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B e o e T e

OF THE

SkorgTary's OFrFicE,
Drparrvext oF UoMMox So0ROOLS,
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TO THE LEGISLATURE,

The Superintendent of Common Schools, in ac-
cordance with the requisitions of the law, kas the
honor to submit the following annual report:—

CONDITION OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS.,

From the returns of ibe several town superin-
tendente, mede to the county clerks of the re-

ive gounties, and bearing date on the first day

July tast, sn sbsiract of which will be found in
1able A, annexed, it appears thet the whole num-
ber of achool districts i the State, duly organized
at that date, was 11,397, being an increase of 208
during the precediug year. Of this number, 8,894
are composed of terntory wholly situated in the
town where the school house of the district stands,
and the remainder are joint districts, formed from
two or more adjoining Lowns.

Reports, in accordunce with law, have been re-
ceived by the several town nuper{.nr.cnduu from
ahe trustees of 11,173 ot these districts, leaving 124

from which no returns were made. These
yeports bear date on the let of January, 1850,
and refer to the condition of the several schools

during the year 1819. The average period during
which the schools were taught, dunng that year,
by duly qualified teachers, in sccordance with law,
‘was eight monthe. The whole number of children,
between the ages of five and sixteen years, residing
in the several districts of the State, on the 3lst
day of December, 1849, was 735,185; and the num-
ber of children taught dunng the Bgraec.ﬂng year
was TM,5600, being un excesa of 69,312 over the
number beiween the ages of five and sixteen, and
16,191 over the whule number taught in 1848. Of
the number thus taught, 9,079 had been under in-
struction durisg the entire year; 18,4556 for tem
months and less than twelve ; 15 for el]ll::
months and lees than ten; 106,100 for six mont
lesn than eight; 18?'.?82 for four months and
' than six; 198,022 fer two months and less than
four; und 200,128 for a period less than two months.
The period for attrndance of the remaining 35,669
is not included in the reports of the trustees, which
dave been found very defective in Lhis respect,
the difficulty of ascertaining the requisite data
«“mon which to base these returns.
@ETIMATES AND ACCOUNTS OF KXPENDITURES OF
SCHOOL MONKYS,

Buring the year embraced in the report of the
trustees, the whole amount of meney paid for
teachers’ wages in the several districts from which

ris were received, waas §1,322,69 21, of which
%,lﬂ) 20 was public money, $508,724 56 raised
wn rate bills from thoe= sending to school, $31,834
27 raised by district tax to sgflplr deficiencies in
the collection of such rate bills, and $14,748 21
raised inlike manner to defray the rate bills of indi-
gent persons, exempted by the trustees in the mode
prescribed by law. The number of children thus
placed onm the list of indigent exempts during the
year 1849, was 18,686,

The aggregate amount of library money expend-
ed during the same year, in the purchase of books,
and articles of school apparatus suthorized by law,
was §92,456 73, and the amount raised by district
taxution for such spparatus, for book cases and
other_purposes convected with the several district

libraries, was §2 623 73, making an aggregate of
$96,085 51 for library expenditures and school ap-
paratus.

The following sums were raised by the inhabi-

tants of the several districts, during the year 1849,
by disrict taxation, in additon (o those above
fied for the respective purposea enumerated,

For purchasing sites, ... .coovveene..  $23,490 62
“ building school houses,. .......... 154,932 06
“ renting houses or rooms for schools, 2,721 671
“ repainong school houses,.... ... 61090 75
“ insurance on 80 ciasmeenas  BTRED
“ fuel for do. e 62,331 29
# OLRET PUIPOSES, . . . vons vare vens s 49,592 13

$345,856 49

Amount, as above stated, raised for sup- :
plying deficiencies in rate bille,..... 31,834 27
do. . for book cases aod apparatus, 2,628 73

do do. for exemptions of indigent
CRIMPED; cooesrievesasnnnensennsss 14,748 21

ﬂhoyil:lg an aggregate amount of, ... §398,097 70
raised by

yldistrict taxation during the
enr.
.Azd to this the amount raised by rate
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And the whole amount contributed by
the inbabirasis of the several districts
for the support of echools duniog the
year, will be........ovviee varn.an. §906,522 26

Amoust d“rhlnc money as above re-
eeived expended during the year
for teachers’ wages and hbraries,, . . §550,845 98

Total expenditure for school purposes
inl ‘,t P" .+ - 1,766,668 24
The whole amount of public money received

from all sources dunng the yvear ending on the

firut day of July last, by the several town superin-

tendents, was §1,045.504 85, of which §780,798 12

have been apportionead among the several distriots,

in the mode prescnibed by law, tor teachers’ wages,
$91,363 90 for librury purposes, and the residue for
in the several cities and large
al provisious of law exist.

private unipcorporated and se-
lect schools in the State is reported at 1,697, and
the aggregate number of pupils 19 attend ance upoa

such scoools dunag the year 1549, ut 70,606,

IMPROVEMENT AN MANAGEMEAT OF THE COMMON

_M."III.I“I- FUND.

The l!.‘etll'lplnzmg tasle, murked B, contains a
#atement furnished by the Compirolier, showing
the increase and dimination u.(lT'M capitzl of the
Common School Fund, during the year endiag on
the 30th of September last, nud the present reveane

of that fund, by which it will appear that the capi-
tal of this fund ho - bevn increased during the year
by the sum of §17, 109 47; und that the balunee of

revenue pow in the treasury, applicable to eom-
mon tchool purposes, in addition to the revenue
accruing from the United States Ueposite Fund, is
$137,621 07. The wmount of revenue annually
coptsibuted to thia object from the avails of the
Deposite Fund is §160 000, which, added 10 the
amount above stated, acermiog from the Common
School Fuad, gives an agiregate of §302,5621 07, as

present reveaue of the combiaed fuads. Asund-r
the existing provimoas of law, not only the capital
but the revenue of this faud, s constantly nnJ
steadily increasing, no good reason is perceived

why ihe spporunament tor the epsuing year, |

based upon the ratio of the population of the State,
as meceriained by the census just completed, may
nol be increasrs d from @250, 060 1o §00,000.  This
amount in connrction with the sums required by
the present law 1o be roised upon the several coun-
ties and towns, by ‘he respecuve boards of super-
visors, will contribute §%60,000 1o the support of
achools and district ibraries for the ensuing year,
independently of any other provison; leaving only
about §500,000 to Le raised by distnet taxation in
the enure State, including the soveral cities, where
mearly one-half «f thie amnount is already provided
for by special laws. If, however, the system of
district taxation shall be wholly dispensed with, a
measure which it wenrnestly hoged will be adopted,
and an adequate systom .,r'.uu € Or county taxa-
tion substituted in its mtead, this liberal inorease of
the State apportisnment will materially lessen the
amount thus requircd to be raised.
DIETRIOT LIBNAR RS
The whole number of volumes in the several
school gistrict libranes of the Jiate, on the 31t of
December, 1519, was 1,449,930, being an increase
of 40,796 volumes during the year reported, and
sing au average of 127 volumes to each
mschool district. ;
system of district libraries s one peculiar
itis believed, to our own State Allem:i:c have
from time 10 time been made to introdace it into
the school orgenizations of other Siates; bat hither-
to without prrmanent sucoess. Its bepefits are
ond the reach of computation It places at the
command of every inhabitant of every school dis
triet in the Stwate, a collection of literary and sciea-
tific information, embracing every department of
useful and practical nowl:!ue. and well adapted

| perty, would, seem to afford the most equitable and

SUHOOL HOUSES AND SITES,

Under the existing system of supervision, the |
departme it has no means of ascertainng the pro-
grese which has been made in the improvement of
echool house aochitecturs, wud i the location and
suitsble embellishment of ces.  Dariog the year |
reporied, the sum of §23,4% 60 was nve n
the purchase of wites, wud $154,952 06 1o the eree- |
tion of school houses. From the best means of
information within resch of the department, it is
believed that very greal improvements ige these
structures have taken piace; that an ine i re-
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cases precede the granting of certificates. [n ad-
dition o the serwus cousoquences whieh must
ne ly be inthicted upon the highest interests of
the schouls, where smeh wevmpeteat te ™ are
employed, indireet injustice is done to that large
and inereasing class of really qualified teachers,
who have devored themselves 1o their A
und design to rely upon it for a liveithood. The
stundard of wuges for this class, already far
too low, when compared with those of every
sther libernl profession, becomes altogether
inad te when & ruinous competition must

gurd to whe comfort, (convenience and health, both
ot pupils and teschers, has been manifested; and
that more enlightened prineiples of architecture,as
well &5 a more refived taste und a better apprecia-
tion of the advantuges resuiting from their combi-
DANOE, are beginniug (o preval

. The enlargement of sites for school houses, ihe
intreduction of tastefal shubbery, iad the cultiva
tion of useful and ornamental plants, should be en-
coursged and recommeunded.  Ampis ﬁruundl
shyuld be reserved by the inhabitants of districts
for this purpose; and while every reasonnble fiueili-
ty #hould be utlorded for that bracing and invigo-
ruting exerciee of the physeal facnlues, which is
epsentiul to the healthful development of toe hu-
man sys=tem, provision should wl the same time be
afforded for the cultivation of those mgher fa-
cultiee of our nature which have reference to
the beantiful, the tasteful and the orpamental.
Trees, flowers, vines and evergreens, should find
their appropriate places in the vicioity of every
school house, demudmghthe care aud repaying
the attention of both teacher and pupils. The in-
fluence thus capable of being exerted on the ex-
panding mind of ehildhood cannot be otherwise
than eficiul; while the sssociations connected
with the work of primary education will be divest-
ed of much of their present repuisiveness.

SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDREN.

There are in the Stute, as appears from the re-
ports of the several town supenintendents, fifty-iwo
scheols for colored children, of which fifieen are
located in the city of New York, six in the county
of Dutcheas, threée in each of the counties of Kings,
(Queens, Schohane, and Wayne, two in each of 1
counties of Columbia, Ontario, Rensselper, Suf-
folk, snd Warren, and one in each of the counties
of Albany, Broome, Erie, Genesee, Monroe, Or-
uE:a Saratoga, Steuben, and Yates. In these
schools 4,971 colored children have been taught
during the year embraced in the ‘r’?nm. of which
number 3,345 resided in the city of New York, 560
1n the county of Ki 164 in the county ol y
140 in Albany, 136 in Erie, 106 in Kenssclaer, 90 in
Ontario, 85 in (Jueens, 66 in Moaroe, b9 in i’nlel,
56 in Columbia, 36 in Greene, 28 in each of the
counties of Orange and Schobarie, 27 in Suflolk,
23 in Saratoga, end 16 in Steuben. For their sup-
ron the sum of §11,450 44 has been mpportioned
rom the public money of the several counties and
towns in which they are located; and §776 85 con-
tributed by rate bills by those sending to school.

he existing provisions of law for the establish-
ment and support of this class of schools are quite
inadequate to the increasing wants of those inter-
ested; and | respecifully recommend such further
leginalation in their bel as an enlightened regard
to the intellectual and moral welfare of this portion
of our fellow-citizens eeem le require. Lver
ressonable facility should, in my judgment, be
forded for the tion of separsle schools for
their uge, wherever sufficient numbers exist to war-
raut the establishment of such schools.

The Superintendent deems it his daiy agai

uperintendent deems ut n to
call the attention of the Legislature to &:‘;wmnt
detective system of local supervision. The expe-
rience of the last year has strengthened and con-

firmed the opirion heretofore expressed, that some
other and more efficient agency should be inter-
posed between the several school districts and this

department, than that of the Town Superintendent.
1t 15 utterly impoesible for this class of officers to
fulfil the various importast functions which r-
tain to an uniform, thorough, and well re d
:._mﬂ‘uvmn ﬁ 'r;lwnhmh. This l?nnb;. one el-
ectually onl & county, or at an assem-
bly district ofhcer, mf with the requisite
powere, subject to such restrictions and limita-
tions as may be deemed expedient and necessury.
Whether such officer be chosen by the tenple.
elected by the Town Superintendents, or by the
Board of Supervisors, the local legislature of the
county, is of eecondary importance. He should be
charged with the general eupervision of the achools
of the district or county for which he may be ap-
Fwﬁntgd. vested with exclusive j tion in the
irst inetance, over all school disinet controversies
of every nume and nature, subject toreview by this
department, and required annually to report the
condition of the several schools under hus ¢
with such general suggestions for their improve-
ment and savarcement as he may think requisite
and proper. His compensation should be made a
State and county charge, 1n equal proportions.
The want of such an immediate officer has been
long and severely felt in the administration_of the
general system. It has been found wholly i

be entered into with wmere pretenders, desti-
tute of suituble qualifications, either moral ov
intellectual, and who resort to the business of
teaching aa & meré temporary resource in the pro-
secution of some other trade enlline or prefession.
Every encoursgement should be uiiorded 15 the
thorough, scwrnufic preparation of a body of 1each-
cra of both eexes, and every inducement shoald ba
held out to them to devole their entire time and
energies to the faithiul prosecution of thewr noble
and ueeful prolession. t our schools be rigid!y
clostd pgest wll not thus qualitied and devoted to
thetr ealing, end the demand tor a higher order of
instructors will speedity call torth & corresponding
supply. No education 18 worthy of the name which
does not inclode a full and faithiul develope ment
and direction of the whole moral, intelleetuul, and
physical nature of every child subjecied to us dis-
cipline; and this can be accomplished only by in-
giructors themeelves thoroughly disciplined and
fitted for the tusk, and enthusiastically devoted to
its duties and re mbilities.

An interesting feature in this institution, during
the past year, has been the experiment of educaung
& number of Indian youth of both sexes, with the
view of preparing them for teachers among their
own people. These pupils have evinced a surpris-
ing aptitude for instruction; and at the expiration
of their respective terms will undoubtedly possess
ell the requimte qualifi for communicating
instruction, in all the ordinary branches of common
school education, to the children of the various
tribes with which they are connected, The obliga-
tions incumbent upon the State in ite dealings with
the scattered remnant of this interesting people,
within our borders, cannot be more wtoel_{nud be-
neficially performed, than by thus placing them
upon & footing of intelle and moral equality
with their white brethren, through the :g:ncy of
an institution designed for the benefit of the entire

counties of the State, so far as can

rising generation.
TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.
In moet of the

be ascertained from the reports trapsmitted to this
department, no institutes have been held during the
yeur; returns have been received from three or

‘our ceunties only; and it is believed that no efforta
fhave bcen made in the majority of the counties to
assemble the teachers in accordance with the pro-
visions of the existing law in this respect.
Thus state of things is much to be etted. In
conjunction with the State Normal l, the pe-
riodical assemblage of the several teachers of each
county, fora few weeks prior to the commence-
ment of their spring and Pﬂi terms, 1s caleulated to
produce the most beneficial results upon the im-
provement of the schools by eleu:z.nn& the qualifica-
tions of their instructors, and { ng them
with the bestand most improved modes of teaching.
The law should, 10 the judgment of the Supern-
tendent, be so amended as to secure these results,
in the most efficient practicable mode. The ap-
propriations to the respective institutes should be
increased the duty of convening and organiz-
ing them devolved upon some oflicer officially con-
nected with ghe common echools, instead of the

county clerks.
SCHOOL JOURNAL,

The tacilities afforded by this periodical for com-
municating with the itants and officers of t}
several districts, throughout the State, and with
the severul town superintendents, are such as
sbundantly to justily the continuance of the appro-
priation heretofore made for its publication. Iathe
absence of such an orgen of commuaication, the
department would be compelled 1o ncur a heavy
expenditure, far surpassing the amount of the ap-
E.mpﬂatinn. in the printing and postage of circu-

1s. The experience of -the lust tenor twelve
years, during which the journal hasbeen published,
has satislactorily established its utility and umport-
ance, not onlz as the official channel of communi-
cation with the school districts, but as the reposi-
tory of valusble mformation connected with the
advancement and improvement of our system of
publiclinstruction.

REVISION OF THE SCHOOL LAWS.

The numerous and important alterations and
amendments which have been made in the school
law, since the year 1847, when the various statutes
in relation to common were consolidated
apd re-enacted, imperatively require & revision and
republication of the entire act as amended, together
with such expositions, instructions, and fonnl, as
muy be deemed necessary and proper to anrrioléa
vanous provisions into pnmlulpe et throughout
the State. A full and complete digest of the u-i:-‘

tienble for the State Superintendent to keep up such
u correspondence with the nine huodred wwa su

perinteudents us isabsolutely requisite to the effi-
cirucy and success of the eystem. There 18, conse-
quently, un entire absence of concert or co opern-
tion between the school officers of any one gounty,
to #ay nothing of the Swte at large. ere are no
means by which the various improvements of the
age, i the art and science of education, cen be
generally made known and introduced into the
gteat body of vur schools; and it must be obvious to
the most tlecting that instead of eamng,
our elementary institutions must continually, under

euch influences, retrograde in value usefui-
Dess.

The great increase of litigation which has growa
out of provisions of the iate wet of 18449, serves

aleo to exhibitin & stn point of view the want
of pome adequete locul tnbuael for the adjustment
and eettic ment, without costs to either party, of the
varous questions which are constantly pressnting
themselves for determination.  Trustees, and other
officern of achool distriets, with the exeeption of the
collector, are required to periorm the various, labo-
rious, r-rpkxm , and responsible duties devolved
upen them by law, without compensation. They
are compelled to give their services when ealled
upon by the inhabitants of their district, and sub-
ectrd to heavy fines in case of refusal to serve,
'nder such circumstances, it is both unjust and
oppressive that they should be subjected 1o an ex.
peogive and harresing procees of litigation, in the
performance of the vanous functions thus devolved
upon thein 1t is true, the respective tribunala be-
fore which they may be cited, Liave power to ex-
empt them from the puyment of costs, where it ap-
prars on the trial that they have acted in good
faith; but it is obvious that this exemption can
resch only w small part of the expenses, and nooe
of the vexation trouble, incurred by them in
their defence. Ultimately, oo, these expenses may |
be made a charge against the distriet; but in the |
m antime they are subjected to all the embarrass-
ments and burdens incideat to an angry and pro-
tracted course of litigntion, without any adequate
protectiom. A local officer or tnbunal, vested with
exclusive jnnediction in all eases of controversy
trisiog oul of the school lawe, and wathorized to
make a final decision, subject to reviw by this
deparument oo appeal, and without cesis to cither

efhicient mode for the settlement of s increasing |
clues of yoestions,

In eomnectivn with this subject, the atiention of
the Legislature s respecifally requested to the [
propriety of a formal re-epnctment of the provision
vnnl‘rmuin appeliate junsdictioa upon this depart-
ment. By » mere elerieal error of the engrossing
clerk, the seotion referred to was included in the |
repenling cluuse of chapter 352 of the laws of 1519, |
anendatory of the general school law. Aad al-
though the attention of the Legislature, at i1 last
seesion, wan directed to the subjeet, no I« finitive |
netion was had, in consequence of the (ulure of |
the bill introduced for the amendment of the free |
school law. The Superintendent has continued,
up to the present penod, to eatertain arpnill. as |
heretofors, without objection or eomplaiat from
nny quarter. |

NORMAL SCHOSY,
This institution is rapidly and steadily incrensing |
in vsefulpese and popular taver. The report of the |
executive committer, which will be laid before the
Legislature at an early day, will show the progress
which has been made in it administration, ita pre-
#ent eondition and probable luture prospecis,
K None of the instrumentalities provided by our
common school system, are, in tlt:‘ judgment of
the Superintendent, cmh‘o of accomplishing
greater permanent improvement in our elementary
wstitutions of learming than this. The annual tho-
rough preparation of from one to two hundred
qualinied teachers, of both sexes, and their distri-

10 excite n taste in the minds of the g for
reading and reflection.  In the lbﬂm.m:'"n,
of any efficient looal supervision, there is too much
m-: to believe :’h;l rlliun' frg these librarics are
culpably neglected by those olficers, whose apecial
duty iIIL 1o take charge of them; nod that :".".q
Targe ﬂrﬂlm‘l of the benefita which might other-
wise Le derived from them, are thus lost to the in-
thabitants of the districts  lojudich

thi hont the different sections of the
Sate, is well ealenlated to infuse an e'sment of |

ing pro of law, with the neccesary forms
instructions, embracing a concise statement of all
the decisions of the scvoral superintendents now in
foree under sach head, a full abstract ot the various
local laws, and a brief’ history of the system from
ite origin te the t poriod, has been prepared
under the direation of department, snd will be
published am scon us may be after the Legislature
shell have aken definitive action on the
amendments that may be submitte d toits considera-
tion du the preseat pession. A copy of a simi-
lar work, published in 1844, was directed to be
placed in ench district library of the State, for the
use of the inhabitants and officers of the several
districts und towns, the exjpense of which was de-
frayed from the Library Fund; and [ respectfully
rrk nd a lar d ition of the present
work.

FREE SCHOOLS. .

The history of the past year, in reference to this
great enterprise, has been one of mingled trivm
und dissster. The principle incorporited in the
* Act for the establishment of free schoois through-
out the State,’’ has been again subjected to the test
of public opinion. In therr almost unanimous ap-
proval of that prineiple, in the canvass of 1849, the
electors very fenen!lr overlooked the specific de-
tails of the bill submitted to their sanction, confid-
ing in the disposition of the Legislature o modify
such ol its leatures as mi?hl be practically objec-
tionable. Serious obstacles to the succeesful ope-
ration of the law presented themselves nlmost upon
the threshold of its administration. The boards of
ety ao s | we iwa one-hall the counties of
the Swte, had adiovmed their annual sessions be-
fore the act took efleet, without making the appro-
pristion required by its provisiens, leaving the seve-
ral school distriets to sustain @ most unequal and
oppressave burden of raxation for the support of
their schools,

Inequalities in the veluations of taxable property,
contributed Jin many loculities ferently to aggrava e
this burden, and n epirit of opposition to the new
Inw, inflamed by its determined opponents, mani-
fested iloelf st the primary distriet mectings, and
too often resulted in the entire rejection of the esti-
mntes prepared by the trustees, and the limitation
of ihe term of sohool to the lowest possible period
authorized by law.  Appeals were assiduously
mude to the cumdllg of the heavy tax payere—their
Interestn sought to be arrayed against that of their
le#s favored biethren, and nguinst the interests of
thewr children ; ther ione stimulated by the
real inequalities ns wrll an fagcied injustice of the
burdens imposed by the new law, were readily en-
listed ngainst every atiempt to carry it into operas
tien. Numerous petitions were seatto the Legis-
lature rnn for its repeal or for such amendments
s might remder 1t more geaerally ncoepiable.

It was ohvious that the jaw was liable to just and
serions ohjections, and that it did net meet with
that genera! approval which wae neceseary to en-
sure ita suocess. Under these circamstances the
friends of the new system were a the first to
concede the defects of the bill, and while m‘-lal
the preservation of the fundamental principle whicl
itinvolved, were anxionsly solicitous so to modily
the details of the measure as to obviate all its ob-
noxious features. At their suggestion, and with
their co-operation, bills were iutre into both
branches of the Legislature, providing for a gene-
mal and equitable system of te or county taxes
tion, tor the of renderiog the common
schools free 1o all, dispensing with the necessity of
a district assessment, ont of which the pﬂugrl
embarosement had onginated. In the Assembly
the measures thus proposed were approved by a
lurge majority ; the Semate did not concur in the
action of the House, but sent to the Fouse a bill
proposing a re-submission of the law to the peopls.
At the close of the session, snd when it became evi-
dent that no modification of the obmoxious law

could be obtained, this bill received the assent of
the Houpe.
Hy the a of this measure, the friends of

free schools foundgthemselves in a very embarrass-

advancement, the benefits of which can ly
be over estimated.  The low stand urd of qualifica-
tion heretofore so generally prevalent, attended as
it has been, and bnder mmilar circumstances must
continue to be, with a constantly deereasing stand-
rrd of wages, has constituted the most serious im-
pedlmlm to the intellectual and moral progress of

books are also not unfrequently made by the trns-
teen, and the library funds committed to their
chn squandered npon worthless or worse than
worthless publications. The at'eatinn of the Le.
@islature (s 1
of such & modification of the law in this respeet,
an shall more eflectually secure the efficiency
utility of these inatitunons.
The Superintendent begs leave to repewjthe sug-
on ® in the last anouval report from this
wnent, in reference (o the rtpﬂ‘llﬂ gy of sup-
@lying each distriet library of the State with a
of Webster's unabridged American Dietioa-
. It ie in every respect quite desirnble that our

ctiully requested to the expediency |
| meniary education,

| prﬂmltl‘

wtandirda of orthography and orthoepy should be |

@0 far ne ;«lﬂblc unitorm throughout the Srate;
public opinion eems to have concentrated
imell with very geasral uulllm::‘y

upon thoss som-
prieed in this work. A portion

the library fond

might not innppropriately be devoted to this im- |

porisnt object

| our

This impediment can be removed
only by & systematic movement in the o te di-
rection —a movement which the normal school has
thus far successinlly aceomplished.

It must be manifest to every enlighteaed mind
that the utility and sucoess of any system of ele-
however theoretically perfect,
are dependent almost exclusively npon the ~harae-
ter, attainments and praction] qualifica’ ons o the
teachers placed in charge of the school. If the
standard in this respect 19 low; if indi-
viduals of doubtful moral eharmeter, or slender 1n-
tellectonl acquirements, find their way into these
institutions through the neglect or indifference of
parents ond employers, the injury thereby inflieted
upen the (uture interests of those who are subjectod
to the inflaence of this class of teachers in irre-
parable. There ia reason to believe that those
officets npon whom the duty examining and
lieensing teachers i de

are far too hﬂgm.--
mily remise in that striet h'ﬂwﬂ. of
characier and attainments, which should o all

ing pesition. They were sompelled either to give
their votes and influenee in favor of the continuance
of & law, some of the distinetive features of which
were ot variance both with their wishes and dndﬁ
ment, or, by sanctioning its repeal, hazard t
|:1n¢'-1p!ehrlnwh ::: been dflihﬂh tl:‘!r ndupwl‘e by
the Legisiniure, l;mvrd emphatic ¢x-
|,-rru|:n of l:lh pul}lic :f“LI Tze m:;c thus pre-
sented could not fail ng grestly misappre-
hended.  While the elegtors a!umd IL renawed
trintmph of the principle involved, there can be no
doubt that thousands of votes were oast for the re-
penl of the law, by citizens who desired only ita
smendment, and who would have recorded their
suflrages in favor of a system of free schools pro-
perly guarded, had the of the ballot permitted
them to do so,

1t remanine, then, for the Legislature to give effi-
cacy 1o this renewed expression of the lar will,
by 'Iu;‘ c-:l?mullnu‘ law w;iell rhall drm
engrafi the free school principle upon our e
rystetn of primary education, and, at the same
time, prmove all jost canse ofmlnlal AR to the
ine .,:.my :Hnnlm, lhnﬂ|ct t:xm has !veelu
found to be unjust, unequal and oppressive. [t
rhould, therefore, at onee be abandon: d, wo far an
the ordinary sapport of the schools is concerned.
The funds necessary for the nt of teachers’
weges, in addition to the received from the

Treasury, should be provided either by a m‘llpl-;lﬂf_lhﬂ -M ;lnll-o-ﬁ-

levied on real and
11y, secording toa fixed and ugiform wm
of valuston, by & county and town 1ax levied und
assessed in the sume manner, or by such a combi-
nation of these three modes as might be deemed
most expedient and judicions.
he common schools of the State should be d--

clared free to every resideat of the respective dis.
triets, of the proper age to partici in their bege-
fita ; and their support should be made a charge

upon the whole property either of the State at

large, or of the reepective counties and towas in |

which they are situated.

The bill which the Assembly at its last
gegpion, jrovided for the levying of aa ennual tax
of $560 000 on the real and personal property of the
State, vecording to the assessed valuation of such
property, gnd for the dwstribution of 1he sgrezate
pmoun’ £0 to be reised, among the several counties
and towns of the State, according to the number of
chitdien, of proper school age, residing in each.
T his sun, tegether with the amount anouslly ap-
portioncd frum the revenue of the common s¢hool
tund, would, it was supposed, be sufficicut for the
suppoit of the several schools of the Sue during
un aversge period of eight mounths in each year.
The whule pmovnt expended for tenchers’ wages,
during the year 1849, was §1 322,696 21, to which
is 1o be added an ageregate amouat of §110,000 for
library purposos, ing in the whole §1, 132,696 24.
The Supermtendent, however, enteriains no doubt
that the umovmt proposed to be raised by the bill
referred 1o, wnjnucl.ion with the State appro-
priation, the enue from which is rapidly and
steadily increasing, will be amply adequute to the
payment of teachers’ wages for the average tn
of time during which the schools have heretofore
been taught, end to the annual and adequate re-
plenishment of the libraries and necessary apparatus
in the schools. i

Under the present defectively administered sys-
tem of aseessment, however, such a tax will ope-
rale nq unequally in diflerent sections of the

. The standard of valuation, both of real and
personel property, varies, as is well known, in
nearly every county of the State; while in some it is
estimated at its fair and full market value; in
it is at three-fourths, two-thirds, and
sometimes as low &s one-half its actual value. If,
therefore, the existing standard of valuation is to
be made the basis of the apportionmen! of the pro-
posed tax, it is manifest that a very unjustand op-
pressive burden will be cast upon” those counties
where the aesessment is in strict accordance with
the provisions of law, tor the benefit of those sec-
tions in which its requirements are evaded by an
arbit standard of valuation.

The distribution of money when raised, serves
likewise to render this disproportion still more mani-
fest, that being based upon the population accord-
ing to the last g census of the respective
counties. To exhibit the practical operation of this
system, a table has been constructed under the di-
rection of the department, and is ?E“ﬂ' to the
present report, (see l|§eu x,) by which it will be
seen that the city of New York, with a population
of 371,228, according to the last census, and a val-
uation of real and pereonal property amountiog in
the aggregate 1o 51! » contributes .&.-
295 38 annually as her proportion of the Statwe tax,
while ghe will be entiled to receive only §114,-
020 33 us her share of its proceeds ; the couat
Dutchess, with a lation of &5, lﬂ*ud av
tien of ';is,ssoﬂmmm 92, und
ceives only $16,981 86 ; thecounty of Kings, with a
m}uhm of 75,691, and a valuation of about §$40,-

,000, contributes’ §47,940 21, and receives only
$24,170 83, a diminution of nearly one-half; the
county of , With & population of 47,578,
and a valuation ofﬂl.ﬂl&w%mﬁhmfﬂ.msf
apd receives only $14,613 12; and the counties of
Livingeton, Ontario and Queens, each receive a
cons) nbiy less amount than they contribute.
On the other hand, every other county ia the State
receives an equal or & greater amount itis
called upon to contribute. The county of Allega-
ny, with a population of 40, and & valuation of
.;,m.dﬁ. raisen §4,609 93, and receives nearly
three times that emount, or $12,812 25 ; the coun-
ty of jChenango, with aYpopulation nearly , the
same, and & veluation] of §10,786,131, raises
§6,1569 22, end receives §1 73 ; the coun-
U%B of Delaware, with a population of 37.-

‘,‘mnd a dvnhmlinll 'ﬂfm :s&a‘t,ﬂu, raises

y 26, and receives ; the coun
:: Greene, with a population of 32,000, and a m.z
von of $2,7 raises , and receives
9,515 95; the countv of Jeflerson with a popula-
tion of 65,000 and & valuation of 7,200,881, raises
gﬂ,&ﬂ 54, and receives §19,965 17; the county of

t. Luwrence with a d;upuiu'wn of 62,354, and &
valuation of §3,087,629, rai
ceives §19,152 78,

raises §1,308 83, and re-
tween four and five times
more than she contributes; the county of Schoha-
rie with a population of 32,488, and a valuation of
1,517,504, raises §2,158 25,and receives §9,979 06,
an excess of nearly hve times the ameunt contnbu-
ted; aud the counties of Steuben, Tomphkine and
Ulester, receive from twice 0 three times the
amount contributed by each. These discrepancies,
it 18 cbvious, 10 gresl measure, grow vut i the
existing inequalitirs in e respeciive etandards o
valuztion wdopted in the several couaties, an
ehould the Legislature deem it expedient to l.‘jlm
the aunual support of the schools, over and above
the revenue of the school fund, upon the taxable
property of the Stute, and to retmin the existfog
mode of distribution, tte necessity of devisiog
seme mode by which the standar | of valuation
should be as nearly as practicable uniform through-
out the State, will apparent.  If this can be ge-
complished, or if the dismibution of the funds rais-
edwere directed (o be made upon the same bans
with the appertionment of the tax, there caa be no
doubt, in t&c judgment of the Superintendent, that
& State tax for the support of our ¢ I
will prove the simplest, most eflicient and benefi-
cial mode ol providing for the object in view: the
establishment and maintenagce of a system of free
school education, in accorduace with expressed
wishes of the inhabitants of the State.

1i, however, this were found impracticable, the
same resuli may be obtained by requiring the Board
of Supervisors of erch county of the State to raise
Iwice the umount apportioned to the county, as &
county tax, and levy an equal amount as » town
tax, inthe mode prescnbed by the existing law,
which requires only an equal wmount to be Ieviﬂl
us a county nnd town tax ctively. This pro-
vizion would simply increase the amount of school
money, now by’ lnw required to be raised, one-
third, while it would eatirely dispense with dintrict
taxation, lor the current support of the schools.
Inegnalities o the standard of valuaiion adopted by
the rewpective covnties wonld, in this case, prove
unjust and burdencome to pone, as the existing law
has made complete provison for the adjusiment of
tuch inequalities in the case of joint distncts formed
from perts of two ef more counties or towns, The
whole amount of taxable property of each county
would coninbute, in cqual and fair proportions, to
the support of the schools located within its terri-
tory ; and the angry dissessions growing out of the
necessity of district taxation, the froittul sonres of
nearly nil the oppoeition which has been made to
the existiug law, would be averted.

In upl-wn-ning the public mouney, and the money
ruiged by o county or State tax anong the several
school districis, the Superintendent s of opinion
that pome mwore ellectoal provision thuu now exists,
should be e for the smaller and weaker dis-
tricte, upon whom the burden of supporting a
school for any considerable lenagth of ume dorin,
the year, is prcoliarly oppeessaive. 11 a specilie
amuunt—sny, for instance, fifty dollars—were re.
quired to be apportioned to every duly organized
district whove report for the preceding year shall
be found in accordance with law, leaving the ba-
lence to be apportioned according to the number of
children between the sges of four and twenty-one
yenrs residiog in the district, the pecessary en-
coursgement would be allorded to every district,
however limited ity means, or however spare its
population, while ample resources would be lefi for
the larger and more ;;'rpulouu distriets.  The seve-
ral districts being thus forgished with adequate
funds for the maintensnee of efficient schools
during an average g.eﬂnd of eight months in each
yeur, the trustees should be perrr.nplnﬂl{ required
1o expend the moneys thus placed at their disposal
in the employment of suitably qualiftied teachers, for
such a length of time as those means muy justify.

on A ment would, 1t libehe\'rd. prove
almost universally acceptable to the people of the
State. The principle involved has repeatedly re-
ceived the panction of public sentiment. It 18 10
sceordunce with the enlightened spirit of the age.
It is the only system compatible with the genlus
and spirit of our republican institutions. It s not
n novelty, now for the first time sought to be en-
grafted upon our legislation, but a principle recog-
nized and carried into practieal operation in our
sister State of Massachusetts, from the earliest
period of ite colonial history—identified with her
greatness and rity, her influence and her
wealth, and transplanted from her soil 10 that of
some of the youngest States of the Union.

In each of our own cities, and in many of our
Inrfn villages, it has been established and success-
fully sustained by the general approval of their
citizens; and wherever it has obtained a foothold,
it has never been abandoned. It is only requisite
to adjust the details of the system, equitably and
fuirly, 10 enmmrul. it to the tion of every
gu«r citizen un the noblest :ﬁlldlnm and most
effectual support of our free inatitutions.

existing law has excited a degree of i
tion which was not anticipated, bat it is believed
that it has wn out of the defects of the law,
rather than from any prevailing hostility to the
principle of free n:ltot-{n.

No law can be successfully and prosperously
erdministered under our government, which does
not receive the gencal a val of the people. It
in the eamest desire, therefore, of the Superin.
tendent, that the present law should be so amended
nm to proviuce greater equaliiy—to remove all rea-
somnhle %-:wld of eorplaint, and 1o render our
F!nl system of education more efficlent and use-

u

The idea of universal education ie the grand cen.
trel iden of the age,  Upon this broad and com e
heusive busis, 3&9 expercnce of the pusi, ail the

of
u‘
re-

..,T and for the future, must rest.
Our forefathers have transmitted to usa noble ia-
heritance of national, intellectual, moral, and reli-
gious freedom. They have confided our as
& people to our own hands. Upoa our individual
and cembined intelligence, virtue and patriotism,
rests the solution of the great problem of self-go-
vernment. We should be untrue to ourselves, un-
true to the memory of our statesmen and
unirue to the cause o[ liberty, of civilization
humanity, if we neglected the assiduous cultiva-
tion of those means by which alone we can secure
the realization of the hopes we have excited. Those
means are the universal education of our future ci-
tizews, without discrimination or distinction.
Wherrver in onr midst 2 humon heing exists, with |
capacitive and faculties to be developed, inproved,
culva'ed, and girected, the aveaues of knowledge
ehould be freely opened, wnd every facility afforded
10 their uuresinicted entrunce Iygnnnnee should
no more be countenanced than vice and crime.
The ooe leads almost inevitbly 1o the olher.
Banish )gnorunce, and i its stead inteoduce intelli-
prace, ecience, koowledge, sod mereasing wisdom
und eulightenment, aml you remove, in most cases,
all those ucentives to idlenese, vice, and crime,

S— m‘
The Cuba Invasion Trials at N

’ In the U, 5. Ciremit art. 2w
[From the New Orleans Deits, Jan. 4.]

UNITED STATES V5. JOHN

At the opening of the cour X y Mol
e wa‘u‘? tum.“ utor gy o
n, . Benjamieg
should retire from o

E:‘.“. of the judielary

goverament; but there was mo prooft
cutive interference had besn brought to besr oa this
case. The Distriet Attorney w oonduat this case
under the supervision of the ceurt, who would ses thak
the nocused had s falr trisl—that there was ne oppres-
tion in the prosscution. There had been no correds
pondence between vbie executive und this court, on this
eubject. Ie eould not however, deny the right of the
Distriet Attorney 1o call other counsel to his aid. in
onse which would involve an samount of physical snd
Intellectunl labor beycnd Lhe capacity of one man. The
District Attorney would be responsible for this sssis-

test counsel. This Court would not have anythiog te
do with thie Tes of this counssl, sand only looksd to him
ua part of the proscontion—an suxiliary employed by
the Distriot Attoruey to ald hlm. Ofcourse, the tlourt
wonld not allow the Distriet Attorney to employ toe

many covnsel, or to oppress the socused in any

which pow produce such & frightful harvest of re.
trilution, misery, and wretchedness. ducate
every child * o the top of his faculiics,” and you
not valy secure the commupity agaiost the depre.
dation of the igporant and the ciriminal, but you
bestow upon it, instead, productive aruzins, good
citizens, upn'*hljuronm magistrates, enlightened
statesmen, scienufie discoverers and inventors, and
the dispensera of a pervnd‘mq mliue:;i._w in favor of

menper Judge McCalelb then reterred to the sutho-
rities, and commented on them. The case of Mr
Webster, in the prosecution of Kup& did not lnvolve
the point raised in this case. Mr. Webster was por-
mitted to ap in the prosecution st the request of
the Attorney ienersl, on sssurance that he re-
eoived nu fee a8 private prosscutor. whioh would bs &
viciation of & special statute of Massachusetts. Ile
then referred Lo the case of Mr. Wirt, on the trial of
Auron l:}m. which, he sald, had been entirely misun-

honesty, virtue, and true g 88, Lducate every
child physically, morally, and intellectually, fiom
the age of four to twenty-one, end many of your
prisons, penitentiaries, and alms houses will be con-
vertrd into schools of industry and temples of seci-
ence ; and the immense amount now contributed for
their maintenance and support will be diverted into
far more profitable channels. Educate every
child—not superficially—not partially-- but tho-
rou&lltﬂy; develope equally hedthful]{ every
faculty of his nature, every capability of his being,
#nd you infuse & new and invigorating eiement info
the very life blood of civilization—an ¢lement which
will ditluse itself throughout every vein and artery
of the social and political system, puri ing,nmnﬂ-
ening, end regeamtl.nﬁ.‘ all its tmg ded, eleval
its agpirations, and clothing it with a power equ
to every demand upon its vast energies and re-
gources.

These are some of the results which must follow
in the train of & wisely matured and judiciousl

there was no fuct or statement showing that

en;‘.“\:ln considered that h: uﬁ:uul in m“;m-—
w amicus ouree, or that ppear

ald odl lh!l‘:;mncntl.l;n'm been umdultllimd‘ ve- :, the :
cured, 4 omse was contested with great vebhe
and it may be tl_t:: for |unlhd ;h-l‘t?. J.';u:ém

e 1 PP n the p ion would
have been denied if there had been any legal objeotion
to it. Besldes. there were other parties pomsessing
rights aa well 88 the sooused. The people have am
Interest in the execution of the laws. The exvoutlve,
too, Is under an obligation to ees that the laws are

executed, and to ald the District Attoroeye in the
same. There were many matters in which it was neoes-
sary for the District Mborn:{r:o consult the executive
department, and act by ita ctions Ju MoCaleb
reterred to many cases in which, in this and the Btate
urts, asel t | Lad been employed to aid
the proseentor. He reterred to Mr. Moise’s sppear-
ance In saversl prosecutions in this Court. in sid of
Geueral Downs; to the case of Gayarre, tried for mur-
der, in the Criminal Court of this eity; the case of
Jud'l‘ﬂ.'lhl.mnn. in Kentucky, where Mz, Ilnrdin

orgenized system of universal educaton. They
are not i.maﬁlnuy. but sober inductions from well
anthenticated facts—deliberate coneclusions fromn
established principles, sanctioned by the concurrent
testimony of experienced educators and eminent
slatesmen and philanthropists. If names are
needed to enforce the lesson they teach, those of
Washington, and Franklin, end Hamilten, and Jef-
ferson, and Clinton, with ninng array of patriots and
etatesmen, may be cited. If facta are required to
ilustrate the ¢ between and
crime, let the official returns of convictions in the
several courts of the State for the lastten years be

P the pr and where his right tot
#0 waa strongly cemmented on  He sheuld therofere
rule In favor of Mr PBenjamin's right to assist the
Distriot Atlorney.

Mr. Henderson stated that the Court might mentien
& great many other cuses, but they wers cases im
which the stunt oounsel was employed by the Dis-
triot Astormey : but he dJefled the court or any
else to show s eingle case in which such employmemt
bad ever] beeu made at the instauce of the govera.

ment,

Judge McCaleb stated that be knoew of nc such
ohse,

Mr. lienderson desired the statement of Mr. Hunton,
that he was suthorized by the E tive to em
Mr. Besjamin, to d on the minutes, and

the instructive 1 be

examined, s
Ot of nearly 28,000 persons convicted of crime,
but 128 had enjoyed the benefita of a good common
school education ; 414 only had what the returuing
officers charactenze as a “tolerable’” share of learn-
ing ; and of the residue, about one-halif only could
either read or write. Let similar statistics be
Euheml from the wretched inmates of our poor-

cuse eptablishments, and similar results would
undoubtedly be developed. 1s it net, therefore, in-
oommbly better, as a mere prudential question of
politicsl economy, to ample means for the
education of the whole community, and to bring
those meens within the reach of every ¢hild, than
to impose a much larger tax for the protection of
that community against the depredations of the
ignom:i’lha idle, and the vicious, and for the sup-
port of the imbecile, the though and Intem-
perate 1

Every

ideration i with the present
and future welfare of the community—every dic-
tate of an enlightened humanity—every impulse
of an enlarged and comprehenasive apirit of philan-
thropy, combine in faver of the adoption eof this
great principle. Public sentiment has declared in
s favor. The new States, which, within the past
few years, have been added to the confederacy,
have adopted it as the basis of their system of pub-
lic instruction; the older States, as one by one
the m.ure-mcomucung thewr - ntal laws
and constitw are lﬂgl.fl.l.ll e same prine
upon their institutions. Shall %len York, in t
noble enterprise of education, retrace her steps !
Shall she disappoint the high hopes and expecta-
tions she has excited, by receding from the ad-
vanced pesition she now occupies in the van of
educutional imprevement ! Her past career, in all
those elements which ‘o to make up the easential
wealth and greatpess of & people, has been one of
progress and uninterrupted expansion, Her far
secing legislators and statesmen, uninfluenced by
the shepticiim of the timid, the iguarant, and the
fuithless, and unawed by the denunciations of the
hostile, prosecuted that great work of internal im-
yrovement which will forever illustrate the pride
wnd glory of her political history. The rich results
of (ke experiment thus boldly ventured upon have
vindicated their wisdom. !s the developement of
the intellectual and moral resources of her millions
of future citizens an object of less interest, demand-
ing u less devoted consecration of the energies of
her people, and wortky of a less firm and uncom-
jromising perseverance 1

Disre garding the feeling of the &?‘“l hour, and
leoking only to the future, will consciousness
of having laig the foundation for the universal edu-
cation of our people be a less pleasing subject of
contemplation than that of hav i in re-
plenishing the coffers of their wealth ?

In couclusion, the Superintendent cannot feel
that be has fully met the responsibility devolved
upon him by his official relations to the schools of
the Stale, were he to fail in again urg'uu; upon the
Ly gislature the defivite adoption of this beneficent
meuasure.  Let its details be so adjusted as to bear
cqually upon all, oppressively upon none. Let
every discordant element of strite and passion be
removed from the councils of the districts, let the
neceseary aeressment for the great object in view
be diffused over the vast aggregate of the wealth
and ruperly of the State. Then let tenche
wort r of the nome, teachers iotellectually an
muorally qualitied for the discharge of their high
and responsible duties, dispense the benelits and
nches of education, equally and imparially, to the
eight hundred thousand children who unnually
u-n‘l&:‘fgnle within the district school room.

children of the rich and the poor, the hizh
and the low. the native und the foresgner, will then
participale ulike ia the inexhausutle treasures of
wtelleet; they will commence their career upon »
footing of equality, under the fostering guardinn-
thip of the State, and will graduslly npen o en-
lightened and useful citizeus, prepared for il the
varied duties of life, and for the full enjoyment of
all the blersings incident to humanity

Cunisrernen Moraax,

Superintendent of Common Schools

New Publications Rec Ived at the Herald
OMce During the Past Weook.

Bino's Byw Viewor Nuw Yonn ano Meooxeyw - Jehn
Bachwan, 216 William street  One of the most beanti-
ful views of New York and Brooklyu that ever osme
under our notice

hl‘lllr'rll\'\l or Te Awemican Tssrivven rom ™R
Yean 1849,

Bt Lovexn. on vie Trnwavs or Lore, by Rlohard B,
Kimballi - G P. Putesm. 166 Broadway. It is un-
uneecssnry for ua to speak of the excelisncs of this
werk, fer this is the third sdition— » tact which earries
eommentary with It. The present odition s vory
handeemiely got up.

Tue Isversarionat Macasive von Jawvanr: Biringer
& Towneend. An exesl

Masmonamon or vk Kisw or Jessy Liso, by N P,
Willis: R E. Peterson, Philadeiphis. A very inter.
esting acoount of Jenny Lind, from bher birth to the
present time,

La Meenor, s BEpanish novel Parts 1 and 2 This
promises to be & very luteresting work, and we have
no doubt it will meet with an extensive sirculstion

Tue 8acnen Bowawren, by Peter Ruttan umte
of the New ¥ork Institution for the Blind. We eom-
mend this (1itle work to the publie. 1t in & asllestion
of sncred pomgn. set 10 musie, and adapied to all de-
nominstions of Christiscs 1t contalos & great dowl of
merit., The style of the songs I8 striotly ssored, and
the harmeny I8 pleasing.

Tue Poomos axp rie Ponrrass —a discourse de.
liversd by the Rev, George B Chesver, D D, on lnst
Thaukegiviug day.

Toe Pensrs ano Beconiry or ovn Covsrny—a sarmon
deliversd by Rev. E. B Porter, in Williamabuargh
doseph C dandar. 80 Grand sireet, Willlamesburgh,
An snosllent disecurss. which should be in the hands
of “"J person,  Too many of such sermons could aot
be published

e Bow s Ruview von Jawyany @ Berford & Oo , Now
York, A very valuable number of & vory waluable
work.

Baowxson s Ruview som Jawcany: Benjamin I
Greens, Boston

Bravew ov veBlon A W Bonr on e Conemimorron
asp tie Usron : Thomas Hitchie, Washington,

Toe Hisvone, Avrmonity, aso s o escs or Buarear

o looturs daliversd by J. B Forguson, A. M, in the
Virst Preshyterinn Chureh, Nasbville

Toe Law Ampive Covpormnen avo tie Hionen Law
Conmsvinnew, (8 disoourse,) Ly Bev. B T, Bpear, of
Hrocklyn

At Hare 1o rie Lawp (musls) written by Major
Riebardson * Biooe thow has rebbed me of my
beart,” (music) by the sams author J E. @ould &
Co, 307 Brosdway

Tue Rurnosra Porsa, (musie)
G50 Brosdway

Ax @uy, nddressed to the Amerioan Natlon, by an
Adopled Citieen, (musie) @ Firth & Pond Franklia
Square,

Unitt nnoen. (masle) - Jeques & Rrother, 283 Bread-
a

wer Prace Oupmrian s Faorn avo Hees, 0 the title
of mbhook whieh will be published in & tow days by
John 8 Tagler, of Naman strost. Wa heliove thin re-
markabis book will sause not e iittlo eensation in the

Jajues & Tirother,

ruliglovs worud,

his t the right of Mr, Benjamin so te
tered on the minutes as over-

Wanld

ruled.

The follawing in & copy of Mr. Ilenderson's motiom,
and the ruling of the ceurt  —

The United Staten, ve. John Henderson—Indicted for
mmu;ﬂn Neutrality Laws —On the ?Glll‘ of this
ense, J. P, Benjumin Esq.app d to aid in the pross-
cution of the case, to which the defendant, Hendersem,
ohjected; when it was stated by Logan Hunton, Haq.,
the Distriet Attorney of the United Sctates, that Mr
Bepjamin was employed by him on the suthority of the

a:-::tln Departmeat of the Government of the Uai-
| s,

And op this specisl cause dil thessid defendant them

object, that sal 'y Benjamin should not appear

to ute. Whereupon. and on argument heard. tne
cnm sdjudge that eaid Benjsmin bad right to
on smployment, as authorized, and did ov
fendant’s objectivn in that behalf,

The jurors were then called ‘—

W. L. Cockrill was sworn.

F Evans being preposed, waa sworn on his veir dare,
snd asked, by Mr Ilenderson. if he tormed say
opinion on the matter now before Lhe coart

Mr Fvans stated that he had read the procesdiage
cursorily in the papers. but be never formed opinions
UPeD mere DeWSPApET stalemenuts

Mr Henderson—Then you msy be sworn. Mr. Kasss

WAl AWOrn.

P. H. Fell was then called.

Mr. Henderson objeoted that the jurors were not
called In the order of the list given to him.

Mr Hunton stated that there was no rule requiring
the aocused Lo be served with a copy of the punel. [He
did pot care In what order they were calied

Judge MeCsleb thought they should be called in the
order of the pupel us served,

The Marrhal then proceeded to oall the pamsl A
great many of the jurors were absen!; a good msay
wers firemen, and some were forvlgnors.

Judge MeCaleb —It will be lmposaible to havs juries,
wufter swhile under these e and other vxemplons.

N H Brigham being called appearcd, Yuestioned
on bla suir dive by Mr. Henderson—Ilave you heard
much of ths alieged violation of the neutrality law, s
velation ta the so ealled Cubsn expedition”

Mr. Hrighams —1 bave read something abouat the mat-
or o Lthe papers

Mr lienderson — Have you conversed with any of the
witoeseos sbout this case !

Mr Brigham - I bave not.

Mr. Hepdersom - Have you formed or expremssd an
opimwn in relation to the guilt of the soousd '

Mr. Brigham 1 oever torm opinions, exceps whem
the faets are presented in e rellable shaps. shoald
declde the cnre nocording te the testimony presenied

Mr. Hendereon- | bave oo objection to Mr Brigham.

Mr Brigham was sworn.

Mr. Henderson thea stated that by conssst of
the Distriet Attorey, he would reeall Mr. Cookrill,
who had slready besn sworn. and who it was im
timated, had expressed am opluion on the sahjest,
Mr Henderson stated, that in order so mogerisin the
entire falrners aod impartiality of the juror some It
tude must be allowed in Inierrogatiog him. He,
therefore, proposed to prop d to himn the query,
whether be Lud formed an opinion upon the fact of an
wxpedition to Cuba and upon the guilt of the parties
mplieated in thltup«hltn
t The Distriet Atto:wey objectod Thore was no sm
thority or precedent for such a qaery [la objected to
it nnw bad preeedent. His afirmative snawer to the
uesticn, whetbher a erime had been committed, wouid
vot disqualify bim as u juror It was mers pumplog &
Juror to support a thvory, and went to no practosl
objeot The only proper guestion was whelbhar he
himd formed wn opiniou ss b0 the gulit of innvernos of
the acoured

Mr. Benjamin had antloipated this point, sad
brovwght a desision sxuctly in polat, of Chief Justios
Marsball bn the trlal of Bure.

Mr Hepderson replled  The question was misandar-
stood by Mr Bepjamin

Fioally, it was sgreed that the following quasiion
tbould be propounded to Mr, Cookeill - —

Have you hemrd that there was a military expodition
‘hl: went from this city to the islsnd of Cubs last
sprivg ¥

Hr'ﬁmlrlil I resd it in the nawapapers, aad is
the rxamination betore the gourt  That opinlon would
yield, ot courne, Lo evideace upon whish | could deolde
the puse.

Mr Henderson—Have you expresssd the opinben
that Johm Henderson was gullly, f connseted with
such capedition

Nr Coekrill - I did say so (o & gratleman now ia
court but added Lbat it sotiog am & jucor, | should de
wide the case nooording Lo testimony

Mr Henderson - [s it your belief that T was compll
cated In smid expedition *

Mr Vockelll- 1 believed it on newspaper statement
snd becanes it was not contradieted

Mr Penjamin - Have you formed an opinion on the
gullt or innces nee of Lhe socused. »0 that year mind is
Bot open 1o evidenoe and argument '

Mr Coekrtll - 1 bave nothiog sgainst Mr Hendorsen
1 thought the expndition & vidiation of law

Mr Hendermon— Would you reguite avidencs to re
llnou from your misd the impressions already sxist

“u Cockrill = I thonld require evidence, bul soms-
hing more than ne vepaper avidencs
Mr Hendersom- Wounldn 't It reguire more svidenae

| to make you dbslisre the opinion slreasy tormed !

Mr. CUcokrlil- 1 sourse it would

Mr. Henderson thought the juror eould not be sworn

Judge MoiUnieb deelded that though the gemsral
temor of the juror's answer would Imply that his mind

r was open te evidence thers was A bias and (mpression

on his mind which bad to be removed Mr Usekeil
wanr el naide

B M Norman was called, and in acawer to querien,
tated that he had both formed amd expresssd am
opinion om the guilt or {onocence of the sccused  Ie
wan rejeated

P K. Fell was them called, and being interrogeted,
spawered that he had iormed an opinion on Bews yaper
siatements  Mr Foll was set anide

Uharles Bisughter called, and in snswer 1o the in
uliry if he bad fermed or expresssd an opinion eaid
&U he had fully snd conolurively mads up his mind,
#0 that it eonld not be changed, in all the polats in-
voived In the sase eotad

George O _Taylor had formed an opinion in relstion
to the whols body in the sxpedition to Cuba,

Inele Mr Hemdetson Rejected
1. M. Bimpson had formed an opinion sgainet all the
parthes o ed ln the expedition oot Mr. Henderson

more than the rest  Hejeoted

The tame anstwers were substantially given by D P

Sampeon,J 1. Feit, T B Winston, Charies Dinmand,
Vreederburg, B. I Dig, 1. M Haosell, W. W
Qiok  all of whom were rejocted an juror

H D Melean being interrogated, stated that he had
not formed or expressed An opinion in regard to My
Henderron's gullt or lnnoeines Bworn

I E Lawremes gave protty much the same snawer
and was Fwern

W, Lacy rejocted

Here ithe Marshal stated that the renire was ox.
hausted

Mr J J Coniom them appeared, and being incerre
gated announesd that he I“ formed anil sxpressed ne
oginlon en the ense. He was aworn.

hers were then six jurors sworn, to wit, Messrs, ¥,
¥ Evars H B Lawrence, N. I1. Brigham, il D, Me-
Lean, J 8 Conlon.

Mr. Henderson stated that he should mot object te
the Distriet Attorney drawing another ceaice from the
box, though he theught the mode of drawing & jury in
the eourt was nol & proper ope. [t was orlered that
another (cniee be drawn and resummoned for to-mor-
nw

The jurers om) ware then cautisnsd to have
no conversstion with apy coe tespecting the cnse, and
then thecourt adjourned.

There was & fight in the German Krangelioa' Ghareh,

! Chillleothe, Chio, om the Sth inst  in whish the wile
of the pastor and seveenl others wers severely wounded,



