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SPRING STY¥LES WANDER NOT
FROM PATH OF LATE WINTER

By ELEANOR HOYT BRAINERD. Syanish and Louis Seize Influences Offer Only Promise of
shadow. There wus not even N . -
e remoient oy ot 1in - (Great Novelty in Color or Line----Season Not One of

something to do with the efMorescence . s

of new materials and models during Guessing, but the Daring Are Yet to Be Heard From

the first week of February.

Of eourse there's a chance that the
merchants merely grew tired of try-
Ing to tempt women with bargains in
mussy and shopworn winter frocks
or furs for which the thermometer
argued no need; but it's pleasanter to
think that those same wise men of
Gotham went through groundhog day
in trembling suspense, and when the
invisible sun had set behind murky
clouds shouted: “Aha! An early
spring! Bargalns to the rag bag!
Bpring goods to the counters and show

Whatever the cause, the effect was
there. The i'rench openings not hav-
ing occurred, though they were close |
in the offing, a large percentage of the |
new February modeis were of domestic |
design; but. here and there an Im-
ported frock flirted its folds, avant |
courier of things to come later in the |

|
l

month, and many of the domestic
models were charming.

This is not one of the blind guess-
ing seasons. Novel details, even novel |
experiments in line may come; but, |
on the whole, the chances are that!
spring and summer fashions will
travel the paths the late winter fash- |
lons have pointed out. We are not yet
through with the full short skirt and
the little fitted bodice, We've more
' to say to tho cape collars and the rib- |
bon trimmings and the horsehair lace

The two strongly marked tendencies |
\are toward the Spanish and the Louls
Selze; but many another influence
makea jtself feit, and the day has gone
by when period dressing was an im-
| perative thing. We may dress in any |
period, from carly Egyptian to Cublat, |
if we but do it effectively, though as|
the multitude s always sheeplike and |
must needs follow, certain conventional |
are underscored each season, |
Not only that, but daring d-signers
so0 mingle details chronologically in-
harmonious that it would be a wise
period that would know (ts own frock. |
And what difference does it all
make? A= we have suld before, a faly
proportion of the new frocks shown
wo far are charming, and that should
be enough for the critics, {
Velvet and fur have faded out of the
shops. Light line and summer stuffs
have taken their places, and once more |
the cry of “wolf, wolf" anent attrac- |
tive materials seems to have been un-
Justified. Last vear, when in the face |
of seemingly insuperable obstucles im-
ported materials maintained their rec-
ord, every one said: “Walt until next
year.” Well, we have walted, and
again foreign looms, in spite of tre-
“mendous odds against them, have sent
us beautiful things. Just what the
condition of the wholesule market*is
in respect to these imported stuffs, |
trimmings, &c., one does not know; but
certainly, for the moment, the retail
shops indicate no dearth of supply.
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