And at that time, too, sir, we had not the

o (iUe upon which tonsoqe, nor in other re-
grecis were we then in a cofidition (o Repert more
resolutely than we did onr right as aganst Great
Britain, independent of the titlg of Spain. & was,
perhapa, sir, sufficient for us at that time to have
our rieht of possession acknowledyed by that Pow-
er. The ten years being about to expire, the term
was indeflnitely extended, very unwisely, I think,
sir, in view of our then aliered cirrumsiacces, by
the convention of the 6ih of August, 1527, which we
now seek to abrogate ; and when sbrogated, wea e
for the third time in the exclusive possession, of the
country as its legitimai= soverei@0 ; & LrFEpass upon
which, wilfully, and by force, by any other power,
would be an act of war, to be treated accordingly
Having the right to be the party in possession. on
the adm ission of Great Britain through Lord Cas-
tlereaghi, in 1818, that right must neceesarily be ex-
clusive.  Great Britain will have no nght v occupy
any part of the (_:ounl:u for if we are of right the
party 10 possession, she cannot be there «xeept
wronglully. Bucn subjects of a foreign power as
shall choowe, alter that event, 1o remein in the coun-
try, would necessarily become subject to our laws
and juriediction ; and on taking the oath of allegi-
ance, would share with our own eitizens all the
benefite of our national liberality, as grantees of
lands, and Jlﬂmnw in the advantages humanity
deny whatever country or ereed, from our

much cherished and free insututions ;
1 thiok, sir, the time has arrived when this con-
vention should be terminated; and [ had hopsd we

would have voted upon the proposition, without
debate, with great naanimity and promruudg_ At
present. sir, nithough we have the acknowledged
night of pessession to the territory of Oregon, in the
eater partof it—in all of it north of the Columbia
river, except a rr[ull Americen settlement at Bul-
fineh's Harbor, Great Britain, by her subjects and
her chartered power, 18 in the actual and exclusive
possession. doexclusive was this possession, that
the northern bunk of that river was known and
called the ** British side,” and the oppos te bank the
‘“ American side. ™ Uur own cutizens, Mr. Presi-
dent, derive no benefit whatever trom this conven-
ton; all the advantages are on the side of Brtish
subjects; and we, at the snme time, the true owners
ol the whole country. This being the case, sir, un-
less we take some decided action in order to obtain,
on our part, that exclusive posseamon which belongs
to the nght, they will continue to derive these bene-
fits, to the exclusion of cur citizens. It seems to
me, therrfore. sir, the advantages being sll on the
side of Great Britain, unlees we give the notice; un-
less we urmu a desire 1o terminate the coaven-
tion, 1t will never be terminated by Great Britain
NO'{E will never come from that side, sir. She
has #il that she desires, as thinge now stand, and has,
therefore, no stimulant to act. She will not take
the mitative. She does not desire 1o be remitted to
her original barren pretensions ; whilst we encoun-
ter no dnnger, by reposing upon a title ** the best 1n
existence.” ‘And, as wus eaid the other day, by the
Senator of Mussachusetts, [ Mr. Webster. ] it cannot
give oflence 1o Great Britain, being buot 10 aceord.
ance with a treaty stipulation ; and I will add, sir,
she would have no right to demand the reason for
such action on our part, nor would we have the
right to ask of her the reasons should she choose to
give the notice, but receiveit in amity should 1
come irom that power. This convention, sir, is an
obstacle 1n our path of progress, and we must get
rid of it. So long ae it exista, we can do nothing
effective ; we cannot extend our lawe in their most
ample ecope over the country for the protection of
our citizen® there ; we cannot erect means of de-
fence or of reluge; we cannot make grants of land in
fee to the setulers who are there pow in thousands,
reposing with confidence upon the firmness and jus
tice ol s government they dearly love ; in short,
sir, we can do no effectiveact whilst the convention
exists. By abrogating it, we are at once enabled to
exercise, ia the fullest extent, any act ot sovereign-
ty, we may deaire, it will restore us to lreedom and
enable us to pursue such a course for our own inte-
rest as we may choose, in our wisdom, to ndopt. 1f
we do nottake this couree, if we do not give this
notice, if we allow things to remain as they are,
there is manifest danger, before the lapse of many
years, that diffigaliies will so grow up and thicken,
that & war may be he result, or ¢lse, that a conntry,
favored by Providence beyond almostall others in
all the great essentials of human happiness, snd so
necessary to us in an enlsrged view of our future
destiny, may become, by our unpardenable neglect,
an independent nation upder some [oreign guaranty
and possessed of elements and a position well cal-
enlated to annoy and embarrass us hereatter. Sir,
there are strong indications of a desire 1n several
quartera thatsuch should be 1ts destiny. Itisthe
opiuion of genllemen of grest inteliigence, high
character and influence, that it 1s not possible that
Oregon should luug contiaus to be an appendage of
our government, but must be independent
1 S’nnk dufferently, sir, it we do our duty. I think
a8 it 15 an iotegral and most important part of our
empire, we should be awake to its preservation. 1f
we are mindfulof this germ ihe enterprize o1 _our
people has planted on the shores of the Pacific, it we
nurture it and cherish it, a8 it should be nuriured
and cherished, bestowing upon it cur kwd, pro-
teciing care, it cannot but grow 10 beawy and ex-
pand in strength, und, deriving its sustennnce from
the parent stem, will flourish with it in undying ver-
dure, 2
1t d=pends upon ourselves, whether this country
phall remain with us or not. [is destiny 18, under
Providence, in our own power, and we eucounter a
most weighty and feartul respousibility, if by any
sopineness, Umidity, or want of resolution on our
part, its preservation shall be jeoparded, and, in the
end, lost to us forever.
1i 1t was proper, sir, in the npascent state of the
Atiantio colonies, fur Great Britain to assert, and
,and establish by force of arms,and by ar-
Eumcml from the cannon’s mouth, the pricciples
she did esisblish for tie exiension ol her territory,—
how much more proper and necessary 181t for us,
#ir, in this eur age, with all the 1mprovements in
mechanical philosophy and the arts, by which ep:ce
is anothiluted and distance measured, not by miles
but my minutes, with our teeming nillions on the
vaet plains ol the West, in reach of the Pacific—
many thousands of whom have gone to settle upon
its shores and upon the fertile banks of 118 rivers—
that the tull beucfit of this dprmcu:[r. ol British law
should be claimed by us, und we be as ready and as
willing to contend for it, even unto war, us she was
withs our aid, against France. And why should we
hesitate to take the initiative of measures which
will loree her, ir, 1o acknowledge her own doc
trine 1 The judgment ol the civilized world will be
pronounced against her should she disavow the doe-
trine, and the sin of & war, should one tollow, will
lie heavy on her soul. :am ;
Relying, Mr. President, on the principle of public
law, as to territorial rights, taught us on the heights
of Abraham and on Braddock's field, Great Batain
will have no reason to complain 1if we urge m
egniost her, who originated them and gave them
currency. And, sir, when Oregon shall ve filled
with our people, (as it soon wil beif this govern-
ment is true to 1is own interests,) no apprehensions
of any foreign intruder, under what flag soever ne
may seek 1o make his entrance, need oe entertained.
1t 18 our true policy then, sir, to give the notice, and
assert and mainiain the prwcuﬁe ot Brntsh law
which England 18 estopped from denying, and
which establishes our utie to the Russian line. If
however, sir, | could be made to believe thut the ei-
fect of the notice would be, as has been intimated,
to place cur government in & position to compro-
mise our undoubted rignt, upon any other line south
of that, | would vote against it, and fall back upon
the ** masterly inactivity” of the Senator of South
Carolioa, [Mr. Calhoun,] as the wisest policy, and
leave 1o ume to accomplish the great objectto
which the whole American heart ia80 earnestly und
truly devoted. But, sir, L have full faith 1n the pru-
dence, firmnese, and sagucity of the Executive, and
do not anticipate any sach calamitous result. 1 do
not suffer myeell for a moment to believe that he
will violate his published pledges. No,sir, I have
implicit faith in him, and that he will 20 act on this
and on all other great ocessions, in which the inte-
rests and honor ol his country are iavolved, as to
comuaand the unqualified approbation of those who
bave raised him to his present elevated positioa.
Considering, sr, the conuguity ot Oregoa to our
western sellisments, and as the only vent, westward
of the vast surplus productions of the rich basin of
the Mississippi to the shores of Asia, with her mil-
liona'of inhabitants, sad ite accessbility by rail-
roads from the Atlantic States, bringing them also
nto close proximity te the same great markets ;
and conmdering also, that our republic opeas her
?li-. domain 1o the over-populsied countries of
urope, and ofters 1o all who may seek it cheap
fee-simple tarma, aod the full enjoymeat of our free
'unitnuu:bwe cannot be charged, sir, in desiring
to Iregon, with seltish or ambitions views,
or with a spirit of mere territorial aggrandizement ;
but the impartial aad the just will see 1n 1t a desire
only 1o extend more widely the avea of human (ree-
domn, and diffuse more oroadiy the means of human
happiuess—a# an exiension, sit, of that grand thea-
tre, on which God, in his providence, and in his
own appointed ume, 1tends 10 work out that high
destiny he has assigned for the whoie human ruce.
Bat, Mr. Premident, it is said the duficulty must
be settled by negotiation. The notice, eir, wili not
at negotiations ; on the contrary, it will suiy-
Tate the parties to bring all ditlerences growing out
of this controversy to a conciusion. Tueregre ma-
ny things to negotiate about, sIr, many Lnportant
questions and jnterests whicn are fit sudjects ol ne-
gotlation ; and nmong them ale those periailing 1o
ine Hudson's By Company. And, [ believe, air,
that ull the difficaity, or ne.ri{‘nl. willch surtounds
this gu-stion, su tar as Greal Biiein I8 cooceried,
inthe obugations sbe 19 uad :r o thal eorpuration,
wing out ol e renewal o their coartes tn 1833,
of Iwenly-Oue Yeard, lo whici, oy the way, s, Lie
ilege wus reserved (0 Great Bimin to graat, (vt

Vi
the Erpﬂ! ol setlioment of culvuizalion, asy of the ’

ecoinprised withia the haa of their cilarter.
In the correspoudence witn lue Bitsa Cvivolal
Seeretary ol Suate, which led 10 s renewal,
the company urge, a8 & reason log it, tnat * the

| try beiween the Rocky mountains nod

have , after & severs and expensive com-
petition, in establishing their reulements, and obe
talning « decided superiority, 1f not an exclusive en-
joymeut of the trade ; and that they ocenpy the coun-
Pacifie,
by six permanent establishments on the eoast, six-
teen in the jnterior country, hesides several migra-
tory and hunting parties ; and they maintain a ma-
rine of six armed vessels, one ol them a steam ves-
#el, on the cosst.” They nlso speak of their large
furms, and ol other projects, having reference to an
export trade, and the setlement of their retired ser-
vants in the country.  All these things, sir, superin-
dueed by the aet of Great Britain, tend, no doubt,
to embarrazs her, as she may, in justice, be corm-
pelled to unswer, aver to that eompany, for an inju-
1y that may result to it trom a surrender of her pre-
tensions to the country. :

Now, sir, it would be manifestly proper for the
| two governments to conler together on these mat-
| tere. to negotiate ubout them, and perhaps, sir, it

might be found to be expedient to indemaify this
company for their outlays there, ng,d concede 1o
them the use of the Columbia river for a few years,
to facilitate their exit, with their property from the
countey, and as auxiliary to winding up their sffairs.
So faras these and kindred matters are concerned,
sir, I hope negotiation will go on, but am utterly op-
posed to it, if it is to involve o cession of any por-
tion of the country to Great Britain. [ am opposed
to that,sir, and will never sanction such an uct by
my vole. A nation, sir, submitting to a negotiation
which shall end in eompromisinga claim so valid
as ours, by yielding upa part, when it has strength
enough to preserve the whole, does, in my juag-
mient, an uopardonable wrong, and becomes dis-
honored, notcaly 10 the estimation of its own peo-

urd. sirj and I desire to keep it so. [ wnh
to do nothing gwdﬂin' even llf“ the ea of
injustice, and, therciore, sir, i the H Bay
Company have imporuat interests the that

they have I am free to admit—and the British go-
t is responsible 10 them for eny imjury
which may result, in consequence of any dieposi-
tion of the country policy may require Great Britain
to make ; and if, in order to carry on their trade a
tew years longer, and settle their affuirs, the

should desre the use of the river for & short period,
1 would concede it to them most cordially. 1 would
nfford them every facility for closing up their of-
fairs, and leaving the country to our ex juris-
diction; but 1q no division of the territory could 1
ever consent. We all recollect, sir, that memora-
ble dsplay of the wisdom of Solomon—ihe case of
the living ehild claimed by two mothers—and the
exhibition of true parental aflection on that oeea-
sion. She who consented to the division of the
child was adjudged not to be the true parent, and
the real mother was restored to her own. Soitis,
gir, with the true friends of Oregon; they eannot
congent to a division of the chila of their love. I
England is the true parent, give it all to her, sir
We cannot consent to a division of the territory,
either by the Columbia river or the 49.h parall-l.
And here, Mr. President, I must be permitied to
snv, ‘““more in sorrow than in anger,” I regret, as a
fri=nd of the Executive, that he felt himuelt bound
w offer to Great Britain the proposition to divide
the territory on the 48th parallel. I think, sir, the
error on his part consisted in this: that he did not
consider 1La new question, o far as he and bisad-
ministration were concerned. In my judgment,
gir, so far as he was concerned, it was an entirely
new question. And ""{t,'“ Because, at the

ple, but of the werld. 1 will never toit,
#ir, let what may happen.

# Bu: it is said, sir, that the matter should be refer-
red to arbitration, and that such a mode is 10 striet
conformity with the law and practice of nations in

con which assembled 1n May, 1844, to no-
minate und:ddatu Egr?rrsldenr. l:pi !\:Lu E'riand.enl.
tobe » ried by the party to which he belon a
dalrgl?:p:i the State of :\yrw_ York offered mﬁol‘
lowing; among other resolutions, which was una-

like ceses ; and our government is cen d, sir, for
not acéepling & proposition of 1fis nature, when
lately tendered by the Britsh Envoy. The Sepator
from Kenwucky [ Mr. Critenden] said the other day,
that he did not know what nght we possessed 10
exalt ourselves above alllaw heretofore recognized
amongst bations, and 1o say 1hat our territorial dis-
putes are to be placed above all arbitration ; and
then, with great emphasis, remarked,  whata
glorious homage would this Republic render to
1ts own beat principlea by accepiing the arbitration
of a tribunul composed of men distinguished only
tor their tlents, knowledge, science, snd morsl
worth.”"  Sir, 1 should be very much opposed to sub-
mit & question of territorial right to any power on
earti, or to any board of civilians, in whatever form
it might be proposed. There are, to my mind, sir,
insaperable objections toit, and it does not seem tn
me to be practicable according to the Ipropositiun ol
the Senator. Leaving out of view all others, there
isone fatal ohjectionto such a proceeding, and that
i#, the parties cannot be compelled to abide by the
award : there is no power by which it can be en-
forced. Instead of seuling the question finally, it
mignt render it more complieated har before ; and
in tne event of a refusal by one party te stand by the
award, war most probubly would eneue, Suppose
the Columbia river, sir, should be declared by the
arbitrator as the line, in couformity with the British
proposition ; can any one believe this government
or country would abide by it? If a monarch is made
the arbitrator, we would have his prejudiceato en-
counter, and incur the risk of his submitting the
question to one ol his Ministers, or Secretaries, or
Chiefs of a Bureau; and 1n either case, we would
have no personal knowledge of some of the parties
by whon the award is to be made. The arbitrators,
whoever they might be,would not be required to be
governed by the right of the case, nor by the strict
law of the case ; nor would they be thus governed.

Other principles — derationa of expediency,

suggestions of policy, and, withal, & desire to give

each claimant something—would naturally influ-

ence them. Sir, this administration could not stand

a single moment before the American people, if, by

its et, by referring a question of this nature to the

decision of a board ot arbitrators, the entire con-
trol of the Pacifie coast, and of the commeres with

Cnina, and the toreign export and import trade of
the western States now opening to them with the
easf, shall b2 lostto them.  No administration could
survive a eurrender of such important prospective
wterests, Arbitration, mir, 18 out of the question
In controversies b-tween individuals eubmitted 1o
arbitration, the wibitrators are known to the partier,
and a power 18 vesied in the courts to enloree obed)-
ence to the award ; but there 18 no tribunal to com-
pel ob=dience between nations. The whole thing
18 surrounded by difficuliies. Besides, sir, there is
really nothing here to arbutrate ubout ; for a propo-
sul to urbutrate, and an accepta ce, presuppose
# right #xie's to a partof the country, which we
deny. Where a right to coterminous territory is
admitted 1o exist, but the boundary unde-
fined, 1t may be proper, in such a case, to re-
ler the matter to mutual H11ends, to establish the line
of boundary. That was the case in regard to onr
north-eastern bouadary ; and it was referred Lo the
King of 1he Neiheriands ; and he, instead of attend-
1ug 1o the terms of the submission, and following
the highlnnds, assumed the valley of St John's
Ruver us the true boundary, which sauafied n=ith

y pted, ws a principle of action and of
union. Here it 12, 8ir:

“ Resolved, Thut our tile to the whole of the
territory of Oregon is clear and ungnestionable ;
that no portion of the same ought Lo be ceded to
England, or any other power ; and that the re-oceu-
patiun of Oregon, and the re-annexation of Texas,
at the earliest practieable period, are great Amen-
can measures, which this conveution recommends
to ihe cordial support of the democracy of the
Union.” !

Now, sir, on these great * American measures,”
then for the first ume adopted as such, we went
beforethe country. The present Executive was the
candidate ot the party that avowed this right and
title to the whole of the ternitory of Oregon. Ore-
gon was the watchword throughout the whole
length and breadth of the land. [t was not con-
fined to the west or south-west, but in the north-
ern, middle, and throughout all the States, it was
the rull mgc'?*. Oregon and Texas were one and
undwvided. The Execative was elected by the aid
of this measure ; aud to what did ha.plecrge him-
self on the eastern portico, belore his assembled
lellow-citizens, in his inaugural address to them and
to the country? Mark his language, sir :

“ Nor will it become 1n & lesa degree m{ duty to

position. 8o in to the
territory, under the firet &
Ghieat. P
ed objeetions, and postponed the execution of a po-
sitive treaty stipalation; but we were firm and 1m-
portunate, and were reiastated in our seion,
And it 18 only neces for us, gir, in this case, to
be firm, calm, and prudent, demandiug nothing but
what 18 ex_m}y right, and manifesting a d on
1o do full justice, and there is no danger ol u con-
froversy. =4, _

But, sir, if weadopt a timid policy ; if we betray
a weak and vacillati ; if we hesitate—we
run the hazard of_bnngmg upon us the very calami-
ty we geek to avoid. Great Britain understandethis
well  She knows our history. knows we are
as firm and unyieldingas any nation can be, with
the right on our sice, and that we have never per.
eisted 1n the assertion or maintenance of wrong. All
we have 1o do, then, in this crims, is, 10 maintain
this firm aad decided position; and my life ou it, she
will not involve her countrypand this in the calumi-
ties of war for Oregon. Bir, Great Britain is_not
prepared for a war with us. never was in a
more precarious condition than she is at this mo-
ment ; not from internal decay, perhaps, sir, but
from the eircumstances of her position, and without
a Iriend in any one of the nations of the earth. She
i8, L0o, at this moment embarking in & bold, and to

her dangerous, experiment—no less, sir, a ra-
dical nh‘u:ge ma pl:llc){ to which she has adhered,
with such pertinacity, since the revolution of 1685,

Her suceess, sir, in this experiment, she must know
and feel, depeads in & very grest degree upon the
maintensnce of amicable relations with this coun-
try. We have been, and now are, her best custo-
mer, and it is not to be presumed ahe would attempt
such a uhuq;. with her best cestomer in arms
against her, at would be fatal, suicidal. q
The controversy will never be prosecuted to e
war by Great Britain, under the circumstances in
which she is placed, uoless we manifest timidi
and indecision; und if it should, sir, I cannot thin
she could do us any very great injury. I have re-
ti-cted a rood deal vpon the subject, and 1 cannot
for my lLifx, sir, ses how she can inflict upon us
aDy permanent injury, while she 18 ex d to that
hazard from us by the very nature of her system.
We might lose some merchant shipa, and a vessel
of war or 8o; but her ewn commerce would be more
crippled than curs. We could carry on.a war of
ten years with less injury to us than to her. Our
condgivon is vastly ditlerent oow {rom what it was
when the war of 1812 was declared. Then our po-
alation was small, our internal commerce nothing
Now we have lacilities of approach from the sea-
board 1uto every part of tie country, near 20,000 000
of people, and an internsl commerce fifteen times s
greal as our toreign, which we could fall back upon,
and verily the fact, that we ean live and flourish
without any foreign commerce. These make our
ition more f ble for a war than that of Great
bumn; besides, so fur as the great staple of her
manufact colton, is concerned, she 12 almost
wholly dependent on us. She caunot procure irom
India and Egypt enough to keep her spindles em-
ployed three months; and unless she draws ner sup-
ply from ns through neutral ports, she must be bro-
iien up. Taking this single consideration into the
|

assert and maintain, by all constitutiona
the right ot the United States to that portion ol our
territory which lies beyond the Rocky Mountains.
Qur ttle te the country of the Oregon 1a *.clear and
unquestionable,’ and already are our peop . prepar-
ing to perfect that title by occupying it wi eir
wives and children.” )

. Such, sir, was his explieit and frank declaration,
in accordance with the public judgment of the
country ; such was his pledge. He had been elect-
ed as friendly to a series of measures, of which the
entirety ol Oregon was one ; and thus it became, in
my opinion, as to him and his administration, an
entirely new question. It never had before, Mr,
Preaident, been an element 1 any political contro-
versy, and his inaugural address I:;reﬁgured to s
constituents what his cqurse would be when ecalled
Lo act upon the question. In hig message delivered
to Congresa a t tow present m-*n. he does not de-
part from the ground he then assumed as to the
right, but in * reference alone to what had been

done by his predecessors, and the implied obligation
which their scts seemed to impose,” and not con-
sidering 1t new qluutlon, he made the propogition
Again, ] eay, sir, | regret the President took that
view ot the subject, und offered a proposition so
well culeulated to embarrass his friends in different
parts of the country, and who had unjted in con-
demning those predecessors in making a similar
offer. Butthe proposition was made and rejected
by Great Britain, withdrawn by our government,
and is no louger binding. The President tells us,
with his conviction thatno compromise which the
United Staiefs ought to aceept can be eflected, * the
pn:!mn_luun of compromise, which had been made
aod rejected, weas, by my direction, subsequently
withdrawn, and our ttle to the whole Oregon terri-
tory asserted, and, as is h!llﬂ\fﬁd; maintained by ir-
refragable facts and arguments.” He then recom-
mends giving the nouce o terminate the eonven-
tion, and says: ** At the end of the year’s nolice,
shoula Congress think 1t proper to make provision
:u;‘fum.g thut potice, we shall have reacned a pe-
riod when tne nattonal nghts 1o Oregon must either
oe abanduned or firmly maintaines. That they

party. But, sir, it is unnecessary to say anything
about arbitration, s the government has, 1n the
most decided manner, rejected the proposition ; and
there is no wish, | am sure, on the part of this coun-
t‘r"'. that it should be aeccepted at any luture time

tulst vegouiating, sir, in 1818, upon this very ques-
tion of Oregon, then called ** the setement on the
Columbia river,” a reference of 1t to the Emperor ot
Russia was in contemplation. The action of our
government then, sir, upon the suggestion, wis not
diflerent Irom the present. Ina deepatch from our
Secretery ol Sute (Mr. Adams), of the date ol
July 28, 1BI8. to our negntistors (Messra. Rush and
Gallatin), 1 find tne following passage, which |
will read for the benefit of the Senate, from the
dih volume of American State Papera, title * r'o-
reign Relations,” p. 377 :

** The expediency usell of submitting questions
of territorial rignta and boundaries, in d
between two nations, to the decision of a tnird, was
unwugual, if not entirely new, and, should the contin-
wenoy oceur, will probably encounter difficulties of
execution not foreseen at the time when the stipu
lation wae made of resorting to it. The aubjects in
controvery are of a nalure loo intricate and com-
plicated, requiring, on the part of the arbitrator, a
patience ol 1nvestigation and research, historieal,
political, legal, geographical, and astronomical, for
which it 18 impossiole o conceive that the sovereign
of a great empire could personally bestow the
time."

This, sir, was American doetrine then, and it 18
correet. Mr Adams was Fight, Questions of this
deseription should not be submitted to a foreign
gow:r. for the reasons given by him, and those 1

ave given—ihat there 1s o power existingto en-
loree thg award, and il one of the parues does not
choose 10 abide bg It, it can only operate to produc:
the conflict which it was the object of the ar!
tion to avoid. Whle speaking ol this subjec:, =1,
I wish to notice the peculiar phraseology of th:
ter of the British minister conveying the pry;
to the rejecuion of which so much exception seen
to have been taken. In his note ol the 10:h Junu-
ary last, to our Secretary of State, after aliuding to
the rejection of his firet proposition, as eontained in
his note of the 27th of December, for a reference of
the question *' of an equitable partition of the ter-
ritory,” and the objections of our Secretary to it,he
says:

* This premised, the object of the undersigned in
addressing to Mr. Buchanan the present ecommuni-
cation, 18 (o nscertain from him whether, supposing
the British goverament to entertain no objection to
such a course, it would suit the views of the United
States government to refer to arbitration, not, as
hus already buen proposed, the question ot an equi-
table partition of the territory, but the question of
title in either of the two powers to the whole terri-
tary, subject of course to the condition, that if nei.
ther should be found, in the opnion ol" the arbitra-
tor, to possess a complete title to the whole terri-
tory, there should, in that case, be assigned to
each that portion of territory which weuld, in the
opinion ol the urbitrating power, be called tor b:
a justappreciation of the reapective claims ol each.
faNow, air, it will belg:reenqd here is no distinet
proposition to refer the question of title at all; he
merely inquires, Supposing Great Britain should en-
tertain mo objection to reter the question of utle to
arbitration, what would the government of the
United States be willing to do? It would have
been proper, in my judgment, to decline a reply to
a proposition presented in a form, as it was not
a defiaite 1o submit the question of title.
Itis a * hahing” quest A hypoth | case is
presented, which vur government might well refuse
to entertain, and made subject to the condition, on
the happeaing of a contingency, of an equitable di-
vision of the territory. Sir, we do not desire a di-
vision ol the territory. | am instructed, and feel
pleasure in acting up to those instructions, to op-
poae by my vote a surrender of any portion of tern-
tory righttully belonging to us through the instru-
mentality of arbitration by crowued heads, or &
board ol civilians, or by negotiation in any form. |
would advise negotiation, sir, us [ have already
said, in regard 1o all other matters growing out of
this question, or with which 1t 1s legitimately con-
I nected ; and should be disposed to be liberal 1
| would grant w the Hudson Bay Company, which
( has so much at stake, certain privileges for u limited
|peniod. [ wouid do nothing that is unjust, uor ad-
| Yi3e it 10 bedone ; and 1n t«king & retrospeet of our
Pist history, sir, [ believe the greatest enemy of re-
pubhican prineiples cannot point his foger to a win-
gle act of patival ujust 1 by ws, It
sy be saud, 1o = gory ol the Amerigan name,
| tiat BOt & wogie wel Cur wholé GAreer cal be
| found, by vur must unscrapuons enemy, caleutated
to Btamp Wjustice Upon our nationsl churaoter. We
have never doue injastice ; we have always sought,
[ 1 our national coudact, in all our diffiuities and
emydarrassimenta, (0 Carry out the gold

cannot be abandoned withoot a sacrifice ol both
national honor and 1nterest ia_too clear 1o admit ol
doubt.” ain he says, “ Oregonis & part of the
North American continent, to which it 18 confident-
ly affirmed the title of the United States is the best
existence.” i g
_To understand, sir, what is mesnt by our national
rights in Oregon, which cannot be abandoned with-
out a sacritice ol both nauonal honor and interest,
we have only to recur to the first above
quoted. We there find that itis to the whole Ore-
xon territory, our title to which is maintained * by
irre ragable facts and arguments.” Under these
full and patriotic declarations, the country can re-
pose, sir, with perlect confidence; entertaining no
apprehensions that their President will swerve from
them in the slightest particular, now that the hone
ut{ obligation 1s lully discharged. : \

The recommendations of the President, sir,
ahould be carried into eff*ct. [ hope they will be
by the unanimous vote of the Senate. T should re-
jolce to see eatire union upon them__In cases of this
kind there should be mo party divisiens; party
should have no existence ; it is not now a party
question. By reference to the vote in the other
tlouse, it will be seen that party linea were not ob-
served, and 1 hope 1t may be so here. :

Lven, eir, if the very objectionable resolutions ol-
fered by the Senator Irom Georgia [Mr. Colquini]
should receive the assent of the Senate, I shoulu
still teel assured, having so much confilence in the
wisdom and firmness of the Executive, that what-
ever compromise he might be compellea, under the
terms of it, 10 offer or aceept, it would not be such
4 one a8 would lnvolve a session of any purt of the
territory, because, sir, he is jully comuntted o the
natlon fo naintain s right to the whole terntory,
und to  reserve unsullied the national honor ; and
hie feels e responsibility of that position,

Mr. President, let us enquire what will be the
state of thingealter the netice is given, and the
twelve months have expired. What w_ﬁl follow,
sir? Il Briush subjects remuin in the territory, they
will, necessarily, become subject to our laws, as
they are now in every other part of the United States
in which they muz happen to be. ‘That, sir, will be
their condition—that will be the effect of the termi-
nation of the convention ; for we would be at once
remitted to our night of possession, which-must ne-
cessarily be exclusive, placing us in the actual sove-
reiguty of the country. That we can maintain that
!:ummn 18 very certain. ‘Lhere need be mo appre-

ension, sir, if notice be given, and the measures
recommended by the President carried out, and
emigration encou , that any act of violence on
the part of Great Britain will take place ; because, in
addition to ocher considerations, we have her un-
qualified admiesion, that we have the right of pos-
seasion, and any act of encronchment on her part
would ’bs entirely unauthorized and unjustifiable,
and which she would not hazard, as it would be an
act of war. She cannot now gainsay that admis-
sion. She cannot abridge it, and while it remains,
she would hu{&u right to marll'mﬂu} gr ucln:;:ﬁ
possession. The question 1 mir,

we maintain this nignt, tortified by the admisaion of
Great Britain herself, and reposisg upon a title so
clear and unquestionable as ours is shown to be, by
toree of principles which she has herself establish-
ed, or shall we abandon it! I cannot think ol it lor
a moment, mr, as it would be a wilful and wicked
abandonment *‘of our own sell-respest and our na-
tional h&mr.“ All we have to do, mr, tl:n lhl:h un%
every other emergency, is, to pursus the path o
duty and honor, lead where it may. After all we
have suid and done, sir, it would, 1n my jodgment,
be highly derogatory to our national character to re-
cede & magle 1nch from the position we have as-
sumed, tortified as it 18 by the clear right of the
case, sanctioned by the common judgmeat ol the
whole country, and taken with deliberation.

But it is said, sir, Great Britain will not recede—
she will not yield her preten:ions, and war may
come ; and this seems to be the opinion of the Se-
nator of Michigan, [Mr. Cass ] I cannot undertuke
to say, Mr. President, what Eugland will do when
the erisis comes; but this I thiak | can say, that her
history 8 .ows that in almost every case tnreatening
a controversy with as, 1n which she has been firml
met and resvlutely o » 8he has uever persi i
To instance no other examples: at the time we ae-
quired Louts did she not owject, snd protest,
and threaten 1 was then at war with France,
and might, by belligerent cupiure, have added that
rich provinee to her erown; but we pursued the even
tenor of our way, Kept our otject steadily in view,
and jn spite ol eneries ut home and abroad, con-
stiminaicd the wet: and what was the result? %o
regard o our prodeediags towards Spain, belore the
Flonda treaty. She charged us with a desire for
territorial uggrandizement; she protested against our
right to tuke possession of that part of it we claimed;

" L] maxim,
nr; yolig' m& oihers as ye would they should do unto

feputation, in Us regard, 18 pure and

yet we pursued the course policy and justice to our-

Ives dictated ,m ;-:ht:n disposal u;‘_me Execu-
tive means adequ _exigency of the case,
and we heard no more of Britsh 1nterierence or op-

: » the prowpect of inevitable ruin to her, keep-
ing her condition in other respects in view, isalarm-
ing indeed. This great ataple contribntes so much
to the support of her population; and ia so important
an element of her commercial and internal prospe-
rity, that it will always operate, whilst we control
its production, 8 bond and security from her that
she will keep the peace. It is most manifestly, sir,
her interest not to go to war, and she will make
great sicrifices to avoid it—every sacrifice short of
vational honor, which, so far as she is concerned,
is not involved in this question. Seeing, as she
does, this ternitory filling up by our owa citizens;
that it is contiguous territory, and the only outlet
westward for the great valley of the Mississippi to
the markets of Asia, and entirely detached from all
her colonies in either hemisphere, and that it can
be 1o her but a barren possession, the sacrifice in
Iding pe bly her prete to any part of 1t,

accompanied by those (riendly arrangements to
which | have aljuded, will bear no comparison to
that we should encounter by an abandonment on
ourpart. 3 ’

And, sir, it will not be England alone which will
be cngugpa in thia war, should one befall us. Tne
people ot Europe have the spirit of revolution and
relorm raging within th*m, only suppressed by the
sirong arm of power. It is the policy of thrones and
dynasties to prevent a war with us, " If a war does
come it will be & war of systems—not for Oregon ;
and in scuh a war, so sure us the red man fadex
away before the advance of civilization, so sure will
those thrones and dynasties fall_before the advance
ol republican principles. No, gir; Europe will not
suffer England to war for Oregon with us.
areat Iree-trade interest alone, now promising to b
in the ascendant in England, will have power suffi-
:1ent to prevent a war, and will prevent it at eyen
sacrifice. ¥

I have not been able to aee, sir, how a nation so
politie as England 15, can hazard a war, in her pre
sent condition, provided the matter is mauagecr by
us, a8 it should be, (we doing nu:hmE calculuted g
wrritate, and maniesting a just and liberal spirit to-
wards her,) with becoming firmness. 1l war doer
Zrow out ol this ﬂurlmn. r. President, it must be
commenced by England—we will not tuke the ini
tiative in that. But, it is said, sir, we muast 8o ma
asge the matter by negotiation, compromise, anc
iequiescence, in the demands of Great Britain, ur
not to force her to this alternative; for it is said, sir
fwar does ensue, we will lose our foreign trade,
ne visited by ull its accumulated horrors and
mities, and that w would be broken down in ou
finances, as the Senator of South Carolina [ Mr. Cal-
noun] eaid & tew days since. If these are proper
consideratione, sir, and to be used as arguments on
such a topie, the duty of muintaining national rights
would be at an end. Such arguments persuade ue
to surrender them up quietly to any arrogant de-
mand or baselesa preteusion, if made by a formids
ble Power, lest, by resisting. we should be subjected
to loss und njury. Sach reasoning, sir, puts a stop
it once, to the ansertion and mauintenance of any
right, no matter how important. Much as I detest
war, 8ir, and would earnestly seek to avoid its con
sequences, could 1t be done honorably; much us )
should deprecate an increase of the paper systen
which might ensue,—1 would greatly prefer them
all, to & surrender, under xisting circumetances, ot
iy portion of the Oregon territory. There is no
thing that can grow out of war that my State would
aot be willing to endure, in preterence o the sur-
render of any part of 1t—nothing, whatever, sir
For, 20 lar as 1re are concerned, the point of honor
1 involved. We have been toid, sir, time and
again, if we do assart our title, and tuke measures
to mamtain it, war will follow; and again and again
are we remioded of the magniude of England’s
power, and of our own unpre pared and delenceles:
condition. 8ir, I have eaid [ did not believe n wa
could do u3 much 1nj ary—certainly not so*much as
it would Eagland. She has no interual commerce
to fall back vpon to sustain her—no internal re-
sonrces—all is scattered over tne face of the earth
With us, it is wholly ditferent. We possess all the
varieties of soil and climate, well adapted to the
most profuse production of all necessary articles of
consumption; & bﬂ«pulmcm_ possessing every kind
and degree uf skill, enterprise, and pursuit; with an
internal commerce epreading over more than three
thousand miles of territory—amounting annualig to
many hucdred millions of dollurs, with the most
perfect incilities by ads and s to sccom-
moda’e it, which would not enly sustain, hut enrich
the whole country, and verify the fact, as I have be-
fore said, that we could live and prosper, independ.
en' of ull foreign nations. We would discover that
our prosperity does not depend on the accidents of
foreign commerce, or on the wnruly politics of
Europe. This commerce between the States, sir, 18
without its restrictions, like that between so many
foreign and distinct natiopns  Compare our situation
in this regard, wirth thofe Euro
but little foreign commeres, and none internal, esti-
mated by ours; they seem to prosper, eir, under bur-
dens and exactions far heavier and grenter, even in
time of peace, than ours could be in war, hitluled
a8 we are now, sir, it we have not the ability to sus-
tain & war, it seems to me that no nation on the face
of the earth ever had or ever wiil have that ability.

As 1o *‘breaking down our finances,” sir, and
the evils of the paper.system, which, it is thought,
will necessarily follow a war, this will be but tem
orary, and can be greatly modified by wise legis-
ation. Tnere ie nothing, sir, in this view of the
subject culeulated to mspire alarm, or make us hes-
itate in delending all our rights We have now,
#ir, in the country about §100,000,000 of specie,
which, 1n the event of war, would remain 1n the
couniry, as there would be no use tor it to_pay bal-
ances abroad, there being no foreign trade.  Thia
would be a basie for safe 1ssues, according to the
modern science ol banking, of three hundred mil-
lione of dollars. Treasury notes, bearing no interest,
and receivable by the government for all dm

g

would be at par for all government

being in demand to pay taxes, would not fluctuate
very mueh in value in the market. Such a system
might be mude to work quite safely, sir, w

war, but should terminate with it, or befo
revived commerce created a b of trare
B by B, Iadveciy, torcagh Whe_ oparstion ol
not pay now, indirectly, t o
our Iatrﬁ laws, more than theg would have to pay
directly by taxation? It they have no taxes lo pay
in the shape of duties, a8 they wmd not in case ot
war, they wounld be better enabled to pay those
which lgould be levied by taxation to it war
waged in defence of national rights and national
hooor. A war with ull the mities attendant
upon it, such as they may be, would not be barren

benefit It w unite our people more closely
than they are now united, would increase theie
energies, and, by calling into exercise the sterner
virtues, lead, in the end, 10 a vast increase of our
power. We are becomiog, ir, oot eff-minate, lux.
urious, and extravagaat; all these tendencies would
be A WAr;

R e o e e
. ugly vanomous
Wears yet & precious Jewal in 1ts hesd."

n States having | of
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of thisvery | And s n recovery from the il effects of u
¢ M:nrp ol | war, m on the ] half the
or theee years she raized diMoulides, coln- Tecuparative caatizy that onia rascs  This our

history proves. Who believes, sir. the {late
war was of any injuryto os? ° many fell—
trough mueh bluod was spilt—our foreign com.

merce broken up, and all industrial pursitis erip
p'ed and deranged, and not one object sttained for
which the war was de lared and waged st so much
expense of blood and treasure, who can dount that
it was of immense service to us, weighing sll these
against that one item which it gained for us—the
respect of all ather powers, and the high exaltation
of our national character? And we recovered
from iis effects in @ few years, and with re

life and vigor have since our glorious and

career.
The Benator from Delaware, sir, [Mr. J.'M.
Clayton,] took ion, in his remarks upon these
resolutions, 1o contrast our naval force with that of
(reat Bnitain, and read to the Senate  prepared
siatement of her military and commercial marine.
But the Senator did not ‘seem 1o reco that the
number of vessels of war possessed b¥ a natinn is
no critzrion by which to esumate its power. Eng-
land bas many shipe of war, sir—she has the ww!-
en walls, but has she the minew and musele with
which to man them? Can she get the men? I
recollect reading last summer, sir, in e Britisl

magazine, an article upon the defences of Grea

Br.n?nin.nd. among other things, the coadition nlt'
her navy, both jas to the riel and personmel, in
which it was steted that Captain , one of

Lushington

the most popuiar officers in her mavy, had great
difficuity, and had been unable up l.:’l]ul time, to
ship acrew for the steamer “Retnbution.” x
sir, with this fact in view, | would ask that Senator,
how it1s 1n the power of Great Britain, to man one
half of the vessels on that formidable list he presen-
ted to the Senate, even by resorting—as she oertain--
ly would resort—to the press-gang! She cannot
man them, sir. The Senutor showed, sir, by his
statement, that in proporfion to our gommerce, as
compared with that of Kogland and some of the
minor Powers of Evrope, we had lewer guns torits
proiection than any ot them; but the Senutor did
not seem to consider the capscity of this pation to
arm itself on an emergency, ng he left the infer-
ence very fair that he believed ours was the wenk-
est naval power on the globe. [ think, sir, a liude
consideration of, and examination into, elements of
naval power will eerve to satiefy every Senator tha

we have Lheupmz} to put afloat, in & very sh.rt
time, a more powerful navy than Great Britain ever
posaeased. It cannot be denied, sir, that we are ca-
pable of constructing vessels with more rapidity,
and with better equipment and sailing qualities,
than any other nation; and if war comes, instead of
finding us unprepared in this arm of annoyance and
defence, we should be found m a few mentha, the
best prepared nation ;in the world. It is true, sir,
of national vessels, we have but ‘seventy-siz, ali
told, but we have a commercial marine unsurpassed
by any. All jour et ships, sailing from the
mnl ol New York and Phlma_l are T,

rcmﬁ(_ud. stuuncher, b:luer : rl,al:;i e
of carrying more guns and sustainin ir recoi
and .r::x;ﬂgg an enemy’s broadude, llfln our monh
class frigates were 1n the last war, or could soen be
made so by additional bulwarks, the work of & few
weeks. These, with our whale ships armed and
fitted, to say nothing of our steamboats with arma-
ments on board, will enable us to put afloat a more
efficient navy than Great Britain ever possessed;
and for shipping crews, patriotiam would supply the
place of the rmm ) ¥l

If you will look, sir, at the list of the Britisk
navy, you will find that many ships named n it are
not seaworthy, and cannot be made so; many of
them are old ships, ships engeged in the battles of
Tratalgar and the Nile; they are now old hulks,
unfit for servica. 4

Mr. J. M. Craxyron desired to correet;the honor-
able Senator in one or two particulars. He did not
say that we were the jweakeat nation, nor had he
endeavored Lo place the strength of Great Britain
in a striking light before the Senate. He had mere--
ly stated the relative naval power of this country
and England, in reply to the remarks of the Senator
from Ohio, [Mr. AIleu{ He had said nothing to
disparage our own naval force, but he had
it proper to correct some statements of the gentle-
man from Ohio in regard to the naval power of
Englend. And he had done so from facta thenin
his poasession. Since he had made that statement,
he had seen = still later authority, disclosing more
particular information as to the naval power of
Grreat Britain than he had been in possession of at
the time he had the honor te address the Senate.
He stated at that time that England had 671 shi
carrylog an armament of 16,272 guns. By the
latest official documents received by the last
steamer, I perceive, so much has she increased her
naval power within the last quarter, that she has
now 17,772 {guns in her ‘nuva. This isa great in-
crease, nndﬁluil has been etlected in the last quar-
ter of the lust year. The number of her war
steamers, according to the acconnt we were in pos-
seesion of when he last addressed the Senate, was
93 He pereerved by the documents lately received
that there were now 121. He had alae stated that
lier military marine amounted to 40,000, and he did
qg too, in_reterence to the commerciul marine, to
which the Senator from lilinoia had now allu.d’ed.
that ours was ubout equal, or perhapa a little inferior
to that ol England. But the recent information
showed that that estimate was somewhaterroneous.
or at least that their cornmercial manne had in-
ureased since the former statement.

The tnn::f:, foreign and coastwise, of the
United Ki gdom of Great Britain, at the close of
he year 1838, was 2,420,750 tons. The samn state-
nent is made b Mecul’lu.-ch, title “British Empire”
wnd by Baron Charles Dupin, 1n his * Paralle des

frois Principales Marines de I’ Univers.”

A rare work, very recenily published, and re-
reived within a few days g_un at the Treasury
(McGregor’s Commercial Tanffs, &c.,) referred
10 und relied upon in the Secretary’s report this
fay, brings down the information on the subject as
inte as the 813t December, 1844, at which time it
sppears that the _whola' tonnage, foreiga and coast-
wiee, of the United Kingdom, was 2 994,168 tons;
which added tothat of Guernsey, Jersey, and Man,
(50,226 tons,) makes the whole tonnage ol all, by

he lutest returns received within the last week at
the Treasury, 3 014 392 tons.

The Secretary’s r-port states the tonnage of the
United States, on the 30th June, 1815, at 2 416,999
tons. This was the amount siated by Mr. C. in his
speech of the 12 h ultimo, on the Oregon question.

¢ then estimated the tonnage of the United King-
dom, &c., at 2,420,769 tons, which was according
to the latest returas to be relied on at the time.

By tbe latest “List of the British Navy” it
Appears that there has been a very extraordinary
in¢rease of the naval power of Eugland within the
last quarier of the year 1815. He (Mr. C.) stated
in_the debate on the 12th ulu from the best
information to be then had, the whole number of
guns in the British navy at 16,242. That state-
ment was founded on the then latest returus of the
British navy. Thae official list received by the last
steamer now shows the number of guns to be
17,772, exclusive of the armament of the saling
packets. It is certain that the British navy has
greatly increased of late. Mr. C. stated, on the
same occasion, the number of English war steam.
ers, by the only official list then to be consulied
on this side of the water, at 95. The late ntelli-
gence shows that this number bas been increased,
within the last quarter to 121, Mr. C. observed,
in his speech of the 12th ulumo, in reply to Mr.
Allen, that he had carefully avoided overrating
the British power. His estimates were mnn:z |
predicated on the very best information to be
at the time he spoke, and he had rather underrated

the British and tly overrated our own naval

power. He atated the number of guns in our navy
at 2, the number is, I now learn, precisely
2329. The important result of this interesting in-

quiry into the relative naval and commercial power
© two countries is almost ﬁm}y the same
as stated by Mr. C. Great tain w by
the Secretary’s report, to have sbout guns for
every lm.m? tons of commemd; we have only ﬁ
while France has 1,046; Hollan Sweden an

Norway 394; Turkey 1,228; Denm 708; Portu-
g, ?ﬁ; Anustria, 521; and Russia far more than
any ot.er nation, in to the amount of her
commerce (o be ¢ ‘We are behind :u.@m
civilized nations in this respecz. 'We have jess pro-
tection for thamullmm of nuq‘t::md wealth
then any other people, we muat our na

A otable peacs !..R'

Pﬂhnweb?‘nm?:am o g
we are to measure e
.'.'.'}.'5'33’ ':rhiah regulates the other naviugnha

woild.

Mr. Baxzse.—The Senator’s statement confirma
what I said, nir; for it doen represent liis own coun-
try as the weakest naval power on earth : it shows
that even the minor E_wu of Europe have more
guas in on to their commerce than we have.
And it confirms another statement I made, sir: that
Great Britain cannot man her guos, has, sir,
it seems, by the ¥enator's showing, 17,722 guns in

her navy ; and as ten men are required to
she -h" have 177,220 men ; w Mt‘gn;:
she haa but 40,000,

Bat, sir, this inequality is not the point. The

?muon 18 as to the capaeity of this nation to arm
or a contest ; and in taia particular, that of Great
Britain, vast as it may be, is still inferior to ours.
Sne does not possess the elements of preparation
and combination we do, and in these respects we
are the strongest naval power on the globe. Look
at one |act, mr, in proof of what individual enter-
prise ean d , in building steam-vessels. In 1834,
when the whole steambonat wnnage of the Briush
empire did not exceed 82,000 tons, that in the Mis-
sissinpi valley alone amounted, two years ago, to
123,000 tone, or one-third more than that of the
whole British empire. Cnm;ﬁln the eapacity of
Great Britain with that of the Uaited States to pre-
pare a military marine. Sir, there ia no compari-
son. We have forests, which she does not possess
—we have all y the personmel, and the
skill. Qur skill 1n naval construction 1s ualled

wuch shi It #
T T T

means. Our
state of naval
hers.
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tion of steam-vessels in , awifiness, and oa
pability. w_ahnmmmmtnm
wevan milesin the hour—a speed m-muwtal ned
by any sieamers, and never w y
n!urr mudels are adopted.  Ta ever particular—! have
not tue ability now to go inte the detsila—in every
particular, we have immense edvantages over her,
in the possession of the vlements of defence and as-
sault, which can soon be worked up into tive
eapacily, sir, toput the country in s
efence is decidedly greater than

But, sir, as signs of approaching war, the great
military and n:;!u? preparations in which Great
Britain is engaged, and of which we have heard
s much, are referred to; and to what do they all
amount? I have said, sir, I did not believe Great

Britain w go to war for Oregon, and I consider
these preparations no indication of such a purpose.
She makes

riodicaily a survey of her marine,
examines ll%el‘ﬂirl her dock-yards, cnts down
large veseels intn raxees ; smd 1t in & part of her sys-
tem. She has been, is now, buaily engngsd
in fortifying the more exposed points of her Coast,
tut the reason of thnt was well known. All this
activity, to which the attention of Senators and the
s Ml amra 1 seaaes Imonetatt
regon question apsll i *ot im
md'mu?ming aspect ; at least before it had become
such a prominent question between the two governs
ments, as 1t now 1a. Brfore the Pregident’s
gural was delivered, sir, the British Premier, on
the 14th of February, 1845, in presenting the annual
estimate of :I:;pem, de%hm !:: hllk 2 yote
10 increass the navy; an ason he assigned
was, that Great B'r%ni_l had then three addinonal
naval stations to maintain: one on the
Africn, one in Chine, and one in the Pacific;
:‘m - m "'md" - d fi b and
oree thousan and for
ardinance an additional sum of £1.000 800 He also
L an ineresse of the steam navy, and, as he
eclared, not for any of a war of aggression,
but in consequence of the extension of their com-
merce in all parts. He said, ** We do not prapose
this increase from any apprehension of wer, [hear,
helr.,! or with any view whatever, to aggression.
[ cries of hear ] .
Al this was before Oregon had become a promi-~
o ut topic, and may be_traced to the pampalet “ On
ne Sute of the Naval Force of France,” put forth in
M.cdv ﬂneedi_u. by the Admiral Prince de Joinville,
and the publication of Thiers, going to show that &
descent by Napoleon upon the English coast was
seriously centemplated irom Boulogne, and would
have been carried into eflect but for accidental
causes. Thi:ramphlag pointed out the weakness of
the defences of the British const opposite France,
and insisted, im case of & war, an army from France
might easily make a sudden descent upon England,

§

and this through the agency of steam. Steam, sir,
has placed thoese t powers on more equal ground.
Brest, capable of ounummlhﬂl‘{ war steamers of
the first clasz, is only one red miles—n .cw

hours run—from the coast of Cornwall. Dieppe,
Boulogne, Caleis, and Dunkirk, thoughgmaller ports
are from gixty to iwenty-foor miles only from the
thores of Suseex, Kent, and Essex. With that im-
mense control of men which France possesses, and
with war steamers, what is to preveat her from re-
paying the visit England made to her capital thirty
eara ago, or of ravaviog her coasts, unless adequate
{nﬂiﬁnanum. either fixed or floating, and n sufficient
military foree, be raised to prevent & landing ? The
Duke of Wellington, himsell, in his evidence hefore
the Committee on Shipwrecks, ruised by the House
of Commouns, says: ™ In the event of a war, [
consider that the want of protection and of refuge
which now exist, would leave the coast of E
opposite tothose of Franee 1na very ious sitn-
ation.” These forts, now erecting, might protect the
points where they shall be built; but they do not insure
the safety ol Eogland, because the power, certainry,
and celenty of steam, enablea Franoe to choose
owa point of debarkation and attack. Wind s
tide are not to be waited on. Steam has revolution-
ized the science val warfare, rendering eompa-
ratively ineffective thesimmense sail-navy of Eng-
land for defeace ; at the same time increasing the
effectivencss of a small steam-navy at least fourfold
—it uniits, sir, the tactics and sirategy of past 'imes
for the present, and makes France, by her proximity,
a most dangerous neighbor. When itis considered,
sir, that she has, in addituon to her foree of 80,000
men in_Algiers, a standing army, well disciplined
and equipped, ot 850,000, with magazines and arse-
nals filled to repletion, and all munitions of war on
hand, beaidea nearly a milhon of militia, and & well-
dnlled national guard in all ker provinetal cities and
towna, it 18 very easy to believe, in the present siate
of improvement in the means of lnrﬂ.re and ap-
oach, Great Britain would be alarmed; hence,

r past and present activity. Her i position,
sir, 18 no longer her sure protection, Her popular
national air—

‘! Britaonia needs no bulwarks,

No towers slong the steep ;

Her march i o’er the mountain wave,

Her home is on the deep,” B
i'.b:lo" no longer true, sir. She does need thoww
* bulwal
‘‘towers along the steep;” and they all had refer-
*nce—not to us, sir, but to her dangerous nei
and hereditary foe. She has to opposs to this tre-
mendous power of France, a standing army of 130,
{00 men ; 80 000 of whom are scattered abroad over
the world—22,000 ere in Ireland, to keep down the
commotions of a people waiting their** opportunity,”™
when England’s “ necessity” shall have arrived;
ind tne remainder, most of them raw recruits, are
scattered over England and Scotland. Well might
she be alarmed, wir, at the t hefore her.

The Senator from Delaware, sir, [Mr. J. M Crar-
rox.] when exhibiting 10 the Senate the immense
taval power of Great Britin, forgot te say, or at

he did notsay, that much of it had to be spread

for the protection of her eolonies, over the ﬂuh:
and, without leaving these ml::'iu and ex-
posed to the attack of a hostile o lh'xuu
the most inviting points of attack—she could not
concentrate a fleet _our coast that give ua
te slightest alarm. "With the aid ol our vast and
unexcelled commercial marine, such al ships
and steamera as we could soon “instesd of
being blockaded, as we have been we eould
blockade our enemy—1I have no sort about

it. So far as naval nwmn‘ag in and 10
be tested, let the en this nation and this
people be roused—and all doubts on that subj-ct
would soon be put to flight. It 1s not our policy
to keep up, in time ot pesce, and no war-cloud:
impending, & cumbrous an mauiﬂ naval
force—i1t will not, I trust, ever be our policy. Iam,
&ir, among the warme:t and best iriends to the navy;
and because | am 8o, I shall expoese its increase, in.
time of peace, to any great extent, lest that should,
break it down. Itis suflicient for us, sir, that v,
have the capacity, whenever an emergency 7 hal|
ariee, to make it more formidable thun thay of any
other power on the fuce of the globe, let the,i arrive
to-day, of atany time. | am confident, ¥'ir, should
the emergency occur to-morrow, the tnergy, the
ity, the means and capacity of the covalry to
our-

meet it, would be so displayed as to astonish

selves. Should a war come, sir, in the
of our right, I believe lﬁ_rm’n wnﬂ i
unite in carrying it on with vigor. There w
not be, as ia the Jast war, “a peace party,” aiding
the anet::. reventing capatalists {rom loaning mo-
oey to | vernment (o carry it and 1eing
over our defeats. Thers would c::' no ;?:num
traitors. 'Weshould all be Americans in deed ; and
heart and hand, in cordial union, rally as one man
around oor country’s standard. A war, sir, will not
proceed from us, It must come from the other quar-
ter ; and if it does come, it will be a war of aggres-
sion, unsustained by the sense of justice, or the sym-
thies of other rations. We never will, we L
afl aggressive power ; but when an :.::lt
is mede upon us, sir, the whole land will rise as the
m"n?.:r ﬁed.hmd with "‘g'“]'_ l::d united
, overwhelm the nggressor. Sir, ve doae.
Reanen—thank God. 3
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