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No Entangling Foreign Alliances
for America!

President Wilson proxsed In hU
ftdrefc!) on Saturday evening 1oft)re

the League to Knforce Peace a
Change In the historic policy of the
United States In Its relations with
other Powers of consequences so far
reaching and possibilities so momen-

tous that the adoption of his plan
would constitute u complete reversal
of tho attitude we have hitherto
studiously maintained Were his
counsel accepted by his countrymen
they would ubanilou thu course to
Which they have adhered since the
foundation of the Covernmeiit and
embark upon a career of political nnd
diplomatic alliance In which the Inter-

est nnd welfare of this nation would
be cngitped with those of others and
Its resources pledged to the defence
not of Its own inmsesslons nnd rights
but to the vindication of designs nnd
measures In the formulation of which
It had no part.

The 'Jncluslveness of the scheme of
International confederation to which
the President would commit the
United through six
Joined extracts from speech, conduct In

of which, according to
reports from he gave

the most enmest thought of which
he Is cnpable:

"Only when the sreat nations of the
world have reached tome sort of agree-

ment as to what they hold to be funda-

mental to their common Interest, and as
to some feasible method of acting In

concert when any nation or group of
nations seeks to disturb those funda-

mental things, can nc feel that civiliza-

tion ll at laet In a way of Justifying
Its existence and claiming to be tlnally
establlshed. It Is clear that nations
must In the future be governed by the
same high code of honor we demand
of Individuals.

"Repeated utterances of the lending
Statesmen of moM of tho great nations
now engaged In n.tr have made it plain
that their thought has to this,
that the principle of public right must
henceforth take precedence over the In-

dividual Interests of particular nations
nd that the nations of the world must

In way band themselves together
to see that that right prevails, as against
any sort of aggression ; that
henceforth alliance must not be set up

against alliance, understanding Hg.ilnrt
understanding, but that there must be

a common agreement for a common ob-

ject, and that at the heart of that
common object must lie the inviolable
rights of peoples and of mankind.

"The nations of the world have
each other's neighbors. It Is to

their Interest that they under-- 1

tand each other. In order that they
may understand each other It is Impera-

tive that they should ngreo to cooperate

in a common cause nnd that they should
ao act that the guiding principle of that
common cause shall bo even handed and
Impartial Justice.

"So sincerely do we believe In these
things that I am Mire that I speak the
mind and wish of the pvoplo of America
when 1 say that the United States Is

wllllnj to become u partner In any

feasible association of formed
In order to realize theeo objects and
make them secure against violation.

"I am sure that the people of the
United States would wish their Otovern-We-

to move along these lines:
"A universal association of tho nations

to maintain the Inviolate security of the
highway of the seas for the common and
unhindered use of all the nations nf the
world, and to prevent any war,
either contrary to tie.ity covenants or
without warning, and full submission of
the causes to the opinion of the world
a virtual guarantee of territorial Integ-

rity and political

Against this statement of what
President Wilson describes ns a
creed nnd not a programme should bo
set the exposition 'f the rule that
has heretofore guided the United
States. It Is:

"The trest rule of conduct for us in

retard to foreign nations Is In extending ,

our commercial relations to have with
them as little political connection as
possible. So far a wo have already
formed engagements let them he fulfilled

with perfect good faith. Here let u

atop.
"Ibjrupe hss of prlmarj prin-

ciples which to us have none or very

vlclmltudea of her politics or the ordi-
nary combinations and oolluriont of her
friendship" or enmities.

"Our detached and distant iltuatloti
Invites and enables us to pursue a dif-

ferent course. If we remain one people,

under an efficient aovtrnment, the period
Is not far off when we may defy ma-

terial Injury from external annoyance;
when we may take such an attitude aa

will cause the neutrality we may at any
time resotv upon to be scrupulously ro- -

g so spectetl ; when belltRerent nations, under
14 the Impossibility of making acquisitions

upon Us. will not lightly hatard the
os clvlnr us orovocatlon : when we may
"u i choose peace or war, as our Interest,
j I guided by Justice, shall counsel.

"Why forego the advantages of so
peculiar a situation? Why quit our own
to stand foreign ground? Vhy, l.y ,)ox (o roonl( vU,t,t n fm,mn, only She reestiibllshment

our who m.i on lliell It r- - (he lleleal Of la llllll tllO const
any pari oi r.urope, cniangir our peaco
and prosperity In the tolls of European
ambition, rlvalshlp, Interest, humor or
caprice?

"It Is our true policy to steer clear of
permanent alliances with any portion
of the foreign world, o I mean, as
we are now at liberty to do It; for let

me not be understood as capable of
patronizing Infidelity to exlMlng engage-

ments. I hold the maxim no lew ap-

plicable to public than to" private affairs
that honesty Is always the best policy.
I therefore, engage- - ,,,.,,, f llf
ments be observed In their genuine sense.
Hut In my opinion It Is unnecessary and
would be unwise, to extend them.

"Taking care always to keep ourselves
by suitable establishments on a respect-

able defensive posture, we may safely
trust to temporary alliance for extraor-
dinary emergencies."

These were the words uttered by
(iKORf.i: Washington on September 17,

171M. They embodied the results of
experience banks, not capital Americans In bu

tlcnl knowledge acquired In dealing
with domestic und foreign nffnlrs
of a nation horn In an hour when
Europe wns torn by strife. They ex-

pressed not the convictions of
the man wlsuso name they bear but
the reasoned conclusions of that body

of counsellors In whose enpnclty anil
Judgment he reposed his fnlih. nnd
they have been accepted nnd

by statesmen who
succeeded the founders of the nntlon,
not the authority of author- -

I convincing though that Is,
becnusc they hnve stood test of
application to the needs of United

States Is exposed In the sub- - J States score years
his to the ! which the recommended

preparation
the Washington,

that

come

some

should

nations

begun

Independence."

a
a

tho

them has lieen found to be advan
tageous, If not essential to the
country's Independent development
iintl the preservation of Its ponce.

This principle President Wilson
Voultl now abandon and substitute for
It that participation In external jsill- -

tics we have avoided with gratifying
effects on our domestic nnd foreign
relations. He speaks with confidence

of the nssurnnce he feels that "the
people of the United would
wish Covernmeiit to move along

these lines." We do not believe he
correctly gauges the sentiment of the

he would commit to this
strange adventure. The American
people does not want to embroil Itself
In the mazes of European rivalries.
It wants to cling to the sound and
proved imllcy It has In tho
past, n policy commended by Its fruits
and Justltletl completely by the occur-

rences of the last years.
The American jteople wnnt

eutiiugllng foreign alliances.

Physical I'npreparedneat

no

There lire other forms of unpre--

pnredncss that characterize this
nation besides that concerned with
our defence. The Sp.n has striken
of hvgleiile preparedness ami of med

ical preparedness. Are the of
this country physically prepared to

meet the demands that may be Im

posed upon them by the strenuous
activities Involved In drilling, march-
ing ami other exertions Incident to

preparation l'or a soldier's life?
A valuable lesson derived from last

year's I'luttsbiirg camp Is brought out
In an address on of
natiotiiil vitality and the need for Its

.scientific investigation, published In
Science of February 18. Mr. B. U.

HiTTE.Mioi'sE advocates, the
of a National Vitality Commis-

sion to ascertain how long It would

take to build a regiment of men from
our large hotly of untrained citizens.
He cites the experience of civilian

of last summer's cump. Tho
rinttsburg regiment was largely re-

cruited from men nccustomed to out-

door und athletic life, nolo und

football players ami hunters, who aro
supposed be above the average In
physical development and stiunlna.

The surprising and painful fact whk
that after a month's vigorous training
this regiment wns unable to do a day's
marching one-thir- d as long as that
which Is normally accomplished by

regular Infantry.
Is It not high time, lu view of this

fact, that our resources In men were
scrutinized that we mny know exactly
the number of physically fit men upon

whom the nation mny call when It
prepares for

While It Is probable thnt the brief
Instruction received In Plnttsburg In
military discipline and tactic may be
siimdent to enable Intelligent citizens
to develop these Important elements
nf training hy study nnd practice at
home, It Is Impossible to accomplish
their physical preparation. The con-

clusion from Mr. Ilirrr-MinusE'- s

statement Is Inevitable that much
longer physical training, ns In the
Swiss und Australian plnii, Is abso- -

remote relation. Ileum she must be (ntely demanded for the preparation
ngaged in finpient contriiversles, tho of our prospective ofllcers and sol- -

causes of which are issentially foreign diers. This Is to Insure
to our concerns, Hence, it i tUnt the average citizen, who In fnr
must b unwise iii us to implicate our- - physical plane of Inst year's
selves hy artificial tics In tho ordinary I Vlnttsbur contingent, thall
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sumelont botllty flimr lo fit him for tlnr valley, through which runs the
.ervkv In his country's defence. ' Niilonlcii-lVku- h railway, over tint

Thu mltlri'sM's of Jon 1.. Hmkikm mill iiioitnlnlns to I ho cast lulu
(ivtivritl Wtion, reported In Tub Si n iintl ncron tho Tliriiclnn pinlns lulu
of Mny advocating- universal mill Turkey, over Sim Hint route I ho

service, .should ho well taken to i Anglo-Crenc- forces rot rented
heart. Whether universal military llielr defeat In Serhlii. Tint they
service he on the whole advantageous would now llml strongly fortified. Tho
to our people wc should nt routes Into Hiilgnrlii over passes the tho countries lni
when) "so stand In rcnard to the of thn Ithnilnpn the favored line
health mid capacity for endurance of of advum-i- ; wIh-i- i the former drive
the men upon whom we mny ho forced was discussed. This has for Its pur-t- o

rely for service lit time of po-- o the capture of Sofia and Nlsh,
the breaking of railway communion- -

The Rlggs National Rank t Ion hetween AiHtrlu and Constnntl- -

It took (ho before which ""pht and Hie retaklnc of southern
Prcshlont Chaiilks C. Olovkh und two Serbia. Over this route It Is believed

of his associates of the UIkks National the Allies wilt carry the strife hack
Honk of Washington were tried for (

Into the JmlUiins,

nerlnrv nine mliiiitPM lo iro from lurv l The drive has for Its nuriMW not
upon

( of Serbia.
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