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Tue Buitbixe Breainess axo Buipers—LimpiNe
—Cavege or Bap WoRkMANSHIP—ARCHITECTS—
axp Jowsveyues.— We live in a city which boasts
of some of the finest buildings, to all tplmnranqe, in
the Union. Our hotels, warchouses, and dwelli
which have been erected within the last ten er twelve
years, are the admiration of strangers, and the pride of
the island. But this s as far as | shall allow rhetoric
lo spea's on the sabjeet; I intend this morning w ag-
tate the whole system of building as it exists, snd has
existed for some yearsin this city, to the very aravel,
beyond the layer of mud and cerruption which has
there acommaulating unobserved by the multitude
who have merely glanced upon rhe surface. 111 dis-
turb some of the comfortable mastor-builderswho have
quietly angled along its banks, till their beskets are
full, the blame be on themselves. On a future ocea-

sion 1 shall give some tewse, pithy, and authentic
sketches, «f the lives, works, talents, intelleets, politi-
cal dignities, and consummate ignorance ef several of
our mast distingwished “bosses,” asthey are elegant-
ly termed in pure Manhattanese. y
It is a fact well known, to the working classes at

lenst, that while master-buildors have, during the pe-
riod alluded ro above, been growing richer, their jour-
noymen have been growing poorer. Your pseudo-
poﬁﬁul economists who dabble in subjeets they can-
not understand, would impute this to ¢very other cause
but the true one. 1cha geit upon the present system
of bulding, the unholy nlliaace of the parsimony of
proprietors, oud the rivalry of contracters, a connee-
tiont which, besides this evil of lopeless poverty to the
honest workmen, has engendered others, of constant
annoyance to families who subscquently oceupy mo-
dern edifices, which, construeted ofunmgsunﬁd mni-
terials, sympathize with every starm, and in due time,
admit through their ynwaing erevices, what Booer-
have calls “the arrows of death.” This is sober trath.
The leading prineiple in the present system of build-
ing, is that of estimating. In fermer times, if a cap-
italist wished to improve his vacant lots, he choose a
builder of skill and integrity, 1o erect his houses by
the day; then, mon were honest and reposed confi-

dence in each other, but a new order of things has
succeeded. Now, (er up tothe commencement of the
yressure,) builders are not selecied for such qualifica-
tions, but aceepted according to the minimum of their
estimates. Some nrchitect, or some builder by proxy,

prepares the plans and specification of the future edi-
fice, at the request of the owners, and these are sub-
mitted to the inspection of all who will “put in” for
the job. Then begin w be deultﬂ)cd the early beau-
ties of this leading principle. One, twoe and three
builders, will secretly combine together, at the private
solicitation of a fourth, to estimate at a ccrtain pitch,
each ditlering so slightlyas te impress the owner with
the belief that the average ratc at which g0 many con-
cur must be nearest the actual value of the work, in
order that he may chalk below them, with safety to
himself, and thus secure the job. In this way, the
erack builder of the day, always an ohject of envy to
his rivals, is ofien overreached, and thie fond one who
was smployed to prepare the plan, ete. expecting on
this account to be favored with the contracy, he toais
di inted. The conduct of those builders who
combined to assist the successful applicant, seems
generous, from the fact that they thus deprive them-
selves uf all hopes of securing the work, but it is far
from being disinterested, they look for their reward in
the pecuniary assistance, which their grareful benefi-
ciary, will lend them as his oceasional payments fall
die. And when these instalments will be received,
they know as well as the recipient himself. This isa
singular feature in kuilding finance, There is searce-
ly & magter of wote in the city, who does net know
the eircamstances of his lellow-craftsmen ; ther dates
of their recaipts, he knows from pccular demonstra-
tion, by the exammation of specifications; of their

ayments, for labor,also by observation, for materiils
‘;y induetion, judging from the receipts from the pro-
prietor : most of our “ " are passable philoso-
phers in the latter particular. Thisis an advantage,
whieh the merchant eannot emjoy.

But 10 procecd with the evils which resuli from the
principle of estimating. We may at once infer, of
course, that the price of the succesaful contractor, is

| eninging employées in anether light,

house begins to develope its defocts.
comes pervious to the slightestfall of rain; the hmt?e
itself settles in certain parts, eracking the walls in
every direction; pannels recede frem their places,
and warp asunder, tearing up mouldings as they go;
shutters are obstruetedl on their hmges, and doors
either refuse to budge.
fiive hundred to n tho e88
repairs, and if the builder, whose fault it is, ean
tench the owner to believe that it is the fault of -
forseen circumstances, he deubtless will receive or-
ders to repair, in which of course he will render a bill
as heavy ns

semewhere in the province of zers.  To carry on his
business now, in a legitimate manner, i. e. by using
sd material by acting with justice towards his
employées, and by not swerving a jot frem his con-
tract, would inevitaly endanger it, for the shrivelled
prefits, of this, perhaps mammoth operation, would
not sustain him, in the uncertain fluctuations of the
market of building matenals. h,I‘lulhlms odcalculmons
like a string of sausages, ‘in lengthened sweeiness,
lon dra:n‘ out” have been made, and his ingenuity
1 |ﬂ‘ht if he cannot come out of the noxious flower
withits honey on his thighs. If however his eredit
be good, or his extra resources ample, he can thus in
a nwmn] take advaniage of a redsction in the price
of materials, and replenish his stock.,  But it isin the
rices of labor, that he looks for his profits, and ihe
lowingis the plan he pursues. Being now dog of
the day, a flock of his poor innoeent dupes, come to
his fold, for the purpose of nibbling a pittance, If he
i 8 ambitious, he retains the entire workmanship ef
the building, inclusive of the mason's portion—mas-
ter-carpeaters gencrally estiwale, master-masons
not always combining with them—in this case, how-
ever, master-masons besiege him with their sub-esti-
mates—the lowest is of course nccepted. Trve, ne
pretends to employ the masan, on the score of friend-
ship, but in such an extremity, it is easily perceptible,
that nearly all are his friends. The mason's portion
being satisfactorily adjusted, that care is off his mind;
he is new ready to receive sub-estimates from scores
of workmen, for small sections of work, s1® as the
framing, the different stories, variows rooms, the attic,
the flooring, the inside-shutters, the stairs, the doors,
ote. This 18 the system of IPmpm " or sub-con-
tracting, the monster spring from the present un-
hullh!" system of bﬂildl‘:l the bane alike of work-
manship and workmen. Look at the horde of hun-
importunates who environ the lordly “boss;"
some of them driven to the expedient bly pinching
i by the vain hope of realizing more

glunr, Rile
sustained by those who are *lords of the ascendant.”
It r:.‘rI:’ introduced to b eak up theinfluence of the Ire-
la

the Tuckers, and the Bartrams of the good old
and edifices have never been so well built since.—
More ornamen
dor has follow
ty are confined to the buildin !
The merits of decoration and convenience whieh our

T —— =
dry to stand alone. The building is enclosed ; the
contractor waxes fat on his instllments, (atier on
the unlawful substitution of refuse malerials, and
fattest on the sweat of his lumpers. Partitions are
studded with rotten joists, and refuse wall-strips, in-
side-walls are skimmed, floors and base of rough
knotty, aapply and wet stufl are laid down, deors an
shatters of fair but unseasoned material are hung,
mouldings wnskilfully wrought out of wet material
too, are put home, and o on through the whole ca-
talogne, If perchance there be an overseer in the
employ of the owner, true to his purpose, numerous
are the canflicrs, and heart-burnings, which occur
between him and the contractor, for the latter will
slight kis work at every chance, besause it is a set-
tled principle with him, his word and bond to the
contrary notwithstanding; uunsequumlr nUmerons
arbitrations result between the latter and the ewner,
on the completion of the work, touching the dama-
ges itmay have sus ained. It however aneasy uver-
secr be retained, it may be inferred how far lus indul-
genee will be rendered nyvailable. )

Let us now exhibit the pompeus ‘boss’ and his
It is paynight
The tew day’s-workmen whom ke employs to nurse
his jobbing, and swell our s chance-customers’
bills, he pays off first; and then succeed the unhap-
py lempers, one by ane. :

“* How muc!i do yen want tonight 7" in a growl-
iu; miutter, is usually the first questuon,

‘Forty dollars, I recken,” is the medest reply,

“Porty devils ! epens upon the luckless night,
ke a clap of thuader, * you'll vob me, yeu've not
worked 10 half that sum since last pay-night.”

“Wal, I must have that amount, in order to satis{y
my men; you see | owe most of them on back-pay-
ments, nn(rGr_u! knows my pockets aint lineéd.”

“ Your men! heavy men! there's fifteen dollars
for you, 1eie that.,” ;

“But fifteen! and outlandish bills too! merciful
Heaven! sir, I must isve more than this, I car’t see
my family starve.” ‘

“Hang it man, live cheap as ! do, eat rice and
miik, and rye-bread—"

4 No more ! ;

“Darn the cent, you want to geot the balancs in
your hande, do you ?—Next man, come on.” :

Thus the evening wears away, in squabbling with
the lumpers, for the enke of filthy lucre, and the
lumpers wit hdraw to their respective squads of half-
price expectants, and dole sut to eack one, in the au-
gle of some secluded building, or wayhap on the
counter of the nearest tavern, a moiety of what he
has reeaived. And Saturday night cleses over many
a miserable family, whose provision and clothing
bills remain unnsettled, aecumulating towards the
coming rent-day. The inexorable ** bosa,” enters the
temple of the Lord, next day, with the sweetest ex-
pression of benevolence on countenarce; liste is
to a melting diseourse on the deplorable eondition of
the Chinese femalcs, or the Hottentots; instinctive-
ly draws forth his purse, as the almoner goes round ;
and ostentatiously deposits a bank-note on the plate,
In all the ensuing we'k he is dashing through the

streets in his curricle, stopping to pull an heur or so
every day on the Mechanics’ Exchange; and driving
ahead his specnlatisns in this and that
process of tine, his contract, which we
posed him to be advancing, 18 accomplished, and by
dint of the tricks, which we have illustrated, his
profits are eonsiderable after all, while his poor
work-victims are as deep in the mire of poverty as
ever.

lace. In
ave sup-

unfertunate
he roof be-

A twelvemonth or 20 afterwards, th

or will not shut home. From
1sand dollars are necessary for

ible. "That this is no idle tale, T will

prove by riferring to some of the identical houses
erected within the last soven years, which have thus
suffered. They are among those modern-built dwell-
ings in Amity street, around Washingten Parade, in
Carroll Place, in Albion Place, and in many other
places.
were held over Holt's Hotel, the Astor House, and
the New University ?
triment which the artists in the latter edifice, have
experienced in their profession, on account of the
dampness and discomfart of their roems?
some of these houses were erected fo sell, especially
those in the places; but were not the innocent pur-
chasers most

with a witness !

What meant the frequent arbitrations which

Who does not deplore the de-
True

wusly duped? Venly they were

I have thus shown by the familiar illustration of

erecting a single house, theilliberal system of building
as now carncd on. This estimaung and lumping
system was first introduced into this city about 15

ears since by a ofique from Albany, comprising
, Lucas and one or two others, and is now

, the Heaths, the Tommy Woodruffs, the Moses,
good old times,

more show, more superficial splen-
; but strength, solidit 5. and durabili-
of “auld Lang Syne.”

maodern houses 58, they owe to the raceof ar-
chitects which have come into being within tha last
ton years. Davis, La‘ever, Dakin, Bell, &c. have

.¢ach more or less displayed their inginuity throughoeut
the city, besides several others unworthy of mention.
Some of these are passable draughtsmen, but no
more :
ledge of a buillding itself a8 a eat, that can find the
nearcst way to the panires. The rest were passable

wsessing about a8 muech practical know-

ited journeymen some years since, and are now indifferent

fl?::n,' mlu:r wages, and some decayed by hard | diaughtsmen. Easy work and notoriety is what the

drink,'ﬁ.nhhd"mm the ranks of day-la A mamyhol mankind covet, when they are not born
to th,

Days are spent in distributing these petty jobs, and
u-uplo the unalierable r-i::' the lowest estimators
are rewarded. The'Boss' clad in his ‘‘oriel au-
thority,” presents his written bonds for the due ful-
fillment of the work, all neatly drawn up by his
clerk, for the signa and x's of the lu 8, I
each of which is a ing that a nee
of the money due, shall always be retaiwed, as o
ntee for the letion of the work in on.
haved down to the thinnest gage, the lumper under-
takes his job; he mwfﬂm the pecp of dawn,
tll the 1 ol eve, h ' of his angles, of his
surfaces, and of hus joints.  Encughfor him, he be-
thinks himulf,hi:.h only © dl:e‘l} 'I'!Jl pay. His
nty pittance in wrm rende 1 a peily ty-
::; ;’.’: an average he must employ am-ﬂfi-ﬁ-
a-dozen sab-workmen ; these, for his own safety are
procured from among the numerous men who
are willing to work for instruction at the price of
their bo':nd clothing, and from among trembling
hard-drin who cannet obtain full wages. Is it
any wond.:rﬂ:lm work ia not well dene, even in our

ifices 7 ol
S e
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great .
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tawt— the confines of civili . With such human
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make a mmznl':b ¢ livelihood is true, and these shall
now be pointed eut. are
by enjoying good places in jobbing shops, or by

hh“e Ill.B\'ll’ ::a'
1 at the ins
u‘l:..'n'om the mo'!a

al certain seasons d late to unite in the
maintainance of Mr%l. ht:humaueum 18, while
t

have always proved abortive.

In the courso of these stormy remarks, several
ms of the misery of workmen have flichered thro
phs. That there are some who

They are the unmarried, who,

ding their winters in sout cities, where em-

ployment is abundant, and labor high, and by in-
dustry, economy a _
win the eonfidence of their cmp'loyerl. Jabbing boss-
eshave souls. Such men manage to lay up fer a rainy
day, and out of their ranks emerge the boesses of the
day. Your unfortunate young oarpentar who mar-
rien enrly
as the ingvitable consequence full soon fills into the
drag, nr;l tllrlﬂefrllow
try, or his frugality. |
u? support h:ﬁ:‘: and he is obliged to becomoa watch-
man, to make up the doﬂclenc{'..
i

nd soberiety, wherever they work,

however, and produces a erop of children,

1eat may be his skill, his indus-
12?1:- full wages are inadquate

Then there are the

casualities o which he is lia he is disabled by
weunds in the arm, hand, or leg, and for weeks to-
szllm he cannot labor; the of his employer burns

wn, his chest of Wols s destroyed, and 850 or

more must be expended in the purcha<e of another.—
Ifhe is m“e u‘?sw.:rulI pnnc!:aule. he may weather
the gales of adversity, but five in ten yield o the care-
drowning cup.

As n body, the j men Carpenters of this eit
qunum espril du corps, al-

lion of some gin-drinking radi-

country, they have been urged

have invariably ex

brobhy et b mt;?unds and

the time bein
act

' the dictases Of thets oliaes: ooy

usted their
for

ters, men who
to the
e, master b
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ers of this city, as a body, are men of the greatest of-
fectation and assumed consequence, and of consum-
mate ignorance in every thing that relates to their
trecdé, and to humanity,” We Enuw them all fromn the
tme they first mounted L%‘ nags, to the prosent.—
We know the entire hidden machinery, by which they
arc enabled o conduct their business on a systematic
plan, receiving the credit for it themaselves.  On a fi-
ture occaston, as we promised in the outset, we shall
present soine *scenes” in the course of their bio-
eraphical sketches, in whi el their mental defeets and
dficiencies of educanon become apparent to the clerks,
architeets and seribes in their employ, contrasted with
their consequential airs in publie. ~ For the present,
salis est.

A Crgraymas Frozex to Deata,—On the 10 ult.
the budy of a man, about 60 years old, was found in
the prairie, a fow miles beyand Knoxville, wha had
evidently frozen to death. His saddle bags were
found upon a tree elose by, and r:unlnian apers
which made known his nane and residence, though
our informant recolleeted neither, He had breskiast
on the preceding Tuesday at Mr. Gilmore's on Spoon
niver, where he made himself known ns an English-
man, and a Presbyterian minister.— Pereria Regis-
fer,

Wents,
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Horse Mauer.  A'so, a Snd lor, aoquainted with tmnmmg
the s, Sach as arm woll aco miotpd with the husigess, good
wages wod stvasy cinploymeat will betmver by

GINEON COX,
at hie Variety and Hordware store s,
#4T- 2w &40 aonl 117 Market st eet, Phuladelphia.
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Peek =L, up staws N B. TAYLOR,
1L R e GRS e
w.l‘ NTED-TO FORM A COMPANY 6N A LMTED
CO-PAGINERSIAP—A fow onterprsing bosimoss men
with u contnbution of 2 1o $00e0 ench, are wanted to lemn o limit-
ed gu-parsin e lup, forthe i
Cloy the yearly consumptien o whicl will probably ovceed §200,-
ook, end the protits considorabile,  For reforcnce, apply, with real
nime, G S utthe office of tae Courior & Enguirer b
TO UVAPLITALISTES.
\V.IN'TED—;Q;:!.,M:. on proporty in the Fovrth Ward, warth
e Ui double the amoust.  Apply to James B, Whitng,
Aorey aod Congaestlor, somer of nkerstrsedand Park Place,
Cowrditdons made known by Mr, Whitine. uistd
WJ‘HTED*J first rate Hrass finisher. for screw cutting and
L tarning, Lo whim const ot employment, and §1 75 wages
will be given ; apply to 377 Broadwny. ngh-y
ANTED —An aotive and Inlustrious young man, to
BOIVE 10 Fhe capares'y of salesman,  None need apply uiless
hc-ca;l 1:tmd|¢m' goud refirences,  Inquire at 116 Chi haw s reet.
my2 3t
l‘ ARMERS WANT KD .—Fourorfive «.agle m.n why
understund farming, ean find steady cmplogment by npply-
ing to C. 8. Browning, ot West Hoboken, one wnid o guarter miles
from Hoboken Ferry.  App jeation must me b
maning,

mudde early i the
o .
Reons WITH BOARD may be bad at 106 Loonard
st e agentleman and his wileand two or throo siugle gen
temen Awmply on the premises. Wt
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PREMIUM PICKLES,
A fow diogsg Botthes imly of there vory « upsnor Pickles, comprising
GLREINE, ONIONS, PEPPERS, QED CANUAGE AND
MIXED,

Are pow on hanl mbcnﬂm nre the balineo of the last year's

stoek, farnulics nnd othoms, whe wish to ahitain them, must make
lmm:fimu wpplication, s this woels wil

be tie only epportangt
' e 1 next Gl —wien Mra. Gooll hopes lll"{'.'ﬂ'lrl'l n‘u{
witha posre spl= did assortmant of these delioious artielos than has

ever boen produe o btk lor soy o ber o suntry,
These Pickles bive for two sucsessive yours tuken | o Prosyium

ut The Fair of the American lnstitute—ase hamdsomely put
p i svana g vt bt tlos—and bnve lwes tred aod
adyulged to be saperior 1o any import.
x LOXDON  PICKLES.
Any orlers laft with MR. HILLs, No. 3 Ann street, téday or to-

morraw, (wher samples may b seen,) wil sect prompt atien-
tion,  They will be 1= 1) atonw onty —assorted, s

CUSTOM HOUSE HOTEL COFFE -'-__ A
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gy e

tred intn po arr N Wi

fori constant supply of the best vies and tarts that can

made in thie city.  He nles willbe alde 2t all times to supply his
customers with cofles and chocolnte of tee very finost flav.r and
tichest quality; awd fattos IF. thatmt Ll in the
ity wan he public be batter and wore nm.:’:mmlr wervidd with
such articles than at his, mi6-Gm

T = IN HEALTH PREPARE FOR BICKNES® —1t woull
be well for every dont Enﬂl te ke themaelyes nml‘:::'o';

with the virtuos of Dr. IRWIN'S Vi getable Pills and
paraton,  Tobe had only at w63 Imw:‘r.y. . - o R g
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' R, C. BROWN & C®., haviag opened & Cotlr

"im . .\‘lll,l‘lvm‘.-ll Ll_n. 45 Wn..rum nnul.h-ml Imid i= :‘::.:hﬁ}w
o Cos 1oes, Linuots, &e., hope by s'net attonto
whh:sd;(hlrmnm.iom&kuhmnfwbh:m.m
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NOTICE TU NEW YEAR PARTIES—J. C. DECKEIL,
wis oo to inform hisfriends and e pabike, thit he hlfmﬂ%ﬂfﬁlh
n (rosh nupp’l’s-l first rde OYSTERS, and ready 1o serve thes,
Fried, Stawod. Roasted, and Pickld, o the mast lbera terms,
il the =hortest notice. Plouse apply at 136 Faitonstroet. ]

) A CARD
= BLANC & RODEN woud reapoctfully inorm their friends
andd the publie, that they have removed their maul, etory from
tha coriar of Duine wnd Rose strocts, to the new b Idings, cormer
of Gold and Falton strasts, whare they will L glovel b mosomim e
datowuc's vs doal in their o, They have on b, nt presunt,
|ll3.llm]~lpﬁ!l':h:’ :ullm! ul'e:lwud papers of every varioly,
"y, " N A
IHIIILH.' t-?l}n.m atthe Moe i g;"!.j:rvreu i Piawe
Ig RHEUMATIS M of o g atanding, most obetin
:I':;;l' v ‘:; :',dt':u:hl:n h‘ﬂr‘i;: l?& :‘;&mﬂ'uh::ﬁr:-bm hu::l !“l:
i im0 s J Y
u by el i 00 By, g
CARPETING, w
FCF= The Subscribe:s have naw on hand an n'agast and exten-
mive assorimsn! of Carpoting,swch a: B Ie, the gply, suoerfise
und Gne.  Twilled, darmask, thres My, mgrmin wmd steipend o lair
enrpeting of all wredth, ool . Figured amd plain basmes, In
il:‘ matting, door mats, stacd mats, pianas table gnd stand covers,
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