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Are Stage and Cinema
Art's Siamese Twins?

By LAWRENCE REAMER.
is 1101 Jlattorins to national pride that a piny by a native authorIt. dealing with ono of the great llguros of American history should
have been rejected nfter n brief hearing while nn Englishman's drama

ot the life of n later hero is still In the hish tide of Its success The scene
I'ercy Mncknyc's "Washington" are the shrines of American history.

Mount Vernon, the Delaware, at Trenton, Valley Torse and Yorktown
these holy to the American patriot, especially when the dominating figure
of George Washington looms against their sacred background. Could an
American playwright, with the assistance of other arts thnt serve the '

theatre, fail to interest his countrymen in this theme?
'

Evidenly Mr. Mackaye was er.ual to the task. Critics so old fashioned
as to defer to subloet nnd niirnose In nnv artistic seliemn wbleb Is sn bU.
torical In its nature as this one was felt the necessity of u mood to appre
ciate. The attempt won sympathy. It was altogether worthy in the best
sense of the word. Maybe for that reason Its complete failure seemed the
aore deplorable and, moreover, the less excusable. But nobody could

deny to any author setting out with such a purpose rtv aid of sympathetic
appreciation. Thai It was altogether unavailing in tills literary calamity
does not make the desire to extend the glad hand any less commendable.

It seems that nfter all "Washington" failed more on account of its
c'ort at humor than any weakness in dealing with the moments of serious
."tercet. Why should every effort, at folk interest, either In story or sonj,
so often become morel jr silly? The old ballad singer Quitloquon was a

hopeless ninny throughout every scene la which ho appeared. When he
Mounted a hobby horse and with the two children sang "Yankee Doodle"
the bottomless pit of idiocy seemed to be fathomed. Maybe In the vnst-ne- s

of an out of door spectacle there might be room for something of the
kind, but in a playhouse the effect Is cruel. Throughout the play there
were a dignity and sincerity in tne serious episodes wiucii mlgiit have
gainml a toleration for the work. Yet these were followed Invariably by

tome outbreak of inanity from the appalling QuiUoqunn and the day was lost,
completely lost.

Tlio cinema prows closer to the
theatre In its business relations at least,
and while these may not bo the sub
ject for comment from those who are
supposed to view the artistic fcldo of
tlio theatre nlone, there Is an cxcub-abl- o

relation between tho two. Just
now it is the call of tho popular cinema
Jnimes to the stage that seems newest
In theatro enterprise. Tho scheme
seems to 1m? no more than a. reversal of
tlio process of transferring tho well
known artors of the theatre to the
studio, which was ono support of the
pieturo play in its earlier days.

It needs no such support nowadays.
It is doubtful if tho aid was ever more
than nominal slnco tho players who
havo learned their technic on the
spoken staco were never the most
popular before the camera. Tho mimes
who smllo and weep, leap or shoot

tho camera Just as they were
taught to do by their first director are
nfter all the best liked by their public.
They do their duties according to the
technic of tho picture play and that Is
after nil most effective in tho circum-
stances. Now the technic of the pic-

ture aetor is to bo brought before tho
theatre spectators. This 1st Just enough,
slnco the technic of tho other plays
was in tho first Instance nil that was
available for rfo cinema in Its incep-
tion. So the change is fair.

I'rom Screen to Since.
Presumably it is tho technic of tho

nhotocrnphio stago which Miss Theda
llara exhibits in "Tho Hlun name."
It is of course out of its placeJYct
ono must say that if such be the
jiractice of tho picture player In the
spoken drama it is not different in ls

from tho methods of the amateur.
In her performance there was no trace
of professional certainty or skill from
tho use of well understood means. It
was altogether colorless. Probably
with tho sensational conditions of this
play, nlready cooled off, sho will never
bo called on to act again in the spoken
drama. She reveals not the slightest
excuse for a placo on tho stage.

But there will inevitably bo rs

to tho popular adulation of
Miss Elsie Ferguson and Mls3 Bara.
David Belasco already confesses tbat
bo has cast his eyo on Miss Mary
j'lckford. It will bo interesting to see
how much he accomplishes with the
most noted flguro In ono medium of
i cprcscntatlon who had gained little
rr no measure of success in tho other.
In tho mcantimo tho interest In Its
celluloid stars transferred to the the-nii- o

continues unabated. "Sacrcl and
j'roiano was tolerated out a
few nights In London. Arnold Ben-
nett's play met there with swift re-

jection. Hero there eeems no possi-
bility of satisfying tho public deslro to
tee tho drama. Of course it Is not this
Inept, drawn out specimen of amateur
dramaturgy which is attracting the
thousands. Nor is it the admirable
nctlng of Jose Ruben as tho afflicted
pianist. It seems to bo .nothing moro
nor less than a deslro to gee tho loxoly
Miss Ferguson after her long Impr's- -

be
this actress, popular as she is, In

her admirers by appearing In
tho cinema. There is nothing demo-
cratic the prices at the Morosco
Theatre. They hover about the top
notch. So It is not her new puoilc
accumulated in a cheap priced movlo
world that Is turning out so loyally.
Jt Is tho able to pay for
what he wants.

The view of the cinema is moro en-

couraging In Its own direct form than
In any relation to the theatre. It Is

not to bo disputed that tho form of
tho art Is simple. It is expressed In
one medium. It is even Independent
of speech and of song, whereas both
drama and opera' aro not so

Music in the revelation o, a
pieturo play is Incidental,

not in tho least essential. But rpeeeb
and music aro indispensable to drama
and opera. Tne cinema may exist by
itn own medium alone.

And It is in this form that it Is
most admirable. Any union of tho
two is nearly always fatal. We had
the cinema dramaturgy in "Thrco
Faces East," for Instance, and were
surprised at first by its swiftness, gen-
eral obscurity and altogether incom-
prehensible thrills. All tho of
melodrama- - were temporarily affected
by this gift of speech to the scenario.
Even ns expert a writer as Samuel
Shipman tried tho process In "Tho
Woman in Hoom 13." Its general effect
was to put the characters In the story
before the public In silhouette rather
than in the round. But its
passed away and when Paul Anthony
Kelly tried the trick once moro in
"Tho Phantom Legion" its old power
was gone. Tho transfer to tho spoken
stage of the actresses who havo be-

come popular in these picture plays is
but a temporary phase of tho frequent
attempts to unite tho two arts. They
are never happy In the event. "The
Bluo Flame" contains scenes that
might set an audience tingling with
excitement wero they shown as moving
photographs. As acted and spoken
drama, however, they arouso derisive
laughter. They aro no moro engross-
ing than "Tho Queen of tho Opium
Iling," which A. H. Woods used to
offer to tho patrons of his melodramas,
and ho would not think of bringing
out one of them now.

To Act for thr Tear Dnet.

Tlio return of Miss P.lanche Yurka
o the local stage is a reminder of tlio

slight patience which theatregoers of
tho present day feel for tho repre-
sentation of "emotional"
scones. Miss Yurka Is an altogether
ndmlrablo actress In such parts. Sho
can Impersonate feminine distress nat-
urally, without exaggeration and with
appealing simplicity of method. Sho
established her ability in this field so
long ago as the production of "Day-
break" at tho Harris Theatre. Thero
was a time when tho possession of
such talents would have won hor an
exalted position en tho stago of this
country. Sho Is not tho only woman
to realize that, after all, the kind of
talents that were so much appreciated
In tho past do not carry an actress far

y nor establish her firmly In the
theatre world.

Miss Dorothy Donnelly acted tho
title rolo In ".Mine. X." in a way that
would In tho days of the great popu-
larity of tho hysterical Gallic drama
havo put her In tho first rank of
American actresses. Y'ct when the
voguo of tho play camo to on end
there was Uttlo memory of the fa- -

onment. It can ocarcely Bald that rnous achievement. Emily Anna Well

creased

about

theatregoer

writers

vogue

man In "The Guilty Man" at the Astor
Theatre three yoirs ago played In re-

markably effcctlvo manner a brief
scene of fevered emotional stress. Sho
would also in tho past havo been
made cnduringly fomous by such an
accomplishment. Tho memory of
Nance O'Xell's brilliant acting In "Tho
Lily" departed with tho play.

But tho progress of theso actresses
would In the past have been simple
Having shown the ability to play such
roles, others would have been found at
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"I.lrhtnln' " Gaiety
"East Is West" Axtor
"Happy Das" Hippodromo
"Scandal" Thirty-nint- h Street
"Adam and Uva" I.ongncrc
"Clarence" Hudson
"The Gold niggers" Lyceum
"The Storm" . . . .Foity-clslit- h Street
"Declassec" Umpire
"Apple Blossoms" Globe
"The Uttlo Whopper" Casino
"His Honor Abe Potaph" Bijou
"Passing Show of 1919"

Winter Garden
"Huddles" Selwyn
"The Blue Flame" Shubcrt
"Wedding Hells" Han Is
"Irene" Vanderbllt
"The Bolnsco
"Aphrodite" Century
"My Lady Friends" Comedy
"Monsieur Beaucalre"

New Amsterdam
"Abraham Lincoln" Cort
"Tho Sign on the Door" Republic
"The Famous Mrs. Fair". .. .Miller's
"Smllln' Through" Broadhurst
"Tlio Acquittal" ....Cohan & Harris
"The Purple Mask" Booth
"Tho Passion Flower" Belmont
"Mamma's Affair' Fulton
"As You Were Central
"Tho Night Boat" Liberty
"My Golden Girl" Nora Bnyes
"Breakfast In Bed" Eltlngu
"Beyond the Horizon" Little
"Shavings" Knickerbocker
"The Wonderful Thing" .Playhouse
"Sacred and Profane Love" . Morosco
"The Letter of tho Law". . .Criterion
"Jane Clegg" Gurrlck

IVInccss
"The Hottentot" Cohan
"Sophie" Greenwich Village
"Look Who's Here" ....44th Street
"Blchnrd HI' Plymouth
"Musk" Punch & Judy
"Nine O'clock Bcvue" and

"Midnight Frolic,"
New Amsterdam Boot

once to carry further tho possibilities,
commercial and artistic, of such a
talent. There would havo been Mar-
guerite (lautlcr awaiting representa-
tion at the hands of tho new actress.
Then dilbcrtc would havo wept for in-

terpretation by tho newcomer whoso
conception of JIss Multon would havo
been eagerly awaited. Then Juliet and
tho rest of the roles that marked her
ascent to final Importance would havo
been expected In duo time. In that
day, tho, way of tho actress of such
gifts was easy.

But that was the day of the actor
This i3 tho day of tho dramatist. Au-

diences in tlio past were willing to see
life then through tho eyes of the actor.
So these women chiefly outsldo the
Shakespearean repertoire, tho creation
of tho French playwrights of tho lato
70s and 80s, attracted tho attention
of tho public through the skill of their
Interpreters not from any pieturo ofj
llfo which they offered. Soon nfter;
Nora Hchncr appeared on tho scene!
interest In them waned. They wero'
succeeded so far ns tho stage of this:
country went by such women ns Paula
Tanqueray and Magda Schwartz, whoi
might to-d- havo been compelled to
make her way In tho theatro world
with the handicap of such a name as
Haggle Black. Already the day of tho
actor was drawing to a close and tho
dramatist was feeling his preponder-
ance.

Miss Jane Cowl In tho present gen-erait-

of actresses succeeded best in
holding her public through the appeal
to the tear duct. But after her ap-
pearance in such parts which hap-
pened to too In successful plays, for a
short time, the actress realized that
comedy was moro In the mood of the
public at this time. So her popularity
Is probably for that reason greater
than ever. How much more difficult.

moreover, is tho task of the comedi-
enne. Miss Cowl has become nn adept
in comcy and acts with equal skill
in both phases of her art. Miss Emily
Stevens, on tho other hand, in her
attempts at tho delicacy of comedy
artificial comedy at that, does no more
than impress tho tipectator with hor
skill as an actress of dramatic char-
acters. One need not touch tho seri-
ous ladles, to begin with, so lightly.
Ono may, indeed, pound somewhat
heavily on the emotions and yet do no
harm to illusion.

But tho playing of comedy as it is
acted, for Instance, in the present day
by MLss Mario Tempest, scarcely an
actress of this generation Is more deli-

cate and feathery, more polished and
subtle than tho portrayal of tho deeper
emotions. Possibly it is in reality
much moro of an art with less than
tho natural force to depend on- - Yet
oven tho best of tho great ones of the
past wero often Judged rather by their
acting of tlio lighter phases of famous
characters than by the more rerious.
Mme. Helena Modjoska, for instance,
won tho admiration of critics in "La
Damo aux Camellias" more by her
delicato playing of tho light comedy
episodes to bo found In tho original
play than by her manner of taking
the regulation hurdles. So the genius
of high comedy lms always bsn suf
ficiently respected, although the emo-
tional actress was more honored in
tho past than sho is

St.L
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EURIPIDES'S "MEDEA" AGAIN.

Beginning afternoon at
the Ganlck Theatro tho "Medea" of
Euripides will be presented by Maurice
Browne, with Gilbert Murray's transla-
tion. Miss Ellen Van Volkcnburg will
plav Medea. Others In the cast will bo
Moroni Olsen, Janet Young, Henry Still-ma- n

and Italpb Roader. The scenery
and costumes were designed by Ray-
mond Johnson. There will be special

on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.

ON THE CITY CIRCUIT.

John Drew will appear In
"Tho Cat-Bird- ," Rupert Hughes's com-
edy, nt the Shubert Riviera, supported
by Miss Janet Bcccher, Arthur Barry,
Miss Ruth Flndlay, Miss Sydney Mason
and the others of tho original company
recently run at Maxlne Elliott's Thea-
tro.

"Roly-Bol- y Hyes," John Cort's mu-
sical play, will be at tho Standard, with
Eddlo Leonard still In tho role which
he bad ot tho Knickerbocker Theatre.
Tho rest of tho company also remains.

Co in I ii tr to the Colninliln.
Dave Morion, known to ratrons of

burlcsquo through his Impersonation ot
Snuffy tho Cabman," will bring his

company to tho Theatre this
week. Tlio tltlo of his current produc-
tion is ''Stageland." Babe La Tour, Will
H. Ward, Miss Agnes Behler and Sid
Gold support blm in the various
burlesquo, vaudevillo and musical

Special 10 Discount From Regular Price
Pay Only $3.50 Per Week

Four-Piec- e Bedroom Suite
Regular Price $220 Discount Price $198
During the coming week a Special Discount of 10 will be allowed on thh
regular $220 four-piec- e bedroom suite. This brings the cost down to the
bargain price of $108, which can be paid in easy installments of $3.50 per
week.
Your selection of this suite in mahogany, ivory, or golden oak. Bureau
measures 42 inches in length and has pretty panels in cane just below its
handsome 24x30 inch mirror. Bed is also panelled at head and foot in cane.
Chiffonier also cane panelled and measures 34 inches long. Dressing table
is 36 inches long and has three beautiful mirrors, two of which swing on
specially fitted hinges. During this week, special price, SI 98.Payable $3.50 a week.)

Both Stores Open Saturday Evenings.
Harlem Store Also Open Monday Evenings.

COWPERTHWAJT & SONS
"Oldest Furniture House in America''

3rd Avenue
121st

matinees

Columbia

Two 193-2- 05 Park Row
Stores- - at Chatham Sq.

rr

Pianist Wins Her Way in Vaudeville

M!i Kilythc Ualar. a pretty pianist,
wan Is featured In Harry Fox's new
vaudeville act, will play the plnno at
tho Royal Theatro this week. N'lneteen
years old, alio came from Kansas City,
Mo., a few months ago alor.o and with-
out a friend in New York, seeking a
career as a concert pianist. A volunteer
act got her a hearing and this got htr
n contract to make piano records for
two years. Since signing the contract
sho has composed and ncorded two
numbers and baa undertaken a vaude-
ville engagement In New York.

Others on the programmo at tho Royal
will bo Miss Belle Baker In son? char-
acterizations; tho Lovcnberg Sisters
and Slme Xcary In n revue ; Eddie Kano
and Jay Herman and Slgnor Frlscoe.

Stars on bills at other vaudeville
houses are:

PAL-AC- Joseph Santley and Miss
Ivy Sawyer in "Bits and Pieces" ; "Wil-

liam and Girdon Dooley, retained for a
second weok ; tho House of David Band,
also retained ; Harry Langdon In "John-
ny's New Car," and Miss Lily Lena, an
English comedienne.

RIVERSIDE Miss Trixl Frlganza,
the Mnsconl Brothers and family, Miss

Elizabeth M. Murray and Gcorgle Price.
COLONIAIi Miss Alice Lloyd, Miss

Dolly Connolly, Ray Raymond and Percy
Wenrlch and Frank Dobson In "The
Slrers."

EIGHTY-FIRS- T STREET Miss Ame-
lia Stone and Armnnd Kallz, tho photo-
play "The River's End," with Lewis
Stone and Miss Marjorlo Daw and
Homer Dickinson and Miss Grade
Deag m.

ALHAMBRA Miss Sophie Tucker,
William Seabury's "Frlvollcs," Aleen
Bronon and Joe Cook.

AMEBIC N Aaron Hoffman's com-
edy "The New Leader,' with Jack Pel-ma- n;

"Hearts and Flowers." a fnrco
with music ; Henry and Moore In "At
tho News Stand." and Douglas MacLean
and Miss Doris May in the picture
"What's Your Husband Doing?

TWENTY-THIR- D STREET A. Sey
mour Brown, "Tho New Teacher"
Frank and Toby Shell and Miss Loulso
Glaum In tho photoplay 'Tho Lono
Wolf's Daughter."

The usual Sunday concerts will be
given nt thn various vaudevillo houses,
In addition to tho Century Theatre and
the Manhattan Opera House.

Spring and Summer

FURS
Charming New Models

the final note of distinction,
in the fashionable Wardrobe

WRAPS CAPES
ANIMAL SCARFS

Dry Cold Storage
of

Winter Furs

Send for Booklet.
" The Care of Furs."

384 Fifth Avenue
BET. 35 th and 36th STS.

Phone 2044 Greeley

Troot
and

Tweeds

In the quiet of your den,
with the oH tackle box open
and tho smoke curling up from
your Dunhill shell pipe, doesn't
the picture come back like a
scene in the movies?

Can't you almost hear the
gurgle of the stream?

You are selecting a Red
Hackle or is it a Royal
Coachman? for the speckled
beauty that just flashed in the
sun.

Putienro! Give tho balmy winds
and bright sunshine half u chance
and the stream will be cleared.

Your dream will be realized in a
well-fille- d creel!

From the dry-fl- y counter to the
trying-o- n rooms for tweeds this
store is alive with Spring activity.

Abercrombie & Fitch
Tweed Suits and
Spring Topcoats

IE
W

They are being worn more
than ever by women as well
as men and never have there
been such assortments!

' On the street, in the hotels,
in the sleepers and motor cars

city and country, early and
late.

Women's suits of imported Scotch.
English and Irish weaves, and our
exclusive "Thorntweeds" char-
acteristic Abercrombie & Fitch
models.

Separate skirts of plaids and
stripes, to be worn with separato
coats of camel's hair and tricotines.

Topcoats, jackets, sweaters, shirts,
boots, and the hat specially de-

signed for each outfit.
Riding suits in widest selection of

correct materials, and all riding
accessories.

Mens Golf Suits-Ame- rica's

Best Selection
0

Their variety, as well as ap-
propriateness of material, sur-

passes anything before shown
in this country.

From the medium-weigh- t,

Shetlands, tweeds, home-
spuns and "Thorntweeds" to tho
suit of Shantung silk or linen.

In plain colors, checks, plaids
knickcrbocker or long-trous- er

models with hats and caps of the
same or harmonizing materials.

Golf hose, shirts, neckwear, shoes,
belts every item of the golf outfit,
from our perfectly balanced hand-
made clubs to a golf trunk.

Write for Illustrated Booklet on
Women's Outdoor Clothes.

Abercrombie
&. Fitch Co

r.ir II. Fitch, l'rt.ldmt.
Madison Avenue and 45th St.,

New York

"Where the Blazed Trail
Crosses (he Boulevard."


