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THE PARAGUAY EXPEDITION.

The Departure of the Steam
Vessels of War.

THE RENDEZVOUS AT BUENOS AYRES

Origin of the Difficulties and on What Ttrmx
Tbey are to be Settled.

Sketches of («mgMd«re 8hokrkk, Cos
Bander Page ami Judge BowMn,

JUj., Ac., Ac.

Two war steamocs.the Atlanta and the Caledonia.left
this pert on TburBday krt for tin; purpose of toining the
.quad run that ia rendezvousing at Buenoe Ayres, and that
Je deetmed to act against Paraguay. They will flret land
6m. Paez and the Venezuelan Comm seionerp, who are

now on board as guests of the nation, at Laguayra, and
ifcea they will make the beet of their way to Buenoe Ay res.

When tbey arrive there they will probably tied the squa¬
dron in full force. The only v<«scls of the squadron that
tfcey have left behind them are the Metacomet and the
M. W. Chapin (and these were to have sailed from
Philadelphia yesterday), the Memphis, that went into
commiasioQ yesterday at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and
that will be ready 10 nail in about a week bonce, and the
¦teeners Canada and America that are now at Green
point, Williamsburg, undergoing repairs and alterations.
These last will also be fitted out for sea with all des|»Uh,
and sent to join the rendezvous at Buenos Ay res.

There will be then collected iu that harbor the largest
squadron that haw ever floated under the American
lag, if we except that which was stationed in the Gulf of
Mexico during our war with that republic. It will consist
.f the following vessels

<>ficer$ Mer%. OuM.
Frigate Sabine........ ib too 60

" 81. Lawrence.... 40 600 60
fltoopof war Falmouth 20 2A0 20

" Preble 80 160 16
Brlg-of war Perry 10 . «o 6

" Bainbridge 10 100 10
" Dolphin.. 10 80 0

Steamer of war Pulton 12 100 6
Water Witch.., 10 140 4

Steamer Harriet lane 10 HO 2
" M.mptois 10 66 U
" Atlanta 10 «0 2
" Ckledonia 10 AO 2
4< Wewternport... 10 60 2
'» Southern Star 10 60 2
" M<'tacomet t 30 1
** M. W. Chapiu 6 30 1
14 America 10 60 2
" Canada 10 60 2

Storetbip Supply... 16 60 1
" Keleaee 1& M 1

Total 317 2.W0 ~187
TI1K FKIOATI HAB1HE.

The Sabine, which is the tlag ship of the squadron, is
sue of the new frigates built by order of Congress, but
which lay so lonK uniaunched at the Navy Yard in Brook¬
lyn. She was launched in 1866, and has only gone into
commission quite recently. She sailed from New York at
noon of the 16th of October last, bearing the pennant of
Oommodcre Shubrick, and having on board the Hon.
James B. Bowl in, United states Commissioner to i'ari
gusjr,and Mr. Samuel Ward, his Secretary of Legat on.
After experiencing a terrible gale she put into Bermuda
for repairs, and sailed thence on the Vth ult. for Buenos
Ay res. Subjoined s a list of her officers :.

Flag offl«*r.Wm. B Sliubriek, commanding Brazil
squadron and Paraguay eipcdition.
Captain.Henry A. Admus, commanding Sabine.
Captain of the Fleet.Commander Tb«« JetVrson Page.
Commander.l'ercival Pray u>n, ordnance officer.
Lieutenants.M. Woodlmll. e*»'cutiv« effioer; Charles S.

MtDonoutth, i;eorg«* 1*. Welsh, Wm. H. Murdaufh ((Uf),
Wm. Gibson, K. F B. Lewis, L. 11. Newman, W. P. Mc-
Cann.

Fleet Surgi»on.Jtmrs M. Greene
Purser.J<>bn F. HUeto.
t spurn ot Marines. Kobert Tnrull
First Ijeutenantof Marines.Cha«. A. Henderson.
Second lieutenant of Marinrs.Tho«. S. Wilson.
1'sHtd Assistant durgoen.JamcK F. Harrwoo.
Assistant Surgeon.J. C. Bcrtolctte.
Chaplain.K« v. John Clarke.
CouiDioderr'r Secretary.Th«*. Jeff- rson P*e, Jr.
Captain's Clerks.1» M. Gci'tsborough, Jr. , John Page.
Parser 'sClerk.John M Falk.
Boats*sm.Paul Atkiuaou.
ttunoer.James M Cooke*
t*rp*ot*r.Wm. D. Jenkins.
Kailmaker.John Joinee.
Master s MaUn.Valentine H Voorlnws, flamel Duns

more, Charles W. Lawrence, John C. Rubinson, Win. G.
Borne. James K. Towers.
The rr>>w consists of 420 men and 106 marines.

THK ntlOATI ST. LAWRRNCE.
The St Ia«reoc« is now the lUg ship of the Brai l

squadron, of which Commodore French Forrest has the
command m chief. She was butlt at Norfolk, Vfc., tn

1M7 Tbe following * a list of Ur officers .

Flag 0«crr.French Forrest.
Ciftsis 1. B Hull.
Ijsetessnts- l» L'. Mnrphy . J. B. Parker, H. C. Blake.

WUhMt P. Uuckner, J. G. Walker, W. H Lwaa, E. £

FVet Surgeoo- S Barnngton.
Assistant Burgeon.«*orge Pw s.
st S«>rg*oo.r. L. Gait.

Purser - C. W Abbot.
Chaplain.M R Tblbot,
Major of Marnas J 1J Reynolds.
Besend Lieutenant Mar.nes. K W. Stark.
Midsbtpsnae. K L Vbytfcian, H R W»i we, W

ft fQiryorfe.
Bsalswim.Wan Smith
Sustr-AM tXirtas
Cbrpester.W. F Isighton.
Hsilwsker.George Thomas

¦uwr-orvu palmoctb.
J%t mocp of war taiaiouth *u built at Boston is 1831,

aad Iim been for a tuabrr of years la coauaiaaioa. She
katanga to tbe BriHi rquadroo Tba following la . list of
bar vOrera:.

W. Polio*, & H

wgto*
0ecou<l l»«l«naal Mariaeo.C A. H«M».
Boatawala-K. E fcU
(¦uurr F. A. Cunmugham
CkrpraM-r.John
Bai'jmaker.John W«J»wu*U».

*u>or-op-war pkeblb.
The atoop of war Preble wu built in itxiamoutk, N. D

t
la MOT »ba waa at Cherbourg at the tuM of tbe tmpc
rial fit** «i*»a in boaor of the openin* of tbe great Napo
looa doefca of that araraal. Hbo aat lad from Norfolk, Va.,
.ar Bueaoe Ayr*#, oa U>« ltth of November, only carry
lag eight gone mounted.fkmr 83 a and fonrlB'e.aoaa
la allow bar to croon tba bar at tba Parana rlw, Tha
reat of bar armament.ia ail atrtaee gun*.waa to bo
aaat oat ia tbe atorrabip. Hor oflkoertare .
Commander.Thoraten A. Jookiae

nanut.A Rryaoa, Robert D. Minor, R. ManJolpb
I'aoaeU AM#tant Nurseon. J. T. Taylor.
Paraer.Wm W J. Keliey
Se« ond I-H 'itenaiit Mannoe.U I. lagratiam
Arliiw Rnsleaaia.H P. tiraoe.
Actum Baaaar.Joseph (hrifl.
Carpenter.J. C. M>cr*.
StoUaaker. It. C. Braytoa.

TIIK BRIO P1RRT.

tbe brig of war Perry aailed Par tho coaat of Braall oo

tba lAtb of February laat, and i* now cruming tbore. I iko
the fit. Uwrcnoe, aha waa built at Norfolk, Va., la 1*4.1,
.ad waa bud op there for Uio laat four yoara. The follow
lag * a IM of her ofllo-ra .

lieutenant Commanding.R. I- Ttlghman
lieutenants.W. T. TruxVwi, J. J. Cornwall, K. C.

Crafuw.
Faaeod Aaato'tant Surgeon.J W. B Greenbow.
M;<!»h.pmen.T K. Porter, W N. Allen

THR BRIO JUINkKtnoB.
The Haiabridge aailod from Norfolk f<* tha coast of

Aft** on tbe 17th af May laat, erniaed about on that < »aa
for romf mootha, and onled from Porto Praya for Moots
rtdeo oa the nth October. Hho waa built ia Doeton to
IU1 Her offerrr are

Lieutenant Commanding.T. B. Renahaw.
Ijcutenaots.<J A. fltareos,& 8 ilaaaet and Wm. P. A

Campbell.
Acting Master.A. Hopkins
Paaeed Aasiatant !*irgeoa~K. Wyahatn.

ma Rata t»ot,r*nrw.
The Dolphin tailed from Boavm for tb« Gulf of Mettonon

the Tth Jtine laat, aad there fell in with aad captured tbe
ukrrer Kr.ho, witb a cargo of Afrcana oo board. She car

rted her prlae to Key Weal , and «aikvt thennc for Boston
an the 34th of Anguat. ?he ana there pat la cnmmxwna
for Paraguay, and salad toJoin tha aq'iadron on tbe llMh

Sf October Khs wah built io New York i» 1*38. Hor
«lll< »r« are .

Corn munder.Charles Steedman.
Ljetiteosnis L. I'auidmtr, John V. MoCuIlooi, ClurlM

Flunw r, E. I'. Willi*inn.
Assistant Surgeon.A. L. <iihon.

WAR KTRAMKK rUtTON.
The Fulton is a side-wheel ateamor of five guns, and In

rated tus of tbe third cIusb of thai kind sf vesxel Sb«
was built in New York in 1897, and was pot in repair in

Washington in 1867. She curritu one 11 loch shell gnn,
on a pUut, and four nlno-lnch guns broadside. Rh« oleo
carries two boat bowit&erB. She tailed from Norfolk on

the 6th of October last. Her officers aro .
Lieutenant Commanding.John J. Almy.
Lieutenant*.MII«h K. Warringtcu, J. B. Stewart, itobt.

Sc en, II. C. Campbell.
3*ur«cr.K. H. Clark.
Posted A>*iHtaut Su/goon. H. O. Hiiro.
First Annuitant Engineer.Haiuian Newell.
Second Assistant i'jiginecr.J. A. Crier.
®»rd Assistant Engineers.W. P. Burrow, J. P. HoqB-

ton, J. Dt> Krafl.
WAK 8TKVMKR WATBR WITCH.

The Water Witch belongs to the samo clam of side-
wheel steamerB as the Fulton, but is only registered for
two guns. She only curries one nine-inch gun oo a pivot
and three boat howitzers. She was built at Washington
in 1845. It is in connection with her that the principal
difficulty with Paraguay has arisen, as she was tho sur¬

veying vowel that wau fired into from Fort Itapcru. Her
officer* are .

Lieutenant Commanding.Robert B. Pegram.
Lieutenants.A. Barbot, D. A. Forrest, E. T. Spedden,

F. H. Bak«r.
Paused Ax&iutant Surgeon.Charles F. Fahe.
First Assistant Engineer.W. C. Wbueler.
Second Assistant Engineer.R. N. McClery.
Third Assistant Engineers.R. B. H. Wharton , B. E.

Chaesain, C. A. Chipley.
STEAMER HARRIOT LANS.

The Harriet Lane Is a United States revenue cutter.Side-
wheel cteamer.that was built by order of last Congress
for tbe use of this port. She carries one large nhell gun,
and it) officered from tho revenue corps. Her officers
are:.

( aptain.John Faunce.
lieutenant*.a. P Suuford, D. C. Confutable, J. W. Wil¬

son Pustirod W. Frobel.
Surgeon.Angelo Tons!.
Purser's Clerk, In harg.>.Edward WilUrd.
Captain « Clerk.Vincent P. Travers.
Chief Engineer.J. R. Dryburgh.
Assistants.Waiver Scott, Charles G. Dale, J. T. W' betcr,

A nail Meeker, Robert A. Habersham.
Orceriy Sergeant.(ieorge W. Robbing.
Acting Boatswain.Joseph Lockman.
Ai t.nc tiunner.Thomas Cole.
t ari enter's Mate.Isaac Main.

8TKAMKR MKMPH18.
The Memphis is a propeller that has been chartered for

the expedition. She carries two guns of large size. She
was built in Philadelphia, of oak, in 1853, and was

thoroughly overhauled in 1867. 8ho draws eleven feet of
water, and las a direct acting engine of 260 horso
power, with one cylinder of forty inches and forty two
inch stroke. She went into commission at tbe Brooklyn
Navy Yard at one o'clock yesterday afternoon, and will be
despatched in the course of a week. Her officers are:.
Commander.John B. Marchand.
Lieutenants.Char leu W. Hayes, Jot. B. Smith, Austin

Pendergrast, Oscar F. Stanton.
Purser.C. C. Jackson
AssintMiit Surgeon. E. R. Denby
Captain s Clerk.Kdw;ird A. ll'rnie.
Purser's Clerk.W L Bennett.
Engineer.Win. Robert*.
Assistant hngineors.J. McBwell, Thomas J. Crcmn,

George H. Riley.
STXAMO ATLAKTA.

The steam propeller Atlanta was also built in Phila4el-
phia iu 1863. She is of 495 tons burthen, and has a direct
acting engine of 250 borae lower, with a 40 inch cylinder,
and 42 web stroke. She had a new engine and boiler put
in last year, and was recaulked and facte lira] throughout.
She draws 11 lett of water, and carries two guns of large
calibre. She sailed from thifc port in company with the
Caledonia jesterJay. Her officers arc .
Commander.Daniel B. Ridgely.
Lieuten.ints.John Itowncs, (ieorge H. Blen, J. R. Ec

gleeton, H. M. oarland.
Passed A*' Mart Surgeon.J. M. Browne.
Second Assistant bftwr.Thoi. J. Jones.
Third A-*i<taiit Engineers.W. 8. TbomuMu, E. B.

Latch, W. H. Cladlng.
PTKAMBR CALEDONIA.

The Caledonia Is a consort of the Atlanta, and was
also built in Philadelphia in 1863. She la a screw pro¬
peller, schooner rigged, of 436 tons burthen, and has a

vertical engine with a cylinder of thirty inches in diame¬
ter. She carries two guns. Hor officers are .

Commander. Vigustua L Case.
Ijeutenantc.Wm. A. Webb, N. H Vaiwaodt, Henry

WilMtn, Mward P. WrtVea.
Pa*»e<i *M,iui,i Surgeon.Washington Sherman
Se "nd Assistant Engineer.J. ? Albert.
Third Assistant Engineers.<». F. KuU, Z. K Rind, F. J.

Lovenng.
ATKAMKK W KMTItKN PORT.

Th" lU'an propeller Wisternport is alvi Philadelphia
bci:t. and is of the same burthen and draught as the Cale¬
donia.the four last mentioned propellers having be¬
longed to Cromwell s line of steamers. The W estereport
sa led from this harbor on the 1st of Deoember, liavmg
the following officers .
Commander.Thomas J ffunter.
Lieutenant*.J. 8. Pbe.lpM, J. Young, A. F. B»nbam and

Charles H. Cushman.
Purser.(ante* K Ha rwood
Seroad Asustaat Hirneer.M. P. Jordan.
Third Assistant Engineer* <>corgc J. Barry, M. O.

Plunkett and Wilson K. furse.
The Westernport carries two large bibs- nek guns,

twelvt officen , sixty sailors and twelve marions.
HTCAMKR SOtTRSR)) STAR.

The Southern SUr is a «team propeller of 644 tons bur
then, draw.ng ten feet of water She has two decks, s
d.rsct aet.ng engine, with tws cylinder* of 33 «ches and
an meh rtrniee. she was built this year in M'irphysboro',
ef oas She sailed from NorfMk 'b» first week of Novem¬
ber, esrry lag two 11-Inch guns and one bowitaer. Her
officers are .

I'. tnman ter. t M I'ennoe*
lieutenant and Executive officer.Jobti Wilkersoo.

1 jewtesssts Issst A. R««belle, Bayard E Hau<l, Jas
A Drew.

Assistant Hurfeos.«John Vanaant.
< aptam s* i»r*.John C. R-mers.
PurHer's Clerk.Chss. N. Frost.
tagmeer*.^r«t Ass .slant sad Artisg Chief, Alexander

Bsnderfc-.n Ttnrd, lAndea <kotpb«II, Robert A. Copeland,
*m«am** xrrAcoarr.

TV «Wcn»r Metacomei I* getting ready fbr m at
Nnmcola. The MHaroniet waa battl 1b New York to

ISM, and ia 3»5 ton* burthen. She m a *ide whirl
rteamer, and baa a vertical engine with one cylinder
thirty all lacbea to diameter and ten feet atroke. The
hull ta built of oak and cheataut and fatten*) with
copper and iron. She la arhoooer r gge.1, and her draught
ia Ave feet. She carnee one gnn Her officer* are .

I-ieuUnant Comman-ling.Wm. H. Maeomli.
1 jfuienanta..lame* II. Miw>re, JTairU*, tirecLleaf

Cilley.
ffTKAMKR M. W. CHAriW.

The rteam.-r M. W CTiap'.n waa built to Philadelphia
In IMA, and * 230 ton* burthen. 8he ha* * vertical en-

Kin*. with one twenty four inrb ryl.ndor and two feet
atroke. The hull I* hailt of oak , and I* fattened with iron

an I copper. She Um one derk, and draw* at* feet of
water. She carrie* one nine-Inch gun
The following are the name* of her officer* .
lieutenant OhMBandlng.William Ronekindorff.
lieutcnair.*.Jamea K. .foueti, John Walter*, J. W. Dun-

nington.
A< ling Master.A T Crwwman.
ftvotid AeeieUnt Engineer.Ten Eyek Rile*.
Third Aaeiatant Engineer*.tleorge I). lining, K. L. Dick

*TR*MKK* AMKR1CA AMD CAK4DA.
The atnamera America and Canada, that are now under¬

doing repair* at ttreenpnint, were bnltl la 1*64 for U>*
Great Weetern Railroad of Canada, and were need for th
navigation of lake Ontario. When the Ureal Trunk Rail
road of Canada went into operation the** boat* were no

longer needed, and were aold to V. I*. Stewart, of Detrott,
their present owner. They bare been cliartared by the
government at 94,000 a month , and are to be uned fo
carrying artillery and rtoree, hot not troop*, to Paraguay.
Their model I* like that of the Sound boat* They are

300 feet length of deck, M feet beam, 1ft feet hold, wti
carry 1 .M0 ton*, and accommodate ftOO paeaengera. TTtotr
draught la from nine to ten feet. The oflloors that have
been told off for the America are:-.

Commander..Joeeph T tJreen.
lieutenant*.Cuyler. Relknap, M. P Jon<-«. Adam* and

Greer.
engineer*.IV l ure, Snyder, Whitaker, llevtln and

Brown
lieutenant of Marine*.f) If fiohen.

tbk »tct*k *nrr«.
The following are the officer* of the two *We ahtps of

the eipedition .
*m** «*ir arm r.

I>ev'e*aet Cewrawl ng. Tahiti* ^t*n>y.

LksulenanU.A. Read. John Kell, J. D Blake. J. H.
Gillis.

Purner.George W Qurke.
raffed AMtstunt Hnrgeon. P. J. Itorw
Armament, four gune.

MOMS Wn»- KKt&iS*.
lieutenant Commanding.William a Parker.
LituUiianl*. T. 8. Fillebrowu, J G lU»i *ei).
MWIchipman.G. R. Perkins.
Armament, one gun.

TUB PBBSONNKL OP" TtlE KLKKT.
In the foregoing linUs we have given the namusuf ail Uw

officers commanding and attached to tbo dmercut vettsels
compwmj! the squadron. It wax at first debuted whether
the command of lie expedition should not bo committed to
Commander Page, who has already had bo much to do with
President l.opez; but it wag deemed advisable not to do
bo, inasmuch a« It might (». objectod that Oommonder Pago
bad a personal pique to gratify. And bo tho command
w.. j given to tbo senior captain on tho list of the navy,
who is Wm. Brnndford Hhubrtck, Commander Pago serv-

ng on board the ilagsbip.tho frigate Habine.as captain
of the fleet.

COKMODOKE HHl'BIUi K.
Of the sixty-four names that stand In the American

Navy Register under the head of "Captains," the
highest grado in our navy, that of Wm. Brandfbrd
Shubrtek stands 8r*t in the Int. Bo is therefore
( <e senior captain in our navy. Captain Bhu-
brick in a native and a citisen of the 5ut<- of South
Carolina. Bo lias spent over ha!f a century in the ser¬

vice of his country, having entero I the navy on thu 20th
of June, 1MW. Its prcwont commission dates from the
21st of February, 1831. Since this last date be hart spent
only five years and one month at sea. His total sea Her-
vice up to 1867 was seventeen years and ten month' aod
hi* service on shore or other duty l* set down as twen ty
six years and one month. From the tim > he eator»d t(i<-
service he was but six years and seven mouths unem¬

ployed. Be was chairman of the Lightm >u *Iiiurd, au<l
was also tbe chairman of the Naval Retiring^Roaril or fit'
teen, in which position he could not fa 1 to have {earned
for himself much unpopularity among uaval <>(11 ms. He
was tbe second eldest of four brother*, al! of » born
served with distinction in the navy; and his father wm v

distinguished officer of the Revolution , and served as aid-
de-camp to General Greene at Ui bat1 le of Kuuw Hpi'iug*.
With sucb connection* and antece teat*, it n»«?l not !>.
feared that tho flag of the United States will suffer ftom
being committed to tbe charge of Commodore Sbubriclc.

COMMANPEH THOMAH JKFFEKHON FAGB.
We published some weeks ago a biographic notice Of

Commander Thomas Jefferson Page, the captain >i theii' et.
Be, like Commodore Shubrick, is a Southerner.a n:.tive
of Virginia.-and oeseendod from Sir J >hn Pa)?", of Mid-
dieses, in England, who obtained <> gruu' o£Jands in Ki-t-
ern Virginia, and established himself in 1666 .p»n tbe
York river, in what is now Gloucester county. H« h. s
been over thirty years in the service, having entered as

midshi]>man the 1st of October, 1827. His commission as

commander dotes from the 14th of September. 1865. He
has boen much of his time engaged iu surveying and other
scientific pursuits, but still be has seen some li^htinp.
He was engaged in the West Indies agiinst tho p at. s
who infested those waters, and also in cutting out '.he
Buenos A} rean privateer Federal in the hai >>r of tit.
Bartholomew.

OTHER OFFICER9.
The officers of tho expedition are all tried men, and

though generally too young to havo participate' I in the
last war, have been active and zealous in their various po¬
sitions Commander Pennock, if we mIntake not, has boen
under fire in China, and distu gu tbed hmueli iu the tint
cablo expedition under Capt. Hudson.

TDK COMM1 8HIOKKK TO PARAGUAT.
Tho Hon. James B. Bowlin, o Mi-souri, went out in the

Hablne m ('ailed State* Commissioner, author>Md to treat,
and, if possible, settle the pending difficulties with Para¬
guay, This is not Mr. Bowlin 'a first diplomatic employ-
meat, for be was appointed by President Piorce, kn 1HM,
United Slates Miuieter to New Granada, aud was aubao-
<iuently associated With Mr. J. E. Morse, of Loulsiuna, In a
inlMiuii to obtain Indemnity from Now Granada for tbo
losses sustained by American citizons In tbo famous Tana
ma riots. In this latter m.sslon. however, ho «u no
successful. Mr. Bowlin is a lawyer by profession, an I
had a scat on the bench in Missouri. To understand th
difficulties of bis pretest mission, It is necossary to ro
count thi* origin of Urn disagrecmcuta betweon Uiu Unite I
States and Paraguay.

THIS PRKSIDKNT's MKMHAftR OK rARAQtTAV.
It was in tho Prcaidcat's annual melange to Cotigresa,

sent in at tbo commencement of last seaaion, that atten¬
tion was called to our relations with Paraguay . Tbo sub¬
ject was presented in the following paragraph*:.

1 regret to inform you that tho Proselent of I'ttrnguay
has refused to ratify tho tre-ity between tho United Suu t

and that State as amended by the Senate, the pipiature of
whi< b was mentioned n the m»ssage of my prodecessur
tnt'ongresa it tho opening of its mmh oo ;n linoembcr,
IMS. lbe reasons aligned lor this refusal will api«.ar
in the corrcsjmndenoe herewith submitted.

It being desirable to arrrriam tlie fitness of tho fiver Ia
Plata and its tributaries for navigation by steam, the
I'mted states stexmer Water Witch was sent thither for
that purpose in 1853. Thir enterprise was successfully
earned on until February, 1IW, whec whilst in the peiuv
ful prosecution of her voyage up the Parana river, the
steamer was tired upon bv a Paraguayan fort. Tbo Ore
was returned, but as the Water Witch waa of small turns,
and not designed (or oficosivc operations, she retired from
the conflict. Tho pretext upon which the attack was
ma le was a decree of thn President >X Paraguay of Octo¬
ber, 1KM, prohibiting foreign vessels of war from navi¬
gating the rivera of that state. As Paraguay, however,
was the owner of hut one bank of tho river of that name,
the other belonging to (Jorrientes, a Mate of the Argentine
Confederation, the right of its government to evpeet
that such a decree would be obeyed cannot be ac¬
knowledged. lint tne Water Witch waa not, properly
speaking. a vessel of war. .whe waa a small «t-*m«r, en-
Caged in a ncient.fle, nntorpr.fr intended tor the advantage
of commercial States generally. Under these eirc.um
stances, I am constrained to -or.sider the attack upon her
as unjustifiable, and as calling tor sat "taction from the
Paraguayan government
Citirens or (h* t'nited States, also, who w«r* estsbl .sh'-d

In imsine** n Paraguay, have had their property eei**d
and taken from them, and have n4herw«e h*en treated
by the authorities in an insulting and arbitrary inantN-r,
which require* redrr«s
A demand for tin purpose# will in. ma<!» in a firm but

conciliatory spirtt Thn w II the more probably be grant¬
ed If the executive shall hare authority to uxe other
means id tbe event ot a refusal. This m accordingly ro
commended.
There was but little d.'-cuss-on on the auhject lit r ther

branch of the national Congress In regard to other re
commendations of the President there was much diffe¬
rence of opinion and o-itch angry disputation, but iuve ,u

regard to this. Tbe following is the joint resolution under
the authority of which the expedition has been fitted out .

a saauvenon son ma ami "twstt ov wmn inw with rat
SKitnucor faraway.

Resolved. by the Senate and llmiu of Representatives
of tbe United Mates of America in Congress assembled.
Thai for the pur|x«e of adjusting the differences between
the Tailed Statc« and the republic of Paraguay, in oonnec
ti«n with the attack on the foiled Slata steamer Water
Witch, and wfth other matu-ra reft rrcd to in iho annual
message of the PreaMt nt, he be, and is hereby, author; red
to adopt such measures and use such force as in his Judg
ment, may be necessary and advisable, In the event of a
refusal of just satista- '.u.n by tbe guverumeut of Paraguay.
Approved Juiie 8, ISM

Tttg CARS OP TBI WATKH WITCH.
There M but tiUle actual discrepancy m the state of

facts on which our government and that of Paraguay reel
respectively. That the (Jailed Stales survey ug steamer
Water Witch was fired on by one o. the Paraguayan forts
(Itapiru), la not questioned. The only point at iasue a,
was the Paraguayan goveinmont justified ia endorsing that
hostile act? The American government bolda tbe negative

of that proposition on two grounds.first, that Paraguay
waa the owner of but one bank of the river of that name,
and consequently had ao right to prohibit, as she did by
a decree of Octobor, 1AM, foreign reaeela of war

trom navigating It; and, aeoond, that the Water
Witch was not, properly speaking, a vessel of war.
but waa engaged in a scientific, enterprise far the
advantage of commercial States generally. Presi¬
dent Uipea justifies tho art on the ground that tbe
channel through which the Water Witch waa p.isaiog was

not tbe rrgular channel of the river, which waa oinmon
both to Paraguay and Gorrientes, hut waa a small cot.ree

between an iK.and occupied by Paraguay for military pur¬
poses and tbe Paraguayan bank that vessels were ex

preaaly prohibited from paasing through tiat hann>»l;
that the Water Witch was hailed by the officer la com
maud of the fort, and ordered to return; that no heed
was paid to thta order; that then « blank discharge waa
tired from the fort, and no notice taken of It; that then a

.hotted gun was fired, but not aimed at her, to t>rng her

| to; and that she re*i<onded m round shot and canister,
until she got out of range. Thtia ataads tbo c«aa of fee
Wafer Witch

Uttl AVO THE NAVIGATION COWPANT.
The other ground of complaint against Paraguay

a not such a serioua one, nor is It perhaps
so well founded, tt arises cut of a more psr-

senul qu.ir rot betw*>n President U>pe» tui 1 the
United Slates CoiiMil to I'ur.igv.ay under Pr»-eRleut
Pierce. Thm gemlem&ii added to bis consular duties
the agency of an American roanufa.'turing an 1 navlga-
Uon «omp-iny, which had been established in Asuncion.
At first and the company wore on Ui« most friendly
terms. and all u>anner ol' privil«Jgen and facilities were

granted to the enterprise, including, it in said, a lotui of
$16 U00 by l/>pcz to the company, and which Wiie never
repaid. HubrfCfjuontly disagrecounts iir-me. The privilencs
and facilities originally accorded were withdrawn. Tho
Consul founl his (io«ltion tboro far from agreeable, and
tbo consequence wan that tbo euterpnso proved a failure.
It m charged apainrt I .ope/. that he violated and trampled
upon the rights of American citizens in his desire to in
jure the interests of this manufacturing and navigation
coni|iaiiy. <>o the other hand, it is alleged tliat the off'nee
came from tho other quarter that tho conduct of our

comnunial representative and hisfrionds in Asuncion wits

the reverse of creditablc, and that U>p<u's a< uon in re

spect to them was merely negative, and not a thing for
which he can be proporly held accountable. If ho could
have established a justification in the matter of the Water
Witch, or had made suitable apology and reparation, tie
would probably have had no trouble from our govern- j
mcnt in regard to the other matter; but as ho did not do
so, it was hut natural to have this cose tacked on to aug¬
ment our claim afamst Paraguay.

1 UK TREATY OK 18.S3.
As to the matter of the treaty , to which the President

refers in his message, the difficulty was one merely as to
the constitutional title under whi h this republic should
be known. A treaty between the United Stab-* and Para
guay was made and executed at the city of Asuncion on
the 4th of March, ISM. In tcis treaty I/ipcz objected to
the constitutional title of "the United States of America,"
holding that there were more States of America, and more
"united States'' of America than thine forming our own
republic., and, to meet 'Jus objection, the title wot altered
by the negotiator on our part, Mr Pendleton, go as to
make it read "the United States of North America.'' Tlii*
treaty was tali lied by Paraguay on the 12tli of March,
1868, and by the United Stab's Senate.tho title hu-. ;ng '.
been prope rly correc ted.on the 1st of June, 1 <*54. On no-
count of the delay, the time at which it was to have gone
into effect had to be extruded. It then had to go hack to
Paraguay for ratification as amended , but I/»pez held out,
and with a goo- 1 deal of assurance and ai ogano, refused
to rocognise the title under which thin government tus
existed from its formation.refused to communicate with
Capt. Page, who was then in command of the exploring
expedition in the River de U Plata, and to whom the treatv
had been forwarded, because biR letters were not written
in Spanish, and finally refuted to ratify the treaty under
any circumstances It was to this that the opening para
graph of Mr. Buchanan s message, n tho ext>act that we
have quoted, referred.

PLAN OF THE EXPKP1TION.
The plan of the government is, wo understand, after

the fleet hu made its rcndi'tvou* at Buenos \yros, to
Mod up Commlwionf r Bowlln to Asunc ion In oo« of the
small steamers, with demands on tho government of
Lopez for full and immediate saUnft>cUoo , tho rimi-ndor
of the squadron ascending the river ax far uts circum
stances will permit, and at a supporting distance. Should
he faU, the squadron will be pot in motiou, and all the
vessels drawing from 9 to 12 foot will push on to th. ir
work, and the remainder will lie at tho har at the mouth
of the Parana, and ma ntarn a vigorous biockado of the
Paraguay. This itself will be a ser "u* blow to Lopes, as
it appears, by the reports nudo to tho Secretary of State
by the late Consul, that, since tho attempt of thi American
company, steamers and trading vessels, dcing u v> ry con¬
siderable business, most of them tho property of Lopes,
are now multiplying on the river.

WHAT OUR tflNIBTFR IS TO PRiliND.
Tho instructions of Mr. Bowliu embrace fo-.r points.

Ho is to exact an ample apology for the out¬
rage perpetrated upon the Water W tch; he a to
procure II uil'v for the mAnufaHurng tnd ravi-
gatkm ooapaay, with whose interests Lopes >s charged
with Intermeddling ; ho Is to obtain tho ratifica¬
tion of the treaty of 1863, which 1/ip.v objected to on ac¬
count of the title of " the United States of America and,
finally, be is lo negotiate a treaty whereby tho navigation
of tho branches of the I a Plat* shall be free to American
veasvts. If topes should persist in refusing his assent to
all or any of these demands, Jul#o Bowlin :n to retire
from tho negotiation and commit the matter to tho ran. Is
of onr naval authorities. Then wo may iook for starring
and exciting news lopes is said lo have bocn making
preparations of a hostile haracter for s<>me t ine part,
nod it is represented that he is ready to meet us if wo re¬
sort to the arbitrament of war. In that contingency we
may have to increase our land and naval ex pernonary
force to a very considerable extent, ani before the afair
be term rated we may Dud ourselves complicated m ho*
tilit.<s with other Powers. Congress tad coed to .'cok at
the matter in time.

Lortz ahd urn oonrRwmtvT.
lopes is, In some rrwpe^te, a remarkable man. Ho was

originally elected to supreme power tn asso- «t><H> with
another person who constitutionally shared it with him, bat
he Soon got rid of him, and has continued to rule alone and
be chosen President from one term to another without in¬
terrupt*®. He hM managed, under th« forme of repre¬
sentative government, to combine all lie authority in hie
own person. Anxfcma to aoqnire wealth, he seised on all
the various branches of commerce which could forsi«h
him a profit , being In tect the chief merchant, the chief arri-
culturist, and the chief ownership of I'arafuay. His dis¬
criminating license charges, which foreigners n trade are

compelled to pay him, amount to a serous diminution of
their profits, and be has generally succeeded in breaking
up their eetnbLehmenle. A French oniony, which not
long Since was Invited to settle n Paraguay, was broken
op by hie exaction, and they had to appeal to the,r own

government for redrens, with what encloses we have
not learned. He sent hie oldest son to ftigland
some years since to purchasn a couple of steamers,
sow belonging to hie navy, and be owns some
merchant steamship* wliich ply on the river. He
bee also recently sent sixteen young Paraguayans to Eng¬
land to he educated. In hie fbr«*.gn policy be bea always
been d'^-mat cat and difficult, and often at war w th tho
Argentine republic and Braxil, in all but coming to blows.
At the last moment, and when the sword m about to fall
on him, be adroitly makes an explanation, and 1o1gss the
blow. From having been professedly a great adm rer of
the Americans be hea become the r meet -r'tertil detmotor.
He baa aald be once thought them angels, but be has
(bund them beasts What be will think of them after ho
baa felt their teeth remains to i*a lesroed. He attempt*
to live In state, residing generally lo the palaoe. while h>«
family have another residence of their own. ?ooh at lean
was his custom some years ago. Her. dee tn a splendid
American ooacb, botsta a silk Hag of Amcr can make, and
is saluted hy a small park of artillery, a present from
our government. He is at present (n h<H wat*r with
Bu»n<« Ayr.*, and the arrival of the American squadronthere will be a ploaeact * gbt to tho angry politicians of
that rtgion.

utkt or thk paraocay gxritnmo*.
Aa to the Paraguay expedition, we find that It has

awakened a good deal of attention a Furope, and c*u«ed
no small degree of alarm, not only in the country against
which It is directed, but a'so amongst the other republics
that are const ious of having fr»>m time to time merited
some surh notice on our pert. Wc are teld that President
lopes has made formidable preparations to give the
squadron n warm reception; has mounted new bitterlo
and forte along the Parana and Paraguay, and has detor
m ned to block up the road te hie capital by pla< ng ob
atructious in the channel of the river. By these m<*ns
Ik may sueoeed in procrastinating the epoch when he will
have lo oome to terms and make fitting apology and re tit¬
ration for his offences ; but he cannot hope »o slave off
that period indefinitely. We presume that the squadron
Which Is now m routr to his territories will prove amply
strong for the service required of It; if not, it can easily
be, and will be, strengthened lo the requisite point. «>ur
correspondence from Buenos Ayrcs, pub! idled In Thurs¬
day's Hbkalp, shows tbat in tbst port and province
the result of the expedition is looked forward to
with intense interest, while the very fsct of its
being sent on each a mission has added to the respect
psid te the rights of our citterns there and elsewhere.
The paper* received from Paraguay do not oootaio any
noti. ee in regard lo the defem <m which wre reported
some time since in the Owlish papers as being made
aralnst the approach of our vessels to Asuncion, the
capital of Paraguay, hut 'hey do express ths bo|>e th.it
no rash m. nsures will ho undertaken against them by the
United rttatss, and intimate that we Mpht have causq,
when too late, to reprnt .# aa unwir« policy n regard to
them

Kn ifing Political Contest In Virginia.
oi'R rrrnuwnta (va.) cohmhpommncBi

PirrtJiMirKO, Va., Dec. 1, 1H68.
lht Stmxnating Conwntion (treat Bxcitrm.nt~.('autu»

MtrUiiysuf tlu Isich- lilts ain( AtUi-lMt''AefUf4.',tfnimMi
of Hi^K i'urtiti <u W the I'rvpoiaU of th' ir R>*pr<1ii*
CandidaUt , 4fc. , rfr.
Not lorn ".tian one thousand delegates are now in this

city, preparatory to live meeting ot' the liubtnuloritl
Nominating Convent*)!! to morrow. Kvsry hotel and
boarding house ih to overflowing ami the difficulty
will be to "ltd a< ".ommooation for Urn hundreds of otfcers
who will arrive hero by tho, morning trains from I jrncti
burg, Kichnond and Norfolk.
Ndvr before at any convention, state or nation it, have

I witnessed each a degree of excitement an prevail* bere
on the subject of the nomination. The interest man ife (. '1
in the result would seem to bo an intenuis as though it u-

vo'.ved the fate of (fee nation itself; and the mutual hate
and bitterness evitiecd by the supporters and opponents of
I/itcher would seem to bavo no parallel in pajt party con

tests. This might well be expected, after the bitter war
fare which has been mutually waged for the pant three or
four mouths; and when the various dipcordant elements
meet together tomorrow wo may look for a culmination
of this party warfare, which will be an appropriate finale
to this little lend.
Caucusing has been the order of the night with both

parties the object of each being to command, if pons;
Me, the orgam/ut on of the Convention to-morrow I'pon
this quest toil a violent controversy will arise, for upon
this preliminary action a great deal will depend. The
temporary ehaii man who maybe chosen will have the
appointment of committees on organization, on rules,
credentials, Ao. , and theso points gained by either
party would givo them at the outset a prentice which
would dishearten many doubtful adherents of
the other fide, ndependeut of the natural advantages
which would result from them A controversy will also
arise on the rule to be adopt* 1 for the. nomination
whether the two-thirds or majority rule or majority of
the d«|eg*teH preM'iit or of the whole aggregate vote of
the State. The friends of I*U:her will contend for the
former, believing that the great body of the delegates fa¬
vorable t<> him are present
After these questions are derided, rind Letcher's name Is

presented, he will be assailed by a volley of inMotives
from the Wading speakers on the other side, such as was
le ver poun d upon the head of ait unfortunate candidate
before Of course, his endorsement of the Kull'uer aboli¬
tion address will form a prominent feature of the attack,
and mpply the most efficient material therefor nor will
his had faith to Hunter in 1862, in Inducing Wise to be¬
come a candidate for the l?uited States Senate against him,
be overlooked. In short, every error of his life will bo
paraded, with a nunutcmns and vehemence which cannot
fail to embitter still more the feeliugs of mutual hostility
which now exist between both parties.
Uoth sides seem equally confident ot success. Tho

friends of I«t< her boast confidently that he will waive
1 be nomination upon tho first ballot; but concede that if

the Opposition repulse the tirst great charge his success af¬
terwards is doubtful. His Opponents, with equal <mmiO
dcnce, predict hie defeat Bret and last, and say thai they
have reliable data which,tustily them in that prediction
Hoth parties have a j'reat array ot strength on the ground,
and it is OOncedsd that never before, in the history ol
I'arty conventions in Virginia, was there assembled so

large a body as the convention to morrow will prove to be.
The friends of Letcher repudiate indignantly any utea

of this contest being made a test of the relative strength
of Wise and Hunter in Virginia. Many of his strongest
adherents have o|*uly expressed a purpose of dropping
him, should sue h a text Is- made. Meanwhile, I can see
that the friends ol' Wise are anxious that such an issue
should be made, and I would not be surprised if they
would urge it upon any slight pretext. A mere inkling
or any such pur|>oRo from the other sldo will uiidoohusiu
cause them to proclaim the issue of this Contest such a
teft; and then comes the terrible conflict, nut. this will
not be done. ]>>tch> r's friends will not hazard Ins nomi
nation u|.on any such issues, for they seem sufficiently
confident in their strength,to secure it, without any >i i:n
lul extraneous aid.

TKLE'rKA phic.
TUB VIJU-JN.A J'KMOCKATH; CON V KNTlOJf. SECOND

DAY.

rillMM'M, Dec. 3, 186fl.
The Conveulton mot at ten o'clock this morn. ng. Tho

ball w.f more crowded even than it »aa >oBl< relay.
Mr. Harbour, of Oulpepper, nominated the Hon. John

I .etcher for Governor, when Timothy Rive*. of Prince
George immediately took the floor and befan to pour li t
*>hot upon L«tch«?r.

A great svnsution has been created. Mr. Pryor ia Liking
notes, and *111 reply to Rivets Urns aiU'.ruoou. It la thought
the vote will not t><; taken to-day.
ImI night, during tbe heated debate, Mr Jackswn, of

Wood, gave the lie to Mr. Seddon,of Sutlord It la ru¬
mored that tie i«rt»« have led the < ity for North Caro¬
lina, to tight a duel.

AFTERSOOS SKflrtlON.
Mr. Rive* concluded his remarks at four o'okfk, and

was succeeded by Mr. Pryor, who w uow making a power¬
ful speech in favor of Mr. I -etcher.
There in an immense crowd In the Convent.on and the

applause m frequent and tumultuous.
A ballot ran hardly be taken to night.

Pelltlrai lntflllgrnr«<
Ijrnu.v* ) ja.iMjTi a*.The Indiana legislature are not

likely to agree upon the succeesurs of Mosar*. Fitch and
Br.gbt. The two branches stand aa follows .

Smntf. It<m.».
Republicans aa *&
American* 2 ft
Itfmglaa democrata 3 6
Iscoaptoa democrata . 22 46

(in joint ballot they will atand aa follow* .
Democrata. 7ft
Opposition. 7ft

Fuisjda..Tbo legislature of Florida assembled at Ttlla-
haifee on the 23d nit. John FUtiaysoo, of Jolftrsoo, was
elected Prraiilent of the Senate; and J. D. liallbraith, of
I«oa, Speaker of the IIoum. Gov. Perry's arnge dis-
oouragea the Man of re-opening the *I»vs trade, and favor*
the removal of the remaining Memtoole* from Florida em I.
' The inbnhitacta of Dakota, la anticipation of
receiving a Territorial organisation flro® Oongreea thia
winter, have elected W. W. Kingsbury aa a delegate to
Congress.

K etti it Htats Coat aaiwm..The Drmocrattc Hiate Con
v*ntioa of Kentucky will be held at Frankfort on the *tb
of January next. Nomination* are to be made for Gover¬
nor, Lieut. Governor and other Mate olBo»r*.

fii**** to Ma. Gn-oom*..Forty or Ofty gentlemen aat
down to a complimentary dinner in Boston, on the 1st
in*t. , la lienor of the lion. Joebua R Glddlngs, the vete¬
ran representative of tbs Ashtabula dlntrtct la Ohio. Sen*,
tor Wilson presided. After due attention had been paid
to the dianer, Mr. Wilsoo Introduced the guest uf the even
mg in a t.r.ef and appropriate speech. Mr. Giddmgs was

enthusiastically greeted, and although evidently aufWing
under a severe. indisposition from a cold, he nevertheless
made a very interesting sad eloquent address lis was in¬

terrupted by a 0t of coughing , but afterward* resumed
his remark*, g.viag a graphic and thrilling amount of the
onateat for the Speakership in the Thirty-fourth 0>ogrssa,
ending In the election of Mr. Barka. Governor Ranks.
Hon. LKus B Com Ins, Hon. Charles Francis Adam*. Hon.
Muter Kimball, Mr. Charles Hale, and General ftebouier
wert the next speakers, after which Mr. Uiddinga retired.

OMtasry.
DKAT1I or BKKJAHIM MARSHALL. Ksq.

Benjamin MAaxBAU., (*.{ , once s well known New York
merchant, died oti Thursday lart, at Troy, *t tbe advanced
age of seventy *1* yesr*. Mr Marshall wa* one of the

early proprietor* of the flr*t liae of packet* established
between thi* city and Liverpool, and which I* well known
a* tl.e HIark Rail Une. Rome year* mnre he retired from
the xhipping buaines*, having realised n handmini " com

petency, and entered largely into the manufacture of cot¬
ton good*. for which purpose he built estenatve fhoMriea
on tbe Hudson river, n«t far from the city of Hudion II"
war also well known aa tbe propriev r of the New Yor*
Mill*, near t'tlca, In Oneida county. A village ha* grown
up around th>»e mill*, whkh tia* all the appliances of a
wall ordered Uiwn, mid which owe* tin prosperity to
Me*sr* M trvhall k Wolcott, the propr "torn Mr M vr
*ha» had been for some time in foeble health, lie left a
args fortune.

t;< n. Joir* M TUvi*, of P*«t Ijb- rty , Altaghany "ounty.
Pa., died at hi* re*idenee on the 'ivtii ult.,at the advanced
age of eighty seven year*. He was Mm In KTsaklta
muaty At an early age he be*-«me non*emed of a dee re
for military employment and fought a position In the
army of hi* country He received nassmlsslsai from
Presidents Jefferson, Mad:*on snd Monroe. A* priv it*
.nd officer he aerved hi* country for fourt«>en year*. la
the year 1*07, he pa**i-d throuirh I'ltWhurg with a oom-

paay for the southwent, whif h descended tbe Ohio cm
keel boat*. He served for seven yearn under oomnand
of dcneral Andrew Jack*on. In the Indian war* in Klori
da he distinguished himself, and especially *o at the
battle of the Hor*s Shoe. He w** afterward*
at the battle of New Orleans, as a captain in the
army, *nd was one of Veneral Jsckson * aida. Here
be undertook a mo*t dangerous duty.that of ob
tain ng a *upply of ammunition for the American army.
whx bbe »ur< -essrally scoompll*hed. w tb the lo** ef *
number of men and the mule* attached to the wagon*
For hi* *nece** in thi* harardous undertaking he re,-^iTe<l
the honorable appointment of Brevet Major la Klfc he
retired from the army, after the close <jf the war ha-l
rendered his active service* no longer necessary to h,«
country llirmg the admlnlstrat on of President Ja< k*«m
the aaojact of thi* notH-e w ni t lorgoit. n by the old
hero, w,th whom lie bad *hare-l the hanlahips and the
danger* ol the r.tmp and BsM. Ha received leaappela*
mem of I n ted iaM Marshal for tbe Western IHfirict of
Pri npj-'vat) *.

NEWS FROM MEXICO.
Expected Attack on the CaptUl. «f Uao
Clvtl War.Tl»« Forftgn at Vers
Crui.touno of th* Pniwh Minister.
Exaction* of Oaru at Tompteo.Ctoatng of
the House of the American < onnai, 4,,
The United States mail steamship Tennessee arr^wj at

New Orleans on tho 20th ult. with dates from Vera Cr 02
to the 23d and Mexico to tliu 19lb of November
Among the passengers we notice the name of Sener

Mata, the repre» .-illative of the constitution .1 g,ver> ment
of I'reaident Juares.
The Tennessee wax detained by a norther, which pre

vented communication with th« aliore.
The purser reports thai tho following Spanish and Freo< n

war vr KKeln wore anchored it Hacritlnoe .Spanish brtgq
Pelayo, Vaidt-s and llabanero; steamship Colon. French
frigate ( I'-opatra, 62 guus. and steamship Hurooaf.
The purser also report* that Admiral Penaud was ex

perted daily with the rest of the French squadron
A decree of the Const Itutional President, .luare/.. annuls

the rontrarts made by the '/.uloaga government, and re.

serve* the right to annul those of Gen. Comoof'irt'g ad
ministration.

Ot'K CITY OK MEXICO COKRKHPONDKNCK.
fmr ok Mrxco, Nov. 1#, IHM

I'rejiaration* for a .SVp* Harulunu. Plant for Hiking
th* < Uy.Atiauinationt ,u yacalsat.Frmrh fnimen
tion.XuneruUr of I'erote. PugUim from ths HauLK.
Advanrr rtf the I'inUx.lsnln <1 7>ja<t i in Ul* IV-tt.
IVan< of Hiitey Ihlapuiatmn of Trad*, <fc. , «fc.
What wo have pawned through hero in tbo p&at few

monthp we have a Bad memory of, ami of what aw&iu ua
>n the next mouth we have still more sad forcboduiga.
Tina " hermosa capital," without an enemy in sight, is at
tbia tlmo experiencing the rigors of a siege Out*tde of all
tho gariUts laborers have been at work for th« we«k pant,
throwing up breastworks and prcparmg for the enemy'.
The greatest vigilance has been kept up in |b« city, and
the challenges of the oenimola throughout the night* giva
evidence that danger lurka somewhere. Aftc.r 5 M. al*
exit from the city in impossible, unl.a* under close acru-

tiny. At tb« garitoi trusty spies are Mtationed to note tho
passer* in and out of the city, ai») men on the lookout for
the enemy '8 appearance at a distance crowd Ui.,
towers of this capital. The inhabitant* of the villager :a
Uie valley are (locking into this city. Kvery one »p*»kH
"fa fortlieoming storm; but wh.ro it is to coma from
does not appear. A panic ha* seized the people, but tho
government is tranquil, and declares its determination to
hold out so long as there may bo a shot lea. ttiey are
determined to bring the city down with them if they have
to fall. It is a desperate h.iiiard the pr.-seut clergy party
are playing for. If they win, It will be a sooond edition of
the Carrera triumph in Guatemala. Wo to those who
are committed to the anti church party in Mexico.
Ute last evening the ue*-paper venders in tho streets

commenced crying tho Iharm ,U lot Akor^dot, and aura

enough the « knife of the law" is now raised to bo ,.lung-
ed to morrow morning into the warm blood of four vic¬
tims of the present strife. You will reoollect that m my
letter to you of Sept. 19, I gave you particular* ot a so-
called "conspiracy" to re enact the massacre of St. Bar¬
tholomew In tbi* c;ipna}. I doubted then, as I do now. if
the government were not an accomplice in this "oonspira-
c>," to make capital, or, rather, bunkum. I have sinci
had my suspicions strwigth.-oed of th« complicity, from
the fact that it was broadly intimated, through official
channels that the ex Minister of the United stales

compromised in It. In fact, he was openly accused in Uio
lepers of kindred "conspiracies." Rut be that as it may,
the government is unquestionably doing all it can to get
up a feeling against foreigners and anti church people I
think I do not prophecy amiss when I predict that at the
execution to morrow, the cry of "Death to Foreigner*"
will go up from tho assembled crowd of Irperot,
prompted by tho exertions of pious fathers,
monks and friars of the Church of Mexico. What

a spectacle for (he Omniscient to behold, and, aa we ar.i
old now and will be told herealter, all for the glory of
the church of Jesu* Christ' One poor unfortunate .. f0.
reign carpenter will ap|»ar ms the ringleader and om-
gatur of the wiiole plot.
- ,4^ a'**1 ,w" *" h',v* «Vloy» * . .J,ii»-t In this
capital that was unparalleled and omin<ius W'.r.
no bows of victories, uoue of battles, and had it not teen
or tlie putting up of tho (brtlfeatioa* w* might almoat
have considered tint we we,a r-u,* ng ,uu. ^ ,.f

l
" * ei cuts. it was comparatively no Oer tho

*arl!k. iicwh of the prevx.ii,; days. |.i*t roght |mw
furnished some excitement. No one. .ot "vea the <no*1
»«n«uii,aily Of the clergy party. Mmi the** uafactu-
uatoofthe " conspiracy would bo executed With tba
annouiH eiueut of to luorrow « exe. utiou* guMMnnif

;; .'rr'' "[,***?" 'ili1 Jli VguaU. under the ooni-
mandof Inego .tlvarex. It is now said that the eovero
rncnt has the plans oi tlM opiuiiion elir aMMttnM

m.j. tf, Their force* at this dal», within Ove days' mar. h
of thai, may safely he eatimaf^l at U,ouu men w thu. a
day *n<i a bait of Uxj* ar«» m 4.000. bui
coauDander* in the oppealtion are divided amongst tfietu
r ii .*"11 61 VVy murh ''t»>elr plana, which bnvo

. a.lcn nto the government - han i*. a ,|| hefMi^wstf up T'.®
piv. rnment is preparing for the worst TVy Cann.^.oocao

** twyuouhf re as the opposition , batth.y have tho
advantage of fortitU ati. ns, of better m.n an. I .if a deter¬
minate to flgbt if it comes U, that TvX/X'uM
the combmeil force* appear in thia valley, we may rxi»t
» *vwf time of it, or a *p«*dy rrtrrat, ,n m the case of
Uw tolo booucsa attack M Biaar., «iu. hia «,000 nv>« , wi^i,

Since the date of my pre*ions letter, and up to tha 1 7th
we were constantly in Urn r«a,pt of ^e.tin?
asaaaaiaations at Guadalajara were .01,am,-I i^aeral
Btancarte was shot after but life had fc*en guarantevl11»e assassin, a colonel hy tlie name of fums, was ietn>nal-
I).read nut 'I the federal arn.y r.y i.en ft*
.ooutjnf of thr Amrriran* At /jwaUcam tuu» n<>t v+l N^-n
announced in ihe official pa|«»f Another «(l*,r that . «nv
very near being ar (.ad, has b«en male ,.,biK- An Kds-
lish merchant of /^cawai, by tho name ,4 \ewall ««s
saked for the sum of »i& tssi hy the tov,rnme.t «^^.r*l
Mmm, shortly after the plare rell int., ».* hands V-,.
*1! refuted U> five u»* moo^y^ aod vm mi oat . mil ,n rm. .

ptila and ordered to he shot the folUjwmg morning Bythe mtr rpnait on of a rriead, the m<-n»y was i«hI and Mr.
' '.** '**." fiasriUMW sttentron,

and ma > goon by this mall to the liritwb (»»ranieiii,
where it dtnibtieas will receive SCMM MUcs. t» f<»r tho
poor devils ..f Aioei ans, w|... arse f. r lie The pb'f
nix that should riae irom its ash. 10 d-«t/.(/ u> de¬
stroyers a killed in 11. first B ght hy th.- rry tf«t ,t a
u"< y* time to take Met ico in han i Perhaps it is bat¬
ter for what mu*t come to sarrmce a few mor.- \m. r. ana
to the. apnea of these people, and fnr the take of 01. r o»o

dacp policy.
The arrival of an extraordinary from Vera Crus <ai tti«

13th in*t with d. «fwi. he* for th» French M.n.et .r Ujre«
th* berm «a rap UI ' r.io tl." nsat nt».>«e i-.,...i
Wr had all heard of thn orders l*>r the sa> u» , yr»«i ti
admiral for these waters to look oa« thr rTeoch IMwests
I was one Of the few who got hold the content* of tht
de*|«tehe* received at an early date, and it was moat

t amusing to hear Uie storiea on Uie *tr«-ia. M de «;»hr«a<-
m . ""norter of th- i rraaot government!

and his friends ara bu-y telhng that Uie French wr> to
hk.w n , .< r.,, ,t.i ..
*ha|»-.if a f-deralist on the coast. an<t then han. I over
these interesting remains to the prn.«l government Tha
n< opatra and her lender, with Uie Hpawril nwl of war
Rlaero da *>aray were, in the course of three dars ai«-
Mtedht .. street ...p i, , french VMiSCS r

Fj.Bltt.il and seven .SpHuiah (Note _n»e UgUh wera
'^1. be spectators!* Uile Ui« others were to do Um

work.) Tlie following day lbe"alhed fleet swelled to
Torty nail, when, like the iint>>rtutiale frqg 1a the fable. >t
'o'<ta|«ed. and we Itave not b.*,u hothered w 1.1 t .D(-e
M de f.abruu however, continues to swell about tha
streets with more than hi* usual niportaace. Ha feeia
that be is no small aflkir in Uiis place no maU'r what
mistiik. s hia nhrMMe appearance might Ntd to if ha
w.-e t-Mind in one of your fashionabln barker <hopa, Me
*j»akv .if F.uropean intervention as a work alr««.)ycoa-

. i.mmstcd This sounds like non*eo«e to the American
ear. But let me ask. a hat do>« Una French inwrferenca
mean? fran. e 1* the smail'«t creditor of Mexico R»i»
lively sbe stands aa one to 'ito) with Kngland and aa onn

«nv an. -Hate*.that is, on the *e«r*of
credits As for grievance*, tha Kmperor of the French
has about as much r.ght t-. interfere hereaabissha.lv

been banished, imprisoned, plundered, insulted and mor
dered; while kagliateaa have tared a liUle better, tb.«
>rm.h have re aped comparativ elv no molestatoo et-
.t-pt a list has come fr.m the chk-anery
representative. The reason of this is clear Tbey are of

'T r^"*' ®nd we of the detaatad AngloSmon. Mexico has beee<-< had France to ward off th» ad
>ce upon tlie so,l Of Mexico. Napotaoa hat

ynM«<»< to tr«M tfeta pattUon with d adaa. Was ho
l! lie was. anil ix.w sends force here to protec

bis cttir.ebs, certainly he d. s. rv. r setting so
example that should have b«*>n set b> the fnltetl Matr«
long since. You who are In U* centra of the buay world
«if politics sod commerce are better able to see Ihrxigli
Ibis problem than we In this out of the way place I a.i-
viae you U> look to it.

N(, sooner had the explosion of tha "allied fleet taken
P<MM tiMM the vacuum was fliie-l by a "great victory "

and our morbid appetites were glutted w th loud talkW
blood, (in the ¦ornmg of the l«th, a* half naat threa
o'clock, meantime, the cj4ll.i of Perote, that has hmai
agangren. i *ore oa tlte body ef th* IhMMWi fllat* of Paafcte
for the pa«t ten month*, ret using to yield t/i the preacrtv

"" rlergy.wa* carried by storm by tha
troof* of the government, tha besieged hav na bolted
several botirs before for porta not exartly known taktac
with them their guas and munitions, and leavtof' oal'^a
Tew !avalda >o stand guard This herole achajve^ent waa
promptly followed by a despatch to th* government fc*r*
informing it of facta transpired, and furthermore of tha

'.>' " m > alt -he m .. al.ii
..ti .. ¦¦¦¦P. corpora; aal ope flftfc gf ^


