NEW YORK HERALD, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1857.

e Mercantile and Commercial Agencles of
New York
‘The present financial crisia has atiracted the gen-
el attention of the business community, or at least
st portion of it which 1s emgaged in the credit
system, to the mercantile and commercial agencles
of New York. The prominence which has thus beea
miven to these establishments will render an account
of them st this particalar time peculiarly interesting
The object of the mercantile or commercial agency
ia to afford such information to merchants and com-
mission dealers as will enable them to discriminate
between those who are and those who are not worthy
of eredit. They are, in fact, nothing more nor less
than intelligence offices on an extensive scale, in
which the business qualifications and characters of
the varions dealera and jobbers throughout the conn-
try are entered on a record for reference by the mer
chants of whom they may desire to purchase goods
on credit. The system originated in England, where
# is, bowever, conducted on a somewhat dif-
feremt plan, and where it is so modified as
to suit the laws and institutions of that country
At present there are four commercial and mercan
tile agencies in this city, the first of which was es
tablishd sbout the year 1840; and thus, under differ
ot superintendents, has existed to the present time
and is now doing an extensive busineas. The origin of
the business, so far as this conntry is regarded, dates
a8 far back as the year 1827, when one of the most
sotive travelling agents of the New York merchants
'was employed exclusively in travelling throughout &
Jarge section of the Union, for the purpose of report-
ing the traders who were in the custom of purchas
ing their goodsin New York and other Northern
eities, His reports in regard to the means, the
sharacter and business prospects of these men were
for a time confined exclusively to the dry goods
trade; bat after & few years he was engaged by the
merchants in other branches of business to extend
his investigations to theirs also, and to report the
mehiability of such a8 desired to emter iato
business relations with fthem. The exten-
sive fleld which was thos opened up
for this peculiar business led to the establish-
ment of a fixed agency in this city about thirteen
after this gentleman entered upon thisocenpa
. This establishment was commenced by a law-
yer, who, with rather limited means for the collection
of such information, prepared booksof reference for
one or twoStates. It waa his design to establish an
efficeat which ail who wished could procure infor-
mation as to the reliability of purchasers who de-
sired to open an account with them. For the privi-
Jege thus afforded she merchant was required to pay
& emall annual subscription, which was partly ex
pended in the employment ot travelling and local
sgenta, Till within the last len or twelve years,
however, the n commercisl and
mercantile agencies has been confined to & very few
Btates, but during this Es:rlod they have extended
sheir branches to every State in the Union, and have
in every city and town of any consequsuce
hout the country. This remark applies only
%0 two of the four sgencies, the others being some-
what circumseribed in their limits, which embrace
8 very few Blates. The business of the first two,
however, has increased to sach an extent that they
bave been obliged to establish Lrauches in Europe,
of which four are in England, one in Paria, aud one,
we understand, is wboot being started in Bremen.
The travelling and local agentas of each of the
estallishments number about three thousand,
ana the whole force employed by all is about seven
thousand. It must not be supposed, however, that
these are exclusively by the agencies, as
the expense thus incurred would be far beyond their
means. These travelling agents receive pringi-
pal part of their remunerstion from the merchants
and commission houses in this city, in the furm of a
centage for the collection of bills,and some
ve been known to make as mnch as $3,000 ont of
one transaction. In addition to this they are paid
sccording to their services by the commercial and
mercantile agencies. The qualifications of the loc,l
agents are & thorongh acquamtance with the buai-
pess men of the different towns in which they reaide;
they must also abjure politics, and the momeat
are known to be Dblased by favo-
or prejodice towards persons whom
sy recort to the agency, thsy are imme-
lhzal dismissed from its service. Delinquen-
wied of this description, however, are said to be very
sare; and although, a8 our infirmant toid us, the
do not lay ¢laim to infaliilility, yet the in-
formation they have has been all
eorrect. Their local and vravelling agents
of the deaters in each city—that 18, of all who
oess from four to twenty thousand dollars
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creditors to the amount of thirty or
forty thousand dollars, and ,in aword, n
mumber of other qulll!jel which render him an an-
deairable customer for aoy merchant. Now all his
bad points are duly entered npon the register of the
agency, and when the merchant of whom he nsks
creaitdesires to be informed in regard to his relia-
pility, he is simply informed that he is not to he
trusted. Bhould, bo #ever, e desire Lo be mins .
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a8 has been Intimated, a large portion comes
out of the pocketa of the merchants.  Bat aithough
these establishmenta derive their -r;pnrt from_the
merchants, who pay them from fifty to five hnndred
dollars per annum each, according to the extent of
thelr business and their demands upon the agency,
they do not rely altogether unon the Information
oh they obtain from their record. A good busi-
ness man trusts as much, if not more, to his
tion, and his own means of infor.aation through
friends or business agents, and then nses the testi-
mony furnished ny the ofioss as corroborative. In
mome nstances they reject the information affirded
by the agencies altogether, although it is sadd in al
most every case In which they have done #o they

been i apon.
hI‘: mgln‘: , a8 we have said, the system diffors in
some jeulars from that pursued bere. The points
dﬁmmx between the English snd American

system in simply thls. The American, in conse
quence of the size of the country, I# more extended;
and while the Ameri :ans repoet all trustworthy and
reliable dealers, the English confine themselves to
failures, bankrupts and dishonest merchanta.

The cipal objection urged againat the mercan-
e -Jm {al agencies in that they crea’e and
foster a system of espionage which cannot e other-
wise than produstive of the worst resulta to the
fhat the. O‘ﬁzllnnily. “::l‘rfpl‘i:u thin it i:hem

but on contrary
a ﬁ.:" the merchant againat the dishoneat
trader—that they stand between buyer and seliar a3
an impartial medinm, and only do for the buger
whai he must find some one to do for him, or go
without goods, and for the seller what he must fAnd
mome ane to do, or refuse to sell. 1t therefore, it ia
contended the business »0
is the system of county records,
m refarences. They must stand or fll together,
i nrged it fs not. It (s claimed to be a record
or reference office in which the tor's interest
n beat merved by truth and b ¥
AN ENGLISI VIEW OF COMMERCTAL ATENCIRS,
[From the London Moening Fost |
A commercial ag may be described a4 A
fen of modern inquisition, ramified over the en-
re surface of this northern continent, prying into

she affaira of onethird of the lation-—not, how.
gver, for the pu of testing their orthodoxy, bnt
in order o aecertain the eredit, character and stand
ing of every trader in the land. Two of these es
tablishments exist in Boston, three of four others in
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Uur L ols Correspondanse.
BeminarixLp, Oct. 18, 1857,
Illinois Politics—The Monetary Crisis— Progress
of Springfield—Iilmois Railroads—Emigration,

&e.

Our country elections come off nex! month, and
the tickets are almost wholly made up on party
issues. The republicans think they have a plurality
if the Know Nothings do not go all cne way. Ap-
pearances in this county indicate that the republi-
ocans will puta few Know Nothinga upon their
ticket, and thus outgeneral the democrats, who
have made up theirs by wholly ignoring them. But
this election is of no importance abroad, as it will
pot indicate the relative strength of parties upon na-
tiopal issues. When we come to elect the next Le-
gislature, which is to chooze a United States Sena-
tor in place of Douglas, then you will see an earnest
contest. Sucker will meet SBucker, and wo to the
party that is “sucked in.”

The discordant state of the financial world
is folly felt here. We had no “run”™ upon our
banks, becanse we have none that issue no'es.
The absence of bauks of lssue in this city of 12,000

inhabitants, the capital of a State in which banks
are 80 numerons, is certaialy a singular phenomenon;
but such 18 the fact. The effects of the pressure
upon the masses as ye' are not seriously felt, bacause
fooa is cheap ard the labor market pot over sup-
plied. Horsee and cattle have fallen considerably,
and land and real estate most go down if affairs do
not change for the better.

Uwmr Beriln Corre pendence.
Bemi i, Ood, 11, 1887,
The King's Iiness—Fears of his Death—First Symptoms
and Progress of ha Malady—Inirigues ot Court—Suc-
cessor to the Throne, dic.
The has !nformed you ere iais of the suildem
and dangeross iliness of the King of Prusia, and it s not
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Ul-advised journey 0 Vienna last summer, be had reco-
wered surprisingly, and slood the falig ie cocasioned by
the milliary mancouoyres and by the presence of 80 many
Ulnatrions goesis sl hls ocourl, much betler than was
Al the oelebration of (ne QNieth saniver-
of his milliary oareer, of which 1 gave you
ioulars In my lasl, he sppeared in romarks

spirits, mad the people who wmaw him
inolimed %0 Imagize (hal the plea of Indisp)
which prevenied him from meeting e
Freach and Rosslan Fmperers st Stoigardl was rather
& politionl pretexi than an sotual reality. Having srom'sed
o s:and sponsor st ihe baptism of a oll'd born 1o b's rela-
tive, the Duke of Augustenburg, be arrived here on Toes-
day evening, on his way to Primkenan, the Duke's resi
denoe; bul mol feeling quile well, he was persuaded to
give up his irip and relurn o Polsdam. Here his iilness
rapldly increased, and on Thursday i2e frsi bulleiin wea
lmued, which, ihough couchied In ihe vague iangusge Lbhai
characterizes such documenta, showed suffisiently ihas se
rious apprebensions wore emtertained. Ca Friday morn
ing symplom; of braln fever became apparent, and he fol
inito & stade of stapor. AD attempd was made (o blaad him
but withoul sucoess. Ioe was applied to his hsad, and

|

alight improvemeni loock place ln the course of Lhe day,
his conseio :sness returned, and he sppeared (0 resognive
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of Agriouitare, snd M de Westphalia, the favorite of the
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wilh or w! House with new fur m
H AVENUR—A FEW TOUNG MEN OAN
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some plain or ns
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BPRING BATREAT, FOUR DOORS FROM BROAD
1 way —To luh:nwd bandsome y furninhed rooma lo
gle emen, location ls » all tho trst alase ho-

tols, Ingquire in the ballding of Anson Honse,

107 G T awreaay s s ey
u-u:-:..;nh 4, 108 fhmily o¢ single gentiemen.  Refe:

3 FOURTH ETENET.—RQOOM8 SUITABLE FOR
ralshed.

dnum The house ia firel
naw up, baving all the modern improvemenis,
ard oom tocars and stiges. Jlnoer st §  Baferences
required.

BR! SYRART, CORN FUDBON.—A
590 ‘ow Mm‘hmznﬂm
mrﬂl.” whare |.hl|||hl‘u -u‘dmmm ‘:"II- m
s pawly furnished Bouse iniog all the an

Terma modersie. neve eachaeged.

NINTH SYRAEST.—
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demen, whare SI‘I oan be perfestlr ai
rooma  Privaie abls if required. Table d’hote at six o'cloak
P.u. Colloe s 's Frasosis,

GURTLAMAN MAY OHBTAIN A PLEARANT HALL
room, with board,"by appiving at 77 81 Mark's place,
Bighth sireet.

A BUIT OF BOOMS ON WBOOND AND THIRD FLOOR
to let. with board st 61 Madison aronun

YOUNG GENTLEMAN, DRSIROUS OF PERFROTING

his Bunglish, wounld like io find beard with sn Ame loan
family where lhere are no ey Nooe ga+d apply
thal are between rand and Fourh streets, or mors tha
two bloah s west of Broadway, Address . U.. box 2949 Pl
offoe shally g lerme. &o-, do

BOJHI’—!UPIRIUB FURNIEHBD APABTMENTH FOR
fomiliea snd alcgle gentems n, wits bosrd, may be bad
ui 1 Murray sirest. alsa, to let, the old estab) resian
corner of Mu: stroet and Nolisgs plaos; o & god e
it will be let s nlow real.  Apply i 09 Morrsy suoel

BO&IB——L HALL MEDROOM TO VBT, WITH FULL
or partial biard, st 4 West Washington piace fourth
doorrom Mrth avenwe

m™nL
want

dero | nprovements &e., requisite for fret claas
Referouoes cxchanged

Broadway.
Ovposita the Park

BOAID IN A PRIVATE FAMILY.—A PRIVATE FaA-

milr will give a chotes of alegani mmmamphg
rooma, with or wihou: privase tahle o "i ar sla 7in gen-
u-f: Location unsurpamed. Apply at 133 Fourveenih

OARD IN BAOOKLYN. —A SMALL PRIVATE PAMI-
ly, otcupy ing & Arel alaan bouse, In Fasife streol be

tween Henry spd ('lolon, wonld st 1o & gentleman and wif

& fromt room acd be siinahad, fornlshed or onfurniabed,
ble  Refaieocrs ad

with board. Terms ressona
dress box 85 New York Post office.

T

i.ouncli in 1648 sodaubsequently Governsr of the
provinoes, bui threw up his oflice on dlssovericg thal ne
oould culy reiain it by follewing uhe rem~tion througi
iox and thin. Another prominenl mas swuong Lhe
“Prince’s friends , formerly one of e most
devoied scberonta of bo eaccraiic absolaticalam, hal who
pamed over to the lberal ramp In 1648, and s cortalaly
ihe mines able, if pol the most honest and consistont mem.
ber of bis party. [Iils thooghi, 00, ihai the Chevaller
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nios roo with ary of osila- aod aitie,
mel wreel—810 35, A d_foor, four rooms
wreel—$10
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QARDING—AY 1§ WILLOW STHEET, BROOMLYN
Hu'gbis, near Pulion Fearry, Two p ul raome for aln
glo gentlemen oan be eageged, with pood board, If applied for

Goml'ruu APARTMENTS OAN BE HAD FUR
without partial board & firvi ciase
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