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f Carman Urges Us to Write by Our Own Lights
CANNAN is not discreet or

GILBERT
in his observations on

contemporary English novelists. Ho

doesn't offer exactly n prescription, but
this interview shows the extent to which

tho novelist is beating about for new

moorings. Fossibly lie docs indicato what
is coming. He extends a hand to tho new
American writing man whoever he is, and
advises Americans that they will discover
tho way of achievement by breaking with
Continental traditions and looking out
through their own windows. Ho even ad-

vises them to follow their vision bodily
through the window and tho devil take
care of the sash !

"In England, Mr. Caiman said, "I be- -

lievo wo arc going back to the older liter-

ary tradition with a new understanding
and a reaction in accord with our own
epoch. We're going to write novels of
life with a faith in life itself and we'll
lie concerning ourselves with the destiny
of mankind.

"Our novel of is going to be

under tho English influenco of Fielding
and Richardson. The foreign influenco to
which the novel will be most subject, in
my opinion, will be that of Dostoievsky
and Voltaire.

"The growth of Dostoievsky's influence
will bo an interesting thing to contem-

plate; for, more than wo have realized,
Dostoievsky .was influenced by Dickens.
ITc might be called a Russianized Dickens.
Dickens stated a character, and stated it
Admirably, but when he undertook any-

thing in the way of analysis ho was sadly
deficient. Dostoievsky not only states a
character as Dickens did; he analyzes it
down to the roots and the character be-

comes an embodiment of that extraordi-
nary Russian mysticism. Under his in-

fluence the emphasis on character and
analysis in contemporary literature will

'become more and more ascendant. There
will bo action, perhaps even a plot, but
never a plot unrelated to character

II.
'''It is astonishing tho extent to which

Voltaire was scientific. Die seems to havo
been one of the first writers to realize that
a man's lifo and thought are influenced
by his digestion. In Voltaire's writings if
a man has indigestion and his acts are in-

fluenced by it you know it.
"I don't mean to be too didactic in pre-

dicting an influence of these older men on

our time. I mean that in searching for
what is fine and strong we are finding
many admirable things in the past that are
in accord with our newer point of view.
Wo find we ha been looking too nar-

rowly at life. We've been analyzing, but
we've been analyzing a lot of little things.

Tho influenco of George Gissing has

weighed heavily on the Englishman, and

under that influence we have analyzed
everything in a very small way. We'll
get rid of Gissing, and during tho develop-

ment of tho new movement even such

men as ITardy and Meredith will be almost

forgotten.
"While the novelists of y are going,

to bo influenced by such men of bigger

scope and larger power as those I have

mcnitoned, they arc bound to be influenced

by tho new times wo'vo come upon since

tho war. Before the war we used lifo like

nn inverted opera glass, looking through

tho big end to sec things small. Now wo

turn to '.ho men who took in all the little
things and bad tho power and scope

enough to handle them as though they had
meant something as a whole. Tho war
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puts tho novelist's character in the ccntro
of action, but always action that reveals
character and brings tho necessity of
broader and deeper analysis.

"It's necessary now to show characters
in relation to tho big things as well as
tho small details of daily life. We'll not
bo interested in seeing a character exhib-

ited from tho point of view of bis own
littlo personal prejudices. We'll want him
in his relation to humanity. What can be
dono for humanity? What can humanity
do for itself? What of tho individual in
his relation to the affairs of state and tho
vast affairs of industry 7 The relations of
a man or woman to the activities of tho
world are y very complex indeed.

"What will be tho effect of these many
contacts? We see and understand them
better now. Where is humanitv coming
out 7

III.
"I have given a good deal of thought to

the tendency of the contemporary novel in
England. I think I see pretty clearly the
course it is going to take. I have given
a good deal of thought to tho destiny of
the American novel. Perhaps I seo what
is going to happen to the American novel,
but I seo it less clearly, for beforo any-

thing of great significance can happen to
tho American novel you've got to stop
looking through European windows.
That's wbat you've been trying to do.

"There is a big chance for new men in
America, as in England. There's a new
generation of writing men every ten Jcars.
I would expect that when tho American
novel docs break through it will havo a
tremendous influence on Europe, even as
your industrial methods have. And the
day is coming. You're already beginning
to look at lifo by your own lights out of
your own

"American poetry is especially premis-
ing tho work of such men as Sandburg
and Sherwood Anderson. It's alive, really
vigorous, American. I dare say before
you havo the new American novel that
I'm speaking of and looking forward to
you'll have novels in verse. However, I
cannot look at a versified novel as any-

thing more than a bridgo by which the
American novelist will cross from present
custom, usage and convention in litera-

ture to the future where ho will be un-

trammelled by the old ties. Its great ser-

vice will be in leading the breaking away
from old literary traditions.

"It is perfectly true that the conscious-

ness of books and the desire to mako a
book come from reading books. But a
man who stays with books it's a sad mis-

take, lie's finished. The writer of to-

morrow is going to life; more and more
he's going to life. Ile'll put life down as
it is in America and he'll have something
to say by way of interpretation of what
it means and where it leads.

"In America I seo intimations of this
tiling, rather than tho man who is to do it.
Yon seo intimations of it everywhere
in. the average American's stronger con-

sciousness of America, in tho chant of
America, bad and good, crudo and re-

fined, that is going up from tho poets.
Dreiser has done something. Ho may bo
the present man of biggest achievement'
Ho was necessary. He has been negativo
and in rebellion. But tho new novel will

be positive. Hergeshcimer, in my opin-

ion, is not tho now man. He has picked
up somo looso threads. Ho looks at
things in a special way, a very fine way
too. But it's not the broad, analytical,
interpreting view of life that will come.

IV.

"I want to see the new man, who throws
nsido literary traditions and handles life
more fearlessly without regard for a nice
littlo pattern and tho old conventions,
havo his chance. That's why I do not hes-

itate to critieiso tho older and established
writers of England. There's W. Somer-

set Maugham. There ho he'll
continue to bo what, ho is. H's not in the
new movement. Doubtless he will con-tinu- o

to do what ho has already done.
Conrad is not in with tho now movement.
He loves tho sea and ho loves to writo of
it. He'll continuo to do so, and hell al-

ways be a tremendous inspiration when it
comes to sheer quality and power in us-

ing our mother tongue.
"Galsworthy V He went over from nov-

els to ploys. ,Ho didn't succeed in mak-

ing himself avogue among tho managers,
which was ihc essential thing, so he failed
of a vogife with the public. Ho went back
to nowfls and found, I think, that his
technique and purposo were confused.
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windows.

stands;

8, I should say, accounts for tho un- -

nuaber of essays and dissertations
vc nau Irom mm. 10 a large extent B
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ho has the same tendency to 'point of
view and argument' Uwt Wells has.

"Wells is now writing his world his-

tory. It will bo a valuable thing. Years
ago in London there was a battle between
tho literates' and the 'illiterates' in tho
journalistic field. Tho 'illiterates' won,
capturing the English press. If the 'lit-

erates' (the group that not only had ideas
but knew how to write strong English)
had won, Wells and others would havo
had a chance to get off their yeasty stuff
in the newspapers. They would then have
written better novels, more dignified,
stronger in form and greater in power.
Instead of that much that should have
gone into journalism lias gone into novels.

"Bennett has always written for money.
He wrote thirty-od- d volumes beforo he
wrote The Old Wives' Talc. That novel
was done as a sort of reaction against
himself. Apparently he was disgusted
because his potboilers had not boiled.
Now ho is alarmed because during tho
war his income fell from $15,000 a year
to $5,000. ' He has gone back to plays.
If he goes on writing with money as his
aim it will be the end of Bennett.

"Swinnerton is a man of books. He is
with books all day, for he is employed in
tho publishing business. He writes books

and
a

with of This

MacGrath has
his

one of most and

a book of For
a well a

at night. Ilis .Vocfuntc is a fine thing,
considerably, it seems to me, by

technique. Ho is a follower of Gissing,
though apparently lw has made up his

to break away from tradition. Ho
is frail in health. It 'is surprising that
a man of his delicate health has been ablo

to away as far as lie lias." (Mr.
Cannan mado no here on tho
degree of health which Dostoievsky

"You ask about my own work. I be-

gan with a plan to through a se-

quence of novels, the of nn

English family passing through all the
industrial phases of the last century.
After I had finished one I found that my

wasn't to the task. I
stopped to write Old Mole and Mendel.

If I were them y I do

them quite differently. I suppose uy
best work is in what they call my gloomy

nowl, Around the and in stucco

I am now bringing the English
family, whose career I started to trace,
down through the war and after.'-- '
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New .APPLETON Books
The Fortieth Door
By Mary Hastings Bradley
A splendid mystery tale of Old Egypt, by the author of "The Wine of Astonish-
ment." The story of a beautiful young French girl destined for the harem, but
who escapes this evil fate through the courage and resourcefulness of one Jack
Ryder, knight errant extraordinary.

The Blower of Bubbles
By A. Beverley Baxter
A new book by a new author who will take his place among our best story tellers.
" 'The Blower of Bubbles' is a remarkable first book by a Canadian author."
London Bookman.

The Mystery at the Blue Villa
By Melville Davisson Post
Melville Davisson Post has taken the country by storm as a writer of fascinating
mystery stories Here is a book containing seventeen of his thrilling tales. "Mr.
Post is doing work that is intrinsically American and wholly fine." New York Sun.

Memories of Buffalo Bill
By llis Wife
A biography which has all the elements of the most romance. Thrilling
tales of Buffalo Bill as scout, Indian fighter, stage driver, showman and inter-- ,
national celebrity.

Siberia Today
By Frederick F. Moore
Late Captain Intelligence Division, A. E. F., Siberia.
An amazing book that gives the real truth about the Russian situation. --Astounding

revelations concerning this strange land by an official observer.

From Upton to the Meuse
By Capt. W. Kerr Rainsford, U. S. A.
The story of the famous 307th Infantry, told by the official historian of the
regiment, and including the first authentic account of the "Lost Battalion."

Songs in the Common Chord
By Amelia K. Barr
A collection of the best verse of one of America's bcsUbcloved writers. These
poems were selected by Mrs. Barr herself just before her death.

What to Drink
By Bertha E. L. Slockbridgc
A remarkable containing numberless recipes for mixing the most enticing,
thirst-quenchi- drinks.

Modern Salesmanagement
By J. George Frederick

is not a "how" nor a "why" in the of selling, merchandising or dis-

tribution that is not covered fully in this volume. The author is one of America's
leading authorities on the subject.

Foreign Exchange
By Whitaker
A simple, and understandable treatment of a difficult subject by an authority
of nation-wid- e prominence. A book that covers the entire field of Foreign Exchange.
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D. APPLETON AND COMPANY, Publishers, New York

The Man with Three Names
Harold MacGrath's latest Novel

BRANDON CATHEWE
names

there is mystery con-
nected each them.
is the most fascinating charac-
ter Harold
created; strange story is

the absorbing
completely mystifying situations
in many fiction.
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forceful

good book, having just the
right proportion of mystery
and love, buy "The Man With
Three Names." A big,
swinging story, whose in-

terest is built on what hap
pened to a fine man, led on to
attempt the impossible by a
wholesome, driving, human im-

pulse. Net, $1.75.
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