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«UB BELFRY OF TUB FAST.

TT WILLIAM BOM WALLACI.

I.
#, Who has not listened to Memory s bell

la the belfry built up by tne Part?
low its msgiv&l numbers aonorouhly swell,
Weaving over the spirit full many a spell,
When rung by the breeze or the blast!

ii.

Www they whisper the gladness, or thunder the wo
Of each heart in the far away time;

Do matter what scene in the numbers may
flow

#>r the tremulous soul as it listens below,
it must throb to the changeable chime.

lit
Per. but hark! now tne raptures of boyhood appear;
Now the straggles of manhood are heard;

N<>w a rainbow is spanning some paradised year:
Now a heart with its cloud, and the eye .with its

tear,
When that bell in its belfry is stirr'd.

IV.
Ah! no matter what themes from the music may

sweep,
And no matter what feelinirs mar start?

Not a mortal who listens but sometimes most weep,
Aa he tremblingly looks in the perilous deepThat is found in the happiest heart.

v.

Yet, oh 1 yet is there one who his listened that bell
Rang afar by the breeze or the blast,

Would o'erthrow.while the numbers sonorously
well,

Weaving OTer the spirit foil many a spellThatdim belfry built up by the past 1
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CHAPTER I.
nn vov^c.nw.

The angle on the right bank of the Oreat Kana.
wh». formed by its junction with the Ohio, is called
Paint Pleasant, and is a place of historical note.
Hare, on the 10th of October. 1774, during what is
known as Lord Dunmore's War. was fought one of
the fiercest and most desperate battles that ever took
fhc* between the Virginians and their forest foes.
a battle which is believed by some to have lteen,
rather than the action of Lexington and Concord,
the opening scene of the great drama of the Revolution.forthe Indians in this instance, It has since
been ascertained, were urged on by the British
agents to strike a death-blow against the frontiers,
in order to pave the way for an easy conquest, in the
event of the rebellioualy-inclined colonists venturing
nrn an own ninture with the mother counirv.
After the battle in question, in which the I idians

were defeated with great lorn, and driven back to
their towns, in the interior of what is now the State
mt Ohio.and whence they wonld again have been
rooted by their indignant and chivalrous foes, bat
lor the pusillanimous conduct of Virginia's governor,lawd Dunmore, who. u commander-in-chief of all
the forces, pretended to have formed a treaty of
peace with an almost conquered and barbarous
enemy, and insisted upon an inglorious retreat.after
the battle of Point Pleasant ana the an willing retreat
ef the Virginians we say, a fort was here erected by
the latter, which became a post of great importance
throughout the sanguinary scenes of strife which alnMtimmediately followed, and which in this sectionof country were continued for many years after
that establishment of peace which acknowledged the
united colonies of America a free and independent
nation.

In fact, it may be said that there was no real
safety for the hardy and daring settlers of the West
till after General Wayne's celebrated treaty of
Greenville in 1795; and Point Pleasant and viciuity,
during the interval, witnessed many a bloody scene,
it being a prominent frontier post, magazine and
rendezvous lor the different traders aud emigrants of
the gieat interior of Virginia, who foand the deep
and navigable waters of the Kuiawha a safe and
convenient channel for the transportation of their
goods to and from the banks of the Ohio.
The first fort erected here was a large rectangular

stockade; and within this enclosure, a year or two
anbHeqaent to the battle of Point Pleasant, fell the
noble and celebrated Shawnee chief. Cornstalk, togetherwith his son, Klinipsico. Red Hawk, and
another Indian .all basely murdered by the garrison,in revenge for the loss of one of their companions.who was unfortunately shot near the fort by
another party of Indians during the time that Corn

t*lkand his comrades, on a visit to the command-
at, were being detained a- hostage*.
As if a curse had fallen upon the fort because of

this moat foal assassination of innocent parties, it
waa aoon after destroyed; and another and sm tiler
ae, composed of a cirek of cabins, was erected

Utter up the bank of tbe Ohio. at>out two hundred
yani* above tbe mouth of the Kanawha. This latter
was standing at tbe period we have chosen (or the
opening of our story, and contained several families
U men. women, and children, who live J by trading:,
hunting, and cultivating tbe lands in the immediate I
vicinity. j

For some distance back of the fort, and all be
tween the angle of tbe two rivers, the ground had
been swept of trees and put under cultivation; and
between tbe fort and tbe usual boat landing, covertagtbe sharp point of the angle, and the large
grave of those who had fallen so nobl v in the battlealready mentioned, was a kind of lawn--tbe
null, green nlav ground of the youth and junior
embers of tbe station, who not unfrwiuently

frolicked here with all the light and hearty joyousnessof children who had no cause for fear, though
each had more than once beard the shrill war wboop
mi the red man. and knew not at what moment it
might startle him again. |The scene which we are now prej»ar«d to present
to the reader waa one of nlac id and picturesque
beauty Tbe bright son of a clear and beautiful
toramg. in the spring of 17'tO, wa« pouring down

his glorious rays upon a great for»>*t, -woet and
freab with new green leaves and gay blossoms, upon
Uf Pirr»nu» ruuiu|§ u»c lumum nciwccu,

tad reflecting far down is their atill deptha every

object prr*ented above them -njwn tbe<>|>en gronrid,
fenced Held* browning rattle and fortified dwelling*

f the aettlerw.and lartly, upon the aettler* themlUu»,in idle busy or romping gnm?*. according
to age, condition or Inclination, an tbev were
aeen acattered owtbe green lawn between the land
tag and their stronghold, which wan now deserted
by all rave the aged and infirm.
At the landing we have mentioned win faatened a

Bat boat of the Kind uxed by the early navigator* of
tbe WltifB river*. In ahape and appearance it
waa not unlike the canal boat* of modern time*,
though more roughly pat together. It being only re

gaired for the downward voyage. It* gunwale, al
wmmC straight from stem to atem. waa *otne five or
ix feet above the water; it had an arched dcci.
reaching forward nearly to the bow, while a cwple
off long aweepa lying acroa, and a long *teering oar
at the atern denoted tbe manner in which it waa
controlled and *teered.

Upon the deck of thia boat, at the moment we

Snt the w eM to the reader, atood five indivi
i, of three diatinct claanea of aociety, hot all

alike engaged in watching a group of persona, moat
ly female* who were *lowly approaching tbe landingover the green lawn already mentioned. (If
tbrae five, one waa a about, sleek negro, in partial
Mvery. and evidently a house or body servant; three
ware boatmen and tiordercra. aa indicated hy their
rough, brotired visage* and coarae attire; but the
fifth, of a different cart and higher grade than either
of the ..there would deserve from u* more than a

pawing notice, were ba not indeed ao connected
with the thread and incident* of our story a* to
render a general deacription both necessary and pro
»»'*
Hr was voting man. nonae two and twenty years

of age of « line, commanding ptnoB, and a clear,
open, intelligent countenance; and in the lofty
rarriam of hi* bead in the gleam of hie large,
bright, hare I eye in the internal lighting np of hie
feature* generally and in hie easy. graceful, but
uMUulvea attitude.there wan a aomething which
denoted one of mi|*-rior mind, refinement and edoca
tion Hi* tire*-, too. though fashioned after the
tanner ot tiie t .order* gave evident* of one who

had an eye t<> hi* external appearance. Hi* green
hunting frock, of finer fabric than thone usually
worn in that unction of country, was tastefullyornamented with fringe* of dinerent colore;
hie buckskin trowaera fitted him a* if cut by a
tailor: hieItggia* and m<s>a**in* were cl iee, neat
and ornamented also; and hie felt bit, wifli its
hroad band, "lightly looped brim, and dark droop
ing leather, wan set proudly, almoet jauntily, upon
hie claeelc »liaped head. Above tbe |*>li.|i*d belt
amnnd hie watet. the bright blade concealed in it«
dieath lelow. projected the eilver mounted i.>i<ir
horn handle of hie hunting knife; his mottled p,,w
lerhorn and oriiamerited onllet pouch were properly
and <onven.ently adju-ted under hie right arm; and '

in an attitude of exifiiiaite grace, that would have
made a model for a sculptor, ne partially leaned up >u

hie silver mounted litie. That he was a passenger
through the wilderness, who had dressed and armed
h'm«c1f in e< iirdsnce with the customs of the country,fitter than ont who lad Lai tc >re ttuo a slight
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acquaintance with the rude and perilous sceues of
the frontiers, everything in his manner, drew and
appearance would seem to testify; but as we shall
have occasion in the course of our narrative to fully
-et forth who and what he wax, we will leave hiin
for the present, and turn to the approaching group,whom he seemed to be regarding with lively interest.
Of this group, composed of a middle aged man

and four females, with a black female servant followingsome five or six paces in the rear, there was
one whom the most casual eye would have singled out
and rested npou with pleasure, and of thut one only
we propose to give such a description as will convey
in tne fewest words a general idea of lier appearance.with a slight inklmg of her character.
The lady in oueation, then.for ahe evidently wis

a lady, born and bred.was apparently about twenty
years of age, of a alender ana graceful figure, and of
that peculiar cast of feature which, besides being
beautilnl ir every lineament-, rarely fails to aftfect the
beholder with something like a charm. Her son Diue
eyes looked sweetly out from under long, drooping
lashes; a kind of active, intelligent animation appearedto beam from the whole countenance; and
when she spoke, disclosing two rows of pearly teeth,
a witching smile played around two as pretty lips as
were ever seen; and when she laughed, if we may
be permitted the poetic idea, the music thereof
seemed to come from the realm of sunlight, for her
soul in such moments ever seemed to light up her
fair face with an almost unnatural brilliancy.
But though effeminate to a refined degree, that

face was not wanting in character; and he could
have been no connoisseur in human nature who
would have judged her solely from her placid or
joyous moods; for she was numan, with passion,
will and pride; and there wore times when those
soft eyes could flash, those laughing lips curl, and
those mellow tones become eommandiug and stern.
Though of light complexion and a naturally fair
skin, the present slightly brown hne of her features
would have indicated exposure to the open air,
such as might result from a long journey, had not
her dress, of finer materials ana more fashionable
make than those around her, proclaimed her more
recently from the older settlements at the eastward.
Her travelling costume.a flue brown habit, high in
the neck, buttoned closely over the bosom and
around the wrists, and coming down to her small,
pretty feet, without trailing on the ground.was
both neat and becoming; and with her riding cup
and its waving ostrich plume, set gaily above her
flowing curls, ner tout ensemble contrasted forcibly
with the rough, unpolished appearance of those of
her sex beside her, with their linscy bed gowns,
scarlet (iannel petticoats and bleached linen caps.

Oh, Blanche," said one of the more venerable of
her female companions, pursuing a conversation
which had been maintained since quitting the open
fort behind them, "1 cannot bear to let you ffo, tor

happen to you; and wucn 1 feel that way something
generally does happen.''
"Well, aunt," returned Blanche, with a light

laugh, "I do not doubt in the leant that something
will happen.for I expect one of these days to reach
my dear father and blessed mother, and give them
such an embrace as is due from a dutiful daughter
to her parents.and that will be something that has
not happened for two long years at least.'
"Bdtl don't mean that, Blanche," returned the

other, somewhat petulantly; "and you jnst laugh
like a gay and thoughtless girl, when you ought to
lie serious. Because you nave come safe thus far,
through a partially settled country, you think, 1
believe, your own pretty face will ward off danger
in the more perilous wilderness.but I warn you
that a fearful journey is before vou! Let me repeat,
dear Blanche, what your uncle here has already told
you, that scarcely a boat descends the Ohio-as
calm and beautifal as it looks to-day, under this
bright sunshine.that does net encounter more or
less peril from the savages that prowl along either
shore; and some of them that go down freighted
with human life are heard of no more, and none ever
return to tell the tale."
"But why repeat this to me, dear aunt," returned

Blanche, with a more serious air, "when you know
it is my destiny, either good or l>ad, to attempt the J
voyage? My parents have sent for me to join them
in their new home, and it is my dnty to go to them,
be the peril what it may.""I know B, dear girl," sighed the other^ "but
still 1 feel very sad about this parting, and desire to
thoroughly warn you of vour danger, that you may
not be lulfed into a fatal security.'
"But 1 am not the commander of the boat," re-

turned Blanche, "nor even one who would make a
very good defender of it; ao pray, dear aunt, bestowyour warnings upon those whose duty it is to
earn- it uafalw tn i * u l\l* lllklf onon Hurt'

there stand* V'.ugene Fairfax, my father's secretary,
and my all"tted guide and protectorc. with ritle in
hand, and looking very warlike; ray black Duke,
too. Is there, as brave aa a lion when the danger is J
at a safe distance; not to mention the three hardy
boatmeu betide them, who look as if fighting Indians
might be a rather pleasant pastime than otherwise;
and so suppose yon give them their proper charge, |
dear aunt, and let me reap the benefit of it, without
being obliged to treasure up such doleful matters in
my |*oor, silly hrain. and perforce become as lugubriousas the most sots rounded of my liuguenot ancestors.''
"Oh. Blanche! Blanche .' you are a wild, giddy

girl yet. I see!" returned the matron by her side,
tapping her cheek playfully; " and (Jod forbid your
light merry heart be ever saddened by a crashing 1
calamity Y |"Amfn!" returned Blanche.

" Yon never did know what it was to fear!" pnr-
sued the good woman. rather proudly. "No," she
repeated, turning to the others. " Blanche Bertrand
never did know what it was to fear. I do believe!" )

" Juat like her father: join, d in the husband of
the matron, the brother of Blanche's mother, the
commander of the station, and the middle-aged gen-
tleman mentioned as one of the party; "atrue
daughter of a true soldier. Her rather, Colonel
I'hUip llertrand.Cod bless hitn for a true
heart!.never did seem to know what It was to
foar.and Mum he Is just like him, she is. Well do
I remember," he went on " sr and some
hall-a dozen brother of d snd pursuedby that scoundn e time
the vagabond was trying Jefferson,
and the rest of the assembly, Jo. u* brute master,
Lord Cornwallis! Bless my soul! what do yoo
think? Philip wanted to make a stand, and fight
overwhelming numbers to the hist gasp; and when
he heard that the infernal wr»t -he* had fired his
faun and storehouses, it took in >re than one man
to keep him from rushing back, single handed, to
take vengeance upon the dastards."
"Thank yon. uncle, for recalling that trnnhloos

*** .i/ui..u. « r. m i,.r
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safely through one peril. and 1* a presage of my
arriving Another, even should aunt Mary * forebo-
dings have a foundation in tniUi. which I tnut they
have not. Ah! well do 1 remember tha time and
scene yon spe«k of, ancle!" pursued tl»e fair girl,
with heigntened color and a flashing eye; "and had
I then been a man, or even a youth in his teens, insteadof a weak, puuv girl of eleven, my father
would at least have had one to Jflti him in taking
vengeance upon the ruthless destroyers of our beau
tifulhome!
"Ay. that he would 1 that be would' cried the

elated commander. lapping his hands; " that he
would. I do believe! An. Blanche, my pretty he
mine, yon should have been l«orn a man
"80 wish not all of your ee* 1" laughed Illanche. |
"And so would not I say wen1 I thirty years

younger, single, and none of kin!" was tb« gallant
and laughing rejoinder of the uncle
Hy this time the partie* had reached the boat; and

the vonng man already described and allnded to hy
Blan< be 1Urtrand aa Eugene Katrlsx. the secretary
of her father.at ouoe stepped forward, and. in a

polite and deferential manner, offered hla band to
the diflcrent females, to assist them oh lihard. Til#
hand of Blanche wis the last to touch his.and then
hut slightly, as she sprung quickly snd lightly to
the deck but a close observer might hav« detected
the slight fln*h which mantled hi* noble, expressive

i feature*. a* hi* eyea for aingle irwtant met her*.
Hhe tniftht henwll hare aeen it.perhapa «hr didIbut there war no correaiionding plow on her own
bright, pretty fare. a* ahe inquired, in the calm, din
nified t«ne of one having the right to put the que* I
tion.and who might al«o hate tieen aware ol the
inequality of poeition between heraelf and biro ahe
addreaeed:.

"Eujrrue, ia everything prepared for oar depnr-
tnre?"

'Ho far ar> 1 know. Mi«* Rlanrhe," anawrred the
young man. witft a reapecttul bow, and toftring at ill
more deeply.
"Everything abouM he »een to before we aet out

00 tin* loop joartiey, whirh will only permit ua mmo
two or three «afe landing* lietween nere i» «1 our deatination.the Kalla of the Ohio." pur I tl. »nche, in
in a rather positive tone. "It will i«t do for our
boat to aprinp a leak aga*n. aa it did coming down
the Kanawha for it will not he aafe for tie. I am
told, to tourh either ab're between the different
forte and trading porta on our »

"No, indeed!" rejoined hei it, quickly; "it
will be ae much ae yonr live* ire worth to venture
a foot from the main current of the Ohio for new*
reached ua only the other day that many boat.* had
been atta ked 'thin apring. and aeveral I nt. witb atl
on board."

" No one feela more concerned about tlie *nfe
pannage of MJaa Itertrand than mynelf," refilled En
pene, in a deferential tone; "and aince our arrival
here I have left nothing undone that I thought might
pcuMibly iidd to her w uritv and eomfotl."

" Tliat la tme. toniv perwmal knowledge." joined
in the uncle of Hlanrne;" "and I thank you, Mr.
Fairfax, in behalf of my fair kinnwoman.
Eugene bowed; and Bl uche. fuming quickly

away, with, "Come frie.ida. let me ahow you my
little retreat." at once led h«: feme t conn iruorr*,

tiy a ahort *tairway near the tr>w, 'own into the
lady of the tavt, whe»e a arnall n <t it in had been
c-»rtruct«d and fitted np exproerly for iter a*. It

: HERALD, THURSDAY I
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contained two berths, one for herself and the other
for her waiting woman.a large rush mat for the f
feet. a rude, but cushioned settee.two or three <
cumii stools.a kind of dreming bureau, evidently of j
frontier workmanship.a small mirror.a few books j
.and a few other articles of minor importance; and
fhough many a proud beauty of to-day might have ]
entered it with a smile ot contempt, yet for that pe- «

riod and region of country it whs considered quite <
elegant, and drew many an encomium from the i
friends of Blanche. ]
While the female party were thus occupied below, j

the uncle of Blanche, calling the boatmen together,
proceeded tc give them such instructions and warn-
ings as he thought might best promote the safety of
his fair kinswoman and themselves.
" There will, perhaps," he pursued, " be no great

danger so long as you keep in the current; but your
watch must uot be neglected for a single moment,
either night or day; and do not, I most solemnly
charge and warn you, under anv circumstances, or
on any pretence whatsoever, suffer yourselves to be
decoyed to either shore!"
" I hope we tmderstand onr duty better, Colonel,"
:A <v/ ... ak.11.

POIU UliC U1 VUC UiCU, IVBpCCUUU/t" I doubt it not," replied the commander of the
point; " I believe von are all faithful and true men,
or yon womd not nave been selected by the agent of
Colonel Bcrtrand for taking down more preciouB
freight than yon ever carried before; but still the
wheat and the best of men have lost their liven by
giving ear to the moat earnest appeals of humanity.
You understand what I mean? White men, apparentlyin the greatest distress, will hail your boat,
represent themselves as having just escaped from the
Indiuus. and teg of you, lor the love of God. in the
most piteous tones, to come to their relief; but turn
a deaf ear to them.to each and all of them.even
should yon know the pleaders to be of yonr
own kin, for in such a case your own
brother might deceive you.not wfifutly and
voluntarily, perhaps.but because of being goadjedonbytne Ravages, themselves coan 'od. Yes,
such things have been known a; on* iend being
thus used to lure another to his destn ion; and so

be cautious, vigilant, brave and true, and may the
good God keep yon all from harm!"
As he finished speaking, Blanche returned to the

deck with her friends, and at once proceeded to take
an ailcctionate leave of all, receiving many a tender
message for her parents from those who held them
in love and veneration. <

Quite a crowd of the idle and curious, mostly womenand children, had by this time collected around
the landi ng, to witness the departure of the boat;
and as th latter swung ont, and began to float down
with the c. Tent, a general cheer was given, followed
by many earnestly spoken wishes, and silently uttered
prajers, for the safety of the voyagers in general,
and the "sweet lady" in special, who had now, with
high hopes and a beating heart, fairly entered upon
the most perilous portion of her long and perilous
journey. :

CHAPTER II.
UNDER WAY. (

Blanche Bertrand stood upon the deck of the
bout, us it slowlv glided down the stream, lookiug
bac k to those from whom she !ud tearfully parted,
perhaps for the last time. She had been repeatedlywarned of danger, and was not ignorant of
many of the nerils which lay before lier: and
though young, brave, spirited arid buoyant, she had
secretly felt more than Bhe had shown, while listeningtc those wh". childless themselves, loved her al
most as a daughter. She wel' knew it to be no mere
trilling journey she had undertaken.that of traveling,with only some two or three attendants, through
the long wilderness which lay between the eastern
section of Virginia and what was then called the
Falls of the Ohio, now the city of laiuisvillc; but she
had come of a high spirited chivalrous stock- -of a
descent note for courage, from the troublous times
which drove nor persecuted ancestors to Virginia
down to the present; and so, when summoned by
the call of her father to join him in the far wilder
ness, she had hesitated not a moment to commit herselfto the perilous undertaking.
The father of Blanche, Colonel Philip Rertrand,

was a native of Virginia, and a descendant of one of
the Huguenot refugees, who fled from their native
land alter the revocation of the edict of Xantz in
lt>Kr>. He bad been an officer of some note during
the Revolution- a warm political and personal friend
of the author of the Declaration of Independence.
and a gentleman who had always stood high in the
e-tt uii of Ins assiK-lutcs and "ti injxiraries.Though at one time a man or wealth. Colonel
Rertrand bad loat much, and suffered much,
through Rritish invasion, as already intimated in
the preceding chapter ; and when, shortly alter the
close of the war, he had met with a few more sirious
reverses, he had lasen fain to accept a gra\t of land,
near the Falls of the Ohio, tender-d him by Virginia,
which then held jurisdiction over the entire territory
now constituting the State of Kentucky.

'I In- cTant hail decided the Colonel upon seeking
his new possessions and building up a new home in
inc inch lur wesi; ami as inn wne una ni-i- u-u upon
accompanying him on his first tour, he had assented
to her desire, on condition that Man he should be
left among her friends till such time a« a place could
be prepared which might in some degree be considereda fit abode for one ho carefully und tenderly
reared.

Illanche wee Id gladly hare gone with hei parents;
tut on this point her father had been inexorable .
dc(luring that she would have to remain at the Fast
till he should see pn>|>er to send for her; and as he
was a man of positive character, and a rigid disciplinarian,the matter had been nettled without argument.

Resides his wife, and the half a dozen negro servantstaken with him, leaving two with tilancbe.
there was another mender of Colonel Remand's
household, whom it is proper to mention in this connection.We refer to hugene Fairfax.

This yonng man. of what in Virginia was coasid
red a good descent, had been left a poor or,.rau in

mere childhood, and been taken in charge by Colonel
Hettrand. who hud piven him a good education and
otherwise treated him us one of the family, rather
thun us a de|H'udant. Yet being naturally of that
sume high spirited nature which characterized those1
around him, Eugene, as he pew op, had aometimes
felt fhe disparity between himself and the proud and
beautiful blanche. Though for year* beneath the
same roof, there had never existed anything like intimacy1s t ween tNcin. He hud looked upon her as

the beautiful heiress of a wealthy and distinguished
family.she upon him as a bumble friend -a dependant,even if a confidant. He had always borne in
mind his station in her presence she had never for
a moment seemed to hwe sieht of her own. And yet,
strange as it may seem withal, be Jfad conceived a

I Mission tor her in his youth, which had strengthened
with his rinening j earn- and this in spite of his moat
earnest striving* to the contrary. Not u word tend
ing to reveal this feeling had ever passed his lips ;
and if Illanche knew of it. It was on.y through a wo- c

man's naturmliy (piirk, irittiiiive |>ereepti .ri: and no f
thing in her conversation or manner had ever «hown
t li.ir -he wan aware of what on his part she might
poe-ibly have c<>n»idered the height of prc»nmption. v

When Colonel Bert* rd removed to the Went, Ko s

gene Fairfax, a* we have said, accompanied him, a
and coining of age short 1* after, he had accepUd
the liberal offer of hie noble benefactor to rem tin j
with him in the calcify of private secretary and
confidential agrnt. f»n taking possession of hi* a
grant, the Colonel had almost immediately erected a o

fort, and offered su< h indncemeuta to aettlrra aa to a

speedily collect around him <|Bite a little community.ofwhich, bk a matter of course, he tiecame the f
head and chief: and to «ipp1y the wants of his own f
family and others, and increase bis gain* in a legiti- t
mate way. be had opened a store, and filled it with t
goods from the Kastern marts, which gooda were a

transported by land over the tn .ntains to the Kanawha.and thence by wafer to the FaUa of Ohio, t
whence Ifccir removal to Fvrt Bertrand berime iui c
fasv matief. ??> J>hKh»sff and shta> these gooda. .rid
deliver a package of letters to friend* in the Kast. n

Kopene had been thrice despatched his third com a

mission also extending to the escorting of the bean- s

tifnl heirem, with her servants, to her new h<me. n

This last commission bad been so far axeouteU at the t
tima chosen for the ofwning of our store a* to tiring s

f he different parties to the month of the C.reat Ka- c

nasha. whence the reader has seen th. m slowly i

floating off" upon the stiU, glassy bosom of "the belle t
Of rivers." , 1
With this explanation of the relative positions and 1

purpose* of the different parties, and whieh we con- t
sidered necessary to a proper understanding of what t
is to follow, we a ill forthwith proceed to the action |
of our evenifnl story.

Blanche Rertranrt, as we have said, sto id upon the
<1o. V nt »he ln,l!n> l.i.k ut Vr f I Tills, and I
occasionally waving her hand, and receiving almilar fl

nilent tokena of regard in return, till the tirnt alight
t.end in the river nhut them entirely from hef wiew; t
and then, with a long, deep nigh. nhe g'.anc )d over
the calm, shining water* of the Ohio, at the d*rk, r

heavy, hut tieautiful forewt* whiali lined either ahore, e
and turned to the different fa< ea aronid her, with «
the air of one who felt, ill at eaee, and wished for i
something to divert her thought* from a sad and t
gloomy train t

Perceiving her atmit, rWk «ervant. Ihike, in con- i
vernation with hia eolored female companion, she i
called him to her aide.
"Well Mi«« Tllam tv said the negm. respectfully 1

approaching hie mi»trene. and doffing hi- hat polite 1<
ly. hia emxdta, elmny faee fairly - Lining with good i
bunor. I

"Itid yon hear what f'noli William anid almut the v

danger* of thin voynge'f" j a
"Oh, yen. M"lanrhe. I'a heard elwsyonenf n

devn dar oh< wate w
i 1

"Wf" * hot do y 01 'hhiV ihout what yon heard'
t\ i to y mllH if 1
"Of :>o, M'»» ' !' i"'"t "it "Veered h

none. 1 i e«n'e ' 1' " di rii dar hied oi pit* p
en* i- . >'» ,ii H»1I t

Hit! op; Ihihe tha» we-honld
riai v to alt* » t <t an.- what wou you J t
c.r »«
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Oh, dat'o a clar cane, Miss Blanche,'' replied D ike,
itraightening himself up with an air; "elaras do li<ht
>f day, dat is. What ud dia chile do? (Jolly heb
>ene! I'd just stand np and tight 'em, like Marse
I'hilip fit the Britishers!
"But if 1 have been rightly informed, my brave

Duke." pursued Blanche, with a mischievous smile,
'you were not always noted for courage; for during
:he time that your Master Philip fought the British,
ind especially upon any report being made tluit the
latter were near, it is said you were not always to
be found; and that when our barn was burned, you
made rather a narrow escape from the hay mow; but
then perhaps you had stolen thither to get your weaponsin order f"
"Well, dar, now, Miss Blanche," returned Duke,

banging his head and looking not a little foolish;
'dar, now.don't say nutfin more 'bout dat; kate
dat's clar case, dat is; and l'sa pusson as always has
de msggonimity to own np beat when I's coiched
clar, 1 is. But den you see, Miss Blanche," pursuedDuke, rousing up with a more martial air," I was
younger den; and dem dar red-coated Britishers
wasn't hijuns, no how; and Injuns am what 1 'posed
to fight, dey is."

"Well, I only hope yon will prove as brave as youtalk, for it is more than likely your courage will be
put to the test before we reach our destination."
"You doesn't see nuffin, does you, Miss Blanche,

to gib you dat dar nogstication?" inquired Duke,
glancing rather more uneasily from one shore to the
other than seemed quite consistent with the characterof one so very courageous.
"Well, I thought 1 did see something rather suspicious,"said Blanche, with a seriouN air.
"Golly, bebbens! whar?" cried nuke, bis eyee

opening to tbeir greatest extension, and his face
losing a sbadc of its midnight hue Then perceivinga rather mischievous twinkle in the eyes of his
mistress, and comprehending at once that she was
nlayiug upon his feelings, he instantly recovered
himself, and added, in a tone intended to be very
dignified and warlike, "Just show me de susperciousobjeck. Miss Blanche, and yon'll see dar's no flinch
In dis chile."
"Very well, Duke," returned Blanche,"I will take

vonr word for tht present. And now to and tell
Master Eugene I wish to speak to bim."
Eugene, who was below when the message of

Blanche reached him, instantly turned on his heel,
with a slightly flushed face, and repaired to the
deck, where the beautiful heiress received him with
her wonted dignified courtesy.
"I bavi sent for yon, Eugene," she said, "to

know if you luink wc really have anything to fear
during this voyage ?.You nave made the journey
twice. 1 believe, and ought to know. It in true, youloid me srnietbing of it before we crossed the mountains-hnt I ennfeua T naiil little heed t/i it. then* anil

probably should not now have thought of questioningyou on the matter, except that the re petted
wai nings of my relatives at Point Pleasant have
made me, in spite of myself, a little uneasy. Not
that I by any meant intend to play the timid
maiden," she added, with a somewhat kindling
rye; "but still, where there is danger, one likes to
know it, and be prepared for it; and so I wish yon
to speak freely, and tell me the worst, without any
reserve."
" 1 believe there is little danger, Miss Blanche.-I

should say comparatively little.so long as we keep
vigilant, and do not venture to approach either
shore," replied Eugene. " Many boats and their
crews have been captured in descending the Oblo, it
Ls true; two or three have in fact been seized by the
savages this spring, and several others had very narrowescapes; but in every instance. I am inclined to
believe, the misfortune has resulted, either from
negligence and carelessness on the part of the crew,
or from their giving ear, as y <ur uncle expressed it,
to the moat earnest appeals of humanity."1 do not exactly comprehend the last remark,
which you ascribe to my uncle," said Blanche.
"He nad reference to what is known on the river

is decoys." explained Eugene. "In other words,
>ou must understand there are a number of white
MB among the Indians, either renegades or pnson?rs,who occasionally, either voluntarily or by com
pulsion, appear upon the hanka of the Ohio, hail
Kiroe passing boat, and m< st niteously plead to be
aken on board, alleging they nave just effected their
scape from a horrible doom; and it is hard for men,
nth feeling hearts, to listen to their touching pray>rsand refuse to aid them. And in attempting to
lid them nianv have been lost, for often a iiutnlier
>f Indians air lying in ambush to attack the boat
be moment it lout hea the shore; and it not unfre- I
luenlly happens that the kindly disposed boatmen
ind passengers, wheu not all killed, are forced in
,um to act as decoys to others, before being carried
nto a captivity which generally results in a death of
the roost agoiiizingtortiiree."
"But since tt is so well known that men are thus

tiding as d»coya," sa'd Blanche, "it seenia very
drange that any party should ba ao foolish as to
five heed to them for a single moment.''
"But you must also understand. Miss Blanch-,

that these men are not known to be decoys, even
alien suspected, until too late for the escape of
those who have sought in good faith to assist them;
r«r many time* the cry for merry has come from
those in the greatest need, and many a deserving I
fellow has been rescued in this manner If there
prerc any means of knowing the true from the
uhe, tliese sad results which so often follow might
x* avoided on both sides: first, in the h«aU being
ible to escape danger.aecoudly. in those in need
* reiving doc assistance: for If men have lost
heir lives by heeding the false appeals for succor,
he truly suffering have likewise lost their lives
I,rough tin ir at«i>doumcut by those who suspected
hem of trcachety.""I perceive it is not easy to discriminate between
he right and wrong in either case," returned
Slam lie.
"Therein has ever lain the difficulty, with brave,

loble minded men," said Eugene."though it will
:ertainly not exist on our vryage!"
"Why will it not?" inquired Blanche.
"Because, having one valuable life to preserve, we

tare resolved not to lie turned aside by any human
iniyrr, whether true or false.-'
"You say one valuable life!" repeated Blanche,

with a like emphasis on the numeral; "is there only
ids. then, of value aboard this boat?"
"There is certainly one we esteem of more value
ban all the rest!" bowed Eugene.
"Well. I suppose I most consider myself higtrty

ompliin-nted, sin * it would lie the height of affecta-
ion ' it my part to feign ignorance of the Party
ner.ut I" rejoined the proud beanty. with a long and |
i' a tone so eouivocal as to leave some disrtit uii in

be mind of Eugene whether she wm pleaneJ or
itbenr1«e.
"Perfcap* it in less a compliment than a simple

tatrment of fact, that the tingle life of the «ole
laughter and heireaa of Colonel Hertrand I* of more
opropienre to the world than half a d«aen lives of
persona in more bamble condition*." rejoined Kn
ene, in a tone and maimer which left hi* own meannga* ambiguous a* ben.
Wane be looked at him for a few moment* with a

tearty, searching gaxe.a scrutiny whu h he l»ore
nth unchanged countenance, though he felt that
be waa seeking to read hia very soul; and then ahe
aid. a* ir wishing to resume the mam subject:

"Itrust nothing will happen to put any life In jeopardy.however valuable, or however hnioble!"
"Huch i* my moat earne*t nrayer!" replied Enrtne;"and I as-nre you. Mi** Blanche, that nothing
n my part shall be wanting to in*un the safety of
,11."
"While looking at vonder beautiful forest. with it*

teen leave*, bright blossom*, and festooning vine*, '

taVfMd Blanche. after a nanse. pointing to tfie norhern*hore of the dark, placid river, "it i* difficult
n realize that murdering savage* are lurking in it*
hadowy depths.''
" It i* like many a human fare and form,"renmedEugene; "fair and lovel? to the vi»w.but
(ntaiDint a base and treacherous soul within."
!)!aflCue again turned a quick, searching glance

ijton the speaker, aa if she fancied there might be
hidden meaning in hi* word*; but if such wa* her
urmi*e. hi* clear haeel eje met hers too frankly
,nd ojienly for the suspicion to he verified and reainrdto hi* disadvantage: and she forthwith reumedthe convenatton in a buoyant tone.advancing
>ne idea after another, and dwelling ujpoci each with
i poetic fancy that quite astonished and charmed
ler hearer, to whom she lutd never seemed to unlendso mnrh Isslore. Then, a* if suddenly reinjectingherself, she changed the *>ijijeet afmiptly to
he voyage, made a few pertinent inqniries. and
urncd away to descend below, aayiiig as -he departed.in a tune of musical sweetness:
" Have a eare, Eugene ! 1 trust all to yon!"
" And <Jod knows 1 shall he faithful to'tlie trust!"

lemurmured, rnziucr after her reircntin* form with
in expression which revealed. more clearly than he
night have wished. the aw ret paaatou which atirred
he deptha of hia inmoat being.
The day, which proved a delightful one through

mt, pawed oil without anything occurring worthy
»f note- Huge tie making a careful inspection of the
irma and ainmutiitioti, aedng that everything waa
in properenndi km, and taking every precaution
o taanre the rafety of all, and eapecially of the fair
ieir g whom he secretly w< rvhipiied. an* tit > an< tent
dohilora might have worahipea the ami, without
mpe of a reciprocity of feeling.
M night a careful watch wa« «et, the hortra of re

ief ta log eo arranged that nothing might tie nog
riUd through weariueaa. and yet w» much did
.ugene feel hia responsibility. a* the head of the
ittlr party, that he remained up till near morning,
ralking to and fro along the deck,and now and then
triving to penetrate the dim. starry light, which,iioi>T tin- hroad Imrom of the atill, rolling rirer, lay
lenvy and Mack as a fnnereai pall.
The night, like the day. however glided |ieiicefulyaway the aeeond morning if a hat riii?ht fairly

>e mlh <1 the journey of peril, (i iwning bright and
tiorioua. and i'ring'og rmr -i\i ral .1)., oti to the
>ek with « ilaBimii'n ia dlaic, o » ofapiritn.
Thct 11wilda,. ea'-edltki the lir*': the third like

hr tr. nit; and when on the following ft<"M nearly
..I ttic tifltrcnt partu* retired to re-t, with that in- '
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creased feeling of security which their so far eventfulprogress had served to induce, it was little they
dreamed of an impending fate more terrible than
their darkest fancies had ever conceived.

CHAPTER III.
THS F1KHT PKHIL.

Slowly and silently, save the occasional creak, dip
and splash of the ateerman's oar, the boat of our
voyagers was borne along upon the bosom of the
current, on the eventful night alluded to at the close
of the preceding chapter. The hour was waxing
late, and Eugene was the only one astir exeunt the
watcn. The night was unusually calm and lovely,
and the bright stars, in the soft, bine vault above,
were shining clearly down upon the dark, placid
river, and upon the great sleeping forests which
sti etched far away from either shore.
Taking bis seat upon the deck as the different par-

tits retired to rest, Kugeue gradually became lost m
a pleading reverie, his eyes occasionally resting upon
the twHem of the stream and occasionally upon its
dark, faintly defined boundaries, arid yet with
thought so abstract and gaze so mechanical as not
to note a single object within the range of his vision.
His mii d was upon Blanche.the proud, the beautifuland fascinating Blanche.aDd he was recalling
a hundred little tnflea of tne laat tew days, putliagthem together and weighing them in the balance
of hope. Was she really the same as she had appearedof old-a being of indifference, dignity and
rererve ? Or had time and circumstances brought
a slight change.a change to give him pleasure,if not hope ? At times of late he haa fancied
she was nut wholly indifferent to his presence;
that, if nothing wanner, she oousidered him
a ftiend, an intellectual companion, who might
appreciate a poetic thought aDd fancy above
ti e material plane; and these times be was recalling
with delight.and almost unconsciously drawing a
secret augury that he might not have ventured upon
in more reasoning moments.when he was suddenly
roused, aud somewhat startled, by a rough hand beingplaced upon his shoulder, accompanied by the
words, in the gruff voice ot the boatman:.
"I say, Cap n, here's trouble!"
"What is the matter, Dick?" inquired Eugene,

starting to his feet
"Don't yon se» thar's a heavy fog rising that'll soon

kiver us np so thick that we won't be able to tell a
white man from a nigger?" replied the boatmanDickWinter by name.a tall, bony, muscular, athleticspecimen of his class.
"Good heavens, so there is!" exclaimed Eugene,

looking offupon the already misty waters. " It must
have gathered very suddenly, for all was clear a minuteago."
"Not exactly, Cap'n, for I've watched it thickeningfor five minutes, aDyhow; but then, when a man's

asleep, a half hour seems not more'n a minute pometimes."
"But I was not asleep, Dick," returned Eugene.
"A rayther quar wake then. Cap'n -u deal' wake,

by thunder!.for I called you three times afore I shuk
you."
"That is strange," said Eugene; "but no matter.

What is to be done now? This is something I was
not prepared for on such a Digbt as this."

"It looks troublous, Cap'n, I'll allow," returned
Dick; "but we're in for't, that's sartin, and I a'pose
wn'll Kn«'A r\ malra V»/-> Ka, /\»i ' "
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' Bnt what is to be done ?.what do you advise ?"
asked Eugene, in a auick, excited tone, that indicatederne degree of alarm.
"Why. ef you waru't ao skeered about the youug

lady, and it wurn't so dead agin order* from headquarters,my plan would be a cl'ar and easy one.
i d jest run over to the Kaintuck shore, and tie
up.'
"No! no!" raid Eugene, positively; "that will

never do, Dick.that will never do! I would not
think of such a thing for a moment!.we must keepin the current, by afl means I
"Ef we can," rejoined the boatman; "but when it

gita so dark as we can't tell one thing from t'other,
it'll be powerful hard to do; aud ef we don't run
agin a bar or bank afore morning, in spite of the
best o' us, it'll be the luckiest go that ever I had a
hand in. See! Cap'n-it's thickening up-fast; we
can't see eytber bank at all. nor the wafer nyther;the stare is getting dim, and it looks as if thar war
a cloud all round us."

"I see! 1 see!" retnrned Eugene, excitedly."Merciful heaven! I hope uo accident will befal us
here!.and yet my heart almost misgives me!.for
this, 1 believe, is the most dangerous part of our

Cnrney.the vicinity where most of the boats have
;en captured by the savages."
"It has a had look, Cap'u, thur's do denying it;

aDd 1 think the Ksintnck shore, whar the brutes is
least like to be, is the safest run we can make; but
er we put for that, we'll hev to d<> it while thar's
light enough to see our way, or else we (nought dud
ouiM Ives like a capsized land turkle.legs up'ard,and uo go."
"No! no!" returned Engene; "it must not be; I

tell you we must try to keep the current."
"Then I'll jest ventur' to »bssrve, Pap'n, that it

won't astonish me amazining ef we fetch up smash
at the fust bend."
"At all events, we mnstdo the liest wc can, and

trust the rest to Pruvidrnri' "

"Jest as y<>u say, Ciy'g.Dick Winter's one of
th<ma* lh|| obeys ordei*, Ml or nuss And thar's
one thing aartin. let happen whatarnaevar rosy.thered niggers can't see aa alore we can tliem and ef
it comes to tbe scratch, we re good lor a few shots,
anyhow."
"Heaven preserve ns!" ejaculated Eugene. thinkingof Blanche; " I would give no many a bright

h«>l>e to lie insured against this perfl! There would
lie no safety in the Kentucky snore." he pursued, as
it weighing the advice of the boatman : the Indiana
are often prowling along that shore aa well as the
other."
" Hot not anite so like to he," returned Winter," kaae it'a not quite ao near thar atompingground."
"Yonr advice may be good, Dick," continued Eugene.licgiiining to pace rapidly to and fro. and

watching the gathering and now almost imiienetntblemist with an anxietv really painful; "hut I dare
not take it; for it i» not only agnlrnt the most jiositiveorders of the Colonel, but I also have a presentimentthat if we touch the land we are loft,'
"Wall, you're cap'n," said Dick, "and it'a for yonto say. ril do the Is at I can. for it'a little aa I wants

to gin tbe bloody brntea my scalp. to say nothing
of the young lady and the boat." Then, after a
slight pause, and in a more cheerfnl tone, probablyIntended to relieve In some degree the apparent anx
le'y of his young commander, he added: "It'a

Cible we can keep ber afloat ; and ef we should
*n to strike it 'll be easy pushing off; and it don't

foller that thar'll be Injuns thar to pitch into ua.
evther. I'll stick to the steering nar. and try to feeltrie current, and it'a like we'll come out right aide
up. arter all."

"Fail not to take every precaution yon can poa-sibly think of, Dick, and I will call up yoor companionsto aid yon."
Haying this Engene hastened below, where he

fonnd the other boatmen sleeping so sonndly aa to
require considerable effort on his part to wake them.
At last. eettinff them fair!* n» *»<< lu» infnonMl
them, almost in a whisper. for be did not care to
distnrb the othem. that a heavy fog had -uddenly
a ripen, and be wished tbeir presence on deck immediately.
"A fog. Cap n?" exclaimed one. in a tone which

indicated that be comprehended the peril with the
word.
"Hnph,,, retnrned Fngene. "there ia no necessityfor waking the other*, and having a scene. Up! and

follow me. without a word!"
lie glided back to the deck, and was almost immediate!)joined by the boatmen, to whom be brieflymade known his hopes and fear*.
They thought, like their companion, that the boat

would be safest if made fast to an overhanging limb
ol the Kentucky shore; but frankly admitted that
tiiis could not now he done without difficulty and
danger, and tbat there waa a possibility of keepingthe cutrent.
"Then make that possibility a certainitv. and It

shall be the best nigWs work you ever performed!'
rejoined Kugene. in a quick, excited tone.
"We'll do the best we can. Cap'nr" was the response;"but no man can be *artin of the current of

this here crooked stream in a foggy night"
For the next hall km there was scarcely a word

spoken. the men pntting over tbeir long *weeps or
oat*, and trying, as Dick Winter expressed it, to feel
the current and Knircne narinir alomlilv In nn«l fm I
along the deck,and atriving In vain to pierce the
miaty gloom, which had gradnally deej>rned, till not
a thing could be perceived alnivp, below, or around.

At length, stopping suddenly, be aaid:..
"What aurceaa. men' what anceeaa?''
"All rtyht. reckon, Oap'n- leaatwaya aa far aa we

can see V replied one to the right, with a light laugh
at hia own joke. "Thar'a no bottom round on thia
here aide, and that a one good aign. How la't with
jon, Tom ?"
"Haint teched nary once, Hcth," replied hie companionto the left.
"C heerily, men-tie vigilant leave nothing nndonc.and wc ahull carry her aafely through, I do

tieliere!" rejoined Kugcne, In a lighter and more animutedtone.
Another half honr paaaed away, when nearly the

enme '(treatlone were asked and anawcra given.
"Itravo I" aaid Kugerie, with increaaea bunjrancy

of apirita; "if we can curry her aafely for an hour,
we may for two; and if for two. why not for ten r

and (tea t».un Unit will give ua back our glortona aim 1
He vigilant, be active leave nothing undone and
whcii we reach onr deatlnatkwi. you ahall have canse

to remember thia night witli pleaaure, gloomy uh it
looks now I"

v. ay. Pap'n !" waa the cheerfnl reaponae.
Another long alienee followed.the voyagera alowlydrifting down through a miaty darkness impene-

truide to the eye when auddenly our young commander.who waa "landing near the bow, felt the ex- I
tended branch of an overhanging limb slightlv bnnh '

hia lace. He etarted with an exclamation ot alarm *
t
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and at the some moment the boatman on the rigcalled out:
"Quick, here, boya! we're agin the shore, as su

as death!"
Then followed a scene of hurried and auxin

confusion, the voices of the three boatmen mingliitogether in loud, quick, excited tones.
"Push off the bow!" cried one.
"Quick! altogether, now! over with her!" shoi

ed another.
"The de'il's in it! she's running aground here \

a muddy bottom!" almost yelled a third.
Meantime the laden boat was brushing aloi

against projecting bushes and overreaching limi
and every moment getting more and more entanglewhile the long poles and sweeps of the boatmen,they attempted to push her off, were often plang<without touching bottom, into what appeared to t
a soft, clayey mud, from which they were only e
tricaied by snch an outlay of strength aa tended st
more to draw the clumsy craft upon the bank th
wished to avoid. At length, scarcely more than
minute from the first alarm, there was a kind of »
t!ing together, as it were, and the boat immediate
became fast and immovable.
The fact was announced by Dick Winter, in 1

characteristic manner, who added, with an oatthat it was just what he expected. For a mome
or two a dead silence followed, as if each compibended that the matter was one to be viewed in
very serious light.
"Why do you panse, men?" almost shouted F

gene. "For God's sake, set to work at once, and g
her off! Every moment we remain here is as mu
as our lives are worth!"

"It'B powerful easy to say 'git her off,' Cap'n," a
swered T>ick, "but I d jest like to see ary ten m
that conid do it, in a night like this."
"ADd I'd jest like to see anything!" pnt in the o

called Beth, who was ever ready with his joke, 1
surrounding circumstances be wbat they might.
"But you will make an effort?" said Eugei

"You surely do not think of sitting quiotly do\
here, and waiting for daylight, with perhaps t
savages in close proximity'*'"No, we'll try, Cap'n; well do our best,ef it doi
come to nothing!" was the response."And where are we, do you think?" inquired F
gene, fairly trembling with excitement.not
much through fear on his own account aa becan
of the danger which perhaps menaced the f.
Blanche.

"It seems like we are stuck in the mod," rephthe voice of Beth.
"Quit your jesting, Harper, and attend to yoduty!" rejoined Eugene, in a stern, angry tone.
"I warn't jesting then, Cap'n, replied the hot

man, doggedly: "I war jest stating a right sim
fact; and ef anybody knows what eise we is, I'd li
'em to speak out ana 'lighten a feller!"
"1 think we're agin the north bank of the Ohic

observ ed Tom.
"That's amazing cl'ar wisdom o' yonrn, Harris

rejoined Harper, with an oath: "thundering cl't
that is!"

' As cl'ar as youm, anyhow!" retorted Tom.
"And mine war cl'ar as mud," returned tl

other. "Wewargwine down this here river, ai
stuck agin the right bank, and you think it's t.
Ohio side. Why. whar else mought we be?"
"Agin u island, for all you know," growled Tom.
"In Heaven's name!" exclaimed Eugene, e

citedly, "« ase this jesting and wrangling, and e
deavor to get the boat off before it is too late!
employed you for true, earnest, faithful men, and
find you neglecting vonr duty in the first morneu
of our greatest peril.'"Cap'n Fairfax," returned Beth Harper, "th
arn't so. I'm one o' them as thinks as how a in.

may as well laugh as cry over what he can't help
hut I'll do my duty with any man as ever walke
You tell us to git the boat off o'a muddy bottoi
where sbe's stuck like a turkle in his shell.ai

_it so dark, too, that we can't see afore nor ahind. at

nothing knowed about the lay o' the land and riv
.and spect us to do it as easy as we'd snap po
corn from our thumbs. That's not reasonous, ai
goes agin natur'; but wbatsomever can be dot
we'll do. Come, boys, let's try for a look e' tl
land."
Saving this, the speaker went below, brought 11

a light, and held it over the side of the boat, but i i
reflection was so circumscribed by the dense vapasto render it of no avail.

"I'll set over tbe bow, and try to rit the lay
the land with my feet," amid Tom, and forthwith 1 *

Bet about tbe not very pleasant undertaking.
At thin moment Eugene beard his name pr

nonnced by a voice that seldom failed to excite »

peculiar emotion in bis breast, and now sent ;
strange thrill through every nerve; and hastonirt
below, be fouud Hlancbegfully disused, with n ligl
in her hand, standing just outside of her cabin, iJ
he regular passage which led lengthwise througfbe centre of the boat.
"I have heard something, Eugene," she aai<»

'enough to know that we nave met with an acc jdent, but not sufficient to fully comprehend its 1,
tare" *

"Unfortunately, abont an hodk- and a half ago
replied Eugene, "we suddenly became involved in ^deu-e fog, and in spite of our every nrccaution an.
caie we have run aground; it may be against tl
Ohio shore it may be against uu island; it is k
daik we cannot toll. Hut tie not alarmed. Mi-,Hlanche,'' he hurriedly added; "1 trust we shall soo
be afloat again, though, in any event, the darkne-i
ia sufficient to conceal na from tbe savges. even wei!
they in the vicinity "

"1 know little of Indians," returned Blanche; "bi
1 lia\e always undi TNtissl that tiny arc -ms-wh.
remarkable for their acnteneas of hearing; and J
mch is the esse, there would be no necessity of the:
being very near to be made acqnainted with on*
locality, judging from the loud voicea I heard a fe'»
minutes ago." ("I fear we have been rather imprudent," aai
Eugene, in a deprecating tone; but in tbe exciu
ment-."

Ilia words were suddenly rot short by several km|voices of alarm from without, followed by a quic
and heavy trampling across the deck; and the nex*
moment Neth Harper and Dick Winter burst int'
the passage, the former exclaiming:. J"We've run plum into a red nigger's nest, Csp'
and Tom Hams ar' already butchered and *cj'
And even as be spoke, as if in confirmation o: .

dreadful intelligence, there arose a scriea of wiUr
piercing, demoniacal yells, followed by a dead an
omfnnun eilence. '
The above in the commencement of Emer«>n Iter*

nett'n great *tory, which in now beinn publicbed in
the New York ledger. We gtve thin an n munnle
but it in only the beginning of thin mont interentin-*
fanrinaling »r»! Uautifnl tale the balance. <>r o y
tin nation of it. can onl* ba found in the New Yorl
I/ dper. the great family |*per. for which the m<*v
popular writer* In the country contribute, andwbicl
can be found at all the ntoren throughout the cit,
and country, where paper* are aold. Remember ana
ank for the New YorF I-edge* of May 21. and in i.
you will get the continuation of theatory from when
it leave* off here. If yon cannot get a copy fron
any new* office, the publinher of the Ledger wil
mail yon a copy on the receipt of Are cent*.
Tbe ledger in mailed to nubarribern at $2 a year*

or two copien for $3. Addreaa your letter* to Ruber*
Runner. publinher, 44 Ann ntreet, New York. It i*
the handat>me*t and tient family paper in the roun
try, elegantly illuntrated, and characterized by
high moral tone. a
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