
Poe's Unknown "Eureka" Philosophic Masterpiece
Poet's Metaphysical
Work Yet, May
Rank With Efforts
of the Great Evolu-
tionists
By BENJAMIN DE CASSERES.

Kdgar Allnn Poo the AmericanWAS
Newton, Dnnvin nnd Einstein nil

rolled into ono? Was Edgur Allan Poo

the greatest metaphysical and religious
Ci'liimlms that the world lnia over known?

Was it an American known to the world

only as a poet writer of weird and diubol-isti- c

tales who was one of the great philos-

opher revealcrs of the ages?
Poe the pnet and the author of the talcs

of the grotesque and arabesque liml smoth-

ered Poo the philosopher, the mathemati-

cian, the scientist, the propounder of a
great system of cosmic evolution many

cnrs before Charles Darwin published
"The Oiigin of Species" and Herbert
Spencer "First Principles.''

"Eureka" has Imost been forgotten,
although Poe declared the truths disclosed
in it were of more consequence than the
discovery of the 'aw of gravitation. It
uns published in 1848 by G. P. Putnam,
loo Broadway, in boards. Poe called it a
prose poem. It lies buried y among
his collected works, but it is a book in
itself and stands apart.

A search for "Kureka" in four or live
of the big book stores of New York made
last week by the writer revealed the as-

tounding fact that not only did not any
of the salesmen questioned know whether
"Kureka" was to be found among Ins

prose or poetienl winks, but in many cases
the work could not be had nt all. A copy
was at hist found in the book store of the
publishing house that published "Kureka"
sixh-nm- e ears ago.

Bears on Einstein Theory.
"Kureka," aside from being one of the

pmfoundest nnd sublimest works of one
of the greatest imaginations that ever
enriched the earth, bears tremen-
dously upon the theories of Kinstein nnd
the extension of the law of gravitation to
Iclit, the mystery of radium, which threat-
ens to upset all physical law, the law of
gravitation itself included; the problems
of hyperspace, the origin and destiny of
man in the light of psychic phenomena,
which have thrown some of the greatest
scientists off their feet, nnd the newer
-- peculations about the immortality of the
soul.

Is the neglect of this work t be ac-

counted for on the ground that Kdgar
Allan Poe was "only an American"
that "Kureka" was not born of a Euro-pra- n

brain?
It was almost in rage that Bluseo

Ibancz a Spaniard and a man totally
nnfainilinr with our language deplored
and execrated the lack of respect shown
lo thp world famous name of Poe in his
own country.

"America for Americans" we phonet-

ically shout. America for Americans! So
be it, and torcver! But, then, why this
neglect of the man who gave us our great- -

Soviet Russia Compared
With French Revolution

C nntmued from Preceding Page.
Babfeuf was as abhorrent to him as the
despotism of the Bourbons. He never at-

tacked th' final section of the "Declara-
tion of the Rights of --Man," which de-

clared that "the right to property being
inviolable and sacred, no one might be
deprived of it except in eases of evident
public necessity legally ascertained." And
if the legal procedure of the revolutionary
tribunal was rather summary or the
"mint" erected in the Place dc la Revolu-

tion was kept rather busily at work, it was
"iily because the "public necessity"
became the more evident as the dan-
gers of war without and treachery
"itliin gathered to threaten ihe revolution.
But expropriation, violent, immediate and
thorough, is the very first principle of
.mine's rule. It is not a measure ot

urgency, but an end in itself. The farms
must be taken from the proprietors and
given to the peasants, the factories taken
from the owners and handed over to the
workmen, the funds of the treasury and
the banks confiscated, all public utilities
and private wealth seized and delivered
into the hands of the proletariat for com-

munistic use and management.
Another striking contrast between

and Bolsheviki is to bo found in
their political philosophy. La Republic
vnc ct indivisible, was a basal Jacobin
dogma. "Federalism,'' or the dispersion
o! the power of the State through several
centres, when it might have been vulner-
able to attack from without or to counter
revolution from within, wns a crime only
less than treason in the eyes of the s.

It was for that sin that the
Girondists fell. "You arc men of dis-

memberment!" roared Danton at the
deputies from Bordeaux, who were com-

plaining in the Convention of the undue
power of Paris. "Was it at Lyons that
the Bastille was taken or at Marseilles
flint the October days occurred? Did the
people of Brest dethrone the king on tho
10th of August, or the men of Lille empty
the prisons of traitors- in September,
Paris is the bead, the provinces arc the
menthol o' Hie Iiodv politic. Von accuse
us at Pnrio of dominating France. If is
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eft philosophical work n work that nnfo- -
uutc-- Darwin's theory nnd will outlast, in
my opinion, nil that Dnrwjn wrote?

Nor is "Eureka" tho work of a young
man, of a half baked student of mnthe-mnticr- i,

phytiied and metaphysics.
. Poo died in 1849. "Eureka" was pub-

lished in 1818. It is, therefore, tho last,
tho most matured, the profoundest work
of his brnin. It is his confession of faith,
his spiritual .testnment to posterity, his
Apnlogia pro vita sua. 4

Poe first enunciated his doctrine of uni-
versal emanation nnd finnl nbsorption of
nil mnttcr and mind into the Godhood
under weird and extraordinary conditions.
It might form tho basis of ono of his own
tales.

After 1845 Poe, feeling that he was
coining to his ond, planned what he con-
ceived to bo his greatest bequest to po-
steritya theory that should explain tho
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the domination of the brain over the arm.
You would 1"

The whole policy of Jncobin rule, never
correctly understood until Anlard's
work put the matter in its true light, was
derived from the grim determination to
make France cohere. To that end the
dire to turn the country into a
cemetery than not "regenerate" it
with he elixir of the "pure" Jacobin
theory; to that end the transformation of
the whole country info a huge camp under
the compelling strains of the intensely
patriotic battle hymn of republic, fux
armes cUoyensl To that end the Hcrcu-lea- n

of the Carnots, the Lintlets,
the Prierrrs, in the of Public
Safety. To meet the attack of hostile mon-

archies Government contracted and
stiffened, like nny biological organism.
"The popular revolution," said St.
"was the surface of a volcano of foreign
conspiracies." . Napoleon Bonaparte

the Committee of Safety the
compliment of it the only govern-
ment of France worthy of name since
the fall of the old regime.
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IRISH CAPTAIN
" These as sweet a nr of pistols as any m the three

eaidan Rhowinz a pair to a young
of bis acquaintance. " and have done execution e

now, nt the slightest off ihey go, as sweet as
honey, without recoiling or dipping I never Ira
vel without them."

" I never of highwaymen m part of the

" Nor I." the officer. " and if I bad I should not
to carry the on their account

arc n species 'harks are fond of at-

tacking u lobsters; we a little too hard
to crack. No, my dear sir, highxvaymen know thai sol-

diers have not much money, and what they have they
for."

" Since that is the case, how come you to always
unit pistols V

" Because." answered the officer. I Ihero very
in accommodating any lilttr difference I may acci-

dentally have with a friend, or hicli one friend may chance
(o have with another "

" Dd you often settle differences in (hat way t"
" Why, I was twicn out before I arrived at your age.

The first was with a relation ofmy own. who said he
sec my courage tried belore be would coutribute

with the others towards the purchase ofmy first .commis-
sion; so 1 sept him word that I, be happy to give

one proof lb a veiy anX tnenmg, and whea w met
1 him so in the leg, that he has halted
ever since. But Ml his doubts being now removed, he
cheerfully contributed bis a with the rest of my

and we have been very friends ever since."
" Pray what gave you occa ton for the second said

the
" How It began originally, is mora than 1 can tell,"

the ; all I a large .company
us dined together; we sat and drank deep, and I

rvent to bed in a state of forgetfulness. nnd was
a"iked in Hie morning from a profound sleep, by a gen-tlem- a.

u ,0 DCgaD 8 ong story, how I had said
thnt l equ. d explanation . and also, that I had accidentall-
y given him.-blo- but he supposed I had no
to affront htm . kj M in a rounth-bou- t

kind of way. wil0Ul eoam ,0 So j waj
the necessity of crrupting him. " upon my con.

Sir, (said I, lam liable io with carttin
ty, whether I had any affronting yo or not,

my head is still a little coaruscd.nnd I have no
clear recollection of what do I compre-
hend your drift at present, but I cotfecture that wish
to have Mtufaction; if so. I must beg yon will be kind

to say so at once, I shall bo nt your service.'''
himself thus cut short, ! named tbty place and the

hour. I met him precisely at he time. Hit first pistol
missed fire, but I hit him in th! At his second
shot, the pretty ntai rae, but mine .lodged in
his hip, nnd then he he wns quirt satisfied. So
as I had given a blow the preceding jught, two wounds
that morning, qpan declaring satisfied, 1 was
contented."

"You havo.beeft bought .err hard lo
you uaa made any difficulty.

"I thought in mn.n.J .k. u. .JO- -- J -- - iigviuyi uio HpuHU. HUU U
the ended, hs being carried home in a coach, and I
marching from the field of Utile

" Pray, may.! ask, ifyon aner was in a battle V
"No." the captnmriih a tigh, "laerer was!

1 never bad good ibrtona, I would gWatdl the
money I have in tka orM.sd si) the awaj I ath ow
iog.Uch UHtaaiiiaifwjtnTbione tcnoT.
xaw.'f

Compare this intense nationalism of the
Jacobins with the political philosophy of
Lcnine and Trotzky. The Bolsheviki care
nothing for or for any
country, as a political State. They
are internationalists, supranationulists,

They have no faith
at all in political ideals. The de-

mocracies of the Entente Powers are
ns odious to as the autocracies of
the Central Powers, for they arc all tarred
with the same stick of capitalism. "Rus-

sia, one and indivisible," is n slogan which
the Bolsheviki laugh at. They would like
nnd they to control all Russia, of

as would like and
expect to control nil the world; but
it is not for Russia's sake that they
cherish these hopes, for they would rather
have any part of Russia Bolshevist than
all of Russia anything else. So thev

consented to the dismemberment of
Russia, for the moment nt least, in order
to get n breathing for the establish-
ment of dictatorship.

It is true that the Bolsheviki are fight
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ginning tho trip. Poe thereupon ndvor-tise- d
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and
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"Provided you had a good cause ;" replied iheyoiiug
student.

u I should uot be squeamish respecting the cause, pr.it
I had a good-battle-

, that, dear, is nhatnstboiuow
essential to a who wishes lo improve

in his profession. I have much reason, therefore,
to wish a war. aod at the preient juncture, it woulrl
be much for the advantage of the nation in general, a; ii
is dwindling into a country ploogbmen, oanufuriurersr
and merchants. And you must know, that 1 am pretty
fortunate, stood shots, and I new

but once."
" Thirteen ' what, have you fought thirteen doeis J"
"No. no'" replied (he captain, "the hut iho. fired atme completed ooly sixth

nonder, of lAUlevu.- -?, ,lld Elian relate tba.Myrmecides wrought of ivory charriot, with lourwheels and four horses, and. a ship win, hertacMbw
m w small a compass, thai a bec could hideeitbw

with its wings. Nor should we doubt this, when we And
it recorded .n English history, on qtiettionable autho-r.tj- '.thai .o (he twentieth Elitabeth'ireien.
a blacksmith of London, of the name of Mark SeaUotmade a lock of iron, ecl, and brass, ofeleren pietc Brui
a pipe key. of which only one-grai- SUalso made a chain of gold, of fortyihree Iruks. which rfe

Hadrianu.Juni. . MecllKo h,
into the form o, basket; in u vrere-fS- n

pan; of dice the spots --wouobe
easily to be discerned with a good

ButtiM moreextraordiakry than thv-j,- ,.
any thing we have yet mentioned, must W been anTi
turnery shown at in the time ot fop Pan the Fi(iiH
by one Shad of Mitelbracb, vrhoridparchajofl afwm
artist Oswaldus Norhingensr U coasineu ofntteta hun-ilre- d

dishes, which were all and complete tn every
part, yet so small and slender thaflb whole couid latasifi
ly enclosed in a case fabricated rn a peppefedm cftht vV
dinary site' The hope rata i (a hare Jiinidf oobbbm
them, bnt with the help'oT-apai- r f for (hty

so very small sis to invisible to we aeye. Aiu,., nolirrfsa thus saUsticd haown eyes ofthe fact, he did not; we are assured, requite of tbotc ablmi
him to subscribe to k on the credit of his infitUibility ; for
he gate every one an opportunity of examirnnf nndjtidg
mg for himself, and among the persons thus Mghlfavortd
particular reference is made to Gasper Schioppnr. Johar,
oeiFaber, a physician of Rome.

Turrianus, of whose skill m many wonderful things
related, is raid to have fabricated iron mill, wlucn moved
of.themselvet, so mnote in tat, tht a monk douid carry
Cot in hut sleeve ; and yethwus powirrul enoushto grind
ina single day, gram enough for tne oooaitsptroh pfaigM
men.

A A boy in Vermont, accustomad W
ing alone, so prone to whistling, that, as as

by.htmself, he unconsciously commenct-d- . Wnrn
asleep, the muscles ofthe mouth, ehesi, and luugKWereso
eoaphs'iiV concatenated the asTcciatton, hi.wl'isittd
with a, rMahif3g jhrlUnes: A paid Mnnteharxe hfi n
appetite, and alrma total brwtai'4v af rtttrgij, cpwju
ced hi. tnorheflfwauiflcrirl lairtaath. jf noxstartfi!' crir
cotM;wkk 'aaaccaonpliif cjtiy liicnvjw".iiU".
aaahjty Jrcmclhcrbo,utio hod orucrTPKHT tP
As soon s Ire hegm ro wlccfM

ing desperately now. But they are not
lighting the integrity of They
showed that they cared nothing for that
when they undermined the dis-

cipline and overthrew the political au-

thority of the only agents who could
fairly be said to represent the nation, and
usitred the power of 180,000.000 citizens
into the hands of some 200,000 satellites
of clever demagogues who took advantage
of their country's extremity to possess
themselves its capital, its treasury and
its army. Here, again, we see a market!
contrast between the and the Rus-

sian revolutions. War was the result of
the revolution in a war brought
on the State for the punishment of its
delinnce of in general and its de-

capitation of Louis XVI. in particular.
TIip revolution ncccptcd the challenge and
entered war as a holy crusade in de-

fence of right of the
of nations. Jnst the contrary hap-

pened in Russia. The revolution there
was largely result of the The
people were war weary. The armies were
poorly equipped and scantily fed. Initial
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successes in East Prussia and Galicia had
been turned into crushing defeats. Thou-

sands of soldiers were deserting, hasten-
ing to their homes to be the first to secure
the land which the new lenders were
promising to them. When Gotitchkov and
Kerensky tried to furnish a national basis
for the revolution in the programme, de-

fence against the foreign foe first and
then reorganization of society within the
State, the Bolsheviki replied with the doc-

trine or "defeatism" and peace at any
price. As they had, before their days of
power, desired a German victory on the
eastern front as a lesser evil than the en-

hanced despotism of a triumphant Czar,
so now tbey would hoist the white flag nnd
sacrifice whole provinces in order to
"dish" Kerensky. For the dictatorship
of the proletariat could not endure a rep-

resentative government. "Democracy,
since March, 1917," said Lenine, "has
been a shacklo fastened on the revolu-
tionary natjons!"

In other words, it is tho reproach ot
the nations, in the judgment of the Bol-

sheviki, that thev have set nationalism

')

Forgotten Volume
Written Shortly Be-for- e

His Death
Strangely Neglected

Its TimelinessNow
mcnt of my view. What I have pro-

pounded will in good timo revolutionize
the worlds of physical nnd metaphysical
icior.ee. I say this calmly, but any jt."

The reporter for tho Express (who was
lief) said in his paper the next morning
Hint Mr. Poo's lecture ho regarded na
"beyond nil question the most elaborate
nnd profound effort we ever listened to.
The work has all the completeness and
oneness of plot required in a poem, with
nil the detail nnd accuracy required in a
scientific lecture.

"Starting from the Deity, ns a comet
from the sun, it went careering onward in
its uinrcli through infinite space, ap
proaching more and more the comprehen-
sion of man, until bending its course
nearer and nearer it grew brighter and
brighter until it buried itself in a blaze of
glory whence it had birth."

Another writer said it wns one hour and
a half after the lecturo began that the
audience wns sensible of time at all. In
a select and nervous diction he went on
"with cold, abstracted eye, not upon the
men and women before him but toward
those sublime celestial orbs abqut whose
origin and destiny he was discoursing in
such, lofty language."

He finally took the manuscript to Mr.
Putnam, with the suggestion that 50,000
copies be issued nt once. Mr. Putnam wns
so profoundly impressed after reading
the ok that he accepted it within forty-ci- g,

t hours after its submission. Five
liii.idiTd copies were immediately printed.

Pop's preface to "Kureka" is Poesrjue to
the nth Poe degree. Here it is:

"To the few who love me and whom I

love to those .wh6 feel rather than think
'o the dreamers and those who put faith

in theutiis as in the only reality I offer
thii, book of Truths, not in its character
of Truth-Telle- r, but for the Beauty that
abounds in its Truth, constituting it true.
To these I present the composition as an
A rl Product alone let us say as a Ro-

mance, or, if it be not urging too lofty a
olniin, ns a Poem.

"What I here propound is true thrre-for- e

it cannot die; or if by any means it
be now trodden down so that it die, it will
ri.--e again to the Life Everlasting.

"Nevertheless, it is as a Poetn only that
I wish this work to be judged after I am
dead."

Poe's Preface to "Eureka."
Poe wns sure of his reckoning. Science

is "nil in the air" It is going back
to the poets and seers for data. Tho sci-

entific "truths" of one generation are the
jets of the next. Only the poet sees
through the ephemeral, the temporary,
the material. In "Kureka'' he took both
the intuitional and the rationalistic tools
of the soul and showed the universe to
be but an ironic or cyclic dream in the
brain of Brnhma. Involution is the
method of illusion. .Matter has no reality.
Involution of spirit is the truth and
there is nothing but God and vibrations.

Many and literary men have
tried to draw up a resume of "Eureka,"
but it is beyond them. It must be read
by the eye of the imagination, nnd to
muster its one hundred and fifty pages is
to rise with the Great Secret in the brnin.

"Think," says Poe in the concluding
lines of this lost masterpiece of the imagi-

nation, "1 1ml the sense of individual
identity will be gradually merged in the,

general consciousness; that Man, for ex-

ample, ceasing imperceptibly to feel him-

self Man, will at last attain the awfully
triumphant epoch when he shall recognize
his existence as that of Jehovah. In the
meantime bear in mind that nil is Life
Life Life within Life the less with the
greater, and all within the Spirit Divine."

All thought is travelling Poeward to-

day. The struggle for existence, the the-

ory of gravitation nnd the cellular theory
of life all lapse in that great apotheosis .

at the end of "Kurekn."
Has this "morbid," "neurotic," Ameri-

can, known only by his "Raven" and a'

few tnles. written the book of the cen-

turies? Has an American put Darwin
and Newton into the nursery school of
thought f

above revolution, making the nation the
guardian of the revolution and the revo-

lution the cement of the nation. And no
revolution in history ever served the cause
of nutiomilisiu more devotedly and con-

stantly than the great, revolution of 178!).

Whatever internationalism there was in
that revolution1 was the generous overflow
of the cup of blessing which wns held to
the lips of France. The "nations" which
paraded in pantomime before the bar of
the convention, brought each (heir-tribut- e '

of gra(i(ude to the city set upon a hill.
They should catch the radiance of the new
age of reason and freedom, and each carry
the sacred fire to kindle new centres of
democracy. Their hope was built on a
better citizenship in a juster State. But
State and citizen mean nothing to the Bol-

shevik. Democracy he repudiates as a
shackle. Evolution he scorns as stagna-
tion For accumulations of money, prop-
erty or learning he has no respect. Only
one class counts for him, a eluss as nar-
row as tho Prussian Junkers or the Polish
nnhlcs. His "civilization" is built on
sand.


