vilkomir-Rogov-Po-
naevezh-Posvol-Salata-Bausk line, The
enumerated points are also included
in the number of places from which
the Jews must be expelled,  With
regard to.the Jews who now live in
the places occupled by the German
troopa this order will have to be car-
rled out immediately after the places
will be cleared of the encmy's troops
and. reoccupled by our troops

“The expelled Jews must take up
their residence in the following dis-
tricts: Bakhmutsk, Mariupolsy and
Slavyanosersky, of Government

12 outside

oo

the

of Yekaterinoslav and 'oltavsky, Gad- |

vachsky, Zenkovsky, Kobelyaksy, Kon-
stantinogradsky, lLokhvitsky, Luben-
sky, Mirgorodsky, Romensky and
Khorolsky of the Government of Pol-
tava., The Jews must leave on or be-
fore May o, After that Jows
found on the west of the above men-
tioned !ine wlll be punishable accord-
ing-to military measures and the po-
liee .officials who fail to take the
proper steps for carrying out these
orders will be removed and court-mar=
tialed,

uile

“Notifying vou of this order, 1 re-
quest that after the expulsion of the
entire Jewish population in the dis-
trict under your charge, you inform
me by telegram by midnight of May
O that the entire Jewish population
of the district under »our charge had
left. Keep me informed as to. the

course of expulsions of Jews from the

places’ now occupled by the enemy,
(Retch, No. 127
On the strength of this order the

Joaws were expelled from
towns in the Government of Kovno,
from  the dlstricts of Kovono, Pone-
verh and Vilkomir (Reteh, May 6),

On Sunday, May 3, toward evening
the' police commenced to notify the
Jewish population of Kovno that all

the Jews must jeave the city not later
than 12 o'¢lock on the night of May 5.
Beginning with May 5 trainloads of
Jewa were passing through
the ¢ity of Vilno, The Jews weres noi
permitted ‘to leave the trains at Vilno

(Yevreiskaya Nedycipya, May 24),
About 20,000 Jews were expelled
from Kovno (Retch, Miy ). Anid

ithat the Kovno Jews should not enter-

tain™any hopes of ever
there, the administration was ordered
to.erase their names from the regls-
ters (HMaint, May 20), With regard to
thoge Kovno' Jewg as well as Kourlanl

returning

‘and ' Buwalki Jews, who had gone fo
Vilno before the general expulsion,
the military authorites ordered thelr |

expulsion from Vilno within ten days
((Haint, May 15).

Under such wcircumstances
only two or three days amd sometimes
only aifew hours notive wis given 1o

when

those to be expelled, there could be no |

question as to the liquidation of thelr

affalra. Factories, stores, shops, all
their ' belongings in thelr homes-—ali
were left behind, Ewven the member
of the Imperial Dumi, M. Friedman
of Kovno, was not allowed to go to

Ponevegh to liguidate his own affairs,

Thus the Jews, who could not take
along even the most necessary things
of their praperty, found themsclves
in' the position of paupers at large,

The accounts of the expulsions are
rich in dramatic details which throw
a light upon the sufferings and priva-
tions of the unfortunate Jews, Thus
in‘one of the trains carrving the ex-
pelled the body of a dead child was
found; a paralyzed woman was among
those driven from their homes, others
included an insune man and a woman
uged 100,

The inguiries published in the press
concerning lost relatives produce a
heart rending Impression, In eX=
citement following the haste with
which the Jews wera expelled
their home towns hundreds of children
and women were lost And the people
were looking for for
wives,. children, parents—

thelr relatives

Eisters,

A

and A& fow |

The Kovno administration re- |

given ’

a series of |

from !

RUSSIA'S CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE JEWS

Hand of Historic Justide
Heavy on Czar's Em-
pire. Says Herman
Bernstein, Because of
Inhuman Policy

through the newspapers. As an
ample we reproduce a list of people
jooking for thelr lost relatives pub-
lished on May 28 (June 10) in the
Kievskaya Misl:

“Wa ask you to publish in your e
teamed newspaper the following'lst. of
relatives msought by the Jewa who have
arrived In Hakhmut from Kowno and
the surrounding districts: "

“Mera Lan |8 looking for her husbamd
| Yuda Lan .
|  “Elda Levin is looking for her Qh-

band, Isaac Zusman in. \
] “Haghel Aronson Is looking for
cousin, Relsel Shapiro, with two 1=
dren,

“lea Rrook is looking for her huse
band, Dagvid.

“Abraham Endelstein ia looking : fhv
his parents, Tona and Chaya Endelatein.
“Meyer Liberman is looking for his

wife, Kuna. ¢ 8

“Esther Zalk Is looking for.
Voschin and his wife, W

“Paye Migantz is looking fer ' Hirgh
Magan and his family.

“Peysa Zalzberg Is looking far her
husband, Chalm Fishel,

“Zisya Vinik Is looking for her' h
band, Sholom Leib, and her father,”Is=
rael Chesler,

“Dvoira Engulak is looking for her
son, Itslk, 18 yvears old. .

“lsracl Yankel Korahbelnik is looki

for his son, Hirsh Molshe, and for his
daughter, Esther Rivke Elchik, with
her husband
“Susman Solsky is looking for his wife,
Etya Roda: his daughter, Sheina, '34
veara old, his son-in-law, Ie«ibs Tevys
Friedman, with his wife, Yehudis,'

“Felga Gelman is looking for hee
| father, Elye Gelman.

I “Malke Kirkel is looking for her hus-

band, Herl Kirkel, their son Funk and
his wife, Tolbe, U
“Ethel Kirkel is looking for her hus-
| hand Shloime and ‘her asister, Chg
'Gordon, 19 vears old ; her father, MIF:
Gordon, and her mother, Golda.
“Basya Kirkel is looking for her hus-
{band, Michael Kirkel, '
“S8onya  Beker is looking for har
father, Joseph Beker, and her mother,
Felga *
“Mever Melamdovitch is looking fer
his daughter, Chaya Friedman, with five
| ¢hildrer: (her husband is a soldier).
|  “Ohana Bank Is looking for her ehbfi-
| Aren tiva, 7 yearm old, dark, shart
halr; (iitels, i years old, blond, plump.
The echildren remained in Sata, near
keidan; there remained also her ajd
| mother, Lea Fishleder, 75 vears of age,
| with her daughter-in-law, Relsel Fish-
‘leder, with eight children.
| “Abram Solky is looking for his
' mother and his sister. ¢
i "David Vinik Is looking for his saon,
Leiba, and his four grandchildren, '
“Paya Shuster Is looking for hgr
| daughter, Tsilya, 18 vears old.
“Respectfully vours,
“Tha committee of the Bakhmut' see-
tion of the Soclety for Relleving Jewis
War Sufferers.'” '
The number of peopls lost wasiso
|ereat that special committees and. in-
*fnrmnunn bureaus had to be estah-
lished for the purpose of aidipg the
,relatives in their search,

i The expulsions have caused many

nervous breakdowns and instances:of
complete insanity among the Jews ex-
| pelled. The Vilensky Kuryer of May
| 20 stated that on May 27 elght men-
l!:uli_\' deranged Jews, driven from the
government of Kovno, werea brought
to the Jewish Hospital in Vilno. .In
the course of thres weeks twenty-
p #ight cases of insanity—twenty-six
fwomen and two men—wers registered
among those expelled from their home
wowns, (Yevreiskaya Nedyelya, No. §)

The administration has done every-
thing in its power to make worse the
leonditions under which the Jews wers
being expelled. In most cases the Jewn
of tha Governments of Kourland and
' Kovno were given from five to twenty -
| four hours notice to leave thelr homes.
" i Yerreiskaya Neduyelya, No. 4.) In Riga
the authorities ordered the immediate
levacuation of the city, by the Jews,
|threatening in the event of any delay
lto gend them away as prisoners and
to taka hostages from among the Jew-
jish population. After energetic ef-
forts the Jews succeeded in securing
an extension of their term of evacua-
t.on,
| The refugees lived for many, days
and nights under open skies, for theras
,was no room in the small towns. for
the thousands upen thousands of the
Jews driven from their homes. e -
cording 1o the Russian laws they wers
not allowed to settle in any villagens,
nor could they go to any of the towns
outside the Pala of Settlement. They
were carried from place 1o plaretin
| carea st aside for the transportation of
cattle—men, women and children,
packed like sardines, the old and sigk
and insane among them.

And those who succeeded in finding
'room in one of these cars wers' for-
'tunute, for enormous crowds were
&rm-cmi to walk from town to town.' At
Ithe halting places the refugees under-
went new sufferings. Thus, according
to the Yervreiskaya Nedyelya No, 2,01t
| was reported from Kiev that the Jew-
ish refugees who arrived thera on Mgy
l 19 from the government of Kovne,
|n|nn!|r|‘ng 359 people, were living in
the freight trains—men, women' agd
ehildren—at the Kiev station, awgiting
to be sent to Berditchey and Belaya
Tserkov. IFrom Vitebsk came this re-
port
“In this city there are at present
more than 3,000 refugees, the majorily
of them old men, women and childrep,
unuble to work. The refugees are
"sheltered In the damp, dark syng-
gogues, crowded and huddled together,
sleeping on the floors.” (Yevrelskapae
| Nedyelya No. 3.)

To make things still worse in certain
distriets the refugees having been ex-
pelled from their homes were ordered
to bn expelled again from the new
pluces where they had been permitted
to settle. Thus the Jews expellsd
Cfrom the Makovsky, Pra:s 1ighsky smd
| Ostrolensky districts were’ now for-
bidden to settle within the boundaries
of the military district of Minsk. The
Jews who had settled there were ex-
pelled again.

The fast that women and children
predominated among the refugees s
explained very easily. Most of the
men were in the army, and the Jews
have proportionately a larger repre-
sentution in army than any other
element of the Russian population.

Tha following example is cl!ura[‘-
| teristie,  The Tehernigoy Committee
| tor the Relief Jewish War Suffer-
| pre mude an investigation of 139 fam-
'iew of Jewish refugees (539 people)
| who came to Tehernigov, chiefly from
he Government of Kovno, Among the
refugees wera 310 females and 239

of
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