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Our Forefathers® Declaration eof
Defence.

A good muuy years ugo, when some
of us were voung, there was a copper
token in circulntion in this country
bearing u close resemblance to the old
fushioned large copper cent, which
bore on one side in conspicuous let-
ters the legend, “Millions for De.
fence. Not One Cent for Tribute®”

A stultable inseription for such a
token to-duy. expressive of the real
sentiment which nctuates the advo-
cates of preparedness, and s any-

thing but favoruble to militarism,
would be: “Millions for Defence. Not

One Cent for Aggression.”

Our forefuthers understood the cor-
rect doctrine applicable teo this fea-
ture of nutionanl life aod sought to
enforee |t,

The first Constitution of the State
of New York was adopted In 1777, in
the midst of the Revolution and long
hefore the adoption of the Federal
Gonstitution. It contnined the follow-
Ing provision in reference to the de-
fence of the Commonwealth:

*And whereas it ia of the utmost im-
portance to the eafety of every Ftate
that it should alnways be In a condition
of defence, and it 1s the duty of every
man wlho enjoys the protection of so-
elety, to be prepared and willing to de-
fend it convention, therefore, in
the name and by the authority of the
xood poople of this State, DoTH ORDAIN,
Derensiye AND DECLARE, That the mili.
tia of this State, at all times hereafter,

this

a8 well o peace as In war, shall be
armed aod disciplined, and In readiness
for m'. v That all such of the in-

habitunts «f this Htate (being of the
people called Quakers) as from scruples
of oons ienve may be averse to the bear-
ing of armu be therefrom excused by
the Legi=liture and do pay to the State
such sums of money, in lleu of their
perwonal service, as the same may, (n
the judzment of the Leglalature, be
worth: And that a proper magasine of
warlike etores, proportionate to the
number «f inhabitants, be forever here-
after at the «xpense of this State, and
by aots of the Legislature, established,
maintained continued, in every
oounty in this State.”

Neither Joux Jary, the principal au-
thor of the New York Constitution
of 1777, nor the patriotic population
of the Btate in that formative period
of our historr can Jjustly be re-
proached with any tendency to mili-
tarlsm. They simply recognized the
fact that those Institutions of free-
dom worth having were worth fight-
ing for when attacked ; and that they
could not be successfully defended
without adequate preparation, watch-
fully maintalned against any possible
emergency.

This truth 1s as manifest to-day as
it was then. Those who Ingist upon
the necessity of preparedness do not
want to see the country turned into
& permanent armed eamp, as their
opponents snggest; but they do want
a condition of things established
which will insure the American peo-
ple against being deprived of thelr
lberty and property by the military
power of a forelgn foe,

To this end we commend to the
readers of Tye NvN the lesson taught
hy our forefathers in the New Yaork
Constitution of 1777,

and

Food for Philologers.

In Ex-Senntor EnGar T. BRACKETT'S
letter to Comptroller Travis, in which
the Suge of Saratogn pleads for in-
formation sis to certain detalls of the
Inale contracted by eminent
guests of the tuxpuyers on thelr jour-
neyings hetween the Atluntie and the
Pueine the weute philologer
will observe that Mr. BracRerT says;
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