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THE ANNUAL REPORT -
OF THE

SERCRETALY OF THENAVY.

Navy Devanrmest, Dan, 4. 1848,

Rin;—! huve the honor to pubmit to you, the annual
report of the condition and operations of this depart-
ment of the public rervice.

Duriog the past year the 8t Lawrence, s frigate of
the first olars, and the Vermoat, a ship of the linse,
bave beon Inunched. The shoras, s well as the lower
simbers of the frigate, were found, on examination, to
be 8o decayed by the long time she had bsenon the
stooks, that her security wonld have required repalrs
at ulurge cost, and it was deemed economical to lsiach
ber, She lias been put in eommisslon, end ia & splen-
didt sddition to the Navy., The old dkip house, in the
Boston yard, which coversd the Vermont, siood sn
mear thp bounung 1ne of the public gronnds, that
1he experienced officers in ehargs of the burean of enn-

command of the East India squadron, snd the frigate
was expsoted to pursus her voyage home. For rea.
sonA Futisfactory to the department, Commodore Jones,
on joluing the Pasific squadron, determined to retain
the frigate until the panding question of peace should
be definitely settled between the [nitad States amnd
Mexico, and ordered thes aloop Preble to convey Com-
modore (Gelssenger to hin station.

The delay consequent en this arrangement rendar-
ed it just and proper that the Cengresa should return
home by the most direct route, as the term of her orew’s
enlistment had generally expired, or would exaire be-
fore her arrival in the ['nited States, and juitica and
poliey forbid that they should ba held to service be-
:aml their sontrast without urgent necessity.
® In the present political eondition of the north of
Furope, and im view of the existencs of war botwean
Pruskin and Denmark, it was deemed important that
o ship of war should be sent to the North Seannd the
Baltic to give protection to Ameriean commarainl in.
terests in lhnt quarter. The frigate St. Lawrencs,
Captain Paulding, ssiled from Norfolk in the month of
September last, with instruetion to touch at Bromar-

struction, aud in commsnd of the yard, 1in
pini olally joated that the ship and
ths valuable publie property in the yard. wers exposed
to danger of deatruction by fire from the contigaous
rivate buildiogs, 1 wassatisfied that if the shiphouse
Ld taken fire the ship could pot have besn saved.
The admirable stone docks near it would haye beean de-
wtroyed, snd publie property of the wvalue of several
millions of dollars would probably have shared the
rame fate, and | therefore dirested that the ship should
be lnupehied snd evenred from injury, uatll the wants
of the servica would requice her to ha fitted for sea
This has been done, nnd the shin hoore has been taken
down and the materinls used for other purposss.

The copstrostion of the fonr steamships of war an.
thorized by the act of Congeesa of 3d of March, 1847,
is in & satistmotory state of progress, The Sarsanc,
butlt at the navy yard st Kittery, has been lnanohed
The Powhattan, at Norfolk, the Susguehanoah, at Phi-
ladelphia, the San Jooimto at Naw York, may ba
lsuncued and ready for sea in the conrse of the naxt
year., In the models and comatruction of thewe war
steamere, and in the manufacture of their engines and
machinery, great esre has been taken in the skilful
execution of the work, and in & careful Inspectiou by
competent cfficers to make them worthy of 'l.ga sarvyios,
and [ doubt not they will fully meet the expectation’
of the eountry. 'The sppropriations by Conzreas for
ro important an addition to eur naval foros, have been
liberal, and the officers, mechanigs, and eonstructors,
have exerted themselves to prove that we can be as
ruccessful in the eonstruction of stenmships of war,
as wo huve been in the sailing of the navy.

There are unfinished en the stocks, st the saveral
navy yards, four ships of the rate of 74 guos, and two
frigates of forty-four guns. Thay are sacurely shelter-
ed, and it has not been oconsidered judicions or con-
pistent with the interest of the service to launch tham.
They are 80 near completion that thay can be realily
lannched and fitted for sea service on the shortest no-
tice, If public exigencies shall require, The vesssls in
eommission during the past year have been enployed
a8 follows :—

In the Paeific, the ships-of the-line Ohio and Colum-
bus, razee Independence, frigate Congress, sloops Porta-
mouth, Warren, Cyane, Dale and Prebls, with the
gtore shipa Erie, Lexington and Southampton, The
Columbus, Capt. Wyman, besring the broad penoant
of Commodors Biddie, arrived in the United States on
the 18th March last, and was placed in ordinary. The
frigate Congress, Capt. Lavalette, haviog been {n com-
mission mors than three years, has been ordered homs,
and may be expected to arrive in the coming spring.
*The Purt h, C ler Montg: y, arrived in
the United States on the Hth May last. and was soon
qﬂnn&diﬁu sea, The Cyane, Commander Dupont,
arrived at Norfolk the 9th Ootober last, and has bLsen

aced in ordimary. In the month of May last, the

eble, Commander Glynm, sslled from the West
Cosst, with orders to take to China Commodnrs Gals-
senger, Commander of the Fast Indis squadron, and
after haviog performed this service, to return to her
station. The sloop 8t. Mary, Commander Crownin-
shislds, on the 11th April last, salled from Norfolk to
Join the Pacifie squadron,

With a view to the rezular supply of the squadron in
the Pacifio, and to farnish meansa for transportation
of invalids or men whose time of enlistment may have
expired, and who de-ire to come home, orders wers
given rorme months singe that one of the three store
ehipe attached to that squadron shall sail, on her re-
turn to the United States, temi-annually. Under this
arrangement, oue will be with the squadron, one on
ber way home, and one will be going ont witn fresh

1]
'l'l:. Erie has come home, and under L!mhulﬂ.-

haven. and to enter the Baltie, if the advanced atate
ofthe seasom did mot forbid his doing so  If soch
should be the eade, he wns instructed to oruise darlog
the winter betweon Cape Finisterre and Cadis, tongh-

iog at Lisboo, aud in the apr!n?tn retarn to the north .

snd exeoute his orders. Captain Paulding, on his sr-
rival at Bremerhaven, found that the war way sospend-
ed by an armistice, and that the winter was so near
at hand as to make it imprudent for him to take his
ship Inte the Baltie, 1 am happy to learn that the
arrival of the abip has been hailed with universal satis-
faction. The higheat honors and most gratifyiog de-
monstrations of respect have been shown to our fug,
and the oMcers recvived with the most lattering dis-
tinotion and fraternal aflection. The evidence thus
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ty which would have befallen us, if the tempting off+re
of the enemy had heen acoepted, and privatesrs had
taken their letters of marque ro freely tendered. and
raviched our commerce in every sea, opposed only by
the inadequate defences of & merochant vessel, and un-
renlrnlnni by the navy?

In time of peace economy requires, and the public |

interest do not forbid. that the naval establishment
should be comparatively small  Considering our ma-
ritime position. the great length and asoessibility of
our coast. and our commercisl importance, our nuvy
is smaller thon that of any other power. (n this re
gard, as in the general practieal working of our ays-
tem of protestion, we may safely rely on moral in-
fluence, In the extenaive eruising grounds of our

usdrons we need employ in time of peace but fow
ships of war. 1t would not be practizabis to have one
in every . 1t Is enough that it is known that our
Nlag is afloat, and that an American ship of war is rea-
dy te proteet American citizens, and eur countrymen
follow their lawful and peaceful pursuits on the broad
ooean, without molestation, although there may not
be & ship of war within a thousand miles It should,
however, ba enough to serve asa nocleus. onpa-
ble of any de
contingenay it may be eailed to put forth,
the most important requisites ln & permanent naval
.eyatem for the United States, is ita capability of
‘large expsnsion.

The establishement of docks and yards for building
and repair of ships, the collection and preparation of
materinle, the construstion of ships of war rewdy for
Isunching, and the purohase of cannon and munitioas
of warin quantities suitable for emergensies, are mea-
sures of wise precaution, Hut in the vaat mercnntile
and meohanical business of onr eountry. thesa sup.
pilen, to a certain extent, perhaps to an extent suffi.
oient for the exigenoy, may be prooured, when the po-

afforded of the friendly feellng and admiration with
which Germany regards the United Stites, loavens no
reason to doubt that this noble ship eouid not bave
been eenton more important dervice,

The condition in which our ahips have returned from
long eruises, and their wervioes abroad have afforded
gutifymg evidenow of the high state of diseipline in
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The {l“ﬂﬂl' cendition of Sicily, Sardinis and other
“tates ering on the Mediterranean Ses, has given
peeulinr interest, to the operations of tha syuadron on
that station. Commodore Read has parformed his re-
sponsible snd often delicate duties with zeal, judg-
ment, and activity; and on no occasion have our eoun-
trymen recelved more timely and effactive protection
of their persons and praperty tham in the violent re-
volutionary confliets which, durlog the let year, have
frequently ocourred within the limits of his command.

ho reports are sutiefustory from the coast of Afrion,
Bruzil, and the East Indiea.

At the date of mév laat anoual report. the United
Statea were engaged in war with Mexioo.

Im the Gulf of Mexleo the squadron, under eommand
of Com. Perry, continued, until the return of peace,
to hold military posseasion of the ssveral ports then in
its oecupation, uummnd.inf the trade. collecting a
moderate revenue and administering the temporary
civil government authorized by the laws of the nation,
Yueatan, one of the States of Mexico, had been per-
mitted by the government of the United States to
occcupy a neutral position, And was thereby exempted
from the evils of the war. While thus ritusted. hos-
tilities commenced between the Indians and the white
inhabitants of that State. It was a war of races, at-
tended by the most shocking atrocities, Under your
orders the squadron, with & humanity and success
which did honor to our national charsoter, extended
gratenﬂou. food and shelter to the Heeing white in-

abitants in thelr des'itution and despair, and those
thus aided were & portion of the pesple of a ecuntry
with which we were at war. In that report | felt an-
thorized to state that the squadron in the Pacide had
u{nured Mazatlan, San Bisa and Acspuleo, and was
holding them open to the trade of our countrymen
and of meutrals, under the samc conditions as were
other Mexican ports in the military osonpation of the
United Stat The pond which is annexed
will thow that, with the exception of Asapuleo, the
faots justified the belief expressed. All the important
pointa on both sheres of the Gulf of Californis were
gallantly captured by the rquad in co-operati
with detachments of the army under Lieut, Colonel
Burton, and cceupled notil the return of peace. Com-
mander Shubrick found his force too amall to attempt
the reduction of Acapulco, without so weakening the
garrisons of the important places held im the Gualf as
to endanger their pture, and wissly determined
not to make any movement against it. In the month
of March, the commandera ol the naval forees in the
Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific were confidently in.
fi d of the disposition made by the Benste of the

| Commanding MeBlair, has sniled to the Med

by the Cape de Verds, with atores for the African and
Mediterranean squadrons, and the Fredonis, Lieuten-
ant-Commandiog Neville, has salled from New York
for the Pacific.

When Commodore Biddle left the station, he was
a0 ded in the d of his l?uadnn by Commo-
dere Shubrick, and he was relloved at his own requent
by Commodore ‘T'homas Ap Catesby Jones, who as-
sumed command in the month of May last, Com-
modore Shubrick was anthorized by the Department
| %4 detach himself from the squadron, and return home
| as1088 the [sthmus ; but he desmed it to be his daty to
| remain on board the hldl?.lld!llcn, and is mow ona
! eruiee to the Sandwioh, Feejes, and other islands in
the Pasifio, where the presence of a ship.of-war was

. sonsidered of great importance to the iaterest of

Almerican commerce, The Independence may be ex-
prected to reach the United States early in the apring
of the next year,

‘I'be home rquadron continued under the command
of Cemmodore Perry until the 20th Nov, laal, when
the De nt, in view of his impaired health, yielded
1o his request to be relieved of the command, the daties
of which had been very arduous and satisfuctorily per-
Jormed. Com. Wilkinsan, on that duy, assumed the
command. During the past year the squadron con-
sisted of the frigate Cumberland; sloops Albany,
John Adsms, Georgetown snd Saratogn; of the
steamers Missisgippi, Spitfire, Vixen. Seorpion, Wa-
ter-witeh, Scourge. Iris. Petrita ; of the schooners
gmm, Petrel, Bomito, Flirt, Mah Faloon and

I'asupico ; and of the bomb-vessels Atns, Stromboli,
Vesuvius and Hecla, with the store-ships Relief and

tra.

The frigate Cumberland, bearing the pennant of
Commodore Perry. arrived in New York in July lest,
with a considerable number of cases of fever on beard,
and, Anding that it did not abate, but assumed & more
malignsnt y it was desmed umsafe to send her
ngsin into the tropics, until she conld be thoroughly
bioken out in m cold climate, She has been put in
ordinary. The frigete Raritan, Capt, Page, has taken
her ptace in the squadron. The John Adsms, Com-
mander Adams, arrived nt Boston in Seplember last.
and is undergoing i The Mississippi,
Commander Msokenuis, returned to the United States
in April, and s undergolng repairs of her hull and
machinery. The Vixen is siso undergoing repairs.—
The Petrits was wrecked in the Gulf of Mexiso. The
Water-witeh and the Iris are st ses. The store ship
Rellef has sailed with stores for Beasil, and the Fre-
donia to the Pacifio. The other steamsrs and vessels
enumerated have besn sold, and the proceeds paidinto

Treasury. They were suuhm for speoial ser-
wice in the Gulf of Mexico during the war, snd were
mot suitable to general naval purposes,

in the squadron on the cosst of Afrien, commanded
by Uommodore Bollon, the sioops Jumestown. Com-

ler M ; For th, C der Armitrong;
Deeatur, Commander Burne; and brigs Boxer, Lieut.-
Commanding Bell; Porpoise, Communder Gordon, and
Bainbridge, U der 8l ghter, bave beem em-
ployed. Commodore Coovper sslied in the sloop York-
town., Commatder Mursten, on the 224 Nevember,
with orders to relleve Commodore Bolton, in command
of the pqnadron. The Boxer arrived in Philadelphis,
in May isst, nud being condemned, on survey, as un-
worthy of repair, was sold. Commodors Bolton has
om:h:n the arrival of his relief, to procesd in the
Jame u, add relieve U dore Read, in |
of the naval forces of the U nited States, in the Medi-
termmuean Sea

There have been employed, during the year, in the
Mediterranean, under Lommodore Heed, the frigate
United States, Captain Smoot; sloop Marion, Com-
mander Simone; sienmer Prinoston, Commander Fn-
¥‘al; sehoomter T'nney, Lieutenant-Commanding C. (.

unter, with the stors ship Supply, Lisutenant-Com-
manding J. Lyseb. The Marion haviag finished her
erufie, srrived at Boston im the month of September;
the miesmer Alleghany, Lisutenant-Commending W.
W. Hunter, has been ordered from the Brasil station
to the Mediterranean; sod the fr Constitution,

3 n Gwynn, has salled for the same station. On
the arrival ¢f bis relief, Commodore Heed, having
finishud a long eruise on the cosst of Afries and in the
Mediterranean, bas oriders to return bome in the
frigate United States, In consequence of our being
eompailed to discontinue the depot st Msbon, It be-
comes DeocessATy to aupply the squadron with stores,
by menos of store-ships, T'he store-ship Supply. Lisut,
Commwanding Lyneh, was pent out with a full oargo of
steres, in the month of November, 1847, Having des
livered them to the several ships of the squadron. from
tinie o time, a8 they were required, she is on her return
bome; sud the Erie has been loading sod sent out to
oontinue the servios, Commodore Kead has mads a
semporary arrangement for landing stores, for the
undton at Speznin  There are somes objections to
:&l pince as s depot, on of its position, and
in the present very disturbed conditon of Farope, it
is unesrtain whi ther the arcangement will be porma-
mently continued, Fodld

United States of the treaty of peace, and were in-
structed to metin conformity with ita stipulations as
soon a# they should be informed by the United States
Cmna!l;i?::.l: ofdltl; ug&;;ll"ﬂon by Mexioo In tl‘
amande an us & AN UDROCHMEATY
Jrritating delay. The exchange qw&
made kmown o them. and, ng for further
instructions, measures were taken by Commodore
Jones in the Pacifie, and by Commodore Perry in the
Gulf of Mexlco, fur the evacsuatisn of the Mexican
territory, and the restoration acooxrding to the termas
of the treaty, of all places within the limits of the
Meaioan Republic, which had been taken and cocupied
by the naval forees of the United States These mea-
rures were promptly exeouted, and it is a sourcv of the
highest satisfaction to have it in my pnwer tn atate
that no complaint of the manner in which the daty
wan performed, has reached the Department.

Thbe skill and courage with which the offioses and
men of the rquadron condacted their military opera-
tiona, are not entitled to higher praise than is the scra-
pulous regard to Justice snd humanity whieh charae-
tericed their conduct while sesupylng portions of the

| enemy’s country, controlling their revenues,and go-

verning their inlabitants, Tha delieate duties result.
ing from these positions, have been performed without
a stain on our national character, and without an act
of vxtortion, erueity or oppression.

| have the honor to tranamit copies of the oMaial re-

orts of our naval officers on the subject of the opera-
ions of their respective commands, and espesially of
military operations, during the war They present
more in detail than | aould with propriety use, in my
offiainl reports, incidents which belong to the histery
of the country.

In this final report of naval operations ln the war
with Mexico, now happily woded, | deem it tc Ls my
duty to make & brief sllusion to the participation of
the navy in scemes and achievements which have
reflected honor and glory on the American nwme. and
commanded the respect of the world for onr flag.

The enemy had no navy, and an inconsiderable com-
mercial marine; our ships of war had, therefors, no-
thing to contend with on their appropriate slement —
Im the Pacifie, our squadron, with means not fitted for
inland operations. acting independsntly, and, in eo-
operation with a small portion of our gallant army, ef-
fected the conquest ¢f California In uz:l,l-f the
deficiency of this means, and in preparing and axe.
cuting an inland campaign, with the crews of his ships,
Commodore Stockton displayed the highest military
rerource, and the greatest energy. Since his memors-
ble march from St. Yago, Ciudad de loa Aogelos, and
the battles of the 8th and tith of January, 1847, that
country has been trangull, our possession undisputed,
and its inhabitanta have hailed the oession of Califor-
nis to the United States with gratoful satisfaotion —
Important points in the Gulf of California were taken
by the forces under Commodore Shubriok, and their
oceupation maintsined by him and his sucoessor in
command, independently and in co-operation with the
troops under Lisutenant Colonel Burton, with the dis-
play of toe highest skill and ocourage by officers and
men, while their conduot was so just and h that

ion for expansion shall arise. So, too, the hardy
muriners in our merchant servioe would resdily furnish
efficient erews for the increassd number of abipa fitted
for war which a maritime war may render necessary,
The difficulty of such a erisis [ npprehend will not ha
in providing guns or ships, nor will it be in findthg
brave hearts and ready hands to manand fight them;
the difficulty will be neither in men to fight nor in ms-
terinls to use but as to officers in sufeisnt pumber,
and with adequate experience to command and dirent,
A ekilfol naval officer, fitted by edueation and expe.
rience in all the grades of the service, to navigate and
ﬁfht & ship of war, ia not readily formed. To qualify
him for the responsible dutlea of his profession must
be the work of yeara, Persomal courage, general in-
telligence and experience in navigation, are not suf.
fleient, notwithstanding exceptions may be found,
and no merchant marine would probabiy furnizh them
im greater numbers than our own, yot | am deeldedly
of opinion, that, as o general rule, n naval officer should
enter the eservice at an early age, and passing through
ull the grades, and learn the various and complex du-
ties of his profession by personal experionce, and es-
pecially thus learn to command those who may he
placed under him. 1 do mnot therefors desm it unwise
that our navy list tains a larger ber of oMeers
than may he required in time of peance for the sotive
Gutz of their rank.

I have no doubt that important improvements may
be mude in our naval establishment,

Duty atsea is often attended with responaihility.
hards ira and exposure. In the routine of that duty,
eepecially In time of peace, it must often become mo-
notonous, and cease, in a great degree, 'to excite the
zeal and enthusi y to high distinotion,
is wire to bring into operstion those principles of hu.
man conduct which will counteract the tendsncy to
insction and indifference in the pertormanca of even
the dull and disagreeable duties of the profession. The
most potent, in my judgment, is the principle of mili-
ln{ rank involved in promotion from the lower to the
higher grades, by which the rewsrds of military am-
bition are secured to those who perform the arduous
and active duties of their profession to those who, by
toeir service and exposure, and their ability for ser-
vioe, deserve them,

No one eap doubt that prometion in the navy
fhould be made on the prineiples of merit, service, and
the capacity for duty ; vet the tendemey of such a
eystem, without the regulation of law, might ba to
toster favoritism, to promote a partial dhpclmuun of
exeontive favor, and to #ithhold from modest and un-
obtrusive merit, the reward justly dus to it. Under
our nt aystem, promotions are generally made by
senicrity of dete of commission, snd, as the laws now
stand, | am not prepared to say that, unfavorable for
the interest of the public servics, ss this often proves,
any other plam which the esecutive can adopt, woald
be free from great objectiona,

The safest and best mode, it %m' to me, 1s to ra-
guire hy law that officers re d unfit for duty

owﬂ:‘n‘- ;.::n by \rnml: n]:clud in ba.ﬂ.l;, m;dn::
ua premotion to grades. shou!
?ﬂﬂum pay out of line of promotion
ustice and polioy wounld ire osrs mrlt d
R 4 W “’ .
£ due regard to the rights of all.

The advantages of such s system |n guarding officers
sgainst contractiog disqualifyiog habits, in stimula-
ting them to the uctive and gealous performance of
duty, In exciting them to the mcquisition of profes-
sionsl knowledge, and in securing to the meritorions
the rewards of promotion without haviog the way
bloeked up by others, inferior and incompetent, would
epeedily devolope themeelves., Such a messure would
reduce the expense of the navy ; beonnse under exist.
ing lnwa, officers who do not perform duty, and are in-
enp;blo of it, are in the receipt of the full pay of their
rank,

Another great security for efficleney in the navy, |

ding the

will be found in the , andn
means «f inetruction to officers.

The benefiolal effects of the Naval School at An-
napolis, upon therervice, are already beginning 2 Ua
seneibly felt, The truth is admitted h{hl.ll,t at the
rervicen required of officers are more of

head than
of the hand. ‘The result of uwlanon in the army,
that i proportion as education has been encouraged,
and the means of acquiring it afforded, so have the
character and efficiency of the officers been improved,
will not fail to be confirmed in the navy. An accom-
plished naval officer must understand all the sci L
conneoted with navigation ; he ought to be familiar
with steam, the steam engine, and mechanics, with
gunnery, with chemistry, with the languages of all ns.
tionn with whom his duty bringe him in contact, and
with the laws of his own country and of nations.

The Iad who leaves his parenta at the ags of fourteen
or fifteen years, to enter the service as midshipman,
cannot be expected to have Ilaid the foundation even
of wo broad n superstructure of knowledge The na-
val school promises to furnish the means of attainiog
these ends, so important for the navy. [t will praduce,
I trugt, the pame happy pointa of #kill and knowledge
which the military scndemy has produeed for the army.
In its present condition, and for some time to coms, [
do not apprebend that it will be necessary for Congress
to regulate the details of the school law, which
could omnly be modified, if found injudicions, by the
tardy process ¢f repeal or smendment of the law. After
» larger practical experience, the department, aided by
the learned and judicious professors om duty at the
rchool and by the officers of the navy, who take a deep
interest in the rubject, will doubtless be prepared to
P t & more plet stem,

A necersary appendage to the institation is a veasel
of the navy fitted as a school of practice: in guunery
and navigation I earmestly recommand that the ap-
propristion for the next fscal year, of which our esti.
mate has been submitted. nln_;l be made; and s no ap-
propristion wae made for the gom"l wants of the
rohool for the present year, | recommend the propriety
of making it at the approaching session of Congress.

Thers are now Im cne of the rooms of the building

am porilon of the inhabitanta, especially of Lower
C nis, d;:‘?l{ regret that they, too, are not to have
the advantages'of our laws und institutions,and the pro-
teotion of our glorious flug  All will coneur in wdmit-
ting that the treops sent to California, with thelr ne-
knowledged cournge and military skill, were notin
sufficient foree to have conquered and maintained the
occupation of the country without the «ficient servioes
of the officers and men of the squadron, both ashore
and afloat, o

In the Gulf of Mexico, from the beginning of the
War, h{ co-operation at the Braros, while the battle of
Palo Alto was raging. by the eapture of Tampieo, by

| protecting the traneport above, and the landing of the

iroops at Vers Crus, by its gallant eo-operation in the
slege, hombard t, and o of that city and ita
defences, by ita ful operati inst Tob y
Tuspan, Laguna, aud other points in the interior, aud
on the const, but especinlly by holding & constant eom-
mand of the sen, and by its vigilsnoe and aotivity, ex-
cluding contraband trade and munitions of war from
the enemy, the rquadrons rendered the most important
rervices to their common country. These services
were rendered in a most inhospitable elimate, and In
the midst of suffering and death, not caused by the
engmy in the horrible conflict of arms, but by the

ot url-qu of disease, All this was aeccomplished

hout withdrawing the squadrons from other
etationn.

8o effective has been the performancet of the duty of
the navy in every quarter of the glonte, that our in-
creating commeren in the most distant seas has felt no
check. and met no Interruption, notwithstanding we
were, for more than two years. sngaged in aotive
tilities withan enemy tomulng an extensive ses eonst
on the Pacific and Atlantio coenns. Not a single
Amerioan vesgel was loat to her ownera by eaptare by
the enemy under the rights of war, and there was not,
itis believed, any material ¢ifoct produced on murine

On the const of Bresil, under

nooe  These auspielons resalts, so favorable to
ouar 'ee and navigation. are to be attributed to

dore Storer, the frigate Brandywine, Uapt, B n,
the brig , Lieut, Communding Ciltvn, and the
stoamer Al ny, Lieut. Commanding W. W, Hun-

ter, have been mmﬂ—lhl sloop St. Louis, Com-
munder Cooke, salled from Norfolk in Aagust to
join the squadron, snd earried orders for the Allegha-
ny to M to the Mediterranean,

In obed) to direction, and with an anxions
demire to give protecilon to our commeres with the
East [ndies, | despatohed for thet siation, in the
month of Mareh lust, the sloop Piymouth, Gommander
Geduey ; she dout a4 e p ¥ ,,I-III Hon, Mr.
Davis, eommissioner to Chins, and Isaded him st Ma-
eon, on the l0th day of August The beig Doiphin,
Lieut., Commanding Ogden, lelk New York in the
month of May for the swmo station. As the frigate
Co had nearly vompleted :;I' aruise in the Pasi-

at she return

fle, 1% was
heme “ of Chiosani Bombay, ss in doing so she
would ‘.nnt tent points whers the oovu-
ai'ul of & a; nnﬂald ATt & lavora-

nence on our eommeroinl Interest, Commo-
dore luft thie United Staws ia Nov., 1847,
to go -ﬁlﬂu Irthmas with ordecs to the Pacitis, and
bot tiog bie peanaat on bosrd the Congress proosed
to Chine. Un his armival thore ha was dirsoted to
his pemuans to she I ywoutn, sud acdme the

the respret whioh Is universally felt for onr flag abroad,
and that respect In the honorable roward of the skill
and sourage, the direration and justioe, the vigilanes
and boldness with which the navy has performed ita

duty.

u’ll the pettlied polioy of the United States to muin.
tain & navy; but if; netwithstandiog its gellant ex-
ploits, long sinse mahisved. and Ita practical ssrvicss
®o iong scknowladged, It were an undesided gnestion,
whether the U, States should foster and llhl'!ll‘;l anavy,
the serviee perfossaed In the late war will go farto mJ.-
it. Without the guas of our squadron, how easily might
the trosps which formed the army under Major Gan
Seott, when erowded in transporte and erossing the
Gulf, have been destroyed by s faw Insignifisant arul.
sers ' But for the ramne proteation. with what advan-

fed bg the N“‘ Department, s considerable
number of flags and other trophies, taken by the navy
from public enemies in war, | recommend that su-
thority may be given by Comg the S tary of
the Navy, under the
eaure them to ba placed, with suitable labels, at the
naval schocl, in the care of the superintendent

Under the act of the 18th April, 1814, these trophies
bave not been displayed to the publie. The proposel
disposition of them would have a good moral effect in
exciting in the youthful bosoms of the midshipmen,
who are to be the future commanders of our ships of
war, an smulation of the virtues and heroism of those
of whose valor nnd skill these trophies are tho me-
morial.

Ap noon as practicable after the proclamation of
ense with Mexico, the seamen. ordinary scamen,
andemen aud beys in the naval service, wers reduosd
g: ﬂuhlr;on below the pumber of 7500, as required

y law.
By the third rection of the not of August 3. 1848, the |
“ farthwith to

Secretary of the Navy was direote
contract with Measrs, Dakin & Moody for ths eom-
glata comstruotion of & floating sectional dry dook.

asin apd railway, at Thiladelphia ;" “ with Mesars.
Gulibert & Secor for the uomfleu sonstruction of u
balance-floating dry dock, a and rallway, at Pen-
tacols ;' and with one or the other of the said respeo-
tiye , " for the complete comstruetion at the
navy yard at Kittery of a floa*ing dey dock, basin and
railmay upon either of sald an as the Seeretary of
the Navy may prefer as t wdapted to the isaid

ard.” Under the sct of March 34, 1847, thene parties

ad rnapmt'.nlgﬁmbmltted to the Navy Dapartment
propoenis for bullding st eash of the three yards
named, & work ascording to ench plan, with specidon-
tiona for dooking s line of battle ship.

The act of 1545 made these plans and specifisntions
the basis of the contraots directed to bo made, limited
the eost to 10 per cent over and above the prises re
spectively etated in their anld proporaly, nad provided
that, if the di i proposed, should mot be found
ndequate to donking war steamers of the largest olas,
at lenst 360 feet In length, * the Sceretary of the Navy
shall Also, by further contrant with « parties, en-
Inrge the dimensions of sald works at eaoh yard tos
e Aty suffcient for that purpose.”

‘he plans and epecifioations wera not adequate Lo
that effect ; the parties were. therefars, required to
tubmit plans and specifiontions adapted to the in-
ereared dimenslons of the worke, regulated by law.
When prosented, | caured thelr referenens to two naval
coutrnotord and an enginesr ; and, on their approval,
in obedienee to the dirvotion of the laws, the con.
tracts were exvouted

I ndopted tor the navy yards at Nittery the brlanoe
dook. with ita appurtensancens, berause that plan of
dook had been recommendnd by the Board of Com-

tagen might thoy not have been met oms landing on
the enemy's sh th ha d ons sarl ! But
for the antire control of tne snwiy ' poria by our sat
ive erulsern, how long might not the war have been
protracted by the introdnetion of munivious of war
avd othar sapplies for the anemy, and what disaeturg
would not have theeatened If they bad not bofs len

our galinnt army, it the enemy conld have pravsntad
the introdungtian of the necessary rapplles for aur
troops T Who ean eitimate Lhe ioow of lifa and proper

e in 1847, It was lems expensive and pro.
mised to be, at Jeast. equally useful, The increase of

riee anumimm on the Inorease of dimenions. was
;.,lﬂ, ealeniated yro rate, and the sonteactors readily
agreed to tuke the materials whish had been prosaced
#or Llie works under the aot of 1847, at their oot to
the govsrngrent.  The prices stipalated to bo pald for
the works acmplsto aep, st Povskeoin, $721 097 ; at
Phitede phin. $811742 and at Kittery $900 005
FRAN Ay

& of stremgth, which, in the event of |
One of |

to
irection of the Presilent, to |

dtal. |

By the acts of March 34, 1847, and August 34, 1848,
$T00 000 were appropriated for tiuwe ohjeots, and an
estimate ia submitted for $660 000 for the next fiacal
year. In the contracts for such postly work, and espe-
cially as the appropriations made were known to be
| Insufficient to meet the whole cogt, it was deemed
proper to provide for partial payments as the works
progressed, with such seourities to indemoify the ro-
verpment in the event of fallure to comply om the

urt of the contractors, ne it was thought reasonable
o require,

Another year's experience has confirmed the anti-
clpation of most valuable results from the establish-
ment of the observatory, In a report, which | had the
bonor to make, from this department, nnder date of
Nov. 6th, 1544, | expressed the confident opinion * that
1 process of time, n most perfect set of charts may be
supplied from the depot to the navy and to the com-
mercinl maripe vntirely to be relied on for noouracy,
at the mera cost of publisation.”’ The time has ar-
rived sooner than | anticipated. The Chamboers of
(& of our prineipal oities, and intelligent mer-
chantls and navigators from all parts of our country,
awnre of the great importance of such an institution
for publication of corrected and verified churts are
readily communicating the reanlts of their obsarvation
and experiensd, and charts from the obwrvatory are
looked on with Increasing Interest, Bealdes these im-
portant advantages, most valuable services are ren-
dered it the observatory by the care and adjustment
of ¢hronometers and other mautical instrumenta for
the navy. The establishment is superintended and
conducted with eredit and success by naval officcra,
:ha have sthown themselves entirely adequate to its

uties,

Eatimates are rubmitted, with a vlew to to the pub
lications of charts nud n nautical almanac. | recom-
mend them to the fuvorabie consideration, and as &
means of refunding a part of the expense ; and that
nons need be restrained feom applying for them, |re-
sommend that wathority be given to eell them, when
published, at the cont of publication,

Under the saveral eontracts made with thia depart-
ment for the transportation of the mails in st hipa

For Floating Dry Doeks, Barins and Rallways 050,000 [
Completing Stone Doek at New York.,.,.... 400000
Improvements, ko, at Navy Yards. ... 000 846,310
$2,800.010
whish sums, being deducted, will lanve for one year'a
expense of the nuval servies, including invalids' and
widows' penaions, and the marine corps, $4,007 044 58,
| have the honor herewith to transmit a statemsnt
from the d4th Auditor's office, showing the axset |

| amount of appropriations and expenditures, made for

the entire publie service, undsr the control of the
Navy Department in ench year, from the oth June
1544 to the 1st July 1845 by which It will appear that
the ageregate amount of the expenditures for the two
fisenl yenrs ending on the 20th June 1815 and 1846,
amounted to $14.007 038 09, and the ageregute amount
exjetided in the two years, ending on the 30th of Junpe
1840, wan $21,505 661 18,

The first two wero in time of pasce ; the lnst twoem-
brace, with s trilling exception, the entire peciod of the
war with Mexico, In the lust two [t ia worthy of re-
mark that for the comstruotion of war stexmers au-
thorized by Congress, but not intended or nxpected to be
employed in the war, and for other spesial ohjects,
very coosiderable expenditures were made under ap-
proprintions for the purpose, so. that the ordinary
expenses of the naval servige have been but slightly
fncrensed by the war with Mexico,

On the 1st July last it appears that thers remained
in the Treasury an uncspended balanes of the year's
appropriations of the naval service of $3,200 680 57,

Of this sum $1,7056,030 67 were oarried to the sur-
plus fund, snd, as sathoriged by law. the balaneo re-
mains subject to expenditare, if required, during the
current fiscal yoar.

It glves me plonsure to bear testimony, as the result
of my own expuerienes, to the efficient organization of
the Nasvy Department, Personally, | sckoowledge
grateful obligations to the distingnished men who are
and have been in charge of the several Bureaux. The
division of Ité duties pecures Lo the civillan who ma
be at the head of the Department the aid and counoeil

convertible into war steamors, the party iuterssted
have made great progress in the construction of their
veesels and machinery,

The assigness of the contract for the route om the
Pacifle have comple'vd the number of stenmars re-
quired by the contract. They have been inepected,
reported on favorably, and aocepted by the departmant,
and have salled from New York to engage in their
most interesting service. The Californis, the first of
thie line, it is exproted will be at Panama the Ist of
January next, ready to make her first trip up the
coast; the other two will follow, and there is no reason
to apprehend that, in the hands of the enterprising
pr?pa etors, the contract will not be satisfactorily exe-
cuted.

The proprietora of the line from New York to New
Orleans, touching at Charleston, Savannah, and Ha-
vann, and from Havana to Chagres, have two of their
Iarge ateamers launched, and in & state of great for-
wardness, and huve made extensive preparations for
gle :nnstmutlnn of the othersregistered by their con-

"et.

I regarded it as a matter of great public importance
that ihis line should commenecs its operations at least
to the extent of a monthly communication between
Havana and Chagres, in time to connect with the
Pacitie line. The contraetors, desirous to meet the
withes of the Department, proposed to place on the
route temporarily the ocean pteamer Falcon, and she
hes been inspected, reported on favorably, and accopt-
ed fer the service until the steamers constructed nmrur
the :mntrwt shall be ready to take their places on the
route,

The Faleon han sailed from New York, will touch at
the intermediate points of the route, and deliver har
mails and passengers in time to eross the lsthmus and

Jjoin the steamer st Panama on the 1st Jan'y.,

The connected lines in all their parts will, it is ex-
pected, be insucoessful operation esrly in the ensuing
#pring, and a regular nioation establishad be-
tween New York and Oregon. The time occupled in
the pasrage will not exceed 35 days, and at no distant
day, it in confidently believed that a regular commu.
nieation will be established by a connecting line of
rtenmers between San Franciseo and Chins, making
the paseage in 25 days. This may readily be effected
by means of the war steamers now being constructed
as parte of the pquadren on the Kast Indies and the
Pacifie, until Individusl enterprise shail have intro-
duced stenmers better suited for freight and passen-

€18,
. The transit of intelligence, merchandise and passen-
ers from China to Europs, by way of New York, can
effeoted wben there several lines shall be in opera-
tion, in connection with the line from that elty to Li-
verpool, in less then one-balf the time now oecupled
in the voysge between those countries.
The ieatiom by st Iy plyiog on

the two routes, now about &omn’:-. cannot fwl to
inerease our genersl commerce, und to briag to our At-
lantic oities & large import of the precious metals; and
this, with the facilitiea aflorded to our enterprialng
countrymen to visit or to emigrate to the rich territo-
ries on the Pacific, more than compensates the expense
of the undertakicg.

Asa most interesting part of the system, | recom-
mend that authority be glven to contract for the trans-
portation of the mall between New Orlenns and Vera
Uruz, iu stesmships convertible into war steameors, |[:
will tend, by promoting rocial and commercial inter-
course, to lidate friendehip betwesn Mexico nad
the United States, promete the introduction of our

rent staples and munufactured goods lnto Mexieo, snd
write ber rieh products of speets to our gitlss, l‘ will
add, too, to the mails on all the tonnecting lines, in-
creare the postal profigs, and make avallable, for publio
defeners gn additionsl number of war steamers,

The contrsctor for the line botween New Vork and
Liverpool has his vessels in a atate of forwardness, He
has two steamers, ench of 2800 tons messurement,
rendy for Isunching, and the frawes of two others ready
to take their places on the bullding ways. as soon a8
Iaunnched, amrtho machinery in a corresponding state
of forwardness, The Department has not urged the
contractor to undue haste im the construction of hia
steamers. Inthe p t atnte of ation with
Europe by other means, the thorough and skilful axe-
eution of the work on the bull and machinery of the
thips, is of more importsnce Lo the government than
their speedy pletion. The contract P
ting his undertaking with ensrgy and judgment,

by the execution of the 13th section of ast of Au-
gust 8, 1848, measures have been takem to remove the
infane of the navy and marine corps, from the naval
hospitals to 1nstitutions estabiished for the oure and
treatment of persons thus sadly affiicted, It in be-
lieved that the shjsot cen be satisfactorily sttained on
the derate terms p ibed by law, The whole

ber of | P in the hospitals iz 13, and
some of them are so quiet and harmiess that it may
not he necesrary to remove them.

The supply of hemp on hand und deliverable under
contracts already existing, render it unnecessary to
advertise for any additional quantity for the present
year. That can hnicm be pre; in quality
tqual to any in the world has beem established by ex-

iments um:n' the m?it l!.‘t;:t. 3':10 t;nv:fn::;

¥ uecessary im pn}tﬂug produstion o
finer desorip’lons, suitable for naval purposes, has pre-
vented many planters from e ng in annual von-

Inst, made & great improvement by suthorizing navy
contracts for American water eotted hemp, for & term
not exceeding five years, at a remuneratiog price,

I propose to invite, by sdvertisement, ths hemp
growers themeelves to contract, and, by aceepting pro-

porale

of bid to give the preferenee Lo the farmer who grows

it, to encourage the genersl adoption of the most im-

mnd process of preparing this lmportant supply for
navy.

| FProposwls for furnishing machinery for the rope

walk at the Memphis navy yard, have been Invited,

by advertisement, and as soon as it can be manufic-

;t;ud and delivered, that important establi wiil
ut in oparation,

'lpl,‘ln plnes for the delivery of Ium’p for the use of the
navy will be far mors convenlent for domertic hemp
growers generally, than thet at which cordage is now
manufactured, snd the faoility of acsess will justify
the farmers in relling their produce directly to the
government, without the tntroduction of ageuncies, or
the expense nnd loss of more dislaut traunsportation
snd frequent transhipment,

The military contributlens collested in the Gulf of

tracts. The joint resolution of Congress, of 9th May '

fur 25 tons and upwards, snd in case of equality |

| mothave given tet

| whiel. entitled them to any higher

Mexleo, st porta and places in the military ocoupation |

of the naval forees, amount to $141 815,

From the squadron in the Pacifie the sceounts have
not been received and adjusted.

At Mazatlan, then in the occupation of the navy,
Commodore Jones reports to the departmeut, thut up

to the 17th June, 1645, the sontributions collected st |

| that port amounted to 204 308,

It in mot probable that amy considerable eolleotions
were minde by officers of the navy st any other point
of the Pucific coast.

The plan of settlement adopted required the ofcera
first to settle at the Navy Department, on vouchers,
the amounts of ibutions, oharging them Lhe
amounts received, mnd erediting their disbnrsemoants
mada for the service in prosseution of the war, as as-
tablished by their vouchers. The oollecting ofoer
hins been then required to settle st the Treasury his
woeount as soting purser, where he I charged with
money and stores received on public ascount, sad
ervdited with disbursements satisfuntorily voushed,
other und beayond those alrendy cradited in his con-
tribution mu“l%:nc the balamos thus appearing,
bas, in each cnse, been paid into the Treasury under
ite proper head of mppropristion. The practical ef-
feot cf this mode of setilement is to raliove appropria-
tions made by the law to the fall amount of the sontei-
butions, There has not been & onse of defanit

The duty of eollection. dishur t and
Ing was performed by vpaval offlcers without sny al-
lowanee for the service. The aot of Augast 2id, 1§41,
wae construod to forbld any allowanoce heyond their
pay s ofMoors on duty, and no compen<ation hasbh eu
made for & rervioe not within the general rangs of an
cfficer's duties, wnd In pome Inetances stionded with
positive nnd unavoidahble loas, | reprat my recommen-
dution Leretofore made, that suthority be given to al-
low ln ¢ach oase on collections and disbursemen te,
not exeevding in the aggrogete u sum suflojent, ua &
ressonable indemnity for the risk and trouble wtten.
dant on the duty.

| have Lhe homor to submit vha reporte from the se-
vernl Buresux of the Department, with the satimastes
| for the naval servies, and for other objecte pleaced un-
| der the 1 of this d for the Gecal year
|
|

ending 50th June, 1850,

The gross amonnt of cothmnten |0 $5855 854 58, of
whiah the following, buing for specille objeeis, must ba
duduetsi to arcerialn the probuble saansl sxpanse of
the uavy -

| ¥or vthe transporiaiion of the MY, ... RT3

of expert d officers whose profesaional information, |
at all timea freely but unoblrasively given, iseminent. |
ly ugeful to hiw in the condust of the vast and diver-
rified bueiness under his dueetion. Bealdes the shipa
on the stocks. iz ordinary, snd undergoing repsies,
and in commisslon, and excluding navy yards nnd
olher Euhlle Innds, required for purposes of the navy, |
with their costly improvement, the reports herewlith |
submitted, show that the publie properly on hand for
paval purpoess amounts in the aggregate to $0 400,870,

The subdivieion of dates and soperintendence |
amongst the peveral Doreaux, has lsd to the introduc- |
tion of judicious measures for the preservation of atores |
and materiala and the enforcemant of striot ascounta-
bility, and thus guarded against an immense waste of |
public property.

Under this wise distribution of daty and labor, eso-
nomy amd efficleroy have been promoted, greal im-
provemente introduced lu the purchase and inspection
of timber, hemp, canvass, and other materials for con.
struction, repairs and equipments; a series of wall con- |
duoted experimenta in gunnery have been made; and
ordnrnce stores and muoitions of war of the most im-
proved desoriptions are procured,

A Judicious eystem Las been established and msin-
talned for the necessary buildings at our Navy Yards
and for the uniform regulation of the quantity an
prices of mechanical and other labor in publle employ-
ment, and the Navy is supplied with medicines, pro-
visions, and clothing of the best quality and on eco- |
nomleal terms, under regulations digested with ocare
and ekill,

There is, however, one great defect in thel presont |
organization of the Navy Dqlnrr.munt, The |r|lt-y of
ordering snd detailing of officers for service, of the
genernl superintendence of enlistments, of declding
primarily on applications for service. rellef or dis-
charges, ecoupies too lurge lrportlou of the Seoretary's
time, and ennnot be ro eutisfaotorily performed by h{ln
a8 by an officer of rank bearing the relation to the
Department and to tne Navy, which the Adjutant
General does to thu War Department and to the Army,
The establichment of & Bareau for this most important
duty would involve o trifling expemsa, Thers would
not be r«quired for the purpose any additional elerioal
labor; the Register and Clerks now engaged op the
#ame duty would be sufficient. It seannot be doubted
that the eflecta of such an improvement in the organi-
rution of the Department would be highly beneficlal, |

A revised book of regulations for the navy is very
much wanted, In the goyvernment of the navy ex- |
¢outive regulations form a large portion of the law of |
the service. Those now in foree are contained in seve-
18l pubileations made at different times and in general
orders to the Depsrtment. 1t is often difficult for offi-

cers to know what they are; « revision and republica-
tion in one book, would prove of great advantage to
the tervice; and a small appropristivn would probably
cover the sxpenses,

| renew my recommendation that the appointment
of & emall number of sesistant pursers may be suthor-
ized by law,

A joint Board of Officers of the Army and Navy has
beru orgapined, with orders to proceed to the West
Coaet, and toake an exumipntion of the coast of Call-
fornis and Oregon, with a view to the collection of the
pecersary information to deterinine on proper points
for fortifieation and s navy yard, when it shall be the
pleasure of Congress to direct such establishments.
A navy yard op the California cosst, with suitable
means for the repalr of vessels, would, in my judgment,
be of the highest publle importance,

I submit uslrrth the annuval estimates for the sup-
port of the marine corps,

In obedience to the direction of the act of Congress, |
Muareh 2d, 1847, © st the terminstion of the Maxioan
war the marine corps was reduced both in men and
cofficers to & number not excending the number in ser-
vice at the date of the aot,” the reduction of the |
men was elfeoted by dircharges as they arrived in the
United States. The duty o% reducing the numbar of
officers was more diffieult. It was neceseary to drop |
from the rolls four captaine, four firat lleutsnants, [
and four second lleutenants,

It was determined to organize a Board of Officers of
rank ruperior to that of captuins, and they were in-
structed to designate the officers who could ba best
rpared from the gervies. They made their report, and
the officers desigeated ware dismisssd without alleged
fault. Copies of the inetructions and report are here-
with rubmitted. The effielency of cur ships of war
would be promoted if the marine guard allowed by the
reguiation could be enlarged, aad the luerease of the |
rank and file of the corps, from 1,600 to 1,600, would, i
my judgment, ke highly beneficial. The number of
Iandemen might be reduced to the rame amonnt —
Such un inorease of the non-commisioned officers and |
privates would justify an additional number of com-
missioned officers equal to the oumber dismissed,

By thel)olnt. repclution of Congress, approved the 10th |
Auguet, 1848, the efficers, non-commissioned officers,
privates, and musicians of the marine corps who have |
perved inthe army in the war with Mexico, were plao-
ed in all respeots, as to bounty, land and other remu- |
neration In addition to the otdlnu{ pay, on a footing
with the officers, non sl officers, privat

U
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Movements of General Taylor.
[From the New (irleans Crescant. Dae. 1 L

l’utchllf wun the time appointed for the Fxeeu-
tive Committes of the Central lough and Ready Clab
to csll upon General Tayler, and scocordingly, st four
o'elock in the afternoon, the members walted npon
him st the St Charles Hotel. They weie received by
the Generalin aprivate parlor, and a'though their re-
ception was highly flattering, there was not the alight.
est ostentation or formulity upon elther side, it having
been understood to be General Tl{lﬂl“l wish that
they whould, om this ocomsion, be dispensed with, in
order that he might meet the gentlemen of the com-
mittee an old friends. Thers is a combined frankness

| and modeaty in the Genernl's whole manner, which at

onee win the ¢sterm and aflection of any with whom
be may coms in contaet. After shaking hands with
every member of the committes, he exprossed his rogret
that the people, in the sxerstse of their soverign pawer,
had net caured their cholos to devolye upon some one

| more worthy and eapable of fulfilling the duties of the

high station to which he had besn called. than he felt

Wimeelf to be, The responsibilities of the Prosident of
| this great and glopious fepublic he knew to b immense,

bul at the rame time he would. tothe best of his ability,
fervo his sountry faithfully in his new oapasity. He
Epoke of the fact of hishaving passed a0 great a portion
of his life in the oamp, and on the frontier, in con-
fequence of which he had bad littls opportunity of
mixing in political strife, oy hesoming llf‘-l‘ia\lﬂ-ild with
political affairs,  He wlso alluded to the solicitnde
which he felt while in Vexieo, on henring that the
people Bad determined to nominate him for the Pre-
sldeney. He did not desirs elvil offios, and had hoped
that scme one more oapable. and he knew saveral such,
woud be pelected. A bulf hour was then spent in positl
conversation, in the course of which the General al-
lnded to bin late campaign in Maxioo, and the teying
positions in which he was severs! times placsd. The
committes then took their leave, having derived much
plemsure from the interview,

Grs, Tavion aso the Vetenass or 1814 -'15,—
Argeenbly to previous arrangement. says the New Or-
# number of the gallant
turvivors of 1814 '15. the day previous, walted upom
Gen Taylor, at the St Charles,  After being inteodue -
¢d to him, he was sddressed on their part by Judgs
Dermudez in wehort, but slequent wnd appropriat
fpeech, to whiclh Gen, Taylor, in reply. sald—

" That ho was deeply gratefnl for ¢l the honora that
had been paid to him {y his fullow eitizens, but that
he felt especially gratitied to recelve the present mark

| of kind sttention, irom the valiant, and now aged ve-

teran survivors of the glorious battle of the 8th of Jan-
usry, 18156 He snid that be had not been a candidate
for the Peayddency of bis own aceord, but be had besn
lnced in that situstion by the voice of the people, who,
1 kupposed, bad made him a candidate from the beller

| that it might be in his powes to bring back the

government to itm original ‘purity. Now that
the fuet of his election to that exalted station
bad been definitely settled, he felt himself not
otherwise interested than to perform the exeoutive
dutien in fuithful oonfnrmlti to that beantifal aystem
of government fiamed by the wisdom and patriotism
of our ancestors, and presided over for eight yenrs b

bLim who standa distingaished and beloved, befors J;
others living or dead, as the ‘ Father of his country.’

| On his own aocount, he had nothing to geatify but s

feeling experienced by every patriotic citizen, for the
advancement of the prosperity of the nation and the
hspzinups of the people, All he oould promise was the
faitbful dircharge, to the best of his ability, of his
duty to the eonstitution and the country, and if, in
the parformanee of it, the expectations of those who
bad ¢lected him should be realized, he wonuld be more
than greatly repuid for all the labor and anxiety
which he rhould have to encounter, After again re-
turniog thanks for what he ealled the ‘ undessrved
honors' paid to him, he proceeded at once to mingle
in the most cordial manuer, with the hnll‘y-hngld
men by whom he was surrounded and on whose besam-
ing facen there was the most unmistekable ovidenoe
of the imward gratification they felt at the manner of
their reception by the glorious hero of Busna Vista.”
[From the New Orleans Delta, Dee. 1.]

Sunduey Italisn artiste have been doing & fine busi-
neps for some time past. selling some very indifferent
busts of the President elect. The prices of these busta
vary with the parties to whom they are offered To &
eit—aripe 'un—they ask one dollar; but from a country
gertlemun, and a presumed gresnhorn, they always ax-

rect two doliars and a half, f)n{ before yesterday, s
umorous city gentleman. standing in front of the St.
Charles, being badgered by one of thess artista to buy
o bust of ' de grand General Taileur,” declined taking
oue himself, but pointing up st & pluinly dressed el-
derly gentleman, who was sitting in the St. Charles
portico, told the Italian that he was a friend of General
Tuylor, and would take s bust of him, Straight
the **lust of ithe Homans'' procesded vp the steps, s
addressing Lhe fmnly divsned elderly gentleman,

aeked if he wonld not “tak un bust of de brave
general vat bis de President '+ What's the price?”
* Sare, only two dollar half-vern chape ” “ Here's

fte money,"” oxolaimed the elderly geotleman, re-
ceiving the buat,  Well, General," oxolsimed th -
tlderly gentleman’s compunion, ** uoat is & very politis
Btep of yours, as the raecal would no doubt have sol (
you to pome other persom for half pries. You hav .
only given n dollar aud & half more than the macke .
valoe of the article ¥ We need not add that the pu:-
charer of the husy wan the hero of Buena Vista am|
President eleot,

Ar General Taylor was takiog a glass of wine »
Hewlett’s, the otber day, in company with pevers
gl.lluflﬂln. In whose faors plessure and hope wers

appily blended, sn admirer of bis walked up to him
and raid : © Geoeral, | wirh to ssk an sppointment of
you when you are Prestdent.” * Oh, for shame !'* px-
claimed seversl pentlemen, who are presumed to be
willing to stford their s rvices to their country, for an
adequate consideration. The general drew himeelf
up. and looked rather revers. * Oh, general, it s &
small watter, Gentlemen, | shan't teead on your sorns.
All that | ask of you, geoeral. is to wpnoint me your

| suecersor, when you vacate the Presidensy ” ¢ Ah,

that Indeed ' | will, oertuinly,’! replied the general.
Great, thereupon, was the relief of the genersl's par-
tioulur friends.

General Tayior's Trip North.
New Ourneass, Nov 20,1548,

GenTiemey— [ have duly recsived your communiea-

tion of yestorday, conveying to me, in behsif of the

perple of Tennersee. n very oourteons invitation to

vigit the oity of Nushviile, * at such time betwesn this

snd the 4th of March next a8 may suit my conve-
nl%nu.“ tl th i

0 _you, gentlemen, an the tommittee charged with

thir duty. | beg to say in reply, that | shall take groat

| pleasure In availing mynelf of this invitation, while

on my journey to the oity of Washington, to greet in
¥erlon the citizens of Nashville, provided that no un-
oreseen obetaclen dun to the seascn should impede my

| reaching your eity with tolerable comfort and facility,

1 hope to secomp
Febroary next,
1 must rot omit, in t4 our Invitati

h my wish between the lst snd 15th

| il od
and musleians in the army. | eXpress my moat sipeers nntlﬂct{hn at raceiving so

On consultation with the Attorney Gemeral I falt
ecnstrained so to censtrue the resolution as net to In-
clude the marine guards, attached under orders to the
ehips of war in the Pacific and Gulf of Mexico.
not appesr to me that they could be regarded as serv-
ing with the army, within the meaning of the resclu-
tion as did the battalions of marines who marched into
Mexico and formed a part of the army. It s known
that the marine guards of both squadrons were often
on land, oo-operating in the most gallant manner with
the land forces. and sncountering all the damgers and
privationalof the service with the army. The diseri-
mination has besn ﬁninmlly felt by them, and | may

¢ terms of the resolution the en-
Iarged construction which |ts framers intended, How-
ever that muy be, [ desmed it the safer course to walt
and submit the subject again to Congress, | am en-
tirely aatisied that while both classes of the marine
offie: ‘# andmen did their duty, there wans nothing in
the s cvice of the batialion serviug with the army
tivileges than
thel. brethren, who, belonging to the ships, aleo served
ashore. The number of thess was not great: and [
rw;ma:t‘nll’ recommend that they be put on a footing,
asto hounty land, with thoss who have already recely.
ed what was given by law to the offeers snd men o
the army I bave the honor to be,

Very respectfally,
Your obd't pere't,
JOHN V. MASON,

To the T‘n,-lr_-r 8T

~ Jomx Mirengn ar Brimvoa.—There appeared
n a Seotch paper, a few days ago, an extract from
& letter written by & porson who said he hod it from
ancther, that John !e!“ltehnl was to be seen walkin
ubout the quay of Bermuda fn his own clothes, an
looking weil ; thet he would not even aid in keeplog
the governor's accounts, and had only to appear in the
conviet's dress at the monthly inspections. Al thia |
am in & position to sy is without foundation, A let.
ter bas been received from the unfortunate man, in |
which he says the only distinetion made between his |
treatment, and that of the gang of conviota, of which
he forme one, in that, owiog to his very delioate state
of health and physical incapasity for hard work, he ls
sxempted from heavy bodily labor, but he |8 uncess-
ingly enguged In menial cccupations which, he s

are A0 repugnent to his feelings that, if he wers &l

he would peefer stone-breaking, or other oqnﬂ? har
and monotonous labor. He is in wretchedly Yow apl-
rite, never pesas & nawspaper, nor has an anity of
epesking to any one who ean Inform him of the svents
in Ireland, or the sther ons of Europe,sines the day
benorlu«innh nes of iransportation. His family being
awars of the restrietions im upon the correspon- |
denes with the convicts by Gevernor of Bermu
vory properly confine themmselves to private subjeots
when they write to unhappy Mitehel, {l.‘ unfortunate |
follow is r-lni{ uver permitted to leaye the hulk, to
which it should be understood, he is strictly confined.

The story, therefore, of his walking on the quir in ha
iﬂvme rees, and all the rest of it, is & plece of inven.
on,

Troverk 15 Yarg Corrwar.—The Northamgpton
Cowurter etates that the fuculty of Yale College have
punished several of the actors 10 the annual ceremon,
of ' borying Euelid.” The faouity were deter
to break up the custom, and threstened this year to
take severe measures with any whe a‘lg.lli‘t L1 inits
repetition, Henee the studeat who ner
mon, snd the one who read the posm, with one or two
others, wore expalled.  Others were rusticatsd. or other.
wire puphiied. Neariy sll the ftudents were spoota-
tors, but only the patory wers ponished A tutor, who
wep® wmote them o 8 spy wan rovighly tieated. The
ptudents koked Wio Gncelod off bos haty sbhd snow-
ballag bigy, amial ir s o v e lor Bls e,

1t did |

| warm & manifestation of regard and respect from the

people of Tennersee, It will give me real plessure to
meet them and express in person how much | estesm
their kindoers.

You will please acerpt for yourselves my bost se-
kunowledgments for your congratulations, and for the
flattering terme addressed to me, which greatly add to
the compliment of your invitation.

Wirhing you s eafe return to your friemds and
homes, and much happinera and prosperity, | remain,
gentlemen, with much respect and regard, your most
obedient rervant, Z. TAYLOR.

Letter from Mr, Fillmore,

The following letter. trom the Vice President slect:
to Col. MeAlpin, of the Fillmore Rangers, of New Or
Jeane, isevery way worthy of its distinguished suthor -

Avwany, N Y., Nov. 18, 1848,

Dean Siw:—I am honored by the receipt of your
note of the 21at uitimo, enslosing & copy of the address
of the Fillmore Rangers. of New Orleans,

It did not remeh me until the contest had closed, and
thie din of strife had given way to the exultations of
triumph and the seng of vietory. But | ean assurs
you that the moble and tru y national sentiments of
that address ind s hearty responss inmy bresst, and
the triumphant whig vote In your eity ls the best evi-
denee of the nesl and ability with which the young
men of your club dinch;-ig-d their duty to the whig
puity and the eountry. My illustrious sasociate on the

| tieket required no vindication, and li therefore, foel

the more deeply the obligation whi '
by the uahlortiné lhluilf thase i:: nt:':o;rlm
favor ; and | scknowledge It with heartfelt thanks, and
frust they will nover have ressom to regret she confl-
dence they have repored in me,

Pleass to make my gratefal soknowledgments to
the elub over which you de, and accept for your-
relf the sssurance of m lfh regard and eateem.

Re ful y
= ’.I\I’lmaﬂ FILLMORE.

Army Iutelligence.

Yuoaram Bartavion —Wa have been kindly furnish-
ed a s friend with the following list of officers of Col.
G. W. White's regiment of Yuostan Volunteers, a por-
tion of which sailed s few days sinoe, on board of the
bark Florids, bound for Yuestan :—Cel. GG. W. White,
Lisut. Col. L. A. Besangon, Major D. 8. Mo Dowall, [nf ;
Maj. F. MoHenry, Art. ; Capta Ja's Edmonston, John
Freeland, R. P Mace, Dan, Clark Briggs, George A,
Tobin, Solis, J. G, Molloy ; First Lisuts. aulm, H.
. Young. (At Adj) Fred Serler, W. 0. Whitman, J.
8. MeEnery, J. D, Isgher, Juan Corillo, J. G Gaines;
second Lieuts, Edward Desommen, Corlls, Loftis, Me-
Dopald, Juan Eliza, Cooper, Hicks, Burgess and Brown
and 400 men - making whole number
for the seat of operations 700. The remainder will
doubtlers be forwarded in & very short time. -~ New Or-
cans Delta, Dee, 1,

Gex. Twiaas.—Gen. Twiggs arrived on Wed-
nerday from Galveston, Texas, and Is st og ot the
St. Chiarlen Hotel. The ecommander the famed
vCerro Gordo Divigon' s in the enjoyment of re.
markable good health and rpirits.  He is, we lsarn, on
bis way to Jeflerson Barracks, to take command of the
department lat uI{.undn the Inmented Gen Kearmey,
;l"h‘lhporllon oftd tuh- -~ ;‘foa:nh:' r in hav
ng the en an n n. Twigge over It.—
New Orl.r::,’Ddfc, Dec. 1

Anrivar or Gex. Wonru at Browssvinug —
Gen, Worth arnved here to-day i the steamer
Baliie. The landing was throvged with cur sltisens, all
snxfous toget w glimpse of the voteran, and give Him
nroldier's weleome. A lsgge proosssion was foroed,
and the Geusral was e corted (0 hin head quarters, at
thy Movorgetein Homer cmid mach sntho lssir'=-
Brownivilie, Lec, 8, P M,

P T R,



