EDUCATION IN NEW YORK.|

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS.
SecheTARY’S Orvice,
DEraRTMENT oF CoMMON S¢HOOLS,
Ausany, Dea. 31, 1851,
TO THE LEGISLATURE:

The Superintendent of Cemmon Sehools, in con-
formity to law, respectfully submita the following
annual report.

1. CONDITION OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS.

‘I 'be returns contained in the nnnexed table show
the condition of the common sohools for the year
endirg on the 31st day of Decembér, 133, covering
nesrly the entire period during whioh the free
gchool aot of 154% remained in operation; a period
characterized beyond any other in the history of our
eommon fcbool gystem, for the agitation and ex-
citement of the pubiic mind consequent upon this
measure: & period of transition between a system,
vearly unsnimously adopted by the people, but
which, in its practical operation, had proved in
wany respeets eminently dissstreus, and a system
more in accordanocs with the popular will; a psriod,
consequently, peeuliarly calculated to tost not only
the strepgth of the public sentiment in faver of eur
elementary institotions for popular education, bat
the stability and value of thoie institutions them-
selves. TEe unequal pressure of local taxation for
the support of the robools, arising from an injadi-
elous provivion in the ast reforred to—a provision,
the operationof which, inthis reepeot, was almostec-
tirely unforeseer—had origioated n strong fesling of
hostility sgainet u syetem which, a faw months pre-
vieorly, bad received the deliberate sanceion an i
approval of an imwcense majority of the people of
toe State.  This hostility was manifested not only
by a very general demund for the entire and uncon-
ditional repeal of tho aot itself, but by a virtaa'
refural, on the part of the inhabitauts of a largs
proportion of the gehoo! distriets, to carry ita pro
vicions into effeet, beyond the point absolatsly re
quired as a condition for the receipt of their dis
tributive share of the public money. The schools
which bad, for & period of more than thirty years,
tpiformly been kept open for an average torm of
@ight montbe during each year, were reduoed in
many instances to four, and the provision for their |
support limited to the avails of the public funds.
®o streng avd general was the ourrent of opposition
to the obooxious details of the law, that the most
powerful efforts were reqoired on tha part of the
friends of education generally to prevent an entire
abandonment of the great prineiple involved in its
epactiuent, and which, wholly irrespective of the
particular mode of its execation, had received the
clear sssent and fall approbation of the peopls.

Pending a conflict g0 embittered and extonsiva,
embracing within 1ts range nearly every distriot |
and neighborhood of the State, and affectiog so |
many and such powerful interests, it could soarsely |
bave been expected that the prosperity and welfuro |
of the schoeols should not bave been eeriousiy and |
generally atiected A careful inspection of tho re- |
turns berewith submitted will, however, show that
while in some few respects the statistical tablez
compare unfavorably with those of precoding years,
their goneral results demonstrate a steady, reliable |
and gratifyisg improvement And now that a
crisis 20 perilous to the interests and the advange-
ment of our noble gysiem of priocuary edagation, has
been safely passed, and the irritating oauses of com-
plaint which induerd it, effiectunlly removed, we
may not unrcasongbly look forward to an un
interrupted progression and expansion of this most |
impertant departmeont of our free institutiona,

‘oe whkole nomber of school districts in the |
State op the first day of July last was 11,159, of |
which 8,507 are composcd of territory wholly
situated in the respective towns in whieh the school |
houses are located, and the remaining 2972 are |
joint distriote, comprehending portions of two or
more towns. As the trustees of each of these latter |
districts are required to report to the town superin- |
tendents of ench of the towns from portiors of which
the districts are compesed, the number of parts of
distriets included in these reports is stated at 5,651,
Returns in ascordance with law, have been received
from 8,118 whole and /1,524 part distriots, leaving
159 whole distriets and 127 parts of districts only
from which no reports have been received. Assum-
ing, as has hitherto been customary, each of these
joint districts to cofeist of territory situated intwo
towns, it will appear that rcports have been re-
ceivedfrom 11,080 districts, leaving 39 from which
no returns bave been made.

The average period during which the schools
were kept oper, under the charge of duly qualified
teachiers, was seven months and seventeon days.

The whole pumber of ohildren betwees the ages
of five and gixteen years, residing in the several
districts, cn 1he 318t of December, 1850, was 75,-
047 ; and the whole uumbar of ohildren reported by
the trustecs as having been underinsteustion, for a |
longer or shorter period during the year, was72h,-
291. Frowm the more detailed statement, however, |
made up from the teachers’ lists of attendance for |
the different perioda required to be stated for the |
information of the department, the accuracy of |
which may safely be relied upon, it appears that
the whole number of childran under instruction

during the year was #H00,430. Of this numbe
7,007 were under instrustion daring the entire
year; 43,206 for a pericd of ten months and le |
than twelve ; 59,42 for ¢ight months and lessthan |
ten ; 110 %51 for six months and less than eight: |
170,005 for four months and less than six ; 2125
for two moenthsand less than four, and 146,56
less period than two wonths |
The number of unincorporated gelect and private |
schools within the limita of the several distriats,
during the year reported, wae2 277, and the number
of pupils in atte ce on sush schools, was 45,510. |
e number of scheols for colored shildren in the
State ia 105 ; and the number of children between
the ages of five and sixteen taupg(l:_:. in said schools I

during the year reported, wasd,: A

The num of volumes in the several district
libraries, on the 318t day of December, 15350, was
1,507,077, showing an iucrease duriug the year re-
ported of 57,127 volumes.

Returns of the whole number of children between
the ages of four and twenty-one years residing in
the State on the first day of A t last, as re-
quired by the twelfth section of act d at
the last seseion, have been received from only 46 of
the 51 counties ; and po defective are those returna
whish bave been received, that it bas beem found
impracticable to submit any estimate under this
head in the preeent report. As the onment
of public money among the several sshool districts
wilf be made in accoraance with the em ration
of such ehildren, made on the 3lst of December
last, no injurious comsequences can result from the
omisgion le make the epecial returns required by
the met referred to.

ESTIMATES AND EXFENDITURES OF SCHOOL MONEY.
The whole amount of public woney received and ex.
mded by the several girtricts during the yesr embraced

E the reports of the trust ces, for the payment of teach-

£18' WEEES, WBL....0 0 000 $782 400 29

Raised by district tax under the provisions
of the act of 1849, for the same purpose... 8806855 03

Ralsed by rate bills voluntarily levied 156.940 54

Loca! fuuds spplicable to the pame parpose 20117 66

————

In sddition to this t, the sum of
is reported ns haviog been raised, (volun-
tarily, it is presumed,) to meet the ex-
pensen ariniog from the exemption of 1264
children from rate bills. and as raised by
district tax to supply deficiencies in rate
bills made out previcusly to the act o

IO, ii svhiaivasinsbusnsasysasiniin sine 15,916 03
There were also paid for teachers’ wages in
[ d schools, over and above the public
le to said schools......... 1,025 25

mouey '
Adding n:m two items, the total expendi-

ture enchers’ wages during the year g
reported will amount t0...........00 o o $1,250.840 02
Amovipt of public money expended for dis.
trict Beivesve susrnnavassrsssriane  OR1I0E DO
al,amount for teachers’ wages and libra-
The following additional sums were raised
by district tuxation for the purposes speci-
fied (==
¥eor purchasing school bouse sites .., ..., .. $58 860 01
For ding sehool DO, ..o LD 01D 86
For hiring school honses............oconnne 0400 00
}'nrnpnm.u'nhmlhuusn..”.,.......'..‘ 70,183 66
For insuring school houses, . ... . .0 oois . 153 29
FOEPOMl . cviisnsresssnvrarsessninnsrirsnses Thill 5l
For book case, bocks, and school apparaius. 16,645 16
s ETeat ol uhpentibns o oot e
te amount of expen ————
purposes durifig the Year.........o000000e $1.864.800 16

The whole amount of public money roccived from ail
sources by the peversl town ewperintendents during the
year euding on the et day Jaly lust, wes. $1.052.623 70
Ot which Lhere Lap been spportioned for

tenchers' wages, . ..., ..., .... 3500422 8

For librarive........ .. h Bes 0

—— (30,120 83
Loaviog onappropriated, o oo aeiiveinviiis $104.902 57
3. AVPORTIONMENT OF STATE TAX AND ITS AVAILS,

By the 2d seotion of the ** Act for the establish-

Ee

5

apportioned
s 10 horowith transmitied, aad will be found
the acoompanying table ( .)
wmma the same aet, the Suparia.
ten of Common Schools was directed, on or be-
ot in each yoar, to ap-

S Thiitad Gt eaoins mist

eight hundred tho golhor wic
gl.l".;.lf all other :omp np{)1 o :ha tho
sapport of common schools, equ among the s
veral sohool districts; and to apportion the remsin-
ing two-thirds of both these funds, after makiog a
specified provision for separate nsighborheods com-
posgd of territery adjoining other States, among
the several countice, towns snd cities of tha State,
aocording to the existing standard of apportion-
ment of the sohool money, on the basis of poaula:
tion aa ascertained by the last preceding oensus.
No returns baving been made from separate neigh-
borhoods, the whole amount of the State tax, and
of the revenue arising from the Comwon Sehool
Fund, ameuntiog in the a gate to §1,100,000,

has been appropriated in the mode presoribad b,
the act ; the sum of §366,666 66 having been eqaal-
ly divided among the 11,479 distriots, g;iting 31
M to each), and the remaining sum of §733,534 51
apportiongd among the geveral counties, cities and
towns in the ratio of the population of each as ns-
certaived by the United States census of 1550, just
completed. A table contﬂnlnf a full abatraot of
the sums apportioned and divided under oach of

these heads, 18 also appended to the prossnt report.

Some further legislative aotion will, it is oen-
oeived, be pecessary to enable the departinent to
carry into full eficet tHe existing provisions of law
in reference to the application of these funds. The
geveral amounts directed to be raised by tax in the
respective counties are required, when collected, te
be paid over to the County Treasurer, and to be
Leld by him, “ subject to the order of the State
Superintendent ’  If these amounts corresponded
substantially with those apportioned to the county
ud its share of the State tax and Schoeol Fond com-
bincd, the transfer could be casily made; but as
there is no definite relation betwesn the sum raised
upoen, and the sum apportioned to, the several coun-
ties, it becomes meceossary that the avails ol the
former ghall be concentrated in order to bo re dis.
tributed with the latier.  Thoe revenus of the Com-
men School Fund is also required by law to be puid
over to the State Treasurer, on the warrant of the

sll questien conclusive of thele intention, at
bazatde, to preserve usvimpaized the free school

ple ; and the e'roog vote of the direct repre-
sentatives of the people, in favor of the first seotion
of the act of the last sazsiop, declarstory of this
principle, aflords dubitable testimony of the
sirength of public sentiment io thise

Let wy louk tor & womont at the practioal
results of the existing law. [t purports on ita face
to be ** An et to vatablich ree pchools throughout
the Srate,” and the first mection oxplicitly declares
tbat *Common schools in the meveral sshool dis
trigta in thia State sbhall be free to all persons
residing fu the distriots, over five and under twen-
tyv-one years of age,” as thercinafter provided.
The ayoual revenue of the Comwmon Sehool Fund
smounts to three hondred thousand dollars; and
thls sum (exclusive ol 06,060 set apart for libr

urposes,) together with the avails of an snn

tate tax of =00 000 is aporopriated to the -
ment of teachers” wages. I'be average leagth of
timwe during which the several schools are kept
opon. during each year, ia oight months, or two
terme of four monthseach  The aggregaie amount
paid for teachers’ wages throaghout the State falle
a little ehort of &1 H00,000, and ia constantly in-
creasing as teachers of a higher grade of qualifica-
tion are bronght into the schools. For the first
term of four moeotbs, the echools may, thorefore,
be entirely free; in other words, free for one third
of the yoar. At t.o close of the second term,
there will be a balance of nearly $400,000 to be
collected by rate bill— an amount falling very lit-
tle short of the sum horetofore contributed for this
Eurpou. under the act of 1847. This onormous

alance will, undoubtedly, in the great majority of
instanccs, ivstend of heing eollegted at the elose of
the second term, be diffused over the entire year—
a portion only of the publis money being appro-
priated to ech term. Thus every child who en-
ters the school, ingtend of finting it fre:, will, at
the end of each term, be charged with a rata bill ;
and unlees exempted ou the ground of indigence,
by the trustees, Lis parents or guardians will be
cowpelled to pay the amount so aesessed with foes
for eoilection.  1s it not absclutely mockery to term
tuch o system free’

The preposition to authorize a permanesnt mill
tax on the property of the State, will, it is con-
esived, if adopted, onrry out the sishes of the peo-
ple and their delared will Tho aemount ia too
trifling to be burdensome to any individual; while

£

Uomptroller, on and after the frst day of Febroary
annually, to the several counly treasurers; but as

ment of free schools throughout the State,” passed
ot the last sereion of the Legielature, the sum of
eight hundred thousand dollare was dirested to be |
appually raiged by tas ou the real and personal
property of the Siate, for the pupport of eommon
sohools ; and it wag jande the duly of the State Su- |
rintendent, on or befors Lhe tenth day of July, in
ench year, to spportion the smount thus directed |
to be raised amoop the severnl oounties of the |
State, nooording to the valoations of real and per-
sonal property thercin, returned by the sssestors of
the several towne and citics in acoordance with the
law, and to certify the smount thus apportioned to
the elerk of esch countr, whore duty it was made
to Juy the same hofore tbe board of sapervisors of
ruch oounty on the first day of its snnual sessien.
This apportionment was duly made and cortified to
the peveoral oounty clerics within the time presoribed |
by Inw; aud so abstract thereo!l, containing the

no feparate ap portionment of this fund is required
by the existivg law to be made by this department,
neither the county treasurers nor tho Comptroller
have any means of mscertaining the shares diyto |
the reapective ceunties. The State Superintendent |
might, it is true,order the avails of the State tax in |
each county to be paid into the State treasury, f
whence the entire fund might be disbursed acsord-
ing to the apportionmest made in aceordance with
law; and this would seem to bs the most convenient |
and practicable mode of aczomplishing the objeot |
in view. To authorize this, however, & specific
appropristion of the fund to this purpose by the
Legielature is necessary under the provisions of the
comgtitution, the Comptroller being prohibited from
paying over any money from the State treasary, |
except by a direct eppropriation by law. Such an |
approprietion i3, therelore. respectfully recom- |
minded, in geason to enable the ssveral counnty
treasurers to make their drafts by tha first doy of |
February exsuing, for the whole amount uue their |
respective counties,
WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY .

In pursuanee of the aatherity conferred by the act
of the lasy pestion, entitled * An sot to authorize
the Superintendent of Common =chools to purohase
Webster's Unabridged Distionnry fur the common
gchools of this State,” a contrast has baen entered
into with Mcesars v &  Merriam, of Springftisid,
Massachusetts, for the purshune por velume, |
of a sufiicient nuiber of ¢ pied of that work Lo sup
Ely the orders ¢! the several distiicts indicating a

esire therefor; in the mode and within the time |
prescribed by the act. Taere is resson to belicve |
that in many districts the trustees have naglected |

| to order the work, from ignorance of the specfio |

provisious of the law, and that, if parmitted; they
would gladly avail thewselves of the liberal offur of |
the =tate. It is, therefore, respectfully recom- |
mended that the time limited by the set refurredto
for forwarding orders be extended until the first of
Oeteber next. So favorable an opportunity for |
eupplying all the schools of the State with n copy |
of this etandard and excellent work, at a greatly |
reduced price, ought not to pass unimproved.

Under the peculiar circumstances attending its
pagsage, the not of the last session was ungquesiion-
ably rﬁ;e best that could be obtained by the friends
of free echools  ‘The only alternative presented was
a return to the system in foree in 1847, and a virtual |
abandonment of the principle for whioh the friends |
of upiversal education had so long struggled, and
which had so repeatedly and signally trinmphed. [t i
will be recollected that althorgh & popular majo-
rity of more than twenty thousand votes had been
secured ngainst the repeal of the act of i849, forty- |
goven of the fifty- nine counties in the Stata had |
cast their voles nominally in favor of such repeal.
The representatives frowm those counties, consiitu- |
ting & large majority of hoth branches of the Legis-
lature, while fuily aware that the popular expression
ol their respective cenztituencies, adverse to the |
continwance of the law in question, was not to be
regatded €5 in oppositicn to the principle of free |
schools, felt themselves bound by that expression to
purtue a midd'e 2ourse bet ween the entire rejeotion
of that prinsiple and its unlimited ndoption. Con-
fident iu the ultimate settl t of the tion on
a basis in accordance with the dictates of public
sentiment, and relyivg on the intrinsic justice and |
soundoess of the principle involved, the friends of |
free schools consented to the adoption of the com-
premise proposed, without the slightest understand. |
ing on their part, or, as it is believed, on the part
of those who favored and brought forward the
amendment, that it was to be & permant digposition
of the subject. It wae, on the other hand, regarded
certainly, by the forwwer, as a temporary arrange-
ment merely.

}f it be coneeded that the public sentiment has
unequivocally declared itself in favor of the adop.
tiom of the free echool principle—and on this point |
there cannot, in the judgment of the undcrsigned, |
be the slightcst room to doubt—then any action of |
the Legislature, in contravention of or falling short |
of that principle, cannot justly be regarded as flual |
or corclusive. llowever desirable it may be, under |
ordinary circumstances, to avoid a re-agitation of
questious once fairly settled by legislative action,
and especially where these questions allect an inte- |
rest of such extent and importance as that under |
consideration, the will of the Eeople. fairly and
clearly expreesed, ig entitled to be carried into fall
effect ; and if, for any uuun‘ their representatives
bave failed to embedy thay will in their legislation,
there can be no euch binding efficacy in & compro-
mige .oeasure at variance, in any eesential respect,
with the declared verdict of the popular voice, asto
preclude subscquent action at the earliest practi-
cable period, in confurmity with such verdiet. The |
act of the 1ast seceion was clearly in contravention |
of the popular will, repeatedly and distinctly ox-
preeeed, £o far as the provision for meeting uny por-
tien of the expense of instruction in our ecomunon
schoole, by rale-bill, was concerned ; and although,
after & long, animated, and finally successful strug-
gle at the ballot boxes for the complete recognition
of the free school eystem, the people were disposed,
inview of the menifold ditficultics at\endant upon
the full embodiment of that principle by the Legis-
lature, to reet eatisfied with the important step
finally taken, a8 the utmost thai could, at that
period, be accompliched, it is manifest tha' their
comy u'l.wry acquicscence in this respect caunot pre-
clude them from ineisting, at any subgejuent
period, upon & complete and practical legisiative
recognition of the right of every child in the State
to free admisgion to the common sehools, during the |
pericd in which tkey may be open for instraotion, |
untrammelled by any pecuniary restriotion, how-
ever slight.

There izancther concideration connected with this
suhjeet, which capnot fail to addrees iteelf with |
great force Lo the stutesmen and legislators of our |
State.  Llither the free school eystem is in accord-
ance with the popular will, or it iz not. Either the |
prineiples upon whieh it is based are in conformity |
with the dictatee of a round and enlighented publis |

olicr. or they are at irreconcilable variance with |
T-.. n either cree there then should be nomediam
course between the full recognition and adoption of ‘
the eyetem, and it: practical incorporation as a
portion of our institution, and ite rejection alto- |
gether, and a return to the eystom a8 it previously
exested. It ie utterly incomputible with all sound |
Frinciplcu of legislation to deelare in one breath |
‘ that common e2koole throughout the State shall
be free to every child between the ages of five and
twenty-one years,” and in another to E“"M‘ for |
the compuliory impoeition of & rate-bill for the
expenges of such tuition, beyond a period embrac-
ing & portion only of the ordinary term of instruc-
tion. It ir emizently unworthy of the representa- |
tives of the Lmpire State, thus to ** hold the word
of promise to the car, and break it to the hopo.” |
Nearly two bundred and fifty thousand of the |
citizens and legal votere of the State consl.lt.ul.inﬁ |
a majority of one bundred and fifty thousand of ail |
the votes cast, doolnred in 1540 their desire that the |
commeon sshoels of the =tate should be entirely froe; |
and netwithstanding the obvious and umiversally
ponceded defecte of the law enacted with the view of
carrying their wishee into efleat, they refused by a

| mailrity of more than twenty thousand to sanction

its repeal, lost they ebonld oven seem to endanger
tho grest principle they had so successfully vindi- |
cated nud paserted.  Having thus repeatedly and |
deliberntely ylaced themselves upon the record, in |
this revpeot, they confided in their reprammfnl |
te remove all the objectionable features of the law
without afleeting the vital principle al stake. H

it boen their desire to restore, cither wholly crin |
part the old rote-bill eyetem, it isrensonable to sup- |
pose thiy would have proceoded direotly to the so-
complishment of their object by a &ocfliu vote in |
faver of the reponl of the aot of 1549, Their vote |
against such repeal, in the face of unanswerable ob- |
jeotions to tho details of that moct, i boyond '

| will be found uiterl

| racies and errors, in these reports, so great in many

the ohject to be effeetodjis one of the utmaont ma

nitude and importance. JIs there an individoal in
the State who would not cheerfully pay an annual
aseepement of one mill upon every dollar of his
valuation, or one dollar upon every thowsand, if
thereby he could eecure the bleecings of educa-
tion, not only for his own children, bu! for every

child of anitable age in the State, for the entire |
term dwing whioh the schools are kept open in |

each year, in all coming time ? [Is it not far botter
that the entire expenaes of tuition should be mat in
this maneer by one simple, definite, self-adjusting

procesa, adapting itself to the varying standard of |

pro
of
:a]
expense of & vexatious and karassing rate bill? 1

cannot heeitate, therefore, eordially and earncstly to |
reaommend the adoption of thia mensure as in my |
judgment best calculated to render our eommon |
schools in reality and permanently what they now |
are nominally, free; believing it to be due not only |

rty and valuation, and to the increasing wauts
e schools, than that the trustees of cach of the
even thousand distriots should be periodical

| to the highest interest of education, but to a proper

respect to the clearly expressed will of a majority
of our fellow citizens, that the moble enterprise,
the foundations of which bave been so strung‘!iy
Iaid in an enlightened public semtiment, should,
#ithout unnecessary delay, ba prosocuted te a
completien.

3 Whether, however, this desirablo rosult shall
be accomplished or postponed to a more favorabls
period, no reagsonable doubts can longer exist as to
the cxpedienoy, not to say the indispensable ne-
ceseity of a restoration in some form of the system |
of county supervision. The attention of the Legis- |
lature bae been annually called to this lub{w!. |
both by my predecessor in oflice and myself, from
the period of the repeal of tha act creating the |
office of csunty superintendent to the presont time; |
aud each additional year only increnses she strength
of the argument in favor ol the proposed reform.
Every ivcumbent of the office of State Superinten-
dent without uce%tiun. during the period which |
has clapsed from the passage of the original ast |
establis mﬁ this class of loral officers, has borne |
uniform and strong testimony to it ulility and ne-
ceseity; and the most enlightened friends of %opulnr
education throughout the State have, with equal |
unanimity expreseed their decided and uawavering |
conviction of its value and importance. The con-
siderations which demand its restoraticn, as an
eegential part of our system of public instruction,
are numerous and incontes:able; and it is by no
means going to far to say that in tho coutinued
abrence of some instrumentality of this natare it
impracticable to lay before
the Legielature and the people, that information in
relation to the eondition and adwisistration of our

| soboolsystem, which is so indizponsably requisite to

ite «fliciency and advencement The annual ro-
orts of upwards of eight huudred town superin-
tendenta, involving full asd detsiled aoccounts
of the receipts and disbursements of nearly a mil-
lion avd a balf of dollurs, are now required to be
made to the county elerk—an cflicor otherwise en-
tirely discotnceted from the system, and whose
whole duty consista in prepariog a mere abstract
of these reports, for the iuformation of the depart~ |

| went, without the power of ascertaining or eorrect-

ing uny errors or omissions that may oscar, how-
ever important. The unavoidable consequenca of
thie etate of things is the accumaulation of inmesu-

ipstances a3 to render them wholly nareliable for
the purposes for which they are required. A care-
ful inspection of those abstracts for any two conse-
cutive years will show that scarcely an approxima-
tion to that acouracy, which should be required in |
the cflicial statements of public funstionaries of |
every grade, is attained in the reports of the groat
majority of the town superintendents. There is, |
indeed, no reaecm to believe or to mrpua that an
porticn ef the public funds committed to their
baxds, is improverly or illegally expended; but
frem the impossikility of examining and connect-
ing their reports, where obviously erromeous—of
pointing out dediciancies and ina acies—and of |
subjeang them t- the scrutinizing teet of some
gupvrvigory euthoiy—the official statement of |
there officers wee, to o very great extent, compara- |
tively vatuelcss-as & full exposition of the pecuniary |
operations connected with their station. “Lhe same
remark is likewize applicable to other portions of |
their reports. Under such circumstances, it is ob- |
vicus that a mere enpmeration from year to year of |
tabular statistics without system or acouracy, must
for all the purposes of practical legislation, be not
only useless, but dangeroms. A county offior,
chozen or elected with express reference to the par. |
formance of his duties in this respoct, and invested
with competent authorily to cxereise a supervisory
Jjurisdiction over the several town superintendents,
would effectually remedy this evil. .
Indoperdently, however, of thess manifest ad-
advanteges arising from o return to the system
of county supervicion, there are numerous other

| reazons why lho best iatercets of cur common

gcheols would be essentially promoted by such a
measore. They have been so lrequontly and fally
recepitulated in previous commuxzications from
this dcpartment, and in the reperts of the appre-
iate legislative committeer to whom the subject
28 from time Lo time been referred, that their re-
petition at this time would be snpuremfn:nry and
urcalled for. The whole subjcct will be Tound
fuily diecussed and elucidated in the report of the
Cemmiseioner already referred to; and | deem it
on'y <ece:enry to add that the entire experience of
the der artinent duricg the period of my supervision
of itr ¢ airs, has atrupathenod the conviction en
tertained and expressed by me ot its eommence-
mext, that a recurrence, at the earlicst practicable
eriod, to the rystem so unfortunately and inju-
Sioiouly abandened in 1847, would be attended
with the most beneficial results to the prosperity

| and welfare of our common schools.

STATE RORMAL SCHOOL.

This excellent institution continues, ]perloclinlly,
to furnish our echools with teachers of the highest
grade of euallcn;:l, and to vindicate the far seein
wisdom which provided for its establishment an
permanent maintenance. The report of the Fixe-
cutive Committee will present an outline of the
operations during the Rll‘l year, and of its present
state and condition. At no previous perio Iﬂ its
history have its prospecte for continued nsefu
been more flattering and auspicious; its arrange-
ments for eupplying echools more perfeot and oom-
prebensive; or its corps
and devoted.. It is earnoatly to be hoped that the
distinguighed ruccess of thin iostitution may induce
the further extension of the eystem, in other sec-
tione of the State, until every distriot shall be fur-
nirhed with thoroy 1‘1_!? educated and compotent
tenchers. The fon the State can in no m
be more beneficially applied than in seouring
moet degirable result. Our invaluable aimm of
common fchools can offectually nccomplish the eb-
Jeet of their establishment only with the aid of well

|
|
urdened with the trouble. and parents with the !
|
|

. opinion,

of teschers more cfficient |

ptod
' roquisite sp
roynwan for their encoursgement, as wall for
be past as the present year, be mado [t had aiso
88 very desirable, in many respanta,
that some adequate 'gﬂl'lliﬂll #hould be mads by
the Lughuln seloction and designation,
either by 1he. ent or soma officer apesill
designated , of competent and w
% fled | to preside over and condact
tho exeroises of thess institutes, in order to render
them efficicot in the bighest prasticabls dogree,
towards the accompilishment of the objeot in viaw.
GOMMON SCHOOL LAWS AND INSTRUUTIONS.

In ncoordance with the direotions contained in the
section of tho ot of the last session for the estab-
lishment of free schools thromghout the State, the
soveral Inwa relating to common schools, with fall
instructions and expositions, and a complete digeat
of the several decisions now in fores and applicabls
to the existing system, acoompanied with a concise
history of the or mm- of the system,
and & summary of ita leadin tures, have been
compiled by Samuel S. Rl-n’.lll Deputy Superin-
tendent, under the direotion of tiu t, and
f}mudod to the soveral school dis and school
olficers.

The-attentien of the Legislature was callad, in
the lnst annual report from this department, to the
pecessity and importanoe of restoring jurisdistion
on appeal to the Superintendent, in all sshool dis-
trict controversies, of which he was inadvertently
deprived by & clerioal error in the engrossment of an
act pagsed in 1544, A bill for that purpose passed
the Asgombly at its lnst session, but was emitted to
be geted upen in the Senate, from want of time.

DISTRICT SCHOOL, JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

| respectfully recommend a renewal of the State
subscription to this valuable periodioal, a8 an indis-
pensable auxiliary to thatdepartmont in the trana-
wission and communioation of official infarmation,
ard in the disrewinetion of ecdusational views gene-
rally, Its value in these respects might be essen-
tially enhanced by un inorease of the appropriation
in 118 favor, which wou'd enabla it to dispense with
the neceesity ot seeking adverticing patronage, and
to devote its o:lumupa entirely to the objsot for
which it was specially designed

July last, the Governor was authorized to appoint
& commissioner, whose daty it should be to prepars
sud report to the Legislature, at its onsuing ses-
slom, an entire common sekool code, in one aot.

Under this authority, the nppointment of commumis- |

sioner wasg conferred ¢n Samuel 5. Randall, late
Deputy Superintendent of Common Ssaools, who
proceeded at once to the discharge of the duty thus
devolved upon him, aud whose report will be for-
warded to the Logislature at an early period of ita
eession.  Following, as this resolution of tha As-
scubly did, immediately vpon the completion of
a full copsolidation sad arrapgement of the exist-
ing provizicns of law in relation to common schools,
under the act of the last seesion, the commissioner
deemed himself nuthorized to incorporate in the
rew rovision such amendments and modifientions of
tho system now in force, us, in his best judgment,
after full and free consultation with the moston-

lightered and experienced friends of education |

tkroughout the State, scemad desirable and neces- |

eary. The priccipal seggestions and recommenda-
tions made by him in the discharge of this impor-
tant and responsible duty, are fully in accordancs

with the views of the department ; and their adap- |

tion will, it is coufidently believed, place our com-
wmon sehool a'i‘stcm upon a permanent and satisfao-
tory basis hey aro understood to embrace as
their lesding and prominent objectsa—first, the
ceparation of the office of Superintendent of Com-
won Schools from that of Seoretary of State, and
its ercotion into a soparate and distinet department;
secoud, the substitution of a permanest sonual
State tax of one mill upon every doilar of the ag-
gregate real and personal property of the Srate,

tor the support of common sshools, in lieu of thoe |
precent tax of cight hundred thousand dollars; |

avd, thirdly, the restoration, in a modified form,

ard with suitable guards and restrictions of the |

&) stemw of county supervision.
The propesed alterations of the existing syatem
are ioceperdent of each other: aod any one or

| more of them mway be adapted by the Legislatura,

srd epgrafted upon the system to the exclusion of
otbers; or the whole may be rejected, lenving the
ennctments of the present law to stand substan-
tislly as they are, with a new and improved olassi-
fication and arrangement, and with such modifica-
tion of their datails as to adapt them more perfeotly
to the ohjects for which they were desigued, and
to earry out more fully the obvious viaws and
wviches of the Legislature Some amendments of
the existing law will doubticss be found absolutely
incispensabie; and, if combincd with s fall and com-
plete revision of the system, in such a manner as to
render it permanent, ag far a3 may be practicable,
there can be no doubt that the interest= and wol-
faroof thecchools, andof the inhabitants and officera
o! the several distriets, would be materially pro-
woted by such au arzangement.

1. With refercnce to the separation of the office
of Superintendent of Common Schools from that of
Secretary of State, the expression of any opinion
in favor of the adoptics of such & measure, in the
peeuliar porition of the present incumbent, about
1o give plage to a successor, clected with expross
riference to the conjustion of the two offices, might
secm 2omewhat indelieate and improper. Conscious,
however, of being actuated by no other motives in
this respect than such a5 regard the true welfare
and improvement of the common schiools, and forti-
fied by the nearly unanimeus opinion of the fricuds
of education throughout the State, of all parties, 20
far ag an opportunity has been afforded through
tke medium of a very extensive correspondence,
and by personal iatercourse, Lo asecertain that
i eundersigned eaunot hesitate to express
his entire conviotion that the department of com-

| mon schools should conatitute a distinet and inde-

pendent branch of the government. The nature
ard extent of the official duties devolved upon the
Seerctary of Btate render it wholly impractizable,
if not absolately impossible, for that officer to be-
stow that time and attention upon the complicated

| interests involved in the general supervision of the

commen #chool n{sum. which their great impor-
tance imperatively demands. This important
branch of his duties is consequently necessarily de-
volved, to a very great extent, upon a deputy ; and

| while, it ia believed, no serious cause of eomplaint

has yet oocurred in the mode in which those duties
have heretofore been diacharged, a due regard to
the publio interests, and a proper appreciation of the
maguitude and responsibility of the trust thereby
cor ferred, would geem to dictate that a department
embracing the direct and indirect supervision of
upwards of eleven thousand school districts, with
their forty or fifiy thousand officors, and of noar!

one thousand t.wn officers connccted with thi

| brarch of the public serviso, through whose hands

nearly three millions of dollars of public money
annually passes, rhould be under the direot sufer-
vition and perecnal mansgement of o responsible
and efficient head, choten by, and accountable to,
the people or the Legislature. ‘I'hereis, it is bo-
iieved, no other inetance in our institutions of the
combiuation in one officc of powors and duties so
variant and incompatible;: and no valid reason
exists why. at the present tims, and under existing
cireumstances, these powers and duties should not
beeeparated.

The propoeed substitution of o permanent annual
Hitate tax of one mill upon every dollar of the real
and persenal property of the t‘tm, in lieu of the
e1isting tax of cight hundred thousand dollars for
the support of common schools, commends itself to
the judgment cf the under'ltilgmd 8% & moasure
fraught with incalculable blessings to the cause of
univereal education. If adopted, and permanently
ngr:md upen our existing system of eommon
echools, its effects will be to earry out, in the most
simple, efficacious and perfest manner, the will of
the people, repeatedly and distinetly expresscd,
thatthe propear:.ot the State shall provide for the
elementary education of all its future citizens, and
that all our common schools shall be entir

o% free
to every child. This principle having been fully re-
coguired and established, after mature oo

| tion and discussicn, it is unnecessary now tore-open

the grounds upon whish it was adopted, or te on-
ter sgain upon the arguments whichhave so effse-
tually demonatrated its soundness, The Legisla-
ture, at its last seseion, solemnly and definitely
;ncorpoaged it Tilb:inlbllll u;:'l:o“r an;utmn{ ofa
aw, m TE & TRl APpro on o]
gregate property and lul::dl of the St” :{o
nantenance and support of common schools.
This appropriation, however, liberal and enlight-
encd as it wae, and wortby of the vast resources
and immense wealth of the State, proves i
quate to the full accomplishment of the noble ob-
eot in view--the education of all the ohildren of
the State, dwing the whole period ordinarily de-
voted in each year to common sohoel instruction.
An incopeiderable fraction of & mill upon ench dol-
lar of the incroased valuntion of real and personal
estule innll thatia requisite, in addition to the pro-

| vigions slready made, to secure the inestimmble

«unlified instructors; and all experience has domon- |

etrated that the art of tenching can be acquired only
by n systematic and enlightened course of intelloc-
tinl and morsl trainiog in institutions expressly de-
signed for this purpose.

TEACTHERS INCTITUTES.

The Legislature, at its last session, doubtloss
inadvértently, omitted to make any appropristion
for the expenses of these associations, as provided
for in the sot of I847. “I'bey have evnsequen
been left during the past yoar to their own unaide

| rescurces; and not being genorally aware of the

omission, the teachers of sovoral of the counties
bave assembled as usual, organized, and eonducted
tbelr exercises, on bhe supposition that thoy were
to participate, ne heretofore, in the bounty of the
Stute.  'T'be great utility of these institutions, ss o
preliminary discipline to teachers about engaging
in the businets of instruction, is now universally
conceded as woll in our own na in other Himtes,

berclit of free schools, in all coming time, to every
child of the State. 1t would be utterly unworthy
of the enlightened forecast of the groat majorit

of our follow citizens, to mpgon that they are no

prepared te make this slight additional saorifice
for the permancnt accomplishment of an objoot of
guch great importance. “I'he present State tax of
§=010,000, amounting aé it did under the valuation in
foree abtho period of ite adoption to considerabl

moro thana mill wpon ench dollar, is insufficient,
with the aid of the annual rovenue of the Common
School Fund, to provide for the support of the
schicolsof the State for an avorage poriod exoood-
inﬁ eix months during each year. A permanont
mill tax on the existing valustion oapable of ad-
juating iteolf from time to time to the fluctuating
valuation of the property of the State, and te the
incremsing wants of the schools, will, in uno-

tion with the public funds already applicable to
that object, previde liberslly for the m.fpnrt of
overy echool in the State daring the entire

onr.
wition to these views, it may pmhb{' bo
tho aotion of the Logialatuco at ite laat

In o
urgod

session providing for an aooual State sax of

000, in addition to the anoual reveous of the
school fund, for the eopport of common schools,
scd direoticg that woy deficioncy in this respeot
sacald ba supplied by rate bill, should, uader the
circumitapces, be regarded af o final compromise
between the views of the fricods snd opponents of
an entirely free school system ; thet it ia inexpe.
diemt ul{njudiaium sgain to throw open to legia-
Iative and Iar discussion, & subjoct upon which
60 um.,m 8 diversity of feoling and of opinion
is known to exiat; that the very general anquies-
cence of the peopls in the present disposition of
the matter is indieative of their satisfaction with
the uhtlnﬁ law; and that it is unwise atthia
[ period to disturb these arrangementa 8o re-
cently and with such great unanimity adopted,
cepecially in the absensce of any experience of their
practioal workings, and of any general demsnd for
their altcration or modification.

These objections are, unquestionably entitled to
great weight, in the consideratien of thia subjact ;
:{nd unlees they can barf&lrlr nvnngmoeh, the naoui

ty or expediency of the proposa ADEY mus
be regarded as doubtful. .

GENERAL WEMARKS,

In bringing his official labors to a olose, and sur-
rendering the administration of the department to
other hands, the undersigned can only indulge the
hope that during the critical and stormy period in
whioh the complicated intereata of public instrue-
tion bave been committed to his guidanoce, some
advancement will be found to have been made in
the right direotion. On assuming the responsible
chu'ge ontrusted to his hands, two objects present-
ed themeelves mas, in his judgment, of sufficient
importance to demand his individual atteation and
utmost efforts. The one was the preservation aund
perpetuation, in all its intefmy. of our admirable
system of district sohool libraries, seriously en-

angered by what he deemed, and atill deems, a
most injudicous provision of the existing luw,
authorizing, under certain oconditions, an entire
diversion of the munificent fund provided for
the aroual replevirhment ofy thesa institutions;
and the other was the enterprise of rendering
every one of our eleven thousand sohoola free to
every child of the State ef a suitable age to partiei-

| pate in their benefita. In the accomplishment of
REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE SCIO0L LAWS, |
By a resolution of the Assembly, of the llth of |

the first of these objocts, entire suecess has been
obtained, by an unoompromising refusal in any case
or under any circumstances, to
sanction of tho department to the application of
any portion of the library monay, to

—_—

ive the requisite |

any other ob- |

ject than the purchage of books and solentific ap- |

paratus for the use of schools. Many and strong
teu'Fnl.ionu have from time to time been prosent-
ed, for a departure from the strict and rigid rula
thus preacribed; and doubtless frequent and ssrious
cffence has been ilven by the unyielding pertinaci-
ty with which it has been adhered to  Tho alter-
native, however, soemed to be presented, on the
one band, of a gradually and ultimately entire
absndopment of that far-seeing and enlizhtened
policy by which every school distriot and every

neighborhood of the State was annually supplied |

with the means of intellectual and morai cultiva-

tion, and on the other, of a firm and decided re- |

fusal, in apy case whatever, of that consent which
the law required as a condition precedent to the di-
version of the fund. Theimportance of the prinsiple
iavolvedin this determination may have beon ovar-
rated : and if so, the remedy is at hand and may
easil; be applied. It has, however, appeared to
me, from long observation of the workings of the
system in this respect, that the means of free ac-
cese on the part of every family of the State, and
each member of cvery family, of suitable age, toa
judiciously selected library _com;érislng standard
worke in every t!e];artmmh:ril literature and science,
involved advantages and blessings not to be put,
for a moment, in compotition with temporary peou-
niary considerations. Whether fully appresiated
ornot at the present moment by those most inter-
ested in their gra!emhion, the time can not be far
distant when they shall be universally regarded as
among the choicest and moat hilghly prized bloss-
ipgs which it wae in the power of legialation to con-
fer. The universal diffusion of thischeap and popu-

lar mede, of the elements of koowledge, the incen- |
tives to usefulnesz, and the incitements and onoour- |

agements to virtue, conatitutes the surest safeguard
to our free and republican [nstitutions, and aifords
the mest reliable guarantes for the continusl pre-
valence of that intelligence and integrity which
alono can perpetuste our existence as a people.

| These inestimable advantages would bs poorly

exchanged for a elight and tempor relief
from the inconsiderable burthnnp? o t to

Trade and Commerce of the Canala.
(From the Albany Bvening Journsl |

In sccordance with our usual castom, soon affer
the cloee of osnal navigation, wo vow pesiouc oar
readers with a pretty full acsount of the amouant of

perty passiog through this great sciery, for tae
hree paat seasons.

The canal closedssoveral days owrlior than was
anticipated, and so suddenly, tbat a largs amouat
of property, consisting principally of fdour, wheat,

Y. ui beef, destined for tide water, was
locked up in the canal between Schencotady aad
Little Falla, whioh, haditarrived here, woald have
materially altered our figures for this year

The commercial yeur, bowaver, com pares favors

ably with any of its predecessors We have not
complete raturns of the amount of proparty goiog
from tide water; but from the fact t.zl:-t while thers

bas been a slight falling off in the tonnage coming
to the Hudson river, the aggregate tolls recnived
on all the oanals exceed those of last year mbout
$70,000, thus showing that a larger amount of pro-
perty bas been oconveved on the canals thap thars
was last sonson.

During the summor and early fall, the railroads
monopolise the earrying tradein gerilhsbla artiolos,
and dealers in butter, cheese, avd lard, avail thom-
enlves of thoso facilities to securo an early mucket
While this is true in regard to the articles mamed,
the canals must neeessarily retain such articles ae
sugar, molasees, iron, &¢ , which paying but small
profits to the trader, will not bear o high o rate of
transportation as oh y railroads.

In Fobruary Inat, the Canal Board made conai-
derable reductions in tolls on several of tho loadiog®
articled to be transported to nnd from tide water,
and while many doubted the wisdom of their aot,
the result has shown their sagacity. Wa aro in-
elined to the belief that the present Board will ba
called upon during the winter to make further con-
cessions, which they will undoubtedly asocde te, if
gatisfied that it will be for the interest of tho State

At an early day we shall endeavor to give the
“ goneral movement,” showing the ageregate ton-
page of property ascending and descending the
canals, and its estimated valuation,

Wo now submit our tables showing the amount
of property arriving at tide water, whioch embraocs
the returns from New York, Albany, Weat Troy
and Waterford oflices, and the estimated valuation
of the same:—

Brarement. siowive THE Torar QUaNTiTy oF vacH Apri-

the paywment of teachers’ wages. Nor have
I been insensible of the important and, in my
judgment, decisive consideration, that there can not
he the slightest equitable claim on the part of the
inhabitants of the several school distristato any
portion of the funds thus set apsrt for this spacific
purpose, unlessit be the {nluaun of the Legislature
thu: todivert it unconditionally and abaclutely from
the beneficent object to which it was originally con-
ceorated. | earnestly indulge the hope that this
will oot be deemed necessary; and that this on.
lightened acd noble feature of our system of public
ingtruction, instead of being in any respect weak-
ened or reatricted in ita operation, will be cherished,
expanded, and perpetuated to the latest generation.

Uur echools are not yet entirely free. Deeply ns
this is to be regretted, after the noble, unyielding,
and repeated efforts of the devoted fricnds of uni-
versal oducaticn—ufter the distinet and clear ox-
preseion of the popular witl in this respect—and
after the unaszailable grounds of principle and ex-
p!dirnc{ so successfully vindicated by the advo-
vates of reform—there are ample and abundant

tources of consolation in & review of the con- |

test which has been waged for the ado

tion of this great meamre. So far as pub-
lic opinion is coneerned, the question may, un-
doubtedly be regarded as definitively settled.
Reforms of thia nature, when based upon sound
reason and enlightencd polioy which underlie the
prineiple of universal education, in a country such
83 ours, never go backwards The indispatable
right of every citizen of the American republic to
such aneducation as shall epable bim worthily and

cLE wHich case 10 THr Hueosos Rives oy ack tew
Caxars vonrve e Yeans 1849, 16850, ann 1851 =
THI 1 DREST, 1849 1530 1851
Fur and peitry, lbs., 564 551 656,000 4841
Product of Wiod =
Boards & scantling, (¢ 207 401140 425005442 457,286 082
Bhingles, M......... 51.258 1,508,088 67.706
Timber, cublo fest,,. LTADT OLT 1 GO0 268 3,180,170
Etaves, [ba..... 1341560350 202,224 000 137,251,100
Vood, cords. . 4.... 11477 12411 12640
Asher pot & pe'l. bbla 41.2%9 52,937 51
jul‘ll'l.[:.!‘!’.'ﬁ} .
Product of «Animalsi—
Pork, bb{n i 73,685 40,518 45,013
Beef ..... 106 492 PT 200 T
Bacon, b BATTT64  D6BO000 10901918
Cheesa ., .. 42,007 818 24584000 25 608,046
Butter .o..viirene .. SUBB0E0L 17,104 000 1 54345208
Latd...iarinn #0583 082 S 27,000 10 514,990
Lard o1l gals, o —_ 67 4t 240,708
Wool, 1bs. ... L 12700400 11086000 105174084
Hidea.... boG.oud 468 000 aTl, T4l
TalloW.sssineessonos - 578.000 <7 810
Fegetalie Food :—
F\ou.:, 1T R 8263087 2236077 3368466
Wheat, bushels,, 2704080 S6T0.754 8,109,632
Bye i 129942 472,306 508 603
COTD.e s coevonrenee 0121270 52035008  TOT0.346
Corn meal, bbls. — 11,983 7,335
sarley, bushels 1420104 1744,868 1,881,100
OBEB o vvvvrnanens L.407 595 2 460,087 4034682
Bran & shipstuffa, 001 402484000 45476240
P eis and, beans, bus, 160224 70.616 120,502
Potatoer .covserannn 212311 230,609 630 182
Bried frait, Ibs..... 780300 1438000 1423350
11 other Agriculturel Producty ;==
Oo‘tqlon, “:ed cees G160 11140490 287,230
Unmanufact to-
baceo, lba, .. . 18806058 TOA000  2.894,600
Hemp.ieivsirnsronns 66, 1161,040
Clover and grass seed 2470008 1,418,000 B609.400
Flax seed.. o oovoes. 1081084 1,146,000 166 804
HopSuuessss 1,877,808 880, 630 B34
MANUFACTURES,
Domestic apirits, gals. 2107606 1617006 2510408
Beer, barrels ........ - 5 63
Linsesd oil, gallons, . -— 208 ]
Oil mesal & cake, 1bs. -- 6302000 6314000
Btarch. ..., e — 27400 2668032
Leather 5,6326810 7,176,000 8 203 606
Furni o L116500 L0200 1058714
Agricult’]l implem’is. —_ 16 000 L‘ltlrMu
Bar and pig lead.... 11,167 53,000 16,400
Pigiron coove e veee, 9006108 5276000 6756400
Castings, ... coueie - 1,580,000 247070
arts
oo ool o — w1830
Bloom and ber iron.. 27006018 22120000 50 440,204
160D WBre...0ei0saae  LTE7.600 — 3700
Domestio woolle: 1,066,615 1,018 000 A% 540
Do, cottons 2408425 1868000 2249835
Ds, mait... 983008 18104000 12 082168
Foreign ealt,. t - 1520000 1,195,800
[ |01 H"-lt‘?'ﬂ 1;”-,:' .nd
Jive cattle, 5,
shieep, lblo' — 1578000 BAA 53D
Btome, lime, sndelay. 51030818 87 016000 104.167,000
| Gyprum ..e000.0. oo 2501600 6.050.000 1 688,600
EEA. . oanes e — 1250000 5678364
Mineral coal . 26160000 31140000 40,023220
‘ish,.... - 455,000 277 615
Copper ore, . o - 104000 417,780
Flint ename °. _ 2,000 -
Bundries............ 101.244.828 Q4112000 111020090

srnperlr to discharge the varied and responsible |

uties incumbent upon him, as such, cannot long
remain practicall muo;nfud in our republiean
institutions. [t already ingorporated itself in
the eystem of publio instruction of several of our
sister States; it has found its way into the muni-
cipal rogulations of all our cities, and many of the
most imsorunl. towns of our own State; and,
above and beyond all, it has entwined itself into
the deepest convictions and soundest regards of the
reat mass of the people. Its full assertion may
deferred, bul eannot ultimately be re B
.In the vindication and maintenanoe of this prin-
ciple, it has been my fortune, during the whole of
the brief period of my conneotion with the depart-
mont, t0 ocoupy a conspicuous tion. As a
necessary consequence of this position, voluntarily
assumed, and firmly maintained, I have been eon-
tent to endure and to confront s more than ordi-
pary share of 051&1!"‘ and what was re-
garded by me as of in tafy arm consequencs,
to witness the inevitable reaction upon the schools
of the State of & protracted and embittered con-
troversy. That controversy is even yeot undoter-
mired ; and it ‘may require years to repair the
breaches ocoasioned by ite existence. But | have
the consolation of knowing that the part which [
bave taken in this controversy was the result of a
firm and abiding convistion of public and private
duty—of duty to the State whose confidence had
Leen repoted in mé as a public officer, charged with
the administration of a most responsible and impor
tant trost—of dnt{'
terceted in the sat

factery adjustment ef a question

! which came directly home to the business and the

hearth of each one of them—and of duty to the sight
hundred thousand children who annually throng
the distriot echool houses of the State, to obtain
that education without which their future pros-
pecte of usefulness or happiness woere to bo fa-
tully blasted. Sustained and supported by

to my follow citizens deeply in- |

thege considerations, and by the active ¢o.operation |

ol many of the most enlightencd friends of educa-
tion in every section of the Sm.ﬁlm’ aourse of sc-
a ocare

tion was plain; and upon and soarching
review of conduct and motive, | find not to
refenact or regret, but my own inability more effes-

tually to realize the full convietions of my judgment
and the most ardent wishes of my henrt in this
respect. If | have, though feebly and imperfectly,

contributed in any elmﬁal degree, o the ultima
triumph and full recognition of the nobls prineiple
of universal education, th h sohools free toall—
if in part through my humble exertions, the future
millions of ehil who shall harelftoronlﬂ&nu
in our elementary institutions of lurnini;, 8 be
anilted freely to amlelpate in the ine
loasings of sound inteHeotual and moral instruction,
without reatrictien or disoriminmtion, my highest

carthly ambition will bave been amplﬁ realizod.

Curistorugr Moraan,
Superintendent of Common Sehools.

OnscENITIRS FROM Cmina.—A remarkable im-
portation hae recently taken f”“ from China,
congisting of a series of paintings, or, more pro-
perly, onrvings of an elaborate oharacter,
and contained in a kind of frame, eash havin
hinges inversely, g0 as te close after the manner
o draught board in the form of a book. On ex-
amination of this piece of mechanism it was found
that each of these painted earvings formed a slide

which diseovered another carving of an equally |

elabarate desoription, but of a grosely obscenc ohae
racler, the figurez comprising these obsocnitios
boing oarvings in ivory representing Chinese
characters. Itis bolieved that on no previous oo
casien has the pkill of meohanioal art been more
grossly perverted Lo an improper purposs. The
oarticles were, it secma, in franstlu for Franes, but
the authoritiea have given direstions for these ob-
ecene oarvinge to bo immediatoly and entiroly do-
stroyed —London Puper.

AvusTRALIA. —~Nowa from the gold digginga states
that gold continues to be found in large quantitios,
;?al.mt the loolonlsts nro beiag ruined by wani
0

stimable |

-

Bratament showing the aggregate, in tons, undse the
divisions as specitied inltha above table (—

B 1850. 1851
The Forest.......... 686,547 47,768 021 387
Agriculture......... 706 600 936,048 800,008
Manufsotures....... 44,958 80 660 03,608
Merchandlee. .. ... .. 5,870 7.106 5 340
Other articles, ..... 04,009 118,373 106 188
Total tons ........ LAGTAME 2003865 340107

Bratement showing the estimated walue of emch article

which came to the Hudson River,on all the canals,
during the years 1849, 1850, 1851:~
THMK FOREST. 1840, 18350. 1881,
Fur and peltry, lbs... $0683,864 $818,345 $606.900
Bourdad aantitng ft, 4460157 6363734 7208197
& & scantling. ft, 4450, :
Bhingles, M.......... 18374 204,668 206,300
Timber, cuble ft. 119608 440400 488
Btaves, b8, ..o0uvess 893,701 908,612 745,183
Wood, cords, « o vevs. 66 40,743 366
Ashes,pot & pe'l.bbls, 1016800 1,518,086 841,731
d AOR ltl';.,:‘l;l:;.
Product of JiIné -_—
York, 768 431 512,78 653.040
Beel.... 1.944.860 866,789 681,300
Bacon, |ba 614,008 6BO 023
Cheens .. 2,730,911 1956122 1,683 806
Butter., 2.093.832 22918688 132897
Lard...... 086814 020868 073340
!*’ml ‘i%i’h" 4,072,568 l,a;;:nneg s lotsts
001, seue Ui i 101y
B asnesnse 60,037 64,801 03,
TalloW seesainsnsanes — 40,624 18.712
Fegetalle Food j==
Fiour, bbls. vvs svn s lB.Blb.PI 16230426 13436643
‘Wheat, bush.. « 2993160 8.37,708 8,061,110
Rye. vounes veu 187 645 5028 1
OO, esuivessansess 3070488 £,000,800 4,447,082
Corn meal, bbls...... i 20,172
Barley, bush.,,..ov» 888116 1417827 1454541
OB . oovusasnaersses 588,084 1,014,078 1,263,062
Bran & ship stuffs, 1bs. 447, 853 366,801
Peasand beans, bush, 160,234 #9.382 143 299
Potatoes ....covuuui 117,818 1323.260 342475
Dried frait, Ibs...... 78,007 132,010 114,108
Al other Agricultural Products: =
Cotton, Ibs. ..o aviees 20,240 153,230 25,500
Unmanufact
buoco, 1ba . 297,007 160,005 818719
Hemp, Ibs. .. - 4950 76,160
COl'v. & grass . 148,748 93,106 41817
Flax seed, Ibe....... 30,606 145 3,130
Hops,  do........ 202800 150,647 14d 380
MANTUFACTUREA,
Demestio spirite, gals. 526028 194 301 632480
Beer, - 7 a1%
Linteed oil, gals.... .. - bl [}
01l meal & cake, Ibs., — 70850 85,156
s do.. — 144 064 135,74
Leather, do.. 85,080 1 148008 1230672
Furniture. ; do.. 11l 110 180 lil: ﬂ’:
cult’l impli'tado. , — " i
;Em n!‘_lgul._ do.. 4 LR 820
Pig iron, do.. 00202 52760 67,563
Castings, de.. - 47 428 74,000
Machines & partsdo.. o 27 805 15,331
Bloom & bar iron, do 658,120 441 608 608 936
Iron ware, do.. 63151 - 111
Pomestio wool'nsdo,, 806091 801.204 725,119
Domestic eottonsdo., €94 818 B58 50d 630412
Domestie salt, do.. 78 660 63012 56.97%
Foreignealt, do.. - (¥ 1194
OTHER ARTIGLER.
| Live oattle, hogs,
wheep..ov.ie Ibe... -— 24100
Btore lime, clay, do.. 74060 139 983
Gyprum, do.. 6749 _ 19,339
Egas, do., - & 946
Mineral conl,  do., 66,600 102,14
‘iah, do.. - 180647
Copper ore, do.. - 63,667
Flint enam’'d ware. do -= “o -=
Sundries, do.. 2153048 1833014 2206006

| Brarsavest showiog the nggregate value of the pr

siated |

operly
which eame o the Hadson river, on all the eanals, dur-
ing the years 1540, 1860, 1861, under the divislons as

epecified in the above table | —
Th 1087 ml'lsﬂoir 1101-'5301130
aForest .....  #7,102706 f 5 ) 180,
Agrioultural.. | D44B0400  BRCILBIE 2060,
Manufactures, . LA Le 3000 884 4,136 vot
Morchandles, .. 508 848 HG016 €ETIL
| Other articles... 2310.680 208,405 2750 26T
Tobliviviivea $0207T0621  SBOATINNT 64 453400

Rissia.—The Trieste Gazette gives the bllowing
details of she effeotivostrength of tho Russisn memy.
The infantry, including tho imperial guard, &o.,
amounts te [({W.iﬂﬂ men; the eavalry to 101,692, the
artillory, including the !Enaisl corps, to 42902,
making o total of about £30,000 men. By oalling
out tho resorves and the depots, that numbor might
be inoreased by 240,000, In tho event of an Euro-

an war, 0,000 mon would be disposablo to oross

ho weatarn frontior, between the Baltio aod the
Daawkisa principalitips.




