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The Senate met at 12 o'olock, and the members were

eworn into offloe by the Lieutenant Governor. Every
Senator was present.

Mr. McMurray offered a resolution appointing Ira P.
Barnes clerk. The vote stood 10 to 10, and the motion
Was adopted by the casting vote.
Another resolution, declaring Arthur N. Beardaley ser¬

geant- at-arma, was offered, and aleo .declared carried by
the same vote
Mr. Babcock (whig) appealed from the decision of the

Chair.
Upon this motion a long discussion ensued.
On the part of the whigs, it was contended lhat the

(.residing offioer bad no right to vote, not being, as they
alleged, a member of the Senate.
The democrats maintained the ground that the Lieu¬

tenant Qovernor possessed the right to rote upon all
question* where the Senate was a tie.
The vote was then taken upon the appeal, and the de¬

cision of the chair was sustained by the casting vote,
x Mr. Babcock then moved for a reconsideration, when

-a debate sprung up, which ocouplad the Senate until
balf past three o'olock.
Among the speakers on the whig side were Messrs.

Babcock, Tabor and Van Schoonh?ven, who charged the
President with usurping power never before exercised, in
voting to sustain his ewn decision.
The speakers on the democratic side were Messrs. Con¬

ger, Pieroe and Bristol, who sustained the President in
the course he bad taken .

Lieutenant Governor Church defended his position in
O lucid speech of fifteen minutes, giving his reasons far

Toting upon a tie, and declared it as his constitution*1
duty, which he should exercise whenever he thought
proper so to do. Ills remarks were applauded by a

crowded Senate chamber.
Mr. Babcock finally withdrew hie motion to reconsider

When the subject was dropped.
The door keepers, as agreed upon in democratic cau¬

cus last night, were then appointed.
Among the debaters, several of the new Senators, be¬

longing to both partie^ exhibited considerable talent
and eloquence.
At half- past three o'clock, the Senate beoaine orga¬

nised. The Governor's message was then received ami
read, *-i>u the Senate adjr umed.
The Uouse met at twelve o'clock, when all the whig

Officers agreed upon in caucus, last sight, were con-

firmed. The Speaker, Mr. lleartt, received 63 votes
against 59 given for Mr. Hatch, the democratic candi¬
date.
Mr. Walsh presented a petition of Mr. Smith, (dem.) of

Jiow York, contesting the seat taken by Mr. Snow
{whig), in the House.

A lew ordinary resolutions were adopted, when the
.- 'Governor's message vas received and read, and the Hous

then adjourned till to morrow morning.
\ All the members of the Court of Appeals were present

this morning, at the commencement of the January
£eim. This court now consists of Charles ll. Ruggies,
Chief Justice Addison Gardiner, Freetiorn G. Jewett,

' Alex. S. Johnson, John W. Edmonds, Malbone Watson,
JPhi)o Gridley.and Henry Wells, Judges. W.
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Ira P. Barnes (dem) fu elected Clerk, after a long
debate, by a majority of one. The vote stood 10 to 16,
Senator Wright, (whig.) of Washington county, not
Voting
Charles Lee, (dem.) of Yates, was e footed Sergeant- at-

Arms, by IS to 16.
A. W. Beardsley was elected Doorkeeper, and Oeorge

Iteed. Assbtant.
The Benate being declared orgnrrfted for business, the

Clerk shortly after proceeded to read the
GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Fellow CitizefS ok the 8knat>
*!*D OF Tllf. W.HtMBi.Y .

The opening of the seventy-fifth annual sexton of the
legislature of New Yorifc -since the establishment of our
republican constitafta'u. "is an event peculiarly sugges¬
tive of grateful memories and patriotic hopes. Three-
quarters at a century h«7o passed away since onr auc-s

tors, uniting with the sister colonies in renounrmg de-

Einle&ce on e distant monarchy, and apptal<n< to
eaven for the justice of thoir cause, proclaimed the sa¬

cred right of self-gorernment, and assumed the attitude
Of a free and sovereign State It in profitable to recur to
the spirit of wisdom and patriotism which guide-) cur
legislative councils at that trying period Compelled to
deliberate amid tlie strife of opposing armies, and sur¬
rounded by difficulties vkltk ralle I f »r the highest exer¬
cise of capacity and energy, your early j>r*d'ces*ors
gained a double title to the public gratitude While their

v prudent but vigorens measures su*talu*d our arms and
carried the country in triumph through its ling struggle
for independence, they accomplished the more dtfll mlt
work of framing a system of representative g>rernm 'Ut
Meed upon principles of justice, equality, and so;Ul
crder. combining popular treedom with those salutiry
restraints which history bad shown to be neceuary for
"the protection of the citiien in the peaceful enjoyment
of hi* rights

Experience has vindicated the wisdom of the politioal
.theory adopted by the statesmen of the revolutionary
era. Within a period comparatively brief in the history
.Cf governments, the American Union his attained a

prominent rank among the nations of the earth; and
A'ew York, the feeble and bleeding colony of 1770. has
beeoare a greet and powerful common wealth, holding a

high place among the states of the confederacy. U nder
the beneficent operation of free principles, our progress
bas been rapid beyood example The blessings of liberty
and security have stimulated the best energies of our peo¬
ple and developed their capability for moral, intel¬
lectual and physical improvement,

A system of education by which knowledge is placed
tvithln the reach of all, and our youth are taught, to com¬
prehend tlis rights and duties of citizenship: the
supremacy of law and order; a rapid proficiency in the
rvrts which multiply the enjoyments and elevate the
character of society artificial communications connect¬
ing the ocean with 'he lakes beyont' our borders, and dis¬
pensing to every section c f the firate the benefits of easy
lat.'ioMia*; th» consequent advancement of every agri-
eultma'i, mechanical and commercial interent. are re¬
sults which serve to demonstrate the advantages of free
institutions, and the capacity of our people to preserve
tln-m in their original vigor and integrity
When we contemplate a scene so gratifying, and re¬

flect upon the progress that. has been made by the in¬
habitant* of this continent in the short fpace of two
centuries, in advancing the welfare of mankind, the
mind is filled with gratitude towards the Bupreme Ituler
of the world, whose moral government guides the destiny
Nsf nations.

In the discharge of my obligation to erramonicate to
the Legislature information respecting the condition of
the State, 1 would first invito your attention to the situa¬
tion of the finances
The amount of the 8tate debt at the close of the last

tsoal year, (September 30 1861,) was as follows
Canal debt $16,301,109 16
General fund debt 6,389,693 32

$21,890.8 12 43
.Showing a reduction of principal in the past year of
$810,COO It is believe d that the amount of the debt, as

nowieporttd by the financial departments, cannot be
materially vnried by the unli<(u> Jated lalms existing
interior to the creation ef the sinking funds by the oon
jtitut i< n of 1140.
At that time large sums were due to citlaene on canal

?ontracts partly executed, and for private property tak»n
for canal purposes These claim constituted, in fact a

part of the public debt then sul" listing, and the 1/ (Ma¬
ture afterward* made tbem expressly ohnrgeabh upon
the Canal Hin'iing Fund. But as the amount due on

ihetn was m.certain, and could not be ascertain' .1 ntll
.i final adjudication by the 'Jansl Apprai ersor (he at
Board, this portion of the liability was not Included in
the original <>r subsequent exhibits of the funJ -d i M,
llvnce the payments made from the Sinking uuJ n

that clats ct >lillpat1»n«, though r» lucing ti e debt n

realty, did n' t <1 mlnlsh the apparent amount n *n

jntfee animal leport of outstanding ito s. Yfclemoetof
' the or llqn 'ted clalu s ha- i. iv |., Inge. i

4lu fntuie reduction, by the operation o( Uw> pinfclnf

Fund, will be regular and rapid, and mora effective than
heretofore upon the funded debt. It la safe to assume
that the entire debt existing at the adoption of the pre¬
sent constitution, will be discharged by the annual con¬
tribution* from the canal revenue to the Kinking Funds,
within F«vente*n years.
Tke amount of money In the Treasury, on the 30th of

September, belonging to all the funds, wm $1 897.048 25
The balanoe in favor of the General Fund, on that day.
waa $16,763 87. It is estimated that the current rave
Hues of the General Kund. durine: the present flical
year, will be sufficient for all the ordinary expense* of
government, including the special appropriations made
by the last Legislature. This estimate does not iaclude
the moneys to be derived from the next tax sale, which
Is to be held before the close of 1862, and which will
yield about $176,000; nor the further amount due the
trtasury for arrears of taxes assessed ou mutual insur¬
ance companies and certain Indian reservations, fr >m
which about $lbO.COO ought to be realized in the course
of the coming year. Proceedings in relation to some of
these taxes have been long pending in the courts, and
it is hoped they will soon be brought to a final decision.
In considering the various applications that will come
before you lor grants of money in aid of public enter¬
prises. it is important to keep in view the actual condi¬
tion of the Treasury, and to limit the appropriations
within the reliable revenues of the General Fund. This
fund is fully sufficient for all ordinary purposes, sortong

M oar legillation is governed by correct vi.iw* of eco-
lomy; and the additional resources above referred to
will euable you to make tome provision for new objec:s
of public utility.
In selecting those objects, you will doubtless exerolse a

just discrimination, independent of all extraneous in¬
fluences; and iu the ordinary appropriations it is be¬
lieved that tome reductions may be made without Injury
to the public service.
The act passed by the last Legislature, intended to

compel the assessors to estimate taxable property at its
full value, has resulted in a large increase of the valua¬
tion. In 1850, the entire real and personal estate was
assessed at $727,494,683; iu 1861, the total assessment
whs about $1 1(0,000,000. being an increase of newly
$400,r.ui .W 0 This produces a corresponding increase in
the proceeds of the half mill tax, which is predicated ou
tte entire valuation The State tax ought not, under
ai.y circumstances, to be larger than is necessary for the
support of a wise and economical administration I
vould recommend a caret ul examination of the subject,
wiih a view to determine whether the half mill tax may
not safely be recuotd to a smaller ratio. Notwithstand-
iig the important amendments adopted by the last
Legit latum, it is believed that the assessment laws require
souie further modifications for tlie purpose of securing a
more equitable distribution of thi< public burthens.
While real estate of every description is assessed at its

full value, considerable masses of capital, in other forms.
cout.ir.uc to escape taxation. This inequality should b><
removed. Justice and good policy require that all pro¬
perty having the protection of our laws should be
reached by assessment, and made to sustain the public
authorities, upon principles of uniformity, except iu spe¬
cial cases, where it may be deemed beneficial to the State
t<> grant aueximptiou from taxation by express li-si'ila-
tun. M39The amount derived from the canal revenues, uuring
the last fiscal year, was $3,722,163 1 1 ; being an increase
of $236,bbO 81 over the receipts of the nrevious year.After deducting the expenses of superintendence and
repairs, and contributing $210,000 for the support of
government and $1,660,000 for payment of interest and
reduction of principal of the Stasn debt, there remained

a sui plus of $064 432 U1 applicable to the completion of
the Krie Canal enlargement, and the Genesee Valley and
lilack River Canals.

It should be remembered, in this connection, that the
increase of tonnage was in a larger proportion than the
increase of re venue, the rates of toll on Hour and wheat
having been reduced So per cent at the cominencement
dt the last season of navigation.
Some progress has been made in the execution of the

net passed July 10, 1851, .. for the completion of th» Erie
( until Enlargement anil the Genesee Valley and Black

Kiver Csnals." In pursuance of its provisions, the
Comptroller has issued fix par cent revenue certificates
t" the amount of $1,600,000, for whiah a sin Ul premium
was realized. A portic n of the proceeds has been ex¬
pended ia lorwa7dlng that part of the work which had
previously been put under contract, as exhibited iu the

I :iBt annual report of the State Kugineer and Surveyor,the Canal Hoard having fir«t given the public notice re¬
quired by law, have received proposals and awarded
contracts f<>r executing the remainder of the work at
prices considerably below the Engineer's estimates, upon
which the recent law was predicated; and the early
completion of the three canals provlded;for by the oon-

s itution, may now be regarded as a point deflui'^ely set¬
tled.

It is a subject of sincere congratulation that the moa-
FU! o adopted at the last session, to expedite the prosecu¬
tion of the unfinished works, has rec<-i Ted the sanction o

public opinion, expressed in the choice of offlci .1 ageut;
whose views in favor of the policy, and whose determine
tion to co-operate in the vigorous execution of the law,
were openly declared. While enlightened men of all par¬
ties have long aeen and felt the importance of speedily
perfecting our internal communications, on wUioh so
piany millions bare been expended, it cannot be deemed
surprising that honest differences of opinioji should hare
exist' d as to the precise mode and manner of attaining
the otyect. lb" suiritvd discussions of thelaet year ap
p»-ar to have produced a aeti» il eodTltf^'"'! iB the public
mind that the plan adopted is the most feasible and judi¬
cious that could be devised. within the limitations estab¬
lished by the financial provisions of the constitution.
Happily for the public welfare, our internal improvement*
have been rescued from the strife of parties, and must
now cease to tc a subject of political controversy. I con¬
sider it a proud day for the commonwealth when its lead¬
ing statesmen of both political parties, emerging from
unfavorable antecedents, are fouud concurring in support
of a wise and liberal policy, and vieing with each other
in a spirit of generous emulation and patriotic zeal for
the advancement of a work which had become so essen¬
tial to the public prosperity.
Nothing remains but to proceed with united councils

in carrying out the system which is now regarded on ail
hands as fixed and established. In our future delibera¬
tions on the subject, former prejudices are to be discarded
at. (I past divisions forgotten. Let us come t«<ether in a
spivit of mutual confidence, and unite our efforts to guard
and protect the public interests, in disposing of the
serious questions that must arise from time to time in
the progress of this great undertaking. In this, as in
the management of J. 11 our public concern*, especially
those of a practical business character, party spirit
should be banished utterly, as the worst enemy of the
people.
The completion of the-canals 1- predicated up:nthe

surplus toils set apart for that purpose by the constitu¬
te n The revenue certificates authorized by the exiat-
irg law operate, in effeot. as a transfer of these rurplustcilr, in anticipation of their receipt, without an y obli¬
gation or guarantee on the part of the State for the
rt demptlcn of the certificates from any other fund 1 1
was evident from the first that the success of the planiiiu>t d' peLd upon the degree of confidence entertained
by the pubiic in the future sufficiency of the Canal re¬
venues
The steady increase of the western trade, as exhibited

by the returns lrcm year to year, ought to dissipate all
apprehensions concerning the future pr.idujtivenwss of
the source from which the iiertlflcates are to be redeem¬
ed. It has been .'hour that the aunnal contributions to
the Sinking Fiwid (being $1,650,000 until 1«65 and af¬
terwards $2 060 W»© per annum) will discharge the en¬
tire State debt In about seventeen years. When that
result shall have be*n reached, inasmuch as no new
debt can be charged upon the surplus canal revenues.
tm-y will be released ond beccm* exclusively applicable,
by express constitutional requirement, to pay tne certifi¬
cates i.-sued for completion the canals, unless thf sur¬
plus shall have proved sufficient to extinguish them at
an culler day. If past results furnish a ;afe Indication
of the fnture business of the canal, it can hardly be
doubted 'hat the annual surplus will discharge tne cer¬
tificates in a shorter period than Is required for the pay¬
ment of the present debt; but if this anticipation should
bis disappointed, they will be rapidly extinguished after
the existing stock shall have been paid.

l'he extent of the annual surplus must depend upon
the prudent r«gii!atlon of the canal tolls That impor¬
tant responsibility has been devolved upon the Canal
Hoard, subject to the control ef the legislature. It is
made their duty by the 11th section of the act of the last
s> s ion. to adjust the rates "in su< h manner as in their
judgment will produce the greatest amount of tradenmd
rovi-nue." The whole oommunity are concerned in the
wise and faithful performance of this obligation. It is
of vital importance to the rights of public creditors and
the soundness of a large portion i f our currency. While
good faith and so many pirvading interests concur in
demanding stability, there can be no gnoa cause for ap-p.ch< riding that the representatives of the people will
v-nture upon rash or doubtful experiments, deductions
of toll cn certain articles have resulted in an increase

i trade :ind revenue; und hesamei policy may doubt
less he extendi d with advantage to some additional
branches of tonnage, such as ootton, tobacco, &.O.,
irom the States In the Southwest But constant care and

mi enlightened discrimination will be required to avoid
all reductions which are calculated to affect the revenue
uufavorally. until the obligations resting upon the canal
Incomes shall shall have been satisfied. It should be
constantly borne in mind that, inasmu'h as the reve¬
nues have b"en pledged for the specific payment of the
debt and the redemption of the certificates, we no longer
pos>e<s the nioinl or constitutions! right to make changes
which shall impair their sufficiency for those purposes.
He futidsMc voted to school purpose. are believed to

t>» in a safe and heelthy condition. On the 110th of Sep¬
tember. tbe capital or these several funds was as fol¬
lows
0. mmon 8chool Fund $2 025.44P 72
limited b'h'es Deposit Fund 4,014,620 71
Liters lure Fund 272,880 12
mak ing an aggregate of $6.612 850 f>6 invested 1 1 pro¬

ducts feruritl s for the advancements education.
T ianual report of the Superintendent will present

> c< mpi! view of the operations of our common school

: lie m l»r of children taught during the year was
iti, 1 whole amount expended for teachers'
.ages including books for schrol libraries, was
i.l '"i Pi t the present law. the State furnishes

.-1.H amount required annually for the sup-
.* t schools, vn $300 000 from the in-

: t cl fund, and $81)0 000 required to be
r. *> arly by Plate tax It Is es.imatecl that the
sum thu li he I from th« treasury will be sufficient

¦ ;iHge thefchr.ols free for six months
i' mii eaving it for each district to provide

>'. »' ''ill' for such additional p rlod as th»
u be n -i be taught.

>'b. - is' »i> !i» last Legislature was adopted as a
n{, ting opinions, eud appear* to have

« t if Is 1 with general favor by the coamunify It
. w ii '.u; .. /VB^rtrsin product^ by the u&-

equal operation of the law of 1840, whioh had for none
time agitated the public mind and kept the district* In a
state of fermentation. It in gratifying to observe the re¬
turn of that harmony which is essential to th* suooeisfut
working of a system of popular education. In consider-
leg uny further change* that may be proponed, we should
endeavor to avoid any experiment caloulated to repro¬duce the division* that hare been bo happily, but with BO
much difficulty, healed.
In pursuance of it resolution of the last Assembly, I

appointed Samuel S Randall a Commissioner toemboiy
in a single act a common school code for the State. Hii
report will be placed before you at an early day. and will
doubtless receive the respeotful consideration dun to re¬
commendations coming from one whose long vxperienoe
and enlightened zeal in the cause of education are
widely and justly appreciated.
The ordinary appropriations in support of colleges

were omitted by the two last Legislatures. The present
condition ®f the United States Deposit Fund is sucli as to
ji»tifj a moderate grant in aid of the higher institutions
of learning, and 1 would renew the recommendations in
their l'avor, contained in my last cnaual message. Se¬
veral new institutions, including the Genesee Oollege and
the Kochei-ter University, which have not yet enjoyed
the public bounty, present strong olaims to eneourage-
ment. and it would teem bnt just and reasonable that
tiey should be admitted to an equal participation in the
patronage of the State The University of Albany has
been organized under favorable ausplcrs anl if the de¬
sign of i>s patrons and professors shall be realized, it will
ultimately be made equal to the best universities of
Euiopc.
Muoh interest has been manifested for some years

past in favor of creating ivn institution fur the advauue-
mcutef agricultural science, and of knowledge in the
machanir aitg. The views in favor of this measure ex
pressed in my last anuual communication, remain un¬
changed My impressions are still favorable to the ilau
of combining in one college two distinct department^ for
instruction in uuiioultural and mechanical science; but
many, whose opinions are entitled to weight contend
that a separate establishment for each branch would be
most advantageous to both, liefore adopting any final
action on the subject. the merits of the several systems
of < rpini nation that have been proposed, should b«
maturely considered. I would respectfully reoomci ind
that h sufficient portion of the proceeds of the next, sale
of lands for taxes be appropriated to the oraotion of an
institution which shall stand as a lasting memorial of
our muni 9ci nse, and contribute to the diiru«isn of the
useful Fciencrs und the elevation of the producing
cla -st's, duriDg all future time.
Our charitable institutions continue to fulfil the bene¬

ficent purposes for whioh they were designed. The par¬
ticular condition of these establishments will be present¬
ed in the annual reports of their officers. We may
rot template wlih intenfe Fatisfaction the blessings that
have bet n confi-rred upon the children of adversity by
the humane spirit of our past legislation The State has
given its powerlul aid to every plan of practical philau-
thiopy calculated to ameliorate the condition of the un
fortunate. So far as human skill can supply the facul¬
ties of which they have beeu deprived by their Creator,
the blind have been niadetoci-3, the deaf to near, aud
the dumb to speak. Liberal provision has been made for
tbe infirm and destitute; the paternal guardianship of
the Legislature has been extend* d to the fatherless, the
insane, aud even to the idl.tio. I cannot coo strongly
con mend the agencies by which these generous aims are
accomplished, to your fostering care and attontlou.

It a; pears ironi the official report that the number of
inmates in tbe State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, on the
tuth November last, was 435; the number iu the lunatic
asylum on Biackwell's Island, on the 'JOth of December,
was f>23.
The total number of insane persona in this State in

1S6&, as shown by the oenrus of that year, whs 2,5'jt), of
whcm 1 ICO worn in asylums, leaving 1 400 to be sup
porttd in private families cr poor houses. It is evident,
therefore. that some further provision ought to beinade
for the relief of this unhappy class of our folio* beings,
lhe cumber cf pupils in the Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb, »t the olose of thejyear, was 'J 14, of whom the
State supports UK).
The New York Institution for the Blind oontained 139

ir mates, of whom 80 are State beneficiaries. In pur¬
suance of the act pa-std by the last Legislature, the
tiutttes appointed t< r the purpose have established an
usjlum for idiots. They have fortunately secured the
services of Dr. li. B. Wilber, an Superintendent, whose
efforts for the improvement of imbeoiles have been at-
ti nded with grout suoeess. A suitable building was pro-
cur«d in the vicinity of this city, aud the iionool has
been opened under encouraging circumstances. The re
poit of the trustees will present their proceedings more
lully. and impart some valunbls information in regard to
the merits aud prospects uf this noble undertaking
The Houses of Kefuge for the reformation of juvenile

delinquents have been administered with a decree of
fidelity and succecB which retitcts high credit upon the
mam yer* cf these institutions. At the date of the last
return the number of inmates was as follows:.
New York House of Kefuge 393
Weit«n do. do US
Some further legislation i;i recommended in regard to

youthl'nl convicts bet u een the ages of sixteen and twen¬
ty. As the power cf the courts to send delinquents to
the Houses of Kefuge is confined to persops under the
age of sixteen mary y.uus ^ tare passed
that Age are sentenced to hard labor in the State prisonf<ra term of years Some of them are the victims of earlyabandonment Ignorance, and vicious associations; and
if placed in a proper schcol for reformation, might be
restored te virtue and prepared for a life of honest indus¬
try. It is worthy of consideration whether a separata
department for this class of offenders should not be added
to our present houses of refuge, er erected as a distinct
establishment.
The important institutions in the city of New York,

under the supervision of the Governors of the Alms
House, are in excellent order and oondition. The ex¬
penses have been largely reduced, the discipline im¬
proved, and every brunch ef their management gives
evidence of skill, efficiency, and fidelity.
After the adjournment of the last Legislature, regard¬

ing it as a duty to obtain the best information on subjects
pertaining to my official action, I visited eaoh ol the
ftate Piisois. and made a personal examination of their
condition. The result was, in most respects, highlysatisfactory. Great improvements have been made In
the system of prison management and discipline. Ex¬
perience has shown tl.at a humane administiation is
more favorable te subordination than stern, despotic
severity. Kvery practicable arrangement seems to have
br«n made for the health, comfort, and moral improve¬
ment of the convicts ftluch praise is due to the
officers, chaplains and physicians for their efforts to
amend the condition and reform the minds of the
wretched beings who have been haniihed from society
to expiat« their offences against its laws. Many have
been redes rred from the d'epest degradation by the in¬
fluence of kindly teaching aud example. The endeavors
of the inspectors to improve the financial management
of the prisons have been attended with considerable
success. No branch of the public service re-julren more
p^nstant vigilance to ensuie integrity and w.mnomy in
th» . xpendituies A striking Improvement is percepti¬
ble in the affairs of the Sing ,^lng prison For the first
time in many y are its i ffleers deem it unnecessary to
call on the Legir lature for pecuniary aid.
The iinaiioes of the Auburn prison are in a !eis prospe¬

rous condition, mid a considerable appropriation will be
required for its support. This necessity his been pro¬
duced partly by a large expenditure in creating new
buildings, which had become indispensable.
From a careful examination of the subject, I am con¬

vinced that the unfavorable results at tne Clinton pri¬
son may be attributed in part t« the incomplete execu¬
tion cf the original plan, which included the neoessary
works for making iron aud manufacturing it in soms of
its ruler forms. That part of lhe design has been ne¬
glected. No forges or furnaces have been erected aud
the employment of prisoners bas consisted in exoavating
and separating the ore.an operation whiah affords but
little profit in the present condition of the iron market.The difficulty has been increased by the failure of fflrii on
the land held by the State, making it necesaary t» pa/ a

heavy rent lor the privilege of working on an adjacent
tract A result mu>h more favorable may be produced
by erecting furnaces for smelting and manufacturing the
ore on a scale sufficient for the employment of two or
three times tbefprescnt number of convicts The addi¬
tional expense cf maintaining a larger aumber would be
compuraiIvely small The labor of the convicts would
be much more remunerative In the manufacture than
the excavation of the ore. Other than financial oonsl-
d'.ratiots may be urged In favor of this policy
Complaints continue to be made of the employment of

tcolarge ashsre of the convict labor In mechanical oc¬
cupations, winch conflict with the Interests of honest
citieens engaged in similar pursuits.
This evil, unavoidable to a certain extent, should be

diminished as far as practicable A leading motive In
the establishment of the Clinton prison was to withdraw

a large olsss of prisoners l'rcm mechanical em pltytaents.
H'lt that purpose has been only partially fu'fllp-d Aside
from .ither inducements, 1 am of opinion that the man¬
agement of all the prisons would be improved by trans-
ferr'ng seme of the conviete from Auburn and Sing Sing
toClinton At Auburn the number of prisoners some,
times exeeeds the number of cells. The iucrease uf crlm-
ii als consequent upen the growth of population And
O' her causes, will soon produce the same result at Sing
Wng The »vlls produced by overcrowding the prisons
beyond their regular capacity, are too seriouatobe tole¬
rated. It car, not be doubted that the future necessities
of the State will require a third prison After making
so large an expenditure upon the establishment at Clin-
t< n its abandonment cannot be s< riouMy entertained,
and 1 would rer rnmend that proper measures be taKen
for erecting sveh works as are mcessary to carry the
original design ir.to full effect.
The bub ber of convicts in the several State prisons on

the first of Dt-oember last, was as follows
Sing Sing 830
Auburn 771
Clinton 118

Total
Itc number pardoned from these prisons during the

last year, was 101 The annual list of reprieves, eommu-
tatif ns And pardrn*, will be transmitted In a special
rrmtrunicalton In the exeroiseof the pardoning pow-r,
on>' cf the most embarrassing and delicate prerogatives
iliat can be cr nfliiid to human di'cretlon, I have endea-
v< red to act upon correct viewi of ji^tioe, humanity Mil
publ < peliey Krtor in (he conviction, undue severity of
pnfi-bment.losiol health, product dor aggravated by long
confinement, ai d setvioe rendertdto the State by th-
filsccvrry of accomplices have been regarded a» the only
!. ultimate grounds !< r ilie indulgence of clemency. In
the discharge of this difficult duly. I have been Impressed
with the importance of a careful revision «f our criminal
awe for the purpose of making the punishment of certain
crtneifmore pioprrttonate to the grade ot »(ten«e. Some
ol the provisions of our statutes are productive of ine-
quslitica which vieiftte the mvm of justice, **4 Utis «tU

If aggravated by a want of uniformity in the action of
the local court*
The amount fixed by the preaent law to distinguish

grand liom petit larceny, should be Increased, and in
certain canes the minimum term of imprisonment in the
Btatc priron which is now established at two years, ought
to be reduced to one year
An extraordinary number of oapital offences, and a

considerable increase in other crimes. hare made the
last a memorable year in the judicial annals of the
titate. This melancholy fact uu<t be attributed In a
Urge degree to the prevalence of intemperance in our
cities and larger toWns.a growing eril which has be
come the most piolillc source of wretchedness, pau¬
perism and crime.
During the year, seventeen persons were found guilty

of murder and three of arson in the first degree and
several more are in prison awaiting trial 0. the num¬
ber thus convicted nix have been executed; the sen¬
tences of live have been commuted to Imprisonment for
life, and nine await the time fixed or to be fixed for their
execution. The duty of the Executive ic reUtioo to
crimes punishable with death is highly responsible and
painful. In most cases strong appeals are made by the
frlerds and relatives of tbe convict for km dxivhh of
the pardoning power ; and It this effort proves unsuc¬
cessful, the courts are resorted to for relief, frequent y
upon points having little connection with the guilt or
innocence ol' the accused, but involving merely soma
question of form or regularity in the proceedings. In
prosecutions where human life is at stake, the greatest
care fh( ulil be observed to ssh not only tint the con-
vie th n is intrinically just, but in accordance with
established principles of law.
My rvtl- ctlons upon the subject have produced a b->-

lief that tbe ends of justice would t>.' promoted by sub¬
mitting every capital conviction to a review by the
Judges of the Supreme Court, before tixli.g a day for the
execution of the mntence It should be made the du'.y
of tbe presiding Judge of the Oyer said Terminer, in
which the tiial is held, to report the evlJence and all
the procndicgs to the Supreme Court of the district,
and that tribunal fluuld be required, at its next general
term, to examine the case and decide upon the legtli'y
ot the convielirn. If they confirm the sentence, they
should fix a day for its execution, and report their deri¬
sion to the executive Hueh a review as is now suggest¬
ed, wen d srcuie to every convict, however friendless,
the substantial be i*tits of an appttal, in nhioh hi* rights
wouid receive deliberate and impartial consideration; it
would relieve the pardoning power from au oppressive
portion of its responsibility and I eannot doubt that in
many cases which give rise to dlil-rences of opinion in
tbe community, a judicial proceeding of the character
proposed would strengthen public confidence In the jus.
ticeofthe sentence, and induce more gmeral acquies¬
cence in the propriety of Its execution.

It affords me muo.n satisfaction to refer to the good
management and excellent condition of the Allnuy
Peiiti Ltitry, lu which the convicts for minor oll'suces In
this mid several adjacent cov./>ties are imprisoned. A
personal examination of the establishment enables me
to speak ot its administration, and especially of the im
provemint indiscipline aud economy, iu terms of sincere
approbation.

It appears from the information furnished by the
' Commissioners of Nipigration. that nearly .'100,000 emi-

grautt were landed at the.port of New York ilurini* the
last year. The most gratifying suocess has attended
tbe effort* of tbe Board to provide ft>r the wants and
better th» condition ol the destitute strangers who are
coming amongst us in such extraordinary number*
More than 20,0C0of the sick and helpless were reclvej
durirg the year into the institutions uudc.r the charge
of tbe Commissioners; employment for n«arly an e^uil
number was obtained through their friendly ttgeuoy:
runny thou.-aiids were forwarded to the interior at the
expense of the emigrant fuud; and effectual measures
were imployed to protect the whole body of emigrant
from thess nefarious tuuids which had been practised
for years wi>h comparative impunity, By the estab¬
lishment of the present system. and its faithful admlnls

1 tration an importaut service has been rendered to the
public Interest anil to the cause of humanity. The sug-
'(ef.tiouh of the Commissioners in favor of some further
legislation to promote the objects of their labors, ars
cm-merded to your fnvorablnattenti »n.

t or the present condition of our militia establishment
I would refer you to the annual report of the Adjutant

General, tbe Inspector General and the Commissary Ge¬
nera'. Satisfactory progress has beeu made in carrying
out the act of tbe last Legislature, and its provision'
have proved highly beneficial. In pursuance of the rew

law, I appoint* d an Inspector General, whose active ex¬
ertions nave been of much utility in promoting an effi¬
cient organization ard infusing a healthful military
spirit. Many brigade and regimental district'!, whioh
bad failed to comply with the law ot 1817 have been *a«-

i \sesstnlly organized, anu numerous volunteer companies
tmve been formed, which promise to reflect credit upon
the service The importance of maintaining a w-ll

t ainefl militia fotoe ought not to be underestimate d, and
It is gratifying to pt ice ive that a growing interest in the
subject is manifested in all sretions «t tho State
Tbe opeiations of tlie bank" and tbe state of the cur¬

rency will be fully exhibited in the annual report of the
Superintendent of the Hanking Department The clrcq
lating medium ol the State appears to be in a ;.iubd con¬
dition Two recent failures ot bajikjflf circulation serve

t» demfinslrale udteniages e»f the general banking
Uw. instead of impairing cor confidence. iu Its safety.
Tbe securitep deposited in the Bank Department, under
the present restrictions, must constitute the best reli¬
ance for tbe protection of the bill holder. In all our
legislation, tbe tr«e banking system is to be regarded Si
permanently established. In the course of twelve jtuis'
experience, many Improvomf nts have been m*deioits
practical operation, and ssnie further modi'lcatlons wilt
undoubtt dly be found oonduolve to the public seaurily.
Thefr»q>ient occurrence of railroad accidents renders

it but too apparent that proper care for their prevention
is not now exercised A large proportion of these cala¬
mities might have b>en avoided, by due care in the con
strnction. management, and service of the ink aud
their moving equipment. The obligation of the State
governnst nt to extend its protection to the live* of rail¬
road passengers is imperative, and rests on high moral
grounds. 1 would, therefore, invoke the Legislature to
tract such laws as may, on mature consideration seem
most proper and efflclt nt for preventing the recurrence
of these lamentable disasters.
The Legislature, at lt< late session. provided by law for

the erection of a building for the better preservation of
tbe State library. That building is now under contract,
m:d will te* completed with all the dispatch which may
be detmed consistent with the permanency and security
of the edifice. Warned by the late destruction of the
Congressional library, of the necessity of adopting every
precaution against a similar calamity in our own case, I
tltim it proper to recommend to y ur special considera¬
tion tlie suggestions to be submitted iu the report of the
tru«tefr,in relation to tbe internal arrangement of the
building, with a view to the greater security of tbevalua-
b)e collection to be deposited in it.
Tbe increase of corrupt practices in our election.* Iris

liecome a subject of general and just complaint It is
represented that in some localities, the suffrage* of con¬
siderable numbers of voters have been openly purchased
witlinion«v We owe it to ourselves and to posterity,
and to the fr e Institutions whioh we luve inherited, to
cruel) this hateful evil in its infancy, before it nt.tains

n. indent growth to endanger our political system. The
honest and ind-pendelit exercise of the right of sulTrag
is a vital principle jn thx theory of representative g>>-
Vtrnment. It is the onh enduring foundation for a re
public Not only should th» law punisti every violation
ot this principle as a crime euainst the in'egrity of the
State, but any person concerned iu giving or receiving
nvy p) curinry consideration for u vote, should. up>n
challenge, be deprived of the privilege of voting. I suls-
mit the subject to your consideration, ia the hope th*t
additional remedies may be ptesoribed and enforced.

It is new several years since suits were commenced by
tbe Atti rney General, under the direction of the Legis¬
lature, to test the validity of tbe title to certain ma¬
norial lands oocupi 'i by tenants holding perpetual
leases. It is of great importance that these suits should
be brought to a final decision a.1- early a a practicable.
It is due to the rights of botb parties. While the ques¬
tion is suspended in the courts, both landlord an I tenant
ate in a state ol uncertainty, tbe improvement of ttie
country is retarded, voluntary arrangements for a

obange of the tenure are arrested, atd the public ssin l
l« Kept iu a state ol agitation most unfavorable to ths
peace of society and the regular administration of jus
tice. Measures should he adopted to compel an early
and definitive adjudication in the court of last re-tort.
Complaints continue to be made of delays In the al

ministration ol justice In the city of New York Sims tf
tbe cr-urts are overwhelmed witb an accumulation of
reefs, notwithstanding the arduous and efficient e!-l >rts
of the Judges It is helievt d that an mcreas* of business
in the c< mmeroial emporium will ultimately require an
Additional number of justices. Tue pressure upon some

i t tbe courts n.aj be attributed in part to the chauoery
ili. He« imposed.upon tbe common law tribunals Tne law
should be so amerded as to relieve tbe judges from the
labor 01 taking testimony in equity proceedings; and 1
would recommend that authority be given to he courts
to refer sueh cases, whenever, in their discretion, they
shall dr. m the examination of witnesses before a rel'erse
ctuit tiele with tbe rights of parties.

'lbe statnte in relation tothe proof of wills and the
Aouiirietratlon of estatt - needs such amendments as will

i xpedlte the discharge of debts against the estate of t he
tit ees>ed. In case* where tbe adnnuietiatien is .-uspen J"d
by a contest in respect to the probate of an alleged will.

> litigation which often occupies many years before Its
final detrimiuati' u and subjects creditors to serious <m
barrsssu ent and injusticc
In my last annual communication I dsetm-d it my

dut} to r< commend suitable legislation for encouraging
the rettlement of the unsold land* of the State: for a re-
vlflon snd condensation of our statut"« for defining the
power of cities to contract debts; and fir the punish-
mentff embezzlement by public officers an a crime Re¬
ferring to the views then expressed. I would agaiu invite
jmir attention to there several topics
Having now adverfi U to the more prominent question*

of ll< niestic policy which will engage your deliberations,
it can hardly be deemel itiappro|iriat " brii flj to consider
the relations of the State to the Pedt ral li.iion, in con
nexion with those mhji'ct.s of national legislation which
nic Lt intimately affect our prosperity Although your

1- iflativi powers are limited to tbe internal concerns of
the Statu, and it* welfare depends peculiarly upon the
wise exercise of those poweis, we ca;mnt forget that some
of our most cherished inti rest* are iuvolved in th action
of the general government. The exelu ive authority
to ll'vy/ duti«'s upon imports and to regulate jsom-
merce has been delegated to Congress. Lnforiu lately
tor the country, these important functions have net been

i .xeiciseu witb tluit enlightened regard for the welfare of
our citilens Which they have a right to deman l from a

^ov1 rnmtnt deriving Its existence and sunp .rt from 'he
pet | Is l'he prolectios of our mdustiy in t'l >se
ian

' «ff production which ore least able to with-
stano l' competition and the improvement of nv
vigatiq^i on cur i;. >e* and ti vera, both objects of the
most vital W UN yoMlg proapecity, h*r*

failed to metre the friendly attention of the federal
government for Home yean pant.
Under the rninoun operation of the rsvsnne system of

1840. some of our most valuable manufacturing Interests
have been entirely prostrated, while the excessive it»-

Krtation of fabric* which we ought to piodnee at home,
g created an enormous balance of trade against the

oountry. The neglect of Congress to protect the com¬
merce of our inland waters has caused * deplorable
waste of life and property. The sentiments of this State
ought to be distinctly announced on subjects of suoh
puramount importance to its welfare; and the public
opinion which undcubtedly exlsts;in favor of a liberal na¬
tional policy, should make itself felt and respected. After
sun-enduring to tht federal authority the whole revenue
power of the country, we cannot calmly consent {.ha: it
t-hould longer remain hostile or indifferent to t'n attain-
meat of objects which the national oompact was Intended
to secure, and which are called for by the rnojt urgent
considerations of policy and patriotism. It U a siuirue
of sincere satisfaction that the executive branch of the
government, actuated by statesmanlike views and a pu¬

tt iotic desire to promote the general prosperity, has re¬
commended to Congress the adoption of proper measures
to remedy the evils so seriously felt and justly oom-
plained of.

It cunnct be disguised that the legislation of Congress
on measures of practical importance has been seriously
impeded by the sectional collision* which hars too long
disturbed the repose of ttie country The controverted
questions arising from our late territorial acquisitions,
having b>-en settled, wo may reasonably hepe that a re-
cui r 'nee of similar difficulties will bo avoid <1 by steady
perseverance in a wL«e, moderate »mi conservative po
ll.y. Let us also indulge the hope that with the remo¬
val of its most prominent caU'e, the aphit of sectional
conttition so pernicious to the national prosperity and
so repugi ant to the purposes of tho federal compact
may speedily disappear troin the pnlldcal horizon. It is
time thitau40 strife and unworthy jealousies between
the Northern and Southern portions of the United
b(<ites should be banished 1 cever. and that oar public
councils be inspired tnce more by the sentlm»atf of ran-
i\i ilI confidence and attachment which animated tt'.e
whole people in tbe struggle for independence and the
formation ol' the Union. In the free exercise of the in
herent slid vital right of opinion and discussion, zeal
should be tempered by toleration and forbearance, a ud a

just regard for the constitutional rights of all sections
of the country.
Whtn we lecur to the original design and true theory

of our federal [system, every candid mind must acknow¬
ledge .hat there is no Kuflloient cause for keeping alive
feelingsot averMouaud ill will between the members of

a voluntary confederacy. who-efirm and' perpetual union
forms tbe only nuie foundatien for the freedom and han-
pinctR of the American people and for the hcp*s of liber¬
ty throughout the globe On u calm survey of our poli¬
tical oondition, we perceive that the federal authority
was created for purposes of a general and national oha-
racter for the conservation of cinimon rights and thu
protection cf inteusts in which all the Stares, however
cliversilled their internal condition, have a joint aril
equal conoern. ihe Constitution having wisely Uift the
Ptates free to regulate their domestio aluirs. the dissi¬
milarity in their local institutions furnishes no just
ground for mutuul complaints and reproaoh.'S. These
differences ot social and municipal organization existed
among tbe Airoricsu colonies; they were produoed by
causes over which the founders ot the constitution had
no control, and for which we, their descendant*, cannot
be deemed responsible. They were not aulliiisnt to
prevent Washington and his co;upe«ra from lileuding di-
vetse interests by mutual concessions, and rearlug the
noblest edifice of free government which the world has
seen

TVhy. then, should (hey be permitted to embitter our
council*, and weaken the politick ties which constitute
u* one people? in the conduct of our ntational con¬
cerns, wliy should the progress of the country be retard-

. <1 una Its best interests forgotton ia vain disputes upon
questions which each State trust deoide for itnelf and
over which we have no rightful control
In niy rell.ctwiHB upon thin subject, I have not p»r-

muted mystlf to doubt that the spirit ot disunion which
no concessions can appease, and the fanaticism which
sees evil continually, and luxuriates in factious strife
will exhaust theroeelves In the uadne.-ii of their inauifes'
tbtions, without seriously endangering the l iability of
our national institutions I adhere to the c >o»ictlon
expressed in my last annual cocinunication 'hat the
great body of (he people, a* well In our own dtate as la
every portion of our widely extended confederacy, con-

;L""l'..t0 L'lu'rit'h a" ardent attachment to the Union
thst they desire to see the constitution administered in

a spirit of moderation and equal juilic* towards 1 he
lights of all sections; Mid fiat they will 1 Inilgrmutly
frown ujon every attempt to alienate any portion of our
country fro® the test, ,r to enfeeble the sacred ties
^b«ch now link together tho various part*.1'
The pesitiou and ultimate destiny o! the African race

on this cont'.ter.t is a subject eminently worthy to en-
gage the attention of the humane aul benevolent The
highest wotiven of patriotism and religion prompt ua to
co operate In all rational measures intended to improve
their Ul)f< rtur>*'? cond! ion But it ia of the first irnpor-
laECe, in consldailng a question of this magnitude, sur-
routded by b<» nauy euiburr«w*mciita. that wi? should
di'usrd the pa i-'ions and prejudices which are too ready
touairp the place of common senas; that the spirit of
taction should yield to tfc« higher sentiments of a pure
and generous philanthropy, and that in thia, as in the
oidii.ary concerns tflile, *e seek fbi* a plan having some
practical connection with the object of our efforts, We
pre t'.< quire, not merely *hat may be desirable, but in
view of the real! tier ar.>uiii ua Lo»r ranch is attainable
and what crura® of action will pr.duoe the most benefi-
c;al result.- .' Ihe negro luce was brought to tniti conti¬
nent almost a< early as the white, and continued to be
imported for nearly two hundred years, it Is one of thu
mostlevUting features is the world's history, that during
this entire period the moat of the civilized nations pvti-
cipated in the slave trade. All of the thirteen colonies
tolerated slavery within their borders

1 he pe< pit o| this Slate have furnished conclii-ive
proofs cf tin ir aversion to sl.iv.ry, an:l of their abiding
conviction that it is a moral and political evil, by abo¬
lishing it at hi me. and by their uniform opposition to itn
extension over trio territory acquired bv the arms and
treasure of (he nation.

lu the Southern gliiti s of the Union, where the slaves
form so large a part ol the population, we caunot expect
that tut institution will ill -appear in a day or a gcne.M-.
tion. 1 1 has become ton deeply rooted and too closely
interwoven with social and pecuniary interests, to yield
to sudden or violent nn laures of reform. The progress
of amelioration must, in the nature of tilings be
gradual. It must he left to the Voluntary ac-
tion ci the people more immediately concerned, ex¬

perience having shown that we hare more to hope
trow tbnr own inherent sense ofjustice aud p >licy tliau
Hem nr.y lnterf»rence that may be proposed by misdi¬
rected philanthropy, operating at a great distance from
its object. The enomalous poaltion of the free colored
population undoubtedly forms oue of the mo«t serious
obstacles t<T rhe gradual liberation of the shivea iy.
cannot clt >e our eye- to the fact, that althougn the free
pecple of i olor enji y a certain degree of liberty they are
ccmmonly treated, both in the free and slave States, as
HI. interior race and OepiHi <t of the Social and poUlicni
rights without which freedom Is but an empty name
Kven in our own Statu ihey are exclude from the mas*
essential privileges 0/ cltiaenthip. Debarred from aU
pei tioipitlon in public employments, rejected from most
of the institution? of learning niitl religion, governed by
laws which they have no share in framing, having baeu
denied the right ot sullrage by a vast popular majority,
shut cut from social intereuurie. aud coniittmned to a
lite of «%rviiity an J drudgery, their conation amongst
us ia c'eplorable in the extreme. Any great improvement

i t their condition under circumstances so calculated to
> ush the spirit of manhood, seems m rally lciposaiblf
The blighting effect of th inferiority to which they

are subjected. Is seen in the fact, that while every other
c la.- a has raj idly it cteased. the colored population of

this Btate bus dwindlnd from 50 0^7 in l»4o to 47 h:I7 In
I860 A result ao remarkable naturally ex-itna appre¬
hensions that the African like tne Indian race, ctnnot
peinianently co exist ou the same acil with the whites,
ai.ii that a aeparatii n Is unwary to prevent tbeir ulti¬
mate extinction iio**ever ui'just tne pervading ore-

judiee which affects the public a'atiment towar l tha
t .ack race may appear, its existence and let unfavorable

filesl upon thsir welfare cannot be disputed In s«ve-
.*' I States, thi» antipathy is disiilayedin laws prohibiting
neurt ea from coming within their bordera The people
ol Indiana adopted a restriction of that character la.st
y. ar by an "xtra rillnat v mnjotity It is evident that
every ichein- lor the elevation of the African to a sioai-
tiou <.( equality and full citi/.enabip iu our oountry, must
prove delusive until pride and the setae of superiority
shall have been extirpated from the human heart. The

i is lino is of nature, too powerful to be counteracted by
tin refinement of abstract reascain^ proclaim that
the two raurs must sooner or la'er be separated
The Ann rican i;> P oixation Society presents the only

orgmized a«ensy which has o utrlbu.ed to uooeler*te
this a' jarau. n, or predace practical roeults beneficial to
the Afrit an race Tb:s association wae foimed many years
ago by benevolent citizens in different secti ns of the
country, and has fjr ita objects to rescue the free colored
people of the United States from their eociai and politi-
cal disadvantages, by placing them wiierethey may en-

joy the blessirgs ol tr^e government, to spread civilisa¬
tion and religion throughout the oontinentol Africa: to
sriest and destroy the aUve trnde.aad to allord such
owners ,ub are willing toJiiDerate their slaves, an
asylum for their reci pti- n. lor the ascomaliih-
ment of these noble deaigos, a colony composed ol freo
colored persons emigrating voluntarily from this coun-
tiy. bus bet ti eatabln-ln d in hiberia. on the western
coast of Ati lea. for >ears the enterprise encoun¬
tered many ob«tacles; but these have been overcome by
persevering efforts. A careful examination has con-
vinci d me of the fea/ibility ai,d immense advantages of
the ULucrtakiog and of its pre-em«ueot claims upon our
support. Under the auspices of the society, nearly
10 OW free ciitred psrson- hare emigrated, m^ny of
them beirg alavea liberated on that condition 'Ihey
have established a free republican gov»rumeut, and ac-

qui red bj p ac ful mem<. a large extent of country,
unbracing I'tid IOC people, aDd atouud.ig in the ele¬
ments c f agricultural and commercial pro.-perity They
have shown thems*l7es competent to mak- their own
law.- »Ld adn.iui.-ter their aflairs with re/ul<nty and
justice industiy prospers school nnd churche- have
hi en istablished aid tfce peopls of thia iufan', colony,
carrjir.g with them the knowledge acquired In the
iceneot their former hum liation, »n spread \g Chris
tiacity and civilization our a portion of the earth
which has bt en sunk for agtM in heathen barbarism. The
valued thiscoi.sideiutii.il will be felt when it it remem¬
ber..! that th. population of Africa is computed a'
l'lO C 00,000. of whom a majority are in the most abjest
laveiy lly thi'elf.rts it the new repui.li the slave

tra.' ha^ I e, n suppre« ed along sewal huudri-d iaile< of
coHst and the exl-nse n ol the set tleueni w,U extirpate

' "at dote- r.hle tratll .* Thus we perceiv» that this gTaat
w. tk ol iHimanttjr may d«i« Uh mcr't o| r».

! deeming another continent from degradation, while It
inprtTti the condition of our own. it needs bo inillit
Ic vision to foreaee that cne of the great designs of .
mystejlous Providence fa to be fulfilled bv restoring the
oppressed mia of Africa to their native toll after oentn-
riex of bondage.

A cause so bealflsient, identified with the lastia? wel¬
fare of two of the great rac»« of mankind, rise highabove the partj ooute«ta of the day, and app»*in with
resiatleca foroe to the jnatlce and humanity of thn whole
Ameilcan people. I hope to aee it austalned by the libe¬
ral action of the national government, seconded by oor-
tributions from the several States The employment of
government ateamera to transport colored emigrants from
tli la country, would soon obrlate the neceaalty for a naval
squadron <>n the cout of Africa, which is now maintained
there by the United States, at great expense and waste
ol' life, for the suppression of the slave traffic. It raaf
be objected to the claims of the Ooloniiation Society
that its operations are gradual, and that the eon-
summation of its purposes will require a long series of
yearn. But we should reflect that it is impossible to re¬
move an evil of such magnitude by any human means
wilhin the period allotted to a single generation. It itf
not to be denied that the efforts of the association have
see ured the lib< ration of several thousand slaves, a re¬
sult nu re practical and beneficial than has been pro¬
duced liv Miiy other organization. Until some portion of
this coutltent or of the West India islands shall be set
a| art !< r the exclusive habitation of tbe colored race, Af-
rlcHncrloniistlon must be regard-d as the only effective
Hiixiii.. y of voluntary emam ipation.

A untiring ile.ire to emigrate is manifested by the blank
population. end ma^iy masters hav* declared their readi-
nets to free their sluvea when r>eane can be found foe
fhtir removal. Borne of the States have oi-iIh consider¬
able appropriations to promote thrt ohje.it, and an In-
cren ing interest has been ovlnoed by rfhTS New York
r.ujr li t not to be behind her neighbors in the performance
ol ii duty O important to her own welfare an 1 ho benefi¬
cial tr ;i larga portion of the liunnui family, now held in
melancholy debasement Ii is a worh In which Okris-
tinriS and patriots of all parties and in all section*
osn unit" their effort < without involving the
ccuntry is political «r geographical dissen¬
sions. 1 suliinit the wh«ie object to your en¬
lightened consideration, in the lirm belief th.it, upon t
full examination of its merits, you will deem It in accor¦«-
nnce with justice and policy, and an enlightened pnbuc
rentimetit, to manifest your approval of the cause by a
liberal tppropriitUon for the furtherance of Its benevolent
designs. .

,

Ilavirg fully determined to retire from t>fll<*.e at the
cioi-e ot my term, I trust I may l>e permitted to avail ray-
lelf of the pieaent opportunity to reuew to my fellow
citizens nn expression <T niy profound gratitude fur the
honors conferred upon me by their confidence, assuringthem of my ccntinuvl aspirations for the advancement
of my native State In virtue, prosperity, an.l happiness.

Washington hunt.
Aiiiam, January G, 1852.
The foregoing message having been read, tbe Senate

adjourned tlil to-morrow
Assembly.

Alsaivt, Jan. 0, 185.!.
THK Orr.IVINd.Rr.AT CONTKSTKO.

The roll wan called.
Mr. Wai.sh, (dun ) of the Twelfth district of New York'

objeetfd to the swearing In of Mr. Snow, (whig ) of the
Sixteenth dUtrlct of New York, an his seat was con¬

tented.
The Clerk said he wbi bound by the return of the '.Se¬

cretary of Btate. and Mr. Snow was accordingly sworn

in
Mr. Undfrwood, (whig,) of Cayuga, offered a resolu¬

tion, that the Speaker be eleoted viva vorr, which was

adopted.
Jonas C lleartt was then elected by the following

vote:.
Junss U. ITeartt, (whig.) of Keusselaer «il
I»ia*l T Iletoh, (dt<m ) of Krie 6H

It W Sherman, (whig,) of Oneida, w in elected Clerk.
Mr. Caldwell, (whig.) of Cansjoharle, was elected

Sergeant-at. Arms
Nathan Chamberlain (whig ) was elected Doorkeeper,
ihe Assmibly being now prepared (or business, the

Governor's message was received and real uft"r which
the body adjourned.

Police Intelligence.
.flrrwf of Otmar fVilkrv..Yesterday afternom, QeO.

Wilkes, the proprietor of tbc PofiYe Gazette, was arrested
by Uwyer Wagstaff, and handed ov r to constable Un>
linm. of Poughkeepfie, an J i flloer Unwyer, of thl< city,
who took hint into custody, on a bench warrant isnd
by th» Court « f Oyer and Terminer, to appear at Peugh-
keepsle ft r sentence on a conviction for ilW. The offi¬
cers intend to convey him to Poughkeepsie this day.

' Jlrrttl of a Forgrr Slrangr Detrlopemenlt .Yesterday
afternoon officer Stephens succeeded in arr. sting a man
named Nathan llarsb, on a charge of (urging two checks,
diawn for the separate ameunt* of f284 on whioh he pro¬
cured the mony under the following clroum'tatioej: . It
appears that on the 31st day of December last, the
r.cc.used called on Mr Kbenm r W Thwing, broker, No.
i:!' Wall sir. et. and exhiSittd for sale a check, of whioh
the following is a copy:.

Dkckmhrr 31, 1861.
N< rtb River Ilank.

Pay J. Ward *. 3cm, or order two hundred and elghty-
foui £6-100 d( liars. WRIQIlT, DKNNUON 61 CO.
On the fact of this check was written the name, '. Bal-

l<>w. ' which name was represented to be the genuine
signature of the paying teller oi the said '>ank.and
understood to be a certified cheek The genuine ap-
p>araneeof the si mature led Mr. Thwing to believe it
was a correct check, and as such paid the accused the
money for it. Subsequently it wa* sent to the bank,
and pronounced a forgery Oa the second day of Jah-
mry a similar check was passed to Mr. tiqarge Vrt k

Robinson, broker. No. 212 Broadway, for tKe same
amount, certified in the like manner. The pacing of-
the latter check wis communicated to officer 3t*ph«ns,
who, after a persevering search succeeded in arresting
Harsh y< sterday afternoon, on the above narudfl charges.
Sinre the artest of the accused it has be«n ascertained
that on Saturday lust he was tak' n into custody by a

policeman of the First ward, at the Instance ef Mr.
Thwing. and conveyed to his office, where an arrange¬
ment was cut' re<l into between the parties, the forgeir re¬
funded hack the amount pa'd to him by Mr Tnwing,
and then was permitted to escape, and would poisfbly
have evaded the justice of the law altogether, ft«<t it MR,
been for the perseverance of officer Stephens The codf-
poundlng < t a Mony subjects the part en concerned t<r
indictment and on conviction to a jiurlshm»nt in the
State pi i on Therefore, in otd» r that those persons
who fetl Killing to compromise with rogues, charged
with crime, may know the position the/ occupy in the
community. we give the law on the eutyect, as follows,
2d vol , Revtsed HUtutes. page 775:

Sec. 18 . Kv«ry f erson having a knowledge of the ae-
tual commission r,t any offence punishable by imprlson-
ni- nt in a Ktnte prls<>-.i for any oth»r t'-rm Mi*n for life,
who shall take any money, or pro-.-rty <,f another, or

any gra'uity or reward, or any engagement or promise
therelcr upon R»y agreement, or un>l' rutanding, ex¬

pressed or implied, to romnound or conceal any such
crime, or to abstain from any prosecution therefor or to
withhrld any evidence thereof, hall, upou conviction.
In* put. lulled by Imprisonment in a Stat" prison, not ex¬
ceeding three years or In a county jail, not cxct 'ling
Six n;i nths
What iteps the police magistrate Intend* to take la

such matters when the facts are laid before him. is a
matter yet to be known. One thing is certain, that if
people are permitted to compromise with felons, and al¬
low them to escape the penalty of the law, we may as
well abolish the statute law of rur Hate, aad every
thi*' or forger who can buy him elf clear l>« permuted
to go at lari-e and prey upon tin- honest citizens with
impunity. We h"pe the whole affair will b" thoroughly
investigated by the authorities Jutice Of born com¬
mitted ilarsh to the Tombs to await a further examina¬
tion.

City In telll£cn<'r.
Diath or Owts hi MMtM.Who l« there that fre

<|Uented the United Btate- court.-, in this city, and did
not know Oweu Summers And who that ha* kuown
him. did not admire him for the Mildness of his man¬
ners, the courtesy oi bis dem< auor, his willingness te
oblige, hie aptltuus f< r business, and the ability and
sfeiduity with which he dl<~harK«d his duties Owen
Sun uk r< is dead.taken off in the prim^ of manhood
from a large circle of admirers and friends. lie was. for
several yenrs past the principal cl*rk in the office of the

I nlted States 1>'* rlct Attcrney, where he rendered
himself flisient to the government and courteous to all
who came in ctntact with him Mr Summers ha I besn
forsrme moths pa«t In a delicate state ofhealib; and
cni Monday last >ield-d up his^intie spirit "to Uirn who
gH«a aed Uimwho takes away "

Cosoksb's Oi ru r. . Coroner Oe' r baring sufficiently
rioovered from his severe indi"pc-ition, has r-sum"d hu
oft:, ial dulies.
Smi id* .Thnrnas Reel a ho»rder ii 213 William

street, lacked himself up la one of the rooms, and cat
his throat with a raz >- Hf was discovers 1 about half-
poet 12 o'clock ysst»-iday morning, and takes to the hos¬
pital by oflicer dtre et.

Tlicatrlrnl nml Muslenl.
Bovrii Thratrk..The enlertaioments for this ere-

nln/sre the '. Lady of I,yens atid the new and excel¬
lent dra:ua the 11 Dead Man's Shot," both exoellent

Broaiiwju Thratsk.Mad Lola Mrntes appears this
. veiling In the splendid ballet pan' omiiue entitled " Da

J our de Csrnlval a Seville "

Niri o's UaR!>» n . As the Ravels engagement Is draw-
it g to a close. Thursday bring the last night, they should
b«' seen by all their admirers

Bt Riot's Tiikatri .The select' ns for this evening
consist of the comedy of " Caugh* in his own trap,'' the
'. Sciuggier's Son," and " Oliver Twist "

NatK nal Th> aTRi --These great favor' es, Mr and
Mrw. William*, appear to-night la the "Pilgrim of Love,"
and " B<irn to Good Luck "

Amiih as Mimh m -Hi' performances in the after
noon and svi ning eon. st of " Ail that Glitters is no"
Oold.'' " Major Jcntt's Courtship " snd the " Felr)
Gift."'
Bowfrt Ciri rs .The French cm pany of equsstrtanr

sre draw irg lar,/ audiences by their splendid feats Iv
the ring
Christt's Mimthi « elve excellent ¦>t»,rtainmf n

this evening
F*i r ows' Miwstn .* pr-.sent grod'

llneations.
Pporrssoa Arrrn s v Is del'gb'io# the in Mkj bf

hJ« ac,juh)g o«w UtCKs


