recamrnnded moh [ mod:ﬁuuon nf l.lupolluﬁu
laws as was crnbndled in this bill.

Mr. Mgrricx promptly replied in the affirmative
and said that a majonity of the people of the Unite
Suates wese decidedly favorable to such a modifi
i ..:Inl'l

Mr. Bugesg contended for a lower schedule of
churges.  If the reduction in Englantl had in
ereasad the number of letters carried through the
public male fhar or five iold, why should not a like
reduciion prodece & similar and even a greaterin-

creass in the correspondence among our people,
ggutiered as they are over a mueh broader surface
of eointry  He donbted not but the lowest possi-
ble redoction would 1ncrease the number of letters
intwo or three yearsto five times their preseut
amount. He should propose that instead of five
eeats upon single letters of half an ounce, &c , ﬁ'“'
fiftv miles, to extend the distance for this charge
to 100 miles.

Mr. Woosuny was opposed to any scale of re-
duction that would throw the expense of the de-
partment, or any part of it, upon the treasury. He
was, 1|'u-n-fn“ n fu\mr u{ the emendment of the
Seoator (rom Nr v Jersey, which proposed, while
it reduced the minimam to three cents, to extend
the maximum w 15 cents.  Great as the sogial ad-
vantnge would be trom the very lowest reduction,
though it might give the meuns of—

« Boft intercourse from soul to soul,
And walt a sigh from [ndus to the polo,"

yet Mr, Woodbury would not have it done et the
expense of the treasury, 'We now had an annual
aggregats of thirty millions of letters pn-ma
throuzh the post oficea of the United States, an
f gentlemen expected thisamount by any reduction
1o be increased four fola, they wouid be mistaken.
The increase in England had not beép more than
three fold—for in the last year of the old system
thers were seventy-five millions of letters carried
through the English maile, while in 1848, under
the peany system, there had been only lwn hun-
dred and eleven millions  The chairman had cal-
culated our increase at 30 per cent, other grntle-
men ot the Howse had estimated it only at 88 per
cent, and even if the increase were two fold, the
costs of the department would nol warrant an in-
considerate redoction. Mr. Woedbury thought
the English system of prepayment would be one of
great advantage to the post office revenues, and
ought o be eografted in the bill

Mr. Nires, with much clearness in his statistical
comparisons between the Englieh and American
post office faeilities, dietances, and expenses, ar-
gued, notwithstanding our disadvantuges, that the
conatantly accumuiatmf increase of epistolatory
eorrezgpondence from low rates of postage—the
very lowest proposed—would ultimately afiord o
most ample subsistance to the Department. Mr
Niles declared himself in favor of the amendment
of hiscolleague, Mr. Huntington.

Mr. Bucmanan thought that the Senate were
ready to aet upon the hill, and that the hill should
be passed speedily. He was inclined to go for the
scale ol postages, as reported from the Com-
mittee. n reducing the present exhorbitan:
rates, we should mot ru:h into the other ex-
treme. He objectéd to the three cent amend-
ment ef the Senators from Connecticut and
New Jersey. There were no c-e-n-t4 in
South Carolina, although there wasa great amount
of sense in thet State. [n-all the States of the
south eents were not used among the exchanges of
the people, and were scarcely ever seen. This
three cent clavse would therefore be no advantage
to the south, while it would much diminigh the re-
venues from the cliss of letters upon whichit i
pro osed to be fixed, Mr B. was oppossd tothe
Department becoming a charge upon the Trea-ury.
He had looked into thia matter with hig eyes open,
nnd had not been gropine in the duk on thigim.
portant suhjeer, He should @o for the rates reper-
ed from the committes, and was happy 1o gide
with the chairman in this matter, thouzh he hsd
been compelled in other 1astinces to vote agains

Mr Mgrrics thanked the honorable Senator
and both 4enator huwed and wmiled very politely
toward each other ;

Mr. Orrrrenpen aeked the state of the question
a8 it now etood.

The Caair (Mr. Evanz) ~xplained the rates pro-
posed hy the committee, the amendment offer-d
by Mr Miller yesterday, and the amendment to
the amendment by Mr Huutinaton

Mr. Crirrenpen declared lnmeelf o faver of
the ecaie reporied by the chaitman o) the post of
fice committee ; and urged upon the Scunte the
propriety of action ; for these amendm:n's uwn
amendm-nts only tended to the deatruction of L
m=asure 1taelf, from dowaright exhaustion.

T e Crare declared the qavstion to he upon the
luurndr'ni-nt to the amendment of Mr. Huatietwr,

iveniawove. The ayes and noes were ealle d
'mu it wantejented—18 o

Mr MrLLex"s amecdment for reducing the rates
to the {ollowing standard :—

Far single letters of half an ounce, &o , for dis-

tance; mot exceoding 30 milv8 ... .ouvus e ues 3 cents
Ovar 30 and aot excoseding 100 rml . sssesanes O CENLS
Over 100, and not execeding 300 miles. 10 cen's
Ovar 500 mMilaB. e e v couranae sararsssarssssss 1B CEDLE
was next rejected by u division—18 o 29,

Mer.Simmns now moved to amend,to extend the
fiv- cent dislance upon single I-mre. ot half an
ounce, &¢., rom 100 miles to 260 miles.

Mr. Mergicr said that the only effect of thia
am=ndment would be to cut off uil the revenues of
the department,

Mdr Simmons said, that’s got to be triedand ar-
Wue

Mr. Megriok declined any argument on that
question.

Mr. Smmmons ealled for the ayes and noes,

Mr. Mgrrick said that the result of the amend-
ment was platn It would quadruple the amount
of the five cent letters, and produce a correspond-

ing rednetion of the revenues ot the depariment.
r. Bucnanan—** Yes, that’s it—thu'’s it.”

The amendment was n»_qrc:ed—zl to 25

Mr. Bagesg moved eo to amend, as that the
charge upon avy letter, not exceedms in weight
half an ounee, should be carried any distance for
five centa,

Mr. Dicxinson asked an explanation,

Mr. Brrgss said it was to prevent this spying
into letters 10 the Post Offices. This prying into
I.etr.rr:{; was very bad. The amendment was re-
1*oted.

Mr "ines moved an amendmeat, epoke at length
in explananon el 1t, and was answered by Mr,
Meraick tin opposition, (o whoin Mr Niles again
reEr ed, ard ealled forthe ayes end nays.

ne aun-nd ment 15 a3 lollows: —

Serike out first seetion afer the enacting clause to the

two cent cluuse for drop Lot sve, &3, and insert the follow

i
n{ ‘Lat, from and af =r the pazsag= of thisact, sll letters
eoaveyalinthe moil shall be rated ond eharged with post.
agi, us follows : —Ewch leiter or pac ket convayed, nocord.
ing to the wiual course of the mail, any distance not ex
ceediag one hundred miles, sholl be rated and charged
five cents postage ; und each lotter or packet conveyed a
greater distance u:-m onej hundred miles shail be rated
and charged ten centa postago. And each letter snd
» whether composed of one or more pieces, or con.
taining an enclosure or not, which shall not exceed nne
half ounce in weight, shall ba considered & sinwls letter,
and rited and charged lmnrdmgly- if weighing more
than a half and not « xeud:ln‘hu ree quarters of an ounce,
it shall te considered as a donble letter, and chargedl twice
the aforesaid rates of postage; il weiguing more than
threc-quirtcrs snd not exceeding one ounce, it shall be
congidere] a treble lotler, and charged thres times the
nturenaid rates ; and for eve'y additional hail ounce, or
fraction of a h.ll'oum, th re shall be charged the rute of
a single letter : Provided, That it shail not be lawial to
enolene in ln; letter convayed in the muil any ether let.
tor or letters directed to a diffarent person or persons, or
to enclose suviral lotters, directed to ditferent persons, in
ona envelope; snd any person who shall deposite, or
causa to be depositad, in aoy post office, to bemvued
in the mail, any letter, contuining one or more letters en-
closed, directed to diffirent persons, or deposite, or causes
to ba so deponited, several letters, dire-ted to different
rmm rmalosed in one vnvelope, and the person receiv.
ng the rame, who shall deliver, or canse to be deliverad,
to tha peraons to whom the same are directed, any letter
or letters so unlawfully conveyed in the wsil, shall for-
feit the sum of twenty dollars—aone-half to the informer,
and the other half to the Post Otfice Department ; énd it
shall be the duty of all Postmastars to report all vielutions
of lh!a«!\rovhion of this act, which may come to their
knowladge, to the District Allam.y of t{a United States
for the district in which the offence may be committe),
whosa duty it shall be to prosecute the same.

The umendment was rejected—Ayes 17 ~Noes

Mr. Baaey moved to strike ont the 9h segtion
of the bill, whieh pravides for r outting off the frunk-
Ing nrwlim of members of Congrese, aud 1o sub-
sritute therefor ive lree stamps to vach member per
day, ta be Birnished by the Department doriog the
AEmt NS Of C wecens Mr, Bughy spoks Indignvantly
of “stamps.” He had sirong coustiuiional preju
diers nzainst the very name.  He wad oo idea ol
submitting to have a ring fixed in his month and »
hnok in hie aos= by the head o the Post Office
Department.  He wegued that ihe advantages )
the franking privilege wore gregier than any evile
that could resalt from its hoee,

Mr. Dickinson also opposed the 9ih eeetion, he-
cause of tne inconveniencrs to whieh it wouly
subject members of Congress in their official eor-
respondence.

On_motion of Mr. Purrrs, further action upon
the bill was deferred till to-morrow.

A bill was passed providing for the pryment of
the evidences of pablic debt in certain cases.

Mr. Puntes moved that 5,000 extra copies of the
repart of the C on P be priated,
which queation was reterred to the Committee on
Printing.

And :Ile Benate adjourned.

House of Representatives.
Wanminaron, D C,, Jan. 20, 1848
Emljt‘ ading of' t.‘&" Jonrnoldwu dispensed with.
¢ Hoowrox of Aln., moved to iote C
the Winle, hut withdrew his nouns: -
Mr. Davima of [od., wished 1o have the consent of (he
Houar to tuke up a resolution requiving e Presid mt to
trmmt the result of the negotiations with Great Bri.
til
'rha Sreaxen told him it would be in order when the

l.-tq vmulum m«-mamm Ilw-
was mmﬂh when it adjourned yesterduy.

Mr xof Towa, presonted an copy of the
act of the Leginluture prwkl.in for the expression of the
opinion of the prople of that ‘rtrrl.t with respect to

their forming & Siate Governmant llkil.‘lﬂ' admis
sion to the Union.

Mr QuiysELL int d a resoluti on the 8¢
oretary ol War ta report the best of drumm‘.

swams, ke , subject to periodical overflow. Lsid over
Mr Hovsioux of Ala, objected tothe resolution passed
yeaterday, pwridin?]tlnt the repirtors should bo furnish-
wil with copies of bi lnlhrof the House, und
moved o recansideration ol
Mr. Hormine of Va., -thlum ht unut was lnw
u?‘: tku:-‘:q:mn lm.ld b:.nah nllh”
information , and for thia reason
tiey shonld be fmhhul with copies of the w-m
nille, which the resolution proposed to do. Frequent
mnphlnu were made of the insecuracies which occur.
red in the reports, and which were unavoidable from

appointed

thoalullilllm..hncuey,bnllneaunl’duthnlk.k
ness, or any other disability, the Governor for the time

duties of such
Beo, 30 Andbe it further enscted, That the Court es-
blisbed by this act for said Territory, shall huve and ex

constitution and lawe of the United Btates, as is invested
in the circuit and district cousts of the United States,

Sec 31. And be it further enacted, ‘That the said court
shall have power to ip ta elert.l.nd regulote his feen,
8e0. 32 Avod be it further enected, That said cmrt

the

under which the reporters labored [t was

to uhn-m. s far aa possible that he bad introduced
the resolution,

Mr. Hovaron said he proposed to amend the resolution
by restricting the langusge, so that it should not furnish
the reporters with all the papers wlntd for the use of
the House (which it does not propose 'I

‘The question bein, t, adivision wu called, and sub-
sequentiy teders, an. voted in the affirmative snd 41 in
the negitive. No quorum. The ycas and nays were
then called and resulted—yeas 119, nays 32.  So the
House resolved to reconsider, and then aome of the mem-
hers suid they would dehate it, and thus it was laid over,
showiog how much considerition they have for the Ia
bord of the reporters, to whom they are: mostly indebted
tar whet consideration they haveat all, and showing, too,
how little they deserve it.

Mr Cwarsanw, of Ala., offered a resolution declaring it
to be the opinien of the House that the distribution of.
fice, under the Federal d t, should be
the States ml territories, by "proportion 10 ihelr Federal
He & ded the previous question, which
I:H not seconded, and members wishing to debate, it wus
over.

Mr, Bursxr moved to suspend the rules, and ge ioto
Committes of the Whole on the Stateof the Union, and
Oregon in particular, but withdrew it for

Mr Davis, of [2, to introduce his resolution calling for
copies of the correspondence with the British Minister on
the subjeot of Oregon, which, being ebjected to, and laid
over,

Mr. Tuomreson, of Miss., renswed the motion to go into
Committ-e of the Whole.

Mr. Baivxenmoor, of Obio, wished to have it with-
drawn to introduce a resolution—refused

Mr, Apasts roseto make some explanation, the purport
of which was that they shonla wait for further informa.
tion before 1hey acted in this matter

Mr. Tromrson, of Misa,, rose to order.

Mr. Apams was merely making an explanation, and
was proceeding with his remarks, when

Ih%l‘;“‘“ u?l‘;"d ml:nu‘:&: hey should proceed

5 rmown, of Tenn., tho t 0, to
action at once, und he was likewise proceeding at some
length with nlpmh when

The Sreaxsa called him to ordar.

The question was then pul ing into Committee,and
a division being called, 94 rotﬂlT th' affirmutive and 46
inthe negative. Tha ilousn therefore resalved itself mto
Commiltee of the Whole on the state of the Union and

OREGON

in partizular.

Mr Weuiea, of Ohio, in the Chair.

The Inllawiughil a 'f-rr’ of the amended bill for the es-
tablisl ment of the Territorial G:wmnent, tor which we
are indebted to Zadock Mtt. N. Yi—

Toorganizs a 1errxlr.-ri|l lg vaﬂmul in the Oregon Ter-
r other purposes.

Bo it unlclad hv Ihn Senate lluﬁleuss of Representa-
tived af the United States of America in Congress ussem-
tlad, That from and after the pessage of this uct, all the
aeuntry belonging 1o the United States, lying weat of the
eumini’ of the Rucky Mountains, and bounded on the
2 uti by the forty-second, end on the north by the ANy
Cucth degree and forty minutes of north latitude, shall
“uontitutes and be organized into a temporary government,
‘W be ewnlleld the O gon territory.

S ¢. 4 Apd ba it further enaoted, That there shall be
appuinted] a Governor of smid Tsrritnry, who shall conti
ane o cffice for the tarm of Ave yedrs, noless sooner dis-
wissed by the Presidant, and who shall reaidu in the Ter-
ritory weat of the nanky Mountsins

He:, 3 And beil furthe: enscted, That there shall be
appaiuted & secretary of said Terrﬁor, » who shall hold his
atl2e for the term of five rm. onless sooner disminsed
\.ih; :hnj:}l’mﬂdn in theui Territory west of the Rocky

n'a

See 4 And be it further enacted, That it shall be the
{uty of the S=cretary to keep the laws passed by the Le
gelanre, the public records of the Territory, and the
drocecdinge of the Governor in his executive upnrllum
t» trapsmit anthentic copies of wuch acts and mesdinp
in each year to the Secrotary of State of the United
2, to he annually lald before Congress, an'i to per-
irm such other duties as are prescribed by law for the
A-gretary of Wisconsin Territory.

#¢e. 5 And ba it further enncted, That there ahall be
eo appainted a conrt, to conaist of sne Judge, who shull
va common law and chescery jurisdiction, and who
shall reside in sald Territory west of the Rmiy Moun-
tains, ond hald his cflice duriog good behaviour.

See. § And Le it further snacted, That the Governor
and judige shall adopt and puhlish -ucb laws of any ol the
Uurted States or Territories, criminal and civil, as may
e neoessary, and Fuited to the circumstances of the
Perritory, und report them to Congrees; which laws shall
fw in fore- in tho district till the organiztion of the Ge.
ne'al Assembly therein, unless disapproved of by Con.
gresa; but the Legisliture of said Territory lhlﬁ have
power toalte or repeal the same. -

8¢e 7. And be it tarther enscted, That the Governor ol
sehd Ter:iwry shdl be commander-in chief of the militia,
and appaint ond 2ommission all afiicers in the same

Bec. 8 And beit further enacted, That previous to the
organization of the General Aua-m'bly, the Governor shull
have powerto an;;uint such magist:-tes and ether civl
nfficers as he sball ind necessary forthe preservation of
the peace and good order in vai?'t‘erﬂtar

fec. 9. And be it furtherenacted, That whznlha Grar.
rrl Assembly shail be organized, the powsrs and duties of
magistrates and other civ officers shail be defined by sn
act of suid Assembly.

Sxc. 10. And be it farther enacted, That the Governor
shall, for civil purposes, lay off such dlﬂrlcll ocounties,
and towuihip as way be necessary und convenilect, sut-
Ject, however, to sush alterations as may the: eafter he
made by the legislatura.

Sxe. Ll A @it further enacted, That the Governor
shall, for milita zurpnnl. lay q.n' auah districts and
beats as he shall think proper and right ; and he shall
have power to ordain nnd.enforce such rules and 1a
tions as he may think best adapted to render the militia of
said Territory most eficient.

Skc. 12 And be it farther enscted, That so soon as
there sball be five thousand free white male inhahitants
over the age of twenty-one years, citizens of the United
States, they shall have autherity to elect Representetives
from the counties, townships, and districis. to represent
them in the General Ams:.ly of said Territory.

8ee. 13, Andbe It further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Governor to loy off in said Territory districts
c?un:iu and lownships, lor the purpose of clections ns
aforesa

Bec. 14 And be it further enacted, That the Governor
shill ulso preseribe the times and nlle.rl for kolding naid
electionn, and for the purpose of ascertaining the sumber
of whize mules in said Territory ; and the Governor
shall alss canne the censun to be tuken at least oneo in
wyery yoar, by persons to ba sapointed for that purpose
in said Territory.

Sec 15 4 itMarther enaclal, Taal for evory five
hundeed ir Wite male b sants, there shail bo one
Ropresentative, until the lq,mlmnu- thill otherwire di-
reet @ Provided, That the aumber of Representatives
shall navar exoesd Aft

@xc. 16. Aud beit (aither enacted, That no person shall
be entitled to a vate for o Represertitive, or be eligible or
qualified to ast 9n such, unlest he shsll have been a citi-
zen of one of the United Blales or sam» Territory thereol,
or unless he ba an eetual resident of sald Territory, who
shall nckoowlidge the juricdietion s (e Unit d States
ovor said Territory, and shail be a free white mile over
the age of twenty one years : Provided, however, The
jml!m of electionn shall have power, and it is here

¢ their duty, to interrogate, uoder osth. any und 8
oerions who may be suspected of a want of fidelity to lht
Jnrisdiction of lhe United Btates over sald Territory, and
to reject the vote or volus ol any person or persons whe
may refuse to renonnece, under oath, allrginnce to any
other government, when required ta do o0 by anid jndges

Sec. 17 _And b it farther ennated, That the Represen -
tatives, electcd as nforesaid, sholl serve for the term of
two Jrarl +and nntil their sucecsrors are duly electod ond
qualified; and in case of death or resignation of a re-
nnmiu, the Governor shall issue his writ to the district,
connty, or township. to elect another in his stead, to
secve the residue of the term

Seo. I8 And be it further ted, That the Gi
Assembly shall consist of a Le.illltlru Council :ml a
Houre of Representatives

Bec. 17, And be it further enacted, That the Legislative
C il shall ol five any three of whom
tlnmnku L m:’ru':n =

#, 20, An ther enacted, That the members
of the Conncil shell be appointed in the following manner:
A moon as Representatives shall be elocted, the
shall appoint a time and place for them to meet together,

and they shall elect five persons, having the same quali-
fication” ms @ Representative, who shall constitute and
servs ae a Legislative Council, All vacanciea oceurring
mnncﬂ shall be filled by the House of Represen-

-m 11 And be it further enscted, That the members
of the Logislative Council shall serve as such for the
term of five years; but the same shall be clamed by lot, so
that one of said Council ahall Ko out of offios in each :r-r.
Sie 22 And be it further enucted, That the Gevernor,
Legishntive Couneil, and House of R

]Iu'iidlcmn in, nl.l cased arising in any court, und all sub
Is that my be established in said

&re g And be it further enscted, That the Governor
elia I perlorm the duties of superintendent of Indian af
fuirs, within sald Territory, and shall receive an annnal
galury of three thousand dollars.
Sec 84 And be it further enacted, That the julge shall
receive an snnuel sallary of two thousand dollurs, and the
seerclary shull receive un annual salary of filtcen huud-
red dollars ; which salaries to the above officers to be paid
qunmr.z. cut of the treasury of the United States.

And be it further enacted, That the members
of the Lrgislature shall receive each three dollars per
day for every da{ulhey are in session, and filteen cents

mileage for trav nu. in going to and nturnju {rom the
s0id vesnidn, estimated - to the most uElully tra
velled route.

8¢c. 38. Andbe it further enacled, That the President a1
the United Btales is suthorized and requ.lred to cansi o
be srected, at suilable places, a line of stockade foris nnd
btock-houses, not exceeding five in number, from some
point on I.IM Minsouri river, on the most practicabla route
1o the south padn in the Rocky mountains.

finc. 87 And be it further enncted, That the Presidertin
authorized and ruquired io cause fortifications to b erect:

ed ot or near the mouth of the Columbis river,

Seo. 38 And be it further anocled, That provision here
iter shall be mode by law to secure and grant six hun.

and forty sores of !lnd to every white male iuhabi-
wnt of the Terrilory of O n, being 8 vitiven, on taking
the oath of allegiance to Um 8.ates, of the age ol
eighteen years and upwards, who shall cullivate and use
the same, or any part mamr for five consecutive years,
or to his heirs in case of his decease.

Sec. 89 And be it further cnacted, That to every such
inhabitaut, being a marricd man, there ahall be grauted

n addition, oue hundrid and sixty acres: to his wife, and

‘ather for each chili under the age of eighteen years hu
l:‘lll, hl:le. or which may bs born within the five years
orvsaid.
8Sec. 40. And be it further enacted, That no sale or con
tract, of auy kind, of such lands, shall be valid before a
atent issues therefor ; nor shall the same be taken in ex
ecution, or hound by -ny Jndgment, morigoge, or lien of
any kind, before the palentis 1ssued.
8ec 41. And be it furth ted, That the President

ted, and, hz lnd wﬂhl-h lhhn-lu-uoith !-lh,

sec 99 Jlm!bch !urkhurwlnt'd. That 50 soon as &
vacancy shull bappen in the office of Judge, secretary, al-
torney, or marshial, it shall be the duty of the Goveinor
to report o8 svon as prwﬂub].e the same to the Fresideat,

ility,
hiing may du.tnnns nuy other individusl to perform the
officer

ercive ociginal ¢ law juricdi both in law and
equity, over all cases nmln. in said Tervitory ; and shall
huve the -ame jurisdiction i all cases urising under the

shall have a luperhm control over, and ap| te

I

the ke quantity of one bundred and sixty acres to the
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