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THE SUN, SUNDAY,

CAN BAD PLAY WIN
AT ROYAL AUCTION?

Only When Opponent's Play Is
Worse Can Conventions
Be Disregarded.

NOME COMMON ERRORS

During the process of examining the
many example hands thut correspondents
* are good enough to send to Tre BuN
avery week an illustrations of the value
or the defect of some theory or another
there is one feature that seems to be
more prominent and persistent than any
other, and that is the inabliky of the
senders to see the difference between
remiits which are due to bad play and
those which are due to following sound
principles,

The general tones of many of these let-
ters I8, “You do not approve of thia sys-
tem of bidding: dut here is a hand that
showa [t 1a all right, becauss 1 won out
on It." The bidding and play siven !n

support of thia Matement take no note

of the fact that the adversaries con-
tributed to the result by bidding or play
that is either equally bad or worse.

It Is an easy matter for any one to

produce a number of hands in which the

groesest violation of convention has led

to large gains In the score; but In the

majority of cases, If the situation Is
more closely examined, it will be found
that the
fault.

One of the most common errore in bid-

4ing Is overcalling no trumpers second

1and with a suit when the hand holde

«ut no particular promise of going
game, But this error Is oontinually
compensated for by the other side’s push-
nig the no trumper when thelp hands are
not good enough to go game agalnst the
opposing declaration.

“We pushed him up a bit, anyway,”
remurkas the one who bid the sult; to
which*his partner might very aptly re-

tort, “Thank goodneas, they were
foollsh enough to take you out.”

The principal matter of disagreement
umong the general run of players at
present =eems to be on this second hand
overcalling no trumpers with a sult, and
Tur Bvx s continually In receipt of

hands playved in various parts of the

country which seem to prove that tha
bid is all right, and it is worthy of note
that in many cases the senders peem )
glory in the weakness of the hand that
made the Lid, ere is a Lypieal case;
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7 dealt and bid no trump, A two
hearta. The argument in favor of this

declaration is that A has eix trumps
and a mlesing suit. 1t looks as If some
pereons would never learn that no suit
i= tramps until the bldding is fAnished.

What A actuatly holds is six worth-
lesa little hearts and a possible trick in
spades, yet he undertaukes to win the
game against a no trumper. If A can
40 game with his partner's assistance
th* combined hands should be strong
enough to save it agalnst the no
trumper. If they are not strong enough
to save the game at no trumps, they
will never make thelr contract at hearts,
mid may be doubled and set for several
lLiundred point=

Now look at the compensating errors
that lead A to believe that his bidding
was all right and that encourage him
to make the rume sort of hids on hand

after hand afterward, alwayve with the
memory of this glorious euccess as his

EXCUBL

Y bid two spades and B assisted his
partners hearts, Udding three, Z bid
three spades.

This bid I8 a gemn. 7 has not a trick
in the spade #uit nor in hearta, and is
opposed by playeras who think they are
stromg enough 10 win nine tricks against
an alieged no tramper. If Z wants to
take a chance, 1'ls proper bld would be
feur clubs, but | + N0 necessity to
risk it

It should have been wvery fortunate
for Z that A went akead with four hearts
whioh held the contract, althougsh why
Y or Z did not double If either of them
thought the other had any sure tricks
in spadea s a mystery. Tha greater
mystery s that A weng game on tha

. hand. This i how Lo d1d I1:

Decelved hy his partner's agsurd sup-
port of the spade bid, Y led n spnde and
the jack won the first trick. There I8
1no escape ufter that, The singleton chub
in taken out of B's hand at once, and
Z fles to trumps.

Too late. Dummy wins with the nce
and leads a dlamond, with the resuilt
timt A gets in three ruffs In that suit
and B ruffs two clubs, Then a trump
lead knocks the king and gueen to-
gother and A gats In with the long

ta make two tricks In spadea
Four by cards and the game.
that A's heart bid was absolutely sound?

This certatly looks like a knockdown
mumon; fu favor of the second hand's

ding a suit against & no trumper, es-

peclally as the take out suit ia so weak. |

But let us look inte the matter a little
more olosely in order to see whether it
ta the suit hid that wina or the bad
play against it that losea.

Wa have two fundamental primciples
to maintain. First, that If the sult is
strong enough to miake the contract with

the partner's assisiance it should be able

1o save the gume against a no trumper,

as the hund with the long suit has the

sad. Second, that if tho original no
trumper {8 not reasonably sure of game
he should let the sult bid alone and play
to save the game. Let us ses how these
principles apply to this hand.

1f A site tight and says nothing about
the hearts, but leads a small one, B plays
wea and returns the ten, clearing the sult.
Some time later A must make the jack
of clubg and two spade tricks or a dla-
mond and two rpades, together with an-
ather trick in hearts.
game,

Now for the other side of tha ques-
tion, which involves the second principle,
¥'s two spade hid 1a all right, but the
moment ¥ goes to three hearts # should
nave dropped the matter, his assistance
1o the spade Lid being quite unwarranted.

This would leave A to play the hand |ten and made the long spade, loslng | follows:

at hearts, nnd we come to another funda-
mental principls, this time In the matter
of opening leads,

Few perzons seem to recogiize the Im-
portance of

with which he can probably win more
tricks without a trump sult than with
one, whether the trump sult be with him
or opposesd L hum,

If this 1s admitted, sven as a theory,
1t must obviously hoe to the intergst of

the no trump hand to have the trumps |

out of s way if they are opposed to it
Just us wurely aw it is to the interest of
o player willi u long trump sult to ex.
haust his opponent's trumps 5o as to de-
ferid his own high cards In plain sulta
Therefore, when your partner has bld

“

losing side was equally llll

That saves the !

consldering that If thelr |
partner has a no trumper it in & hand |

no trumps and dvops out in the face
of an adverse trump declaration your
opening lend should always be the trump.

Apply this principle to the foregoing
hand and A's heart contract to win four
odd should have been set for two tricks,
or for one trick If Z drops out and lets
3 have It at the three hearts bid by

If the opponents have the top hearts
Z must have the tops In all Y's queen
suits. 1t the oppunents have not the
top hearts Y's lead of the king of hearts
does % no harm. The play could then
g0 only one way.

Dummy wins with the ace of hearts
and leads the club 0 as to establish
the cross ruff. Z wins with the king
and leads the queen of trumps, which
holds. The elght of spades then forces
A to cover with the jack or Y will Jet
the eight ride. Worse than that, A loses
two clubs at the and.

After that dummy has only one ruff
in clubs instead of two and makes only
two spades tricks Instead of three. This
looks as If A's heart bid was a mistake
after all, as it glves Y and Z 118 or
184 points, instead of 20 only, and If they
double, as they should have done when
hearts went to four, It would have Been
316 instead of 20,

Just as a matter of curiosity trans-
pose the hands of Y and B, giving A
all those queens and kings that Y holds,
and A still goes down on a contract to

Here lo the other side of the problem,
when the muit bid inst the no trumper
can be hopelessly eated, but thers is
enough on the no trump side of the table
to be sure of game. The hand was played
at the Knickerbocker last week,
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make only two hearts! |

PROBLEMS FOR ‘SUN'

No, 855, by Jay Reed, Not So
Easy as It Looked on
First Glance.

WITH THE CHECKER FANS

Bridge problem No. 385, which was
typteal of the composer, Jay Reed,
seemed very simple to some persons, but
not so easy to thoss who examined R

the course of & rubber away out in Pres-
cott, Aris., but the point of the hand
was missed in the amctual play. Here I8
the distribution:
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Clubs are trumps and Z ig in the lead.

nothing but six little hearts and a trick-
less hand.

In order to show his full strength in
case Y could stop the hearts, which
meems certaln in view of the fact that
he has LM no trumps without any tops
in dimmonds or spades, Z bid two apades.
Aa A thought he had the spades bottled
up he went three hearts, but Y bid three
no trumps at once,

T could have set the heart contract for
400 if he doubled, as neither A nor B
ever win a trick in the plain suita and
make onty five trump tricks if Z leads
| the trump.

{ As the play goes at no trumps, T
makes four odd. A heart led goes to
the ace and the nine s covered by the
tan, leaving Y with the major tenace ip
the suit over B. As B has the diamonds
| stopped, he starts to take out dummy's
| reentriea in spadees.

i Y put himeslf in with A small club,
| led the jack of diamonds and let it ride.
+ Then he put dummy in with & ¢lub and
led three rounds of diamonds, discard-
Ing one heart and two clube, 8o that the
queen of diamonds was the only trick
for A and B.

It is doubtful If the game Is worth as
much as the penalties in this case, al-
though the gwme seems certain. When
the game fa at all doubtful It s always
better to play for the penalties. Take
this case, sent to THE SBUN last werk.
It was played in a duplicate mateh,
West dealt.

Y and Z want five tricks agninst any
defence.
In the actual game, Z led the smalleg

!or his two trumps, putting Y in, and Y
'led the king of spades, expecting B to

make his losing trump. This was the
trap, but B did not fall into K.

If B trumps the spade and leads the
king of hearts, Z trumpe it and makes
his two established spades, the long
trump and Y's ace of dlamonds, 1If B
trumps and leads the small heart, Z dls-
cards the diamond, letting Y whh the
heart trick with ¢the queen, making ace
of diamonds, the tsump and the spade
at the end.

Thia was the solution ploked out by
several who apparently thought any six |
card problem must be for beginners and |
therefore easy. But the trump lead will
not solve, because B will not trump the
spade, discarding a heart instead.

This leaves Y In the lead. If he fol-
lows with a diamond, B will still refuse
to save his losing trump, discarding an-
other heart. Now T is foreed to lead
hearts. and no matter “which one he
plays, B just covers It. No matter what

a trump, or two hearts.

The only correct opening is for Z to
lead the deuce of spades, allowing B to
trump the king. A trump lead from B's
hand would be ohviously fatal at once,
as it woul leave Z with the long trump
to bring in the apades when Y leads the
heart, mo B must lead a heart,

If he leads a small heart, Z discarda
the diamond, T wins the trick, pulls B's
remaining trump, makes the ace of dla-
monds and leads a heart for T to trump
and make the last trick with the spade
queen. .

It B leads the king of hearts after
trumping the spade, Z trumps and leads
another spade, which Y trunps with the
king, shutting out B'a nine, Now Y leads
the best heart and Z discards the din-

when Y leads the ace of diamonds.
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If B refuses to trump the fivet triek, Y
Thin |s & pretty variation
many molvers missed. Y leada
tha diamond, {If B passes up this trick,
Y and Z have n cross ruff, as Z can af-
ford to trump hearts twice and T can
make his king of trumps on the spade.
If B trumps tha diamond and leads the
king of hearts, Z wiil trump and lead an-
other spade for Y to put on the king of
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Z and A poth passed without « vid. Y
sald two diamonds and B had two no
trumrps, which m pretty forward bidding
when the partner has had nothing to may
on the first round, If A does not take
him out B is set for four trick: .«
When Z passed A warmed his pariner
by bidding three spades, whereupon Y
wont to four diamonds, as he could ruf
spades.  Inconcelvable as 't may seem,
B went to four spades, XNot only that,
when Z% doubled the four spades 1 re-
doubled and wns set for 400 poinis, ans
Y and Z mado A dlamond, two ocluba

| mora tricie.
| 8ix cardm,

trunips, Now the queen of hearts and
the queen of trumps ars good for two
A pretty problem for only

Corrvect solutions from.

“rank 8. Bumser, T, W. Trimble, E, TV,
White, Walker MoMartin, Osear Schoen-
hevr, D. Perry, ©. F. Johneon, J, W,
Wortz, Roccoa . HFarrls, &, M. White-
Lead, 1. & Iart, Jr, W, B, lirish, 1
Warren Miller, F. H. Falrficld, W, P.
W., Henry Andresen and €. 1%, Moree.
All others missed the imporiant varia-
Lons in the defence,

Here 18 a rather Intercsilug situation,
sent 1o Tiue SvN from London by n com-
poser win has already set the cracks
eome hard tasks,

and two trumps,

The bldding in this hand is all right
up to the four diumonds If we axcept
Ha two no trumpe. Y I8 quite right'
in fearing that A will go game in spades
if B has a no trumper, wighi the dia-
monds stopped, but H's sunport of tae
spade suit s prematrue. He does not
know how good his parine:’s spades |
are na trick winners, \

With such a strong bid as four dia-
monds from Y, withoul any assistanco
from Z, B should have passed. It is u
certainty that Y cannot go game in dia-
monds unless he can trump two of B's
aces, as the king of diamonds must
make. If he wants to encourage A to
show somé high cards in spades he opun
double the four diamonds.

At ons table Y bid four dlamonds
after starting with an Intended shutout
bid of three, :sdnn which A bid spades
jand 1 doublad the four dlamonds. {3
{led nce and a small club, Two rounds
'of trumpa followed and B led a third
club,

This drove Y to trying trump leads to
force discards until he was down to one
trump. B wsiripped his hand to the
tenace In hearts, ace of spades and the
established club. Thia club forced the
last trump, setting the contract for 200,

At one table I} went to four no trumps
over the four diamonds Instead of sup-
porting A's spade bld. When Z led the |
six of diamonds Y should have read'
B for the king nine and played the
ten, hoping tha@ Z could lead another !
diamond {f he got In on the spades. |
Inmtend of that Y played the ace lnde
led mnother round, putting H In, .

B led the ace of spades, and finding '
Y had none followed with the elght, Y |
discarding the even of hearts and then |
& diamond,
seven as an encournging discard and led !
a heart. Z refused to cover the spade |
| queen, but won the seven. Y discarded
| the jack of clubs and then a diamond,
|  When Z led the club, B plcked up Y's
| king of hearta, put dummy In with the |

by one trick only Instead of four. |
Here I8 an interesting little problem
for the student of bldding tactics,
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Z deals and bid one diamond,
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What should A bid and why? The
full hand and the play will b glven
next week. ‘

\

REIDGE PRORREM Yo 307
By . L. Moore

Thers are no trumps and Z (s in the

Unfortunately, % took this | lead. % remarks that A and cannot |

help winning five or six tricks, upen
which A offers to bet that if it were
a nullo he and B need not win more
thaf threa. % bets he can force A and B
to win four, and wins the bet.

The distribution of the oards s aws

Y has the nine of hearta; eight, four
of clubs; ace, seven, six, deuce of dia-
monds, and the three of spades.
¢ A has the ten, three of hearta; gueen,

| ten, five, deuce of cluba; elght and five

of diamonds ; no spades.

READERS.T0 SOLYE

more closely. ‘The situation arose In|m

Z does, B must make a heart trick |na|

mond, so as to be ready to overtrump B

—

DECEMBER 12, 1916.

ysla.

The distribution of the pleces is: Black
menon 7, 13 and 35; king oa 1. White
man on 32; kings on 14 and 16. White
to play and draw. Here are the nwves

J
;
i

play given In *.
1018 Insternd of 18-—22, and black re-
plies with 1118, it is still a draw for
white, but the 10—16 move s not as
good as 1523,

Carrect solutions from:

C. B Corliss, J. H. Noremac, Thomas
Foy, John Daly, J. P. DeGroft, Thomas
Inglisa™J. J. ¥, Bronx, James Hyland,
John Rymn, Narelk, Hoboken, James G.
Pinkerton mnd L. 8. Hart, Jr. These all
wot the trunk play, and some of the varl-
ations, but the list is not given as final,
Mr. Lyman reserving the privilege of ex-
amining the many variations, as only
two on this list found the piay given by
the composer in “A” or *B."

THR BUN i continually in receipt of
letters demanding an explanation of cer-
taln nliged defecta in solutions, onhe
signed “L. J. B."" and covering four pages
of analysis of No, 864 being an example.
Unless full name and address Is sent,
with stamped and directed envelope, no
n'mu can be taken of such communica-
tione.

Here i» a rather neat {llustration of
the way an expert will sometimes crawl
out of a tight place. 1t In an Instruc-
tive position for the beginner. |

PROBLEM No. §67T—cHBCEERD. ‘
Black.

]

|
]
'

¥ Whits.
White to play and draw,
The distribution of the pieces ia

White men on 21, 30 and 31; king on 4.

SOME MORE OGEOMETRY,

Here is another one from Harry A
Sayles, which I8 guarantesd to keeép the
geometrionl sharps busy until |
but if they do not get it by that timq
they will have to work over it untu
next year. |

This 1a A plain ordinary every day
Latin cross, in fact it i the ssmme old
aross that gave the oracks so much
trouble In that wiring problem. The
only additfomal {nforvmation about It is,
that the lower arm is three feet long,
the rest of the croms being composed of
blocks one font square.

«— 2 Ft —>

<« 2 Ft —
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|
| |
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These blolks arg Sectirelf cemented]|

together, o that the cross Is practically |

one molid plece. The proyjlem is to;
BROOKLYN ADVERTISEMENTS.

A S gt

.Ebr Christmas—

. When you select your C hriulmu;
| Piano be sure it is a Piano built for
| the home--

'The Hobart M. Cable:

Pianos and Player Pianos
De Luxe

{

{'nu Ideal Home Piano|

; Prices Are Moderate ?
Execlusive Edison Representative

| THE NEW
'Edison Diamond Disc
Phonograph

Re-Creation of sound. Tone waves
that are born again. The actual tone
'of the artist in all its native purity
"and character faithfully re-created.

OPEN EVENINGS!

—

Recitale 9A. M. to 9P. M. |

COME IN AND LISTEN!

| Charge accounte selicited.
Open your account new.

Date your first payment in ,
February, 1916. '

Alphonzo Smith

~ Piano House
'23-25-27 Flatbush Avenue

John Vietory, H. A. F., A. Campbell, [

! Hlack men on 9, 18 and 15 ; king on :c'.l
:
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THE HoLIDAY TEST

Over Half a Century of Reputable
Service and Established Values

| A Safeguard to the Piano Purchaser

These facts will chase away all anxieties
as to the reception of your gift.

Our warerdoms never presented larger
holiday opportunities or a wider range

floors filled with the Christmas
spirit, and there is something worth

s‘"uu' Pianos,

Mendelssohn Pianos,

Music Cabinets,
Piano Benches,

| Piano Scarfs,

VICTROLAS *15 t *400

The educational advantages of the wealth of music which a Victrola
provides is so great that it is difficult to understand how any home
can be conscious of this fact and still be without one of these instru-
ments. We always carry a complete stock of Victors and Vietrolas,
iving the widest choice of instruments and prices.
ecords for gifts are put up in decorated boxes which convey the
Christmas spirit.

The Sterling Piano c-

| I A o A N
e ~al

- e —e— e -
BROORLYN ADVERTINRWENTS. |  BROORLYN ADVERTMEMENTS | _ BROORLYN ADVERTISEMENT

The name Sterling in the Piano busi-
ness is known as a protection, and
means more than the money you pay.
Wouldn’t it be a satisfaction to have
the name

STERLING

safeguard your gift to a friend? It represents
indisputable art worth, established values, pro-
tective service and reputable business methods.

Special terms for the holiday—we will
help you finance your purchase.

Competent exli';ert salesmen in all De-
partments will give you prompt and
courteous service,

Quick running automobile vans assure
you prompt delivery. |

$325 up Sterling Playerpianos, $625 up
$300 up Huntington Playerpiano, $375 up
$225 up The Sterlitone, 2 $495 up
New Playerpianos from $425 to $475
$15.25 up Music Rolls, 25¢ up
$6.50 up Sterling Medley Rolls, 65c
$2.50 up Vietor Records, 75¢ up

OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL CHRISTMAS

BROOKLYN'S BERT KNOWN

PIANO HOUSE

Manufacturers
Wholesale and Retail Warerooms: STERLING BUILDING,
518-5620 Fulton Street, Corner Hanover Place, Brooklyn.

Telephone 5600 Main ]
Connects All Depts.

alvide the surface of it by a series of!
stralght lines in such a manner that if,
the oross were divided into pleces fhed
oould be remrranged €0 as to form a

rfect are, (
l,.'l"ho !:::lcu! part of the puziis ‘s 10
determine the smallest nunthe: of Diec*s
with whieh this can be done i

THE MAGIO BQUANS

A number of interesting descr plions
of the methxds of reasoning out the
solution of such problems as this oune
i Algernon Bray have come to hand
the following Liing - a good exampie of
the method usually followed Ly sucoess.
ful molvers, \

From the condHiora of the problem,
that each of the twelve rows and the |
two diagonals nwet add allke, 1t I'.!‘
ovident that the flgures must est the!
following oconditlons: 1

(1) T+MALP=ALH T,

(2) TS84 V=Pl

(1) P4 UL - MeALT |

i4) SLI=P4VaT
Fiom 1 and 2 wa find that twice
V11, Thereforsa T must ba oVen,
sinees 14-PaT, and 11 is even, Also !
and T must both be faiviy large digits.
ut 1 s smaller than T. 1f we tr:
T-=% and Ie=7, we easlly get =l
Beeh and V=3, so the letters and num-

| 'Y | followa * ; y A .
Lors they represent must bhea as un" | enable u 1o Make \ our glf‘.s reach the entire circle of vour friends witliout feeling the -trass
J v . 8 M I T :
A A 4 1O T T of paying.
This gives us the following magic

squAré as ths solution of the nmblnm,;
the oonstant being 276.

.

CGorrect solutiona from:

M, Horan, W. A. Bulkley, Gordon
Ireland, Phillp 1. Alger, 13. W, Pettin-
@i, Achilles ¥. Kohm, O. H. Boston,
Charles D. Bhuldham, 1. MoGrath, West
Hartford, J. Q. Adams, H. K. Ahern,
Thomas F. Wetslelns, Bamuel W,
Balch, W. P. W, and H. McK. Winkley,

lHis Overalls Saved Him. |
Br, Pavy, Minn, Deo, 11,—8aved froin E

B las the elght, deuce of hearts; death n his overalls vaught on a
nin-dof u-ltlllull'. nine, four, lhr'an u‘fl-dlu-‘ 'mm ll:lltluv!:. - ;\rc:..:lul:m‘hlho.:: .ﬂw‘h:' :::
monds, and the gueen, seven of spa 5 ) © “ e fin {

Z has the jack, five of heav¥ts: | on his right hand In the Bt. Paul rall-
seven, six of clubs;: jack, ten, tou‘:a:'f,".” Fulten 82, Novine 8¢, Subway, road yards at Bixth avenue south, Min-
spades ; no dlamonds, An Edison Recerd in a beau- DA when he tried to board a nsv-

p n ke ¢
. CHECKER ENDINGR tiful heliday bex will make j Irond men who witneased the no.i-
Problem No. 365, by H. D. Lyman, a mest mﬂ. Chriet- | dont 1;“ Johmson struck the l'"ulth:
- |post In sueh 4 way as to be turned to
seema 10 have given the aspirants for mas Present. {ward the yails and would have been
the next honor liet a ot of trouble, ome ( free) k
of the cracks writing to say they could | ree

] )

o runhed
Diunge

had ot his overalte stapped his |
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Furniture the Best Gift
Prices That Make Buying Certain

Nothing quite <o gocd for a Christmas gift as furniture—it is alwayvs a constant reminde: of
aood will of the giver.

thie

m

I'he Christmas stock is now fuli of gifts that malke for good® Wil in every part of the |

Little at a Time Payments

An Exceptional Christmas Bargain.
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. Handsome 4 Piece Library Suit, $24.00

sohid oalt irames, brown fumed finish, best upholstery, and covered in tine grade (miiation
Spanish leather, a covering that will wear longer and 1ok finer than
some grades of real leather. '

Fulton St. and DeKalb Avenue
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