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TU Wwklaftoi Tihou, the chief ef the 8peiU
yMterday lave publicity to th* following doca-

a.._, t,, vbiak the editor directed attention by «nyinj
" the'writer to a dietinguished citiienof New York." It

u nnninitr-T to add that the author is under-
gteod to bo Secretary Marcy, u m jrevionaly an-

noaaced In oar telegraphie despatch:.
N*w Yobk, Oot. 21, 1453.

Tow Ewroa or tk« I'noa.
I have read the letters of Metier*. Bronsoa and O'Consr

with irr*at satiafaction; for they enable the public to un¬
derstand tjyi real ground iipon * hioh these gentlemen
nropoM) again to withdraw from the democratic party, for
this is not the Brut movement of that kind on the part of
either of theui. Their leuers are characteristic. Mr.
Rronsou '* i* misrepresentation, and Mr. O'Conor'i
of special pleading. It i» due to the latter to say that hi*oeriunal integuty ia 11114*.estioted. He is a mere lawyer,
and his political course ha. always been governed by
professional rules. iguoraut of the politics of the nation
ind State, he takes the lir.- t re aiuer oilered. and then
Mirves his tlient with veal and fidelity. 1 have always
regretted that the Union democrats did not engage ftr->t
his services.

. ..Both of these gentlemen, the one covertly and the
other frankly take the po-itlon that the union of the
deBOOiatic party in New Vork was a mere coalition tor
unworthy purposes, which, as honest men. they caaaot
countenance; yet their letters concede it to be very do
sirable that those who separated ou an exciting question
in 1848 ihouldhereaf '.er a i to. ether in support ot the
jreat principles of the democratic party, ana they come!o»n >o the point that f e manner only of waiting the
r-a-ty in this State wa« objectionable. lhis ditiioultv has
been dUoovered at the end of three ;.ears of union The
conscience of ih.se grvtl, meu, like the courage of their
fi rnds atSyracufe, feem to be subject to latermitten. at¬
tacks of hoiror and dtoioay, after long periods of redo

It i- apparent that no tlirt' Mr. Brc>a->on nor Mr. O Conor
oould object to the return of any one to the democratic
party m»er i>ri'o»"ff '*¦ or lW caiididate».
Their own antecedent# i orbi 1 t&eir doing ho. 1 Ue oalj
advautate they claim over those whom thev so loudly
condense is, that they came hack to the party, a t ir a
'on* est anfeement from it, in a wore regular way. Allow
me to illustrate Mr. O'O >. rs i^ea by his own case. He
l- too modest to do this hi itself, and borrows the nam#
of another gentleman for hat purpose. In 18j'J- 40 ha
followed Mr. TaUmadgea defec'iou on the currency ques-
tioa opposed the independent treasury, supported General
HarrUjn, gave hia assent to the doctrines of the whig
party and made war against that Baltimore plitfonn
upoe 'which be now stauus. Now, mark the right way,
according to Mr. O'Conor cf getting back into the demo
cratic party when it is again successful. Instead of
coning into the party formally, he thinki tho^e whe
have opposed its candidates and principles must drop into
the ranks in a miscellaneous way. as Ur. Bronson auJ
himself hare dona heretofore. This is the who'.e point of
hislettir.

. .

Now that it la proposed to break up the democratic
party in New York, with a view to having it re united ac¬
cording to the practi-e of these gentlemen. It is worth
while to coot ides if there are no obligations of good taith
aad common honor that will be violated by the act. Mr.
O'Oonor is mot-t unfortunate in liis statement of tacts.
Thaw can be no misunderstanding about the history of
the union of the democratic party in New Tork. Those
who supported Mr. Van Buren in 1848, did not, as ia
awartad by Mr. O'Conor, prop se the re union of the
party. In the spring of 1849, Mr. Edwin Croswell drew up

a proposition for the adjustment of the political ditfer-
anoea in the State of New York. It was signed by Messrs.
I'eckahm and others, who constituted the State executive
committee of the Cass section, and sent to the central
committee of the opposing organization. A reference to
the columns of the Albany Ar:/ui will show that during
the apriug and aumraer of 184^ that paper constantly re-

proached the other -*ction for its reluctance to unite uuoer
a comxrou organization.
The two distinct convent '.on» heldat Rome iu ls-13 were

called ia continence of 'his movement of Messrs.
Croswell, Peckham, Beardsley, and others. The official
prooeedings show that every proposal for union came
from Merii-rs Cutting, Ifeaidsley, IVckham, Bowae »nd
other*. So earaest were these gmtlenien, that they
made a variety of propontions t« the other convention
in tie endeavor to unite upon doctiine

Their organ, the Aryut. denounced the other conven¬
tion because it declined these propositions. The follow¬
ing preamble and re>.olnt on offered by Mr. Cutting, com¬

pletely »how bow inaccurate is the statement of Mr.
O'Conor, that the union cf the party was nought oulv
by the opposite section and by stme time serving
hunkers:
This ooavontion bavin/ sxhaui-t^d all honorabl# moans

t* eeaeiliaU and harmoniic the dillereucei which have un
fortaaately distractel the democratic psrty. and the con
TeaUea at the Baptist Chmrch having rejaoted the overture
Bade to them with a view to »»f-ur« that object, and this
eeavention bavini thereby lailtd to accom|ilisli a result sj
laxiouilj daaired by the grffM. -*>*1y ot the dsmocrac throui
nut the State, It il now 0"uipelled to ailjuuru without ia »io '

Le.-m able ta astaklisk a c«naloa. t'ler-f-r^ be it
gotelTcd, That we app -al t>> oar btcthre tartu^.iout the

States oa behalf of the sinemity inl eurne»tOLSS of our ex
erti^na to heal existing disjensious and we cordially invite
all tma democrats, wnat»v<.r tnay liave b5>-n their former
differences, to lay them aside and uuita with uj upou the
principles declared by this o nruntion.
Thia preamble and jesolatiou were uiaaimouslv aloptel

in a hunksr convention, ef which Messrs. RearUley,
Dickinson, Cutting. Ward, i'eckham, Bo« u<», Follett, an l
Mitchell, were members. All these ge»tles:ea iu tieir
speeches declared that they earnestly desired '.he succe^
Of the regt fiatioosia which tiny were en/azed, au.l flier
.eproschad the other organi7Ji'ion with a relujtance to
meet them upon the terms offered
A month !ater, at the convention held at Syracuse,

composed exclusively f f delegate* from thvw who sup
ported General Cam in 1848. tha proposals for union nude
by Messrs. Cutting. Bearliley, and others, were renewed
and accepted by the oppoiice section. Each section named
half tie candidates.and adopted its own resolutions.

It is, ti,en, evident the idea of this "foul coali
tion" originated with to -e *s^io are uow^actitig w' th
Mssars. 0 Conor atid Hr<'ns<'D, although i'. is du» to tli4
-Teat ir.ij. rlty of those vho voted for General Ca>« il
1848 to .-ay thst th.y are <*.t :»ruiiu»'l to abi'.ebythe
terws of the union in good faith, and they will not fol-
'ow the example of certain ^entl-niien who have a\)an-
donee the dtmocratic party becaa-^e they were unsiiccens-
rul suitors lor tte favor of th'i supporters of Mr. Vaa
'llMli* Iuo records »hu y that the movements for th3
reunion of the democratic party were mainly direc t- by
tho»e iho now direct the raoveitents of Messrs. Bronson
art O'Ck nor, end their niotirca at this time wi.l be ex-

p,'y°°O Conor compbtic« that since the union the for
met divisions have been kept alive by the division
the noniiiations and by sepsrato ciiucuses at the Mate
conreniiou.-. But win created tiii diiricultvv Imme¬
diacy alter the union. Mr. liickiwon proposed to a

prominent supporter of .Mr. \ an B iren that he shoald
be nominated for the office ot governor, and Mr. Ihckiu-
son be return.*! to the Cajted rita e* .^nnte Mr Bjards-ley was very active and open in his efforts to maka ihe

a: raugement with the fr »nds of (ten. Di*. Wh 'a
the district delegates to the late Baltimore Convention se-
lectoo the two State elegatcs. Messrs. Dickinson nnd
Beard-ley proposed that the last named gentleman should
be associated with Mr. John Van liuren as repreaonUtlve,
of the State. In the State Loavention of 18o-, Hr. Hi. l
sail, the confidential friend of Mr. Dickinson, wa* ano*n
to be cordially co operating with Mr. t an Buren to pre.
core tl«e nomination of a leading free soiler to the o.hce ot
Gevernor.

-

'

M.r. O'Conor alpo coujpto/ nq of the s^pn rate caucuses of
the "two sections" at the State conventions; yet he
knows that while he took part in these very ciucus®-.
which he now finds it convenient to condemn, tho-e v»ho
wished to obliterate all traces ot former divisions protast-
ed against the system of >vi arate caucuses; and becausethey wohUI not participate >n them, or be bounl by
them, in 1861, they were denounced in unmeasured

"'ul'the position taken by Mr. O'Conor in Wis letter con^?latent tilth a nice 'en«c, r iodeod with any sense,^o.rieisooai honor? He admits that he was n member or the
State (convent ion in I860, held under the terms of the
Union; that he reported the resolutions, and took part in

making the nominations, ami made no objection to thsin
at the time: but he claims to have been consistent be-

. au-e he bolted from thein wh-n he returned hotne, an 1
i nited with the whigs at Castle 'iarden. The bolting may

have been " consistent with liis form»r «<".*<». out
wa* it honorable? When Mr. O'Cenor was elected to this
convention, he knew that gentlemen would sit as memibers who had opposed Cenersl Ca*s in "''7 »."}he go to a convention in which he knew tli.»y woald
sit* Why did he endeavor to psocure the adoption of
«rtain reaolutlons by the aid of their votes, or to ba bind
eg upon them in spiv of tb«'r votes? Why did he seek the
nomination of candidates whom he liked, aid t« plv e
the whole united democratic party of the State under au

obligation to support them when all the time li« "I?*"11o repudiate ^he whole transaction, unle^-s every end he
went to nerve, ar.d no others, was aecotnplislied l»y the
convention? Te have pursued au honorable courje, o ignt
he not to have said, '. As I am opjosed to the union of
the dem<)e:atic party, and will not acquiesce in It. I can¬
not, wi'b propriety, sit in a convention which is organ¬ised under the anion Mr. O'Conor wn<. however, a can¬
didate for election to the Colon Sta'.e Convention of 1851,and he served on a committi e of that body. In 185- he
was made one of the State electors by the "foul coali¬
tion," as aeaociate with Mr. I'ipe-, who was a Van Buren
maa in 1848. In the election of 1862 he attended publicmeetings, and identified himself with the union demo-
cratic party of New York He sp«ke from the same
stand with General I ix aad others, who had -ui|.portedMr. Tan Buren. In 18*1 he took ollice under the uation
al administration with Messrs. lowler, Cochrane, anl
others. But he was not nisde a member of the Cabinet,ami the office of Ii.strict Attorney Is not lucrative. He
haa now discovered that the union of the party ia a mere
coalition.

In his communication, Mr Bronaon effects to be verymuch surprised that he is called upon to carry out the
policy of tne President and his cabinet. Now, it is no-
Aoriona that Mr. Bronson esptessed, in the most open and
unequivocal manner, his approval of this policy, and his

. letermination to carry it oit, until the decision of Secre¬
tary Guthrie that the Collector of New York was not en¬
titled to any forfeitures or other profit* beyon l his salary
ef .. 000 per annum. Knee that time he has carried on

a guerilla contest against the administration. He has
appelated hard shells who were in open opposition to It;
he has appointed' eo®e barnburners, bnt he ha- utterly
¦roeeribed the hunkere wh« were in favor of the union of
the deasocratis party uposthe principles of the Baltimore
Convention.menlwho have always been trne, and ren¬
dered m«iet essential services to the deaooratu party.

It woold have been fooli/h in the laet degree to res.n
offtoe aitnply upon the ground that ita oomp»n»v hi

was unssitiafaetory. He, therefore, takaa Issue upon i.i

.oeeuntabiUty to the a' uiinistratlon for hia
rteuU Certain gentlemen liave been lood in their defio
iau ioi ot tbo«e whM ia the rx»n?ention fi*1
¦jr%t *e in Hept«fnber » the pro|K>4itjiTi« * *.

is 'j ihtiu. .a.e« iuo.lt j i * ia t Aiaie

Why a change oT niace and the lapse or one month's tin*
<Htlwd thm proposition of their vitahty I Mi ««M»
to understand. But haa the reunion of the democratic
party proved to be a false or mischievous movement ? In
1840 the democratic paity wan overwhelmed in the State
and nation. Mont or the democratla Senator* rrorn the
Northern State* (Gen Cass lnoladad) vara under ins true
tiona to rote for tha Wilmot proviso.
The adjuatmtat of tha dlffirultiaa ia New York win of

Kat servioe to tha democratic party. It reanimated ita
>ei and it* courage, it destroyed tha " third party " ia

other State*, and *>i the Mr«t step towards the great po¬
litical revolution of 1S6& Were these advsutages pur¬
chased by any sacriOce of national principle* 1 The

r* solutiotsadopted ia th« State convention* since the union
art mora in accordance with the Baltimore platiorm and
the inaugural addreas of the !*re*ident thau the senti¬
ments expresatd bv Ueatrx. Beardslev and Dickinson in
the convention at (tome. It was at thin convention that
Mr. Dickinson made his remarkab'e anti-slavery speech,
in which, amon£ other thing*, he said : '. On this territo
rial question my position ia this I am, as an individual
and a legislator, not in favor of the extouaion of alii very ;
but out and out, up and down, live or die, 1 am oppoa d
to ita extuEMon. I repudiate the institution in all ita<
foiuis, kuil in all place* whether at the North or South,the last or West whither the bondman l>e black or
white, and whether the limb < r the mind be held in servi¬
tude." Mo.-t abolitionists are .satisfied with merely repu¬diating slavery, but Mr. Dickinson's intensity throws
.v» n Garrison and (ierrit Smith into the shade. He re¬
pudiates it "out and out," " up and down," " live or die."
Tte committee appointed ta conduct the negotiations

at Itonie, up< n the part of tt e hankers, consisted of Chan¬
cellor Walwirth, lrancis B. Cutting. R. W. I'eckham,Samuel BeaiJ-ley. S. S. Bowue. aud others. They proposedto commence the m gotiation-s by laying down the follow-
in? propositi ns:.

Resolved, That »e believe that tV people of the North
are opposed to the introduction or stiver? into Territories
now trie; but wo deem il unwise anil iir practicable, anil can¬
not cirsent to make that question a party test, er to incor¬
porate it ss an article of the political failli o I the deraocrajyoi this State.
Have the resolution* since adopted at the State conven¬

tions lietu less ration.il than this?
I/x>k at the resolutions of the first convention of the re¬

united democracy, held in I860:
Res. lied, That tha democratic psr'y *f New York are

prend t" a\ jw their fraternity with, >nd their devotion to, the
great principles of the democratic party of the Union, us do
ilar dattl o aiatioual l omocrat « ('onventioas of 1*W, l*M
au i IMs; aiid they lo k forward in hope and cuandea e ts the
coin piste triumph of that party in 1^2.
Ke»ol>ed, '1 hat » e couicratulats t-e feuntry upon »h« re-

ctut Mttkment by Congress or the n e .- 1 i n r which hav« un-
hspiily divided the people of these States.
Resolved, 'l hst the democracy or the State or New York,

appreciating the value ef union, fraternity, and' concord,(tauuing upon their ancient principle*, present their candi
ostas with a confident reliance upon tha united uud cor
dial support et their principles in the Stat* and national
cct net*.
These resolutions, together with others, were ottered bySir. O'l'onor, voted for bv him, and adopted by a majorityof 68. Was not this a direct endorsement of the reunion

of the dtmoerntic party and its candidates by that geatie man. as well as the rest of the convention *

The same resolutions, word for word, were adopted in
the unitec convention of 1851. The convention of 183.1
unanimously adopted the Baltimore platform, and
Resolved. That it is a subject of sincere congratulationthat entire and perfect ooneord is restored to the democrat

ic patty or Nm York, and tha: it again «r**kn with en*
voie«, acts from a united will, aad m*ve> forward to victorywith a uniform and unhioken froi t.

Tlie couveution of 1853, the action and candidates of
which are opposed by Messrs. Branson and O'C'onor,adopted the following resolutions .
Res.dvrd. That we approvs of the policy indicatel byPresident Pierce in the inaugural message and in tk* for-

mrtion or 1 is cabiast; and the adsiinietratiun is entitled to,aud will receivs, our individual co operation and sappnrtwhile faithfully adhering to uati nsl principles, essential t*
the best intoiests ef cur country and to the permanent union
of the ium»iracy of the State and nation.
Resolved, That we reaffirm, as a fixed and sottl'd featnr*

of the political cued of t'oe democracy of New York, a tirra
itdliereuc* to the brtad national position established by the
resolution constituting the ltaitimnre plutUrm of June,ISM, and the sound and patriotic declaration announced to
the world in th* inaugural uddrers of President Pierce.

Resolvud. That under the sacrod pledges of the constitu¬
tion. our sister Stales possessing the institution or slavery
are er.titled to efficient icmedies to enforce their conetltu
tional rights to th* surrender of fugitive slaves aright which
the ceni icracy of New York unhesitatingly reoegataa aud
are ever ready honestly to support; and that the laws to en¬
force t io same should be respected and obeyed, nut with a
reluctance encouraged by abstract opinion as to their pro¬priety in a different state of society, but cheerfully and ao-
corc ing to the dccisioLs ul' the tribunal t* which their exp*sition belongs.

Resolved, That the democracy of this State, having, ia ltt-
tor and spirit, adopted the principles embodied in the res dn-
tions of tl,e national platform, now in convention, assembled,
repeats a portion of that platform, as indicating a past com¬
pact. and present belief.
The niuth -eetion of the Baltimore platform is here in-

serttd .
Res .lved. That Congress has no power, nnder the constitu¬

tion, to interfere with or control the domestic institutions ef
the severs! Static, and that neb ."'lates are the sola and pr*p-
t-r jadges of everything appertaining t« their own affairs, not
prohibited by the constitution, and that all efforts of the abo-liticuists or others, made to induce Congress to interior* with
questions of flivcry, or to take incipient st^ps in relation
thereto, are calculated to lend to the mo-it alarming and dan
gen.us cousequenens; and that all such cflorts have an inevit¬
able teni eucy to diminish tne hai piuess of th* people, and
endanger the stability and per:tii>i:eucy of the Union, aud
ought not to be countcnsuced by any friend of our popular in¬
stitutions.

. Resolved, That the dcm*cratio party will resist all at¬
tempts at renewing, ia Congress or out or it, the agitation of
the sluvery question, under whatever pretext the attempt
mny be made.

Since the union, have Messrs rHclt'nsoo, Beards ley,1'ecl.hain. and th» {gst, deemed it necessary to expresstheir aWiorience of slavery ? On the contrary, have not
theA and nil others come up to the principles of the Btilti-
u.ore |latfouii, and suffered the question to rest?

it i- not necessary in Sew York to discuss the proposi¬tion of Judge UriDson in regard to the superior morals of
his fiiend, -iieh, for example, as Bickles, Burr, and Burr.
If he prefers tlieir 8 -ocifttion, no one has a rigbt to inter-

I t'n e wiih his taste or inclinations. The recorded historyof the emocratio party of .New York shows that ita re¬
union wss brought almut by the supporters of J(»en. Cass

in I*--}* ; that it quieted the dangerous agitation upon the
subject of slavery ; that it iestored the ascemlancy of cor-
rcet political principles in a number of States ; that it

n ado New York democratic against the strenuous effort*
o: Mr. Iiickinsjn and his friends, and contributed largely
tB tli* IIIarm 01 <;en Pierce in !8."iJ. All this has been
.* lied by the re-union of the democratic party, and every

ni ctat may well l-»ok with distrust apon any one who
feeks to destroy that re-uniun and revive a sectional
party. JUMl'S.

THE HENRY CLAY STEAMBOAT CALAMITY.

I'nltctl States Circuit Court.
Before llou. Judge Ingersoll.

0«T. "i .Thf (Mftt Sfltm Bt. Tim? Cblly«j , John F. T11H-
tnan, John Germain. Kdvmrd //uUvril, Ja/. L. Jttsup,

J nuts Ehi rjif/or/, cvd Cliorlat Mcrritt.. [Mr. Merritt bus
oot appear*) timing th* t ri«» 1. ]

l'uisnant to adjournment the Court met at 10 o'closk.
The first wi'nefb sa'Jfd was
William X. Wilkes, examined by Mr. Punnintr, "ho de

ro«ed.1 liat he lived in the town of Bethual, in Albany
county 1 hare lived there in the neighborhood of twenty
yearn; I wan employed on hoard the atetmer Henry Clay
ss firtiuai); 1 wns emplojed by John Germain; I wi« em-

ployed on beard th» Clay lor thirteen or fifteen d.iya;
they weio in the taomh of July, ISo'J T ceased being Hre-
n an in July; I went up ou her on the iiTth Jaly; J ceased
to be Art nuia ou ths 'J: th; I went to Albany in her on the
'.;th; hint been fireman from tliirteen to fifteen days

l efore I left her. Q..Who were "hp tliaers having charge
©f he; A.. apt. Tallman. [Objected to, admitted.]
A..John I". Tal!iu.in. Cant; John fiennain, Engineer;
JesTOp Charle*, I think his name i*. wa- clerk; I have
sfu him here in court; I do not know hN given name.
Counsel ftr defendant admitted that it was Jamex I..

Jesaup.
Witness continued Mr. Hubbard wai first jBot I

don krow hi- first name Mr. ElcAndurf second pilot ;
1 dou't know li is first name th»y are both ait'.ing tliero

in court Charles Meriitt was a*ei-;tHnt engineer I went
i .p in the Clay to Albany on the 'JTth July the officers I

laveju>.t yokes of w»re the officers of her ; I Mr.
Collyer that day ; the Anjieni* dropped as ern of us on
the -7th, aa wo w«jie goisg to Albany * the Armenia went
to All'»ny that day the Armenia let t the doca first on
the '-Tth
Q..Did yon h-ar any conver-iuion between Mr. Collyer

an l ( aptain Tallnian < n the -27th in respect to the speed
of the boa l ? A 1 did not bear anything about the speed
of the boat, but I heard Mr. Tallman say they intended to
beat the Ain.enia on the trip up.

Mr. Jonian ofcjceted to the testimony, as it had refer¬
ence to aaother transaction.

Mr. Ilunning .«aid he intended to connect it with the
trip down.

Mr. Kail "«id the evidence had reference to both trips.
Admitted J
Witness continued.1 heard Mr. Tallman Fay to Mr.

Collj er that he intended to beat the Armenia tip and
down.
A Juror. I'M Mr Vollyer make any reply to tlii-
Witne-. 1 heard no rrplv.
To Mr. I'unnirg Collyer and Tallmm at tha. time

Mood forward of her boilers ou the deek; th» Ar-
li enia was pretty near the nJe of us, but further olf on
the westerly hore
Q .At what point of the liver wn^ thU? A.. Tt was

j .-t above York ho 1 tan at the boat OB the dock at
Albany on the i on irg of the '.Sth July; I -aw Mr. Coll
yer there; he wan at the gangway: w.ien the boat loft
Albany I oaid tc Mr. Collj er, ''She won reach New
York

Mr. Wheaton Is he a proph» t.!
Mr. Iiunning He muu to have prophesied rightly on

that dar.
Mr. Vlheaton.A prophet hath no honor in bis otn

country.
Q . Jy Mr. JXinninp.Why dfd you leave the boat; why

did'ntyou continne »h fireman ?
A.. Because I did'nt think she was a «afe Vnat.
Q..Did you at any time while on board observe the in¬

spector's certificate ?
A. Yea sii ; it hung a little la front of the engine roost1

in the larboard si->; 'he was permitted to carry thirty
pounds of steam b^that certiorate.
y..Were yon in the habit of observing the steam

gouge while fireman on board .

A .\'ery of;< n. Mr. Jordan objected to 1he testimony
of the i<ii»ge while he was on board. We object to it be¬
cause it was illegal, and we are afraid of it because we
know the witnef *.

Mr. Dunning offered to show their hab.tual cmtom io
carrying moresi>-am than warranted by the certificate.
The Court did net see that it was connected with the

tranaaction at issue, and ruled the <{ue*tion out.
Mr. iiunniig aeto'd the Couit ii lie would l>« permittedto show by thin witness that the vessel took fire on fornver

occaaions. And then it would be for the jury to say whetherit waa from the improper stru :t ore ef the boat, or aome
defect in the machinery er boiler/

[Not admitted
Cro* examined by Mr Wheaton.Q..'You use-1 to live

with Mr. Mott, near Albany? A..Yes, «ir.
Mr. Wheaton. I thought yon was the man.
Witney I lived with him acoiplq of years; 1 tever

was arrest* ! for stealing; I have no brother of the same
< hriMi«i> i -ie; I have two brothers 1 was in
his em ix or seven years ago; I have worked
for t. in. 'fncctt.enbatr.il >r the month; I have worked
st..;. unt tklnyeffyr the l »t rear; I was i n the C recti
bit-iii.' w\ ilt ais detk hand; 1 otly #sn* !n «tp«ther'' "i a week I It .-. i "U on i|i» ilver; I camn

'jut I ha *e li eu , lid t lie sit miner
er lie sun ;irct:' .cl. clt tut suuisaer

.nsfaioi p n<oin<MD'l pUutlnr pretty
ci J liar.- hs-'i 'ti^ipo ;i »e»| nn llifa trf

.. -t I .j.u-3 J-*/, .a,j v'.'.' #* tiK a ii/ti

mum*, that's m nau M I eu noma to it; I Mr I suit the
bNtkNHNiaUlOtMMilWkMltlfkn.

Q..nid jrou not qmit the boat Ikcium they cot Mutt er
man aa a substitute for nut
A..No air.
Q~W ?ot awear bofor# the Graad Jury "I vuan-

ploved on board tha Henry Clay aa a ftramtu, and left tlia
i .¦<*jn»H,teooe of aBother maa Wing employed to

IAsiiifit roe* '

l .*°» .'*> ¦« anything like it; I don't recollect tbat
Ifawora to do the business, 1 left tha boat became I thought1 waa competent myself
y .Will you iwear that you didn'tf
A..I don't recolleet anything about It; I did not know

! that en assistant was employed; I always thought I waa
able to do my own work; I did not know another person
waa employed to do my work.
Q.Tou aay you ware afraid to remain on the boat;

what were you afraid of. Do you deoline to answer?
A..Aa faros I understand the question, I do air.
Mr. I>unning aaid that he wished the queation to be ex¬

plained to the witness.
Witness, to the Judge.I do not understand what he

means by "decline."
Judge.Do you refute to tell?
A..No sir.
To Mr. Wheatou.Tte reason I left was that I was afraid

of my own life; 1 never have been an engineer on board
of a boat; I hare been in no. ether capacity but deck
hand and fireman on other boats; 1 was llrnt tlremm on
board the Itaac Newton in '52; that was before I was on
the Henry Clay ; 1 think it was about the 1st of May; I did
not leave her because I vras afraid of my own life; I left
because 1 was unwell; I went back to her again, and left

1 her nraia after the 4 th July; I can't tell exactly how long
my illness continued.

Q. Dou you mean to swear you were not discharged
from her* A..Yes, sir, I do: It was a day or two after I
left the Newlon that I went on board the Clay; I was not
long sick; th« first time I acted as flreuia 11 wat about the
1st of May, 1 R5*2.
Q .Did you mention to the Captain, or either of the

oBioers on iKMird tbe Henry City, the -ea<ons why you left
the b< at? A..No, sir, I did uot: l ceased working on board
of ter here in York; I shipped at Albany; I think I quit
work on the "Jtith, between the hours of three aud five in
the afternoon.
Q.. l>id you give notice to any of the officers ? A..I

told some of the firemen; I gave notice to Charles Jet-
sup on my way down from Albany.
Q .Did you swear before the Grand Jury that the r«a

srn you quit wis the fireroom was bo hot, it being under
thedeck? A Wont say; I am not certain; I don't re
collect that 1 swore anything before tlw Grand Jury
about quitting, because I was afraid of my life; I
don't know fur certain who was the first person I told
that I was about quitting: 1 was not before the Coro-
nor 'a Jury; the first jury I was before was the Grand
Jury in this city.
Q You went upon the 27th, as a passenger? A..1

went up to get my money; I went to Albany: I did
not land at Newburg: 1 stood on the f< rward deck when I
heard the conversation between Mr. Collyor and TaUinan;
there were others around; I recollect one of the firemd't
was on the forward deck; hit mine was Daniel Brown;
don't know that he was near enough to hear the convex
sation; I was s'anding on the forward deck; I was doing
nothing; 1 did not see Mr. Collyer and Capt. Tallman
when they first came up together.
y Was not Capt. Tallman sick that day? A..I don't

know, sir; I saw him on deck that day doing his duty.
y..You are sure of that? A..I saw him around,

sir; I do not know how long they were talking to
getlier: they stood together about five or ten minutes;
I heard those few words I told you; I was about
this distance (10 or 12 feet) from them; the boat was
in motion at the time; I was passing by them when

1 heard the conversation; heard nothing but those
remarks; it was out of New York a little ways, 1 beard the
eonversntion; I think a little thi.s side of Harlem Man-
liattanville. I mean to say ; I had served as deck hand before
ihat, eilherin '51 or '52, the Oregon it was before the H.
Clay was burned, or thought of being burred; I was two
or three months on board of her; when I told Mr. Collyer
that the boat would not reach New York, he was stand¬
ing on the after gangway; 1 was on the dock.

y. Are vou the man that poured the catnphene down
her boilers?
A No sir-ee. (Laughter.) I would like to know how

yon would get camphene down the boiler?
Q la there no grating over the boiler? A..I never ob-

sei red it, that "I recollect; probably there Is.if there is,
it is all wood; I don't recolleet that there is a grating
over the boiler, so as that 1 ciuld pour camphene there;
1 never prophesied b> tore that a bout would not reach
New York I enly said so. but I had no idea that it would
be so when I said it; I won't say exactly what the boiler

I was covered with; 1 did i«t pay anything for my passage
up; 1 went to some ot my folks when 1 got to Albany.
some of my acquaintances.

Crews examined by Mr. McMahon.I was subpoenaed
three or four times I was firpt subpoenaed last fall, y..! How did you come to be subfocnaed'.didn't you go to the
District Attorney's office? A Not until I wts sent for; I
don't think 1 was here more than three or four days at
that time; I was on the Newton some three or four months
since I was subpoenaed: I was on the Newton before this
accident happened, and after it; I was next subptenned I
think, in Jar uary; I don't think I was here more than
fonr or fi»e days then: I went home sick; I lud
been sick for some time; I had taken cold, and it had set¬
tled all through me. Q. Had you been taking any mer¬
cury? A..No, unless the doctor gave me some while 1 wat
lying sick a -bed: after that 1 was drivings team for my
brather lor about sixty days; I did not go back at fire¬
man, because mv health would not permit it: I have
worked at different work since. Q.. Did you work any
two weeks together since the sixty days? A..Oh, yes,
sir; y»s, sir.(laughter); I was next subpoened in June,
then went home, acd was ploughing; I was liremsn in all
two n onths before the accident 1 take a glass once in a
while; 1 aui not in the habit of getting drunk. y..
W»sn t that one of the complaints made against you? A.

No, sir, never was such complaint mailt against
inf. as to the remark, 1 heard it while pawing
Mr. Collyer and Mr. Tallman; Tallman snid to Mr. Collyer,
"we must beat the Armenia up and boit her down;"' that
conver- ation tool; place right forward of the boilers on
the mait deck; tot more thtn three or 'our or lire feet
farther than the boilers; y. Was it in either of the gang
ways? A .. It was about the centre of the boat; ther
were standing together, y..What way did they look?
A. Tliey veie looking to the west towards the Armenia;
the Armecia was farther out in the river to the we<rt;tlie
( lay was a lit#-" ahead of the Armenia at the time; Q..
fie was looting towards the west? A .I think towards
th« westward is a* nigh as you can get it; 1 don't know
to whi m I first msdfrmention of that remark; I believe

1 did not before the Grand Jury give eriler.ee of such re¬
mark;^ cat't say why I did not: Captain Tallman,
I think, had on a black dress that day; I won't say for
certain: I csn't say whether it was cloth or bombazine;
1 think it was a black hat he had on, or a white hat with
a black band, I am pretty sure he didn't wear a cap; I
don't ltnow that 1 ever saw 'uim with a cap on; Mr. Coll¬
ier, I think, had on a drab coat; I won't say what kind
of pantaloons; after I heard the r» mark I weit forward;

I cac't ttl> how long I remained forward; can't tell if I
remained forward an hour; I was backwards and for¬
wards on different parts of the vespel; I am certain that

I did not land before 1 got to Albany that day; I saw Capt.
Tsliman on different parts of the vessel;" after we left
Newburg, I saw him on deck; 1 wont say that I
raw lii si on deck between West Point and Newburg; the
ves»el landed at Pooghkeepeie that day: I think 1 saw
Capt. Tallmau when we were at l'ougbkeeps'.e;
I am pretty certain I saw iilm at Hudson more
than once; I thii/k I saw Hm perform his duties as usual
alter we left Poughkeepsie to my best recollection I
think I did; 1 can read, tut I can't write; I can read
writing if it is \ery.plain; if not, I can't
y This certificate which you saw, was that In writing?
A..Part in writing utid part in print; I don't know

that I saw any certificate in front, of tiie c.ipttin's office;
I saw it in front of the engine room; I Cin't recollect any

thitg I mn- in that certificate except thirty pounds of
f icern I could not say for positive who signed that certi-

ficate: 1 saw It diilerent limes; I could not say when was
the last time 1 saw it; could not tell what dsy of the week
Isawrt: 1 don't think I was ratre than once before the
Grand Jury: 1 don't recollect tint 1 swore before the
Grand July that 1 saw Captain Tallman at the gangway
when the boat loft Albany.

Q..Why don't ytu recollect that as well as other
things " A .Yon will often find it tlio case that a person
will recollect one thing rnd f irget another.

Cross examined by Mr. Jordan.1 don't know William
Radford. 1 could not say whether he was on board the
Hi-nry Clay on the is'th. as I don't know the man; 1 hare
liepid of a insn earned Bellnapp; I don't know him by
sight; I can't 'ell if he was on board I can't say whether
it was at North Moore street or Farrison street the vessel
was wliaifed at; I could show you the wharf, but I could
cot tr 11 jou the name of the stieet; I don't know where
Radfcrd's store is; I oxu't say I ever waa there, y .Do
you know whether llailford wns agent for tho boat or not?
A . 1 coulcn't suy. only 1 heard tbe engineer say he was
an owner; 1 saw the Armenia go out of New York that

| morning; tte Clay was a little alieid; they were farapart:
the Clay landed at Hammond street dock; it was after that

| 1 lienrd the conversation; I couldn't say how ko<>« after sho
'an'.ed; I nte one meal on board the ''lay; I believe it was
dinner; I won't lav lhat I had breakfast oefo-e I started; I

| r.m pretty sure 1 didn't; I don't know what hour they had
! bifnkfast oil l«;ard; I don't know that Mr. Oullyer and
\ Captain Taliman went down to breakfast immediately after

they left Hammond street dock; I did not sec them go
down to breakfast.
y Do you know that it is the custom to have the

b-«akra-t ready, anil for the officers to go down imme¬
diately after they leave the Hammond street dock ? A 1
«'o not Know: 1 could not say when breakfast was an-
rounced that day I could pot say whether it wai before

i or alter bteak'ast that heard that conrersatlon; the
Atmetiia was aitern of us % little when we left tbe lUm-
tnr-bd stieet ilock she did not pass us; she did not land at

I 'an trond stieet 1 guess the first place she landod was
Co ens dock.
To a juror.. The Armenia left the dock at the other

sice wl.eie the company's boats start ficin; I dou't know
the name of it.
Juror .if yon had l.cen a fireman on board the New¬

ton for two months, you ought to know some of the decks.
Witness continued.The Armenia started before the

( !(¦} ; fhe was out of her wharf as the C. went out «f her's;
I won't my rl.e was out of her wharf first, but 1 do say
»li»- we" out at the tnd of the wharf when the Clay got
out of hers; the (lay was ahead of her at Hammond
street, w lien she t' ok in her plunk 1 weut to Tan Welse'f,
in Alhnry, when I le/t the boat.
y That's a drinking house. A. No, sir ee: they

ilon't keep a drinking house; Van Weine lire* at l.'»l
Pr«>adway, along the dock it appears to me I stopped
tl ere that night, it was either there or at Schooomaker't;

I staid at either one of the places, but I can't tell wliick;
t-cl.ooumaker lives in llroad street; Broad street lays
northwest from the Clay's dock. (Witness described the
locality of Broad strpet, Albany.) < an't state positively
whether I stopped at Van Weise's or Huhoonmaker'i that
right: I got down to the Clay's wharf next morning be¬
fore six o'clock; I had no business there, but went down;
I had no business with any of the officers; I wat not on
boeid the Clay that morning, that I recolleet.
y._I»o you twear nositlvelr that you were not? A..I

don't think I was Vlr. Jordan. 1 put the question to
joo again. Witness I tell you I don'l think I wat.
y.. Will you sweat that you were not en board of her

that morning''
A .I will not swear that 1 wat not, and 1 told you I

mold not swear that I was; i;he lay with her side to the
wharf, headed down. y.. Did you ses anybody goon
hoard that vou kuowf A.. ! iw Mr. 'oanor and hi> wife;
thevarenil recollect tin; ! l.iew I utood oil the wharf a
little from theflr*n?wa7 wf-en they went on board, probv
hl) lifteen oiftw nty feet from the gangway it wasn't oyer
hfiien or twei iy r outes before the boat started after

( i-nnor ati'l f" went on board; 1 could not say where
.' -nt 'n wh o tba twat ttarteJ, I uii^ht hare talked

muvumX.

Mr Jordan I know you might ;yeu might tutve jumped
into the dock. Qtn yon tell any place yonmt to when the
boat started * A .1 didn't go to any place that I know Con¬
nor and hU wife went on board at the after gang way,
and I remained where I stood until after the boit started;

1 cannot nay how loaf 1 had been atandiag at that pUee
before Connor earns; I can't itato any place that I waa at,
or anything that 1 did that morning before Connor came,
except that I walked around; I don't remember any
plnce I stopped; 1 waa not walking with Collyer when

1 made the remaik to Collyer; the steamboat wax putting
me at the time

Mr. Joidan.fie had got under way whea you made
the remark ?
Q Had you started from the place where you were

when Connor came, when you made this remark to Col¬
lyer!1

A. I don't think I was much from it; Mr Collyer
atood at the«angway when I addressed him; the gang,
way wan cloned.
Q..Were you afraid of your life when you went up on

the 27tk.
Witneaa..Wa( I? Mr. Jordan.Answer the quntion.
Witness I waa afraid of my U'e on that day; 1 don't

know what other boats went up that day; the railroad
cars went ui>, the Harlem and tht Hudson I made the re-

a ri k to Collyer as the boat left the wharf; I den't know
whether ha heard it; 1 was not standing with my back to
Connor when he came to the boat; Conner came from
Brosdway down to the steamboat; I couldn't tell whk-h
street he came down, but I saw he caine from Uroadway.

Q..You saw hint come from Broadway and go on the
plank and you can't say what street be came down?

A..No you couldn't tell. He could come down Lydia
stieet or Hammond street I saw him cross loU with hie
» ife to come to the boat ; I was faced to the stern of thf
boat when 1 saw him ; 1 was facing northerly ; 1 was then

a little south of the boat ; I waa near the forward gang
plunk 1 had not been on the gang plank that morning
that 1 recollect ; tijere waa a forward gang plank out that
morning.
Mr Jordon. I won't inquire of you if that gang plank was

opposite the boiler*. How near to the gang plank did you
stand * A..It couldn't have been more thau fifteen feet ;
after Conuoi came I moved aft ; I won't say 1 was ten feet
from it I don't think the steamboat was tifteen feetfrom
me when 1 made the remark to Collyer, for I stood right
*on the edge of the wharf ; I won't say how far I waa
from the edge of the wharf when Connor came; I could'nt
have been over three or four feet; I don't think I waa
ever two or tluee feet ffom the wharf wheu the boat
stilted.
To a Juror. It was two or three feet from the string

piece, or edge of the dock.
To Mr. Jordan.I was within two or three feet from the

forward gangway; I can't say how far it is from the for.
ward gangway to the after gangway; I don't think it U
fifty feet.

Q. Don't you know that the wheelliouse, the barber's
shop, the water wlieelhou.se, and water closets, are be-
twi-tuthe two gangways? A. There is but ore water
cloiet. (J. How far is it from the sterif of the water
whet-lhouse to the stern gangway ? A. I tltiuk it is not
over ten or fifteen feet; i never measured the distance*
and 1 won't swear certain. Q. Do you think It is over
three feet t A. I should think it was, sir; a number of
people stood at the gangway when Mr. Collyer was there;
I don't reoollect knowing anybody that was
there. (J. How <lid you address Mr. Collyer ?
A. I said "she will never reach New York;" that in
the way I addressed him, and that is all I said; I don't
recollect anybody else spoaking a word at the time; I
don't recollect that Cjllyer said anything; he made no

llr. Jordan.Then we have it that whea the boat was
leaving, you said she would never reach New York; you
said it to nobody and nobody said anything to you. Now
tell me, didn't you swear before the Grand Jury that you
had 1 een on board the boat that morning ?

A. I don't recollect
Q. If you swore to it. was it true? A. I always swear

to the truth; if I swore I was on board, it is true;* I don't
Bwear to a lie.
A Juror How came yon to go up on the Henry Clay

that morning?
Witness.I went ify to get my money; there was money

due me.

To Mr. JcrdtiB.Conner Was no relation of mine; I was
acquainted with Connor, not hie wife; there was no inti¬
macy between Mr. Conner and me; I believed the boat
would uot teach New York aa I said; I made the remark
to Mr. Collyer; he didn't seem to make any answer; I
didn't halloo to Mr. Collyer.

Q. Did you swear before the Grand Jury that you
were on board the Henry Clay that morning, and that
you jumped atliore as she started? A. No sir.
To Mr. Dunning The Armenia commenced running to

Albany oa the 27tli of July ; that was the first trip she
made: she took the place of the Reindeer.
Mr. McMahon asked the Court to order Wilkes to re¬

main until the conclusion of the trial. The Court as-
tented.

Mr. Jordan suggested that if he should not remain, his
test imony be stricken out.

Mr. Hall said be did not know any instance where the
Court would interfere with a witness for either aide, or
cc ir pel his attendance.
The Court said it was in the discretion of the Judge to

direot the witness to remain; ha is eubp«enaed here as a
witness :md he will remain.

Mr. Htll said that the Prosecuting Attorney is to certify
that the wittesses attended to such a day. We cannot
certify that Wilkes attended for the prosecution for three
weeks to come. He submitted that the Court had not the
power.

Wilkee I want to say to the Judge that my family are
hick at home, and 1 can't stay.
JuOge The counsel should say what ob]ect_they have in

view in detaining him.
Wilkff If they telegraph Be I will come doxn.
Mr. Jordan You must stay until the Judge decides.

We expect to prove by several members of the Grand
Jury what this mat swore to.
Judge.Can you examine the Grand Jury on any mat¬

ters that come before them ? I apprehend uot except on a
trial for perjury.

Mr. Hall read the oath administered to the Grand Jury,
in which it says, " all of which yon shall keep secret. "

Mr. Jordan said that wbiri-e a man was indicted for per
ury, the counsel did not mean to say the Grand Jury
could not testify.
The Judge.That is an excepted case; but you cannot

examine the Grsr.ii Jury to contradict a witness.
Mr. Joidnn said they also expected to prjve by a wit¬

ness that this man was on bo<rd the Henry Clay tint
morning, and he will be able to identify him.

11 e (Viurt permitted Wilkes t go, as his wife was sick.
Mr. Hull promised to notify the witness when he was
wanted, and he has promised to come back.
James F. De Peyster, examined by Mr. J. Prescott Hall,

deposed I was a passenger on board the Ilenry Clay the
uay she was burned; 1 came on board at Newtjurg; on

coming on board 1 met Mr. Gcirr'.ey ; I took my seat on the
after promenade deck, and remained there reading until I
waa driven nway by {lie falling of small coal; I was so an¬
noyed by the falling of the ceaders that I went below in
front ot the ladies' saloon, and took my seat there; I was
reading ar.d io continued until there was an alarm; at
first 1 did not know of what, but soon I discovered It waa
an alarm of fire; the excitement was beyond anything I
had ever seen before almost every passenger waaonliis feet,
anil the noise reminded me very much, as I stated before,
the Coroner's jury, of a hive of bees; I have been fre¬
quently on board boats when alarms were given; I went
fot ward and heard a person at the gangway ordering the
people to go aft; 1 asked him, "what is the matter, what
is the row V" he said, the awning is on fire, and there is
no danger; cot doubting him, as I believed him tr be one
of the oflicets of the ship; 1 went back to the lady jmls-
se*gers and erdeavored to allay their excitement; I told
them I was assuied by the officers that the ro was no
u- > ger, and that their safety depended upon their being
quiet; I then turned and met Mr. Allen, who asked me
what we weie to do; I raid I thought there was no danger;
he thought there was; I wont up, and the smoke was so
di n«e I could scarcely see: I a.iked a hand whero
was the fire, and he said below; there was then a cry that
the boat was sinking, and my idea was that she was sink
ing; pierioua to tl.at 1 should say the smoke «*-< increas¬
ing rapidly, whish made it Impossible to breath; believ¬
ing the boat to be sinking I got on the upjier deck, still
ien 'rant of the boat being ashore; I pulled oil one boot
and was in the act of puliii* off the other when I ascer-
taintd the bout was on shore; snake was about the
pi]9 rn the ftarbop.nl deck: though I saw some pav
fengers go ashore. I providentially decided to rem:iin
where I was as I ?ould swim I carried a bench which
I had in my hand so lhat 1 could take the water;
1 saw persons throw over the baggage; I sat down
and put on my boots, not doubting that every
pastenger could be saved; I then looked after my bag-
gap e but afterwards concluded to dropdown, and 1 after¬
wards saw those passengers whose tears I had previou-ly
attempted to al'uy in the position that we all knew pre¬
vious to that I was perfectly calaa, though subsequently
1 became much disturbed.
Q Did you nee any of the officers assisting the pas¬

sengers?
A. Not one, air;' not one; the only efllcer I saw was

the person whose order we obeyed; I saw some of the pas-
aecpers d< ad, but note that l" knew; Mr. Allen was lost,
but I didn't see him.

Cross e>an.ited by Mr. Wheaten. I have not the lea*t
i lea how long I was on til promenade deck, and M au

instance, 1 will tell yen, that when I thought half an
hour had elapsed, I found it was only five or six minutes;
the cir.ders ilropjied into my book.

Q. Was there not a gcxid breeze? A. I found^io ills-
tin fort from the wind; the boat went nearly perpendicu-
Ii r en the shore: the wind blew up tho river; I observed
nothicg else until the alarm of fire; 1 have been in tho
habit f frequently going up and down the river, that was
one res ¦> n 1 did not observe at first, as I was reading.

Q. Were you never annoyed with cinders falling on any
osl.er bt>at?

A. 1 never reoolkct being as much annoyed with the
fallir;» of cinders ss I was on that occasion I have not the
least Idea how long I was below when the alarm waa
frlvfn; I don't know that the person who »poke was tither
of the defendants I only know he was an officer from his
spesking Tfith authority; he told th« passengers to go
a8l«in; roine fit it* passengers were desirous of going for*
ward; out they wet* BOta*?.* to <»o forward; they were
ordered back the man who gfcte the rtrJer (mlnleil
out in court to me, but I don't pretend to know him; it
was the same man who said the awning was on fire; I
only heard tbe one man speak on the subject; I returned
in front of the ladies' oabia and told tbeia what I was
assured by the officer; when I turned from them I met
Mr. Allen after my conversation with him I went on the
upper deck: it is impossible ti speak In regard to time; I
wss the last person that left the promenade deck; I saw
no person there but myself; in pawing to the forward
part I did not gei burned at all; the flame was turned
upward; after I was there a litMe time the wind blew the
fiame up the riror, and 1 then saw the passage.
Te Mr. McMahon.On the err that tttte boat was sinking,

I went up on the promenade deck ; the boat waa then on
shore.
To Mr. Wheaton. I did not know any one of the officer*

until f saw them at the Ooroter's jary. _

To Mr. Jordan. I did not aee any of the persons go over
into the water ; I was engaf ed in front of the ladle*' m
loon ; the moment I got on shore I discovered persons la
tbe water : I did uot ilisoover person* in the water before
I got on shore ; wl es I got on shore the boards of the
fence had been taken away, to aid them in saving the
lives of those in the stern of the vessel ; there were seve¬
ral persons engaged with those board< in eadeavoriag to
save the pss-ei^ers.

y. IHd you se« »ny niesns on shoe* t.it *'». thefersoa*
la the wa'ter except* a* were usee

A. I looked around and saw noun, t d< ku r.v Mr.
Collyer. Q. Do von ret oltoat seeing a gem U u to u tiie
water with half » iHwen boards poshing them out io the
persons who were mi the water? A. That had all beea d >n»
before I got on sin re there were bonrds pushed out: T

, (loa t kivw that thty wet* wlw po-'Uvd Uum y/.

Ucm't know the officer., I w ^ii«<u worthy of all prai.e; I did
aqmade' to extinguish the fire

,
* j*n,M engaged, aa iWere tou In a position to »ee it 1 A. I was engage

.aid before, in appeasing the 1 dies-
retard toq. Then it might have been done T A. *

the fire I know nothing, but with regard to th
tUpmI uj that there was not that exertfon aiade to
^that there ought to have been. Q. Did you makeay ^to Biv# Any on#. A. I could uiftke no effort, the an,ishould have made, wan to come to the

tell them to go forward; when I got on tie >n «¦»
(1, ck the flame wa. up to the top of the pipe, it w»uW
have been out of place for me to get the gentlemenward, or to get them to do anything, at there was nooH^cer to diieot; the situation of th vewel was not know*
to tke passengers. Q. IHd you make any effort to get the
gentlemen to go forward, or to get them to do anything I5T I can't answer the >iuee ion, for there wa* no effort to
be made. Q- l«d tou' or did you not? Unquestion-
ably I did not. 4 You were nelf-ponseeeed. A. I con¬
fided in the officcr. and believed there was .
wis perfectly .elf possessed. Q. You were at liberty to
take a bucket if you wished, and what more could an

^"i mean that it was the duty of an officer to eome
nn<l tell the pft8Ren?era to ko forward; If that bad been
done all the passengers co-ild have escaped as 1 did.
o vviiT did vou not tell then bo

....A. It /as too late; I think it was all righ . for them to
run the vesnel up a* far ashore as they did.

ssmkss ra-i-rM
not acquainted with tne place, i

very deep at the stern of the boat; I did not see » man

jump off the stern when the vessel was in
,n th,CJ. Suppose at the time there weie f r y pe
. triver, do you think the officers were to blame ha trying

pet boats or planks, or anything ld Je.A. On the contrary, air, I should think tiiiy

*TwhePnra!£ flames got entirely past control, what

C°Ad Whence" 'boat was toward the shore,
there was no hoi* of putting out the ttame;.«£ «£»the officers weretngaged in j ^tlc8 out^e {J^ er^it was the duty of another ofllcer to tell the passes ger
wlat to do; if the barkeeper hal come ir any person
areakir 2 with authority, it would have boen enougn

O. If any one »' M, ''go forward, its the only mean, of
safety," would you consider that "with au hon y-

, .A It would all depend upon who It came from; I woul
Lave obeyed it if it came from an officer or a gentleman
would not if it came from an inferior man

,, itQ. By Mr Hall.If a person with an air of autuoruy
told ibem to go aft would it not be o jeyed t

Q If the°same man who gave the order to S* ^ccme and In the same manner gave the order to o f r

ward, would you not have obeyed it T [Objected to a

*dA,"undoubtedly, and I have no doubt the other pas>en-
gers would have obeyed it.

PM,1«r 1 liad
B

Q. By Mr. Jordan-If this gentleman (Mr Ridder,) ii»
given an order to go forward would it be obeyed

A. It would depend upon whether he *a*e'hwtw theair of an officer; if he had come forward and said that the
officers told him to desire the passengers to go forwaid
have no doubt it would be obeyed. .Mr. Jordan. Then, sir, if I prove that he did give such

0t'witne»a.I was on the main deck, and 1 beard noisuoh
notice or order at all; there waa a Urge pile of baggie
0nQ.hHo^iuanyeof the four hundred passengers could
have stftod on the forward deck ? A. I can give no opin¬
ion on that; I should think more than liftr.
Q Could one hundred? A. I can tell nothing at all

atQU Suppose the forward deck had l>een fully crowded,do you think the oflicers could have got out Lhe gaing y
pi ink to save the paasengera* A. 1 think not, as we
.weie some little distance from the land.
Adam Murray examined by Mr Dunning, deposed .*h.

in Chicaeo ; I am a dry goods merchant , 1 have resiuea
there four years. Q- Has your business led you un and
down the river T A. Not lately; I was on boanl the
Henry Cay the day she was destroyed ; I came on board at
Albany ; continued on board until her destruction.
Q Had you any of jour family on beard with you
H: "J**.

*^\*8Merelj'the iiurry or gettlog p**eng*M
and getting ready to start ; that attracted ^yattenUo.
at the time ; sometime before we came to kmgston the
boata came in i-ontact with each other; the Heiwy y
went in a slanting direction towards the other boat, ana
kept her between her and the shore; a.d there wa,con-
sidorable excitement.

Q. flow did that excitement manifest itself.
A. The ladies were crying, and some of them rainting.

/Objected to ) Q. I»e you know were any of the of""""
spoken to in reference to the management of the boat ?
A I mvself spoke to a person in the Captain s oflios, I
took kirn to be tl.e captain; I bought my ticket from that
wrson I don't know that I could know Nm now, it is
suchia iime since, (looks around,) there is a go^leinanthertTvery much, resembles him, (poinUng out Mr. Jes
sup ) I laid to him that it was a shameful thing for
them to be racing; he said there was no danger,
he said 1 are you afraid?' I answered that 1 was no,
afraid invself,"hut the ladies on board were afraid, be
said there was no danger, and that every officer on board
valued bis Ule as much as any g'ntteman or lady
board; he wid, on my further arguing with hira,.that MwisheA people wtuld mind their own buslneas tW U
that 1 remember to have pat se<l »t that time, l was
the piomenade deck that day; I observed that th«mm-
chine.y wes remarkably hot, throwing out a great heat
that was about 2 o'clock, as near as I can recollect; my
attention was directed, Curing the .^Xi^ed sh^wwol the boat, or I ob»erved It my"l?;l observedshe was
going fatter than anjthiug of the kind I ever
before- 1 remember It lasted all the time since
we started to overtake the Armenia; where the collisionTcokifi my attention was not called to thes^dofthe Clay, until she crossed the river toward* the
and even after that she continued tke speed, I don t
know any of the otlie' officers but the one I bought my
ticket from- I found him very civil until he told me that
he wished jiople would mind theirown business previous
to the alarm of tire, my wife went down to dress ttechild?Sing we » ere within Bftwn mile' of the
journey I then went to the water closet, and onopening' it saw smoke; I then turned round and
Aaw fmoke in the passag'e, and ln the parage where
«.e coals are thrown down; 1 then we.t down to the
enbin to find my wife and child, and the diniag cabin
was full of smolie, and 1 had difficulty in todlnghor;^iywife wa. crying for me; we came up, and there was a
ditlicultv, ani we coul.l not get forward, there
of Bre aid an order for all to go abaftr 1 stayed abaft; I
did not hear after that order any otfcer order or com
mane by any officer of the boat; that was the fatal ore er.

O. Did tke passengers remain abaft in cen-eijuence
that order? why did you- remain there?
Obiected to. [Admitted.] . ,A J1 remained there after 1 got the order, foi^the ..«.

r>V loa^ou that the ttre got so ntronfc I couldn t leavt it.PQMtkeUmethU order was given for
to go aft, were the flames in such a condition that th.

rTT"rC7heyUwernot; it is impessible to .ay how
long it was until the flames w* re so that they ware irn^passable, a minute or two w.uld be a long time in such a

P°Q.t'why did you remnin In the after part ol the boat
from the time you got the order?

K 1 intended tc go forward until I got this order, ani
I remained because 1 expected something was going to be

At this stage of the proceedings the Court adjourned te
10 ,.Vlnck W®.1no«. »»

FINANCIAL AND COMlYlEHCSAl .

HOK£T MARKET.
Tlb^dat, Oct. 26.B P. SI.

There wa i a pretty active market this morning in Wall
street, and most of the fancies were moderately buoyant.
The bulk of the gale* were for cash, und at the olose high¬
er prices ruled. New Jersey Zinc advanced *¦{ per cent;
Delaware and Hudson, «*; Xurwich and Worcester,
Nicaragua Tj-unsit, J^; Pennsylvania Coal, .'4'; Cum¬
berland Coal, X; New York Central Railroad, >4; Krie
Railroad, >4 Harlem, ,'4'; Heat ing Railroad, ^4 ; Hud-
Hon River RailroMl, J,. McCullock Gold declined <4 per
c-nt; Canton Company, '4; Morris Canal, ; Hanover
Bank, JajllliAois Central Bonds. .'4'; Michigan Central Rail¬
road, 1; Florence and Key port, ljl'otosi I.»ad and Cold Hill
Hold at price* current yesterday. There in still a wide
difference in prices on time contracts, buyers' option,
Viewing no let up in the scarcity of money among specu¬
lators. There was a -ale of Ilailem preferred stock to-

dpy at 99 per cent, seller six months. For an eight per
cent /stock this is a very low figure. Railroad B«.nds are

unsaleable at any thing like former prices. New York
C< ntral Bonds were weak to day at 00 per cent«
The director of the United States Mint, Philadelphia,

has given notice that silver coins will be paid out at the
mint in exchange forgoll coins, in sums not leu* than one

hundred dollars of any one denomination of coin, and la
larger amounts, at the option of the director. With the
view of facilitating the distribution of the new coin, and
enabling th» banks, brokers, Ac., to supply themselves
with as little expense and inconvenience as poisible,
Messrs. Adams & Co. are prepared to receive orders, ac¬
companied by gold, or drafts on New York or Philadel¬
phia, obtain the bow silver coin, and forward It either by
their own express, or by other companies, to every city and
town in the United States accessible by express or other
safe and responsible conveyance.
The Baltlmoie and Ohio Railroad Companv have ad

?anced the tariff of charges for the transportation of 00a'
fifty cents per ton. This change takes place on the 1st of
November.
At the mining board to-day the sales wero as follows

400 Cold Hill s30 4 200 Ulster Lead 2'«100 do s 3 4 90 N. C. Copper 4
Ceo. I). Lyman, Ksq., Manager of the New York City

Ranks Clearing House, has given the following report of
Its business up to the 25th of Ootobcr
Amonat of receipts from Octoberll ti 28d,

inclusive $224,246,084 29
Rece ipts for week ending 22d inst 122,430,75.) 01

I)o. do. Monday, 24th 'M, 925, 104 70
Balances received and paid front Oct. 11 to
22d, inclusive 12,362,882 37

lleUnces received for week ending 22d inst 6,093,714 90
llalanoes received on Monday, 24th 078,006 92
The reoeipts at the oOce of the Assistant Treasurer at

this poet to day amounted to 1159,008 89; payments,
$232,097 87.balance, 17,938,203 18.
The bond question has been pretty effectually diopeee l

of by tlM voice of public opinion on both sidee ef the At¬
lantic. There are no more markets for thtra, and they

1 iaitw particular ralue. They hare ha4 theif da} i

the luaeiii world for th* present, but the end lui not
com yat. Thin U jnt another chapter ia th* atocy ba-
forew* cone to th* cIm*. Th* capitalist* of Earopa
have u many as th*y can tale oare of, and if they get
the interest on them punctually and in fall the/ will be
more fortunat* than we dream of. The brokers or bank-
en who hare palmed of upon foreigners these securitta*
have made a good harvest, and can afford to wait for a
time for another financial campaign of a similar charee¬
fer. It is true, that most of theee corporation bonds,
issut d for railroad purposes, hare been sold at enormous
sacrifices, and the rate of interest peid upon tha amount
invested will, as long as it continues, be a large per oant;
but that will net make up for the ultimate loss. About
fifteen years ago a similar movement was made ia the
Issue of State bonds, and they found r*afy market*,
at good prices, on th* other side of the Atlantic. Koc

a time tliej were a favorite investments, and whea any
one asked the Rothschilds on the I/.ndon Exchange what
was a good investment, the reply Invariably was, «. Am*,
rican Bonds." The Barings during that excitement were

largely Interested in these securities, and they be-
can e very well distributed throughout Great Britain and
the Continent. At last there came a collapse, and tha
credits of several Steles or the confederacy b.came com-

paratlvely worthier. Delinquency and repudiation fol¬

lowed, vestages of which still exist. In the face of a*

this, with all this experience still fresh in th* n inda of
capitalists and iiuanciers, we find them enga'ged In the
manufacture ani disposal of bonds of an inferior class,
for similar pnrpoites; the advancement of works of internal
improvement. These bonds are unconstitu! ional in their
issue, 11 ngunranteed in their security, and without resour¬

ces for even the temporary pajuient of interest, but
those derived from competitor railroad companies. State
bonds had a basis which these corporation bonds never
have enjoyed, notwithstanding which they were swept
away by the revulsion like so much chaff before the whirl-

» ind. It is not difficult to foresee the conclusion of these
movements in the financial woild.
For the purpose of ensuring the construction of ratt-

roads throughout the Western States, the people have net
opposed any Qnanceering that did not tike money directly
from their cwn pockets. Their rulers for the time have,
through the various influences which have been brought
to bear upon them, availed themselves ef their temporary
official position to afford the desired facilities, and the
public credit has been freely extended to the most Qnin-
otic enterprises. Financiers stood ready to take the evi-
dencee of indebtedness created in this reckless' way the
moment they were put in shape, and put them on tfaa
market. Millions upon millions of dollars have been
worked off under the hammer, and every scheme resorted
to that the Imagination could conceive to attract pur¬
chasers. They have unfortunately been too sucoeesful In
their management, ani thoie who have been duped wfll
sooner or later realize the worthlessneas of the prettly
engraved promises to pay packed away 10 carefa% ia
their pocketbooks.
Although the times are out of joint, no far as specula¬

tors in paper securities are concerned, the country at
large is in a sound, prosperous condition. The people are
comparatively rich, prices for produce rule high, and they
can afford to consume mere of the luxuries of life than in
ordinary times. Many a double eagle and doubloon 1* pet
away in some safe place in the dwellings of the mechani¬
cal, manufacturing and agricultural classes, where
before there were, perhaps, to a small amount, biU
of (doubtful banks, or what was, perhaps, were*,
emptyness. This prudence and economy on the part at
the masse* has put them in a position independent ef aM
hank expansion or contraction, aud placed their reeoaroM
in an extremity, upon a foundation, which ordinary m-
vulsions cannot tliske. The grand sources of all national
prosperity are sound and healthy. What the people
legally owe, they are able to pay, and those who depend
upon that ability have a resource that will not fall them
in time of trial. In 1837 a different state of thing* ex¬
isted. The masses had, fbr several years previous, been
extravagant beyond parallol, and their means of payment
were the paper promises of bank*, which failed to redeem
them. Their ability to meet claims upon thein suddenly
disappeared, and the effect spread rapidly throughout tie
couatry. Bankruptcy and ruin stared every one engaged
in commercial pursuit* in the face, and distrust wa* en¬
countered at every turn; and but for the partial payment ef
our etormous importations, in public stock*, the revulsion
would have been individually more disastrous. Public in¬
debtedness was, to a very large amount, substituted fer in¬
dividual obligations, and the eflect therefore less paralysing
upon the enterprise and iuduatry of the conntry. Public
delinquency and repadiation had no influence upon In¬
dividual resjonribillty, and the recovery, although daw,
r as much more rapid than it otherwise would have bs*n.
In Ibis particular the present is somewhat similar te the
past. The markets found abroad for our raftriffcd bend*
and other public securities, have enabled us to pay fer n
portion of our importations, which but for such facilittee
would have rested upon private credit and involved im*-
tdual* In serbus ^difficulties. So far as this goee wa
have no fault to find, but it does not make the evil len* n
burden upon the community. The importers have been in
this way relieved of avast amount of individual lia¬
bility to foreign manufacturers, but their position at
home is no less dangerous.
The jobberi, who occupy a positicn between the import'

ers and consumers, are the most dangerous uncertain
class in periods of string* ncy in financial affairs. Their
recklessness in jro»p<rous times is proverbial, and revul¬
sions first overtake them. In their public and private af¬
fairs they are enormously extravagi nt, aud as a body are
at ell times more or less insolvent. With high rente
for warehouses and dwelling houses, with the
most reckloss expenditures in their private af-
fair*, with a system of doing business that will
give the largest sales, without proper regard to
the quality of the paper Uken In exchange; with th*
spirit of con petition prevailing to an extent that swal-
lews up all prudent considerations, it is not extraor¬

dinary that this class of merchants should be the ir*t
to feel injuriously, even disastrously, a state of thing*
that visits but lightly tho-e who have managed their af.
fairs with more discretion. Rivalry In jobbing dry good*
in this aiarlet is carried to a ruinous extent, and failnrea
frequently occur among those engaged. ev« n in ordinary
tines. The desire to outstrip their neighbors in tha
amount of bus:re«s transacted is 10 prevalent, that every¬
thing is sacrificed to that single motive. It is only
sary te take a stroll through the upper part of the ottyl
to see what recourses the jobbing merchants of thlal
city require to maintain the private establishment*!
which meet the eye in that sestion at every
The brown stone and marble palaces, construct
upen credit, and tustained npon credit, are

in all their iaternal and external appointments, to tho
owned by the nobility of Europe ; and when we censid*r|
that the occupants and proprietors are etgsged In
and have nothing hut the limited profits dorived
felling sheetings and shirtings to meet all their bill* f«
such extravagance aud luxuries, It is a matter of
nishment that tliey are able to keep their heads leu
above water under the most favorable circumstano»*|
Next to speculators in fancy stooks and railroad
the dry goods jobbers of this and all other large oife
are the most uncertain, pre.-uiriou* class of business
we have, and any failure among them should not en

alarm. The fact that the great mass of consumers t

rich and prosperous, and that the country merchant
meet their crgi^cments promptly in full, is no guarant
that the city jobbing interest will continue sound or

vent. The we ls of bankruptcy *re inherent, and cin

be eradicated by the healthy state of things exiting
any other department of commerce.
The following table shows the quantity of* soma of

principal articles of produce left at tide water, from t

commencement of navigation to the 22d of October, inolu

sive, during the years 1861, 310 days; 1852, 206 days; 185
206 days .

RWHIPTS OF PROJ>t'fa XT TlOK WtTKU.
1861. 1852. 1853.

no,,, bbls 2,546,287 2,658,715 2,183,62Whit tai ....... «,»*>« 4,7111.212 6,031,4twT do .... .,854.783 4,8i)7,70d 2,663,6
K* t SS& M85

*8.55 S'W. "8?at::::::: £S SjS
Butter lbs 8,880,810 2,374,461 2,MM*Ur£l'bs 18 319,R:tO t),319,425 10,959,8"
Cheese lbs 12,411,571 6,»"»0C,'.m»0 5,052,5
Wool, l'bs 10,221,2* 7,412,088
Bacon, lbs 10,467,248 9,928,788 19, 824,1
Th* quantity of Jour, wheat, earn and barley,

at tide water dnring th* third week in October, In tl|
year* 1862 and 1863, was as follow*

Flour, UU. Wh>ai, b»<
1852 157,702 819,951 *..«
1953 217,881 Ml, 163 151,686 *25,2

Inc. 60,179 Inc. 341,192 Deo. 0,340 Inc.lW,*
The aggregate quantity of th* name article* left at

water from the commencement of to'the jof October, Inclusive, during the year* 18o2 and 1853, #
a. fcllew* --rlourt m. 0»rn, bu. BarUf,
laro '2 668 765 4,7W,212 4,86i,700 §21,i2S::::.\'::Im8>24 5,034,435 2,6»s,64o

Deo. 3-5,261 lal,243,2241*0^,214,060 Jac«20,{
The sgx<<X*te quantity of the same article* l*ft '

| Water fi»» cosn««Qcen*nt U o*v^*t4«n t* 'M\


