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* was st Maubeuge that T got my bap-
tem of gunfire. 1T was piloting a ma-
ne with an observer as companion.
+ ran into dense clouds, se had to
ack., As we were coming over the

ook lnes [ saw a movement and bustle

am

ool 8

g tha troope and then there waa the
f about a thousand riflea eracking at
The infantry had mistaken me for a

(isrmian because my machine wps different
frm most of the othera!

That wane my, baptism of fire and T shall

amver forget it,

first men=ationa were of surprise,

which rapldly developed inte a kind of fear,

ah

% In turn changed to fascination, Tt

postively fascinated me to see the holes
appearirz in the planes as each bullet

$oy
few of

od its way through, although oniy a
em plerced the wings, T was look-
t my instrument board to see at what
t 1 was when suddenly a bullet hit the

il a =plinter Jumpdd up in front of

about the z=ame {ime a bullet

the gasolene tank and all the pre-
i« liquid ran out, Another one hit one of
nstruments and smashed {t. When the
ene ran out there was nothing for it

tto come down, o 1 trmsted to luck and

wn in the first good fleld T saw.

r &3 Helgian and French sol-
il out, apparently not sure

1 was Fnelish or German,
I lumped oot and mesticulating
}

proaching =oldiers 1 shouted the

1

e that 1 was a friend
Captain turned around to his men

the Frinch equivalent shouted:

re! Damn it all! This isn't good

10 perforations in the wings of my

Jd plane did not upset mv eqnuiiibe

‘ uid a o spate gasolene tank,
s rapidiv fitled, and | was seon on

mm the /r again

fortune was with me in that epl-

it is oftentimes possible for such

holes to be rent in the wings by bullets and

hells

that it is abealutely neeccssary to

auick a landing ne possihie, It

been my fate up to the present

and 1 am writing thia with one hand

to make a descent under such

mne, but a very dear friend of mine
as since "gone west” had the misfor-

he left on the fateful flight his

der gave him the usual warning:

v risks, If the enemy brings you
o must destrov your despatches

ieraplane as well, Good luck!™

friend was the observer on this trip
reiated the story to me in the fol-
way:

v the pllot was inspecting his ma-

ook my scat, with the despatches
my legs and a carbine slung
fuseTize on either side, TV:e ma-
W steered directly north,
little by the wind, which caught
v
o jpulot shut off the motor,
ng was audible except the whis-
witel through the wires, He
me and polnted out some little
noke far below He slgned to
huat T could hear nothing ex-

I of the wind, Then the mn-
aZa ind s steady roar
ew nearcr and mote 2epnor-

rise still higher, when

W s on one sale The pilot

J

righted us, but another and more terrile
shock hurled ua vertioully upward. Then
we began to fall. The smoke and flames
were now quite near us and we were
thrown in all directions by great blasts
of air.

“Stlll we flew ahead. Gripping the fusel-
age T awaited the end, incapable of
thought. Then suddenly calm was re-
stored. We had passed the danger zone,
and beneath us was a great forest, cut
here and there with ravines,

“Hardly had we'recovered sur fecling of
security when danger reappeared.  Our
aeroplane began to reel over. The pilot
shut off the motor and turning lie head
looked toward our left wing, whers a strip
of torn fabric was streaming in the wind.

“At once a headlong descent hegan, end-
ing with an abrupt !landing in A& narrow
clearing. Only this pllot cou'd have
achleved so desperate a maneuvre, Calimly
he jumped to earth, shouting:

“*Take your carbine while | repar the
cloth.' Then he set to work to patch the
torn wing.

“*'If the Boches come. he added, ‘fire a'
ehem and [ will burn the machine and w.
will run for it -

“While T watoned the pilot continued his
work., At last he told me to Hft the tail
of the machine, started to pull himse!f and
we bent double with our efforts to drag
it to the other end of the clearing. ut
the roots and stones mpeded and we weare
about to abandon our task when suddenly
the pilot leaped forward and thrust his re-
volver into the face of an unkempt, dirty
man who had approached unseen.. | seized
my carbine, but the man stood with hie
hands in his pockets and =aid:

“We belong to yvou, we were reidy to
wulde our men through the forest. When
dhe Boches arrived we hid. My friends are
near and we will help.’

“He called, and a number of «qually
unkempt peasantg stood round the aero-
plane, In an instant we were ready 1o g0
The propeller was started and we

hut the trees ~nposite us came townard

At a great poace, and their helght appearsd
to grow as we approached; it seemed thot
we would never rige aver them

“Suddenly. with a bound that put us
almost vertical, we passed ahove them,
and were once again looking down on the
tree tops. At the edge of the foreat sam ke
puffs reappeared; but & turn enabled us to
regain the cover of the forest nand to galy
altitude, WWhen we came aut agiin, lost
in the sk), the guns had ceased, and, d+-
scending slowly, we lunded in the French
lines,"

I had only bheen on the aerial frontler a
week when 1 had my first encounter with
a Zeppelin,

ot of the gray dawn of the very earhy
morning, as [ was starung on my frst
real reconnmissance trip, the grav hulk of
n Zeppelin emerged, her on@ines thrashing
fiercely. 8he wnm late in getting bhack from
her night ra

and the captain had evei

two ominous kpots in the sky
ward,

Aeroplanes! Rince the news of the night
rald was flashed to the Alkes' acrinl sta-
tions men and maciites had been prepar-

to the rear-

Ing for the grim task of jniercepting ths

Zeppelin on the peturn journey, wher das -
Neht would give the aeroplanes taeler 'l
power of nttuck While it was yei dark

two of the more darving plold8 hoed started,

and e clever airmanship they o0k a
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The incidents related here are from the experiences of an American pilot of
the Allies’ air service on the western front, in the Balkans and Turkey. He has
received medals of the first rank for gallantry and eficiency in airmanship. The
stories present a romantic side of the great war drama which has not hitherto
hoen described by any one so well qualified to tell it. For military reasons
the narrator of these war adventures in the air cannot use his name in connec.
tron therewith.

Thrilling Experiences in Raids and Aerial Duels
of a Young American Aeroplane Pilot
in the Service of the Allies

Twenty rounds of lead I planted in the rear of his machine,

1 low for the e

20 A8 o get he Zeppelin captain also discon

lower level and we promptly

L oof eoldness and
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OR FRANCE IN THE AIR

mander of the Zeppelin from being over-
taken by the enemy,

The machine which I was plloling was
the second to ri#e Above the fire zone,
though one ragged wing showed a wound
of the fray. =

As a balloon the Zeppelin could rise no
higher, for all ber ballast had been sacri-
fleed.  The captain decided to oring s
elevating planes back to normal and stake
ali on a high speed flight in a horizontal
course.  He was encouraged in this by the
sight of his German lines below, with the
landmarks which he knew so well  1*'uffs«
of smoke told him that the mvl'r-plfnvt».- were
being shelled by German gunners, that the
hombardiment showered upon us might re-
Heve him at any moment,  Indeed gome of
the shot: burst so near the Zeppelin that
the commander must have had an indiffer-
nt opinion of the gunners’ marksmaunship,

Kt the firing on land soon ceased An
ominous gign to the commander o€ the Zep.
pelin

When [ talked afterward with a emurade
n n machine helow the level of the Zeppe-
lin hie told me of the intense agony which
the Zeppelin crew suffered as they looked
at each other with horror stpicken eyes
Without doubt their one poss-sg<ine th
wis, “What I« happening above us
their little cabina there was no poss'h'
of an upward survey, for the great hady of
the ship loomed above (hemn utting oyt
the overhead view

But the crew of the Zeppelin couyl ple-
ture in their minds' oves those two gaunt
Livds, of which | happened to be piloting
one, flving after them  remorss
Fateo and inch by e gaining on them
Well did the crew know thar the Zeppeli
waopld 2om be bweneathh the e raplynes A
Lomb will drop on the great =h p's back,
nd then

vRely A

eNnzy the captain phnnaed hiz sh'p

il iward and sw . rtothe right w
swerve that threatensd to bhread oy
spine But  the elipbantine nay vy
availed hilm 1tle We i the arraplanes
vould dive and sweprve with the gry of
swallows, while the wiant shp lumbersd
V deroiu bl
BHut wihiat wa passirg throus the mond
of (e comimaneds v t Fall
within lis view Wl owa
18 harbo® of safet Iy sy -
eral thoosand feot Wis in
the balance and he it 10
land would be ontv a niatier of seconds
what of those buzzard aevopliones alove
ham? In the florece canflict of the air in
Furog thiere S 1o gty Tru LR |
" U t«man conbat than ither
IGIRED the war, but it is redentless
Woe th eroplanes sutnmoned up al
Ul repwcantiing uerve energ)y fhn [ar e
afas Jurt wiliin our grasp  Ne oast vt
cecape. I he did we would most ecarsily
become the prey f the anti-aireraft
AL WwWere wating the bl t el
loft the ean all of shra .
Prown swiept our bomis wet <
Py i Wit s Jdu .
hpd Latie, s Lng w
" WML Nt e velog
TR Viss T e n
nsuived o ru '
eI INslanbls 1r erun ] I
meiting burt £
NCiEur,
From the earv n « i
" erved for ¢ ' ' Vit “
v y
i r nooae! [ "l
' sl 1w ' '
. Ww A\
L Vi vy \ .
B &rppe | ! oo I
W v tremendous impress it st
wrinl et nter wit FASTTL W
m m nd At W I 1t l 1
o nter 1 owas 1 .
wos ot o my bomb that  had
irkbone of the monster airsh
The Zeppelins ave had their day, which
itve D4 fust pussing. Of 1t
! the outhiren I hLiost v
Caett = ALONe possess i | ' L
" L R et
m Lo int
i . and the w
(1} nna hiftherto huave revinedes
1 Wiporei < s 1 '
‘ they " \ ght LR
f{ } n Vo opoent View [ ne
v il
NI "
e Zop W 40
' i fire i
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of offence, ror the Zeppelin I8 more espes
clndy valnerable, not a the air, but in Ite
o, and soon there will scarcely be a Giers
man airship bose designed for depredations
on BEngland and on the North Sea which
will be out of range of the British long
distance peroplanes

In the spring, in fect formetion, these
long distance acroplanes will make offen-
sive rabide on the Zeppelin hases

In these bombardments of the sir, sub-
stantindly the same tactles will be used as
wius formerly used in nava! warfare. There
are three arms tow of the aerinl service,

e utilizing separate tvpes of machines,

The first class ecomprises the scouling
cralt, Lght and heavy, according an the
work = on o Wide stestegieal or o limited
L tival weale Secondly there are the
meropinnes which furnigh the eves for the

artiilery, fairly heavy machines with ma-
chinge gans for wating off the sitacks of
Lostile thiers, Finally, there are the squad-
o termed by the French “groupe de
fomardement.” utilized wholly for offen-
dive  purposes Lotly agnlnst  encimsy  afr
eraft, for bomb dvopping, and for Aring on
cnemy forcoes belumd the battle line

And this s the formation in which they

will sulle finth the'n spring cempalgns—
wemignty Armada f the alr
Wi I fleets in the air thers will B

avrinl battles which even Jules Verne and
Weils could noo have deeamed of,

of my ow experiences n aerial
combet, when nmgnified a dozen fold, will
e the reader an idea of the coming afr

| vl framt passed over the wods of the
German  front neo owinlel were hristling
Wit “Archies ard W hotlrel me &

worthy =alut when a biplave and mone-
o appeared east of me, the bhiplape

e owith amiple oy tdence of being In A
prv anmd the menoplane overhauling it

li ver N W were whout 2,600
1 v i e vl mhien within
mite 1 eot # glimnse nf the MOROe
front W wocrtoss on 4 white

[ R PRSI
AV W 1 e of myv machine al=
' ticalls I came down,
" i cntor o went up to
" 1" we | ind then stuek,
) tor 1the purpose
| e te 1 expected

ey 0 e 1 i piisting, to foid up

v N . i o mtood 1t ke a rock,
< (i o other niw hiines wers
t ver [ WM The German
" ' coati was emptying
ot e fifta vards range. It
" Pl 1hat jnst at this
time e " vee boallets through the ob-
copver’s arim dnd one through the main

e tat i o result that the
pPrec.o Mol was pouring all over the

| wtsirted | ooy machine ot of her
Casist veo the German.

1 p . ' 1 e owaw me until
1 e # Tl O lead T
q ; A voliine, though
1 Ie then

tiurning on &
uplete

resnt | oW ] complete
. ' mny ma-

great

d on

‘ el up

dis-

8 § 0 see

w | i welting a
\ for 1

1 $hw N *ude. But

1 let andd the pllot

e 1 a e with no
o wihe { tromm 000 feet
Sxv i ST R from  above,

ral wliee!s othen right way again, a

y j \ Pl coabve, more
el SOV t vl off 112
fewa ' t Wi «t 1o sight

Kastin o o vro b owas Hyine aver the
. ' . 1M 4 e 1 was at-
it b b I <aw on the ground
nding 1 Vere t «small, hastily

y 1 cd Dy roaeh oross, gnd
: o1 W tnoas leeinly ae

N fier wav there lay

o fer ’ 1t gave

1his sevie M ap-

Machine gun used for shooting down aeroplanes.
Medem Photo Service

A French biplane taking on Voard an aeriai torpe=zo.
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