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Sermon by the Very Rev. Dr. Power, at st |
Peter's Charch, dellvered on Sunday eves
ning, 21st Inst.

“ Prove all tings—hold fast that which is good.”—
| 1) ssalontane, v, chup., 215t verse

" The Rouwnn Catholic, and the Protestunt v ligion, are |
not mereiy diferengas of apinion, they ate oppusite, and
must elways mutuslly eounteract vach other. 1f the
Catholies are right, the reformstion was not superfluons
but atomineble—n rebellion against the powers estab-
lishied by God himself. If wa hold the truth, the chief

art of thwr worship s not only arroneous but idols-
rous—un offance to heaven jnntend of a reasonable ser-
vice. Betwean sneh contrarietiea there can be no amal.
gamntion.—British Critic, vol 89, p. 641,

These sentiments perfectly coincide with my own
view of the subject. If the Cutholica ave right, then
the reformation is & moustrous rebellion ugaiust the |
powers established by God himeelt; but if, on the
other hand, Protestants are right, thea it is eertain

thut the Church of Kome 18 erroneous in the ex-
treme.  Looking at the subject in this point of view
it becomes a duty incambent on every earnest umj
sincere Christian 1o resort to every means of disco-
vering the truth, Itis inthe fullest conviedon of
this duty that [ appear belore ye this evening. | feel
that 1 must presgh truth ; wo to us if we keep it eup-
tive ; | kmow that truth 18 unpalatable to the world;
I know that the world wishes 1o be flanered. [n
presching the truth we must nct ve unmindful of
charity ; cherity hus bewitching charms ; the great
apostle of the nations teils us that truth without i, is
in our mouth but an empty sound. li is & melun-
choly fact, my iriends, that there are very imporieni
controversies ol taith between chrietians. Now,
how are those controversies to be decided? The
protestants say they are to be deeided by the serip-
tures wlone. The catholic denies this, and says.
*“heur the church.”  Qur doetrine on this point will
eater mto the subject of this lectare. The subjec:
18, ** Are the holy seriptures the rule of faith and the
Jjudge of controversy 7 Here you observe that two
things are to be considered ; the judge, and the rule
—wu call hum the judge who pusers sentenee and de-
eides bretween the lingating parties. We call the rale
that according 1o which the judge decides. | am here
to show ye 1n the first place that the holy seriptures
are notthe judge ol religiouscontroversy,and second-
Iy that they are not the svle and only rule of faith —
Ay reason tells me that seripture cannot be a judge of
coutroversy. It tells me that a judge of any controversy
ought to decide in such wiuy wi to enabla the coutend-
ing parties to sew lLow the case stands. Do the scrip:
tures decide in this way ! They do not. How do |
know ! My experience tells me that the seriptures do
not decide in w cleur gnd perspicuous manuner, The
Lutheians and the Cxlviniats have been divided on the
foilowiug peiots, firet @ tho boptism of infants; 3d, the
renl prosence of Chost’s body au the Holy Eucharist ;
aud, 34, ou predestination. Hoth parties have appeuled
o the soriplures wi the only judge of controversy

Have the scriptores deciied 7 ‘They have not; for we
fiud thew us much divided ne ever on the points [ have
stated. Mow, sesing that both Latheravs and Calvinists
riaert that tha holy seriptures mre capabie of giving o
tull, & clear, wod unauivecsl decision on controverted
poiuts, s | et justifi-d, on view of their long and con-

| tnued dissension, to diaw oue or the other ol tha lol.
| lowing conclusions T- Fust, sither the seriptures have
| not, aud cannot give a elear and {ull decision of the con
troversy ; and, secondly, it it have, the Lutherans, or
Calvinista are acious and disobedient. In the
second epistle of St Panlto the Corinthians, 8d chupter
wird Gth verse, 1 read the following words :—** The letter
kilieth; the mpivit vivifieth.” The obvious meaning of
the apostle is, that a sluvish sdherence to the letter of
the sacred scriptures, will often lead us into the most
baleful errors; aod thet au adherence to their meaning
and import, will greatly promote our spiritual welfure
It ia & consolation to know thet | am sustained in this
interpretation, by the greatest light of Christian anti-
qu.ury. 8t. Angustioe, in bis 79lh sermon, De fempore,
s aliusion to the words above quoted, says—''that the
*letter’ killed the Jews; and glso the herotins, who says
tho epint are like & body, without & quickening
spirit"  The letter killed the Jews, who, as St Poul
says, inthe loth verse ol the chapter above quoted,
* Lave u veil over their henrts, even to this day, becouse
they do not know Chrikt,” who is hidden under the
Jewish sncrifices wnid ceremonies, 48 under a veil ; and
hocuuse they adhere to these externals they do mot lift
up the veil, and see what it covers The letter killed
tie  horetics, Let us open ecclesisstical history,
amd it will show us the Saballinns essertiog  thin
there are mnot three persons in God. They say that
tiod is ealled father, biocause he crested all things,
inat he is culied tie son, because he assumed hnman na
ture 1o the womb of the Virgin Mary; that he is called
tug Holy (host, becnuse be sanotified us, and sl this
trom a literul interpretation ol the text found inthe 10th
abupter of 8t. John, * The Father and | ure one,” conlra
¥ to the interpretution of the church, which tesaches
that they are one in cssence, and three in parsons.  The
letter Killed the Arians, who asserted thut the Son wis
not equel to his Father, adbering to ®his text, foand in
Iahn, 14th chapter, 29th verse: *The Futher s grauter
| thun 1" contriry to the interprelation of the church,
which says that the Son is not equal to the Father, con-
sidered in his human nature, but that be js equel to the
Futhe:, conmidered yn his divioe nature, be lhimsell hay
tg eald, * The Father and | are one.” The letter killed
ihe Macedovians, who denied the divinity of the Holy
tinoet from this text, 1ot Corinthiuns, 24 ehap , 10th v,
‘The wpirit searcheth wll 1hings.” From these words
they aigued thus—bhe that senrcheth, seoketi; he that
deelteth, donbteth; he that doubteth, 1 ignoreut: he that
Is igacrant, is not God; therefore the Ilu?-y Ghoat is ot
tod, The interpretution of the church 1, that the Holy
(ihost seon and kuows all things; and she points to the
ith Psalm, i which God is represented as the searcher
of hearts. Some very ancieut heretica denied the resur-
rection of the budy, on the strepgth of the wo:ds of the
Redeemer, rocurded in the Gth chapter of the Gospel
asgording to Bi. John, ** The flash profiteth nothing.”  If
the flesh profit nothiog, why say that it will rice again’
CUnlvio utged the sawe text nguiost the renl presence ol
Uhrist's body i ke Euchanst, I his flesh proflt no
thing, said Galvin, 'hy&i‘veinu us in the Eucharist?—
We all acknowledge t the ancient heretice were
wrung—and we say that Calvin’s interpretation is also
wroug, for this sitaple repson; if Calvin be right, then
we eun ank, why did Christ sssume human nature? Why
did he suffer for us in the lesh? This simple oheerva.
tion shows you more forcibly than any accumulated re-
murks, thal we must look {or another ioterpretation ol
the text, beside that which Calvin aud his followers give
0 it. These examples are sufficient to show, +nd 1o con-
viuee the sincere enquirer after truth, that the Scrip-
tures, considerad in their letter, are not, and cannot be,
wjudgs of controversies of fnith. But what say ye of
e Beriptures, considered ia their import or meaning? |
#ay Lbal io this point of view, they eannot he a judge
of coutroversy. Why ! Decauss the controversy is
uften ubuut their own meaning, which is obscure, and if
40, how can they give that clear and unequivocal deci-
sion which is expected from s judge of coniroversy. But
we ure told that the soriptures are cloar, wnd that if any
obseurity be found in one text it is dispelled by the per-
spicuity of another. This is what our opponents call con-
lerence ol places, But if this be the case, why is there
net an end 10 their own controversies 1 There is a wide
differenice, my friends, between the grammatical perspi-
cuity and the theological meaning of the sacred writings
Nothing can be more perspicuons than the Frnnumucnl
perspicuity of the text, “This is my body,"” and we all
inow the numberless controversics that have grown
out of this text, In the Gospel of 5t. Mathew we read that
Mary Magdnlene came tothe sapulchre whilst it was yet
dirk. And in the Guspel of 8t. Mark we read that Mar
Magdulene came to the sepulehre when the sun had al.
raady risen, Now, nothing can be more roundly or
clearly expressed than these distinet narrations of the
evangslists, considered in a grammatical sense; but |
laave it to your owngommon sense to -af if the theologi-
cal senve bo 60 very evident. The resder of the sacred
volume will meet miony passages which to his nind are
very clear, but which to spother are not clear—take for
examyle this passuge in the dnd chapter of the Acts ofthe
Aposties .— * Thou shalt not lenve my soul in hell.™* The
L-atholic says this pessuge ciwarly conficme thut article
of the creed, “hs descauded into hell ¥ Calvin says that
'his passage dues nol prove Christ's descont lnto bell,
but that be setusliy endnred the torments of hell by his
sufferings on the cross, when ha exclaimed, “ My
God, my Ced, why hast thou forsuken me!* Ha
Aleo smys thut hell moans the grave, and that the
text ought to be remi thus:—T1hou shalt mot leave
my body in the grave How are we to decide
this coutroversy 1 Aro wa to reour to the Soripture 7—
Llie Seripture doer not change its Ianguags—the words
of the Scripturs are still these 1 - Thou shalt net leave
my soul in hell " This rewunds me of what took place
atthe Conference of Rausbens, hetweon the famous
Jenuit Gretzer and Haslbionver. ' Here wo are,"” said the
Jesult, in presence of the Holy Sefiplure—let jt
speak—let it suy thou, Jomes Gretrer, nrt cast in thy

cause, and thou, Hsilbronmer, Last won it. Let it say
thie snd | am estisBed—but if |1 cannot say this, how
canst thou say that it s & judge our oon-
troversy."”  Aud he

fw on to say that no crimioal
has over dared to spp y with eopfidence to a judge by
whom he kuew Lo would eertainly be condemued. Hut
all heretics buve confidently appealed to the Holy Bcrip-
tures because they could not be condemned by the Ho
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ptures. If wo look narrowly inte the case we shall
find that thers are mauy texts whose orthodox mesning
cannot be decided by the Scriptures themselves. Take
the text found in the 8th chapter of St Matthew, ' Go
teach all nutious,baplizing them In the nume of the Father
aud of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” All Christians
the ity of bay fram this text, and also [
| the necessity on the part of the miniiter of baptism to |
pronounce the names of the blessed Trinity, otherwise
the baptism would be invalid. But if @ person were to |
start up and say that Christ never commanded the mi-
nister to use this form, | baptiss thes in the name of the
Father and of the Son of the Holy Ghert, and that
for the waliity of the baptism, It wes all eufficient |
10 have the inteution of baptising in the name of the Tri- |
nity. Could this person be refuted by the Soriptures 1
Never;, ha could never bat by o reference to the constant
and uniform prectice of the church. ‘I'here is another |
text found im 8d cbapter of Bt John, ** Unloss & person
be born again of water and the Holy (host he cannot |
enler inte the Kingdom of heaven.” Catholics und Lu- |
therans say, thet this lext proves the necesmty of bap- |

fy hin denial he flies to the text found in the 16th chap er
of St Luke, " He will baptive you with fice.” [n this |

ECEMBER

mot determine its own orthodox meaning, and that we
must pecessarily bhave recourse to another udge of con- |
troversy. | hau'rrﬂud. that Scripture taken in its let-
ter cannot be a judge of controversy; | huve proved that
Bcripture taken in it import cannot be & judge of cone
troversy; und | shall now briefly show you that Protes
tants themselves admit this, Between them and us there
is u controversy concerning the dentero-canonicul books
of the Old Testament. They reject those bookson the
authority of the Syoagogne. Ogn this rejection | shall
muke but two remarks, first, that it does not accord
well with the fitness of things, for a Christian to
run from the suthority of the Church of Christ
to the Syuvagogue  And secondly, by so doing
the Protestant loses his case, for he runs from the Sorip-
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such sophistry. The vicious circle, sccording to logi- ‘I
ciang, exists when the same thing is proved by the same
thing, under every respect, thus: If 1 were to ve to
an Atheist the existence of bodies, because oxists, |
and thet God exists because bodies exist, 1 should move
in the vicious circle, whioh is a epecies of sophism call-
ed pelitia principo, or begging the principle, Now, in
OUr reasoning, this circle £u not exist. When 1 rea- |
#00 with & Protestunt, he admits the divioe lnspiration of
the Scriptures | therelore do not prove the Scriptures, |
and from tho Scnrtum. which he admits—I ouly prove |
the suthority of the church., Aguin, ! admit that [koow |
the Scriptures from the church, which stands before me
a8 u respectable witness, who canoot be deceived, nor
oan deceive me, On her testimony | receive the Sgrip-
tures o ti from those suthentic Seriptures, |

tures, which he seserts to he the only judge of cont

varsy, to unother judge, the Juwish |ynu§u‘ua. | now
com@ to the conkideration of the secoad point, viz :—
Are the Scriptures the sole rule of faith 7 Protestunts po-
fitively assert that they are. The Cutholic asserts that
they are not, and suys that Seripture and tradition are
the Christian’s role of faith, Here, you will ask, what
the Catholic means by tradition? Inthe churoh thers
aro throe Kinds of tradition. The first is divine tradi

learn her divioe character and aathority. This iv not

| proviug the sama thing by the same thiog, under svery

reapect. | receive the Scriptures on the nutural and mo-
rel veracity of the church, as @ witness; and the extia-
ordinary powers of this witosss | know from the Scrip-
tures, | shall make this plain, by so exsmple. John
Jacoh Astur gives w letter to Prime, Wird & King, to the
m“d.m of the Bank of America, to whom the veracit,

tion, and this regards what the aposties, as | hears of
the divioe word, bave taught, but huve not committed
to writing. Suecond, there are gpostolical traditinns
which regard those things which the apostles, as rulers
of vhe chureh, have mstituted for the good of souls, the
admunistration of the ssoraments, and the maintenance
of erder, such are the Len'en fast, and the cbservance of
the Lord's day, KEcclesiastiosl tradition regards these
tlunr which the chisf pustors of the church have insti-
tuted from tme to time. such as the observunce of cer-
tuin feasts and fasts. From this explanation yon can
see that the Catholic holds that the Scripture is not the
whole word of God, but that thers is also an unwrittan
word of God which is equally as binding on Christinns
a4 the writian word. The Protestant asserts that the
Christian is bound by nothing hut the written word, and
that it cannot bo asserted what those divine and sposto-
lical traditions ure. To prove that therw is an unwrit
ten word of God, whieh binds e-]ullly with the written,
the Catholic refers to the 2d Toessalonians, 2l chap,,
* Hold the traditions which you have received by word
or by our epistle. " Ifall were written, would St. Paul
have used this langnage! If all were written, would
8t John, 24 Ephesians, 12th ahapter, liva said, ** Haviog |
other things to communicate, | did not wish to commit |
them to writing.” St Peul, lst Corinthiaus, Istcbap,
siy s, ** Tho other things | will armoge when [ shall
come."” If all were written, would he huve spoken thus.
In the iith ehup. Ist Ephesians to the Corinthians, he po-
sitively praises the Corinthians for having observed the
traditions which they reosived. The reader of eccle-
sinstical higtory will find it stated that Eunsebins, in his
Evangelical demonstration, says the apostles actually
eonces.ed nome of the mysteries of the Christian reli-
fon from those whom they considered weak in the
aith, and that they communicated by secrat tradition
te those to whom they could be entrusted, nnd that
this {s gathered from these words of the apostle—
“we gpeak wisdom to the perfect.” By rejecting tra
ditien we contradiet the wisdom even of Pagan anti-
quity. “Tully, in his book on law, miys that moral
procepts and rules of eonduct are more eflectually
wwn in n wanlth by t and usege, than
by written lawae." lsocrates in his letter 1o Philip ol
Maceden, says, ' that the oracles of the mind are more
powerful to persuade than written maxims.”” The people
of F-‘.nfuqd and of this country, subseribe to this truih
vy udhering to the eommon law, which is nothing but
teadition; and by holding it up as the very embodiment
ol human wisdom. The great lights of Christian anti.
anity have also taught us the necessity of admitting and
being governed by trediti 5t. Chr ’
iug on the words of 8t. Paul to the Thoessalonians, already
quotad, saye, * 'Tisevidunt that we must he goverred
by tradition, seeing that the apostles did not write avery
thing. " 8t Epiphaning, Bishop of Sallamnis, in Cyprus,
who lived in the fourth century soys, ‘‘the Christian
must hold to tradition and Seripture.” St, Basil in his
book on the Holy Ghest suys, “wo establish some of our
doctrines by Scripture and wome by tradition, for the
apostles bave not written everything.” Say then, in your
dispassivnate moments, il we are to be cousidered blind
and deluded creatures for not ubandoning the great lights
ol Christinn antiquity for the ignus fatius ol the reforma-
tion ! But how can it be said that tradition is as binding
as the Holy Seripture ! Because it is the word of God.
What ! wradition the word of God ! Yes, divioe tradition
is the word of God, but the written word alone is justly
callod the word of God. Tradition has as good & right to
be called the word of God, and why ! The written word
1% called the word of God, because it is Inspired; but
divine tradition is inspired, therefore it is the word
of God. Now, what differepce, in point of obliga-
lion, can there bs between the wrilten word of God
and the unwritten word? We can see no difference —
What the apestles, who wrote, have taught, is held to
he the word of God, and what the apestles, who did not
write, lhave tanght, is alse the word of God, hecause
thiey wers inspired, and between their respective
teavhings, no Christian will have the tementiy to
wigert that there is any difference in poiot of au
therity. Without this divine tradition, we should
kioow pothing of the intpiration of the Holy Berip-
wired, On the nuthority of thin tradition alone wo
keep the first day of the week holy, instead of the
seventh; reject this divioe tradition and the whole Chris
tien fabric tumbles to the ground. How coo those divine
liui apostolical traditions e knowa ! 8t Angustine gives
ot the following rules. The first is found in his lourth
took on bapliim—* That which the universal church
doth hold, und which has not been iuvented by auy
eouncil, and which it still holds, in justly believed to
have descended to ug from tho apostles.” The second i
found in bis boek sguinst the Donatists, that which they
who went before us bhave found to exist in the church
sud vot to kave been instituted after the age of the apos
tles, such practice is justly ilersd as ap lical
The common objeetion which is urged against tradition
in takon from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy,
3d clopter, “* All seripture divinely inspired is nseful to
teach, &e., &e.” thereiore, the scriptures are a sufficiont
rule of taith  This | am willing to grant, if | could bring
myeelf to believe the word useful, means all sufficient
hit @8 1 eannot believe this 1 murt tako leave to say
whore | am, god to gay that the Scripture is not a full rule
of faith. But inadhering to tradition, you disobey Christ;
wew 8t Matthew 15thchap., you ulse disobey the aposties;
sne the Collossians, 2d chopter; see Puter Ist op, 1st chap
These texts would sound well in o conventicle agains
the Priests and the Romans, Christ is seld to heve re
probated traditions, but did Christ reprobate the Mossic
and necessary traditions of the Synugogue, by which
alone she could have known the divioe authority of the
Eooks of Mases and his divins legation? But Christ re-
probated traditions, he did. He reprobated the false
trnditious of the Pharisees, by which they corrupted the
law anid sednoed the people from the truth. Those tra
ditions are familinr to the reader of the New Testament
they are called deuteroses, and some of them are found
inthie 16th chap of 8t. Matt., which is objected against
us ; for ple, the Phari taught that it was
not lawlul to eat with unwashed hands; they also
taught that the neglect of parents by their children could
be atoned for by some gift to Almighty God. They
tuught that 1o swear by the temple and the altar was no
sin, but to swenr by the gold of the Temple wan, accord
ing to their teaching, a grievous ain. Buch wern the tra-
ditions which Christ condemued, and not the divine tra-
ditions whieh I have already alladed to. 8t, Paul condem-
ned the sophisms of the pagan philosophers, and 8t. Poter
the superstitions of the Geutiles, from which the gospel
hiad delivered us. They certainly did not condemn di-
vine and apostolicnl traditions, But in holding to tradi-
tion, do we not accuse the Beriptures of insnfficiency 7
Wea say that they are not a full rule of iaith, and this we
hiave proved. We say that the Scriptures, so far as they
o, are a perfect light to our feet, and n perfect rmle of
aith, when we follow the lines of h:ﬂulauc interpreta-
tion as given by the Church of Christ. Wa say, they
are a law, and as every law, human and divine, requires
thoritative inter ion, through regularly consti
tuted jndges, that llny have not been made by Christ
the rule of faith and judge of controversy But here we
are accused of putting the Chureh over the Scriptures.
The Church is over the Scriptures, in the same manner
that the judge, who sits on the secular bench, is over the
law; butas lllildﬂd‘a is not above the law and the con-
stitution which he interprets, neither is the Church above
the Seriptures. | now retort the argument, and ll{ that
Protestants, in rejecting divioe and lgoslaliul traditions,
resist the Scriptures; they recist 3t. Paul, who com-

P bility of Prime, Ward & King are well

known. They hand bim the Iatter from John Jucob Ase
tor, and the President believes, even before breaking the
wenl, that the letter is authentio; and this on their well
kuown respectabiiity. On reading the letter, he findé
that they are empowered, by Johu Jasob Astor, to draw
on bim fora hundred thonsand dollars of his funds, which
ure luthe bank. Now, if this President should say to
Prime, Ward & King, geutlemen, 1 beliove his letter is
Irom John Jucob Astor; but as you yourselves aro the
hivirers of it, | cannot believe you are empowered to re-
ceive tha money, though | have the erder in this letter,
what would you think of the reasoning of the President?
I'shall tell you you would think him deranged in the

moral faculty. Now forthe spplicetion. The Scriptures

aro & letter from God to us. The charch is the re-

spectable and veracious munnqar. on whose autho.

rity wa believe in the authenticity of this letter; and

when this letter tells us that the church is iovested

with extraordinary powers, we believe it, and in

this there is cortainly no vicious circle. Mark mow the

reasoning of our adversaries. They know the iuspira-

tion of the scriptures from the private spirit, and they

kuow the anthority of the private spirit from the scrip-

tizres; this is moving in the circle with a vengance, and

| must say that whilst | admire their oredulity, | despise

their logic. The reader of the old testament knows that

all religioun controversies in the old Inw were decided

by the high priest snd conneil. Here | can refer ye to

17th chap. of Deuteronomy, Bth verve. ''If thou perceive
that there be among ye & hard and doubtiul matter, thou

shull come to the priest of the Levitical race, and to the

judge that shall be ut that time, and thou shalt ask of
them mnod they shall show the trath of the judgment and

thou shalt follow their santence; neither t thou de-

cline to the right haud nor to the left. In the2d of Pan

lepomenon, l0th chap. and 10th verse, we have in &pi-

tome of the questions to be decided hy this tribunal; they

were concerning the luw, the commandments, the cere.
mouies, and the justifications. How this was understood
by the Jews themselves we know from Joseplus in his
24 book against Appian. He tells us that the high priest
decided all controversies of faith. I allude to this eco-
nomy of the old law 1o order to show the annlogy that
exists between it and the new. [u the new we find that
all controversias of faith huve been decided by authori
ty from the very beginning, even the frat controversy
with regard to cucumcision was decided by authority.
Toe ancient Leretics were condemned by authority —
and let it not be said that thiv authority was usurped by
tue church, for both Luther and Culvin sdmitted that
Arius and Macedorius and Nestorius, and the rest, ware
Justly conldlemped, And in our dispassionate moments, we
must admit that they never would have bean condemned
or pilenced had not the church interposed her authority
How, for instange, could Nestorius hiuve been condemn-
ed by the Scriptures alone, when he hoasted that he had
60 léss than sixty places of Beripture to prove his haresy
ol the existence o! two persona in Christ 1 This heresi-
wrch was condemned by the general council of Ephesus
in the year 434, under Pope Celestine. Strange to sy
that we bave seen him lionized in this country in the
person of one of his bishops, by these whe look on the
sSeriplures as the only judge o nontru\ran{. | do not
by by merus blame the bhospitality that has been axten-
ded to the stranger —hospitality is & noble and Christinn
virtue, ond | admire it wherever | find it. But I do con-
demn that fraternization which is founded on & contampt
of the Church of God, and that indifferentism which
would cover a condemned beresy under the chimerical
alvantage of distributing the Holy Seriptures, without
uote or comment, kmong the Nestorians., [ call this ad

vaptage chimerical ] Query—will not the Nestoriuns
still find in those Scriptures the sixly texts of their
fosuder I 1 notice this economy of the Jewish
chureh slso, in order to meet an objection whirch
i brought sgaiust us, from the words of Isaias, Sth
chipter, ' To the law and tne testimony ;" here we ure
told that we are referred to the law and to the testimany,
a4 the Jaws were, but | have shown that the Jews were
obliged to yield to nuthority, and to the authority of the
uigh priest; in their religious controversies. By refer
tiafg to this Sth chapter of Isaias, wo shell see that lsaias
told the Jews that they were not sllowed to have re-
courte to 'y thopesses for a knowledge ol (uture events ;
and to show that they were proiibited frem so doing, he

¢l controversy.
pret the sscred writings are blind, and leaders ol
the blind. | now come to the two words, which ho-
apst old Selden eaid ' undid” the world—' Bearch the
seriptures.”  John, Sth chapter. From these words
the biblicals infer that the Scriptures ate the sole and s
ufficient rule ol faith for Christians. Let us refer to this
chupter, and see if it will justily this conclusion. In this
chapter, Christ disputed with the Jews, who Aenied
Lis divinity. He refers them, in the firat place, to
the tastimony of John the Baptist ; inthe second place,
he refers them to the testimony of his owo miracles, and
i the third place, he reters them to the testimony of his
Father ; and as a Iast resoit, knowing their attachment
to the scriptures, he says, * search tho Scriptures, for
thoy sleo give testimony of me.” Now, we mointan
thiat the whole chapter nuﬁlntu against our ndversurine,
who say that the Scriptures alope are to he consulted,
seving that our Divine Redeemer referred 1o othar testi-
monies beside the Scripture. In ourmanner of arguing,
waimitate onr divine Lord ; we refer in proof of our
dectrine to tradition, the practice of the Church and to
the Holy Scriptures, whereas our adversaries reler to

Verily, they who would thus inter-

Price Two Cents.

1 Love the Ladies, Every One.
BY JAMEN ATILLMAN,
[ love the lidiss, every one — 33 A
The lm:.!nln‘. ripe brunette— 4
Taose d .rk-eyod daughters of thelsun,
With tresses hlack as jet. <
What rapture in theic glaoces glow,
Rish tints their cheeiks disclodes,
Andin the little dimples there,
Young smiling Love reposes

[ love the ladies, avery one—
The bionde so soft snd fair—

With looks so mild and languishing,
Ana bright and golden hair;

How lovely are their sylph-like forms,
Their alubaster hue,

And their blushes far more beautiful !
Than rose-buds bathed in dew.

I love the ladies, every one—
E'en thowe whose graceless forms
Are rugged os the ask that's borne
A hundred winters' stormi—
Tha youog, the old, the stout, the thin,
The short as well as tall,
Widowsand wivas, matrons and maids,
0, you, | love them all.

| love the ladies, every one—
Noae but a wretch would flout ‘emy

This world would be 4 lonely placs
If wa waera left without "em ;

Bu: lighted h{ s woman's smile,
Away all gloom is driven,

And the most hamble home appears
Almost a little Heaven.

I love the lndies, uur& one—
They 're augels all, God bless 'em,
And what can greater pleasure give,
Than to comfort and caress ‘em.
I call mysell a temperince man,
So 1'll drink their health in water—
Here's to the mothers, one and ull,
And every mother's danghter,

The Magnetic Telegraph,

i Wasminaron, Deo. 20th, 1548,
T the Editor of the Uninn :
Dean Sin i—In compliance with your requent, | take
pleaswre in stating the preparations made for the exten-
sion of Morse's electro-magnatic telegruph in the United

States.
A company was orginized last spring to construct s
coutiouous line from New York to Washington, the

first object of which was to put up two wires from New
York r.f:wPh ladelphia. Owing tc difi>ulties as to right
of way, they were much delayed, nod for that reason,
and otheri, wera compelled totake a circuitons routs
about 150 miles in leogih. It 1« complets, except
about thirty miles, upon which the posts dve up ; snd
the wires ave being put up by two Elr‘!lll. one At sach
end. Arrangements have recently been made to extend
this line to Baltimore as rapidly as it can be put up.
Another company was organized soon after the for-
mer, to construct u line from the city of New York to
the city of Buffalo, The entire line from Albany to
Buffalo wa put under contract early last fall, aod is
nearly completed, with two wires.

An arrangement was made in Novemher for the con-
siuction of a line from New York to Boston. The
work on the esstern end bas progressed with great ra
wdity., The holes are  ug to Sprngfild, and probubly
Lmher. and the posis are upon a greater part of that
distanoae.

Early in the summer, &n arrangement was made ha-
ving in view the construction of a line westward from
Philadelphia te Pittsburg, and St. Louis, throwing off &
braneh to Lake Erie. Means have boau ruieed to carry
tha line to_Pittshurg ; it is built from Harrishurg to Lan-
m.uen;, and is going up rapidly from that point o Phils -
delphia.

\Ptu..; of thirty-eight miles, from Buffalo to Lockport,
successiul operation.

A line {rom Boston to Lowell, about tweuty-five miles,
is nearly completed.

Lines” are cootracted for, leading from — to
Odwego, from Auturn to [thaca, and branching thence to
Bingnampton, Owego and .

Lines are nearly completed from New York and Bos-
toi, down to the offing oi those ports

Preliminary arrangements are made with the view of
pushing a line through irom Washington to New Or-
leang, uperations to commence early in the spring.

Many other routes gre bespoke, with & view to con-
stiugtion next year.

We encounter some unforeseen dificulties, and have
besn much disappointed by erroneous estimates as to
tle time requisi @ to build theses lines ; but rothing has
gecurred to shuke the perfect confidsnce enteriained as
te the practicability and profit of this great enterprise.

If any more detailed information is desired by you, it
will be given with great pleasure,

With high regard, yours, &c.,
AMO8 RENDALL.
Facts and Fancy.

Uy proclamation, the legislature of Nova Seotls
in pmrugued to the J0th Jaousry next, then to mest for
despateh of business.

On the 15th instant there was four feet of water

tesarred them to the law of Vioses ; pud that in order to o

know future events, he referred them to the testimony | ! ‘:‘ “"?3?“'1 of the Obio st Tittsburgh. It was
ol tha Prophets, who were specially appointed by "'f g rapidly. . 2

the Almighty. The argument is, the th:l rwen |u:- The river opposite Montreal is closed.

vented from  consulting  witches—therafore, the The price of potatoes at Quebec is 4s. a mifet
soripturas are a full gule of faith, and judge | . wood, §6 a cord ; water, 18 34, the barrel; and

broad 104, and 1s. per losl. In addition to thess avils,
diseanes are beginning to appear, especially in the su-
burhs ; und the cold is so intonse that the thermomater
s been for several daye, from 24 t) 98 degrees balow
iero.

Mr. Hayes has purchased a lot of ground 1n Mon-
ireal, on which he is goiug to build a theatrs, with con
cort rooms. <

The inhabitants of Nassau, W, [., are suffering
mneh from want of water. Provisions of all kinds are
ECArce.

The Hudson is atill open to Poughkeepsie.

Tu LET.
4 FURNISHED or uafursished, a suite of splendid
ool rnom ., with centre loldiug door,au rxcellent view of ¢
- Park aud Broadway, a baleosy in front, entranee Mo, 11
Lb. ma ADAD I TeEL di8 1w*re

CITY HUTeL, HARTFORD, TO LET.

This well known establiwhinent is ofered for reat, il
o -rp!lemnn W Imme uwl{‘mdn. The Furniture,
el 11| it4 nppurtenance nr 1 had :in reasonable tarma—
b if desire

the Scriptares slone, hereby itating the t ot
the Jaws, who sinned ngainst the known truth. ln view
af what | have sald, we have just renson to complain of
the awful cal ¥ that js tantly putu us, by
suying that we are hostile to the Sacred Soriptures,

th4m from the sncer of the infidel, and the abuse of the

fanatic. When [ kiss the Holy Sctiptures before my
congregation, will it be wsald that 1 despise them !
When | iucense them in public, will it be
eaid  that I hate them? 1 leave it to the

whole world to judge, if Catholics do not pay
cannot bear to see it tossed up and down through a pub-
place it ngainst the back of an eagle and win,
‘onsidered its
e

and the ground of tiuth, and pot irom our own private
sion. Tertnllian, many cen s ago, said that what
rants, was also lawiul to Presbyterians. As it was
wish to have the rnurin_’phh own mad brain received
all this wild disorder and confusion. 1 shall now con-
ehureh concerning

oreation, and the progress of man-

manded them in the persous of the Thessalonians to
bold fast the trmditions which they received, whe-
ther by word, or by his epistlo. But they wonld
wdmit them if they knew them. They ocon know
toem on the same authority, snd in the same man
uer, that they know the authenticity and the nspi- |
ration of the Divine Seriptures. But are these not doubt- |
ful traditions 7 The Seriptures themselves weres doubt- |
ful for some time. The faithful did pot know which |
were the genuine Senptures untfl they were separated |
from the spurious by Fope Clelarins, in the fith century.
Wea must candidly admit, my fr timony
ol the Chrintian Cgumh. her anseveration from nge to
from man to man, is as solid foundation for our belisl in
divine and apostolical tradition, as it is for our belief in
the Holy Beriptures.  Alter the decision of the chure
no deubt was entertained concerning the genui
tures ; and when the Church decides on the dwlnilr and
apostolicity of tradition, all doubt must vanish., If we
look inte the economy of revealed religlon, we find that
it 10 necessarily based on testimony. The patriarchal
n was transmitted by testimony for the space of |
years. When Moses added his raligion to tha patri-
archal, ne himsell was & witness to hin cotemporaries ;
and they, again, were witnesses to their children |n:|
posterily : their ceremonies, their sacrifices, their festi-
vals, were alio speakipg witne When Christ came
he appearad 89 a wituess {rom heaven. John [ﬂ‘bﬂllt'nld
himsoll as @ witness for the ‘' true light;” and Christ
said to his aposties, * Yo shall be witnesses of me in Jo-
rusalem, in Judea in Samaria, and even to the uttern |

parts of the earth” The Christian system in & set il
ineta, fu some measure. The E;mlptl facts mre
First, which are the genulne Seriptares ! What i
interpretation that hus been constantly put npen th
Are Christians to belisve nothing but what is found
tham 1 There (ncts can be sscertained ouly from
ractico and testimony of churches, fiom the writing
fho futhars, and from councils ; and as all are not ca
of investigating this testimony, common senas ta
thatit wus mael in the divine Redeomer to establish a
bunal in erder to aift this textimony. Now that Christ
extablish thistribunal, we know from Bt Paul to the
sians, whora be says that Christ gave some to be ten
Thowe tenchers he called his Church ; and he tel]l
Chureh, weo m:n
To

that weo must boar this Church. By
the chiel pastors, either collected or Alsperved
theeo ho has given the divine permission to teach
both the written nnd unwritten word. To them he has

tiam by watar. Calvin denies this, and in order 10 Justi- | sgid, * Gio teach 4ll nations, and lo, 1 wm with ye wil | privete and P"lﬁ

days, oven to the consummation of the worid "— |
Our rensoniog i said to be defuctive on this point. The

| taxt, fire is not taken to mean tha natural ele i why
theu say that water means the natural slement i the
toxt w is quoled to prove Lhe necessity of baptism
by water / Here again you see that Beripiure alone oun-

Watts, a di of the 17ih century, telle
thot It ‘pmﬂng the res from the ch
church from the Seriptures, we roll in what
call the vicions circle. We say that we are guilt

‘recognized by any statu

,F;ui! inits i
4y opposed 1o ¢

more respect than their aceusersto the sacred word.
Cousidered as a book, we pay it more respect, for we
lic school room. When we read it in public, we
it through respect on the face of o man, w!
of brass,
ed in ing, we pay it more
wa talie its meaning from the Church of Ged,
sense. ‘Uhis private sense ia the well spring of every
arror, the fountsin of Dbitte and the root of dissen-
wasd lawful to Valentinus, was lawful to the Valen-
tininne. We say that what was lawful to the'Protes-
in tho days of Luther, so It is in our days. He com-
plained there was not &n ass in his time who did not
ns the dictates of the Ghost. And what a pretty
reformer he must haye been lo have opened the door o
clude this lecture hy giving ye the sentiments of the
Bcriptures. " If you wish to
know the wonders
kind, read Genes If you wishto know how the an-

cient peaple of ware governed, read the Judges.
Il you wish to know how the ancient church of God
| was g , read the Ceremonial. If you wish to
kuow govern yourselves, read the Morale. 11

on wi
oks.

I patl
evory |
to know how CUhrist was foretold, read the
If yom wish to know how the prophecies were fulfilled,
rond $he Gospels. 1f you wish to know how the reli-
gioa ol Christ was propagated, read the Aets. Ifjyou
know how the good pastor ought to fnvl his
reud the Epistles. Andif you wish to plunge into
ocean of mystery, read the Revelations. ““We look
all these :»'K- as fixed stars in the firmament ot
n, but we do not consider them a full rnle of
nor & jndge of controversies. These we leave 1o

know wncred history, resd the historical

wish to know how to possess your souil
tend Job. |1 yom wish to have a salve for
of the mind, read the Psalms. 1f you wish

onr efforts are invariably directed towards rescuing |

sphats, I

. Eiv u 1y, i e
For particula uire of the subscriber at the C| N
) P imanice of the subacr e b UDBON.
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“ENOX. of 110 Fultou_stre.
sortment of Hats and Capa, a3
Lolydays, aud s fine o1 Ladies’ Furs.

LOUK AT THIS.
IMPORTED FRENCH BOOTS of the best gual
nt theextraocdimary low price ol .. ..
gun.blauh:!uk-. the best article. ..

0 BAD .vv sev seraren
h Calt Boots, made to order,
rench Unlf Bhoes. .o.coov civnnns
'l}ﬂ“" Hn#] Bwu.t.. phiceeiiafiaes

ancing Fumps, the nicert
U.wei:; Griters, with rhm

And a general
Orver Shoes, from
07
e iaﬁm Fesoent t-:
nekine , T
ips, whi bl and id Slips; Indin Ru
e e g, o, a4, 5
smallestto the an| In-:.n-muulod.um
"l et 2 M. CAHILL,
FINE n?zl:lnn BOOTS fatnse d for
hy r an
nﬂnt?nl un!ﬁ?ﬂ Iht{ are equ I‘:&p?lh other
stores for 5. Fioe French Premium Imperial Dress Boots
for $4 50, equal to those uaw in other stores for 8§ or §7,
at Or_l.;‘hu lJé;\!l:E's zllImuh aont ud"namnnm sctory,
e o it o e T Tl o MRt Sl

b
Le the bmw -;‘ﬂu price ever sold (n this conntry. Alse,

s superior new stvle French Dancing Gaiters, and
constantly ou ha 2 ;

All goods warranted ro give mlgl'utieﬁ. b and
minde to order in the shortest notice  Mending
stare. YOUNG & JONES, 4 »
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BUSTON STEAMER
FOR HALIFAX AND LIVERFOOL

\ THE | Mail Steamship ACADIA
will leave Besten for the above ports, &»
follows, viz'—

\Jl.. 1848
vave ans .

The }ndu 'Wlm lerli-cu. Com
¥ o Laver ige

' rﬁna“_.?l!h Hl.hl'l':'?'.. i 5 i
or freight or passage, &

irewwht orpamags. SR LR AM, Jr., Agent, 8 Wall e

Na Berth seenred until pa d for. dip v

FOR LIVERFOUL—The » lrlui»f kud wall

knowu regalar ymcket ship 8T. FATRD K, Proal,

1 aster, will sail on the a‘:h December, har regular

L dvy =i tu n most handsome and comfo tabis minner aceom-

- modate o limited gomber of eabin, second eabin and steerage
| jssengers af much less thay 1ne neual rates, by immediate ap-
oh om board the ship, foot of Dover at. or to

meuder, on s

o1 God, who in thia may be comp

to that ular star which ted out to the wisa
met the birth place of the infant Savior, when all the
stirn in the Airmament could not have done it.

Hupson Streer RatLroan —Before the commit-
tee from the Common Couneil shall have reported
favorably upon this railway project, they would do
wall, as we think, to inquire into the legal capucity
that body to convert a public highway or street
pIn ite legitimate purpose, to the almost supreme
eontrol of & railroad curporation—thereby convey-
ing an exclusive {ranchise 1o individual capitaliets,
w*he detriment of the public goed, and in no way
te of our Swate. 'The specu-

Jative motives of the projectors of thi
as wellas

ition manifested by the holders |
of property at and about its contemplated termini
by those who are really interested residents an
bona fide owners ol reul estate, along the line.  The
i mass o1 the people engaged in active business
mmeadinte neighborhood, are strong- |
hig visionary project—tor, in its con-
taey would not only sustain much injury,
sly annoyed by us operation. There |
oot such migh-handed violations of
ie vested rights already perpetrated,
private speculative purposes, and % e contidently
hope that our present Common Council will hesitate
Jong before they will sacrifice the many for the es-
pecial benefit of the few in the authorizing of thia
new monopoly—a railrond to Greenwich. A. B.

the interested dig

truction,
but be serion
jas heen enou

"

L T—

s money maks |
ing enterprise, seem 1o be well nnderstood

EROMAN & CO. 81 th at.
JOHN HEXD ). 81 Sont

N. B.—8esgond cabin and rtvnll_‘rlll_llu éan also "
eured at this ofee, for recarn of said ship, to sail from Liver
poe' u the 2d of Fepruary next, at very low mtes, by i:g
as above.
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o oA et AR ot
o e & B obh, Wil soih en PhlAs

o this line being a11 1000 tons and spwards, per-
wans about to embark for the ?’!d conntry, will not tail to
the advintages o be derived rom se SAERE lm“lmﬁg.h mx

) . a0 therr gre ¢ evpacity reuders
l-':;‘;::g:ng;:f::u.h’l- nld'ﬂrmmunt'ﬂﬂa e J' um
:l:’n; sud their accommodation .nr‘i_:.::l a‘rmd eabin
ars caunot be

e B b Aok T o ke ety spp
bonrd, foot of Wall street, %w

v . T. TAPBCOTT,
HM.JTT Mai lane.
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wishing
jog on

481 me

th street corner
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A g e
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Having very nnmr‘im‘ sueommudations for cabin, segne

eabin antl stee Dassengers, persons  wishing 1 r";}
Derths should mabs immediate lisli'_"l'ﬂh'm » foot
Muiden Lane, ot to JOsEPH ¥,

Caraer of Mine
Packet Ship GLADIATOR, R L B

The L
3 W= 8, and sail on the MWth A
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of the bine, sailing from Londoa es
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