e

I r———

l
|
!

P .

tothe causes of shortage and in

{4

JANUARY 16, 1916.

THE SUN,

SUNDAY,
oo

d

CORN FAMINE CONFRONTS
ALL OF HUNGRY MEXICO

l-

Crop Only Two-fifths Normal, Importations Difficult

and People Have No Money to Buy—Graft, Seiz-
ures and Destruction Denude the Land.

o

The winth artlole om conditfons in|
WMovice since Carvansa aeswned control,
By Mark 8. Watson, spacial invastipator
of Tus Sun and Chcago Tribune,

By MARK 5. WATSON,

With enormous quantities of admir-
@ble agricultural land and un amiie
qQuantity available for cultivation with-
out egpensive Irrigation work, Mexico
has never approached an adequate de-
velopment.

No evidence of its backwardness is
@eeded further than to mentlon. that it
always has been an importer even of
oorn, which constitutes. the principal
food base of ths population and which
i9 easily grown If serious effort is mads
o grow It

To the shortage of normal Hmop Is
pow added the shortage dus to tle
axtraordinary conditions of recent years
To the want which is ordinarily experi-
enced by the consumer who las to bhuy
from outside 1s added a want tho direr
by reason of many factors—the unustal
domestio shortage, the difficulty of g.!-
ting such grain as thers s Into the
eities, transportation belng so execrable,
and the high price of hnported grain iu
& year when the United States is called
o divert Its excess to other channcls

Mexico has never had an adequate
@rop report system, and accurate Rgures
are Impossible. Estimuates,
Bave been made up Trom the tirs
peports of reliable men In varions s
tiona of the repubbic, NEgures
bring one to the dismaying realization
that In only five States of the repub'i
was the 1015 crop anywhers nsar nor
mal, or anywhere near sufficient to sup
port the com unities through the noa-
producing period

These ure the States of Cuaaaca, More-
los, Campechio, Tabasco and Chlapus, th
last four belng only small producers
ANYwWa),

Oaxaca is a producer of only the sed-
ond magnitude, Its normal crop rong it g
about 8. 000,000 bushels of corne The big
producers are Jalisco, which noriadly
grows 20000 000 bushels, and Guaru-
Juate and Michoacan, which
grow 16,000 000 hushels vach, and 1rao
these three Stiates there was obtuined
in 1915 a total of 18000000 hushe =,
or a little more than a third of normal

however,

hatud

and these

srmaily

Total! Crop Two-fifths Normal.

The Federal district-—wh
corresponds with the
Ill!n‘-m—-'m:lu.nlru.: TOo0800  consum o#
within its s 10l conflues, KIew pot mors
than o fourth of its normual crop of
1,600,000 bushels, and to make mattsrs
worse was for weeks unable to obtain ax
much as a carga [150 Kilos) from onut-
side, Atogether pot much more thuan
$5,000,000 bushels was grown, agalust
& nerpi! crop of 130,000 000,

The crop reports comtain inention of
fhany
States the drought was fully 50 per cent
responsible, Insects plaved o minor
role.  The revolution did the anid
by many ways,

For a Jung tme the furmer who has
ploughet and harrowed and sown and
cultivated and brought his crop up to!
harvest time has then been visited b
an army. Whether it Wus 4 Giovernment
army or a rebel army made no dulferenc

‘h politically
I"'!l'rlﬂ nf Cu-

rest

+ With the firm impartiality which warks

4

the Mexican patriot everyi!
was taken. If the farmer bad bis gran
already in sacks the looting was sa
much the easler

It it was still Fanding
were turned loose to et a1l H-'l'-‘-
and to make the jobh complete o torch
OCCARIoOn!l ¥V wWuas appl e o t e i
tor tha patriots, however, th .L S0 far as
known they never appropriated a stand
ing erop und did the |..l|'\|.N! ne
nclves
and work and patriotlsm Iin Mexico
entirely incompatible The fuarmer wuas
allowed to do the work If any wus to b
done and then the appropriation began

The furmer wha has gone through
this experience once or twive
posed 1o do the harvesting e

ung 1a osight

the Yorses

themn-
That would have required wark,
) are

i not d
1= not
even dizposed 1o do any planting, as secd
aoats money. From the very outset the
possibllities for lurga «rops |.\v beer
faint.

If any ong thinks the saizures of grain |
have been due entircly to the inimedtate
consumption needs of the army it Is tima
to abandon that idea, A close second
has been the greed of the commanders, |
who have held the corn as their |-er-l
sonal property, to be so'd at high prices,
or to be held for higher prices. The pay
of the Mexican soldier Is not h gh and
if one Is going to be a pal:
as well make sure of some reword o her
than abstract virtues Hence 1nu
seigures, and hence the hiah prices

ot he mi ghf

Carranza HHits Price Kiting.,

Gen. Carranza has la') great stresq on ||

the way In which the prices of foo'stuffa
are controllesl, and there s every reason
tn belleve he Is sincere.  In his own =tila
of Coahu'la the prices cannot he o .
exorbitant, al] conslderdd But | !
Federal district, controlied by his -
mediate subordinates, the prices have
been, are and will « v be ex
orhitant

antinue

It 18 to the advantage of Wim who his | Ja

corn to sell to keep Lgh, and s
the military commander i< not only th
owner of corn—owner by theft Wt s
tha dictator of prices, und the possessor

Jose
., Denis when sl

well, but camual fnquiry has not une-
covered any great number of philanthro-
plsts disposed to donate a few milllon
bushe 1s,

Wow Can They Ruy Cornt

How Mexico 18 to buy corn 1s hard to
s When money 8 80 Scarce-—reéal
money.

The mills with which every General is
equipped for the grinding out of & few
bushels of paper can continus to work,
but & or 7 cents gold 18 all these pesos
are worth, and a discount of &5 per cent.
1% rather heavy, oven [or e starving
man, to pay.

Just oue event.would tend to check,
Without use of foree, the continued ruin
of agricuiture. That would be the bring-
Ing ‘home to the military chlefs of the
suffering they havyg caused, And that
cannot be done With exceptions which
van be numbesod on one's fingers Lhe
chiefs wie freesponsible, without mental
vapacity or moral qualing,  The only ar-
Kuinent wiion will appeal s foree, and
the uniform opinion In Mexico, among
the enlightened, is tiat fores must be
eveniunl.y appiied cither from Mexloo—
orf from without

corn has been mentibned ot length
becanse arg 18 the great comimodity,
takin: the place of wheat in the United
States or Burops In some measure ex-
wetly the same couid e sald of other
cropa except in the sections which have
not Ward hit
the corn country

Yucato, for example, Yhas not suffered
seriously, muoinly boeause of thhe geo-
graphical  jsojation of the peninsular
ountry, The Yucateco Is in many wWiys
far muperlor to the central or northern
Mexican He {5 famous for hisg cleanli-
nlews, whilch s sonething

Fhie city of Merida, for example, is a
model of civie cleanliness wheh might
well be studied by many American citles,
Its inhabitants, almost immaculate, wre
praceable  and  falrly  industrious  and
have taken Httle Witerest jn the bicker-
ings of the rovolutionists to the west.
Thut wdds to the dificuly of grasping
the idex in sending Gov, Alvarado to
Merida 0 “reform’ conditions,

beett 8o

How Oue Man Was Robbed.

Cne of the earliest reforms Instituted
wus the reops ning of many settled legal
causes, Involving lurge estutes, so that
the estates could be geized or appropri-
nted at small mones The papers re-
cently mentioned the forced sale by a
proved title holder of (welve vears stund-
Ing of properties whi had cost him 1.-

q t# eacti, The
onalist eourt allowed him *“no
ehor, whatever,” directing sale ut
L0000 of the present pesos, worth 6
or 7 cents This man, whose only of-
ferce wus that he was wenlthy, wis de-
Uberately aud officially robbed of 85
per cent. of h's hoblings,

Another reform was the expulsion of
priests, euliminating in the encoursge-
ment of & mob to the extent of raiding
the  beautiful cathedral, smashing of
priceless miurbles and fiting of the tapes-
tries. To-day just three Merida churches
are allowed to remaln open, and for one
hour a duy and without priests.  Even
i, distant places, where reb lllon was
not even cotsidered, the Constitutionalist
patriots have wallowed in destruction,
theft, murder and tyranny

With the spritg planting comes the
fimgts fudkar to be considered tn determin-
ing the efectiveness with which the com-
Ing sturvation period will ba checked
If the ruids of the armies continue thers
I no good reason for expecting the
Mexican furmer to plunt heavily And

" he does not plant heavily he will
not reap heavily, and still another vear
of arvalion will follow, The cost of

| 1tself, with present inflated values,
™ ....-,‘.-l‘,“- which must be conmideresd.
The far MuSL vse seegd worth 80 cen-
tavos 4 Kilo to produce 4 crap xay 25
fold, which may not be worth anyvwhere
HeAar i cents i

If the nbjfet of
reduce the A xica
th Populution
vation process the
Flots s
[Copyright

lnss,

revolution s to

lem by reduet
hh the

ess nlready
1918 by Tuwe St
cago Tribune, )

RUTH ST. DENIS TO GIVE
DANCE OF EAST SIDE

N and Chi-

Many Other Features at Bene-
fit for Boys Club Fund
To-night.

“The Dance of the FKast Side," ereated
L.y Ruth Bt Denls m:t week, will be
seen for the firet time this evening at
the benefit e w Mies St Denis
and her compuny will give ut the Cand-
er Theatre for the BHoys Club Associa-
tion in fis cunp Her
dancing yartner will be Sanmuny Ades
14 veu old, discovered Ly Miss St
Wis the guest of the
Ciub of Avenue A last week

Tncluded  in Miss St
gramme will be 1he

formie

wgn for E500 000

Lienis's  pro-
Indian

yptienne, «

tadlha,

i
Ted
nd  the
uppear in the
shawn and Miss St

t dan

dance of the

shawn, her du £ part

othiers of the company wil
ture series,  Mr,

—algo by theft—of the ouly mes [y will glve an anclent dance and he

trunsporting the corn to the consmmers,” will intermet o rhythnde study of the

prices naturally are high Twenty=third Psalm, *The lord Is My
A merchant in Mexico oty wished to Shenbhenl

=]l corn at cost to the publie I e il \ ' Teve ¢ faor the boys' fund

ecorn in Puebla, but could not wer it oW f erved from un auction Ut

the city without paying lirilw 1011 £ pletures Mis St Denis. The

# few dozen military ohiefs w A ¥ vairendy bid for one

thieves to ohtain the froght it i bl T

they held. i i 1 and mesting ot
He went to another : 1hurn il fu i TR i have been canvasring

ample corn in the possosio IS
tary, to whotn he offeped tie e prtoe,

cmibited yesterda:

by revolution uas |

|

I

The '

|

) 5 i resutned  with vigor |
talling of his plan and of the grave peod molrow And e ey, ehirman,
of the Mexican public tar low prioed u "-u.plml!cr Prenders
ff)?'d -r‘i,f- (1] .“r fuls e iy ta to o o b, L i praker ut the
L exl-nt; for a prio U hepon pep his A :mn netivitles this
cargo higho |

- 1 W vill b Ioa denonstration nt’
Che corn, of course, liud L tie civk service class under H. P, Holt-
®o that any money obiny | waon 0 A w the boys are beln,
bean eleuwr profi And e hesie offien ep 1 ! rul, ¥iate .nu‘l m 1; I'
solamn'y declared théir ion 1o 1 i = 0 | a A 4
oyl ! il L b ose [ uesday the boys will
CallNe, whatever tha il to
o Vil I by ex=1"olice Commissioner
rights of the poor : ' "
. . Nt R Honest  Polities m
The loss of property il v piovigent \ [ ' 0w Ing
wnd hope s not accomjun ] Invaria |I '\ T ¥ 'K ‘:””'m
1 v dhe prhie ¥ T
by i loss of apnetite IF o ever hind s : . iring e e
. tdt r ool the week thers wili be nu-
property oF hope il pever w #il ey ois detponstiations of tin tivit
ployment, incldentally, the deminds of "IH : 1 : W L |
his stomach have undergore no oharge I'.;‘ A iy Sirot fiele rr |
during the revulution, Th B the W “ “‘h.‘.';' will e r'n Wi ‘|l|lwrl 2 Ilm‘r |
i ‘h 1 {} i ’ o |
of saying that despite any decrease of 00 ' ol M el
! Theatre, will algo help tha ful, Joseph
suprply Mexivo contliues o b ST fanols Ry of the i, |
as much carn as bafore, aood ha! means L 1 tor ) e ‘| Hiry tatal ,“'.“ o
undaniably that !'.‘ M Mexlen will olfers j i ; Fu i Lh b/ il LRSI |
§ of the fian this weoek Flie bova  who
once moye be In the quffer ngs of staryvi-
wil be thae benellcnrile ol the  tund
tion. will get an opportundiy {o fee the film
Last vear's shortage lusied toree | o LA ‘rn :
s . . . ' Gl
months I'he 1816 shortage will continu Lt L ; .
for wix. Mexico I8 Facing n the svery

near future conditions which

the dreadful sufferings of ldst

pear as cotiparative luxury.
Just ane clreumstance can uvert a yenr

of appulling misery, and that is the

Reavy linportation of corn. If the United

Stutew wivhes to give corn all may be‘
P *

will muke |
YURE Wpe

| Mmessenger in the

Half Century In Cliy Sersiee,

Willinm J. Hodge, who was appointed
Law  Department
Nty years ago to=da), was honored yes-
terday by his assoclales,  Corporation
Counsgel Leamuar Hardy made a speech
and presented him with a gold watch.

-

Thirty-fourth Street

Women'’s Tailored Suits

in an unusual assembiage of smart
models for Travel, Sports and
Skating wear, are shown in the
Department on the Third Floor

at very moderate prices.
FUR-TRIMMED SKATING SUITS

will be on sale to-morrow at
special prices.

Also a selected number of
TRAVEL AND SKATING SUITS
at the interesting price of $18.50

An Important Offering of
Reversible Velour Portieres

(customemade in workrooms in
the establishment)

will take place on the Fourth Floor
Monday and Tuesday. These
Portieres are 8 feet in length,
finished with French open edge,
and made of excellent=quality
velour in the wanted colors
(among which are blue, brown,
fawn, etc.) and color combina-
tions. They will be marked at
the extraordinarily low price of

$15.00 per pair -

The scarcity of dyes for the coming
season invests this Sale with
unprecedented interest.

A Remarkable Saleof
Summer Dress Cottons

will be held to=morrow and Tues-

day, when a large quantity of Eme
broidered and other Fancy Cotton
Fabrics (many in exciusive styles
and all eminently desirable) will
be offered, arranged in Dress
lLengths, at prices ranging from

$52.45 to $8.50 per Length

being considerably less than the
figures usually quoted for Cotton
Fabrics of these superior quelities.

Advance Assortments of
Woolen Dress Fabrics

just received from the leading
foreigrn and horne manufacturers,
are now being speciaily featured.
Among the new textiles shown,
many of which have received the

cachet of approval from the style
arbiters of [Paris, are Jersette,

Uabawﬂme. Silkefaced Duvetyn in
the fashionable vivid colors;
Checked Velours, and a large va-
riety of Black-and-white effects
in checks and stripes.

Homespuns, Cheviots and
Wool Jerseys

for Sports Suits and Coats

A Special Offering for to=morrow
will consist of Several Thousand
Yards of

Fine Tailor Serge

54 inches wide, in navy blues and
black, quite exceptionally priced

at $1.15 per yard

e o By et e et kit

B. Altman & @n.

FIFTH AVENUE - MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEPHONE 7000 MURRAY HILL

An Extraordinary Sale of
Girls’ & Children’s Washable Garments

for to=morrow and Tuesday, will be an occasion of more than ordinary
interest in the respective Departments on the Second [Floor, affording
an unusual opportunity for replenishing the juvenile wardrobe
at a decided saving in expenditure.

GIRLS' WASHABLE DRESSES (sizes 6 to 16 years)
Of gingham or chambray, $1.60 Also White Net Dresses (suitable
| Of lingerie fabrics or colored for graduation) . . $12.75
cottons . . $2.25, 2.10 Washable Middy Blouses (6 to 20

I
Of white or colored linen = years) 3 ; : : 9 5c.
at ' R . $5.00, 7.25 9 5¢.

LITTLE CHILDREN'’S WASHABLE DRESSES (sizes 2 to 5 years)
Of chambray or gingham | White Batiste Dresses . $1.60 |
at . . $1.25, 1.50, 1.95 | Middy Dresses of white driil, 1.50 |

LITTLE CHILDREN’S LINGERIE DRESSES (sizes I
White, with colored hande-stitching . . . . g

ALSO LITTLE BOYS' WASHABLE SUITS
in very smart styles (sizes 2 to 5 years). . §$1.50,

Hand-smocked Guimpes,

J yes&rs)
95¢c., $1.18

1.65, 2.10

A Final Clearing Sale of
Misses’ Suits and Coats

presents a selection of modish garments, excellently made and in
attractive materials suitable for the Midwinter season,

at prices that have been subjected to revision

MISSES® SUITS MISEES' COATS '
at $10.50, 15.50, 18.50& 22.00 at $9.50, 14.50 & 18.50

(sizes not complete)

irrespective of cost.

The remaeainder of the High-cost Qarments are being offered at
proportionately low prices.

January Rug Sale

There is now in progress & most interesting Sale of |

CHOICE ORIENTAL RUGS

During this period rare flcor coverings may be obtained at less tras '
the present cost of importing similar merchandise,

Every rug offered in this Sale has been subjected to severe tests, Lhereby

enabling B. Altman & Co. unreservedly to guaramtee wearing qualities.

The assortments are enormeous and include many large and add sizes |

not usually to be found in this country.
Some of the recent additions are

CHINESE RUQS In room sizes PERSIAN RUGS in room

$85.00, 130.00, 165.00& 250.00 ' $125.00, 175.00, 225.00 &

HALL RUNNERS AND SNALL RUGS

sizes
275.00

prices,

at correspondi

The January Sales of |
Linens, Blankets, Bedspreads, etc.
now in progress (and to be continued throughout the month) will offer
a great number of additional inducements during the current weel,
Included will be '|

|-.$ "

IN THE LINEN DEPARTMENT
Linen Damask Table Cloths

1N

LANKET DEPARTMENT |

Wihite Blankets

per dozen . $3.00, 2.60 & 4.80 |

Comfortahles
Cotton=filled . h $0.65

i

l

Madeira Luncheon Sets, hand- | . 3 b '
o - g Cotton=filled, with figured mull top |

{

F

|

|

scalloped and hand-embroidered; |
consisting of 1) pieces 24-mch .
centerpiece, six 6=inch and siv 10~ |
inch doylies) per set $4.25 .-‘;‘ 4.75

and plain border . each $2.50
Waool=filled, fpwured ruwll
and dottend order;
matching border

o8 it s e
wil [;J:p
reverse

each

'
2a 0
rmu

Muslin Sheets and Pillow Cases at Special Prices |

Thirty-fifth Strec

' Another ImportantSale o
Women’s American=made

Underwear

has been arranged for to=iorra
and Tuesday.
large number of daintily=fashio=e:
Undergarments made of excelle~:.
quality lingerie fabrics, crepe <«
Chine and washable satin, ofe-i~;
very decided values at theie ;.
tractive prices:

It will comprise a

Nightrobes
Lingerie, $1.00, 1.50, .90, 2.00
Crepe de Chine or Washable Lz
at § ' $3.85, 5.00, 7.5

Chemises

Lingerie, $1.00, 1.50, 2.00, .':..3'
Crepe de Chine or Washable Lz

at i r 5 . $2.85,2.90
Combination Garment:
Lingerie, $1.00, 1.50, 3.00, 2.5
Washable Satin, . $3.90, 5.0V
Knickers
Crepe de Chine . . $1.50
VWashable Satin . : 3.00

Lingerie Drawers

05-0| 5‘ -@':h|

at L] -

I[.ingerle Petticoats
$1.00, 1.50, 1.9Q, .

at -

i.ingerie Corset Covers

od¢., 85¢c., $1.00, 1.25,

e P}

Underbodices

Crepe de Chine, $1.00, 1.50, [.5.
Washable Satin, $1.78, 2.8

Also Quting Flannel Nignirose
8\‘1 . . 85C-. -D[I-u Va '--

15,000 Pairs of Women :

Black Silk Hosiery

will present very evceptic
values to=morrow at the nricus
guoted.

WOMEN'S BLACIK SILK [

With cotton tops and sole
per pair ; ; A /o
With double tops (silk throwuy
per pair . . .
With extra spliced
per pair ., .
With black or
broldered clocks,

.
oy e
-
white Iz
per

Al
e
Fe

each $2.40, 2.75, 3.35, 4.00 to 6.50 per pair .  $4.50, 5.50 & 0.5 ‘ ) Also
Satin-finish Bedspreads, with women's Extrassize .
Linen Damask Napkins scalloped edges: | lose . . per pi
doz.“. sz.’s. 3!25. 3-75| 4-25 ﬂ.o ‘b,j\:‘ “ ;E;!?g“c Shze L] L . ei'«.:‘ L-_‘ IT.U\:
ouble size . ) . each J.7%
E L ol e it . Pﬂ- ‘.11 S\Weepﬂng Prn&e Re\xﬂl'A -
Turkish Bath Towels, hemmed, rochet Bedspreads
| each . : FL.10 & 1.2% in

Fur Muffs & Neckp

including

y

Natural Biue Fox
Natural Silver [“o:
Natural Russizn

('ur Department,

"Thnipe ap s




